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NUMBER  NINE. 

We  beg  to  introduce  to  our  readers  the  first 
page  of  our  ninth  volume, — rect.,  black  imp. 
on  white,  and  di£Pering  only  in  detail  from 
the  previous  emission.  We  trust,  however, 
that,  plain  and  devoid  of  ornnment  though  it 
m&y  be,  our  readers  will  be  pleased  with  it, 
and  that  those  amongst  them  who  are  not 
subscribers  will  become  so,  in  order  that 
they  may  possess  an  unused  copy.  We  had 
thought  of  making  some  change  in  the  out- 
ward appearance  of  The  Stamp'Collector's 
Magazine  on  this  occasion  ;  but  after-con- 
sideration decided  us  not  to  put  a  new  face 
to  what  we  trust  has  become  to  many  col- 
lectors an  old  friend.  Perhaps,  in  a  year  or 
two,  such  change  may  become  a  necessity, 
in  which  case  we  should  invite  our  sub- 
scribers to  favour  us  with  designs  for  a 
title-page  to  supersede  Mulready's  familiar 
groups  of  figures ;  and  render  our  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  author  of  the  most  suitable 
device  by  the  aid  of  some  rare  old  stamps  ; 
but  meanwhile,  our  readers,  with  whom,  as 
befits  the  time,  we  are  having  a  confidential 
chat,  will  not,  we  think,  object  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  "  old  original "  frontispiece. 

So  much  for  externals;  now  as  to  the 
inside  of  the  magazine,  which  after  all  is  the 
part  most  read ;  we  will  not  attempt  much 
in  the  way  of  promises ;  such  things  have 
always  been  classed  with  pie-crusts ;  which 
it  would  be  derogatory  to  couple  in  any  way 
with  philately;  neither  do  we  feel  inclined 
to  imitate  the  example  of  some  of  our 
American  friends,  and,  reviewing  our  last 
volume,  declare  that  every  member  of  our 
staff  has  written  wonderfully  erudite  articles, 
and  intends  to  write  still  more  erudite  ones 
in  the  coming  year.  We  should  like  some 
one  else  to  do  the  patting  on  the  back,  which, 


I 


if  pressed,  we  might  admit  to  be  deserved. 
All  that  wo  have  to  say  is,  that  we  shall  do 
our  utmost  to  assist  our  readers  in  their 
study  of  philately,  by  giving  them  the  best 
and  earliest  information  we  can  obtain  re- 
specting new  stamps,  and  the  fullest  and 
most  accurate  analysis  of  old  ones,  together 
with  such  lighter  jottings  as  we  may  gather 
or  receive. 

Taking  a  glance  at  the  past  twelve  months* 
labour,  we  find  much  on  which  to  congratu- 
late those  who  have  at  heart  the  interests  of 
stamp-collecting  and  collectors.  The  year 
has  not,  perhaps,  been  marked  with  any  one 
specially  noteworthy  incident,  but  steady 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  of 
elucidating  such  points  as  still  remain  un- 
settled. The  Philatelic  Society  has,  however, 
hardly  justified  the  anticipations  which  were 
formed  of  its  usefulness.  Its  meetings  have 
been  lately  held  at  irregular  intervals ;  and 
we  have  not  ourselves  received  reports  of 
any  since  the  one  held  in  June.  We  fear 
the  Society  is  in  a  languishing  state ;  it  has 
not  taken  root,  uor  been  pushed  as  it  might 
have  been  ;  and  our  hope  of  seeing  branches 
established  in  the  country  is  now  very  faint. 
Its  operations  and  its  range  of  study  have 
been  too  limited ;  it  has  worked  too  ex- 
clusively in  the  groove  of  the  "  high  school," 
and  has  shown  too  little  sympathy  with  the 
great  body  of  English  collectors.  It  has 
foiled  to  give  any  great  impulse  to  stamp- 
collecting,  and,  so  failing,  has  demonstrated 
its  incapacity  ;  we  are  left,  then,  to  suppose 
that  the  experiment  lacks  the  elements  of 
success,  and  that  it  is  solely  through  the 
magazines  that  the  science  can  be  explained 
and  advocated.  So  long  as  they  exist,  col- 
lectors will  prefer  to  make  known  their  dis- 
coveries, and  the  results  of  their  investi- 
gations, rather  through  them  to  the  public 
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at  large,  than  to  submit  them  to  the  decision 
of  a  small  committee  of  philateh'sts. 

The  year  has  been  tolerably  fruitful  in 
periodicals,  among  which,  of  course,  though 
there  are  many  ephemerals,  there  are  still  no 
inconsiderable  number  of  valuable  additions 
to  the  literary  stock.  Collecting  seenis  to  be 
spreading  in  the  United  States,  and  the  lead- 
ing dealers  are  gaining  in  importance.  The 
two  or  three  principal  journals  are  acquiring 
tone  and  value.  Some  excellent  articles  on 
the  Confederate  locals,  and  other  stamps, 
have  appeared  in  Tlie  American  Journal  of 
Philately,  The  weekly  edition  of  this  maga- 
zine has,  however,  only  secondary  interest, 
•as  it  is  made  up  chiefly  of  reprints;  and  much 
as  we  feel  honoured  by  even  unacknowledged 
borrowings  from  these  pages,  we  should 
prefer  to  see  the  columns  of  our  new  con- 
temporary filled  with  new  matter. 

Of  permanent  works,  the  only  one  which 
has  been  issued  is  the  fifth  edition  of  Dr. 
Gray's  catalogue,  which,  though  it  is  not 
without  its  faults  and  omissions,  is  still  on 
the  whole  a  trustworthy  production.  Its 
appearance  was  hailed  with  satisfaction, 
and  the  very  keenness  of  the  criticism  to 
which  it  was  subjected,  proved  the  interest 
felt  in  it  by  collectors. 

The  war  has  had  some  efiect  both  on 
stamps  and  on  those  who  collect  them.  M. 
Berger-Levrault,  about  whom  an  old  cor- 
respondent inquires  this  month,  has  in  all 
probability  been  shut  up  in  Strasbourg,  and 
no  news  of  him  has  reached  us  since  the  war 
broke  out.  Dr.  Magnus  is  shut  up  in  Paris, 
and  in  another  part  of  the  present  numjjer 
will  be  found  an  extract  from  an  interesting 
letter  received  from  him.  Mons.  Mahe  is  no 
doubt  serving  in  the  ranks  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Paris,  and  his  journal,  Le  Timhro- 
phile,  is  in  abeyance. 

The  war  has  caused  the  issue  of  provisional 
stamps  for  the  provinces  occupied  by  the 
Germans,  and  the  issue  of  the  design  of  the 
old  republic  stamps.  Furthermore,  the  siege 
of  Paris  has  necessitated  the  lithographing  of 
that  design  at  Bordeaux,  and  the  emission  of 
an  unperforatcd  set  of  Republican  stamps. 
Balloon  posts  and  carrier  pigeons  are  also 
among  the  things  which  the  force  of  circum- 
stances  has  brought  into  use,  and  the  inno- 


vation of  post  cards  has  been  adopted  at 
Paris. 

The  occupation  of  Rome  has  not  yet 
brought  about  any  increase  in  the  number 
of  ItaHan  stamps,  though  probably  the  event 
will  be  commemorated,  sooner  or  later,  by 
the  issue  of  a  fresh  series.  The  entire 
abolition  of  the  Roman  stamps  proper  is  by 
no  means  certain,  the  king  of  Italy  having 
proposed  to  allow  the  Pope  to  maintain  a 
special  postal  series  of  his  own. 

In  this  country,  happily,  we  have  not  to 
consider  the  effect  which  any  great  change 
of  its  condition  or  government  has  had,  or  may 
have,  upon  its  postage  stamps,  but  the  year 
will  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  postal 
service  as  that  in  which  the  halfpenny  rate 
was  brought  into  operation. 

LIST  OP  NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  IN- 
EDITED  STAMPS,  NOTICED  IN 
THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAQA^ 
ZINE  FOR  1870. 

Alsart  au5  Lcrraiut. 

Figure  of  value  on  netted  ground,  thick  rect- 
angular border,  [postes.]  Col. 
imp. ;  rect.,  perf. 

1  centime  green. 

2  „       brown. 
4         „       gray. 

10         „       bistre. 
20         „       blue. 


Angola- 


Crown  in  circular  Greek  border,  inscription 
in  upper  margin.  Col.  imp.  ;  rect., 
perf 

6  rcis  black. 
10 


20 
25 

50 
100 


orange. 


stone, 
rose, 
p^reen. 
bright  violet. 

Auiiaqnia- 

(See  New  Granada.) 

Atisiria. 

ENVELOPES. 

1863  scries.     The  15  krenzer  covered  by  an 
adhesive  5  kr.  rose. 
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Asnrrs. 

Provisional  series,  surcharged  inscription  in 
smaller  type,  and  more  compressed. 
25  reis  rose.     . 

BaSru. 

Field-post  envelope.  Black  on  chamois 
paper. 

Bacaria. 

RETURNED    LETTER   STAMPS. 

Spires. 

Same  type  as  for  Munich,  &c.,  with  the 
name  speter  beneath  the  arms. 
Blk.  imp. ;  rect. 

Black  [no  value]. 

Regenshurg. 

Inscription    commission    fur    retourbriefe 
reoensburg  disposed  in  four  lines 
in   an   oblong    single-lined   frame. 
Blk.  imp. ;  obi. 
Black. 

BflgiJim- 

Profile  of  Leopold  II.,  to  left  in  oval,  in 
frame  of  difierent  design  for  each 
value.     Col.  imp. ;  rect.,  perf. 


10  centimes 
30         „ 
40         „ 
1  franc 


BELQiQUEj  green,  20  c.  blue. 
POSTES  belgique]  amber. 
POSTES  DE  belgique]  Carmine. 
belgique]  violet. 


NEWSPAPER  STAMPS. 

Figure  of  value  in  oval  above  a  lion  couchant^ 
Belgian  arms  and  motto  above  the 
oval,  frame  differing  in  each  value. 
[belqique.]     Col.  imp. ;  rect.,  perf. 

1  centime  green. 

2  „       blue. 

5        „        amber. 
8        „       lilac. 

unpaid   letter  STAMPS. 

Figure  of  value  in  an  oval  inscribed  A  per- 
cevoiu — CENTIMES,  and  surmounted 
by  crown,  circular  disk  in  upper 
corners,  one  containing  a  hand,  the 
other  a  lion  rampant^  the  Belgian 
motto  below  the  oval.  Col.  imp. ; 
rect.,  perf. 

10  centimes  green. 

20         „         blue. 


Briasrrsi 

(See  Russian  locals.) 

Bfrgfii* 

(See  Norway.) 

Braiilfiiaro'. 

(See  United  States.) 

Cattafia. 

Similar  design  to  that  of  1808  series,  but 
stamps  one-third  smaller,  no  figures 
in  upper  corners,  value  expressed 
in  lower  margin  by  the  word  cents, 
flanked  by  a  large  numeral. 

1  cent  orange. 

3      „    red. 

Issue   1857-G3.      Col.   imp.     Watermarked 
cc.  and  crown.     Rect.,  perf. 
One-shilling  deep  mauve. 

Cufea, 

Female  head,  with  mural  crown  and  star 
above,  symbolizing  Spain,  in  oval, 
CORREOS  above,  value  followed  by 
date,  1870,  below.  Col.  imp.;  rect., 
perf. 

5  centimes  blue. 
10 
20 
40 


V 


green, 
brown. 


rose. 


CauSitiamarra. 

(See  New  Granada.) 

.     Dmau  (T!jf). 

Inscription  in  Hindostanee  on  an  irregular 

arabesque  ground,   the  remainder 

of  the  ground  being  composed  of 

lattice- work.    Col.  imp.;  rect.  perf. 

Olive-green  [ f  anna]. 

D?umari 

Numeral  of  value  in  circle  surmounted  by 
crown,  and  supported  by  wreath 
and  post-horn  in  inscribed  oval. 
[danmauk  postfrm.]  Imp.  in  two 
colours ;  rect.  perf. 
4sk.,  centre  carmine,  frame  grey-gi'cen. 


48 


V 


„      mauve,        „ 


red- brown. 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


LOCAL. 

Holte. 

Denomination  of  valae  in  inscribed  oval, 
post-horns  in  angles,  [holte  land- 
post.]     Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
2  sk.  red-brown. 

Diiirl  MitB. 

Profile  of  King  to  right  in  circle,  cadnceus 
and  anchor  in  lateral  margins,  [ned 
INDIE.]     Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 
5  cents  green. 
10      „     bistre. 
20      „     nltramarine. 
50      „     bright  carmine. 

Series  of  1868.     Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 
10  paras  bright  manve. 

Fittlaui 

(See  Bnssia.) 

EMPIRE. 

Series  of  1863.     Col  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 

1  centime  olive-green. 
1867.     Profile   of  Emperor   on   ground    of 
horizontal    lines    (variety.)      Col. 
imp. ;   rect.  perf. 
80  centimes  brown. 

THIRD   republic. 

Type  of  1848  reprinted.     Col.  imp.;  rect. 
perf.  and  unperf. 

Issued  in  Pains, 

10  c.  reddish  bistre  >        i. 

20  „  bine  /  P^'^'- 

Issued  in  Bordeaux, 

10  c.  pale  bistre,  reddish  bistre  7    ^^^ 
20   „  pale  and  deep  bine  )      ^ 

OFFICIAL    STAMPS. 

Black  inscription  in  octagonal  frame,  and 
valne  and  inscription  in  centre,  on 
stone  coloured  ground  formed  of 
repetitions  of  the  words  nordd 
post-bezirk.  [nord-deutsche-post. 
dienst  bach.]  Col.  imp. ;  obi.  perf. 
hhh'^i  and  2  groschen,  black  and  grey. 


Same  design,  ground  of  pearl-grey ;    black 
inscriptions.     Col.  imp. ;  obi.  perf. 
1,  2,  3,  7  kreuzer,  black  and  grey. 

POST  card. 

Black  inscriptions  on  chamois  card  (no  stamp 
impressed).     Blk.  on  chamois. 

FIELD-POST  envelopes   AND   CARDS. 

Black  inscriptions  on  brownish  white  paper. 
No  valne. 

Gvul  Briiaiu- 

1868  series.  Col.  imp. ;  rect.  unperf  (variety). 

Sixpence  lilac. 
1868  type,  but  white  lines  at  top  and  bottom, 
separating  the  portrait   from    the 
margin,    much   thinner    (variety). 
Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 
Twopence  blue. 
Profile  of  Queen  to  left  in  curvilinear  triangle, 
letters  in  four  comers,  [postage.] 
Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 
Threehalfpence  deep  carmine-red. 

stamps   and    wrappers    FOR    PRINTED    HATTER. 

Profile  of  Queen  to  left  in  uncoloured  oval, 
value  in  figures  at  sides,  letters  in 
four  comers.     Col.  imp. ;  obi.  perf. 
Halfpenny  rose-carmine. 
Bust  of  Queen  to  left  in  circle,  arched  band 
above,  containing  the  valne,  three 
disks  below  containing  figures  in- 
dicating the  date  of  emission.    Col. 
imp. ;   upright  rect.  with  rounded 
comers ;  impressed  on  vnrapper. 
Halfpenny  green. 
Variety,  with  disks  filled  in  with  florets. 

Halfpenny  green. 

POST  CARD. 

Impressed  stamp  in  upper  right  corner,  bast 
of  Queen  to  left  in  circle,  spandrels 
ornamented,  value  in  straight  line 
below ;  to  left  of  stamp  the  royal 
arms,  with  the  words  post  card 
above,  and  the  address  only  to  be 

WRITTEN    ON   THIS    SIDE,    below  ;     tho 

whole  enclosed  in  a  Greek-patterned 
border.  Col.  imp.  on  buff  cards 
of  two  sizes. 

Halfpenny  mauve. 

{To  be  concluded  in  our  tiext.) 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  DC 

BY  OVEKT  TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

ginsttia,  tirdimt 

pfoTB.— By  an  oversight  in  correcting  the  proofs,  for 
October,  a  rather  ridiculous  printer's  error  was  allowed  to 
pass  unnoticed.  The  two-centimetre  guage  was  repre- 
sented by  a  line  extending  from  one  side  of  the  column 
(p.  170)  to  the  other,  the  real  length  is  about  four-fifths  of 
an  inch. 


The  above  line  is  exactly  two  centimetres  in  length.] 

The  1863  series  is  probably  about  the  best 
known  of  any  series  of  foreign  stamps.  It 
came  into  use  just  when  collecting  was  at 
its  height,  and  so  soon  became  plentiful,  that, 
so  to  speak,  it  never  was  a  novelty.  Even 
to  the  youngest  tyro  it  hardly  needs  descrip- 
tion, and  it  will  suffice  to  refer  to  it  as  the 
"  arms  "  series,  oval.  Perhaps  it  may  be  sim- 
ply because  "familiarity  breeds  contempt," 
but  the  writer  can  hardly  speak  respectfully 
of  the  design  ;  to  him  it  appears  a  masterpiece 
of  mediocrity  ;  there  is  absolutely  nothing  of 
the  grotesque  or  the  picturesque  to  redeem 
it ;  the  whole  arrangement  is  strictly  correct 
and  commonplace  ;  it  would  be  a  relief  if  it 
were  ugly.  The  one  sole  thing  to  be  re- 
marked in  connection  with  this  series,  is  its 
existence  with  small  and  large  perforations  ; 
80  marked  is  the  difference  between  the  two 
editions,  that  both  are  worth  collecting.  Of 
the  two,  the  earlier,  distinguished  by  small 
fine  dents,  is  the  rarer,  but  specimens  can 
always  be  obtained  for  the  merest  trifle.  No 
varieties  or  reprints  exist  of  any  of  the 
values. 

The  current  series,  issued  in  June,  1867, 
is  not  without  historical  interest,  if  we  may 
believe  the  reports  current  at  the  time,  that 
it  was  intended  to  some  extent  to  comme- 
morate the  establishment  of  an  entente  cordiale 
between  the  emperor  and  his  Hungarian 
subjects;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this 
report  must  be  set  down  as  a  pleasing  fiction, 
and  that,  in  fact,  the  emission  of  the  series 
was  due  to  some  more  prosaic  reason,  such 
for  instance,  as  the  exhaustion  of  the  stock 
of  the  previous  type.  At  all  events,  the  fact 
inay  be  noted  that  it  did  make  its  appearance 
just  after  the  resuscitation  of  the  Hungarian 
parliament,  and,  whatever  its  motive  cause, 


it  was  a  welcome  improvement  on  its  pre- 
decessor. 

The  list  of  values  and  colours  of  recently 
issued  sets  is  generally  rather  a  work  of 
supererogation ;  it  will  suffice  in  the  present 
instance  to  state  that  about  eighteen  months 
since,  all  the  stamps  were  issued  in  deeper 
shades  than  those  which  distinguished  them 
on  their  first  appearance ;  the  large  50  kr. 
exists  in  salmon,  and  also  in  a  kind  of  red- 
dish brown.  The  design,  though  it  has  been 
abused  by  nil  admiran  critics,  is  by  no 
means  devoid  of  merit ;  the  highest  value  is 
positively  commendable. 

JOURNAL    STAMPS. 

These  must  be  divided  into  two  kinds :  1, 
those  which  really  prepay  postage ;  2,  those 
which  represent  a  duty  collected  by  the 
government  on  foreign  newspapers  entering 
Austria. 

1. — Stamps  lohich  prepay  postage. 

The  first  issue  took  place  on  New- Year's 
Day,  1851,  and  consisted  of  three  stamps,  all 
bearing  the  effigy  of  Mercury,  in  a  square 
frame,  and  all  without  indication  of  value, 
the  sole  distinction  being  in  the  colours, 
which  are,  respectively,  blue,  yellow,  and  rose. 
The  blue  was  worth  one  kreuzer,  the  yellow 
ten,  and  the  rose  fidy ;  and  as  the  rate  of 
postage  was  one  kreuzer  per  newspaper,  it 
follows  that  these  stamps  severally  franked 
one,  ten,  and  fifty  papers.  The  highest  value 
was,  however,  but  slightly  employed,  and 
was  therefore  withdrawn  on  the  9th  October, 
1852.  Having  been  in  use  for  such  a  short 
period,  and  so  long  before  collecting  came  in 
vogue,  but  few  specimens  are  now  to  be  had, 
and  its  particular  employment  reduced  the 
chance  of  preservation ;  it  was  attached  to 
the  wrapper  which  enveloped  a  bundle  of 
fifty  newspapers,  and  with  the  wrapper  was 
destroyed  when  the  packet  was  opened  ;  had 
it  been  used  for  letters,  or  even  for  single 
papers,  Uke  the  blue,  it  might  not  have 
become  so  rare,  but  as  it  is,  there  is  no 
European  stamp  more  difficult  to  obtain  than 
this  rose  Mercury,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  its 
confrhre^  the  yellow.  The  yellow  stamp,  as  it 
prepaid  only  ten  journals,  was  more  exten- 
sively used,  but  the  reasons  above  given  for 
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the  rarity  of  the  rose,  apply  to  it  equally. 
Tbe  blue  is,  on  the  other  hand,  extremely 
commOD,  aod  no  collector  need  be  without  it. 

The  aupply  of  the  yellow  stamp  having 
run  short,  a  poppy-red  (poiu!eau\  of  the  same 
value,  was  substituted  for  it.  Information 
as  to  the  circumstancoa  attendant  on  the 
emission  of  the  red  was  first  given  in  1866,  by 
Der  Bricfmarken  Banimler,  a  German  maga- 
zine of  some  authority ;  its  statements,  were, 
however,called  in  question  by  Mr,  Pomberton, 
who  in  the  early  months  of  181j?  avowed  his 
conviction  that  the  red  Mercuries  from  the 
original  die  were  all  reprints,  and  those  from 
another  die  were  forgeries.  Subsequently 
the  emission  of  the  red  stamp  was  confirmed 
in  Le  Timbropliih  (May,  1867)  by  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Latour,  who  wrote  from  documents 
furnished  to  him  by  the  Austrian  minister  of 
finance,  and  as  Mr,  Pemberton  has  not  since 
reiterated  his  opinion,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  he  was  convinced  by  the  details  given 
iH  the  Parisian  journal.  It  must,  however, 
bo  remirked  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
latter  to  countenance  the  supposition  that  a 
new  die  was  engraved  for  the  red  stamp,  and, 
in  fact,  as  the  reprint  Mercuries — the  red, 
equally  with  the  rose  and  yellow — are  from 
the  first  dies,  the  assertion  of  the  German 
paper  to  the  effect  that  the  red  was  from  a 
new  die,  may  be  considered  as  disproved. 

The  Chevalier  de  Latour  supports  his  state- 
ment that  the  red  stamp  was  really  issued  by 
the  following  official  notice  -. — 

"Vienna,  21  March,  1850. 
"From  the  Ito'jal  atui  Imperial  Minislrti  of 

Commerce. 
"The  ycUow  stamps  still  remaining  are  left 
to  the  proprietors  of  journals  to  be  employed 
in  sending  their  papers  in  the  same  manner 
and  for  the  same  price  as  the  blue  journal- 
stamps,  that  is  to  say,  a  sheet  of  100  for  the 
value  of  a  florin,  therefore  the  yellow  journal- 
stampswhich  still  exist  will  be  considered  (ls 
of  the  same  value  as  the  blue,  and  as  repre- 
senting only  the  charge  on  one  single  copy 
of  a  newspaper.  In  place  of  the  yellow 
journal -stamps,  there  have  been  prepared 
deep  red  stamps,  of  which  one  will  represent 
tlie  value  of  ten  blue  or  yellow  {as  long  ae 
the  latter  last).     The  beads  of  post-offices 


should  give  notice  of  the  alteration  to  the 
newspaper  proprietors." 

The  date  of  tliis  circular  is  also  that  of  the 
emission  of  the  red  stamp,  which,  together 
with  the  blue,  continued  in  usenntil  the  14th 
of  October,  1858,  when  they  gave  place  to  an 
embossed  stamp,  which,  like  the  series  of  ad- 
hesivesfor  letters,  bore  the  emperor's  head  to 
left.  Its  value  was  1  kr.,  and  it  was  printed  in 
blue.  On  the  12tli  of  March,  18(30,  pursuant 
to  a  ministerial  decree  of  that  date,  it  was 
issued  in  lilac,  and  the  type  remained  cur- 
rent in  the  latter  colour,  until  the  Slst  of 
December  of  the  same  year,  or  rather  nntil 
the  IStb  of  January,  18G1.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  postal  authorities,  gnidcd 
doubtless  by  their  experience  of  the  Mercu- 
ries, refrained  from  issuing  any  high-value 
newspaper  stamps. 

The  stamp  of  the  15th  of  January,  1861, 
authorised  by  the  decree  of  the  21at  of 
December,  1860,  which  suppressed  its  pre- 
decessor, is  distinguished  by  its  having  the 
profile  turned  to  right,  and  by  the  greater 
size  of  the  head.  The  Satness  of  the  frame- 
work, and  the  dullness  of  the  colour,  com- 
bine to  render  it  one  of  the  most  ineffective 
stamps  known. 

SOn  the  15th  of  May,  1863, 
S    the  issue  of  the  "arms"  stamps 
■    was  decreed,  and   the    stiimp 
9    itself  was  emitted  on  the  let 
I    of  December  of  the  same  year. 
II    This  stamp  is  exceedingly  com- 
men,  and  it  would  seem  that 
"ways  cancelled  on  its  passage 
,,  as  I  have  met  with  many 
sometimes 
portions    of  sheets    which 
had   evidently    been    used, 
but  were  qaite  clean. 

In  June,  18G7,  the  still 
current  rectangular  Mer- 
cury was  issued,  and  is 
found  in  two  shades,  lilac 
and  warm  violet;  the  latter  ia  comparatively 

2, — Stamps  rqnesenthig  a  duty  eolUeled  hy 
Hie  government  on  foreign  newspapers 
entering  Amtiia. 

to  this  class  of  stamps 


through  the  [ 

specimens. 


The  design 
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is  the  large  type- printed 
rectangle,  contatDing  the 
double-headed  eagle,  and 
the   inscription   RAti!.    kon. 

ZBITUNOS  STAUtEL  (Imperial 

Boyal  Jonmal  Stamp). 

The  first  stamp  isened 
was  the  2  kr.  green,  which 
exUts  in  three  shaden,  and  also  shows  a 
variety  in  design,  the  angles  being  occupied 
by  a  kind  of  four-cornered  star ;  from  two 
niden  of  the  stars  in  the  upper  corners,  and 
from  one  side  of  those  in  the  lower,  there 
ntarts  a  trefoil ;  the  inside  square  is  also  rather 

The  issuing  of  this  stamp  was  nuthorised 
by  a  dceri.*  of  the  '2-2nd  April,  18,W,  and  its 
emission  took  pliiue  on  the  1st  of  October  of 
the  same  year.  The  stamp  was  put  on  in  the 
pust-ofBce,  and  its  amount  was  collected  on 
delivery.  The  charge  of  2  kr.  applied  to  all 
futeign  papers  indiscriminately,  and  the 
stamp  remained  in  use  as  long  as  the  tax 
itself  was  maintained. 

In  1857-8  a  change,  which  in  some  res- 
pects was  a  retrograde  one,  was  made.  A 
postal  convention  was  entered  into  be- 
tween'Austria  and  certain  German  states, 
pnrsuant  to  which  pripers  coming  from  these 
stntcs  were  to  be  taxed  2  krcnzers  each  on 
their  entry,  and  those  of  all  other  states  were 
to  pay  4  kreiiKers.  A  new  die  was  then  en- 
graved, the  2  kr.  green  was  withdruwn,  and 
the2kr.  and*  kr.,  both  brown,  were  issued. 
These  rat«s  were,  however,  revised  on  23rd 
November,  IHbB,  and  the  tai  was  reduced  for 
German  papers  to  I  kr,  and  for  all  others  to 
2  kra.  The  4  kr.  brown  was  then  withdrawn, 
after  a  circulation  of  only  eight  months ; 
the  2  kr.  brown  was  continued  in  use  for 
foreign  papers  other  than  those  arriving  fronk 
the  "  favoured  nations,"  and  for  the  benefit 
of  these  latter  a  1  kr.  blue  was  issaed,  which 
ia  still  in  use.  Similar  variations  took  place 
in  the  Austro-Italian  stamps,  and  these  wilt 
be  noticed  in  due  course. 

ESTELOPES. 

There  have  been  three  emissions  of  en- 
velopes respectively  accompanying,  and  of 
the  same  design  as,  the  adhesives  of  1801. 
1863,  and  1867.  The  first  issue  has,  how- 
ever, four  values,  which  arc  not  represented 


among  the  adhesives,  viz.,  20,  25,  30,  and  35 

krenzers.  Of  these  high  denominations, 
three  appear  to  have  been  comparatively 
little  nsed,  as  in  the  1863  emission,  only 
one — the  25  kr.— reappears  ;  the  third  cmia- 
sion,  that  of  1867,  has  one  value  less  than 
its  companion  set  of  labels — the  50  kr.  is 
wanting. 

To  give  a  list  of  all  the  values  and  colours 
wonld  bea  waste  of  space,  the  mere  enumera- 
tion, except  where  necessary  for  reference, 
beinj;  useless.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  original, 
and  particularly  unont  impressions  of  the  first 
series,  are  difficult  to  obtain,  and  a  young 
bcEinner  will  find  even  the  reprints  mthor 
difficult  to  get,  and  expensive  into  the 
bargain.  Of  the  second  series,  cut  copies  of 
all,  except  the  25  kr.,  can  easily  be  had,  and 
even  the  latter  cannot  by  any  means  be 
termed  rare.  Uncut  copies,  which  are  always 
to  be  preferred,  are  rather  scarce.  The  ac- 
quirement of  the  stanyis  of  the  current 
series  oflers  no  difficulty. 

LOCALS. 

The  only  locals  meriting  the  name,  are  the 
stamps  of  the  Danubian  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  which  it 
has  always  been  un-      B 
derstood  are  in  bwiii     « 
Jule  use,  and  I'epre-     1 
sent  the  tax  claimed     ^ 
of  right  by  the 


pany 


its 


Id   add,    perform    the 
"■'      17  soldi  ver- 


ijenefit  on  letters 
posted  on  board  its 
boats,  which,  I  shi 
Uannbian  mail  serv 
miliou,  and  10  s.  lilac, 

subsequently  the  higher  value  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  10  soldi  was  reissued  in 
green,  in  which  colour  it  continued  current. 

The  Leitmeritz  stamps,  of  which  fifty-five 
were  issued,  are  spurious,  and  should  be  re- 
pudiated by  all  collectors. 

The  stamps  of  the  Qallician  railway  ought 
no  more  to  bo  collected  than  those  of  our 
own  lines,  or  those  of  tbe  Danish  companies. 
P<M((i(;e. stamp  collecting,  pure  and  simple, 
will  give  quite  sufficient  occupation  to  any 
who  go  into  it,  and  "stamp  collecting  in 
all  its  branches  "  niny  be  left  to  the  advocacy 
of  foroiga  philatelists. 
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NEWLT-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
FuENCH  Republic — In  another  part  of  this 
namber  will  be  foDtid  fresK  details  respect- 
ing tbe  reHascitated  type 
■"'  of  the  old  repa'blic.  Tiiia 
type  has  now,  however, 
a  companion,  three  low 
value  Btampa  having  ap- 
peared, which  are  orna- 
mented with  a  design 
copied,  except  aa  regards 
"  the  effigy,  from  tho  im- 
perial stamps  of  the  same  denomination — 
this  design  is  here  represented.  The  com- 
plete list  now  reads  as  follows  : — 

1  centime  olive  on  green,    "^ 

2  „       brown  on  straw,  >  nnperf. 
4         „       grey  on  white,     } 

10         „       bistre,  perf.  and  nnperf., 
sevei-al  shades. 

20         „       blue,  perf.  and  nnperf., 
several  shades. 

80  „  bright  carmine,  nnperf. 
No  doubt  to  these  will  soon  be  joined 
stamps  of  30  and  41)  centimes.  The  former 
value  must  bs  in  particular  request,  as  it 
represents  the  rate  for  letters  for  this  country, 
which  has  at  present  to  be  formed  with  two 
stamps  at  least.  Wo  may  also  look  forward 
to  tbe  early  appearance  of  a  5  centimes  of 
the  republic,  old  type,  an  this  value  has 
naver  .been  issued  with  laureated  head, 
and  tho  old  stock  must  be  pretty  nearly 
exhausted.  At  Paris  the  authorities  attach 
the  5  cenlimes  of  the  empire  to  the  little 
cards  which  the  Paris  letter- writers  send 
to  their  correspondents  in  the  country.  The 
stamp  represents  the  cost  of  the  card,  and 
does  not  prepay  the  reply  which  is  to  be 
written  on  it.  These  cards  form  an  int«resting 
item  among  the  special  means  of  communi- 
cation with  Paris,  resorted  to  under  present 
circumstances.  They  lire  only  sold  in  Paris ; 
the  purchaser,  in  the  letter  he  writes,  puts 
four  questions  to  his  correspondent  in  the 
country,  which  should  be  so  framed  as  to 
admit  of  an  absolute  negative  or  affirmative 
answer  being  given  to  each.  In  his  letter  he 
inserts  the  card,  and  the  receiver  Gils  in,  on 
ruled  spaces  provided  for  the  purpose,  the 


name  of  the  district  in  which  he  reaidea, 
the  initinls  of  his  surname,  tbe  name  and 
addres.-)  of  his  fj-iend  in  Paris,  and  his  replies 
to  the  four  questions  addressed  to  him,  which 
replies  must  be  conGned  to  a  simple  yes  or 
no.  The  card  thns  filled  in  must  be  taken 
to  a  post-office,  and  one  franc  mnst  be  paid 
by  the  sender  as  postage  thereof;  the  post>> 
master,  to  whom  it  is  confided,  remits  it  in 
turn  to  the  delegate  of  the  postmaster-general 
at  Clermont  Ferrand{or  elsewhere),  and  this 
latter  transmits  the  laconic  communication 
it  contains  by  carrier  pigeon  to  Pitris. 

Spain. — The  Congress  stamps  promise  to 
become   a   numerous   family.       Onlv   eight 
months  since,  a  new  die 
was    prepared,    and    now 
behold  another,  which  dif- 
fers hardly  at  all  from  its    | 
predecessor.       The    word 
CongretQ    is    transformed 
into  Cengresao  on  the  last 
comer,  for  some  abstruse 
reason,  no  doubt,  and  that 
is  about  all  the  difference  which  exists  be- 
tween the  two  stamps. 

Spanish  Coe.o.sies. — The  new  type  is  here 
represented,  and  it  will  at  once  bo  soon  that 

I_  Senor  Eugenie  Julia,  the 
■  engraver  (whose  initials  may 
I  be  discerned  in  the  lower 
I  right  comer),  has  been 
M  taking  a  leaf  out  of  Messrs. 
I  Perkins  &  Bacon's  book. 
H  The  idea  of  the  seated  figuro 
has  evidently  been  borrowed 
from  tho  Barbados  and  Trinidad  stamps, 
though  what  or  whom  tho  said  figure  is 
intended  to  represent  is  fair  ground  for 
conjecture  —  possibly  Commerce,  possibly 
Liberty,  possibly  regenerated  Spain  holding 
out  the  olive-branch  of  peace  to  all  the  world. 
It  will  bo  noticed  that  the  petela  has  become 
the  unit  of  cnrrency,  as  in  the  old  country, 
and  also  that  the  system  of  dating  the  emis- 
sions is  maintained.  We  must  defer  giving 
a  list  of  the  colours  and  values  nntit  oar 
next. 

Unitkd  States. — We  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
L.  W.  Durbin,  of  Philadelphia,  for  notice  of 
a  rather  cnrions  handstamp  which  is  now 
used  in  tho  post  office  of  that  city.     It  con- 
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sUtfi  simply  of  a  solid  oval  disk,  with  a  lliick 
outer  line,  and  bearing  in  the  centre  the 
word  PAiu  ID  largo  letters.  This  handstamp 
is  impressed  on  the  circulaj^,  or  rather  on 
the  envelopes  which  contain  them.  We  pre- 
Kume  that  it  ia  used  only  when  ft  lar^  num- 
ber of  circulars  are  taken  to  the  office,  aud 
the  postage  is  paid  in  money. 

SvtnzBHhASD.  —  Iiiijhi-Cmtlm. — Tbo    well 
kaown  Bigi-Kaltbad  stamp  has  now  a  eom- 

Ipanion  in  the  shape  of  a 
Righi-Coolm  stamp,  of 
which  the  annexed  cut 
ia  a  representation.  It  is 
the  oval  is  blue,  and  the 
groand  and  the  flower 
ia  rose.  The  local  stamps  of  the  Rigi  are,  it 
appears,  to  be  anppressed  in  the  course  of 
,ilway  up  tho  mountain 
inpleted  in  the  course  of 


r  Bmsaela  contemporary 
T  possesses 


year,  as  the 
will  probably  be 
a  few  months. 

We  learn  from 
that  the  Helvetian  Uepublii 
field-post  envelopes. 

RvaaiA.~Beloxersk.—The  new  stamp  for 
the  Belozersk  district,  which  we  introaaced 
to  oar  readers  in  our  Novem- 
w\  ber  number,  is  here  repro- 
11  sented.  We  regret  that 
91  through  some  delay  on  the 
li  part  of  the  engravers  the  cut 
jjl  was  not  received  in  time  for 
m     insertion  last  month. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  remind 
onr  readers  that  the  lines  forming  the  hack- 
gronnd  are  of  a  reddish  yellow,  and  that  the 
remainder  of  the  stamp  is  in  black. 

Ahgentike  Republic. — The  annexed  cut  is 
inserted  simply  to  put  collectors  on  their 
gnard  against  envelopes 
bearing  the  design  it  repre- 
sents. This  design,  together 
with  two  other  siniilar  ones, 
was  fabricated  so  long  since 
as  18C6,  and  was  noticed 
and  condemned  in  our  April 
number  of  that  year  (p.  67). 
All  three  types  are  now  reproduced  and 
struck  on  envelopes,  and  tho  owners  of  the 
stock  give  out  that  they  have  received  their 
supplies  from  Bueuos  Ayres.    Even  were  this 


true,  it  would  prove  nothing,  for  what  could 
be  easier  than  to  send  them  there  for  the 
purpose  of  having  thorn  returned  ?  but 
M,  Moena  vuachos  for  the  fact  that  those  ho 
has  received  came  from  this  country.  We 
are  happy  to  Join  with  him  in  denouncing 
them  once  again,  and  we  trust  no  one  will 
be  deceived  by  them. 

New  Gk.vkada. — Candinamarca. — The  en- 
graving here  given  represents  the  5  centavos 


hhie  of  this  state,  first  noticed  by  Mr.  Pem- 
berton.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  design  differs 
somewhat  from  the  10  centAvos  described  in 
a  recent  number,  and  also  figured  here. 
The  latt«r  stamp  is  printed  in  red  on  white 
paper. 

Newfodndland. — Here  is  a  representation 
of  the  new  type  for  this 
colony,  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  our  readers  in 
the  Ifovember  number. 
Both  stamps  are  a  valua- 
ble addition  to  the  very 
beautiful  current  series, 
and  do  credit  to  designer 
and  engraver. 

Great  Bbitaiii. — A  con     .  a 

us  as  follows  :  "You  have  not  chronicled  the 
fact,  and  may  possibly  not  have  observed  it, 
that  the  plates  of  the  new  halfpenny  stamps 
are  numbered.  A  small  piece  of  the  back- 
ground, close  to  the  figure  of  value  on  each 
side,  is  removable,  that  on  the  right  baud  aide 
being  just  above,  that  on  the  left  just  below 
the  centre — and  a  numeral  is  inserted  in  these 
places.  I  have  an  unperf orated  specimen  of 
No.  I  plate,  similar,  doubtless,  to  the  one  you 
first  described,  and  the  figure,  being  a  mere 
stroke  ia  the  background,  would  certainly 
escape  notice  If  not  looked  for.  I  have  seen 
the  numbers  already  as  high  as  8." 

We  can  corroborate  onr  correspondent 'a 
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observations,  and  at  the  same  time  must  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  sharpness  of  eye. 

Holland. — On  the  1st  December  appeared 
a  2^  cents  adhesive,  of  the  arms  type,  col- 
oured violet. 

Bavaria. — The  1,  3,  and  7krenzerare  now 
perforated. 

ERRORS  OP  ENGRAVING  AND 
.      PRINTING.— V. 

BY    W.    DUDLEY    ATLEE. 

New  Granada. — We  omitted  to  mention  in 
the  proper  place  that  two  erreurs  d' impression 
exist  among  these  labels.  The  colours  of  the 
20  c,  and  50  c.  of  the  1863  issue  have  been 
reversed,  thereby  giving  us  a  20  c.  green,  and 
a  50  -C;  red.  -  , 

Parma. — We  are  of  the  same  opinion  as  tbe 
lamented  author  of  the  Revue  du  Catalogue 
BergeVy  in  respect  to  the  stamps  of  this  state 
having  been  reprinted ;  for  it  is  very  strange 
that  until,  comparatively  speaking,  lately, 
none  of  the  fifteen  errors  given  by  M. 
Moens  in  his  last  catalogue  were  known  to 
the  philatelic  world.  M.  Regnard,  in  his 
mahual,  published  six  years  since,  enumerates 
several  Modenese  varieties,  but  not  a  single 
one  for  Parma ;  the  same  may  be  said  of 
other  compilers  of  timbrophilic  works.  We 
will  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  no  error 
exists  among  the  originals,-  but  we  strongly 
advise  that  none  be  accepted,  unless  found 
upon  genuine  postmarked  copies. 

Peru. — "Pendragon"  mentions  as  a  va- 
riety a  stamp  of  this  republic  having  the 
cornucopia  on  white  ground  ;  this  difference 
is  entirely  due  to  excessive  wear  of  the  plate, 
and  is  not  worth  collecting. 

Portugal. — As  stated  previously  in  this 
volume,  the  earliest  stamps  for  Azores  had 
the  surcharged  lettering  in:  smaller  and  closer 
type  than  the  later  ones ;  specimens  also 
exist  in  which  the  word  A90RES  is  printed 
upside  down. 

Prussia. — In  the  1858  series  there  is  a 
3  sgr.  printed  in  deep  blue,  instead  of  its 
normal  yellow  colour ;  and  an  error  of  the  2 
sgr.  in  the  first  eagle  emission  "  returns  the 
compliment "  by  appearing  in  bistre.  We 
may  note  that  all  the  values  of  the  1858  set 


(except  the  6  pf.)  are  found  both  with,  and 
without  the  hureU  across  them. 

Russia. — One  of  the  very  latest  errors  is  a 
3  kop.  printed  upon  the  ground  pattern, 
containing  the  minute  and  oft-repeated  v  of 
the  5  kop.  We  think  several  sheets  must 
have  been  struck  off,  as  they  are  becoming, 
comparatively  speaking,  rather  numerous. 
According  to  M.  Mah^,  there  is  a  variety  of 
tbe  30  kop.  envelope,  having  both  the  numeral- 
and  the  circle  containing' it  slightlj  larger. 
There  are  also  visible  differences  in  the 
border,  and  in  the  shape  of  the  letters  forming 
the  inscription. 

Sandwich  Isles. — Sundry  labels  purport- 
ing to  be  rare  Hawaiian  errors,  are  sometimes 
gold  with  either  letters  or  portions  of  words 
left  out  in  the  inscription.  These  are  only 
vile  reprints  (or  even  worse),  made  to  sell, 
and  should  be  scouted  by  all  amateurs. 

St.  Helena. — In  M.  Moens*  catalogue  we 
find  a  sixpenny  given  in  red,  the  colour  of 
the  penny.  This  is  of  course  the  usual 
stamp,  only  lacking  the  superadded  value, 
and  the  black  bar.  That  this  label  was  ever 
issued  is  a  matter  of  doubt ;  it  is  more 
probable  that  a  sheet  was  obtained  from  the 
printers,  in  its  unfinished  state,  mthdr-sur- 
reptitiously  or  through  influence. 

Servia. — In  the  earliest  issue,  with  the 
head  of  sovereign,  is  the  well  known  2  pahi, 
having  the  inscription  parp.  This  exists  in 
both  the  perforated  and  the  unperforated ; 
but,  strange  to  say,  its  position  in  the  she^t 
varies  in  each. 

Shanghai. — The  first  issue  for  this  local 
post-office  is  full  of  interest,  and  now  that  so 
many  reprints  are  about  they  deserve  careful 
study.  However,  to  give  a  full  account  of 
these  stamps  is  out  of  our  present  province, 
so  we  must  confine  our  attention  solely  to 
their  varieties  .and  errors. 

The  following  list  we  can  guarantee  as 
being  complete,  and  as  not  containing  a  single 
variety  which  did  not  exist  among  the  original 
labels. 

The  value  of  the  stamps  is  inscribed  upon 
the  left  side,  and  reads  perpendicularly ;  the 
upper  character  stands  for  the  denomination 
of  value,  the  second  for  fun  (candareen),  and 
the  lower  for  yin  (silver). 

In  the  one  candareen  there  are  no  errors, 
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bat  there  are  three  kinds  of  numerals  used 
in  the  English  value ;  we  have  a  Roman  I, 
a  thick  Arahic  1,  and  a  figure  which  we  must 
term  medieval. 

There  is  a  very  peculiar  variety  in  the  2 
candareens ;  for  in  place  of  the  ordinary 
character,  signifying  liano  (two),  a  couple  of 
horizontal  lines  are  given,  Fepresenting  "a 
pair."  Some  of  the  stamps  showing  this 
difference  are  inscribed  in  the  singular  num- 
ber, as  CAMDARBEN.  In  this  value  there  are 
two  sorts  of  numerals :  the  Arabic  and 
Diedieeval. 

The  3  cand.  possesses  a  duality  of  errors, 
1>oth  of  them  in  stamps  with  the  mediaeval 
figure ;  one  has  the  value  given  in  the  singular 
and  the  other  is  inscribed  candari-ens.  .  The 
stamps  with  the  Arabic  numerals  are  with- 
out flaws. 

The  only  class  of  figure  used  for  the  4 
cand.  is  the  mediaeval.  This  value  is  found 
in  both  the  singular  and  plural  state.  A 
most  extraordinary  mistake  was  made  upon 
the  early  stamps  by  the  engraver  substituting 
the  Chinese  word  t'sien  (mace)  for  the 
correct  inscription,  fdn,  thereby  causing  the 
worth  of  the  stamp  to  read  as  forty  can- 
dareens ;  ten  candareens  being  equal  to  a 
mace.  The  error  was  soon  rectified,  and 
only  existed  on  the  plural  value. 

All  the  6  cand.  are  correctly  inscribed,  and 
have  the  mediaeval  numeml.  The  latter 
portion  of  our  last  remark  will  apply  with 
equal  force  to  the  8  cand. ;  but  both  singular 
and  plural  labels  exist  of  the  higher  value. 

In  the  12  cand.  there  is  no  error,  but  there 
are  two  varieties  of  figures,  the  mediaeval 
and  the  Roman ;  or,  to  be  more  correct,  the 
latter  must  be  described  as  a  Roman  I, 
combined  with  a  thick,  well  formed  2.  The 
16  cand.  has  similar  kinds  of  numerals  to  the 
last  mentioned  value,  and  also  is  printed  in 
both  singular  and  plural  forms. 

In  all  the  values  there  are  slight  discrepan- 
cies in  the  position  of  the  initials  L.  p.  c,  and 
of  the  stops;  but  as  the  stamps  are  type-set, 
they  cannot  be  chronicled  as  varieties. 

Sicily. — Some  time  since  the  editor  of  Le 
Ttmbrophile  described  an  error  of  the  2  grana 
inscribed  sicilla;  and  a  20  gr.  having  a 
badly  shaped  figure  1  preceding  the  20, 
causing   the   value   to  appear   as    120    gr. 


Not  having  seen  either  of  these  contortion.% 
we  give  them  with  reserve,  candidly  confess- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  our  disbelief  in  their 
authenticity. 

South  Australia. — Early  this  year  a  copy 
of  the  tenpenny  stamp  was  noted  in  these 
pages,  as  having  the  surcharged  lettering 
over  the  words  south  Australia,  instead  of 
at  foot  as  usual. 

Spain.^ — A  rara  avis  is  the  2  realesof  1855, 
printed  in  blue,  in  lieu  of  pink ;  this  error  is 
priceless,  it  being  almost  unique.  Specimens 
of  the  12  and  19  cuartos  of  1865  exist,  having 
the  head  of  her  ex- Majesty  reversed. 

Turkey. — In  the  first  issue  a  few  copies 
are  known  of  the  1  piastre,  printed  in  greenish 
blue,  but  whether  they  were  proofs  or  emitted 
stamps  is  a  moot  point.  In  the  1864  setr, 
there  exists  a  10  paras  with  the  figure  1  in 
the  angles. 

THE  THREE  STAMPS  OF  ST.  LOUIS. 

AN   investigation. 
BY   EDWARD  L.   PEMBERTON. 

We  have  had  a  lull  in  the  storm  brought 
about  by  these  stamps ;  Mr.  Phil  brick's  letter, 
in  February  last,  appears  to  have  silenced 
disbelievers,  if  it  has  not  convinced  them. 
Since  then  I  have  had  the  only  known  speci- 
mens of  the  resuscitated  20  c,  three  in  num- 
ber, handed  to  me  for  examination.  The 
discovery  of  this  value  was  quite  unlocked 
for  by  anyone,  and,  to  me,  was  pregnant 
with  suspicion,  which,  convinced  as  I  was  of 
the  authenticity  of  those  5  and  10  c.  on  thin 
paper,  which  I  had  known  for  years,  tended 
to  the  inference  that  the  recently  offered 
5  and  10  c.  on  thicker  bluish  and  greenish 
paper,  had  some  mystery  in  their  origin ;  and 
so  indeed  it  did  appear.  Of  course  I  regarded 
these  three  20  c.  with  great  doubt.  On  a 
cursory  examination,  I  found  they  had  been 
printed  from  two  altered  dies  of  the  5  c. ; 
and  I  further  found  that  in  two  specimens 
of  5  c.  from  one  of  these  dies,  there  were 
discrepancies  in  the  numeral  and  the  trifling 
strokes,  <&c.,  around  it,  and  also  in  the  head 
of  one  of  the  bears.  This  did  not  ease  my 
perplexity,  but  I  could  do  nothing  until  I 
had  more  specimens  to  examine,  for  one  5  c. 
was  on  the  thin  paper,   the  other  on  the 
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thicker  greenish,  the  20  c.  from  this  5  c.  re- 
RembliDg  both  in  certain  points ;  I  therefore 
borrowed  all  the  specimens  I  could,  and  on 
a  careful  comparison  proved  the  20  c.  stamp, 
as  well  as  the  other  5  and  10  c,  on  the 
thicker  paper,  to  be  genuine,  entirely  to  mj 
satisfaction.  I  began  as  a  sceptic,  but  ended 
a  believer,  having  convinced  myself  against 
my  own  prior  judgment. 

Af\er  what  has  been  written,  it  is  a  use- 
less waste  of  time  to  go  all  through  the 
history  and  causes  of  issue  of  the  St.  Louis 
stamps.  At  foot  are  references  to  all  the 
principal  mention  made  of  them  in  this 
magazine.  The  first  notice  of  them  is  at 
page  152,  vol.  i.  (Nov.,  1863),  where  the 
10  c.  is  given.  On  page  171  (of  the  same 
volume)  the  10  c.  is  quoted  in  Mr.  Lesley's 
famous  paper.  Although  the  next  notice 
appeal's  so  long  after  as  April,  1867  (p.  50), 
only  the  10  c.  is  given,  and  it  was  not  till 
March,  1868  (p.  34),  that  the  two  values 
were  chronicled  together.  This  is  curious, 
as  showing  their  excessive  rarity  in  Europe, 
and,  but  for  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Scott 
and  Mr.  Durbin,  they  might  have  remained 
almost  unknown.  They  were,  beyond  doubt, 
in  use  in  1845,  and  were  engraved,  at  the 
instance  of  the  postmaster,  Mr.  John  U. 
Hymor  (not  Wymer),  by  Mr.  Kershaw,  of 
St.  Louis.  He,  speaking  from  memory,  says 
this  happened  in  1848,  and  that  he  then  en- 
graved six  of  each  value.  The  date  has  been 
shown  to  be  1845  (the  New  York  5  c.  "  post- 
office  '*  was  in  use  then,  if  not  before).  As  to 
the  six  types  of  each,  these  have  not  been 
disproved,  though  I  may  state  1  can  only 
identify  three  of  each.  I  see  that  in  Febru- 
ary last  1  mentioned  having  found  a  fourth 
of  the  10  c,  but  I  cannot  verify  this  now, 
and  fear  it  must  be  an  error  made  by  me  in 
comparing  the  des(5riptions  1  published  in 
The  PhUatelist  (for  September  1869),  with 
specimens  obtained  afterwards :  for  1  now 
write  with  all  the  specimens  1  ever  had  be- 
fore me.  In  this  examination  I  have  exam- 
ined thirteen  5  c,  and  twelve  10  c. ;  ten  of 
these  twenty-five  came  across  the  Atlantic, 
lent  by  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Petrie ;  altogether 
J  had  a  number  of  specimens  never  seen  to- 
gether in  England.  1  will  take  the  5  c  value 
first,  giving  the  differences  between  the  three 


distinct  types,  and,  afterwards,  the  differences 
between  the  first  and  last  states  of  each  of 
those  types,  as  far  as  1  have  found  them. 

A  good  magnifier  is  necessary  in  the  fol- 
lowing examinations.  The  dies  of  5  c,  with 
which  I  am  acquainted,  are  three;  two  of 
these,  after  being  worked  for  a  time  were 
altered  to  20  c,  but  this  value  being  evidently 
little  wanted,  the  altered  twenties  were 
turned  back  again  into  fives :  whether  the 
third  die  was  ever  altered  to  20  c.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  determine,  neither  have  I 
found  traces  of  more  than  three  out  of  the 
six  dies  of  5  c,  stated  to  have  been  made  by 
the  engraver,  I  have  not  seen  enough  of 
them,  however,  to  be  sure  that   no  other 

exist. 

Five  Cents. 

I.— Eleven  strokea  over  saint  ;  ten  over  loitis,  one  of 
which  cuts  through  the  frame.  Eagle  very  deeoly  shaded, 
lettering  thin  and  very  uneven.  ScroU  at  Wse  has  a 
double  outline  to  the  right  ends,  and,  in  addition,  these 
ends  touch  the  frame. 

II.— Twelve  strokes  over  saint,  sixteen  over  louis. 
Eagle  slightly  shaded.  Lettering  in  garter  thick  and  more 
even ;  lettering  in  scroll,  p  of  sup&ema  very  small,  x 
verv  low  down,  e  after  it  seems  very  unfinished,  second 
p  01  poPULi  has  a  line  down  it,  and  might  be  anything. 
Scroll  not  as  in  I. 

III. — Six  strokes  over  saint  ;  eight  over  Louis,  the  top 
and  bottom  ones  being  long  strokes.  Eagle  leans  to  the 
right.  Lettering  thin  and  aueer.  D  of  stand,  and  first 
D  of  DIVIDE  very  rough,  v  or  ditto  is  a  t,  ll  of  fall  dou- 
ble lines. 

The  above  points  do  not  touch  upon  the 
figures,  because  the  numeral  of  value  is  the 
great  differing  point  between  the  5  c.  as  first 
engraved,  and  the  same  stamp  after  altera- 
tion, and  then  re-engraving,  as  5  c.  To 
assist  comparison,  and  identification  of  varie- 
ties from  this  paper,  1  have  grouped  the 
great  points  of  difference  which  exist  between 
the  first  and  last  5  c.  and  the  intermediate 

20  c,  as  thus : — 

a.  The  numeral.    There  are  always  large  open  marks  of 

shading  in  top  and  back  of  the  6,  sometimes  in 
the  ball ;  these  I  call  marks  ;  the  other  shadings  I 
call  dots  in  distinction. 

b.  The  strokes  under  saint. 

c.  The  strokes  under  louis. 

d.  The  head  of  the  be&r  to  the  right  side  of  the  stamp. 
0.  The  two  lines  of  fnime  above  numeral. 

These  will  be  found  to  embrace  all  the 
points  which  diflfer. 

Die  I. 

§  First  state  of  die,  5  c. 

a.  Marks  thus :  a  triangle  in  top,  a  diamond  in  back,  with 
four  dots  above,  and  nine  below  it,  ball  blank. 
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6,  Four  ttrokeB,  one  long,  two  Bhorter,  with  one  speck 
below,  and  just  over  the  bear's  paw  is  a  vertical 
mark. 

e.  One  rery  long,  three  short:  of  these  two  come  above 
and  two  below  point  of  bear's  ear. 

d.  B«ar*8  ears  pointed  and  shaded,  the  paw  on  garter  is 

also  shaded.  Forehead  projecting  and  rounded, 
leaving  a  de|>re8sion  above  snout.  Snout  rounded 
at  end,  and  it,  and  the  whole  head,  is  heavily 
shaded. 

§  Second  state  of  die,  20  o. 

b.  Four  8Ut>kes,  but  bolder  and  closer  than  above,  the 
vertical  stroke  over  (left)  bear*s  paw  nearly  erased. 

e.  Strokes  deeper  and  more  regular,  the  third   stroke 

(downward*)  on  a  level  with  the  bear's  ear.    l  of 

LOVI8  has  been  re-engraved. 
d.  Ears  obtuse,  strai^hter,  and  the  left  one  unshaded. 

Snout  square,  it,  and  the  whole  head,  less  shaded. 

Bear's  paw  on  garter  is  erased. 
#.  Inner  line  of  frame  half  erased  between  baimt  and 

LOVI8. 

§  Third  state  of  die,  6  c. 

«.  Marks  thus:  in  top  a  diamond,  in  back  a  long 
diamond,  with  four  dots  above  and  four  below,  in 
ball  a  black  mark.  Shading  around  figure  much 
coarser  than  in  first,  and  by  the  back  is  one  ver- 
tical curved  line,  the  outline  of  the  right  side  of 
the  0  of  the  20,  which  was  not  cleverly  erased. 

b.  Lines  and  marks  four,  graduating,  the  second  sinuous, 

and  touches  the  beu^s  ear. 

c.  Three,  one  long,  two  short,  the  last  level  with  bear's 

ear.  l  of  louis  a  trifie  longer  and  more  slanting 
than  in  the  others. 

d.  Head,  ears,  &c.,  as  last ;  the  paw  on  the  garter  is  only 

outlined. 
#.  Bulges  a  little,  showing  where  re-engraved. 

Dje  II. 
§  First  state,  5  c. 

N.B. — Not  having  the  third  state,  I  can 
only  describe  the  first  as  it  stands  with  re- 
ference to  the  second  state,  i.e.,  the  20  c. 

a,  Marks  are   these:    a  diamond   in   top,  an   upright 

diamond  in  back  with  eleven  dots  below,  those 
above  are  hidden  by  the  postmark  in  this,  the  only 
spNecimen  I  have  seen.  It  is  a  very  fine  early  copy, 
with  the  curious  feather-like  strokes  over  saint  and 
LOUIS  very  clear  under  a  magnifier— sharp  as  can 
be.  I  am  convinced  that  the  figure  6  on  this  was 
originally  engraved  1,  whether  by  accident  or  de- 
sign I  cannot  say,  but  the  straight  or  down  stroke 
of  the  5  shows  a  thin  line  to  its  right,  and  at  top, 
in  the  top  of  the  6,  are  three  minute  dots  in  a 
curve,  to  the  right  of  the  diamond  mark,  whilst  to 
the  left  are  two,  equally  small,  one  over  the  other. 

b.  Four,  one  long,  three  short. 

e.  Four,  one  long,  two  short,  and  one  speck  on  a  level 

between  the  ear  and  eye  of  the  bear  on  that  side. 

§  Second  state  of  die,  20  c. 

b.  One  long  and  one  short 

e.  Two  top  ones  half  gone,  third  quite  gone,  but  the  speck 

e.  Inner  line  gone  from  T  to  L,  and  a  smaller  piece  of 
the  cater  frame. 


§  Third  state  of  die,  5  c, 

I  have  never  found ;  doubtless  it  exists. 

Die  III. 

Of  this  die  all  I  have  seen  (six  in  number) 
are  alike,  save  that  some  have  a  clear  mark 
in  ball  of  figure,  whilst  others  have  the  ball 
blank.  The  last  are  the  earliest,  those  with 
mark  are  later,  and  possibly  were  so  altered 
when  the  two  5  c.  above  were  engraved  in 
their  last  states.  I  have  never  found  any 
other  differences,  or  any  thing  pointing  to 
the  existence  of  a  20  c.  from  this  die. 

§  First  state  of  die,  5  c. 

a.  Marks  are  these:  a  long  diamond  in  top,  a  misshapen 

one  in  back  with  four  dots,  and  nine  below  it,  oall 
with  a  slight  speck.  Later  this  was  engraved 
deeply,  becoming  a  transverse  pear-shaped  mark. 

b.  Four,  one  long,  two  short,  and  one  speck. 

e.  Four,  one  long  and  deep,  three  shorter,  of  which  the 
middle  one  is  smallest. 

This  finishes  the  5  and  20  c.  specimens  at 
my  disposal.  The  existence  of  the  third 
state  5  c,  die  I.,  on  one  of  the  well-known 
old  copies,  is  an  argument  which  clinches 
the  genuineness  of  the  20  c,  and  con- 
sequently of  the  later-found  specimens  of 
dies  I.,  II.,  and  III.,  on  thickish  paper,  of 
the  first  states. 

Ten  Cents. 

Of  this  value  I  have  identified  three  dies. 
As  they  have  never  been  altered  (to  my 
knowledge),  the  simple  differences  as  given 
below,  will  sufl&ce  to  distinguish  one  die 
from  the  others : — 

Die  I. — ^Three  curved  lines  at  foot ;  at  i,  five ;  at  <?,  four 

strokes. 
Die  n. — Three  curved  lines  with  a  smaller  stroke  over 

each,  at  foot;  at  b.  four;  at  c,  four  strokes. 
Die  III. — Three  curved  lines,  with  a  smaller  stroke  over 

each,  and  with  dots  added  between  the  two  strokes 

at  each  end,  at  foot;  at^,  five  (two  last  are  specks) ; 

at  c,  five  (the  last  a  speck). 

In  conclusion:  the  earliest  specimens  of 
5  and  10  c.  were  printed  on  an  opaque  paper 
of  a  delicate  greenish  grey  tint;  later,  of  a 
dull  grey-blue,  getting  thinner;  and  lastly,  on 
a  very  thin  dull  grey  paper,  more  or  less 
transparent.  Some  copies  are  shown  upon 
white,  but  these  are  copies  from  which  the 
colour  has  1>een  discharged  by  chemicals. 
The  three  20  c.  are  in  the  second  mentioned 
paper. 
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POSTAGE  STAMPS  FROM  THE 
SEAT  OP  WAR.— II. 

The  information  we  have  been  able  to  collect 
during  the  past  month  respecting  the  new 
French  republic  stamps,  enables  us  to  correct, 
on  some  points,  that  which  we  gave  in  our 
last  number,  and  to  add  some  fresh  details. 

The  20  centimes  was  issued  at  Boulogne 
(whence  all  our  knowledge  of  the  provincial 
emission  is  derived)  early  in  December,  and, 
contrary  to  the  assertions  of  the  postal 
authorities  there,  it  turned  out  to  be  un- 
perforated.  This  fact  alone  tended  to  remove 
such  doubts  as  we  felt,  when  last  writing,  as 
to  the  issue  of  an  independent  provincial 
series,  and  our  surmises  were  confirmed  by 
the  statement  made  by  the  officials  to  our 
correspondent,  to  the  effect  that  the  stamps 
they  were  selling  had  been  struck  off  in 
Bordeaux, 

The  first  sheets  of  the  20  c,  issued  in 
Boulogne,  consisted  of  five  evenly-printed 
specimens  of  two  shades,  dark  and  light 
blue.  Those  since  supplied,  however,  show 
a  marvellous  deterioration  in  the  working, 
due,  no  doubt,  to  the  extreme  softness  of  the 
plates.  In  fact,  the  stamps  at  first  sight 
appeared  to  be  mere  lithographic  copies  of 
the  fine  original  engraving,  so  coarse  was  the 
impression.  All  the  lines  on  the  crown  of 
the  head  are  worn  away,  leaving  a  large 
white  space ;  the  shading  across  the  neck 
and  cheek  has  also  almost  entirely  disap- 
peared ;  the  fine  ground  in  the  spandrels  is 
half-filled  with  colour,  and  the  lettering  from 
the  same  cause  is  rendered  indistinct.  It 
must  not  be  thought,  moreover,  that  we 
base  this  description  on  the  examination  of 
a  single  specimen  of  two  or  three.  We  have 
before  us  twenty-five  unused  and  uncut 
copies,  forming  the  section  of  a  sheet,  and 
consisting  of  five  rows  of  five.  Further- 
more, our  correspondent  informs  us  he  has 
received  similar  blurred  copies  on  letters 
from  Laval,  a  town  in  the  west  of  France. 
It  therefore  seems  pretty  clear  that  towards 
the  last  the  plate  "  gave  way,"  to  a  large 
extent. 

Only  a  limited  supply,  to  meet  immediate 
requirements,  appears  to  have  been  sent  out. 
Both  10  and  20  c.  were  used  up  in  Boulogne 


within  a  few  days  of  their  emission,  and 
their  places  were  temporarily  occupied  by 
the  stamps  of  the  empire.  Since  then,  how- 
ever, a  fresh  supply  has  been  received. 

We  noticed  last  month  that  the  colour  of 
the  provincial  10  c.  was  a  very  light  yellow- 
ish bistre.  Some  few  copies  have,  however, 
been  struck  off  in  a  reddish  bistre,  approach- 
ing, probably,  the  shade  of  its  Parisian  con- 
gener, in  which  shade  the  details  of  the 
design  show  up  remarkably  well. 

Since  the  above  has  been  in  type  we  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  receive  copies  of  the 
one  centime,  and  are  able  to  give  an  en- 
graving thereof.  It  will  be  seen  that  apart 
from  the  change~in  the  portrait,  the  design 
is  absolutely  the  same  as  that  of  the  lately- 
issued  laureated  one  centime  of  the  empire. 
The  colour  is  also  exactly  the  same,  but,  like 
the  other  stamps  from  Bordeaux,  these,  too, 
are  unperforated. 

Le  Timbre- Poste,  which  has  just  reached  us, 
confirms  our  statement  that  the  provincial 
series  is  fabricated  at  Bordeaux,  and  adds 
that  the  work  is  performed  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  postal  authorities  of  the 
Gironde. 

It  appears  from  our  contemporary  that,  in 
addition  to  the  values  which  are  known  to 
us,  there  have  also  appeared  an  80  centimes 
bright  carmine  of  the  old  type,  and  2  c.  light 
brown  on  straw,  and  4  c.  grey  on  white, 
of  the  same  type  as  the  imperial  stamps  of 
the  same  value,  but  differing  in  detail  from 
the  new  1  c.  Our  contemporary  states  posi- 
tively that  the  stamps  are  lithographed;  if  so, 
and  we  would  not  question  the  statement, 
we  must  say  that  the  fine  copies  of  the  old 
design  are  masterpieces  of  lithography. 

PAR  BALLON  MONTE. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Dr.  Magnus's 

letter  to  Mons.  Moens,  to  which  reference 

was  made  in  our  last : — 

Paris,  6  November,  1870. 
Tlie  invasion  of  France  by  the  German  army,  followed 
as  it  has  been  by  the  calling  to  arms  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  and  the  suspension  of  all  business, 
has  done  great  injury  to  the  study  of  stamps.  Whilst  our 
friend,  B.  L.  [Bcrger-Levrault],  submitted  in  Strasbourg 
to  a  disastrous  siege,  of  the  effects  of  which  on  him  we  are 
still  in  ignorance,  others  fled  precipitately  from  Paris,  in 
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conee<}uence  of  the  invasioii,  or  because  of  the  downfall  of  the 
iiii)>enal  government.  The  majority,  however,  remained 
in  the  city,  and  in  the  ranks  of  the  National  Guard  has 
aided  in  its  defence.  Not  to  speak  of  the  frequent  dis- 
turbance oo^asioned  by  the  daily  drills  and  the  mounting 
of  guard  on  the  ram])arts,  which  have  been  common  to 
everybody,  we  inhabitants  of  the  suburbs  have  had  to 
quit  our  nomes,  and  bring  away  with  us  our  most  valued 
possessions.  As  you  may  well  suppose,  mv  collection  has 
not  been  forgotten,  but  is  packed  up  in  tout  or  five  cases 
or  pasteboara  boxes,  and,  thus  stowed  away,  it  is  not  easy 
to  refer  to  it  at  present.  It  is  impossible,  then,  to  con- 
tinue  the  revision  of  my  manuscript  on  the  envelope 
stamos  or  to  send  you  copy.  That  is  a  labour  which  can 
only  DC  taken  up  after  peace  has  been  made. 

The  learned  writer  then  proceeds  to  give 

details    respecting    the    postal   regulations 

adopted  during  the  siege,  and  winds  up  with 

the  following  remarks : — 

What  more  can  I  tell  you  about  which  you  are  not 
better  informed  than  I }  The  journals  have  talked  of 
German  postage  stamps  being  used  in  our  invaded  pro- 
vinces, and  of  their  denominations  being  repi-esented  in 
French  money.  These  are  but  rumours  for  us ;  for  the 
last  stamp  magaxine  received  bears  date  the  1st  Septem- 
ber. When  will  it  finish,  this  isolation,  which  bears  so 
heavily  on  our  spirits } 

THE   SWISS   STAMPS.— 11. 

BY  FBNTONIA. 

Next  in  dale  to  the  Geneva  stamps,  according 
to  tradition,  are  the  Zurich  stamps  ;  hut  are 
they  bond 'fide  postage  stamps  at  all  ?  "Of 
course  they  are,**  say  the  dons ;  "  none  but 
the  most  crotchety  sceptic  could  doubt 
it."  Be  it  so.  I  know  nothing  for  or  against 
the  assumption,  and  certainly  both  those 
pronounced  forged  and  those  pronounced 
genuine,  often  bear  a  very  pretty  obliteration, 
quite  like  an  orthodox  postmark.  Tradition 
states  their  value  to  be  4  and  6  centimes — 
ceniimes  be  it  observed — though  Zurich  is  a 
German  canton,  and  therefore  at  that  time,  if 
not  now,  most  likely  using  rappen.  It  is 
also  a  remarkable  fact,  that  though  Zurich 
is  the  centre  of  German  Switzerland,  and 
though  the  German  language  (and  in  the 
rural  districts  a  German  patois)  is  spoken, 
yet  the  inscription  on  the  stamps  is  French. 
And  then  the  exceptional  word  "  taxe,'* 
which,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  occurs 
on  no  other  stamp  admitted  as  postal,  except 
on  a  sort  of  mongrel  accredited  to  Turkey 
(described  in  The  Stamp-Collector^ s  Magazine^ 
vol.  4,  p.  185),  and  on  that  it  is  surmounted 
by  the  words  "  Poste- Locale."  I  am  not 
sufficiently  a  linguist  to  define  the.  various 


meanings  to  which  the  word  "taxe"  is  in 
French  applied,  but  I  believe  that  while  it 
means  a  rate  or  price  fixed  on  anything,  and 
might  therefore  include  postage  stamps,  yet 
it  is  more  ^nerally  employed  to  designate 
an  impost  or  revenue  tax.  Zurich  may  be 
considered,  as  regards  sise  and  importance, 
the  metropolis  of  Switzerland,  though  it 
shares  by  turns  with  Berne  and  Lucerne  the 
honour  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Federal 
Diet.  The  four  well-known  fiscal  stamps 
for  the  "  Kanton  Bern,**  at  one  time  thought 
to  be  postal,  have  the  value  and  spelling  after 
Gt^rman  fashion,  and  are,  therefore,  exempt 
from  the  anomaly  attributable  to  Zurich. 

Much  has  been  written  as  to  the  true 
standard  of  genuineness.  Some  trust  in  the 
hyphen,  some  in  the  fine  pink  lines,  some  in 
the  border  pattern,  and  "when  doctors  differ, 
who  shall  agree  ?**  If  any  are  genuine,  I 
should  give  the  palm  to  those  having  a 
diaeresis  over  the  u  in  Zurich,  considering  the 
other  points  of  minor  importance. 

The  (so-called)  Winterthur  stamp  comes 
next  under  review.  The  date  of  its  emission, 
its  locality,  and  its  duration,  have  yet  to  be 
discovered.  As  Basle  had  a  2^  rappen  stamp 
as  early  as  1848,  it  might  have  been  issued 
about,  or  soon  afler,  that  date  for  general 
use  throughout  the  confederation — obts  post 
on  one  side,  and  poste  locale  on  the  other, 
indicating  it  was  intended  for  both  German 
and  French  cantons.  It  was  probably  but  a 
short  time  in  use,  when  doubtless  it  was 
found  more  convenient  to  issue  separate 
stamps,  of  which  the  leading  feature  was, 
as  also  on  stamps  of  higher  value,  the  white 
cross  on  red  shield  of  Federal  Switzerland, 
which  differs  only  from  that  of  Savoy  by 
the  cross  not  touching  the  shield — alesS  in 
French.  And  here,  though  it  is  a  digression 
from  the  main  subject,  I  would  remark  on 
the  red  cross  worn  by  neutrals,  tending  the 
sick  and  wounded  in  the  present  terrible 
war,  being  termed  the  Geneva  cross.  It  cer- 
tainly has  nothing  to  do  with  the  heraldry 
of  the  city  and  canton.  Some  one  has  said 
that  it  was  decided  on  by  the  European 
powers  as  a  distinguishing  badge,  in  a  cer- 
tain treaty  recently  made  at  Geneva,  pro- 
viding for  the  better  care  of  men  wounded 
in  battle  ;  but  my  researches  in  the  only  con- 
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temporaneoufl  history  at  hand — The  Annual 
Register — have  not  been  suecessfol  in  finding 
any  mention  of  such  a  treaty.  Mais  reveiums 
a  no8  moutons. 

The  4  c.  and  5  c.  oblong  stamps  come 
next  in  date  of  emission.  The  former  is  so 
rare,  that  it  has  sometimes  crossed  my  mind 
that  it  might  have  been  a  misprint  (the  de- 
vice and  colours  being  identical  on  both 
stamps),  of  which  only  a  few  sheets  were 
circulated  before  it  was  officially  suppressed. 
Being  nearly  the  same  shape  and  size  as  the 
(so-called)  Winterthur  stamp,  they  might 
have  have  been  for  a  time  contemporaries, 
as  it  now  appears  was  the  case  with  the  5 
centimes  (Vaud^,  and  the  5  rappen  Uayon  L 
on  blue  ground.  In  all  these  stamps  we  have 
the  inevitable  horn,  called  indiscriminately 
by  Mount  Brown,  a  post-horn,  and  a  hunt- 
ing-horn— the  latter  the  most  heraldic,  the 
former  the  most  appropriate  term. 

[Fentonia  ha«  evidently  not  met  with  a  record  of  the 
Geneva  convention,  to  which  all  the  Great  Powers  were 


parties.— Ed]. 


(To  be  continued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

M.  BERGER-LEVRAULT,  OF  STRASBOURG. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.*' 

Sib,— What  became  of  that  useful  friend  to  philately. 
Mons.  Berger-Levrault,  during  the  siege  of  Strasbourg  r 
Has  he  been  able  to  save  his  stamps  fh>m  the  general 
wreck,  and  re-establish  his  business,  which,  if  I  mistake 
not,  was  that  of  a  publisher  or  bookseller  ? 

Clifton.  FENTONU. 

[M.  Oaear  Bflrffer-LemuiU  la  a  printer  and  pnbtlahcr,  at  the  head  of  a 
Tery  large  ««taoii«hnm)t,  etnplojing  manj  bundredt  of  workmen.  Krom 
fbanding  tb«  trpe  and  preparing  the  lith(i^^niphl«  stonn,  to  turning  out 
the  eomplHc  oonnd  volume,  everr  operation  and  trade  waa  carried  on 
upon  the  premiMs,  and  works  or  the  most  snmptooas  and  elaborate 
efiameter  wer»  produced  there.  We  regret  to  state  that  no  replies  have 
been  received  to  Tarious  communications  sent  to  him  sinoe  the  siege 
ended ;  but  probably  the  pressure  of  more  serious  business  has  prevented 
M.  Ber^er-LeTranlt  attending  to  phUatelle  matters.— Ej>.] 


THE  SOUTH  AFRIC.VN  REPUBLIC  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb.'' 

Sir, — We  observe  in  the  November  number  of  your 
valuable  magazine,  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Dudley 
Atlee,  respecting  the  South  African  Kepublio  proofs, 
which  we  cannot  allow  to  pass  unnoticed. 

Mr.  Atlce  states  that  these  proofs  were  obtained  from 
the  German  engraver;  this  is  a  mistake,  as  we  have 
several  of  Mr.  Jeppe*s  letters,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
presenting  us  with  a  great  number  of  them,  and  in  the 
last,  dated  July  20th,  1870,  he  says,  *'I  enclose  a//  the 
proofs  which  I  have.*'  We  can  fuily  endorse  Mr.  Alice's 
remarks  as  to  the  genuineness  of  all  the  Transvaal  stamps  ; 
in  fact,  we  never  met  with  kny  collector  who  had  a  doubt 
of  them. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Plymouth,  STANLEY,  GIBBONS,  &  CO. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

D.  H.  E.,  San  Francisco. — We  are  glad  to  have  been 
favoured  with  a  sight  of  the  rather  curious  lottery  tickets 
of  your  town. 

R.  J.  K.,  St.  John,  Newfoundland.— Accept  our  thanks 
for  specimens  of  your  new  three-cent  stamp.  The  can- 
celling mark  on  the  used  copy  is  a  curiosity  in  its  way. 

Gertinelliannie. — Your  twopence  South  Australia, 
with  S.  P.  impressed  in  large  letters,  is  used  by  the  magis- 
trates, and  stands  for  stipendiary  or  special  magistrate. 
We  have  never  seen  one  franking  a  letter  to  this  country, 
therefore  think  it  probable  they  are  used  only  within  the 
limits  of  the  colony. 

Urbanus,  Stoke-Damerel. — We  cannot  inform  you 
how  the  Pope  will  manage  to  get  his  letters  conveyed 
through  the  post.  It  will  certainly  be  rather  infra  dig, 
to  use  the  Italian  stamps  bearing  the  effigy  of  his  con- 
queror; yet  we  doubt  whether  the  pontifical -stamps  will 
long  have,  even  if  they  have  now,  any  postal  value. 

E.  Beveridob,  Dunfermline,  complains  that  some 
months  back  he  paid  a  dealer,  now  residing  in  Battersea, 
ten  shillings  for  a  set  of  the  first  Swedish  stamps,  stipu- 
lating for  liberty  to  return  them,  should  they  turn  out  to 
be  reprints.  As  they  in  fact  were  reprints  he  sent  them 
back  on  the  24  th  September,  and  has  not  heard  since  from 
the  seller,  who,  we  trust,  for  his  own  credit's  sake,  has 
simply  overlooked,  and  will  now  arrange,  the  matter. 

J.  C,  Manchester. — We  insert  jrour  notice  of  the  nu- 
merals on  the  halfpenny  English  in  our  article  on  New 
Issues. — 1.  Your  Confederate  one  cent  belongs  to  the 
second  printing,  commonly  called  the  genuine  old  set,  the 
first  stamps  were  yellower. — 2,  Your  Spanish  **  Habilitado" 
is  a  genuine  original.— 3.  We  see  no  reason  for  supposing 
that  your  medio-real  San  Domingo  is  a  reprint. —4,  6. 
These  two  St.  Domingo  stamps  belong  to  different  issues. 
— 6.  The  Antigua  penny  is  simply  a  faded  specimen. — 
7.  Your  Blood's  Penny  Post  is  an  original  and  somewhat 
scarce  stamp,  worth,  say,  Jl^6.— 8.  1  he  New  Brunswick 
stamp  is  genuine. — 9.  The  Vimn  Isles  sixpence  is  a  good 
but  rather  faded  copy. — 10.  Your  2  r.s.  Danish  is  also 
genuine ;  this  type  exists  on  plain  white  paper  without 
the  burelage :  unused  copies  are  not  rare ;  tney  are  worth 
about  6/-  each. 

J.  H.  R.,  York. — You  are  right  in  assuming  that  the 
circulation  of  what  are  termed  the  Alsace  and  Lorraine 
stamps  is  not  confined  merely  to  those  provinces,  but  is 
co-extensive  with  the  German  occupation.  We  received 
a  short  time  since  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  holding  a 
high  position  in  the  Hamburg  post-office,  in  which  he 
explained  that  the  Prussian  postal  service  in  France  is 
sub-divided  into  three  distinct  branches.  There  is,  first, 
that  of  the  departments  bordering  on  the  Rhine,  which 
the  Prussians  purpose  annexing— this  service  is  org^ised 
on  a  permanent  basis ;  secondly,  there  is  the  service  for 
those  parts  of  France  which  the  Prussians  may  be  said  to 
firmly  hold,  such  as  the  districts  fh>m  Metz  round  to 
Laon ;  and,  thirdly,  "what  may  be  termed  the  field  or 
movable  service,  which  comes  into  operation  in  places 
only  temporarily  occupied.  In  this  connection  it  may  not 
be  uninteresting  to  mention  that  at  Amiens  the  Prussians 
have  introduced  a  veritable  reform  in  the  postal  rates ; 
their  office  carries  letters  for  all  the  occupied  parts  of 
the  country  for  ten  centimes,  or  only  half  the  regular 
amount.  Letters  for  the  uninvaded  provinces,  however, 
are  charged  20  centimes,  and  we  presume  must  be  open. 
If  any  are  sent  they  must  reach  their  destination  by  some 
very  circuitous  route. — ^There  is  not  a  grey  two-ehiUing 
Mauritius. 
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OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

From  a  variety  of  circumstances,  which  it  is 
nnnecessary  to  recapitulate  here,  we  have 
been  unable  to  continue  our  usual  aiticle  on 
our  confreres^  but  we  have  now  much  pleasure 
in  resuming  our  pen,  and  shall  endeavour  to 
analyse  contemporary  publications  in  the 
same  fraiik  and  friendly  spirit  which  it  has 
always  been  our  aim  to  manifest. 

The  Fhilaielist  maintains  its  character  as 
a  high-class  and  valuable  journal,  full  of 
use^l  information  and  interesting  read- 
ing. The  current  number  contains  an  an- 
nouncement to  the  effect  that  supplements 
will  be  given  from  time  to  time,  and  a  num- 
ber of  articles,  by  experienced  writers,  are 
promised. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  present 
immber  is  Mr.  Stourton's  reply  to  Mr.  Atlee's 
attack  on  his  prize  essay  on  Swiss  stamps. 
We  are  not  going  to  discuss  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  that  essay  in  detail ;  that  it 
was  not,  however,  a  very  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  stamp  lore  is  now  generally  admitted; 
but  we  think  the  style  in  which  the  contro- 
versy is  carried  on  is  capable  of  improve- 
ment, and  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  the 
editor  of  The  PhiJatelist  is,  we  think,  evident 
from  some  remarks  in  his  New  Year's  ad- 
dress, in  which  he  deprecates  dissensions 
among  philatelists.  Mr.  Atlee,  in  his  attack, 
lays  great  stress  on  the  fact  that  the  essay 
was  written  by  John  Marmaduke  Stourton, 
and  repeatedly  notices  it  in  the  course  of  his 
critique,  but  surely  it  is  no  more  a  disad- 
vantage to  Mr.  Stourton  to  have  been 
christened  John  Marmaduke,  than  it  is  an 
advantage  to  Mr.  Atlee  to  be  styled  "  W. 
Dudley,"  and  certainly  the  names  of  the  dis- 
putants neither  add  to,  nor  take  away  from, 
the  value  of  their  assertions  with  respect  to 
the  Swiss  stamps.  We  should  not  presume 
to  give  Mr.  Atlee  a  lesson  in  the  art  of  using 
sarcasm  as  a  weapon,  nor  is  there  any  neces- 
sity to  impress  on  Mr.  Stourton  the  excel- 
lence of  modesty,  but  we  do  not  mind  saying 
that  it  is  possible  to  show  a  brother  collector 
his  error  in  amicable  terms,  and  if  the  said 
brother  "  doesn't  see  it,"  he  might  justify  his 
want  of  perception  in  moderate  language. 
So  much  for  personal  questions.     If  in  the 


exercise  of  a  benevolent  neutrality  we  have 
managed  to  offend  both  combatants,  as  third 
parties  generally  do,  we  shall  still  have  the 
satisfaction  of  having  protested  against  tho 
introduction  of  undue  acerbity  into  philatelic 
discussions. 

Le  Timbre-Fosie^  which  has  become  the  sole 
influential  representative  of  foreign  philate- 
lists since  the  siege  of  Paris,  continues  to 
appear  with  its  usual  regularity,  and  its  pages 
are  never  wanting  in  interest.  In  the  pre- 
sent number  there  are  two  good  ai*ticles,  the 
tii'st  on  the  stamps  of  Providence  (Rhode 
Island),  the  second  on  two  newly-discovered 
varieties  of  Finnish  envelopes.  The  former 
article  is  devoted  to  a  very  close — almost  too 
close — analysis  of  a  sheet  of  the  Providence 
five-cent  stamps,  whence  the  writer  demon- 
strates that  the  twelve  stamps  of  which  the 
sheet  is  composed,  were  all  separately  en- 
graved. He  further  argues  that  the  ten-cent 
stamp  was  never  officially  issued,  but  that, 
in  fact,  it  owes  its  existence  to  a  blander  of 
the  engraver.  The  sheet,  whence  he  de- 
scribes, is  composed  of  four  rows  of  three 
stamps,  eleven  out  of  the  twelve  stamps  thus 
formed  are  of  the  value  of  five  cents,  but  the 
twelfth  is  inscribed  "ten  cents,"  and  there  is 
good  reason  to  suppose  that  the  word  "  ten  " 
was  written  by  mistake.  With  regard  to 
the  forgeries  of  these  stamps,  the  following 
remarks  are  valuable  r — 

The  false  8tami)8  can  easily  be  recognised.  The  five 
cents  has  been  copied  from  a  type  having  the  word  cextA 
without  punctuation,  and  with  the  five  balls  (or  pearls) 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  oval.  This  oval  measures  on 
the  outside  23 J  millimetres  wide,  and  18^  millimetres 
high.  The  lines  which  form  the  frame  of  one  of  the  imita- 
tions, have  a  double  thickness  to  left,  and  right,  and 
below,  whilst  in  the  real  stamps  only  the  lines  on  the 
right  and  below  show  the  double  thickness.  The  lettering 
of  ttie  inscription  on  the  ten  cents  is  much  thinner ; 
the  o  of  PKOV.  especially  is  desperately  thin,  compared 
with  the  genuine.  The  dimensions  are,  above  all,  notioe- 
able— 22f  mill,  by  \1\  mill.  As  to  the  design,  the  imita- 
tions are  so  gross,  that  no  one  who  has  once  seen  the 
genuine  stamps  can  mistake  them. 

The  article  on  the  Finland  stamps  is  de- 
voted to  the  consideration  of  a  5  kop.  indigo 
and  10  cents  carmine  (1850  type)  oti  hlu& 
paper.  The  specimens  from  which  M.  Moens 
describes  were  cut  round,  but  he  very  cleverly 
proves  that  they  must  be  portions  of  covers, 
and  not  envelopes.  The  only  diflficulty  pre- 
sented by  the  stamps  lies  in  the  postmark?, 
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which,  with  one  exception,  bear  the  date 
1858.  This,  however,  is  saccessfully  dis- 
posed of  by  the  writer,  and  1 850  satisfac- 
torily fixed  as  the  date  of  emission. 

Tlie  American  Stamp  Mercury, — The  cur- 
rent impression    consist   of   three   "  whole 
numbers,"  as  they  are  termed  in  American 
parlance,  it  being,  in  fact,  intended  to  do  duty 
for  three  months, — October,  November,  and 
December,  1870, — and  accordingly  it  is  ac- 
companied by  three  "  gratis  "  stamps.     The 
number  opens  with  a  prospectus  for  1871,  in 
which  the  reader  is  informed  that  the  "centre 
page  "is  in  future  to  be  omitted,  to  afford 
facilities  for  giving  large  illustrations,  such 
as  post  cards,  war  envelopes,  ^.,  a  facility 
of  which  we  hope  the  publisher  will   not 
hesitate  to  avail  himself.     The  number  of 
pages  will  vary  from  twenty  to  forty,  "accord- 
ing to  press   of    matter    [and    matter   in 
press  ?],  number  of  advertisements,  and  sub- 
scribers."   The  editor  frankly  announces  his 
intention  to  republish  all  the  original  articles 
which  appear  in  this  and  other  magazines, 
and  to  accompany  the  reprints  with  editorial 
notes.    This  will  be  by  no  means  a  bad  plan, 
especially  if  applied  to  contributions  which 
have  been  some  time  in  print.     In  our  own 
magazine  there  have  appeared  many  articles 
on  the  stamps  of  different  countries,  which 
were  of  considerable  value  when  they  ap- 
peared, but  of  which  certain  portions  have 
been  rendered    obsolete   by   the   march   of 
knowledge.    Were  they  now  to  be  reprinted 
with  explanatory  notes,  and  the  necessary 
additions  to  bring  them  up  to  date,   they 
would,  we  are  persuaded,  be  of  much  use  to 
collectors,  who  lack  either  the  time  or  the 
knowledge  to  make  the  needed  corrections 
when  reading  these  articles  in  their  original 
form. 

In  fulfilment  of  his  intention  to  reprint, 
the  editor  gives  an  instalment  of  Mr.  W.  D. 
Atlee's  paper  on  "  Errors  of  Engraving,"  to 
which  succeeds  an  article  on  "New  Stamps," 
and  this  in  turn  is  followed  by  a  really  ex- 
cellent and  comprehensive  article,  by  Mr. 
John  E.  Robson,  on  "  Provisional  Stamps." 
It  is  written  in  a  freer  and  more  graceful 
style  than  that  which  usually  characterises 
the  compositions  of  American  writers,  and  it 
is  a  pity  that  it  should  be  disfigured,  as  it 


certainly  is,  by  the  proof-reader's  careless- 
ness. When  we  see,  in  a  quotation  from 
Levrault,  that  a  stamp  "n'a  jamicies  existe," 
the  effect  of  this  statement  on  the  mind  re- 
sembles the  effect  on  the  ears  produced  by 
drawing  a  pencil  at  a  very  acute  angle  across 
a  slate.  Again,  "  Kanton  Berve  "  is  a  rough 
way  of  writing  "  Kanton  Bern,"  and  surely 
there  was  no  necessity  for  referring  to  the 
"  Gonnal "  stamp. 

The  Mercury  winds  up  with  a  sharp  but 
well- merited  criticism  on  the  latest  edition  of 
Lallier,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Balch. 
We,  for  our  part,  have  given  up  the  attempt 
to  review  this  work.  We  have  been  at  the 
pains  of  pointing  out,  more  than  once,  the 
numerous  errors  which  render  the  album 
unworthy  the  support  of  collectors,  but,  as 
its  author  chooses  to  pursue  his  vagaries, 
there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  let  him  go  his 

way. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philately,  The 
number  before  us  completes  the  third  volume 
of  this  journal ;  with  it  is  given  a  sheet  con- 
taining engravings  of  the  10  stamps  forming 
the  1870  issue  of  the  United  States,  printed 
in  their  proper  colours,  or  a  near  approach 
thereto  ;  and  to  prevent  the  chance  of  their 
being  fraudulently  employed,  they  are  all 
marked  with  the  word  specimen,  in  small 
letters.  The  contents  of  the  number  are  not^ 
as  a  whole,  very  interesting,  a  long  list  of 
match  stamps  forming  the  leading  feature ; 
and  an  inordinate  proportion  of  the  total 
space  being  occupied  with  reviews.  In  the 
article  on  new  stamps  we  find  the  following 
piece  of  information  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
suppression  of  the  1869  series  of  United 
States  stamps. 

"We  are  now  enabled  to  inform  our  readers  and  Mends 
of  the  press  of  a  little  circumstance  that  has  been  kept 
pretty  well  concealed,  but  perhaps  these  few  lines  may 
open  the  eyes  of  the  people  who  pay  the  taxes.  After  a 
few  hundred  sheete  of  the  fifteen  and  twenty-four  cent 
stamps  of  the  1860  issue  had  been  delivered,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  a  few  of  the  stamps  on  each  sheet  had  the 
picture  inverted  in  the  frames.  The  government  refused 
to  receive  them,  and  only  half  sheets  of  those  values  were 
issued.  This  mistake  would  have  compelled  the  company 
to  prepare  new  plates  for  these  values,  and  of  course  they 
would  not  have  been  paid  for  them,  so  they  adopted  the 
bright  dodge  of  setting  the  papers  to  run  down  the  new 
issue,  so  that  they  would  be  required  to  get  new  plates  by 
the  department,  which  they  would  be  paid  for.  We  aU 
know  how  well  they  succeeded  ;  however,  to  philatelists 
this  makes  two  interesting  varieties  which  are  very  scarce. 
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There  is  probably  a  great  deal  of  truth  in 
these  statements,  bat  the  1869  series,  as  a 
whole,  justly  merited  the  condemnation  it 
received. 

We  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
viewing the  weekly  edition  of  the  A,  J,  I\ 
and  it  appears  that  we  never  shall  have  it, 
tinless  we  content  ourselves  with  the  ezami* 
nation  of  the  numbers  already  in  existence, 
as,  if  the  statement  made  in  a  contemporary 
be  well  founded,  the  weekly  edition  has  been 
dropped.  We  are  sorry,  but  not  altogether 
surprised  that  the  speculation  has  proved  an 
unsuccessful  oi)e ;  if  we  may  be  permitted  to 
make  a  bad  pun,  the  weekly  was  never 
strong ;  it  was,  in  fact,  but  the  shadow  of 
the  monthly,  and  had  no  independent  exist- 
tence  of  its  own,  but  we  should  have  been 
glad  to  learn  that  the  steam-press  which  the 
publishers  had  set  up  for  the  printing  off  of  the 
edition  had  been  working  over- time,  instead 
of  being,  as  it  now  is,  **  locked  out." 

Mason^s  Coin  and  Stamp^CoUector^s  Maga- 
zine again  merits  the  reproach  of  being  all 
"coin"  and  no  "stamp."  The  Philatelic 
department  is  compressed  into  a  page  and 
a  half,  and  nearly  a  third  of  this  space  is 
occupied  with  a  list  of  "  private  proprietary 
stamps." 

de  Kuriositi  Kahinet  has  reached  its  fourth 
number,  the  first  page  of  which  contains  an 
article  relating,  as  we  at  first  supposed, 
to  craniology.  Read  by  phonetic  light,  how- 
ever, the  title  "Ameiikan  and  Ydropian 
ski&ls"  resolves  itself  into  "American  and 
European  schools,"  and  we  "guess"  the  paper 
discusses  their  respective  merits.  We  have 
not  ventured  to  attempt  to  decipher  the 
entire  article,  but  with  infinite  pains  we  have 
managed  to  translate  the  following  para- 
graph:— 

The  margin  of  a  postage  stamp  is  of  as  much  importance 
as  that  of  any  other  engraving,  and  we  consider  any  radical 
change  {e^fij)  in  the  paper,  such  as  pcrforatioUf  water- 
mark, or  quality,  as  noteworthy  as  an  alteration  in  the 
engraving. 

These  observations  are  wise  and  truthful, 
and  if  the  rest  of  the  paper  is  made  up  of 
equally  sensible  remarks,  we  can  only  say,  it 
is  a  pity  it  is  not  written  in  "  plain  English," 
for  then  we  could  have  given  our  contem- 
porary's notions  on  a  difficult  question  in  their 
entirety. 


The  Stamp'CoUectof'n  Guide  is  a  new  paper,, 
hailing  from  Merriden,  Connecticut.  It 
starts  with  a  good  stock  of  buncombe  and 
assurance,  and  manifests  its  contempt  for  all 
collectors  who  are  not  of  the  American  school, 
whatever  that  may  be.  The  publishers  say, 
'*  We  shall  mail  a  few  thousand  copies  of 
this  number  of  the  Guide  free  to  our  old 
customers  who  have  not  yet  subscribed ; "  and 
it  is,  perhaps,  with  a  view  to  lessening  the 
cost  of  this  operation,  that  the  Guide  is 
printed  on  a  sheet  of  note-sized  paper,  as 
even  "a  few  thousands"  of  a  larger  journal 
could  not  be  got  ready  without  considerable 
outlay.  Deduction  made  of  8Uf)erflnou8  brag, 
our  little  contemporary  contains  some  read- 
able matter,  and  its  new  plan  for  mounting 
stamps  is  worth  mentioning.  It  consists  in 
fastening  to  the  blank  space  on  which  the 
stamp  is  to  be  mounted  a  slip  of  paper  about 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  wide,  and  not  quite  so 
long  as  the  stamp  is  broad.  Two  vertical 
slits  are  cut  in  this  slip  of  paper,  a  second 
slip  is  gummed  to  the  stamp  itself,  and  all 
that  has  to  be  done  to  mount  the  stamp  is  to 
pass  the  end  of  the  slip  attached  to  the 
stamp  through  the  two  slits  in  the  slip 
which  is  fastened  to  the  page.  The  annexed 
diagrams  will  make  this  clear.  A  represents 
the  space  on  the  page,  S  the  slip  attached  to 
the  page,  and  I  and  2  the  two  slits.  B 
represents  the  back  of  the  stamp,  and  D  the 
slip  which  has  to  be  passed  through  the 
slits. 


s 


«» 
? 


The  Post  under  Chables  I.— The  following  curious 
account  of  early  postal  arrangements  occurs  in  Taylor's 
Carrkr'a  Coamoqrappy  (1637) :  "  Those  that  will  send 
any  letter  to  Edinhourgh,  that  so  they  mapr  be  conveyed 
to  and  fro  to  any  parts  of  the  kingdorae  of  Scotland,  the 
poste  doth  lodge  at  the  signe  of  the  King's  Arme^  at  the 
upper  end  of  Cheapside,  from  whence,  every  Monday,  any 
that  have  occasion  may  send." 
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LIST  OF  NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  IN- 
EDITED  STAMPS,  NOTICED  IN 
THE  STAMP.OOLLECTOmS  MAQA. 
ZINE  FOB  1870. 

{Qmtinmdfnm  peg*  4.) 

Hrfsicgfaris. 

(S«e  Bnssia.) 
(See  Denmark.) 

HolknS. 

1867-8    series.      Col.    imp. ;    unpe^-f,    rect-. 
(yarieties). 

1  cent  green. 
5     „    blue. 
10     „    carmine. 

UNPAID   LETTER  STAMPS, 

Large  numeral  in  circle,  inscriptions  in  upper 
and  lower  margins,     [te   betalen 
PORT.]     Col.   imp.  on  col.  paper. ; 
rect.  perf. 
5  cent  brown  on  yellow  paper. 
10     „     dark  blue  on  blue    „ 


>> 


UNPAID   LETTER   STAMPS. 

Large  numeral  in  white  oval,  inscriptions  in 
upper  and  lower  margins,  [segxa 
tasse].     Col.  imp. ;  obi.  pcrf. 

Figure  deep  carmine,  frame  yellow. 
1,  2,  5, 30, 40,  50,  and  60  centesimi. 

Figure  brown  and  frame  blue. 
1,  2  lire. 

Hindoo  characters  on  solid  ground  in  oblong 
frame,  struck  by  hand  at  the  post- 
office  on  letters. 
Black  [presumed  value  1  anna]. 

or  Bussian  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
(See  Russia.) 

Maurilios. 

Series  of  1863.     Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 
Sixpence  dark  green. 
One  shilling  blue. 


SECOND   REPUBLIC. 

Reprinted  series  of  1861.  Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
(variety). 

1  real  black  on  lilac. 

Nalal. 

PROVISIONAL  SERIES. 

Series  of  1867-9.     Surcharged  postage  in 
black  ink.     Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 
One  penny  carmine. 
Threepence  blue. 
Sixpence  deep  lilac 
Shilling  green. 

NrnfotmSIacl 

Portrait  of  Queen  in  widow's  weeds,  in 
arched  frame;  figures  in  upper 
comers  [Newfoundland.]  Col.  imp. ; 
rect  perf. 

Three  cents  red. 

Six 


» 


carmme. 


Nm  GranaSa. 

Arms  in  circle,  inscribed  bstados  onidos  db, 
COLOMBIA;  above,   in  curved   line, 
COBRBOS   NALES.     Col.  imp.;    large 
rect. 
20  (veinte)  centavos  blue. 

Bent  escutcheon,  inclining  to  right,  in  tri- 
angular frame,      correos  nales  ee. 
uu.   DB    COLOMBIA.        Black    imp.; 
trian« 
2|  centavos,  black  on  deep  violet. 

Arms  surrounded  by  inscription  kstados 
'  UNiDOS  DB  COLOMBIA,  and  ninQ 
stars  in  circle;  correos  nales  on, 
scroll  in  upper  margin ;  figure  2-S 
repeated  on  five  small  disks  on 
either  side,  forming  the  margin. 
Black,  imp.;  large  rect. 
25  centavos  bluish  grey. 

Arms  surrounded  by  nine  stars  and  in- 
scription, estados  unidos  de,  in 
square  disk  ;  COLOMBIA  immediately 
below;  correos  in  upper,  nac:o- 
NALES  in  lower  margin.  Col.  imp. ; 
rect. 

50  centavos  green^ 

Arms  and  stars  in  circle,  inscribed  in  its 
upper  half   ee.  uu.  db  Colombia  ; 
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in  ite  lower  half,   cokreos   nales. 
Col.  imp. ;  rect. 

1  peso  flesh. 

Arms  ^nrmoanted  bj  stars,  and  with  ee. 
vu.  DB  COLOMBIA  in  an  irregalar 
disk,  CORREOS  NACIONALES  on  arched 
scroll  at  the  angles,  large  figure  5 
on  circular  disk  in  the  centre  of 
each  of  the  fonr  sides,  small  figure 
5  in  each  of  four  circles,  formed  by 
curves  of  the  scroll,  and  small  nu- 
meral V.  in  the  outer  angles.  Black 
imp. ;  large  rect. 

5  pesos  green. 

Arms  and  inscription,  estados  unidos  de 
COLOMBIA,  in  irregular  frame,  COR- 
REOS  NACIONALES  above,  figure  10 
in  centre  of  lower  margin.  Col. 
imp. ;  large  rect. 
10  pesos. 

NEW  SERIES. 

Inscription  £B.  uu.  de  Colombia  on  an  or- 
namental label  rather  below  the 
centre  of  the  stamp,  arms  and 
stars  above,  correos  nales  below, 
figure  5  in  four  comers.  Col. 
imp. ;  rect. 
5  centavos,  pale  yellow. 

registration  stamp. 
Letter  r  and  three  stars  in  circle,  inscription 
REJiSTRO  and  six  stars  in  sur- 
rounding border;  coRREOS  nales 
in  upper,  ee.  uu.  db  Colombia  in 
lower  margin'.  Black  imp. ;  rect. 
5  centavos  black. 

vignette. 
Flag  enrved  round  its  staff,  and  inscribed 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS  DB  COLOMBIA  CER- 
TIFICACION  CON  OONTENIDO ;  VALE 
CINGUENTA  CBNl'AVOS  ;   SqURTC   Stamp 

on  each  side,  with  large  figure  50 
in  centre  of  circle,  and  inscription 
CORRBOS  HACIONALBS  in  surrouudiug 
border;  below,  in  a  straight  line 

SALIO  DB EN  DB 

DB  187;  and  below  this  again  a 
ruled  space  for  the  address.     Col. 
imp. 
50  centavos,  flag  yellow,  blue,  and  red;  rest 
of  design  in  black  on  white. 


STAMPS  OF  SEPARATE  STATES. 

Antioquia, 

Arms  in  sinuQus-edged  oval  frame,  inscribed 
.  in  upper  half  £S.  us.  de  Colombia  ; 
in  lower    half  Es.   de   antioquia  ; 
in   upper  margin  correos  ;  back- 
ground lined.     Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
5  centavos  dark  green. 
Arms  in  oval,  inscribed  like  previous  type  ; 
design  on  unshaded  ground.     Col, 
imp. ;  rect. 
2^  centavos  pale  blue. 
Arms  surrounded    by   inscription    e.  s.  db 
ANTIOQUIA  cORREOS,  in  circle ;  scroll 
above,  inscribed  ES.  us.  de  Colombia; 
ground  unshaded.   Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
lO  centavos  pale  lilac. 

Cundinamarca. 

Arms,  with  the  word  cundinamarca  in  a 
curved  line  below,  in  an  irregular 
oval  fr^me;  curved  labela  above 
and  below,  the  upper  inscribed 
cORREOS.  Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
5  centavos  blue. 
Arms  and  stars  in  circle,  inscribed  correos 
cundinamarca,  in  ornamental  frame. 
Col.  imp. ;  rect. 

5  centavos  blue. 
10        „        red. 

Tolima. 
Inscription :    ee.    uu.  db   C — B,  s.  DEL   T — 

CORREOS  DB  l'ESTADO — ^VALB  5  CTS. — 

in  four  lines,  in   oblong  type-set 
border  of  stars.    Black  imp. ;  small 
oblong. 
5  centavos  black,  on  bluish  paper. 

Profile  of  Queen,  diademed,  to  leftin  inscribed 
oval,  contained  within  an  hexagonal 
frame ;  spandrels  of  interlaced  lines. 
[new  south  wales  postage.]  Col. 
imp. ;  rect.  perf. 

Sixpence  lilao. 

Sydney. 

envelope  or  wrapper 

1849.  Arms  of  Great  Britain,  with  the 
word  SIDNEY  below,  in  circle,  in* 
scribed  general  post  office,  new 
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SOUTH  WALES ;  impressed  in  white 
relief,  on  wrappers  or  envelopes. 
One  penny  white. 

Nflriid  Gtmzn  GznMtvtHm. 

(See   German   Confederation,  North.) 

Nnrmag. 

Bei-gen. 
Large  nnmeral  in  circular  frame,  inscribed 
BTPOST  BERGEN ;  lined  spandrels. 

Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
2   skilling  bright   vermilion. 

Paragttag. 

Lion  supporting  pole,  on  which  is  the  cap  of 
Liberty.  [rbpublica  del  Para- 
guay.]    Col.  imp. ;  rect. 

1  real  (lion  in  circle)  carmine  rose. 

2  „     (       „      oval)  dark  blue. 
8     „     (      „      lozenge)  black. 

{To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 

THE  PHILADELPHIA  POSTMEN. 

In  France  the  postmen,  when  New  Tear's 
Day  is  near  at  hand,  give  a  gentle  hint  to 
their  clients  that  the  appropriate  moment  for 
bestowing  etrennes  has  arrived,   by  leaving 
an   almanack   for   the    ensuing  year — said 
almanack  having  at  the  back,  in  small  type, 
an  epitome  of  the  {>ostal  regulations.     This 
almanack-card  is  got  up  in  several  styles, 
commencing  with   plain  black   and    white 
printing,  and  a  coloured  paper  edge,  and 
rising  to  gilt  edges  and  coloured  lithographs, 
and  those  from  whom  the  largest  donations 
are  expected  get  the  richest  cards.  The  wise 
postmen  of  Philadelphia  have,  however,  im- 
proved somewhat  on  tbe  Frencb  idea,  by 
issuing  a  little  sixteen-page  pamphlet,  con- 
taining much  readable,  and  some  valuable 
information.     Title,  the  book  has  none,  but 
on   the  coloured  wrapper  there  appears  a 
representation  of  a  rather  care-worn  post- 
man, with  his  U.  M.  bag  under  his  arm, 
standing  in  a   meditative    attitude    beside 
a  lamp  pillar-post,  that  is  to  say,  a  lamp- 
post, round  which  is  attached,  about  half- 
way down,  a  letter-box.     The  snow  is  falling 
fast  around  him,  but  does  not  prevent  him 


from  uttering  the  good  wishes  printed  above 
and  below  the  engraving — "A  Merry  Christ- 
mas and  a  Happy  New  Year." 

The  book  opens  with  a  poetical  address 
by  Miss  Laura  L.  Bees,  dedicated  to  the 
Philadelphia  letter-carriers.  It  is  rather 
serious  reading,  but  it  finishes  up  with  a 
humorous  stroke,  of  which  Miss  Laora  L. 
Bees  is  conscious,  and  may  be  proud  : — 

All  honour,  then,  to  those  whose  well-tried  worth. 
Though  truly  known,  i«  pasaed  so  lightly  hy — 

The  messengers  who  bear  the  leavee  of  earth 
O'er  life's  dark  waters  to  tbo  anxious  eye. 

The  idea  of  comparing  postmen  to  doves 
is  new,  but  striking.  If  postmen  should 
ever  form  a  society  or  trades-union,  they 
might  take  the  hint,  and  adopt  the  gentle 
bird  as  their  symbol. 

After  being  addressed  in  verse  by  Miss 
Laura  F.  Bees,  the  letter-carriers  get 
analysed  in  prose  by  Mr.  James  Bees.  Mr. 
Bees  explains  how  it  is  the  carrier  system 
came  to  be  introduced  into  postal  operations, 
and  shows  that  the  object  of  the  Postal  Sys- 
tem (capital  letters)  is  to  bring  the  whole 
country  "under  one  great  Postal  Head  " — an 
impressive  and  reverential  way  of  alluding  to 
the  postmaster-general.  Mr.  Bees  is  glad 
the  United  States  cannot  boast  that  its  post- 
office  yields  a  profit,  for  that  very  boast 
would  be  a  reflection  on  its  success;  but  a 
couple  of  sentences  further  on  he  expresses 
the  belief  that  "  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  it  can  be  made  a  source  of  revenue  " — 
if  so,  there  will  be  reflections  made  in  the 
shape  of  boasting. 

Mr.  Bees  is  evidently  anxious  to  prove 
that  just  at  present  it  is  an  advantage  for 
the  United  States  post-office  department 
that  there  is  an  annual  loss  on  its  operations; 
but  we  fancy  Mr.  Cresswell  would  like  to 
show  a  balance  on  the  right  side  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  would  care  very  little  for 
reflections. 

The  letter-carriers  of  Philadelphia  (by  the 
way  there  are  no  "  postmen  "  there)  have  a 
warm  friend  in  Mr.  Bees,  who  declares  them 
to  be,  as  they  no  doubt  are,  a  very  deserving 
class  of  men.  He  gives  a  number  of  direc- 
tions to  correspondents,  whereby  they  may 
aid  carriers,  and  also  ensure  prompt  delivery 
of  their  letters,  and  plainly  hints  that  if 
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letters  miscarry  or  are  delayed,  it  is  generally 
the  writers  who  are  to  blame,  and  not  the 
carriers. 

There  is  another  class  of  people  with 
whose  misdeeds  the  post-office  often  gets 
credited,  and  that  is  the  class  of  ^^bozholder's 
messengers."  As  onr  readers  are  probably 
aware,  the  system  of  renting  private  letter- 
boxes at  the  post-office  is  carried  on  in 
America  to  a  great  extent.  The  carriers  drop 
all  letters  that  arrive  fur  the  boxholder  into 
his  box,  and  the  '^  boxholder's  messenger  " 
comes  and  clears  ont  the  contents  of 
the  box.  Their  office  is  one  of  trost,  and 
it  is  often  abnsed.  **  Scarcely  a  week  passes 
without  the  detection  of  a  .  boxholder^s 
messenger  in  purloining  the  letters  of  his 
employer.  There  is  hardly  a  publishing 
house  of  importance  in  the  city  referred  to 
which  has  not  suffered  in  this  way — the 
larg^t  of  them  to  the  extent  of  thousands 
of  dollars — through  the  dishonesty  of  three  of 
its  messengers,  detected  in  succession." 

Following  Mr.  Bees'  address,  comes  a  list 
of  Philadelphia  postmasters,  from  which  we 
leam  the  rather  interesting  fact,  that  the 
first  one  was  licensed  by  William  Penn,  in 
1683.  Fifty  years  after,  Benjamin  Franklin 
was  nominated  to  the  post,  and  remained  in 
Philadelphia  until  he  became  the  "  Postal 
Head  "  of  the  colonies.  During  the  present 
century,  no  less  than  fifleen  postmasters 
have  been  appointed  to  Philadelphia,  and  the 
present  holder  of  the  position  is  a  military 
man — General  Henry  H.  Bingham. 

The  pamphlet  before  us  winds  up  with  a 
post-office  guide,  giving  a  number  of  useful 
details  with  regard  to  postage,  hours  of  mail- 
ing, &c.  From  this  we  leam,  among  other 
things,  that  the  two-cent  stamps  are  used 
for  the  prepayment  of  letters  addressed  to 
places  within  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and 
prepayment  is  obligatory. 

The  fees  for  money-orders  are  compara- 
tively high,  the  lowest  for  international  ones 
being  thirty  cents,  which  may  be  made  up 
of  ten  cents  in  paper  money,  and  twenty  in 
g^ld ;  the  lowest  for  ''  domestic "  money 
orders  (qy,,  remittances  from  man  to  wife,  or 
father  to  son)  is  ten  cents. 

The  post-office  calls  the  special  attention 
of  the  community  to  the  govemment  stamped 


envelopes,  as  being  cheaper  and  affording 
greater  security  to  correspondents  than  ordi- 
nary envelopes.  Moreover,  though  the  stamps 
may  not  be  cut  out  of  the  envelopes  and  used 
separately,  if  any  are  spoilt  in  directing, 
they  may  be  exchanged  against  adhesives  in 
the  office  of  the  town  where  they  were 
bought. 

Letters  are  now  delivered  free  at  the  re- 
cipient's house,  and  a  number  of  rules  are 
given  with  respect  to  the  modes  of  address- 
ing them;  among  other  things  it  is  requested 
that  letters  sent  to  strangers  or  visitors  to  a 
town,  whose  special  address  may  be  unknown, 
be  marked  ^  Transient "  on  the  lower  lefl- 
hand  comer. 

The  arrangements  for  quarterly  prepay- 
ment of  newspapers  are  very  liberal;  dailies 
may  thus  be  prepaid  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five 
cents,  and  weeklies  at  five  cents  per  quarter, 
but  any  single  paper  of  which  the  quarterly 
postage  has  not  been  prepaid  is  charged  two 
cents ;  there  is,  therefore,  a  great  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  public  to  subscribe  for  at 
least  a  quarter  to  their  paper. 

The  rates  for  foreign  letters  seem,  on  tho 
whole,  lower  than  ours.  They  average  ten 
cents  per  half  ounce.;  the  highesb  rate  is 
twenty-eight  cents  for  letters  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  via  England ; 
the  lowest  is  three  cents  (the  same  as  the 
inland  postage),  to  the  Bahamas,  and  Nassau, 
New  Providence. 

We  have  now  come  to  the  end  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  pamphlet  before  us.  At  the 
back  of  the  wrapper  we  find  a  further  in- 
stalment of  poetry,  an  address  containing  a 
hint  to  which  we  imagine  its  readers  could 
hardly  fail  to  respond : — 

The  letter  carrier's  New  Te&r'B  call,— » 

He's  waiting  at  the  door  ;| 
How  many  times  within  the  year, 

Tou*ve  met  him  there  before  ? 
You've  learnt  to  know  his  footstep, 

To  listen  for  his  ring. 
And  hasten  eagerly  to  find 

What  tidings  he  will  bring. 

Though  scorching  be  the  summer's  heat, 

Though  wintry  winds  may  roar. 
He  brings  his  treasures  daily, 

And  leaves  them  at  your  door. 
These  letters,  what  a  volume 

Of  smiles,  and  doubts,  and  fears ; 


Of  hopes  that  auickly  vanish, 
Of  joys  that  last  for  years ! 
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NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 
Fkancb. — The  provincial  series  has  just 
been  completed  by  the  emission  of  stamps  of 
r.,  ;J0,  nnii  40  centimes.  Wo  hfive  oorsclvea 
only  seen  the  5  and  30  c,  both  are  roughly 
(Icsigneil,  iitici  nro  unmistftkable  lithographs, 
probably  the  40  c.  is  no  better.  The  H  c. 
made  its  iippearance  about  New  Year's  Day, 
and  although  ihis  year  there  has  been  bat 
little  visiting,  and  many  persons  have  ab- 
stained from  sending  out  cards,  Btill  a  large 
namber  wcronsed.  Since  then,  ourDoulogne 
(!orrcaj)Oiidi;nt  has  seen  but  very  few.  The 
five  cents,  contrary  to  expectation,  is  of  the 
same  type  as  the  higher  values ;  as  it  is  in- 
tended for  printed  matter,  it  had  been  sup- 
posed that  the  design  of  the  1,  2,  and  4  c. 
would  be  adopted.  The  colour  of  the  throe 
stamps  forming  the  complement  of  the 
provincial  series  are  as  follow  : 

5  centimes  green,  pale  and  d/irk. 
30        „         brown,  dark  brown, 
40        „         vermilion  and  orange. 
M.  Moens  nnnonnces  in  his  cnrrent  num- 
ber, that  ho  has  received  infortnatioo  from 
a  friend  in    Paris,    that   the   perforated  40 
centimes  wiis  issued  there  about  the  middle 
of  last  month;  for  what  special  purpose  he 
does  not  sny,  but  it  looks  as  if  the  post  bad 
decided    to    remove   tlie    restriction    as   to 
weight  on  balloon  letters,  and  allow  a  double 
weight  letter  to  be  sent  for  40  centimes. 

PoBTL'OAL. — A  new  5  reis  sLimp  has  just 
been  issued,  of  whieh  the  annexed  engraving 
is  a  not  altogether  satis- 
factory copy,  the  portrait 
being  roughly  done,  and 
the    line    of    perforation 
omitted.    In  point  of  fad, 
the   new  typo  is  a  very 
pleasing  one  ;    the  design 
is  compact  and  clear,  and 
the  ctHgy  SQperior  to  that 
(if  the  last  issue.      The  young  king    cer- 
tainly shows   to   much    greater   advantage, 
and  has  exchanged  the  rather  plebeian  nose 
with  which  Mr.  C.  Wiener  presented  him,  on 
the  preceding  5  c.,  for  a  more  shapely  and 
aristocratic- looking  featnre ;  besides  this,  the 
lips   are    adorned    with    a   neat  moustache 


absve,  and  budding  imperial  below ;  alto- 
gether, the  portrait  is  that  of  a  worthy  young 
gentleman  of  the  period. 

The  new  stamp  was  not  produced  before 
it  was  needed,  the  old  type  being  nearly 
worn  out.  A  copy  oflhe  old  5  c.  now  1  efuro 
us,  shows  the  upper  part  of  the  stamp  almost 
bare  of  shading,  and  the  fignre  5  in  the  upper 
left  comer  has  a  white  pstch  in  front.  Tho 
new  comer  has  tho  design  in  relief,  is 
printed   in    black,  and   perforated,  like  its 

Hoi.[.AHD. — A  half-cent  stamp  of  the  arms 
type,  has  jast  made  its  appearance ;  colour,  a 
very  light  brown,  on  white  paper,  and  per- 
forated. 

The  promised  post-cards  have  also  been 
issued  ;  they  are  close  copies  of  the  English, 
being  light  huff  in  colour,  with  the  border 
inscription  and  stamp  in  lilac;  we  say  tbo 
stamp,  but  one  of  the  two  is  without  any 
stamp  whatever,  and  represents  a  fresh  ex- 
tension of  tho  post-oard  system,  ib  being 
intended  for  commiinications  to  foreign 
countries.  We  hope  to  see  this  bright  idea 
utilised  by  other  states,  accompanied,  of 
course,  by  special  reduced  rates  for  the  card- 
letters. 

The  stamp  which  adorns  the  inland  card 
is  a  copy  of  the  central  portion  of  the  design 
of  the  arms  series  of  adhesivcs ;  the  shield 
and  crown  are  surrounded  by  a  wreath, 
and  the  whole  is  enclosed  in  a  beaded 
circle,  with  the  word  ngdgrland  in  a  carved 
line  above,  and  the  value — 2^  cent — below. 
The  inscription  on  both  cards  consists  of  the 
word  BRiEFKAART,  in  the  centre,  followed  by 
three  lines  for  the  address,  and  in  tho  lower 
margin  is  a  four-line  explanatory  note. 

Belgium. — This  country  has  followed  its 
neighbour's  lead,  in  the  act,  if  not  in  th«  idoa 
of  emitting  post-cards.  The  law  ordaining 
their  issue  was  dated  the  15th  Hay  last,  but 
a  change  having  taken  place  lately  in  the 
government,  the  new  minister  felt  it  his 
duty  to  raise  certain  objections  to  the  design 
for  the  card  approved  by  his  predecessor, 
and  hence  arose  a  delay  in  executing  the  law. 
However,  the  cards  are  at  length  in  circu- 
lation ;  they  are  of  a  yellowish  tint,  and  boar 
a  brown  impression  from  the  5  centimes  die 
(arms),  a  circumstance  which  astonishes  our 
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friend  U.  Moens,  who  argues  that  as  the 
(irms  serius  is  conaecmled  to  the  prepnymeiit 
uf  nen-Bpapeni,  ttc.,a  "head"  stamp  ought  to 
have  been  apposed  on  these  cards,  which,  id 
fact,  arc  iutendod  for  written  correspimiieiice. 
The  Belgian  cards  wili  have  a  more  iimiled 
circnlation  than  thpse  of  any  other  country, 
as  they  can  only  bo  nsed  for  commnaicatimis 
addressed  to  persons  within  the  postal  dix- 
trict  in  which  they  originate  ;  if  they  are 
Rent  to  persona  out  of  that  district  they  are 
cousidercd  as  letters,  and  require  the  addition 
of  a  5  centimes  adhesive,  to  render  the  pre- 
|mynient  complete;  if  this  stamp  is  not 
Hililud.  the  cani  is  charged  for  on  delivery 
IIS  nil  insufSciently  Htnmped  letter.  When, 
howurcr,  an  amount  has  iq  bs  claimed  on 
delivery,  the  card  must  first  bo  put  in  an 
envelope  by  the  postal  ofEc:alR,  and  the 
rcas<jn  is  a  curious  one.  "  Pending  the  issne 
of  officiHl  cards,"  says  11.  Moens,  "the 
public,  who  desired  to  turn  to  acconnt,  with- 
out delay,  (he  privilege  accorded  by  the  law 
of  the  I6th  May,  1870,  which  said  'that  the 
cards  shoold  be  issued  within  six  months 
from  the  promulgation  of  the  law,'  put  in 
circnlation  cards  of  all  shapes.  Among  the 
Rpccimens  which  have  been  submitted  to  ns, 
there  are  some  very  extraordinary  ones : 
thus,  wo  find  an  invitation  to  the  lost 
Ghcniar  fete,  serving,  thanks  to  a  written 
inscription,  as  an  invitation  to  dinner.  There 
were  also  ball-tickets,  visiting-cards,  and 
commercial  address-cards,  which,  by  the 
simple  application  of  a  five-centime  stamp, 
and  the  naive  inscription  '  Carte- correspond- 
ance,'  were  utilised  in  the  legal  sense.  They 
were  at  first  distribntcd  without  any  extra 
charge,  then  doable  the  rate  of  an  ordinary 
letter  was  required,  because  the  cards  had 
not  been  issued  by  the  post."  To  this  de- 
mand iho  public  replied  by  reading  the 
contents  of  the  cards,  and  then  returning 
them  to  the  postman  without  paying  the 
charge :  it  is  to  this  practice  that  we  owe 
the  "th  article  of  the  ministerial  decree,  or- 
daiaing  that  insuQlcIently  prepaid  cards  shall 
he  put  in  envelopes  before  being  tendered  to 


then 


ipier 


Beside  the  impression  from  the  five-cent 
<lie,  the  post-card  bears  in  its  centre  the 
national  arms,  surmounted  by  a  crown,  and 


on  either  side  are  placed  allegorical  figures, 
representing  industry,  commerce,  &c.,  Ac.; 
the  design  is  completed  by  inscriptions  in 
Flemish  and  French,  describing  the  use  and 
value  of  the  cards. 

TA3MASn.--The  well-known  and  too-long 
current  scrie4  is  at  length  relegated  to  the 
region  of  the  obsolete,  and 
the  neat  de.sign  here  re-    |j 
presented  tikes  its  place.     >j 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the    A 
word  POSTAGE  does  not  ap-    11 
pear  on  the  stamp,  and  it    t 
is  to  bs  presumed  that  the     c, 
new  set  will  be  nsed  for     ^ 
fiscal  as  well  as  postal  pur-     ' 
poses.     Up  to  the  present  four  valaea  havo 
made  their  appearance,  viz  : 

One  penny  rose,  watermark  10. 

Twopence  green, 


9blu( 


i. 


Ten  ponce  black. 

The  watermark  10  is  shared  by  the  penny 
and  by  the  new  value,  the  tenpence;  the 
figure  two,  with  which  the  twopence  is 
watermarked,  is  formed  of  a  single  lino;  (be 
other  figures  are  double-lined  italics. 

There  remain  to  appear  the  sixpence  and 
shilling,  in  the  new  type,  and  as  both  values 
are  nmch  employed,  we  may  anticipate  that 
their  emission  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

Spain. — It  appears  that  afler  all  the  new 
series  of  stamps  to  which  we  alluded  last 
month  is  Dot  to  appear ;  the  accession  of  King 
Amadens  is  to  be  postally  recognised,  with- 
out delay,  in  the  shape  of  a  set  of  stamps 
bearing  his  portrait ;  and  they  will  certainly 
be  more  preferable  than  a  repetition  of 
hideous  would-be  symbolical  designs.  We 
suppose  it  would  not  be  "  the  thing  "  to  intro- 
duce a  likeness  of  Marshal  Prim  into  the 
projected  series,  but  it  certainly  would  not 
be  doing  loo  much  hononr  to  the  man  who 
sacrificed  bis  life  in  the  canso  of  liberty. 

Alsace  and  Loriuise. — Two  new  valnea 
have  made  their  appearance : — 

5  centimes  yellow-green. 
25         „        dark  brown. 
The  former  is  no  doubt  intended  for  printed 
matter;  the  latter  rather  freelv  represents  a 
value  of  2  groschen,  and   will   probably  bo 
used  for  letters  to  Germany.    Both  valnea 
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are  of  the  same  type  as  the  foar  first-issaed 
stamps,  bat  seeing  that  the  intention  to  annex 
the  conquered  provinces  is  becoming  daily 
more  pronounced,  we  are  rather  surprised 
to  find  that  the  denominations  continue  to 
be  expressed  in  French  money  only.  When 
Schleswig-Holstein  was  annexed,  the  pro- 
visional stamps  issued  on  the  occasion  bore 
the  value  in  German  as  well  as  in  Danish 
currency. 

Switzerland. — In  the  December  number 
of  Le  Timhre-Foste  a  couple  of  columns  are 
devoted  to  a  laboured  description  of  certain 
field-post  envelopes,  which  had  just  been 
issued  for  the  use  of  the  Swiss  troops  em- 
ployed in  guarding  the  frontier.  We,  for 
our  part,  felt  that  these  envelopes  merited 
only  the  most  cursory  mention,  and  there- 
fore simply  alluded  to  the  fact  of  their 
emission  ;  our  justification  for  so  doing  is 
found  in  the  following  paragraph  in  the 
present  number  of  our  Belgian  contemporary. 
"  The  field-post  envelopes  are  no  longer  worth 
counting,  we  already  possess /or<y  varieiiesy 

United  States. — We  reprinted,  in  our 
impression  for  September  last,  the  advertise- 
ment of  the  United  States  Postmaster 
General,  calling  for  tenders  for  a  new  set  of 
envelopes,  and  prescribing  conditions  for  the 
supply.  We  have  since  been  awaiting 
receipt  of  intelligence  respecting  this  new 
series,  but  it  appears  that  the  series  com- 
menced last  summer  has  been  at  last  accepted 
and  issued  in  its  entirety.  The  following 
information  respecting  it  is  taken  from  the 
current  number  of  The  American  Stamp 
Mercury,  The  new  contractors  not  being 
able  to  engrave  the  stamps  in  the  manner 
desired  by  the  department,  the  contract  has 
been  re-awarded  to  Mr.  S.  H.  Beay,  and  the 
envelopes,  with  the  exception  of  the  7-cent, 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  various  offices 
for  use.  We  have  received  a  set  of  24 
varieties,  and  believing  that  some  of  our 
readers  would  like  a  description  of  them,  we 
append  it  below : — 

1  cent  blue  on  cream,     61  by  Si  in. 
*>     „    brown       „  6%  „  3|  „ 

„        „      on  orange,  6i  „  3t  „ 

fil      si 

„     green  on  white,    3f  „  21  „ 


8  cent  green  on  white,  6}  by  3|  in. 


2 
2 
2 
8 
8 


8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

6 

6 

6 

6 

10 

10 

12 

15 

24 

80 

90 


» 
>» 

» 

» 
99 
99 
99 

„   orange 

99 
99 

„  carmine 


99 


on  cream, 


6i 
5| 

6i 
on  melon,    5| 

red    on  white,  5| 

8| 

on  cream,  5| 

on  melon,  8| 

brown  on  cream,  5| 

„      on  white, 
slate 


99 
99 
19 


99 


99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 


violet 
black 


99 
99 
99 
99 
99 


^2     99 

m ,, 

10}  „ 


3i 
4 

81 

4 

3i 
4 

31 
31 
41 
41 

i 


99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 


South  Australia. — The  twopence  now 
comes  over  with  a  new  watermark,  similar 
to  that  of  the  other  Australian  colonies — a 
crown  and  the  letters  8.  a. 

Victoria. — M.  Moens  notices  a  current 
sixpence  watermarked  Fnurpence. 

NOTES  AND  COMMENTARIES    ON 
RECENT  DISCUSSIONS. 

BT    B.     L.     PBICBERTON. 

In  your  last  volume  (page  111)  is  a  letter 
vouching  for  the  genuine  nature  of  the  (so 
stated)  slate-coloured  Barbados,  and  claiming 
to  fix  its  value  at  twopence.  The  existence 
of  such  a  stamp  should  not  be  difficult  to 
prove  beyond  dispute,  if  the  postmaster  of 
the  island  remembers  it.  Is  there  no  official 
record  of  its  being  required,  ordered,  or  sold 
to  the  public  ? 

"Fentonia"  asserts  that  it  is  a  changeling, 
whilst  "  Bridgetown  *'  is  positive  that  it  is 
genuine,  and  sufficiently  plainly  asserts  that 
it  is  an  imperforate  stamp,  which  ''passed 
current,  though  for  a  short  time,"  years  ago,  to 
bind  himself  to  do  his  utmost  to  establish  by 
proof,  that  which  he,  so  far,  only  substantiates 
by  assertion.  If  nothing  precise  be  forth- 
coming from  the  order-book  of  the  secretary 
mentioned,  there  is  yet  another  course  open, 
and,  to  my  mind,  the  more  satisfactory  of  the 
two.  "  Bridgetown  "  says,  that  some  years 
since  he  found  in  Martinique,  three  or  four 
lett.ers,  each  of  which  bore  the  fourpenny, 
and  a  half  of  one  of  these  distrusted  slate 
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colonred  twopenny  labels,  making  ap  the 
requisite  fivepenny  postage.  Can  lie  not 
send  one  of  these  halves  to  the  publishers  of 
this  magazine?  It  would  certainly  be  im- 
partially tested,  and  if  proved  to  be  a  genuine 
shade,  not  due  to  chemical  agency,  why 
Bridgetown's  specimen,  though  in  penny 
numbers  and  incomplete,  would  be  of  fabulous 
value — a  pearl  beyond  price. 

Speaking  without  bias,  and,   of   course, 
without  any  positive  knowledge— which  is 
just  what  ifl  wanted — I  consider  the  stamp 
doubtfal  as  a  genuine  shade.    The  stamps  of 
Barbados  and  Trinidad,  of  the  imperforate 
and  early  imperfectly  perforate  periods,  are 
to  be  obtained  by  the  thousand.     I  have  had 
huge  bundles  of  them,  embracing  all  years 
and  well  assorted,  3*et  I  have  never  found  any- 
thing which  could  be  called  slate-coloured. 
The  blue- paper  series  I  have  had  in   pro- 
fusion in  all  values,  and  even  the   native 
Trinidads  I  have  occasionally  found  in  some 
abundance.     In  such  varied  assortments,  it 
appears   to  me   well   nigh   impossible   that 
there  shoald  have  been  no  specimen,  or  half 
specimen,    of  the  slate-coloured   Barbados, 
had  such  a  thing  existed.     If  this  should 
turn  out  a  genuine  stamp,  I  shall  feel  great 
surprise.     I  contend  that  no  West  Indian 
colonial  of  the  low  value  of  twopence  could 
he  so  scarce  as  to  be  unknown ;  and  indeed  I 
might  almost  say  the  same  of  any  colony, 
when  the  circumstances    or   characters    of 
other  unattainables  are  explained — try  Bri- 
tish Guiana,  even  of  the  blue  oblong  there  are 
many  known  copies;  of  the  red  there  are 
more ;  the  cMirlier  rectangular  patimus  1  and 
4  c.  are  comparatively  profuse,  though  the 
still  earlier  circular  ones  are  the  rarest  of  all. 
All  these  are  spoken  of  as  unattainable,  vet, 
though  they  are  of  the  highest  rarity,  they 
are  to  be  had  now   and    again — no    other 
values  were  issued  with  them ;  but  this  slate 
coloured  Barbados  formed  one  of  a  set,  and 
from  the  earliest  period  of  the  set's  emission, 
each  type  has  been  obtainable  in  great  pro- 
lusion. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  colonial  (not 
purely  local)  could  have  existed  for  any 
time,  and  not  have  been  known  before  now. 
There  is  no  precedent  for  it,  not  even  the 
early  embossed  Sydney  post-office,  for  that 


was  purely  local,  only  franked  a  letter  in  the 
precincts  of  the  town,  and  was  a  wrapper  or 
cover,  so  everything  favoured  its  being  quite 
forgotten.  After  the  resuscitation  last  year 
of  six  unused  copies,  a  cut  one  was  found  in 
an  old  album,  where  it  had  been  placed  as  the 
seal  of  tho  Sydney  post-office,  and  not  as  a 
postal  label.  It  had  been  there  for  many 
years ;  and  its  existence  previous  to  the 
resuscitation  mentioned  is  ample  proof  that 
an  unknown  type  of  a  colony  with  which  a 
large  commercial  correspondence  is  main- 
tained, should  be  accepted  with  excessive  cau- 
tion. With  varieties  of  types  (I  mean  paper 
and  perforation)  this,  of  course,  does  not  hold 
good ;  not  finding  a  chronicled  variety  is  no 
certain  proof  of  its  non-existence.  When  a 
variety  has  been  in  use  only  a  short  time,  it 
is  likely  that  its  use  may  have  been  very 
partial — almost  local,  in  fact — and  our  not 
finding  it  may  be  due  to  tbe  lots  through 
which  we  are  hunting  not  containing  speci- 
mens from  the  localities  in  which  the  variety 
was  most  used.  With  a  type  or  difierent 
value,  it  is  different;  if  they  are  not  used  by 
the  public  for  the  purpose  desired,  they 
will  not  be  lefb  on  hand,  but  will  be  used 
for  other  rates. 

This  subject,  of  what  may  be  termed  the 
localisation  pf  varieties,  is  curious.  To 
explain  thoroughly  what  I  mean,  I  will  show 
the  localisation  of  the  three  known  varieties 
of  our  current  English  stamps.  Of  the  one 
penny,  some  few  were  issued  (by  accident,  no 
doubt)  imperforate.  One  might  search  over 
millions  of  used  ones  for  this  variety,  and 
leave  off  without  belief  in  it,  for  it  would  never 
be  found,  unless  one  got  hold  of  a  batch  of 
letters  stamped  at  Cardiff,  as  there  only  did 
the  sheet  or  sheets  go.  Of  the  sixpenny 
stamps  there  were  some  issued  imperforate, 
these  were  purely  local  too.  They  were  doubt- 
less the  result  of  oversight,  and  very  few  could 
have  escaped.  Another  variety  of  this  value 
has  no  watermark;  the  only  sheet  noticed 
was  found  in  Malta,  from  which  circum- 
stance M.  Moens  at  once  inferred  it  was 
issued  for  that  island,  and  chronicles  it  as 
so  belonging.  A  variety  may  remain  un- 
discovered for  years ;  a  type  hardly  ever ;  a 
value,  one  altogether  unrepresented,  I  should 
feel  inclined  to  affirm,  never. 
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In  The  Sfamp-Oolledor^s  Magazwe  (Nos. 
93  and  94)  is  a  disquisition  on  the  Portland 
local.  The  editor  of  The  Philatelist  quotes 
me  as  a  believer  in  it.  I  certainly  am,  be- 
cause my  information  came  through  a  reliable 
and  unimpeachable  source.  The  Philatelists 
editor's  mistake  is  in  quoting  the  bare 
assertion  of  such  a  mendacious  meddler  as 
S.  A.  Taylor ;  it  is  simply  folly,  and  I  trust 
after  all  that  has  been  written,  the  impro- 
priety of  a  member  of  the  Society's  Com- 
mittee patting  this  man  on  the  back,  as  it 
were,  may  never  be  repeated.  I  have  before 
expressed  myself  on  this  subject,  in  a  letter 
which  you  published,  so  I  need  not  repeat 
reasons  why  I  consider  such  "patting  on  the 
back"  rather  insulting  to  other  members  on 
the  committee. 

Of  the  reality  of  existence  of  the  Portland 
local  I  hav6  not  a  doubt.  I  need  not  explain 
its  use,  as  that  has  already  been  done  in  these 
pages  more  than  five  years  ago  (see  vol.  iii.,  p. 
187).  The  specimen  mentioned  a^  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Hayns,  that  gentleman  ha4  from 
me.  There  is  not  a  doubt  of  its  geitsi^e 
nature,  and  I  can  procure  more  £rx>m  the 
unimpeachable  source  I  first  mentioned. 

In  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine  (No.  93) 
are  some  remarks  on  1867  Guadalajara  of  a 
second  type.  I  do  not  know  how  many  collec- 
tors may  have  speculated  in  these,  of  which 
M.  Mah6  appears  to  have  been  the  sole  re- 
cipient, but  ^e  following  remarks,  read  after 
your  notes  on  p.  154,  will  add  to  the  already 
general  distrust,  and,  without  throwing  any 
slur  on  M.  Mahe  (to  whose  integrity  all  can 
testify),  will  call  for  an  explanation  when  com- 
munication is  again  established  with  Paris. 
The  second  type  claims  to  have  formed  either 
part  (or  all)  of  the  stock  remaining  in  the 
post-office  of  the  pcnta-syllabic  town  or  city. 
Under  any  circumstances  it  is  improbable 
that  only  specimens  of  a  totally  unlcnown  type 
were  there.  Indeed,  I  can  imagine  no  cir- 
cumstance under  which  such  a  thing  was 
likely  or  possible,  neither  can  I  call  to  mind 
any  precedent  for  such  a  curious  occurrence. 
It  is  easy  to  reckon  up  posthumous  values 
(as  Spain,  1857,  12  c.)  by  the  score,  but 
posthumous  types  I  cannot  understand,  and 
in  this  case — though  I  may  remember  other 
posthumous  single  and  singular  departures 


from  normal  characteristics — I  cannot  ac- 
credit so  many  as  being  genuine.  Had  there 
been  but  one,  it  might  have  passed,  but  we 
are  asked  for  too  much  faith. 

I  am,  perhaps,  taking  unnecessary  pains 
to  fortify  myself  by  good  arguments,  because 
in  June  last  the  entire  stock  left  in  Guada- 
lajara came  to  San  Francisco  to  my  order. 
No  more  were  left  I  was  told,  and  as  my  lot 
contained  unused  4  rs.  eagles,  unused  litho- 
graphed Maximilian  13  c.  indigo,  and  1  and 
2  rs.  1868,  with  4  rs.  and  1  peso  1867  pro- 
visional, I  quite  believe  no  more  were  left. 
As  I  instructed  the  house  in  San  Francisco 
to  buy  up  every  provisional  to  be  had,  and 
as  the  lot  I  obtained  exhausted  the  post- 
office  stock,  it  is  not  likely  that  a  perfectly 
fresh  type  (obtained  direct)  of  1867  was 
genuine.  If  they  were,  they  would  have 
gone  to  San  Francisco  in  June,  and  not  to 
M.  Mah6,  or  his  agents,  in  September.  I 
cannot  speak  my  opinion  of  the  second  type 
more  clearly.  It  is  curious  that  no  copies, 
or  even  copy,  of  the  white  medio  came  over, 
so  that  still  remains  the  raritv.  The  un 
peso  (small  un,  instead  of  Tin)  is  also  very 
scarce.  So,  too,  are  the  curiously  perforated 
things,  many  pointed,  in  size  and  appearance 
like  unto  reel-top  labels.  The  eccentricities 
of  the  Guadalajara  provisionals  must  be  seen 
to  be  appreciated,  or  even  believed.  There 
are  so  many  values,  so  many  colours,  so  many 
papers,  and  three  distinct  years  of  emission, 
all  so  mixed,  intermingled,  muddled,  and 
perplexed,  that  the  marvel  is  to  find  any  two 
alike.  In  England  we  unfortunately  dis^ 
credited  them  when  they  came  over  first,  and 
thus  lost  our  opportunity  for  ever,  of  obtain- 
ing the  rarer  varieties.  They  are  not  a  sub- 
ject to  be  heedlessly  entered  upon.  I  know 
no  one  who  can  so  meander  at  ease  through 
their  wanderings  over  the  simple  and  com- 
pound colours  of  the  prism,  as  to  be  able  to 
impart  any  particular  amount  of  knowledge 
which  would  prove  serviceable.  The  attempt 
would  not  leave  the  elnoidator's  own  ideas 
quite  so  clear  as  at  starting.  Seriously  speak- 
ing, a  chronicle  is  wanted ;  it  can  only  be 
made  by  one  who  is  content  to  sacrifice  his 
own  happiness  to  the  good  of  a  grateful  body 
of  philatelists ;  to  swathe  his  massive  brow 
in  to wels^  moistened  by  water  with  the  chill 
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on^  and  to  imbibe  the  strongest  saturated 
eolations  of  obtainable  teas  (or  of  other  wake- 
ful herbs,  which,  by  abase,  are  synonymous), 
and  who,  when  all  has  been  brought  to  a 
successful  ending,  will  curse  the  many  sylla- 
bled name,  and  be  deprived  of  his  natural 
senses  for  a  season. 

On  page  1 12,  of  vol.  viii.  (answer  to  G.W.  B.), 
a  difference  between  some  specimens  of  the 
48  c.  British  Guiana  is  asserted,  and,  as 
hitving  been  already  noticed,  I  do  not  re- 
member ever  observing  such.  Can  you  refer 
me  to  a  source  of  reference  ? 

The  very  name  British  Guiana  is  sugges- 
tive of  various  types,  and  almost  unknown 
rarities. 

It  may  not  be  a  useless  filling  up  of  your 
space  to  give  an  outline  reference  list  of 
the  1860  and  1863  series.  No  published 
catalogue  is  complete,  or  notices  half  those 
differences  in  perforation,  paper,  and  colour, 
which,  as  much  as  in  any  other  country, 
must  be  carefully  considered  when  one's 
series  is  full  enough  for  arrangement,  and  a 
knowledge  of  which  is  indispensable  to  all 
philatelists  of  the  extended  school.  The 
obsolete  types  have  been  treated  upon  with 
such  lucidity  by  Mr.  Philbrick,  in  his  well- 
known  article,  "The  Postage  Stamps  of 
British  Guiana,*'  that  this  must  be  regarded 
as  an  appendix,  bringing  information  down 
to  the  present  time.     I  commence  at 


Ult. 


Very 
thick 
paper. 


Thin 

paper, 

white  or 

yellowish. 


On 
yellow. 

On  white. 

H  13.  Thin 
paper, 
(i)  yery 
yellow. 


I860. 

1  e.  rose,  roae-hrown.  . 

2  c.  orange  v.  very  dark  to  very  light 

4  c.  very  deep  blue,  dull  blue,  1.  and  d. 

5  c.  brown-roae,  deep  rose,  pale  rose  or 

pink. 
12  c.  blue -lilac,  dark  prey  v.  to  lilac-grey, 

pearl-grey,  dark  smoky  grey. 
24  c.  bright  green,  1.  and  d. 

1  c.  deep  brown,  black. 

2  c.  orange-yellow  v.  to  brown-yellow. 
4  0.  dull  greeny-blue,  1.  and  d.,  sky  or 

pale  blue,  light  clear  blue. 
8  c.  rather  dull  rose,  flesh  on  yellow. 
12  c.  nale  lilac,  dark  dull  lilac,  more  or 
less  near  violet,  neutral  brown  tints, 
lilac,  1.  to  d. 
Delicate  violet. 
24  c,  clear  green. 
2  c.  browny-yellow,  red-yellow. 
4  c.  dull  greeny-blue. 
8  c.  flesh,  d. 
12  c.  neutral  lilac. 
24  c.  green. 


(2)  white 
or 
imper- 
ceptibly 
ycUowed. 


(3)  white 

very 

thin  to 

thick. 


M  10.  white 
and 
yellow 
paper. 

Im.      Thin 
paper. 

M  12.  Yellow 
paper, 
M  13. 


White 
paper. 


M  10. 


1  c.  grey.  ) 

2  c.  brown-yellow   f  paper  extra  thin  and 
4  c.  dull  blue  (       transparent. 
8  c.  flesh                 j 

1  c.  block. 

2  c.  brown -yellow,  v.  to  omngc. 
4  c.  dull  blue,  green-blue  d. 
8  c.  flesh,  pale  rose  or  pink. 

1  c.  jet,  dull  black. 

2  c.  oranse,  orange-red,  orange-vellow. 
4  c.  dull  blue,  green-blue,  slate  olue. 
8  c.  flesh,  Toae'fiincdf  L 

12  c.  grey,  I.  and  d. 
24  c.  deep  green. 

1  c.  jet,  grey-black. 

2  0.  orange-yellow,    orange-red,   1  > 
orange,  v. 

4  c.  slate  blue,  moreorless  greenish,  I.  &d. 
8  e.  flesh,  rose-^tVar^,  I.  and  d. 
12  c.  lilac,  V.  lilac-grey,  grey,  1.  and  d. 
1  c.  black  )  doubtfiil  if  ever  is- 

4  c.  light  clear  blue  /  sued, 

1863. 

24  c.  yellow-green,  v.  a  little. 
48  c.  is  given  by  Mah^. 
6  c  green-blue,  I.  and  d. 
24  0.  yellow-green. 
48  c.  rose,  1. 

6  c.  dark  blue^  v.,  sky  blue,  I.  and  d. 
24  c.  yellow-green,    bright   green,    light 

green,  deep   emerald  greeoi  dark 

rich  green. 
48  c.  lake,  1.  and  d. 

6  c.  dull  blue,  1.,  ultramarine. 
24  c.  bright  green  (less   yellowish  than 

M  13^,  dark  rich  green  (less  dark 

than  darkest  M  13.) 
48  c.  crimson. 

In  the  M  12  series  of  1860,  the  thick  and 
the  thin  series  ought  to  be  both  taken, 
the  thick  one  is  the  oldest,  the  colours  are 
very  rich,  and  the  paper  being  of  a  fine 
qaality,  enhances  their  appearance.  Thej 
are  all  scarce  unused,  the  reprints  of 
the  1  c.  rose  is  more  of  a  flesh  tint,  is  on 
thin  paper,  and  is  M  13,  instead  of  12.  In 
the  M  13  series  it  is  a  matter  of  taste  and 
pocket  as  to  the  necessity  of  making  up  all 
three  series,  but  the  yellowest  of  No.  1  and 
the  whitest  of  No.  3  are  indispensable. 

Fentonia*s  half-scepticism  as  to  the  postal 
character  of  the  Zurich  stamps  is  a  thing  I 
never  indulged  in;  there  is  truth  in  the 
remarks  as  to  the  word  taxe,  and  also  as  to 
the  value  being,  from  time  immemorial, 
chronicled  as  centimes,  when  happen  would 
appear  the  more  probable.  I  know  nothing 
positively  upon  which  I  could  assert,  ex 
cathedrd^  that  these  Zurich  are  postal  stamps, 
but  I  do  know  that  it  is  not  likely  that 
Zurich  should  have  its  bill  stamps  foisted  on 
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us  as  postals,  when  Berne,  with  equal  op* 
portanities,  was  unmasked  years  ago.  I 
dare  say  that  in  the  pages  of  Le  Timbre  Posfe^ 
a  diligent  search  would  show  a  copy  of  the 
official  decree,  and  all  papers  relating  to 
their  issue  as  postals,  but  I  consider  their 
nature  so  very  certain,  that  I  leave  this 
search  to  those  who  have  more  time  to  be- 
stow on  the  entanglement  of  a  long-settled 
question.  The  postmark  so  well  known  on 
Zurich  stamps,  is  to  be  fonnd  on  the  two 
blues  Rayon  I.,  and  npon  the  black  on  yel- 
low Rayon  II.  Possibly,  from  this  circum- 
stance, Fentonia  would  invalidate  the  postal 
character  of  these  three  stamps.  I  have  also 
seen  this  postmark  npon  the  2^  c.  poste  locale. 
As  Fentonia  hints,  there  are  several  varying 
dies  (five  of  each  value),  and  the  diaeresis 
over  the  u  is  a  sure  test  of  all  genuine,  but 
then  all  good  forgeries  show  it  too ;  they, 
however,  somewhat  exaggerate  the  dots. 

RECENT   STAMP  FORGERIES. 

BY  EDWARD  L.   PEMBEHTOX. 

Forgeries  of  Recent  Guanadines. — Some 
months  since,  through  the  usual  channel 
(M.  Charles  Roussin)  for  those  dubious 
specimens  of  the  earlier  issues  (concerning 
the  reproduction  of  which,  by  means  of  the 
stamps  themselves.  Dr.  Magnus  wrote  at 
length  some  months  back),  came  unobl ite- 
rated copies  of  5  and  10  pesos,  but  disfigured 
by  having  a  small  hole  punched  out  of  each, 
either  at  top  or  bottom.  It  was  explained 
to  me,  that  they  were  stock  in  hand,  npon 
the  issue  of  the  present  larger  5  and  10 
pesos,  which,  ader  this  defacement,  were 
sold  at  a  nominal  rate,  a  reduction  which 
would  be  a  boon  to  collectors,  if  they  were 
the  real  stamps.  Unfortunately  for  our 
peace  of  mind  and  pieces  of  money,  they 
are  gross  forgeries,  and  are  far  dearer  at  ten 
shillings  the  pair  than  the  genuine  things 
unused  at  four  pounds.  They  are  gross  for- 
geries, as  I  have  said,  and  may  be  at  once 
detected  by  the  following  shortcomings : — 

5  pesos.    FouOERY. — In  the  oyal  which  surrounds  the 

arms  are  26  curls. 

Qenvixe  has  30  curls. 

10  pesos.    FoROEKY. — Stars  irregular,  the  two  lowest 

being  very  large;  the  scroll-like  tracery 

on  the  scalloped  border  cannot  be  clearly 


traced.    Lettering  all  uneven  and  shaky, 
dots  all  shapes  but  rectangular. 
Qbnuinb  — Stars  regular,  all  dots  and  letter- 
ing square  and  true. 

The  present  25  c.  **  sobre-porte  "  also  came 
with  these  forgeries,  pen  stroked  and  false. 
The  following  differences  exist  between 
these  and  genuine  ones : — 


Qexuinb. 
(1).    Interior  o(  scrolls  at 

top  shaded  by  dots. 
(2).    Ring     or     rope     in 

eagle's  back  shaded 

or  dotted. 
(3) .    The  stars  are  in  parts, 

and  have  their  ccn> 

tre  blank. 
(4).    Large      dot       after 

Columbia. 
(5).    Dull  lightish  blue. 


FOROEBT. 

(1).    Left-hand  scroll  not 

shaded. 
(2).    This  is  quite  blank. 


(3).  Stars  like  arteriski, 
small,  and  with  too 
many  ra3r8. 

(4) .  Ko  dot  tod  the  letters 
smaller. 

(5) .    A  much  clearer  tint 


The  previous  25  c.  also  exists,  forged, 
with  a  hole  punched  out,  and  having  the 
same  legend  related  about  it  as  the  5  and  10 
pesos  similarly  branded.  It  may  be  detected 
by  its  light-blue  colour,  and  the  fineness  of 
the  lines  of  the  ground- work;  in  the  gen- 
uine, under  the  n  of  cents,  is  a  flaw  in  the 
engraving,  and  the  eagle*s  wing  touches  and 
goes  behind  the  R  of  porte,  both  of  which 
points  are  ignored  by  the  forgers. 

Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  forgeries  I 
would  most  strongly  condemn  the  practice 
of  Spiro  Brothers  making  and  selling  for- 
geries, even  though  they  do  not  sell  them  as 
any  thing  else  than  facsimiles  (which  is  the 
fact)  ;  the  persons  who  buy  them  for  re-sale 
are  not  so  particular.  One  cannot  now  find 
any  sheets  exhibited  in  shops  by  the  smaller 
dealers,  which  do  not  contain  some  one  or 
more  of  Spire's  forgeries. 

POSTAL    CHIT-CHAT. 

BamsK  OniANA. — Our  German  contemporary,  Ikr 
Briefmarken-Zeitunff,  in  a  short  article*  on  the  1853 
stamps  of  this  colony,  states,  that  amon^  otLer  differences 
discernible  between  the  1853  and  1860  issue,  It  ahould  be 
noticed  that  the  ship  on  the  former  has  a  row  of  port- 
holes {Kanonenluken^t  which  it  asserts  are  wanting  in 
the  latter.  In  reierence  to  this,  a  correspondent 
(Fentonia)  writes,  "It  requires  better  eyes,  or  stronger 
magnifiers  than  mine,  to  perceive  these  port -holes,  and  it 
is  inconsistent  with  the  commercial  allusion  of  the  sor- 
rounding  legend  for  the  ship  to  carry  guns,  which  would 
indicate  a  man-of-war  rather  than  a  merchantman. 
There  is  certainly  a  broken  line  slightly  perceptible  in  the 
1853,  and  not  altogether  absent  in  the  1860  issue,  but  I 
think  it  is  merely  intended  to  renresent  the  black  and 
white  ckecky  line  generally  at  tnat  time,  and  perhaps 
now,  painted  round  our  trading  vessels.    I  oelieve  it  has 
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not  before  been  remarked  that  the  legend,  which,  with  the 
ahip,  forms  the  armorial  bearings  of  British  Quiana,  is 
misquoted  fh>m  Horace  fDeArte  FoeiicaJ,  The  original 
is  *  Petimyque  damutqut  vieisaim.*  The  first  que  may, 
perhaps,  well  be  spared,  but  why  damus  and  petimua 
ahould  be  transposed  is  by  no  means  clear,  and  possibly 
can  only  be  explained  as  an  oversight  of  the  inventor  of 
the  design." 

The  old  Nbwspapeb  Stamp.— The  old  newspaper 
■tamp,  abolished  on  September  30th.  1870,  had  an  ex  • 
istence  of  158  vears.  In  the  year  1712,  Queen  Anne  sent 
a  message  to  the  House  of  Commons,  complaining  of  the 
publication  of  seditious  papers  and  factious  rumours ;  by 
which  means  designing  men  had  been  able  to  sink  credit, 
and  the  innocent  had  suffered.  On  the  12th  of  February 
in  that  year,  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  was  ap- 
pointed,  to  consider  the  best  means  for  stopping  the  then 
existing  abuse  of  the  libertv  of  the  press.  The  evil  re- 
ferred to  had  existence  in  tne  political  pamphlets  of  the 
period.  A  tax  upon  the  pre«8  was  suggested  as  the  best 
means  of  remedjing  the  evil;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  a  storm  of  opposition,  the  impost  was  tacked  on 
to  a  bill  for  taxing  soaps,  parchment,  linens,  silks,  cali- 
coes, &c.  The  result  of  the  tax  was  the  discontinuance  of 
many  of  the  favourite  papers  of  the  period,  and  the  amal- 
gamation of  others  into  one  publication. 

The  Act,  passed  in  June  1712,  came  into  operation  in 
the  month  of  August  following,  and  continued  for  32 
years.  The  stamp  was  red,  and  the  design  consisted  of 
the  rose,  shamrock,  and  thistle,  surmounted  with  a  crown. 
In  the  Spectator  of  June  10th,  1712,  Addison  makes  re- 
ference to  this  subject,  and  predicts  great  mortaUtv  among 
**  our  weekl v  historians."  He  also  mentions  that  a  facetious 
friend  hsd  described  the  said  mortality  as  *'  the  fall  of  the 
leaf."  The  witty  Dean  Swift,  in  hi's  Journal  to  Stella, 
under  date  of  August  7th,  speaks  of  Qrub  Street  as  being 
dead  and  gone.  According  to  his  report,  the  new  stamps 
had  made  sad  havoc  with  the  tibsertator^  the  Flying  Post, 
the  Examiner,  and  the  Medley,  He  adds  "  Have  you 
seen  the  red  stamp  the  papers  arc  marked  with?  Me- 
thinka  the  stamping  is  worth  a  halfpenny." 

Twelve  years  afterwards— namely^  in  1724,  the  House 
of  €k>mmons  had  under  consideration  the  practices  of 
certain  printers,  who  had  evaded  the  operation  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  by  printing  the  news  upon  paper  between  the 
two  sizes  mentioned  by  the  law,  and  entering  them  as 
pamphlets,  on  which  the  dut}'  to  be  paid  was  3/-  for  each 
edition.  Its  deliberations  culminated  in  a  resolution  to 
charge  Id.  for  every  sheet  of  paper  **  on  which  any  journal, 
mercury,  or  any  other  newspaper  whatever,  shall  be 
printed ;  and  for  every  half  sheet  thereof,  the  sum  of  one 
nalfpenny  sterling."  In  1761  the  stamp  duty  upon  news- 
papers was  made  Id.,  or  £4  Is.  8d.  for  1000  sheets.  The 
next  change  in  the  stamp  duty  was  effected  on  the 
28th  May,  1776,  when  Lord  North  advanced  the  price 
from  Id.  to  1^.  Another  alteration  was  made  on  the 
12th  August,  1789.  On  this  occasion  the  stamp  was  in- 
creased from  l^d.  to  2d.  In  1794  the  stamp  went  up  to 
2id.,  and  in  May,  1797,  to  3Jd.  The  highest  rate  of  the 
stamp  was  obtained  in  1815,  when  the  amount  was  4d. 
After  this  date  a  period  of  decline  ensued.  In  the  reign 
of  William  the  Fourth  an  act  was  passed  for  the  reduction 
of  stamp  duty  upon  newspa|>ers  from  4d.  to  Id.,  and  |d. 
upon  any  supplement  This  act  came  into  operation  on 
the  15th  of  September,  1836,  from  which  date  the  rise  of 
the  cheap  paper  era  may  be  dated.  The  next  improve- 
ment occurred  in  1855,  when  the  compulsory  use  of  the 
stamp  was  abolished,  save  and  except  as  a  means  of  pass- 
ing tne  paper  through  the  post.  During  the  last  Session 
we  had  the  latest  touch  of  stamp-act  legislation,  when  it 


was  decided  to  determine  the  operation  of  the  old  act,  and 
to  inaugurate  a  new  order  of  things  more  in  accordance 
with  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  age. —  Timet* 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC  STAMPS. 

▲N  AKERICAX  MAIIB*8  KBST. 

To  the  Editor  of  *'The  Stamp-Collectok's  Maoaiinb." 

Dear  Sib,— Under  tho  above  heading,  your  correspon- 
dent, Mr.  W.  Dudley  Atlee  (in  the  November  number  of 
your  good  paper),  has  hastily  given  mo  a  beneJU,  which, 
not  being  merited,  I  modeetlu  decline  to  accept. 

I  do  not  for  a  moment  blame  this  gentleman  for  at- 
tacking F.  K.  W.  in  the  liberal  manner  he  has,  it  is  quite 
natural;  but  I  would  warn  Mr.  Atlee  to  practice  what  he 
preaches— to  ^^JirU  make  eare  he  is  right,  and  then  go 
a-headr 

For  once  he  is  deeply  in  error,  and  will  have  to  re-load 
in  order  to  shoot  the  right  bird. 

I  deny  having  written  the  article  referred  to,  signed 
F.K.W.,  and  if  that  unknown  does  not  ^^cast  off  his  diS' 
guise,  and  appear  unveiled,"  the  editor  of  The  American 
Journal  of  Philately  will  come  to  my  rescue  in  the  next 
number  of  that  paper,  and  clearly  prove  to  Mr.  Atlee  that 
I  am  not  the  person  who  accuses  him  of  **  devising  a 
swindle." 

I  regret  that  this  gentleman  should  have  no  better 
opinion  of  my  judgment  as  an  old  and  well<known  phil- 
atelist, than  to  think  me  so  poorly  posted  on  the  subject 
of  the  Transvaal  stamps. 

By  inserting  this,  at  your  first  convenience,  in  your 
valuable  columns,  you  will  greatly  oblige. 

Tours  truly, 

W.  E.  FREEMAN. 

New  York. 


MR.   PEMBERTON'S  "HONEST"   CRITICISM. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collectob*8  Maoazikb." 

••  Th«  nhafli  of  fkWhnod  anpolluiing  livm. 
And  the  cold  snaen  of  twiwnnj  were  vain. 

SHKIXST. 

Dear  Sir,— If  Mr.  W.  Dudley  Atlee's  criticism  of 
my  Prixe  Essay,  in  The  Philatelist  (which  has  already 
received  a  tolerably  complete  answer  at  my  hands  in  the 
January  number)  was  insulting  in  tone,  and  exaggerated 
in  statement,  Mr.  Pemberton*s,  in  your  magazme  for 
December,  is  ten  times  more  so. 

Pages  may  be  filled  with  that  tautological  style  of 
composition  in  which  Mr.  Pemberton  so  excels — and  of 
which  no  better  example  could  be  found  than  his  last 
letter  to  you— before  the  following  facts  can  be  disproved. 
Not  one  of  tho  three  forgeries  of  the  Vaud  stamps  has 
succeeded  in  reproducing  these  characteristics  of  the 
genuine:  viz.,  "the  folds  binding  the  post-horn  to  the 
ring  containing  the  cross,  on  the  left  side,  come  un  to  the 
middle  of  the  mrge  black  dot ;  on  the  right,  they  ao  not ; 
and  viee-versd,  in  the  forgeries." 

As  Mr.  Pemberton  is  so  horrified  at  an^  approach  to 
egotism  in  others,  I  think  he  might  be  a  little  less  ego- 
tistical himself,  and  not  claim  the  authorship,  as  his  own, 
of  a  pamphlet,  the  greater  part  of  which,  I  know  for  a 
fact,  was  written  by  Mr.  Thornton  Lewes. 

Mr.  Pemberton' s  assertion  that  my  Prize  Essay  was 
mainly  copied  from  my  Vade-mecum  is  a  most  un- 
warrantable one,  and  I  must  repeat  that  I  referred  to  my 
little  book  on  one  occasion  only,  when  I  was  in  doubt  as 
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to  the  proper  description  neceanary  for  the  "port  local" 
Geneva.  It  is  preposterous  for  Mr.  Pemberton  to  talk  of 
aov  work  containing  the  characteristics  of  stamps  issued 
10  long  ago  as  1845-50  as  being  *Mong  out  of  date,  and 
siniplv  useless  for  modem  requirements."  The  etiitor  of 
The  rhUatelitt  (who,  let  me  add,  was  a  recognizinl  au- 
thority long  before  Mr.  Pemberton  was  heard  of)  said  of 
my  Prize  Kssay,  that  the  remarks  in  it  were  **  pertinent, 
judicious,  and  correct;"  such  being  the  case,  assuredly 
those  of  Mr.  Pemberton  are  impertinent,  m judicious,  and 
twcorrect. 

Relative  to  the  Geneva  stamps,  which  form  the  main 
portion  of  Mr.  Pemberton*s  criticism  on  my  price  essay. 
It  is  quite  a  matter  of  opinion— and  I  shall  certainly  not 
yield  mine  to  Mr.  Pemberton— whether  the  5  c.  port 
local  has  or  has  not  a  separate  existence  troia  the 
double  cantonal.  I  should  sav  that  it  has,  for  this 
reason  :  supposing  that  one  of  the  port  locals  is  cut  out 
of  the  double  stamp,  which  of  itself  is  improbable,  what 
becomes  of  the  '*  10  port  cantonal  cent"  at  the  top  ?  Because 
I  have  a  different  opinion  to  Mr.  Pemberton  on  this  vexata 
quastio,  it  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  very  questionable 
taste  on  his  part  to  call  my  opinion  a  blunaer.  Mr.  Pem* 
berton  says  I  do  not  attempt  to  point  out  the  differences 
between  the  right  and  left-hand  side  stamps  in  the 
double  cantonal.  This  reckless  assertion  is  easily  dis- 
proved by  the  following  extract  from  my  prixe  essay : 
**The  L  of  LOCAL  in  the  left-hand  port  local  stamp  touches 
the  bottom  of  the  shield,  and  almost  touches  it  in  the 
right-hand  larger  division."  I  can  vouch  for  the  cor- 
rectness of  my  first  paragraph  on  the  double  cantonal 
stamp,  as  it  wits  tranilatod  by  me,  word  for  word,  from 
M.  Berger-Lcvrault's  French  catalogue,  the  accuracy  of 
whidi  Mr.  Pemberton  will  not  venture  to  impu^. 
Herein,  too,  lies  the  key  to  the  "mystery,**  made  so  much 
of  by  Messrs.  Pemberton  and  Atlee,  of  m^*  having  said 
that  "the  stamp  in  my  own  collection  tallied  with  every 
characteristic  of  the  genuine,  as  given  by  myself  and 
M.  Berger-Levrault  in  his  catalogue.  I  must  allow  that 
the  absence  of  a  comma  after  the  word  "myself,"  did 
make  the  sentence  read  rather  strangely. 

Mr.  Pemberton  alludes  to  my  having  called  the  Geneva 
stamps  square,  instead  of  rectangular;  my  reasons  are 
soon  stated.  It  is  very  certain  that  their  shape  is  quite 
different  to  the  ordinary  rectangular  stamp,  and  if  not 
quite,  they  are  almost  square.  Besides,  if  we  are  to  take 
our  notions  of  what  a  square  stamp  is,  according  to  the 
strict  definition  of  the  term,  I,  in  common  with  nearly 
every  writer  on  the  subject,  am  equally  wrong  in  calling 
the  Basle  stamp  square,  for  that  is  not  a  perfect  square, 
but  approaches  very  nearly  to  the  shape  of  the  Geneva. 

Begarding  Mr.  Pemberton' s  strictures  on  my  descrip- 
tion of  the  5  c.  port  cantonal  stamps,  I  have  little  to  say. 
but  that  little  I  trust  will  be  to  the  point  I  laboured 
under  the  disadvantage  of  having  no  forgery  of  these,  or 
of  the  Zurich  stamps,  to  compare  the  genuine  with.  I 
will  merely  add  that  I  had  not  the  slightest  intention  of 
"  prodigally  foisting  in  "  a  proof,  black  on  white,  nor  was 
the  green  on  white,  although  by  a  printer's  error— which 
in  correcting  the  proof,  I  unfortunately  overlooked— the 
word  "  green  "  was  left  out  between  o  c.  and  on  white 
paper.  Mr.  Pemberton,  I  apprehend,  will  get  few  to  agree 
with  him  that  there  are  as  many  as  five  t}'pes  of  genuine 
Zurich  stamps.  As  reganls  these,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  absence  over  the  v,  of  what  the  editor  of  The  PhilaU 
eliat  calls  the  trema  (French),  and  Fentonia  the  diareiis 
(Latin),  but  which  I  prefer  to  call,  in  plain  English,  the 
two  dots,  does  not  necessarily  condemn  them,  especially 
if  in  other  particulars  they  coincide  with  undoubtedly 
genuine  stamps. 


One  word  more,  and  1  have  done.  Some  one  once  said 
of  Mr.  Pemberton's  writings,  that  he  had  a  fine  field  in 
T/te  Stftmp'Coi/tcfor*»  Magazine  for  the  display  of  his 
graphic  powers ;  J  must  confess,  though,  that  it  noes  not 
strike  me  in  the  same  light,  for  I  cannot  ffei  over  tke  stiU* 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 
London.  J.  M.  SlX)URTON. 

[Wahom  «fnteHnff  al  nU  Into  the  diMimlnn  bctvMn  Mr.  Blonrloa  and 
Mr.  Pmiihrrton.  It  b  riprht  to  ir»m  ovr  nmdtm  that  tli*  Above  ■tatcomrt 
of  Mr  Stourton.  about  th#>  amall  6  «>nt jKHrt  local  G«a«ra,  mm  fbnaed  If 
Mvrring  A  doabi*  eopj.  vhleb.  vh<»le.  forms  tbe  10  emt  port  eantovial, 
belag  itill  vtxata  amaatio,  U  deddctdly  arronsona :  the  rtrj  MttboHtf, 
BerfKT>LerraaU.  elt«4  bjr  Mr.  Stourtiai.  la  direct  and  espllelt  afralnat  biat 
on  tbla  noint.  and  the  roneurrt^t  opinion  of  all  the  leading  jhllatellatB 
b^re  and  abroad,  la  anifnrm.  llie  point  b  brjrond  diapnte :  Mr.  8tQ«*toa 
la  vronff :  all  auiall  6  eents  (}meval  loeala  an<  tram  one  or  otliar  of  tha 
di»-a  wbTch  form  the  double  10  oetitu  port  eantonal. 

Another  probablv  more  diMigrrnua  rrror  of  Mr.  Stoorttm's  requIrM 
eoniradictlitn  nov,  ror  «m  are  nnvllling  to  let  hia  »tatem«nts  about  Zniieb 
atamps  so  forth  without  the  eorrvction  appearing  at  the  aame  time,  ao 
many  or  our  fHenda  and  renderi  might  be  deeeired.  and  wo  mlgfa*  bo 
held  reeponslble  fbr  permitting  the  rniatikke  to  be  rirmlated.  Tbaco  ers 
yiM,  anaylve  onhf.  true  tjpea  or  Zurich :  eT<>«7  known  genuine eopj  ean  bo 
dbthtetly  identM«4  aa  one  of  them :  and  all  show  the  two  dots  (ifMrtrti 
or  tr^aia)  moat  dearly.  It  b  a  great  pity  that  anj  doubt  abonid  be  coat 
on  theae  well  authenticated  fketa :  atill  more  ao  that  each  doubta  aboald 
emanate  fVom  Mr.  Stourton  :  and  we  cannot  permit  our  pagoa  to  convej 
hb  atatMuenta  to  the   publte,  without  dlaelalmtng  the  nalatakea  he 


makna,  and  cautioning  our  readtae  agalnat  being 


ling  tiM 
mUedl 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

r.  C,  Saxmundham. — Your  essay  will  appear  in  our 
next. 

E.  S.  S.,  Brighton. — The  new  French  Republic  stamps 
being  issued  unperforated  is  only  a  temporary  expedient. 

K.  K.  C,  Llandudno.— Our  publishers  will  shortly  issue 
the  fifteenth  edition  of  their  Illustrated  Descriptive  Price 
Catalogue. 

John  M.,  Guernsey.— Tour  stamp  duly  reached  us. 
We  are  uncertain  as  to  the  character  and  value  of  the 
Russian,  and  are  making  further  inquiries  respecting  it. 
We  will  reply  to  you  more  fully  next  month. 

H.  H.  C.  VAN  Thiel,  Amsterdam.— Your  German 
2  groschen  adhesive,  with  the  Constantinople  postmark, 
evidencing,  as  it  does,  the  existence  of  a  branch  of  the 
German  post  office  in  that  city,  seems  to  us  decidedly 
worth  retaining. 

J.  H.  R.,  Scarborough.— You  will  find  the  stamps  you 
refer  to  chronicled  in  the  present  number. — Your  strictures 
on  our  engravings  of  the  Alsace  and  Lorraine,  and  the 
Republic  1  c.  arc  eertainlv  founded  on  fact.  The  former 
has  too  deep  a  border,  and  the  latter  is  incorrectly  repre- 
sented as  perforated. 

W.  U.  D.,  Cambridge— We  believe  the  penny  post 
referred  to  in  the  Tat/tr  of  1709  was  a  local  service  for 
London ;  letters  posted  and  delivered  in  the  city  were 
charpd  only  a  penny  each.  In  one  of  the  old  volumes 
of  Tfie  Stamp-Coi/ector*8  Magazine^  there  is,  we  believe, 
a  paper  in  wnich  this  is  stated  as  a  fact,  but  not  having 
been  able,  after  nearly  an  hour*s  searching  to  hit  upon 
this  paper,  we  are  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  replying  to 
your  query  from  memory  alone. 

Cornelius  yAN  Dick.— In  the  current  edition  of  Dr. 
Gray's  Catalogue  there  are  35  varieties  of  New  Zealand 
mentioned,  and  in  a  paper  read  before  the  philatelic 
society,  and  published  in  I'he  rhilatelUi^  36  varieties  of 
the  same  colony's  stamps  are  enumerated. — The  difierent 
shades  in  the  Australian  stamps  have  been  frequently 
noticed,  and  are  catalogued ;  stamps  distinguished  by  such 
shades  arc  varieties,  but  not  distinct  emissions. — The 
whole  of  the  North  German  series,  with  the  inscription, 
N0RDDEUT8CH  POST  BEZUUC,  in  miuute  characters,  as  the 
groundwork,  have  been  catalogued,  and  they  ifbrm  a 
separate  emission. 
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OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  rhihitelUf. — TnK  February  number  of 
this  journal  contains  the  first  of  a  series  of 
articles  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Atleo,  entitled, 
"The  Spud  Papers;  or,  Notes  on  Philatehc 
Weeds,"  which  promises  to  be  of  considerable 
value  to  collectors.  The  title  is  a  droll  one, 
and  the  exact  signification  of  the  word 
"spud"  is  unknown  to  us,  but  the  term 
'* philatelic  weeds"  leaves  one  in  no  great 
doubt  of  the  subject.  The  "  weeds  "  are  the 
forgeries  which  are,  unhappily,  so  numerous; 
and  if  Mr.  Atlee  can  ouly  succeed  in  rooting 
them  out,  he  will  have  deserved  well  of  the 
philatelic  community.  He  has  set  himself 
to  work  with  a  will,  and,  aided  by  the  pub- 
lishers, has  begun  by  taking  an  important 
step  in  the  right  direction.  These  latter 
gentlemen,  "  actuated  by  a  laudable  desire  to 
contribute  their  quota  of  help,  have  at  a  con- 
siderable expense  obtained  from  Messrs. 
Spire  Brothers,  of  Hamburg,  sheets  of  their 
many  imitations,"  and  the  first  "spud 
paper"  is  devoted  to  an  examination  of 
Messrs.  Spiro's  interesting  productions.  Side 
by  side  with  the  analysis,  specimens  of  the 
actual  forgeries  are  given,  so  that  the  readers 
can  acquaint  themselves  with  their  charac- 
teristics in  the  most  complete  manner  pos- 
sible. No  better  aid  could  be  given  to  the 
detection  of  forgeries,  and  we  hope  soon  to 
see  their  circulation  diminish  in  consequence. 

The  remaining  space  in  The  Philatelist  is 
taken  up  with  the  usual  articles,  such  as 
"Recent  and  Undesoribed Emissions,"  "Cor- 
respondence," <fcc. 

In  reading  the  first-raentioned  article,  we 
could  not  help  noticing,  -^for  perhaps  the 
fiftieth  time,  a  reference  to  the  "Pendrago- 
nites."  Whenever  a  secondary  variety  has  to 
he  catalogued/ the  editor  makes  a  point  of 
inquiring  what  the  Pendragonites  will  say 
to  it ;  but  the  allusion,  from  its  frecfrtfet  re- 
petition, has  lost  half  its  point,  and  the  other 
half  is  taken  away  by  the  fact  that  Pen- 
dragon  has  long  since  dropped  out  of 
philatelic  existence,  and  his  mantle  has  not 
fallen  on  anyone,  unless  it  be  the  enlightened 
editor  of  The  Stamp-Collector's  Guide,  We 
hope  we  shall  be  pardoned  this  deprecatory 
observation   upon   a  matter   of  minor  im- 


portance ;  as  constant  readers,  we  could  not 
help  noticing  it,  and,  per  contra,  we  can 
honestly  express  our  admiration  for  the  new 
title  wherewith  the  editor  of  our  Brighton 
contemporary  dubs  advanced  collectors. 
"Philosophical  philatelists"  is  an  appro- 
priate term,  and  sounds  much  better  than 
"  French  school." 

The  Americnn  Jonrnnl  of  Fhthftch/  is  dis- 
tinguished principally  by  the  commencement 
of  a  "History  of  the  United  States  Post- 
oflBco,"  which  bids  fair  to  be  both  in- 
teresting and  instructive.  There  is  also  an 
article  on  "The  Braftlebor'o  Stamps,"  in 
which  it  is  fairly  argued  that  the  entire  sheet 
of  stamps  should  be  taken  to  consist  of  ten, 
and  not  of  seven  labels. 

We  can  do  no  more  than  allude  to  a  short 
paper  on  "  British  Honour,"  in  which  one  of 
our  leading  philatelists  is  attacked  with 
true  American  virulence,  as  wo  are  unac- 
quainted with  the  facts  ;  but  without  an- 
ticipating the  explanation — which,  if  thought 
necessary,  will  be  forthcoming — we  have 
no  hesitation  in  repelling  the  coarse  im- 
putations launched  by  our  contemporary. 
In  a  similar  case,  we  should  have  privately 
written  for  explanation,  but  the  chance  of 
attacking  an  English  collector  was  not  to  be 
thrown  away  by  an  American  writer. 

(le  Kuriositi  Kabivet  continues  to  make  its 
appearance,  but,  whilst  valuable  from  some 
points  of  view,  it  is  not  very  readable.  The 
only  noticeable  point  is  a  rather  sly  hit  at 
our  friend  The  Philatelist,  which,  in  noticing 
The  Cunositjf  Cabinet,  had  remarked  that  its 
peculiar  mode  of  spelling  suggested  a  happy 
combination  of  Artemus  Ward  and  Josh 
Billings,  with  a  few  slices  of  Mr.  Pitman,  the 
great  phonetic  apostle,  put  in  to  make 
weight.  Our  American  contemporary,  after 
quoting  this  critique,  adds,  "The  same  jour- 
nal, however,  gives  its  readers  a  page  and  a 
half  of  hieroglyphics,  which  we  presume  to  be 
fully  as  edifying  to  its  readers.  Here  is  a 
sample:  *  aaabcccdeeeeeeeiijllmnnoooooorrra 
ssssttuuu ' — supposed  to  be  a  transposition  of 
the  inscription  on  some  stamp." 

The  Stamp-Collector's  Guide  contains  this 
month  its  profession  of  faith.  The  editor 
constitutes  himself  the  apostle  of  the  radical 
American   school,  which,  we  may  remark. 
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does  not  go  to  the  root  of  anything,  but  is 
the  most  superficial  of  all  the  schools,  since, 
if  the  editor  had  his  will,  he  "  would  draw 
a  hard  and  fast  line  at  the  design  of  the 
stamp,  and  never  go  beyond  it.  Perfo- 
rations, watermarks,  qualities  of  paper, 
shades  of  colour,  silk  threads,  <fec.,  should 
not  be  allowed  to  constitute  separate  varie- 
ties." Here  is  a  declaration  which  has 
about  it  the  merit  of  being  both  straight- 
forward and  intelligible.  We  respect  the 
conviction  it  expresses,  but  we  candidly 
avow  we  should  no  more  think  of  disputing 
with  its  writer  on  the  matter,  than  of  arguing 
with  anyone  who  might  choose  to  assert 
that  the  moon  is  made  of  green  cheese. 

LIST  OF  NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  IN- 
EDITED  STAMPS,  NOTICED  IN 
THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAOA- 
ZINE  FOR  1870. 

{Concluded  from  page  22.) 

P?rn. 

Locomotive  and  tender,  and  the  Peruvian 
arms,  with  scroll  inscribed  pokte 
FKANCO,  in  square ;  marginal  in- 
scription, chorkillos,  LIMA,  CALLAO; 
design  in  relief.  Col.  imp. ;  sq. 
5  centavos  vermilion. 

PoricgaL 

Design  of  1866.     Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 
100  reis  pale  lilac. 
240    „     bright  mauve. 

Priurr  Etiuiartf  Islaul 

Full  face  portrait  of  Queen  in  oval,  inscribed 

PKINCE      EDWAUD      ISLAND       POSTAGE. 

Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 

3d.  stg.;  cy.  4|d.  brown. 

Ranmanie. 

Design  of  1866.     Col.  imp.;  rect. 
3  baui  deep  mauve. 

JOURNAL   STAMP. 

Profile  of  Prince    Charles  to  left  in  circle, 
inscribed  posta  romana;    in  lower 
margin,  the  words  diare  periodice. 
Black  imp. ;  lai'ge  rect. 
H  bani  deep  green. 


Russia. 

Design  of  1864.  Variety :  the  black  portion 
of  the  design  of  the  3  kop.  struck 
on  the  groundwork  of  the  5  kop., 
formed  of  repetitions  of  the  nu- 
meral V.  Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 
3  kop.  green. 

ENVELOPE. 

Arms   in   circle,    containing   a  Russian  in- 
scription (type  similar  to  that  of 
1869,    but     inscription    different). 
Col.  imp. ;  circ. 
5  kop.  pale  and  bright  carmine. 

Belozersk, 

Russian  inscription  in  four  lines,  printed  in 
black  on  a  ground  of  waved  reddish 
yellow  lines  ;  numeral  in  four  cor- 
ners.    Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
2  kop.  black  and  reddish  yellow. 

Russian  Steam  Navi/jatlon  Company, 

Ornamental  design  in  relief,  enclosing  the 
Russian  arms  in  upper,  and  a 
steamship  in  lower  part,  p.  o.  at 
sides,  Russian  inscription  below ; 
frame  blue,  centre  scarlet.  Col. 
imp. ;  rect. 
Blue  and  scarlet  [2  piastres.] 

Ornamental  design  in  relief,  with  steamship 
in  upper,  and  Russian  arms  in 
lower  part ;  Russian  inscription  in 
upper  margin  ;  frame  brown,  centre 
blue.  Col.  imp. ;  rect. 
Blue  and  brown  [1  piastre.] 

FINLAND. 

Helsingfors, 

1860?  Inscription,  btadspost,  crossing  di- 
agonally from  left  lower  to  right 
upper  corner  of  rectangle  ;  above 
it,  in  upper  section,  left  of  rectangle, 
a  small  circle  containing  the  city 
arms ;  below  it,  to  right,  a  similar 
circle  containing  numerals  ;  diaper 
ground ;  value  in  Finnish  and 
Russian  at  sides,  [stadspost  kau- 
PDNGIN  posri.]     Col.  imp. ;  rect. 

10  kop.,  arms  and  numeral  in  red,  remain- 
ing portion  in  green. 
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Si.  C\m\zf\in\ 

Profile  of  Qacen,  diftdemed,  to  lefl  in  circle, 
inscribed  saint  ciiuistophkr  post- 
age.    Col.  imp. ;  rect.  perf. 

One  penny  rose. 

Sixpence  green. 

Si-  Damiuga. 

Design  of  186i>.     Black  imp. ;  narrow  rocfr. 

UN  real  lilac-grey. 

SK  TIprasa  aaS  Priiir?  lelaaSs. 

Crown    in    circle,    inscribed     s.    thomk    e 
PRINCIPE;  in  upper  margin  couuEio. 
Col.  imp.  ;  rect.  perf. 
5  re  is  black. 
10     „    bright  yellow. 


20 


>i 


stone. 


25     „    brick-red. 
50     „    green. 


100 


» 


violet. 


Saall^  Mvimi  Rrp&lir. 

Design   of  1869.     Col.  imp. ;   rect.  unperf. 
Ono  penny  brown-red. 
Threepence  lilac,  deep  mauve,  bluish 

mauve  (perf.  also). 
Sixpence  blue. 
One  shilling  green. 

ENVELOPES. 

Circle    with    inscription    on     inner    edge, 
POTCUEFSTKOOM  z.  A.  R. ;  in  centre 
0.  P.  K.,  18G9.     Blk.  imp. ;  circ. 
Black,  no  value  indicated. 

Similar  design,  but  z.  A.  R.  in  centre,  and 

POICHEFSTROOM  ZUID   AFRIKA  in  mar- 

gin.     Blk. ;  circ. 
Black ;  value  (Sixpence)  written  by  hand. 

SaaHj  Aasiralia. 

Design   of  1869.     Col.   imp. ;    rect.,   perf. 
Star  wmk. 

Twopence  orange. 

Spin- 
Crowned  bead,  symbolic  of  Spain,  in  oval ; 
inscription   above,  and  value   and 
date  below  on  scrolls,     comunica- 
ciONES.     Col.  imp. ;  rect.,  perf. 


I 


1  mill,  purple-brown. 

2  „     brown. 
4      „     light  brown. 


10      „     rose. 
25      „     mauve. 
50      ,,     liirht  blue. 


»» 


»» 


red. 


100 

200  „     brown. 

400  „     sea-green. 

1  esc.  600  „     lilac. 

2  „  deep  blue. 
12  cuartos  lake-rose. 
19        „                  light  green. 

OFFICIAL   OR   CONGRESS   STAMPS. 

Arms   iu  oval,   inscribed  congueso    I)E    los 

DIPUfADOS,    CORREO. 

Blue. 
Scroll  inscribed  direocion  general  de  comu- 

NICACIONES. 

Black. 
Arms   in    octagon,    gabinete    directivo   de 

COMUNICACIONES. 

Black. 

S^zmli  Calaaifs. 

(See  Cuba). 

Saiilserlaul 

GENEVA  OFFICIAL. 

Arms  of  Geneva  in  oval,  inscribed  direc- 
tion DES   PRISONS   DE   GENEVE. 

Blue. 

Tarfefg. 

ENVELOPES. 

Crescent  in  octagon,  star  in  circle  in  the  four 
lesser  sides,  Turkish  inscriptions  in 
black  in  margin.  Col.  imp. ;  oct., 
imp.  on  back  of  envelope,  partly  on 
the  flap,  and  partly  on  the  lower 
part.  Turkish  inscription  in  white 
relief  on  front  of  envelope. 

1     piastre  yellow. 

1^        „       brown. 

3 

6 

UuiJfS  Siaif3. 

Profile  to  lefl  in  oval,  u.  s.  postage  abovo 
value  below,  with  large  numeral  in 
centre  of  lower  margin.  Col.  imp.; 
rect.,  perf 


» 


„       orange, 
violet. 


» 
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1  cent  (Franklin)  bright  bine. 


2 
G 
10 
12 
15 
24 
30 
90 


(Jackson)  deep  brown. 
(Lincoln)  pale  carmine. 
(JeflTerson)  dark  brown. 
('Henry  Clay)  pnrple-black. 
(Webster)  orange. 
(Scott)  rich  violet. 
(Hamilton)  black. 
(Perry)  rose-red. 


ENVELOPES. 

Bust  to  left  in  oval,  inscribed  u.  s.  postage 
in  upper  half.  Col.  imp. ;  oval. 
Wmk.  U.S.P.O.D.,  forming  a  mono- 
gram. 

2  cents  (Jackson)  brown. 

3  „     (Washington)  deep  green. 
G     „     (Lincoln)  brick-red. 

Note. — The  2  and  3  cent  designs  are  also 
struck  on  newspaper  wi*appers. 

Yiriaria. 

Profile  of  Qaeen,  diademed,  to  left,  in  in- 
scribed oval,  with  small  disks  on 
each  side,  containing  the  figure  2, 
ornaments  in  each  corner.  Col. 
imp.  ;  rect.,  perf.  Wmk.  v  and 
crown. 

Twopence  lilac. 

ENVELOPE. 

Embossed  profile  of  Queen,  diademed,  to  left 
in  oval,  inscribed  postage  twopence, 
VICTORIA.  Col.  imp. ;  oval,  various 
seals  on  flap. 

Twopence  pink. 

Wniintifearg. 

Field- post  envelope.     Circ.  black. 
PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  X. 

BY   OVERT  TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

Austrian  |tala  &  lortip  §rant^  (Dfiitts. 

The  stamps  of  Austrian  Italy  naturally  follow 
those  of  the  Austrian  empire,  and  it  is 
preferable  to  class  them  under  this  title 
rather  than  under  Lorabardo-Venetia,  since 
the  later  issues  were  current  in  Venetia 
only.  Furthermore,  as  the  Austrian-Italian 
stamps    were  employed  in  all  the  Austrian 


post-offices,  established  in  foreign  towns,  it 
is  but  fit,  for  continuity's  sake,  that  the 
present  soldi  series  should  be  catalogued 
under  the  head  "Austrian  Italy,"  rather 
than  under  Austria. 

This  much  by  way  of  preface  to  the  very 
few  observations  which  it  is  necessary  to 
pass  on  the  stamps  under  notice.  They  are 
so  thoroughly  the  counterparts,  in  all  but  the 
value,  of  their  Austrian  confreres,  that  my 
comments  on  the  one  set  may  be  applied 
almost  in  their  integrity  to  the  other. 

The  first  series  has  the  value  enunciated 
in  centesimi,  but  on  all  the  succeeding  issues 
it  is  in  soldi.  Comparison  shows  that  the 
soldo  is  equal  to  about  three  centesimi,  as  we 
find  the  80  c.  brown  replaced  by  a  10  sol. 
brown,  and  the  45  c.  blue  by  the  15  sol.  blue. 
In  the  lowest  values  the  exchange  in  value 
could  be  only  approximatively  obtained ; 
thus  the  2  soldi,  equalling  6  centesimi,  re- 
places the  5  c,  and  the  3  soL,  equalling  9  c, 
supersedes  the  10  c.  The  reason  of  the  change 
in  the  denomination  may  be  assumed  to  have 
been  that  the  soldo  being  the  Italian  equiva- 
lent of  the  kreuzer,  and  being  multiplied  into 
florins  or  gulden,  was  more  easily  calculable 
by  the  Austrian  officials  than  the  centesimo, 
which  was  multiplied  into  francs. 

Of  the  first  series  there  are  no  varieties, 
except  such  as  are  caused  by  differences  of 
shade,  more  or  less  marked.  M.  Moens,  it 
is  true,  notices  a  30  c.  brown,  on  laid  paper, 
but  I  have  never  yet  met  with  a  specimen, 
and  for  our  purpose,  at  any  rate,  this  variety 
may  be  shelved. 

The  only  remark  which  the  second  series 
calls  for  is,  that  some  of  its  members  (the  2, 
3,  and  15  sol.)  were  in  use  in  Venetia  after 
Lombardy  had  been  annexed  to  Piedmont, 
and  that  their  longevity  prevented  the  issue 
of  the  corresponding  values  of  the  18C1  set. 
Of  this  latter,  only  two  denominations  were 
actually  used,  the  5  and  10  c. ;  the  remaining 
three  are  said  to  have  been  got  ready  for 
service,  but  not  being  required,  they  remain- 
ed in  store  for  several  years,  until  they  were 
in  some  mysterious  way  exhumed  to  satisfy 
the  wants  of  the  stamp-collecting  fraternity. 
It  used  to  be  believed  that  these  three  post- 
humous stamps — the  2,  3,  and  15  soldi — 
were  in  every  respect  original  impressions, 
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but  they  are  catalogaed  by  Levrault  as  the 
TesnM  of  &  tirage  de  fantaisie,  and  such  they 
evidently  are.  They  are  perforated  with  12 
dents  to  the  two-centimetre  gauge,  and  so 
also  are  the  reprint  f5  and  10  sol.,  which 
saw  the  light  at  about  the  same  time ;  but 
the  original  5  and  10  sol.  show  14  dents,  and 
had  these  posthumous  stamps  really  formed 
part  of  a  supply  struck  off'  to  meet  a  possible 
want,  they  also  would  have  been  perforated 
with  14.  As  no  14-dent  stamps  exist,  it  is 
clear,  that  although  the  dies  for  the  three 
values  were  made,  no  stamps  were  ever 
printed  from  them  for  poblic  use,  and  it  was, 
in  fact,  the  obliging  reprinter  who  first  em- 
ployed the  dies,  years  after  the  type  had  been 
superseded,  and  by  obtaining  impressions 
from  them,  completed  the  18G1  set.  The 
three  "posthumous"  values  are  thus  de- 
prived of  what  little  value  they  possessed,  as 
stamps  prepared  in  advance,  and  intended 
for  circulation ;  they  are  from  the  original 
dies,  and  in  so  far  as  they  are  first  impres- 
sions therefrom,  they  are,  in  that  sense, 
original  impressions  ;  but  their  collection  be- 
comes more  than  ever  a  matter  of  choice. 

The  1863  set  does  not  call  for  special 
notice.  Its  sole  remarkable  feature  is,  that 
although  very  closely  resembling  the  Aus- 
trian series  of  the  same  date,  it  is  not  quite 
identical  therewith,  as  the  oval  margin  out- 
side the  inscription  is  wider.  It  doserves, 
however,  to  be  mentioned,  that  it  was  the 
last  series  in  use  in  Venetia.  The  war  of 
1866  stopped  its  circulation. 

The  "soldi"  series  of  1867  is  used  only 
in  the  Austrian  branch  post-offices  in  foreign 
towns.  Of  these,  there  are  in  all  55,  which 
are  principally  scattered  over  the  Danubian 
Principalities,  Turkey  in  Europe,  and  in  Asia 
Minor  and  Egypt,— a  sufficient  number  to 
give  reason  for  the  issue  of  a  sepai'ate  series. 
The  maintenance  of  the  "  soldi "  denomina- 
tions,— which,  in  fact,  is  the  sole  distinguish- 
ing mark  between  it  and  the  Austrian  set 
proper, — is  probably  due  to  the  desire  to  keep 
the  accounts  apart,  and  check  the  revenue 
resulting  from  these  offices  in  partibus. 

ENVELOPES. 

The  envelopes,  which  were  not  used  until 
after  the  annexation  of  Lombardy,   require 


no  comment,  further  than  that  they  have  all 
been  reprinted,  and  that  uncut  copies  of  the 
first  series  are  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

JOURNAL   STAMPS. 

The    only    journal     stamps     special     to 
Lombardo- Venetia  were  those  which  repre- 
sented a  duty,  collected  by  the  government 
on  foreign  newspapers.     As  will  be  seen,  on 
reference  to  the  last  paper,  the  first  stamp  of 
this  class  was  introduced  in  Austria  in  the 
year  1850,  but  it  was  not  until  1858  that  the 
Italian   provinces  were  endowed  with  any, 
and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  up  to  that 
time  the  2  kreuzer  green  was  in  use  there. 
After  the  postal  convention  between  Austria 
and   the  German  States  had  been  signed, 
whereby  papers  from  those  states  were  taxed 
at  2  kreuzers,  and  those  of  all  other  powers 
at  4  kr.,  the  2  kr.  reil,  and  4  kr.  red,  were 
prepared  for  use  in  Austrian  Italy,  and  were, 
in  fact,  employed  from  the  28th  March,  1858, 
until  the  23rd  November,  of  the  same  year, 
when,  upon  the  revision  of  the  rates,  they 
were  both  withdrawn,  and  the  1  kr.  6/ac/;, 
once  so  rare,  was  issued  in  their  place.     It 
is,  however,  probable  that  the  2  kr.  red  con- 
tinued to  be  used  afterwards,  in  conjunction 
with  the  1  kr.  black,  and  it  is  certain  that  a 
largo   stock  of  this  value  remained  in   the 
Venetian   post-offices.     Had  the  2  kr.  red 
been  wholly  withdrawn,  it  would  have  be- 
come as  rare  as  the  4  kr.,  and  the  Austrian 
2  kr.  brown  must  have  replaced  it,  but  the 
fact  that  it  has  never  been  scarce  comes  in 
confirmation  of  my  belief  that  it  was  not 
entirely  superseded.     The  1  kr.  black  at  one 
time  commanded  a  high  price,  but,  as  it  re- 
mained in  use  until  1866,  and  hidden  stores 
were    discovered,   it   has   since   fallen  con- 
siderably in  value. 

No  special  design  was  thought  necessary 
for  these  journal  stamps,  nor  was  it  even 
deemed  expedient  to  change  their  denomi- 
nation. They  were  the  Austrian  stamps  pure 
and  simple,  with  only  an  alteration  in  the 
colour,  and  this  just  shows  how  little  im- 
portance was  attached  to  the  expression  of 
the  value  in  an  Italian  currency. 

All  the  journal  stamps  proper — the  Mer- 
curies and  their  successors — were  current  in 
Austrian  Italy,  and  with  them,  also,  no 
change  was  considered  to  be  required. 
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The  alphabetical  order  which  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  adopt,  for  reference  sake, 
has  some  defects  to  coanterbalauce  its  ad- 
vantages, chief  among  which  must  be  placed 
its  opposition  to  any  attempt  at  grouping; 
and  thus  it  happens  that  leaving  Austrian 
Italy,  W6  find  ourselves  at  once  in  the  middle 
of  the  German  emissions.  However,  what 
cannot  be  cured  must  be  endured,  so,  without 
attempting  any  general  review  of  the  German 
stamps,  we  will  pass  at  once  to  the  discussion 
of  the  Baden  series. 

Baden  would  seem  to  have  been  the  first 
of  the  group  of  German  states  to  issue 
])ostage  stamps,  though  there  can  be  but 
little  question  that  its  priority  of  emission 
was  rather  the  result  of  accident  than  design. 
The  series  issued  on  the  1st  May,  1851,  in- 
dicates its  own  ratson  d'etre  in  its  side  in- 
scriptions, which  may  be  thus  translated  : — 

GERMAN     POSTAL    UNION — TREATY    OF    THE    6tH 

APRIL,  1850.  It  was  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  treaty  that  all  the  leading 
states  of  the  old  Coufedei'ation  commenced 
to  issue  stamps,  and  the  common  under- 
standing arrived  at,  between  them,  as  to  the 
rates,  had  its  result  in  an  almost  entire  uni- 
formity in  the  values  of  the  different  emis- 
sions; in  the  colours,  however,  a  certain 
amount  of  variation  was  shown,  and  it  was 
not  until  several  years  after  the  signing  of 
the  treaty,  that  a  fresh  agreement  was  made, 
to  the  effect  that  uniform  colours  for  the 
several  values  should  be  adopted  by  all  the 
contracting  powers. 

The  fii*st  issues  for  Baden,  with  their  Ger- 
miin-text  inscriptions,  their  prim  ornamonta- 
tion,  and  their  clean  postmarks,  form  a 
quaint  but  pleasing  assemblage.  They  seem 
far  removed  in  type  and  appearance  from  the 
"stamp  of  the  period,"  with  its  often  gaudy 
decorations  and  brilliant  surroundings. 
They  are  stamps  of  the  old  school,  primitive 
in  design,  intended  for  use  more  than  orna- 
ment, and  from  the  very  fact  that  they  are 
simple  impressions  in  black  on  coloured 
paper,  there  are  but  few  varieties.  These 
are  formed  from  differences  in  the  colour  or 
texture  of  the  paper.  Of  the  3  kr.,  for  in- 
stance, there  are  two  distinct  shades — lemon 


and  chrome  yellow  ;  of  the  6  kr.  also  there 
are  two,  viz.,  deep  yellowish  green  and  a 
cold  clear  light  green.  The  differences  of 
paper  ai*e  worthy  of  notice  (thougli  not  of 
collection)  by  beginners,  as  they  form  a 
guide  whereby  to  detect  reprints.  These 
latter  are,  I  believe,  uniformly  found  on 
rather  stout  surfaced  |)aper.  The  originals 
of  the  1851  sot  are  found  on  sioxxt  tuisurftced 
paper,  and  also  on  two  kinds  of  surfaced  : — 
1.  Thin.     2.  Thicker  and  less  smooth. 

After  the  1851  series  had  been  in  use 
about  a  couple  of  years,  the  colours  of  three 
of  its  component  values  were  changed  :  the  1 
kr.  being  thenceforth  printed  on  white,  the 
3  kr.  on  green,  and  the  6  kr.  on  yellow.  The 
cause  of  this  change  is  not  clear.  No  similar 
alteration  took  place  in  the  stamps  of  any 
other  German  state,  and  we  can  but  set  it 
down  to  caprice.  It  could  not  have  been 
want  of  the  particular  coloured  papers  neces- 
sary, as  the  impression  contiimed  to  be  made 
on  green  and  yellow,  only  the  values  printed 
in  those  colours  were  reversed. 

In  1857  the  colour  of  the  3  kr.  was  clianged 
an^ain  from  green  to  blue ;  and  in  the  Litter 
it  is  somewhat  rarer,  as  the  blue  was  a  com- 
paratively short  time  in  circulation. 

No  great  expense  or  trouble  is  necessary 
to  secure  clean  used  copies  of  all  the  Baden 
figure  stamps,  but  a  collector  with  plenty  of 
money  in  his  pocket,  may  have  to  wait  a  long 
while  before  he  can  obtain  a  set  of  veritable 
1851  originals.  Their  rarity  may  be  judged 
from  the  fact  that  the  celebrated  collection 
of  the  late  Mr.  Pauwels  lacked  the  3  kr. 
yellow  and  6  kr.  gi-een.  Reprints,  however, 
of  any  of  the  four  values  of  the  first  series 
can  be  had  for  about  a  half-crown  apiece, 
and  are  dear  at  the  price. 

As  to  varieties,  the  following  extract  from 
one  of  Mr.  Pemberton's  articles  on  forged 
stamps,*  will  show  what  ingenuity  was  once 
exercised  to  turn  a  dishonest  penny : — 

Baden.  — Many  TogarieB  were  formerly  noticed 
aniong3t  the  earlier  set  of  these  stamps ;  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  a  pink  6  or  U  yellow,  blue,  or  green.  These  are 
owing  to  the  centre  being  carefully  cut  out  and  reversed, 
making  the  9  into  a  6,  and  vice  versa.  Another  impo- 
sition  was  the  making  of  the  1  kr.^figure,  fawn,  from  tho 
common  white  one,  by  soaking  in  oofibo.  There  is  a 
forged  1  kr.,  the  glared  appearance  of  which  (it  is  Utho- 

•  The  VkUatdiit,  vol  i,  p.  58. 
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graphed)  denounces  it  at  once.    The  originals  are  finely 
cngruved  from  steel  dies,  a  (liferent  die  for  each  value. 

Stamp  collectors  have,  I  hope,  grown  wiser 
since  then,  and  have  learnt  to  look  tlieir 
stamps  very  hard  in  the  face,  before  accepting 
and  monnting  them. 

Continning  our  examination  of  the  Baden 
ifisnes,  we  come  now  to  that  of  1860,  when 
the  sinoiple  numeral  was  dropped  for  the 
more  pretentious  arms ;  and  when,  with  the 
,arms,  perforation  was  introduced.  The 
design  of  the  18G0  series  is  well  executed, 
hut  rather  too  full  of  colour ;  the  arms  being 
somewhat  obscured  by  the  lined  background, 
technically  termed  champ  burele — a  defect 
which  was  remedied  in  1862  by  the  erasure 
of  said  groundwork  ;  whereby  the  heraldic 
Ix'arings  were  left  to  stand  well  out. 

The  1860  series  may  thus  be  catalogued : — 
1  kr.  black 

3  „    blue,  ultramarine 
6  „    yellow,  orange 
9  „    rose 

6  „    blue  (1862) 

9  „    brown,  pale  brown  „ 

The  two  shades  of  the  blue  3  kr.  are  well 
marked,  and  deserve  collection ;  as  to  the 
6  kr.  yellow,  it  is,  in  fact,  found  in  several 
shades. 

The  series  commenced  in  1862  and  com- 
pleted in  1864,  is  notable  for  the  addition  of 
two  high  values,  the  18  kr.  green  and  30  kr. 
orange  yellow ;  as  also  for  a  change  in  the 
colour  of  three  other  values,  the  3  kr.  be- 
coming TOfiCy  the  6  kr.  blue,  and  the  9  kr. 
brown.  Tbe  3  kr.  is  found  in  all  shades, 
from  carmine  to  pale  pink ;  the  6  kr.  may 
fairly  be  collected  in  blue  and  in  ultramarine ; 
and  of  the  9  kr.  there  are  an  infinity  of 
shades,  of  which  the  two  most  opposite,  say 
pale  stone  and  deep  brown,  may  be  accepted. 

Of  the  3  kr.  there  is  a  variety  highly 
esteemed  among  connoisseurs,  distinguished 
by  its  fine  perforations,  which  number  13^ 
to  the  two-centimetre  gnage.  It  is  usually 
of  pale  pink,  and  when  found  it  is  worthy  of 
being  made  note  of,  and  if  possible,  sold  to 
advantage. 

In  all  the  stamps  of  tbe  arms  series  from 
1860  to  1864,  the  word  I'Ostverein  is  found 
on  the  right  hand  side,  and  forms  a  reminder 
of  the  origin  of  the  stamps.     A  new  scries. 


however,  was  started  in  1868,  represented 
at  present  by  three  values — the  1  kr.  green, 
3  kr.  rose,  and  7  kr.  cobalt  blue — on  which  tho 
word  POSTVEREiN  docs  not  appear,  but  each 
side  is  occupied  with  the  inscription  frei- 
MARKE.  This  new  emission  is  further  charac- 
terised by  its  having  the  value  indicated  by 
the  abbreviation  "  kr."  instead  of  the  full 
word  kueuzer,  and  it  is  evident  that  the 
entire  design  has  been  re-engraved. 

envelopes. 
There  has  been  but  one  series  issued,  but 
there  have  been  two  editions  thereof.  The 
first,  which  appeared  in  1858,  has  the  oval 
impressed  stamp  in  the  left  upper  corner. 
All  its  values  were  reprinted  in  1865,  and 
for  my  readers*  guidance  I  give  the  colours 
of  the  reprints  side  by  side  with  those  of  the 
originals : 
1858.    3  kr.  deep  blue,     bright  blue.    1865. 


» 


» 


yellow, 


rose. 


12   „    bistre, 


»> 


yellow, 
rose. 

brown  bistro. 
18   „    brick,  brick-red. 

Only  the  reprints  of  the  two  lowest  values 
are  common.  The  12  and  18  kr.  can  be  had 
occasionally  at  a  high  price,  but  the  9  kr.  is 
exceedingly  rare.  Dr.  Magnus  doubted  its 
having  been  reprinted,  but  Mr.  Peniberton 
informs  me  he  has  a  copy.  The  originals  of 
the  12  and  18  kr.  are  very^  difficult  to  meet 
with  entire,  they  were  in  use  in  the  days  of 
timbroma/i/ac*,  who  clipped  them  close  round, 
and  most  of  those  which  now  figure  in  ool- 
loctors*  albums  are,  consequently,  found 
mounted  on  white  paper. 

The  second  edition  of  the  envelope  series 
was  published  in  1862,  and  is  still  current. 
It  has  tho  stamp  impressed  in  the  upper  right 
corner,  and  its  values  and  colours  are  as 
follow  : 

3  kr.  rose,  bright  and  pale. 

6   „    bright  blue. 

9  „  bistre,  reddish  brown. 
These  stamps  nre  all  well  known  and 
cheap ;  and,  thanks  to  the  wise  regulation  in 
force  on  the  continent — which  forbids  the  use 
of  envelope  stamps  cut  out  from  the  en- 
velopes on  which  they  are  impressed,  and 
thus  does  away  with  the  necessity  of  ob- 
literating them, — clean  copies  are  always  to 
be  had. 
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Those  stcimps  wore  issued  in  1862.  They 
are  three  in  number,  viz. ;  1,  3,  and  12  kr. 
They  are  all  impressed  on  yellow  paper,  are 
inscribed  land- post  porto-marke,  and  are 
perforated.  They  are  generally  supposed  to 
be  common  unpaid  letter  stamps — that  is, 
stamps  used  to  represent  the  postage  to  be 
collected  on  insufficiently  prepaid  lettei*8, 
and  this  supposition  is  supported  by  M. 
Berger-Levrault,  who  certainly  ought  to 
know,  but  I  notice  that  the  recently-dis- 
c  >vered  stamp  for  the  Danish  town,  Holte, 
also  bears  the  inscription  landpost,  and 
though  I  admit  the  coincidence  between  the 
two  langnages  may  be  only  accidental,  it  lias 
Ret  me  thinking  whether  the  Baden  stamps, 
like  those  of  Holte,  do  not  really  represent  an 
extra  charge  for  rural  delivery  collected  as  a 
matter  of  custom  from  the  receiver.  1  give 
the  suggestion  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  am 
open  to  receive  confirmation  or  correction.* 

The  "landpost"  stamps  have  been  forged, 
and  that  pretty  successfully  ;  to  avoid  decep- 
tion, therefore,  my  readers  would  do  well  to 
buy  from  some  well-known  dealer  of  good 
repute. 

POST  cards. 

Two  wore  issued  last  year,  bat  I  have, 
unfortunately,  not  yet  obtained  a  sight  of 
cither ;  I  can,  therefore,  only  describe  them 
from  M.  Moens*  catalogue,  whence  I  learn 
that  one  has  no  stamp,  it  being  probably 
intended  for  communications  addressed  to 
foreign  countries,  and  chargeable  at  different 
rates ;  the  other  has  a  3  kr.  stamp,  and  both 
are  provided  with  the  necessary  inscriptions, 
which  are  in  black.  The  colour  of  the  card 
itself  is  buff. 

♦  [By  a  curious  coincidence,  since  the  above  was  set  up, 
we  have  received  from  a  correspondent,  dating  from 
Carlsruhe,  the  following  confirmation  of  Mr.  Overy 
Taylor's  conjecture :— "  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the 
Baden  *  land-post*  series  are  not  *  unpaid^  stamps,  but 
stamps  for  letters  which  are  to  be  sent  to  poat-offict»s  where 
there  is  no  railway ;  the  1  and  3  kr.  can  be  bought  at  any 
post  office,  but  the  12  kr.  is  now  out  of  use.— Ed. J 


We  learn  from  Tfie  Builder,  that  the  New  York  post- 
office  has  come  to  a  new  arrangement  with  regard  to 
pillar-boxes ;  those  rcc^^ptacles  being  now  connected  with 
a  pneumatic  tube,  that  runs  round  the  city  to  the  general 
receiving  house.  X&  the  letters  are  dropped  into  the  box, 
they  arc  blown  along  the  tube  at  the  rate  of  65  miles  an 
hour. 


NBWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 
France,  which  occupies  so  large  a  place  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  almost  necessarily 
comes  in  for  the  first  place  in  oar  column 
of  new  issues.  The  latest  stamp  novelties, 
however,  which  have  made  their  appearance 
in  that  unhappy  country  have  been  issued  by 
the  enemy,  and  consist  of  post-cards  fijr  the 
use  of  the  French  residents  in  the  occapiecl 
provinces.  They  do  not  bear  an  impressed 
stamp,  but  place  is  lef\  for  an  adhesive ;  the 
inscriptions  are  simple  and  inoffensive. 
There  are  the  usual  lines  for  the  name,  then 
the  words  Lisa  db  destination,  and  then 
below   again,  demeurb   pu   destinatairb,  si 

RLLE     PEOT     ETRE    INUIQDEE     AVKC    CERTITCDB 

("  residence  of  the  addressee,  if  it  can  be  in- 
dicated with  certainty").  This  latter  clause 
is  the  only  sign  of  the  times  to  be  found  on 
the  card.  At  the  foot  of  the  card  is  a  notice, 
in  the  true  German  spirit  of  exactness,  to  the 
effect  that  the  address  ought  to  be  written 
with  clearness  and  precision --a  not  unneces- 
sary precaution,  seeing  that  the  delivery  baa 
to  be  effected  by  foreign  employes,  who  may 
not  be  too  well  acquainted  with  the  names  of 
minor  towns  and  villages.  The  legend  is 
lithogi*aplicd  in  black  on  a  brown  coloured 
card,  and  M.  Moens,  from  whose  journal  we 
obtain  these  particulars,  states  that  tliere  are 
two  varieties,  distinguished  by  certain  differ- 
ences in  the  size  and  arrangement  of  the  in- 
scriptions. These  cards  are  not  used  in 
Alsace,  where,  no  doubt,  German-text  cards 
are  employed. 

The  perforated  40  centimes  of  the  Repub- 
lic, issued  in  Paris,  has  been  withdrawn,  in 
order  to  allow  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  stock 
of  imperial  stamps  of  the  same  value.  A 
postal  employe  has  asserted  that  the  old  one 
franc  stamp  of  the  Bepublic  had  been  re- 
issued perforated,  but  this  is  open  to  doubt, 
as  such  stamp  would  have  been  of  no  use  in 
Paris.  The  American  Journal  of  PhUaiely 
states  that  it  has  received  unperforated 
stamps  from  Paris,  but  we  think  there  must 
be  some  mistake  on  this  point.  If  any  un- 
perforated specimens  of  the  current  Parisian 
series  exist,  they  will  become  great  rarities. 

Natal. — We  have  to  thank  a  correspondent 
for  early  information  of  two  fresh  varieties 
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uf  meniberH  of  the  provisional  series.  The 
peDoy  is  uow  isaaed  with  the  word  postage 
jirinUid  twice,  that  is  to  a&y,  on  each  side 
of  tlie  stamp;  and  the  shilling  is  funnd  with 
the  word  postage  printed  in  greeti  iuk,  in  a 
carved  line,  below  the  portrait, 

RouHANU. — The  newspaper  wrapper  stamp 
which  we  noticed  only 
three  months  ago,  has  al- 
ready been  sapersedod  by 
a  fresh  type.  The  prince 
having  decided  to  grow 
his  beard  in  a  slightly 
different  fnshion,  the  fact 

postui  eiitissiuns  of  ibe 
conntry.  The  maia  featujes  of  tlie  pre- 
ceding design  are  tnainlained  in  the  new 
comer ;  the  proKte  is  in  a  circle  ;  the  inscri|>- 
liOQ  DlAlie  PEKIODICE  is  in  the  lower  margin ; 
and  the  figures  Ig  iu  the  npper  corners,  but 
here  tho  resemblance  eijd«.  Tho  poi-ti-ait 
lias  been  withdrawn;  tho  ioscriptiuu  posia 
luiHANA  on  each  side  of  the  circle  is  in  a  dif- 
ferent type;  and  the  space  between  these 
two  words  is  filled  in  with  a  Greek  border; 
the  word  n.tM  appears  in  the  upper  margin, 
and  the  spaiidrelH  are  filled  iu  with  a  three- 
comercJ  oruameut.  Lastly,  the  new  irn- 
uressiuc  is  in  Pruasijin  blue,  on  yellow  paper. 
The  5  bnni  adhesive  has  Eubmitted  to  an 
altcratiui) ;  the  old  portrait  1ms  been  super- 
seded by  the  new  bearded  one,  and  the 
stamp  is  printed  in  bright  vernidion;  the 
framework  remains  nnchangod. 
Since  writing  tho  foregoing  we  have  learnt 
that  the  3,  4,  15,  18,  and 

ISO  bani  stamps  are  all  to  be 
snppressed,  and  that  the 
new  5  bani  above  described 
will  have  for  companions 
only  the  10  bani  (here  re- 
presented) and  the  25  bani, 
which  will  be  identical  in 
design.  1'he  culoiir  of  the 
10  b.  is  now  pale  yellow,  and  that  of  the 
25  b.,  dark  brown. 

C  UN  DINAH  ARC  A. — Mr.  Pemberton  writes  ns, 
"It  was  the  10  correos  red  I  first  noticed; 
the  bine  5  I  never  saw — a  matter  of  little 
consequence  so  far,  but  the  stamp  is  rare,  and 
its  antecedents  might  some  day  bo  wanted." 


Turkey. — Messrs.  T.  B.  Morton  and  Co, 

have   superseded    the 

5  primitive      series      of 

2  circular   handstaniped 

$  impressions  in  use  dn- 

i  ring  the  last  eighteen 

§    months,    by    the    an- 

i    nexed    design.       We 

must  assume  that  they 

have  found  their  stamps  so  much  iu  demand 

that  tbey  could  no  longer  print  off  a  auDicient 

snpply  of  their  first  band-struck  labels  ;  but, 

OD  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  help  remarking 

that,  notwithstanding  this  assumed  demand, 

the  Morton  stamps  have  never  been  seen  in 

any  quantity  on  this  side  of  the  Continent, 

and  the  fact  appears  to  ns  somewhat  s'range. 

We  hope  these  stamps  have  not  been  made 

merely  to  sell,  and  wo  do  not  insinuate  that 

they  have,  but  we  should  like  to  know  soine- 

'        .  ihem,   eB[M;cialty   as  they 

inly    unauLliori^d     locals. 


There  are  thi 


aim 


2  [1,'aatrc,  green. 

1  „      vermilion. 

2  „       dark  green. 

— all  on  white  paper,  and  perfurjilcd.  The 
initial  letters  [I.  A  n.  s.i,.s.  below  the  vessel  sig- 
sigiiify  Danul>e  &  Ulack  Sea  Local  Steam-ship, 


Unit 


SiArKS. — An- 


nexed is  a  represcnbittun 
of  the  new  ten-cent  en- 
velope stamp,  which 
bears  the  portrait  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  in  re- 
lief; it  is  printed  in  grey- 
black.  Theone-ccntlight 
blue,  with  head  of  Frank- 
lin, has  also  appeared. 

Russia. — Longa. — Our  St.  Petersburg  cor- 
respondent sends  ns  a  specimen  of  a  now 
local  stamp  for  the  district  of  Longa,  in  the 
government,  or  county,  of  St.  Petersburg. 
It  is  an  oval  stamp,  with  the  inscription  and 
design  in  white  relief,  on  a  blue  ground,  but 
onr  correspondent  omits  to  state  whether  it 
is  a  label  or  an  envelope.  It  is  probably  the 
latter,  and  as  it  is  gummed,  we  may  assume 
that  it  is  struck  on  the  flap  of  the  envelope; 
on  this  point,  however,  we  are  waiting  for 
tbe  necessary  information.  The  inscription 
which  runs  round  thu  inner  margin  signifies 
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dehign  consists  of  a  shield,  sarnioantod  by  a 
crown ;  the  symbols  uu  the  shield  are  in  very 
low  relief;  in  the  upper  half  is  a  wolf,  and  in 
the  h)wer  what  looks  something  like  a  bas- 
ket, but  on  this  point  we  will  not  hazard  an 
opinion.  The  value  of  the  stamp  is  5  kopecks. 
Next  month  we  hope  to  be  able  to  give  an 
engraving  of  it. 

LuxKMBOUUO. — We  learn  from  Le  Timbre' 
Paste  that  the  stock  of  the  37^  centime  is  now 
exhausted,  and  that  no  fresh  supply  will  be 
printed  ;  it  is  therefore,  in  effect,  withdrawn. 
The  2  and  30  centimes  will,  in  like  manner, 
drop  out  of  circulation  when  the  existing 
sheets  have  been  used  up.  To  counterbalance 
this  diminution  in  the  number  of  labels,  the 
administration,  it  is  said,  intends  issuing 
stamps  of  over  40  centimes  in  value,  and  of  a 
lype  larger  than  the  current  one. 

Bavakia. — Refjeimh a ig.— From,  the  source 
last  acknowledged,  we  gain  the  information 
that  there  are  as  many  varieties  of  the  Re- 
gensburg  returned  letter  labels  as  there  are 
stamps  in  the  sheet,  namely  thirty,  one  of 
which  has  the  word  obeupostamt  written 
'*  Oherf)08tamt,"  and  another  has  "Rotour- 
bi-ief  "  instead  of  retoukbuief.  The  sheet  was 
set  up  from  types,  without  care,  and  the  let- 
tering is  of  different  size  on  different  stamps, 
whilst  the  full  stop  after  Regensburg  is 
absent  in  some  of  the  labels. 

Fiji  Islands. — The  following  short  notice 
of  a  stamp,  which,  if  it  be  authentic,  will 
prove,  to  say  the  least,  a  great  curiosity, 
appears  in  the  last  number  of  2%e  FhUatelist. 
"  The  last  Australian  mail  brought  a  speci- 
men of  a  stamp  in  use  in  these  islands ;  it  is 
oblong,  printed  black  on  white,  inscribed 
FiJ[  ISLANDS  POSTAGE,  SIXPENCE,  similar  to  the 
letter-press  stamps  in  use  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands.'*  We  are  sorry  the  stamp  is  thus 
superficially  described ;  we  should  like  to 
have  known  a  little  more  about  it ;  and  philo- 
sophical philatelists  in  general  will,  we 
think,  share  our  desire.  The  Brussels  maga- 
zine copies  the  above  quoted  description,  but 
wrongly  translates  the  colour,  which  it  gives 
as  black  on  blue. 

Cuba. — We  have  before  us  a  specimen  of 
the  new  50  centimes  de  peseta  (green),  and 
find  the  design  looks  extremely  well.     The 


correspondent  to  whom  we  are  iudebt^ed  for 
the  '*  view,"  sends  as  also  a  copy  of  the  new 
Cuban  telegraph  stamp  of  1871  (arms  in 
oval),  and  draws  our  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  bears  the  value  "  ^  peseta,"  which  is 
precisely  the  equivalent  of  60  c.  de  peseta. 
Why  two  modes  should  be  employed  of  ex- 
pressing the  same  value,  it  is  diflicult  to 
perceive. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. — The  same  corres- 
pondent has  received  information  from  the 
Cape  that  the  provisional  fourpence  has  been 
withdrawn. 

PouTUGAL. — Of  the  new  type  there  are  now 
in  existence,  5  reis  black,  10  r.  yellow,  25  r. 
rose,  and  50  r.  rose. 

THE  HALFPENNY  POSTAGE  STAMP. 

1. — The  Adhesive. — This  stamp  repays  carefol 
investigation.  A  sharp-eyed  correspondent, 
after  reading  our  notice  of  the  existence  of 
the  minute  figures  on  the  sides,  between  the 
oval  and  the  numeral  of  value,  turned  his 
attention  to  the  stamp,  and  found  that  in 
each  comer  there  was  a  figure  10,  and  he 
suggests  that  it  may  mean  10th  month  ;  if 
so,  it  is  a  very  obscure  way  of  hinting  at  the 
date  of  emission.  We  have  had  a  long  look 
at  the  stamp  ourselves,  and  have  succeeded 
in  discovering  certain  lines  which,  taken  to- 
gether, resemble  the  figure  10,  and  must,  we 
presume,  be  intended  to  represent  it.  In  the 
lower  right  corner  they  show  most  clearly, 
but  in  the  three  other  corners  thev  are  also 
traceable,  and  would  appear  to  have  been 
roughly  scratched  over  the  lace- work  ground, 
and  not  let  in  like  the  rotation  numerals  at 
the  side. 

2. — Tfie  Wrapper. — Our  correspondent, 
J.  C,  of  Manchester,  starts  the  sensible 
suggestion,  that  the  variety  which  is  dis- 
tinguished by  the  insertion  of  rosettes  in 
the  three  circles  below  the  portrait,  which 
ordinarily  contain  the  date  figures,  has  been 
adopted  by  the  post-oflRce  for  the  impressions 
made  to  order  on  wrappers  supplied  by 
private  persons.  He  supports  his  opinion 
with  a  specimen  of  this  variety,  struck  on  a 
wrapper,  bearing  a  printed  inscription  con- 
sisting of  the  sender's  address,  and  the  words 
"montuly  ciKCULAB;"  and  another   corres- 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOIl'S  MAGAZINE. 


43 


pondent  sends  us  a  Lloyd's  newspaper 
wrapper,  of  straw  paper,  bearing  the  undated 
stamp,  and  the  address  of  the  newspaper 
publishers.  There  cannot  be  much  donbt 
thai  J.  C.  has  "  hit  the  right  nail  on  the 
head.'*  The  arrangement  thus  made  by 
the  post-office  seems  a  reasonable  one,  as  it 
will  enable  it  to  ascertain  from  time  to  time 
what  number  of  wrappers  has  been  pur- 
chased by  the  public  over  the  counter,  and 
what  number  has  been  taken  by  mercantile 
houses.  It  also  avoids  the  necessity  of 
making  almost  daily  changes  of  the  date- 
tigares  for  each  private  order  executed,  and 
an  altenition  in  the  date  on  those  sold  to  the 
public  will  now  mark  a  veritable  new  edition. 
3. — T/ie  Canl, — This  has  already  attained  a 
wonderful  popularity,  and  according  to  a 
sUitcment  in  one  of  the  daily  papers,  over 
Itro  milliims  jxjr  week  are  now  issued  to  the 
public.  Tiio  labour  entailed  on  the  post- 
office  by  this  new  agent  for  communication 
must  be  considerable,  and  the  .mere  work  of 
stamping  the  cards  must  take  up  much  time. 
Of  late  we  have  frequently  heard  it  remarked 
that  there  is  little  need  of  postmarking  them 
at  aH,  as  they  could  not  be  used  a  second 
time ;  and,  indeed,  he  who  would  seek  to  de- 
fi-aud  the  revenue  by  effacing  from  the  card 
a  pencil- written  commnnication,  must  be  a 
very  pitiful  rogue  ;  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  however,  the  writing  on  the  post-card 
is  in  ink,  and  therefore  practically  ineffaceable. 
The  administration  would  seem  to  have  had 
the  subject  under  its  consideration,  and  have 
begun  to  supersede  postmark  cancelling  by 

clipping  and  piercing.  The 
other  day  we  received  a  card 
with  the  stamp  cancelled  by 
a  broad  arrow,  formed  of 
cleanly  perfoi*atod  holes,  as 
here  represented.  As  this 
perforation  falls  almost  in  the 
centre  of  the  stamp,  we  are 
inclined  to  think  that  a  number  of  cards  must 
he  properly  arranged  under  a  punch,  and  all 
obhterated  by  a  single  stroke.  W©  have 
been  shown  other  cards,  with  a  semi-cir- 
calar  piece  clipped  from  the  margin,  and 
assume  that  they  are  operated  on  in  the  same 
manner. 

Against  the  entiro  abandonment  of  the 


postmarking  system,  it  may  be  urged  that 
without  the  date-stamp  there  is  no  legal 
evidence  of  the  time  when  the  cards  were 
posted,  and  if  there  be  no  obliteration  or 
cancellation  whatever,  there  is  nothing  to 
prove  that  they  were  even  posted  at  all;  the 
royal  road  to  roguery  would  thus  be  opened, 
as  any  one,  for  malicious  or  fi-audulent  pur- 
poses, might  write  wliut  ho  liked,  and  date 
it  from  whatever  town  he  pleased,  and  there 
would  be  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  card  to 
prove  that  the  communication  was  a  made- 
up  one. 

A  fresh  variety  of  the  card  will  probably 
be  veiy  soon  issued,  bearing,  in  ad(Hti(m  to 
the  u.snal  printed  stamp  in  the  upper  right 
corner,  the  small  embossed  penny  receipt 
stamp,  such  as  is  used  on  cheques,  as  mer- 
cantile men  have  represented  that  the  faculty 
of  using  the  cards  as  receipts,  or  for  delivery 
orders,  would  prove  very  useful.  As  the 
law  at  present  stjinds,  the  impression  of  re- 
ceipt stamps  on  the  post-cards  is  expressly 
forbidden,  but  the  interdiction  will  bo  taken 
off. 


ST.   VALENTINE'S   DAY   AT   THE 
POST   OFFICE. 

FllOM   *'TnB  OAILY  TELKOUAPIl." 

TiiERG  is  a  quaint  little  ballad,  called  *^  Katie's 
Letter,"  the  point  of  which  turns  on  the 
imaginary  writer's  prudent  secrecy  in  respect 
of  her  lover's  name  and  address.  Many  an 
action  for  breach  of  promise  might  have  been 
avoided  if  all  who  have  ever  felt  inclined  to 
write  down  their  follies  had  only  thought  of 
the  expedient  suggested  by  Katie,  and  had 
directed  their  burning  effusions,  in  a  deli- 
cately vague  manner,  to  say,  "  The  Object  of 
my  Eternal  Devotion."  Possibly  the  Dead 
Letter  Office  in  St.  Martin's-le-Grand  may 
have  its  awful  secrets  to  deliver  up,  one  of 
these  days,  concerning  the  very  discreet 
correspondents  who,  on  or  about  the  14th  of 
February,  dissembled  their  love,  or  at  all 
events  never  told  it  to  the  postman.  But, 
meanwhile,  let  us  consider  how  many  of 
those  who  send  and  receive  valentines,  or 
ordinary  letters,  through  the  post,  are  very 
much  more  enlightened  than  Katie  herself, 
as  to  the  operations  by  which  the  missives  in 
question  are  punctually  delivered.     St.  Val- 
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entiue's  Day,  or,  better  still,  St.  ValentiDo's 
Eve,  is  a  good  time  to  take  a  hint,  on  this 
important  matter,  from  the  spectacle  which 
a  privileged  visitor  behind  the  scenes  of  the 
General  Post  Office  beholds. 

On  any  evening  of  the  year  the  inland 
branch  of  the  circulation  department  is  pretty 
busy,  the  ordinary  number  of  sorters  being 
reckoned,  in  the  rough,  at  some  350  or  there- 
about. The  process  of  digestion,  so  to  speak, 
which  the  rude  mass  of  public  correspondence 
undergoes,  when  it  has  entered  the  zinc  jaws 
that  open  wide  to  receive  it,  is  necessarily 
complex  ;  but  the  system  is,  on  the  whole, 
simple.  At  all  events,  it  is  a  marvel  of 
method  and  organic  arrangement.-  The 
letters  that  come  tumbling  in,  faster  and 
faster  as  the  time  for  closing  the  mail  ap- 
j)rc)aches,  are  received  in  baskets,  which  are 
shifted  andchangeJ  as  they  fill.  These  wicker 
maws  are  of  portentous  dimensions ;  but  a 
very  few  minutes  will  suffice  to  test  their 
full  capacity.  The  letters  arc  emptied  from 
them  on  the  facing  tables,  which  are  long 
lank  boards  covered  with  oil-cloth,  and 
guarded  at  the  edges  by  raised  beading.  To 
face  the  letters — id  est,  to  turn  them  all  with 
their  faces  one  way — is  the  first  very  neces- 
sary of)eration.  They  are  then  bundled  off  to 
the  stamping  tables  and  are  stamped.  The 
sorting  tables,  which  next  receive  the  letters, 
are  somewhat  more  complicated  pieces  of 
mechanical  furniture  than  tables  in  general. 
They  are  boards  of  green  cloth,  having  three 
tiers  of  recessed  shelves  above  them  ;  and 
the  sorter  deals  out  the  heap  of  letters, 
first  to  the  main  lines  of  railway  and  the 
chief  towns,  their  reduction  to  roads  being 
matter  of  subsequent  work.  The  real  re- 
sponsibility begins  with  the  officials  who  sort 
the  letters  down  to  the  several  roads  ;  for  up 
to  that  stage  an  error  could  be  corrected  ; 
but  beyond  it  a  misplaced  letter  must  in- 
evitably go  wrong.  Sorted  for  the  different 
roads,  with  the  registered  and  unpaid  letters 
separately  stowed  and  accounted  for,  the 
mails  go  forth  from  the  sorting-room  to  a 
platform  overhanging  the  courtyard,  in  which 
the  red  vans  are  assembled.  At  intervals, 
lamps  with  the  names  of  different  railways 
plainly  inscribed  on  them,  guide  the  porters 
to  the   vau   stationed    below   through   the 


opened  tops  of  which  vehicles  the  bags  are 
shot.  And  this,  roughly  sketched,  is  the 
sequence  of  operations  every  time  an  inland 
mail  leaves  St.  Martin's-le-Grand. 

On  the  evening  before  St.  Valentine's  Day, 
an  immense  increase  of  labour  in  the  inland 
branch  of  the  post-office  takes  place,  and  is 
met  partly  by  the  employment  of  an  extra 
number  of  men  and  partly  by  extra  exertion 
of  the  regular  hands,  whq  are  paid  an  ad- 
ditional shilling  for  coming  an  hour  earlier 
than  their  usual  time.  The  ordinary  force 
of  350  sorters  is  made  up  to  500,  by  the 
enlistment  of  men  who  are  off  duty  in  their 
own  right,  and  of  others  from  the  Dead 
Letter  Office.  The  number  of  valentines 
despatched  on  Monday  evening,  the  13th 
instant,  from  the  General  Post  Office,  was 
250,000;  and  about  200,000  more  were 
received  the  same  night  and  on  the  morning 
of  St.  Valentine's  Day  for  despatch  by  the 
day  mails.  450,000  in  all,  then,  were  the 
figures  roundly  estimated  ;  and  how,  we  may 
be  asked,  could  it  bo  known  that  these  were 
valentines  ?  Well,  in  the  first  place,  no  very 
extraordinary  perception  is  necessary  to  detect 
a  valentine ;  and,  in  the  next,  the  number  is 
simply  in  excess  of  the  average  total  returns 
of  letters  received  and  despatched  within  the 
same  period.  We  have  only  included  in  the 
450,000  those  valentines  sent,  through  the 
General  Post  Office,  from  London  to  different 
parts  of  the  country. 

For  the  first  time,  Cupid's  bolts  have  this 
year  been  shot  by  electricity;  or,  in  other 
words,  valentines  have  been  sent  "  over  the 
wires."  A  formidable  contrast  to  such  airy 
nothings  was  presented  by  the  tangible 
tokens  of  affection,  or  parcels  of  practical 
satire,  forwarded  in  the  old-fashioned  way. 
Indeed,  the  post-office  officials  complain  that 
the  preposterous  modern  valentine,  packed 
in  a  band- box,  is  becoming,  or  has  become, 
an  intolerable  nuisance.  The  stamping 
such  things  is  difficult  without  smashing 
them  bodily;  and  the  process  of  sorting 
entails  an  alteration  in  the  gauge  of  the 
sorter's  apparatus.  The  unavoidable  delay 
of  the  mails  has  not  been  so  great  this  year, 
we  believe,  as  usual.  There  have  been  oc- 
casions when  the  departure  which  ought  to 
have  been  at  eight  o'clock  was  retarded  till 
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nine ;  bat  on  the  evening  of  the  13th 
the  Great  Western  train  was  only  kept  a 
niinnte ;  and  the  trains  on  other  lines  were 
generally  got  off  in  good  time. 

HEAD  AND  FIGURE   OP  LIBERTY 

STAMPS. 

BY    P,   CAVELL. 

The  bead  or  figure  of  Liberty  is  the  ac- 
knowledged emblem  and  design  of  a  repub- 
lican or  provisional  government,  and  as  such 
it  has  appeared  on  the  French,  Spanish, 
Swiss,  Buenos  Ay  res,  and  Corrientes 
stamps. 

Under  the  title  of  "head  of  Liberty" 
stamps  may  be  classed — 

French  Republic,  issued  in  1848  and  1870. 

Spanish  Provisional  Government,  1870. 

Buenos  Ay  res,  issued  in  I860. 

Republican  State  of  Corrientes,  issued  in 
1856. 

Under  the  title  of  **  figure  of  Liberty  " 
stamps  may  be  classed  : — 

Swiss,  issues  of  1849,  1852,  1854,  and  1855. 

„     issues  of  1862,  1863,  1869,  &c. 

The  head  of  Liberty  is  represented  in  the 
republican  stamps  of  France  by  the  profile 
of  a  woman  turned  to  the  lefl,  a  bunch  of 
grapes  under  the  left  ear  being  attached  to 
a  wreath  of  corn-ears  confining  the  hair, 
which  falls  down  the  neck  and  upon  the 
shoulder  in  slight  waves,  the  eyes  little  more 
than  half-way  open,  the  lips  compressed,  the 
expression  of  the  face  being  one  of  decided 
firmness. 

In  the  Spanish  provisional  government 
stamps,  the  head  of  the  goddess  of  Liberty  is 
turned  very  slightly  to  the  left,  presenting 
nearly  a  full  face ;  no  wreath  of  corn-ears 
or  bunch  of  grapes  adorn  her  head,  but,  in- 
stead, a  crown  is  placed  thereon  ;  her  hair 
falls  back  in  waves,  but  apparently  does  not 
reach  so  far  as  in  the  French  republican 
stamps;  the  eyes  are  somewhat  stretched, 
and  appear  to  express  wonder  and  surprise, 
hut  the  whole  design  is  executed  in  an  in- 
ferior manner,  and  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  state  an  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  expression. 

In  the  Buenos  Ayres  republican  stamps, 
4th  issue,  1860,  unperforated,  the  head  of 


Liberty  is  to  the  left,  with  seemingly  a  rather 
aquih'ne  nose. 

Republic  of  Corrientes :  head  of  goddess 
to  the  left,  rect. ;  this  is  much  the  same 
stamp  as  the  French  Republic,  but  far  less 
distinct. 

The  figure  of  the  Swiss  goddess  of  liberty, 
issued  1845-55,  unporf.,  rect.,  is  represented 
seated,  with  a  full  face,  the  left  hand  laid 
upon  a  shield  bearing  a  cross  argent  on  gules, 
the  right  hand  holding  a  staff,  which  is 
slightly  out  of  the  perpendicular,  and  a  loose' 
garment  folded  upon  the  figure. 

In  the  issues  of  1862,  rect.,  perf.,  the 
head  is  turned  to  the  left,  and  the  hair  done 
up  in  a  kind  of  plaited  bunch;  the  shield 
also  is  sloping  to  the  left. 

It  would  seem  more  appropriate  to  see  the 

goddess  of  Liberty  wearing  a  chaplet  of  corn 

and  bunch  of  grapes,  than  a  crown,  yet  in 

the  Spanish  provisional  government  stamps, 

Swiss  all  issues,   and   Corrientes  stamps,  a 

crown  is  substituted,    while  on  the  French 

republican    and    Buenos    Ayres   stamps    a 

wreath   of  corn  and  bunch  of  grapes  is  ira* 

pressed. 

[With  rcganl  to  the  Spanish  provisionals,  althougli 
the  exact  signification  of  the  head  thei-eon  depicted  has 
never  been  authoritatively  settled,  yet  il  seems  to  us  very 
doubtful  whether  it  represents  the  goddess  of  liberty,  as 
the  government  was  by  no  means  a  republican  one ;  its 
chief  openly  avowed  his  preference  for  monarchical  insti- 
tutions, and  on  the  telegraph  and  other  stamps  the 
Spanish  arms  continued  to  be  surmounted  by  a  crown.- 
Ei).] 

THE   FEDERAL  STAMPS  OF 
SWITZERLAND. 

BY    W.    DUDLEY    ATLEB. 

[addenda.] 
By  an  oversight,  we  omitted  the  varieties  of 
the  5  rappen  1854  type  having  black  threads. 
The  list  of  the  labels  of  this  value  was  had 
back  by  the  writer  for  revision,  and,  through 
inadvertence,  the  undermentioned  were  left 
out  altogether. 

TYPE   VIII. 

5  rap.  light  cocoa ;    black  thread, 
bay  brown 
very  pale  chocolate 
light  cocoa ;     yellow  thread. 
This  last  stamp  is  of  great  rarity ;    we 
only   found  a  single    specimen    out    of   a 
packet  of  several  hundred  5  rappen  labels. 


» 


» 
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THE  PHILATELIC   SOCIETY. 

A  MEETtNiJof  the  Philatelic  Society  was  held 
on  Saturday,  the  14th  January. 

The  President  exhibited  his  collection  of 
New  South  Wales  stamps,  including  what 
he  has  been  able  to  collect  during  his  visit 
last  year,  viz : — a  clean  and  a  used  copy  of 
the  old  Id.  embossed  Sydney  stamp ;  3  nn- 
severed  Id.  views  of  Sydney,  without  clouds; 
several  2d.  views,  fine  specimens  ;  specimens 
of  the  Id.  carmine  and  orange,  2d.  light  blue, 
3d.  green  on  bleuie,  and  Gd.  brown  on  hletite, 
of  the  laureated  issue.  These  last  were  first 
impressions  sent  in  by  the  engraver  to  the 
government,  and  were  attached  to  the  margin 
of  his  letter. 

He  had  seen  an  entire  sheet  struck  from 
the  3d.  laureated  head,  and  found  that  no 
such  error  as  wages  existed  in  the  plate.  It 
is  therefore  to  be  assumed,  that  the  ir- 
regularities on  copies  of  this  stamp  have 
been  produced  by  part  of  the  plate  being  too 
much  charged  with  ink,  or  some  similar 
neglect  in  the  operation  of  printing. 

He  atbo  exhibited  a  set  of  beautiful  im- 
perforate specimens  of  the  3d.,  5d.,  6d.,  8d., 
and  1/  stamps,  struck  from  the  plates  en- 
graved by  Messrs.  Perkins,  Bacon,  &  Co., 
as  well  as  some  **  registered  "  struck  as  proofs 
of  colour  ;  some  of  these  had  only  the  head 
of  the  Queen. 

He  had  ascertained  that  the  list  of  the  3d. 
views  of  Sydney  sent  home  by  the  govern- 
ment printer  was  made  out  by  a  post-office 
clerk  who  knew  nothing  of  colours.  Those 
called  by  him  "  flesh  "  and  "  brown  "  were 
only  olive-green  stamps  which  had  changed 
colour  accidentally. 

One  of  the  members  called  attention  to  the 
statement  made  in  21ie  Stamp-Colleclor's 
MagaziTie,  that  the  envelopes  purporting  to 
emanate  from  the  Argentine  post-office,  are 
reprints  from  an  old  forged  die.  On  com- 
paring a  set  of  these  envelopes  with  some  of 
the  valueless  stamps  sold  some  three  years 
ago,  it  was  found  that  they  were  identical. 

The  secretary  laid  on  the  table  a  very 
dark  variety  of  the  1  centime  stamp  of  the 
French  colonies,  and  a  Id.  New  Zealand  of 
a  light  pink. 


lines  surmounted  by  a  crown, 
the  whole  in  black,  and  it  indi- 


SOME   LATELY  DISCOVERED 
SPANISH   STAMPS. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  Ysasi,  of 
London,  and  Sonor  Pardo  Do  Figueroa,  of 
Medina  Sidonia,  some  interesting  and  little- 
known  varieties  of  Spanish  stamps,  which  we 
have  much  pleasure  in  bringing  to  the  notico 
of  our  reader.^ 

The  rarest  of  the  group  is  a  Madrid  stamp, 
or   postmark,    of  the    eighteenth    century. 

MIt  consists  of  the  letters  u  p.p. 
(Madrid  poHe  pagado)   in  two 

PP 

JL  f  JL  •  cated  that  the  postage  of  the 
letter  on  which  it  was  struck  had  been  pre- 
paid. It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  roost 
interesting  varieties  in  existence,  and  Mr. 
Ysasi  is  to  bo  congratulated  on  his  goml 
fortune  in  possessing  the  single  known  copy. 

Variety  No.  2  is  the  postmark  struck  on 
letters  from  the  soldiers  of  the  Spanish  army 
which  operated  against  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  in  18G0.  It  is  a  plain  ring  inscribed 
EJERCiTO  ESPANOLEN  AFRICA,  and  in  the  centre 
is  the  date  30  set.  'GO.  This  impression  is 
also  in  black.  It  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Ysasi. 

The  third  variety  reaches  us  from  Senor 
Pardo  de  Figueroa,  to  whose  earnestness  in 
the  study  of  philately,  and  all  that  appertains 
thereto,  we  cannot  too  warmly  bear  witness. 
It  is  the  frank  stamp  of  the  military  governor 
of  Cadiz,  and  has  such  an  ancient  look  about 
it,  that  we  learn  with  surprise  that  it  was  in 
use  during  the  past  year.  It  is  a  broad  oval 
stamp,  something  after  the  style  of  the  Con- 
gress impressions,  and  has  an  inscription 
running  round  the  inner  edge,  which  reads 
as  follows:  gobierno  de  la  plaza  de  cadizo. 
In  the  centre  are  the  Spanish  arms  as  modi- 
fied since  the  revolution,  but  surmounted  by 
the  old  crown,  instead  of  the  mural  one  lately 
adopted.  A  kind  of  leafy  chain  descends 
each  side  of  the  shield,  but  the  golden  fleece 
is  absent.  The  impression  is  in  dull  blue,  at 
the  lower  left  hand  comer  of  the  cover. 

Last  year  we  received  from  Senor  Pardo 
de  Figueroa  a  specimen  of  the  frank  stamp 
of  the  Treasury,  which  wo  described  on  page 
120  of  previous  volume.     He  now  sends  us 
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a  second  copj,  showing  by  the  side  of  the 
Treasury  stamp  a  Madrid  postmark,  in  virtue 
of  which  the  Treasury  communication  goes 
free  of  charge.  It  is  a  simple  oval  of  two 
lines,  with  the  word  madkid  in  its  upper, 
and  FRANCO  in  its  lower  half.  Its  shape  dis- 
tinguishes it  from  the  ordinary  postmarks, 
which  are  round. 

Our  correspondent  sends,  in  addition  to 
the   foregoing,  a   cover,    stamped  with  the 

words      ADMINISTRACION       ECONOMICA      DE      LA 

PROV^  DE  CADIZ;  and  with  respect  to  these 
and  the  other  frank  stamps,  he  explains  that 
the  regular  official  series,  with  which  all  col- 
lectors are  acquainted,  was  suppressed  in 
18C6,  since  which  time  each  department  of 
the  government  has  had  a  frank  stamp  special 
to  itself. 

Senor  Pardo  de  Figucroa  sends  us  several 
very  valuable  Spanish  and  coKmial  revenue 
stamps  of  tlie  eighteenth  ceuturj',  which  it 
would  be  exceeding  our  limits  to  describe  at 
length.  We  may,  however,  mention  that  [ 
they  are  printed  in  black  ink,  are  h'ghly  or- 
namented, and  are  accompanied  with  a  long 
inscription,  setting  forth  the  date  of  issue  of 
the  value.  As  proofs  of  the  use,  at  that 
perio«l,  of  impressed  stamps,  in  the  place  of 
official  seals,  they  are  of  very  considerable 
interest. 

Lastly,  our  correspondent  sends  us  an  en- 
graving of  the  arms  of  Spain,  as  they  now 
are.  They  consist  of  the  usaal  armorial 
shield,  from  which,  however,  the  little  cir- 
cular escutcheon  in  the  centre,  bearing  the 
flear-de-lis,  is  absent ;  it  is  surmounted  by  a 
heavy  mural  crown,  and  flanked  by  the  pillars 
of  Hercules;  a  ribbon,  which  passes  behind 
the  shield,  and  winds  round  the  pillars,  bears 
the  old  Spanish  motto,  plus  ultra. 

EjcjoTiNO  IT  ! — The  Germans  have  their  post-cards  as 
well  as  we,  and  abuse  the  new  institution  in  about  the 
same  manner.  At  Dresden  a  gentleman  received  a  card 
conveying  the  following  message : — 

"  I  nave  lost  m^  purse  yesterday  at  the  Elbe  Baths,  with 
three  napoleons  in  it.  I  dropped  it  close  to  the  water- 
mark, where  it  must  lie  still.  As  you  are  a  good  diver, 
pray  go  a-bathing  with  me  this  evening  at  six.  ' 

The  gentleman  kept  the  appointment,  and  was  sur- 
prised to  see  two  or  three  postmen  go  into  the  baths  just 
before  him.  On  the  platform  his  astonishment  increased, 
for  in  spite  of  the  unusual  hour  there  were  numbers  of 
post-office  clerks  there.  They  took  uncommonly  long 
dives.  The  writer  of  the  card  was  sitting  at  a  little  dis- 
tance enjoying  the  sight. 


REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Catalogue  Prix-Cfyiirant  de  TimbreS'poste,  Essais, 
&'c.  Truisieme  Edition,  Brussels :  J.  B. 
Moens. 

This  is  a  very  complete  work,  and  is  far 
more  important  than  might  bo  supposed  from 
its  title.  It  consists  of  108  pages  of  closely- 
printed  letter-press,  and  half  a  dozen  sheets 
of  illustrations.  It  contains  a  notice  of  every 
known,  and  of  nota  fewunknown  stamps,  and, 
as  a  book  of  reference,  it  will  prove  very 
useful.  It  is  arranged  on  the  alphabetico- 
continental  system,  which  now  finds  so  much 
favour  among  collectors,  and  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  the  first  devoted  to  postage-stamps 
proper,  the  second  to  essays,  telegraph, 
fiscal,  and  railwny  stamps.  By  this  plan  the 
philatelist  does  not  find  these  latter  classes 
thrust  upon  his  notice,  as  is  the  case  in  some 
English  catalogues  ;  and  reprints  arc  sepa- 
rately noted  and  priced,  an  inipruvoment 
which  mi;^lit  be  introduced  with  advantage 
into  English  compilations. 


CORllESPONDENCE. 

THE  LATELY  DISCOVERED  HELSINGFORS. 
To  the  Editor  of  **The  Stamp- Collectou's  Maoazi.ne." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  give  you  some 
information  about  the  lo  peunij  Ilelsingfors  stamp,  de- 
scribed on  p.  161  of  the  last  volume,  which  will  contribute 
to  elucidate,  if  not  to  settle,  the  question  of  the  date  of  ltd 
emission. 

I  first  saw  this  stamp  about  November  or  December, 
1868.  The  obliterated  specimen  I  possess  in  my  collection 
is  taken  from  a  letter  irom  Helsingfors,  dated  January 
16th,  1869,  but  the  stamp  bears  the  nandstamped  date  of 
January  17th.  It  cannot  have  been  issued  before  August 
1868,  for  up  to  this  month  the  old  10  pennia  appeared  on 
letters  I  received  from  Helsingfors.  It  might  have  been 
issued  between  August  and  November,  18^ ;  anyhow,  1 
am  sure  that  the  date  on  M.  Moens'  stamps  ought  to  be 
read  1/2/69,  not  1860.  It  is  strange  that  this  adhesive 
has  not  been  noticed  by  you  before  this,  for  looking  into 
Messrs.  Zschiesche  &  Koder's  supplementary  catalogue 
(1868-9),  I  found  it  classified  as  No.  16a..  Finhind, 
with  the  description — "  Local  stamp  for  Helsingfors :  10 
pennia,  brown,  with  blue  bar,"  which  is  evidently  the 
stamp  in  question. 

I  beg  to  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

MAX  JOSEPH. 

GablonZf  a/n,  Bohemia. 

[We  are  glad  our  eorreopondimt  haa  eome  funrard  to  elnar  awaj  tlin 
doubt  r«sp«H>ttng  tlie  lately  dlMovi»rMl  Helninsfoni  Btainp.  but  he  la 
evidently  niiiitaken  as  to  Meuni.  Zaebleeche  A  K.nder'a  notice  of  it,  aa 
the  atainp  is  square,  and  not  oval,  and  la  coloured  red  and  ffreen,  not 
blue  and  brown.  Tb**  oval  blue  and  brown  atautn  alluded  to  by  Me««i  a, 
Z»ehl«8che  A  K5der  ia  well  known.  We  hope,  however,  that  Blr.  Max 
Joseph  ia  not  coufuunding  the  square  with  the  uval.— Eo.J 
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WANTED,  AN  ODONTOMETER. 
To  the  Editor  of  **Thb  Stamp-Collf.ctor*8  Maoazinb.'* 

Sir, — Will  you  permit  me  to  suggest,  in  reference  to 
the  determination  of  the  measure  of  the  various  perfora- 
tions, the  utility  of  an  odontometer,  on  the  principle  of 
that  given  in  Le  Timbre- Poste,  No.  46,  6r  in  the  hist 
edition  of  Maury's  catalogue.  Unfortunately,  neither  of 
these  is  sutficiently  accurate.  In  the  early  days  of  dis- 
tinguishing the  perforations,  a  stamp  was  described  as 
having  so  many  perforations  on  one  side  by  so  many  on 
the  otner;  but  tliat  system  has  now  become  exploded,  and 
the  method  (the  aulhor»»hip  of  which  belongs  to  Dr. 
Magnus)  of  measuring  the  perforations  contained  in  a 
space  of  2  centimetri's— as  explained  in  the  admirable 
"Papers  for  Beginners,"  which  are  Appearing  in  your 
magazine —is  becoming  alniost  universal.  If  any  engraver 
would  prepare  such  a  tabular  form  of  perforations,  he 
would  conrer  a  benefit  on  the  philatelic  community.  Let 
rae  mention  that  Dr.  Magnus  composed  his  table  from 
actual  perforations.  Thus  the  perfomtion  7  was  taken 
from  the  French  stamps  perforated  by  Susse;  9  from 
Prince  Edward  Island,  ^. ;  9|  from  the  Austrian  fourth 
issue;  10  from  the  Wurtembui^  large  pei forations ;  11 
from  Prince  Edward  Island,  9d. ;  11 J  from  St.  Vincent, 
Id.;  12  from  the  United  States;  12J  from  the  early 
Russian;  13  from  the  first  of  the  perforated  Belgian 
stamps;  13^  from  the  French  stamps;  14  from  those  of 
Great  Britain;  14 1  from  the  Ceylon  5d. ;  15  from  the 
actual  issue  for  liussia;  I5h  from  Natal  Id.,  with  star 
watermark ;  and  16  from  the  first  issue  of  perforated 
st^imps  for  Great  Britain.  A  card,  embracing  these  16 
kinds  of  perforation,  in  a  tabular  form,  might  well  bo 
prepared  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Philatelic 
Soiuety,  presented  to  its  members,  and  sold  to  the  public. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Brua$eU.  W. 


MR.  STOURTON   ON   SWISS  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  "Thk  Stamp-Collectoh*8  Magazi.nk.*' 

Sir, — With  fear  and  trembling  I  venture  to  contradict 
that  learned  philatelist,  Mr.  Stourlon,  by  asserting  that 
diteresis  is  as  much  an  English  as  a  Latin  word,  being 
neither  one  nor  the  other ;  it  is,  in  fact,  Gret'k,  from 
(Jiafpfffij),  though  freely  used  in  both  the  fonner  lan- 
guages. It  certainly  does  not  indicate  the  same  thing 
when  applied  to  a  German  word  as  in  the  two  fonner 
languages,  for  in  them  it  is  used  to  direct  that  the  letters 
over  which  It  may  be  placed  shall  fonn  separate  syllables, 
which  otherwise  would  be  incorporated  into  one  syllable ; 
while  in  German  it  is  used  to  indicate  a  compound  vowel  - 
t.  ^.,  that  the  letter  e  is  to  be  understood  as  interpolated 
next  to  the  vowel  so  decorated— or,  as  some  German 
grammarians  choose  to  call  it,  a  modified  vowel.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Stourton  would  have  been  better  pleased  had  I  im- 

E roved  upon  Lindley  Murray,  by  describing  it  as  a 
orizontal  colon  :  yet,  even  that  he  might  have  thought 
too  diflicult  for  the  comprehcnsiQii  of  his  younger  readers, 
for  whom  he  professes  to  write  with  such  boasted  perspi- 
cuity. When  speaking  to  them  of  that  mark  of  punctua- 
tion, he  would,  of  course,  in  strictly  plain  English,  style 
it  "a  stop  of  two  dots." 

Well,  admitting  for  the  sake  of  argument  the  learned 
Mr.  Stourton's  preference  for  *'  two  dots  "—the  expression, 
by  the  bye,  generally  used  by  Anglo-German  grammarians 
when  writing  English,  for  want,  probably,  of  knowing  a 
better — I  would  ask  him  what  he  calls  the  two  strokes  or 
accents  used  in  writing  German,  to  indicate  this  compound 
vowel  ("  dots, "  as  he  calls  them,  being  only  used  in 


printed  language),  which  cannot  by  any  stretch  of 
imugination,  or  of  the  English  languago,  be  described 
as  "dots." 

Had,  however,  Mr.  Stourton  gone  through  the  drudgery 
of  being  educated  at  Eton,  he  would  probably  have  been 
able  to  have  avoide<l  this  Charybdis,  without  stranding 
upon  Scylla;  for  I  find  in  an  abridgement  of  the  Et»n 
Latin  Grammar  now  before  me  (article  Prosody),  that 
t\r*>»— an ff/ice^  raw  students— are  specially  warned  that 
Diirresis,  Synjerenis,  &c.,  being  words  derived  from  a 
Greek  origin,  mav  prrpivx  them,  which  d  >ubtless  has  been, 
unfortunately,  the  case  with  the  simple-hearted  Mr. 
Stourlon. 

Truly,  however,  he  must  bo  a  valuable  authority  to 
refer  to,  when,  on  his  own  admission,  he  undertakes  to 
write  an  essay  on  Swiss  Furgeries,  without  having  a 
single  forged  specimen  of  two  of  the  most  important  issuer 
to  write  Irom,  so  that  he  is  reduced  to  quote  from  an 
obsolete,  though  not  out-of-print  pamphlet  of  his  own, 
since  the  publication  of  whicn,  the  then  current  forgeries 
have  been  suiwrsedod  by  totally  new  impostors,  requiring 
totally  new  dcKcriplions. 

"  Tremay*  also,  I  would  remind  him  is  more  Greek 
than  French,  so  that  if  he  would  speak  pure  French,  hti 
must  (as  in  English)  call  these  diphthong  or  compound 
vowel  indicators  deux  points  ;  trema  being  as  far  from 
being  a  French  word  as  diaretia  is  from  being  an  English 
word. 

Clifton,  FENTOXIA. 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

—  FuHSE,  Esq.— We  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  report  of 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Philatelic  Society,  with  which  you 
so  kindly  furnished  us. 

W.  M.  C,  Melton  Mowbray.— Our  engraving  of  the 
1  cent  French  Republic  was  inaccurate,  inasmuch  as  the 
stamp  was  represented  perforated. 

Cornelius  van  Dick. — The  stamp  you  describe  is  a 
Bremen  fiscal.  We  should  be  glad  to  see  the  wasp  post- 
mark on  the  United  States  stamps. 

R.  S.  &  Co.,  Dewsbury.— We  make  use  of  your  in- 
formation respecting  the  tialfpenny  band  and  adhesives 
in  another  part  of  of  the  present  number,  and  are  obliged 
for  same. 

G.  A.  J.  C,  Homsey  Rise. — Both  the  lavender  and 
the  violet  Mercury  (current  issues)  are  well  known ; 
probably  it  was  thought  sufficient  to  give  only  one  shade 
in  Dr.  Gray's  catalogue. 

E.  F.  C  ,  Belfast.— Your  stamp,  with  spread-eagle  on 
it,  is  an  Austrian  (commercial. — '1  he  Sfjuare  stamp,  with 
winged  head  of  Mercury,  and  inscription  K.o  L.  pasT 
F.R.M.  is  a  Danish  essay,  or  rather,  in  all  probability,  a 
forcery  thereof. 

J.  M.,  Guernsey. — Your  Russian  label,  inscribed 
MEARCHAUX,  sccuis  to  US  a  mere  imposition. — We  have 
noticed  your  undated  halfpenny  wrapper.— The  other 
stamps  (Corrientes,  Cape,  and  Montevideo)  are  all 
genuine. 

F.  II.  Smythe,  Carlsnihe. — Your  information  re- 
specting the  actual  use  of  the  Baden  land-post  stamps 
comes  very  appropriately  to  confirm  an  hypothesis  put 
forward  in  this  month's  *•  Papers  for  Beginners,"  and  wo 
quote  your  observations  at  foot  thereof. 

J.  B.  M.,  Rochdale.— No  printed  album  gives  spaces 
for  the  whole  envelopes,  if  we  except  only  one  or  two 
special  varieties,  such  as  the  Mulready  and  the  oldest 
Ilanoverian  town  envelopes,  which  cannot  be  collected 
otherwise  than  entire.  Tne  best  album,  is,  in  our  opinion, 
the  EugUsh  Moens. 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XI. 

BY  OVERT  TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

fabaria. 

The  first  Bavarian  stamp,  in  order  of  value, 
was  once  supposed  to  have  seen  the  light  in 
advance  of  all  the  others  ;  such,  however, 
if  we  accept  Levrault's  dafe.^  was  not  the 
case.  The  Ist  November,  1849,  the  day  on 
which  the  1  kreuzer  black  was  issued,  was 
also  the  date  of  emission  of  the  3  kr.  blue 
and  G  kr.  brown.  Most  probably  Levrault 
is  right,  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
the  postal  authorities  would  have  introduced 
the  postage-stamp  system  by  the  issue  of  a 
single  low- value  stamp,  which  must  have 
been  used  either  for  local  lelters,  or,  as  is 
more  likely,  for  circulars  only.  A  love  of 
arrangement  by  values,  so  as  to  form  *' com- 
plete sets,"  was  no  doubt,  in  part,  the  motive 
for  isolating  the  1  kr.  black  ;  and  a  further 
reason  may  be  sought  in  the  slight  di>simi- 
larity  of  design  between  that  stamp  and  its 
companions. 

The  first  series,   if  we   adopt  Levrault's 
cla.ssification,  should  be  arranged  as  follows: 

1st  November,  1849,  1  kr.  black. 

3 


Ist  July,  1850, 


19th  July,  1854, 
22nd  June,  1858, 


6 
1 

9 

18 
12 


»> 


)i 


»> 


»> 


blue, 
brown, 
rose. 

yellow-green, 
apple-green, 
yellow, 
red. 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  black  stamp 
was  only  in  use  eight  months,  and  yet  four 

varieties  thereof  are  in  ex- 
istence— two  principal  ones, 
characterised  by  differences 
in  the  design ;  two  second- 
ary ones,  distinguished  by 
the  presence  or  absence  of 
a  silk  thread  worked  into 
the  paper,  as  in  the  Mulready  envelopes. 
Of  the  two  former,  one  is  generally  taken  to 
be  a  lithograph,  and  may  be  recognised  by 
the  imperfect  outline  of  the  central  figure  1, 
which  at  the  base,  especially,  is  noticeably 
broken  and  irregular ;  the  other  is  assumed 
to  be  a  wood-cut,  but  is  more  probably  from 
a  metallic  die ;   it  has  the  extreme  outline  of 


the  figure  1  formed  by  a  black  line,  so  that 
the  shape  of  the  figui  e  is  clear  and  unbroken 
throughout.  As  to  the  two  secondary 
varieties,  it  is  still  a  moot  point  whether  that 
which  shows  the  silk  thread  is  not  an  essay. 
It  is  certainly  far  rarer  than  the  threadless 
stamps ;  but  Dr.  Magnus  hints  that  it  was 
struck  on  paper  prepared  for  the  "second  " 
series,  and  there!*»iie  was  used  for  a  much 
shorter  period.  What  does  he  mean  by  the 
second  series  ?  Does  he  refer  to  the  3  kr 
blue  and  G  kr.  brown,  under  the  impression 
that  they  were  issued  later  than  the  1  kr.  ? 
If  so,  his  suggestion  does  nut  help  matters 
much,  for,  on  Luvr.iult's  authority,  we  ad- 
mit that  the  3  and  G  kr.,  with  tlaetuU^  were 
issued  at  the  same  time  as  the  1  kr.  black. 
We  can  only  suppose  that  the  greater 
portion  of. the  supply  of  the  black  was  struck 
off  in  advance  of  that  of  the  other  values,  and 
before  it  had  been  decided  to  adopt  the 
Dickinson  paper.  Levrault  catalogues  both 
varieties  as  actual  stamps,  and  not  essays,  and 
his  verdict  is  probably  the  correct  one. 

This  stamp  has  been  frequently  forged, 
and  as  it  would  take  up  far  too  much  space 
to  give  descriptions  of  all  the  counterfeits,  I 
will  content  myself  by  mentioning  the  chief 
distinctive  point  of  the  genuine.  If  then,  to 
quote  from  Mr.  Pemberton,  "we  take  the 
genuine  stamp,  and  examine  round  the  base 
of  the  numeral,  we  find  on  the  left  hand  a 
blank  and  unequal  space,  a  continuation  of 
the  white  bordering  of  the  figure  ;"  and  this 
is  not  found  in  the  forgery. 

The  entire  series,  excepting  only  the  1  kr. 
black,  has  been  reprinted,  or  a  marvellous 
"  remainder  '*  from  the  original  has  been 
discovered  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  ; 
hence  unused  copies  even  of  the  12  and  18 
kr.,  which  at  one  time  were  rather  scarce, 
are  now  common 

The  other  stamps  of  this  emission  do  not 
present  any  specially  remarkable  history  ; 
the  sole  noteworthy  point  is  that  they  are 
all  found  on  two  thicknesses  of  paper.  The 
first  impressions  were  on  a  comparatively 
thin  texture,  and  the  colours  were  less  bril. 
liant  than  those  of  the  second  working. 

The  ireal  second  series  was,  in  fact,  termed 
simply  from  the  values  of  the  first,  impressed 
in  difl'ercnt  colours,  viz  : 
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1  kreuzcr  yellow, 

;j        „         roso,  briglit  r 

6        „         d:<rk  blue,  bri 

y        „         stone. 


All  these  utamps  are  common  nseil,  and 
have  not  yet  enjoyed  the  doubtful  liijnoui-  of 
beinir  rpprinted. 

The  existin-^  senes  wns  brought  out  in 
lSr,7,  ami  WHS  originally 
formed 


1  kre 


nd  colours :— 
r  green. 


lilac 


being,  in  f:ict,  a  simple  repctiti  iq  of  the  old 
deiiominalionw,  and,  for  tbree  stamps  out  of 
tlie  8erio,%  of  tbe  old  colours.  In  ISGB,  bow- 
ever,  they  kr.  was  withdrawn,  and  iia  colour 
was  given  to  the  ti  kr. ;  a  new  value,  tbe  7 
kr.,  being  impresaed  in  blue.  Within  tbe 
lust  twelve  months  the  whole  Eeries  has 
been  perfomted. 

The  first  supply  of  the  exisling  type  was 
worked  in  very  pale  coluors,  iiul,  about 
eighteen  months  after  the  omission  com- 
menced, a  fresh  stftck,  in  fuller,  brighter 
tints  was  struck  off;  and  as  there  is  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  docptninj^  of  the  colour 
was  intentional,  there  appears  to  be  good 
ground  fur  collecting  both  seta. 

The  design  is  neut  and  well  engraved,  and 
the  stamps,  eHpecially  those  of  the  second 
edition,  have  a  very  pretty  appeanincc  when 
]ilaced  together;  but  in  thcFC  latter  there  is 
n  notable  deterioration  in  the  fine  horizontal 
lined  background  of  the  arms.  This  has 
almost  entirely  disappeared — in  the  ti  kr.  it 
is,  indued,  quite  lost— and  the  arms,  conse- 
quently, stand  on-  from  a  ground  of  solid 
colour.  The  effect  ofthis  unintended  change 
in  the  design  is  not  on  tbe  whole  a  regret- 
nble  one. 

The  sole  envelope  in  nse  is  the  one  which 
appeared  in  lyUtt,  and  with  which  ray  readers 
are  doubtless  well  acquainted.  It  is  prin- 
cipally   noticeable    for   its    having  the    de- 


ml,  . 


nomination  spelt  in  the   old   style    (dhet); 
,   at  ihe  time  of  its  issue  it  was  reported   that 
ivelopes  were  thus  distingnisheil, 
and    that  the   bolk    wonUI 
show  the  word  in  its  mo<lem 
formation — divi — but  up  to 
,  the  present  time  no  variety 
winsj  this  difference  has 
been    bronght    out.*     The 
1)1  d  spelling  was  doubtless 
\  freak  of  the  engraver,  for 
written  in  the  modem  way 


yag--] 


This    old-fashioned  stamp  was  issued  in 
18l);5.       Its    inscriptions    signify     bavahiis 

POJiTAGK,   ;i    KR.,     PAYAFILE    BY 
TIIE      HElCEVEK;      and     hdoT 

my  successful  guess  of  last 
month,  in  reference  to  the 
Baden  "  landpost "  stamps,  I 
am  almost  inclined  to  venture 
asimilnr  one  in  respect  to  this  ' 
one,  whilst  admitting,  however,  that  the  in- 
scription is  Hs  much  against  as  for  nie.  Like 
the  ordinary  adhesives,  this  stamp  has  a  silk 
thread  running  perpendicularly  through  iho 
paper. 

HETURNED   lETTKB  STAMPS. 
Stamps  of  this  type  have  been  in  use  since 
the  year  18fJ5,  in 
Augsburg, 
1  tan I berg, 

Munich, 
Spires,  and 
Wurlzburg, 

and  a  simple  typeset  stamp  for  Regensbnrg 
was  described  very  recently  in  these  pages. 
All  of  them  are  pi-iuted  in  bla«k,  and  nil  are 
used  for  the  same  purpose.  Letters  which, 
from  one  cause  or  another,  cannot  l>o  de- 
livered to  the  addressees,  and  which  bear  qn 
their  exferior  no  indication  of  the  sender'u 
name  and  address,  are  opened  in  the  presence 
of  an  officer  or  committee  nominated  for 
that  purpose;  and  if  in  the  interior  the  re- 
quired particulars  are  found,  they  are  re- 
turned to  the  sender  with  one  of  these  stamps 


epollini 


g  givca  the  I 
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attiiclied,  to  bHow  that  they  have  been  opened 
by  tlio  proper  niithci-ities.  Of  the  Muniuh 
there  are  two  varielies,  one  with  a  tliicker 
oval  tb&n  the  olhei-;  and  it  ia  eaid  that  tliis 
latter  wus  "  affected  "  to  the  aervioo  of  the 
RegensbsTg  office;  bat,  if  so,  itn  employ- 
ment must  now  have  ceaaeO,  ns  that  office 
possesses  a  stamp  of  its  own.  Of  the  Nurn- 
■  berg,  also,  there  ore  two  varieties,  easily 
distinguisbubte,  whieli  are  found  side  by  side 
in,  and  run  tbrough,  the  sheet.  All  these 
returoed  lelter  labels  are  very  cheap,  and  as 
they  are  affixed  in  the  post-office,  they  are 
never  fuond  postmarked. 

"ishtbuction"  staupr. 
These  are  foand  in  a  good  many  albumn, 
Rnd  were  once  htgbly  valued  as  rare  essayn. 
There  are  two  complele  sets  of  tliem,  cur- 
n-spondinj;  to  tbe  two  sets  of  adhesivea 
which  they  accoiopanied.  They  are,  in  fact, 
black  impressions  of  the  different  viiluea 
struck  on  tbe  coloured  envelopes  containing 
the  supplies  of  said  values,  sent  out  by  the 
administration  to  the  provincial  offices,  and 
were  an  aid  to  business,  as  the  recipient  could 
always  tell  what  values  were  contained  in 
the  envelopes  without  opening  them.  To- 
gether with  these  stamps,  the  envelopes  bore 
iascriptions  stating  the  number  of  sheets  of 
stamps  enclosed  in  them,  and  iheir  total 
valne.  Uf  the  first  series  the  following  are 
the  values  :— I  kr.  giey;  3  kr.  dark  blue; 
6  kr.  violet^browu ;  9  kr.  green;  12  kr. 
rose;  18  kr.  yellow.  Of  tbe  second  :  —  l  kr, 
yellow;  3  kr.  rose;  C  kr.  blue;  9  kr.  Ii>;ht 
hrown;  12  kr.  green;  18  kr.  grey ;  and  the 
"  nnpaid  "  letter  stamp  is  found  in  its  normal 
colour,  black  on  white.  We  have  not  seen 
any  instruction  stamps  for  the  present  series. 
These  stamps  are  of  no  value,  except  as 
postal  curiosities,  illustrative  of  the  working 
of  the  system  in  Bavaria. 

SPURIOUS    STAMPS. 

Bavaria,  like  other  countries,  ban  bad  bcr 
share  of  these.  In  1805  there  was  a  gro- 
,  tesqne  design  on  sale,  of  which  the  most 
conspic;uons  feature  was  a  Chinese-looking 
priest.  This,  with  some  other  equally  ques- 
tionable varieties,  was  first  noticed  in  the 
once  famous  Volpi  collection. 

Id18C6  a  rather  pretty  envelope  design 
*^s  pat  ou  the  market.     The  annexed  copy 


will  put  my  readers  on  their 
guard  against  'it.      It    was 
issued  in  many  colours,  and 
originally  at  a  rather  high  j 
price,  but  (here  is  no  proof  I 
whatever  of  its  having  had  1 
an  honest  origin,  and  it  is 
far  more  likely  that  it  be- 
longs to  that  crew    of  dis- 
reputable productions,  the  sa'o  of  which  did 
so  much  to  depopularjse  stamp  collect ing. 


A   FKW  NOTES   ON   THE   STAMPS 
OF  WESTERN   AUSTRALIA. 


I  DO  not  know  that  there  will  be  much 
fresh  information  in  the  following  notes,  for 
they  can  contain  very  little  original  matter, 
but  I  have  been  led  to  publish  tbcm  because 
there  is  need  of  a  guide  to  tbe  correct 
arrangement  of  the  postage  stamps  of  this 
colonji  Though  there  are  some  papers  ex- 
isting, to  which  the  collector  can  pin  his 
faith  (so  far  as  Ihey  go),  jet  ii  concenti-ation 
of  widely -sea  tiered  facts  must  be  useful  ;  and 
as  I  have  endeavoured  to  correct  a  few 
errors,  and  to  add  such  further  information 
as  lies  in  my  power,  as  well  as  to  supplement 
the  whole  by  a  careful  list  of  the  varieties 
known  to  me,  I  believe  that  the  present  notes 
may  prove  of  service  to  many',  whether  col- 
lectors of  the  extended,  or  of  the  English 
school. 

The  best  plan  is  to  commence  by  thorough- 
ly describing  the  different  types;  these  all 
contain  the  emblematical  swan,  but  vary  in 
shape  and  background  to  the  number  of  five ; 
and  of  these,  there  are  three  obsolete.  They 
are  as  fullows  : — 

TvpE  I. — Swan  swimming,  reeds  at  sides, 
and  sun's  rays  overhead ;  solid  octagonal 
frame,  lettered  in  full,  postaob  westbk.s  kus- 
THALIA,  and  value;  octagon;  awan  watermark; 
imperforate  and  roulette. 

2d,  black-brown  on  red-faced  paper, 
tid.  bronze  on  plain  paper. 
Tvpe  II.— Swan  swimming;  netted  back- 
ground;  solid  octagonal  frame,  lettered  in 
full  as  last ;  octagon  ;  swan  watermark ;  im- 
perforate and  roulette. 

4d.  blue  on  white  or  yellowish. 
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This  type  is  considerably  smaller  than  L,  but 
the  lettering  is  much  bolder/ 

Typk  III. — Swan  swimming  ;  netted  back- 
ground ;  solid  transverse  oval  frame,  lettered 
POSTAGE  w.  Ausi  KALIA  and  full   value ;  oval  -, 
swan  watermark ;  imperforate  and  roulette. 
Is.  brown  on  white  or  yellowish. 

Type  IV. —  Swan  swimming;  netted  back- 
ground ;  netted  oblong  frame,  with  star  in 
each  corner  ;  lettered  as  I. ;  oblong ;  various 
watermarks  ;  imperforate,  roulette,  and  ma- 
chine; colouied  impression. 

Id.  black,  rose,  olive- brown. 

Type  V. — Swan  swimming;  netted  back- 
ground ;  solid  oblong  frame  as  last ;  oblong ; 
various   watermarks ;   imperforate,  roulette, 
and  machine ;  coloured  impression. 
2d.  vermilion,  blue,  yellow. 
4d.  blue,  vermilion,  rose. 
Gd.  green,    purple-brown,    light   violet, 

mauve. 
Is.  yellow-green,  dark  green,  dull  green. 

The  only  difference  between  types  IV.  and 
V.  lies  in  the  frame;  IV.  being  netted,  V. 
being  solid.  In  IV.  the  reticulation  is  very 
ineffective,  and  often  hardly  shows  at  the 
sides;  the  solid  frame  of  V.  is  far  more 
striking. 

Type  Lis  very  rough,  especially  as  to  letter- 
ing ;  yet  owners  of  fine  specimens  cannot  but 
admire  their  rude  simplicity  ;  the  Od.  in  fine 
perfect  condition,  with  the  bronze  deep  and 
glittering,  is  really  a  gorgeous  stamp.  Very 
few,  however,  exist  which  can  merit  this 
eulogy,  for  to  one  perfect  copy  of  the  colour  of 
a  guinea,  we  get  one  hundred  showing  less 
and  less  bronze,  and  gradually  going  to 
dirty  black  or  grey.  It  is  only  ou  fine 
specimens  that  the  sun's  rays  can  be  clearly 
defined,  but  on  extra  fine  ones  they  raay  be 
observed  coming  down  to  the  swans  wing, 
and  greatly  heightening  the  effect  of  the 
design,  which  indeed  is  incomplete  without 
these  rays. 

Types  II.  and  III.  are  poor  specimens  of  a 
mediocre  style,  and,  though  more  pretentious, 
are  generally  badly  printed,  and  of  ineffective 
shades  ;  there  is  little  to  cause  admiration ; 
indeed,  the  only  thing  about  them  which 
could  cause  unmitigated  pleasure  is,  that 
they  are  obsolete.  The  two  last  types  (IV. 
and  V.)  are  those  now  current ;  they  are  well 


engravel,  are  not  commonplace  stamps  and 
the  latest  series  is  magnificently  coloured. 

DATES   OF   ISSUE. 

It  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty  when  the  first 
issue  of  stamps  took  place ;  authorities  differ  ; 
but  most  of  them  agree  that  types  I.,  II., 
and  III.  were  issued  first,  whilst  M.  Moens 
adds  the  black  Id.  to  the  first  set.  As  there 
appears  no  official  record  of  the  actual  earlier 
dates  of  issue,  and  as  these  must  be  giveu^l 
rather  at  hazard,  I  think  it  will  be  as  well  to 
see  what  other  writers  have  to  say. 

Dr.  Gray's  last  edition  gives  types  I.,  IL, 
and  III.,  as  ISo"). 

Moens'  last  list  gives  types  I.,  II.,  and  III., 
and  one  penny  black,  as  1856. 

Mahe's  list  gives  type  I.,  Gd.,  II.  and  III., 
as  1850,  and  type  I,,  2d.  as  1857. 

Maury  gives  them  as  1854. 

Levrault  gives  type  I.  as  1854,  and  types 
II.  and  III.  as  1855.  All,  however,  save 
Moens,  agree  that  the  black  Id.  was  issued 
in  18t50.  Then  as  to  the  vermilion  2d.,  blue 
4d.,  and  green  Gd.  of  type  V.,  some  give 
18(30,  others  1801  as  their  natal  year;  still 
there  appears  little  doubt  that  whenever  the 
three  first  types  were  issued,  they  were 
superseded  in  1800  or  1801. 

Mr.  Overy  Taylor  justly  says  (see  The 
Stump'CoUecto/s  Magazine,  vol.  v.,  p.  59), 
that  it  is  very  unlikely  that  stamps  so  roughly 
engraved  as  type  I.  should  have  been 
current  from  1854  till  1800 ;  to  quote  fur- 
ther, "  Issues  of  such  a  character  partake 
generally  of  the  nature  of  temporary  expe- 
dients, being  employed  oidy  for  a  short  time, 
and  not  unfrequently  whilst  a  better  design 
is  being  executed."  Another  thing  is,  that 
those  stam[)s  are  watermarked  with  a  swan  ; 
and,  as  watermarks  were  only  introduced  in 
the  New  South  Wales  series  in  1854,  it  is 
improbable,  to  say  the  least,  that  any  water- 
marked issue  should  take  place  in  backward 
Western  Australia  at  the  same  period  as  in 
the  bead  colony.  Even  Victoria  did  not 
adopt  the  star  watermark  until  1850,  and  it 
is  said  that  Van  Diemeu's  Land  commenced  • 
their  use  in  the  same  year.  I  feel  sure  their 
currency  must  have  been  very  short.  I  can- 
not understand  a  2d.  and  Od.  stamp  being 
issued  in  1854,  1855,  or  even  1850,  and  no 
Id.  being  issued  until  1800.     I  do  not  know 
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on  what  grounds  the  Id.  black  is  always 
quoted  as  1860  ;  but,  if  we  are  to  accept  the 
old  types  as  issued  even  in  1856,  I  think  the 
Id.  black  should  be  included  with  them.  I 
should  be  inclined  to  place  the  three  first 
types  at  1857  or  1858,  the  black  Id.  at  about 
the  same  date,  and  the  other  first  oblongs, 
2d.  vermilion  and  6d.  green,  at  1859. 

From  similarity,  I  should  say  the  octagonal 
4d.  and  the  oval  Is.  were  issued  together, 
and  issued  first,  being  followed  by  the  oc- 
tagonal 2d.  and  6d.  as  a  temporary  expedient, 
waiting  the  arrival  of  the  new  dies  from 
England.  Whether  the  Id.  black  was  actually 
issued  with  the  4d.  oct.  and  Is.  oval,  is  diffi- 
cult to  say,  but  I  incline  to  think  so  ;  it  is 
different  in  frame  to  the  other  oblong  values, 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  some  slight  proof 
that  it  was  separately  issued ;  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt  that  the  .<iolid  frame  is  clearer 
and  more  effective,  and  a  subsequent  im- 
provement on  the  reticulated  frame  of  the 
Id.  Another  curious  thing  is,  that  the  only 
black  proofs  on  India  paper  that  I  ever 
saw,  are  of  this  Id.,  of  the  octagonal  4d., 
and  of  the  oval  Is.  As,  however,  all  this  can 
only  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  I 
have  preferred  to  take  the  types  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  usually  now  recognized. 

Whenever  the  octagonal  brown  2d.  and 
bronze  6d.  were  issued,  it  is  quite  clear 
thit  on  the  i.ssuo  of  the  oblong  vermilion  2d., 
and  green  6d.  the  set  in  use  was  this  (all 
swan  watermarked)  : 

Id.  black,    swan  wmk.,  type  IV.,  oblong. 

2d.  vermilion,      „  „     V.,         „ 

4d.  blue,  „  „     II.,  octagon. 

6d.  green,  „  „     V.,  oblong. 

Is.  brown,  „  „     III.,  oval. 

This  proves,  pretty  conclusively,  that  the 
octagonal  2d.  and  6d.,  though  swan  water- 
marked, were  only  provisionally  issued. 
When  the  imperforate  oblongs  Avere  super- 
seded, in  1861  or  1862,  by  the  perforated 
Id.  rose,  2d.  blue,  and  6d.  purple-brown 
(also  swan  watermarked),  there  appeared 
some  indecision  as  to  the  colour  of  the  new 
4d.,  for  a  stock  was  printed  in  blue,  on  paper 
ideatical  in  thinness  with  that  used  for  the 
vermilion  2d. 

All  these  are  found  imperforate  and  rou- 
letted,  doubtless  issued  imperforate  by  the 


government,  and,  for  convenience  sake, 
rou letted  at  a  few  head  offices.  That  the 
stock  printed  of  4d.  octagonal  and  Is.  oval 
was  very  large,  is  proved  by  the  non-issue  of 
the  blue  oblong  4d.,  on  paper  identical  in 
thinness  with  that  used  for  the  oblong  2d. 
vermilion,  and,  no  doubt,  prepared  with  it, 
and  the  green  6d.,  which  latter  is  on  a  some- 
what similar  paper;  and  the  Is.  oval  was  not 
attempted  to  be  superseded  until  the  issue 
of  an  entirely  new  'perforated  set  in  1861 
and  1862.  This  oblong  4d.  blue  is  usually 
regarded  as  a  proof  or  essay^  but  there  can 
be  no  question  that  it  was  actually  circulated 
to  some  slight  extent — indeed,  in  these  pages 
there  are  notices  of  its  having  been  used 
(see  vol.  iv.,  p.  144,  and  vol.  v.,  p.  14)  ; 
whatever  stock  was  printed — and  it  must 
have  been  considerable,  for  they  are  not  at 
all  rare  unused — they  were  never  issued  ex- 
tensively, for  when  the  imperforate  stamps 
were  superseded  in  1861  or  1862  by  a  per- 
forated issue,  the  following  changes  took 
place  :  — 

Id.  black,     imperf.  to  Id.  rose,  machine 

2d.  vermilion     „      to  2d.  blue 
4d.  blue,  „      to  4d.  vermilion 

Qii,  green,  „      to  6d.  purple-brown  „ 

Is.  brown  „     to  Is.  green  „ 

And  the  4d.  blue  oblong  takes  its  place 
between  the  two  sets,  as  a  stamp  which 
was  never  wanted,  and  hardly  issued,  owing 
to  the  non-exhaustion  of  the  stock  of  4d. 
octagonal.  The  perforated  4d.  vermilion, 
and  Is.  green,  though  belonging  to  the  re- 
cognised 1801-2  set,  appear  to  have  been 
held  back  until  1864,  when  the  stocks  of 
octagonal  4d.  and  oval  Is.  were  exhausted. 
In  1865  appeared  the  set  with  cc.  and  crown 
watermark ;  they  were,  of  course,  perforated, 
and  the  following  values: — 

Id.  olive- brown. 
2d.  yellow. 
4d.  carmine. 
6d.  violet. 
Is.  green. 
But  between  the  swan  watermark  of  1861-2 
and    these  cc.    and   crown    of    1865,   came 
some    stamps — a    partial    issue — on    paper 
without  any  watermark.     Mr.  Taylor  truly 
says  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to 
detect  the  swan  in  watermark  on  some  spe- 
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cimcns.  I  know  that  a  Id.  in  brown-car- 
mioo,  and  a  Gd.  in  light  violet, .  were  un- 
doubtedly issued  without  watermark,  after 
Ihe  Id.  rose,  and  6d.  purple-brown  (which 
bore  a  swan  in  the  paper) ;  but,  whether  the 
Is.  actually  exists  without  watermark,  or 
whether  I  am  deceived  by  the  paper  I  cannot 
positively  say.  The  French  writers  give  a 
2d.  blue  to  this  set,  but  I  have  never  met 
with  it ;  they  also  quote  the  Is.  which  I  have 
named,  but  in  this  examination  the  style  of 
)>erforati<)n  must  be  considered.  The  swan 
series  of  1861-2  are  perforated  14  to  16 
in  all  combinations ;  the  cc.  set  are  perfo- 
rated 12|.*  Without  going  into  varieties 
(which  are  treated  upon  in  the  list  at  the 
end  of  these  notes),  the  following  are  the  no- 
watermark  set,  all  I  believe  to  be  actually 
issued. 

Perf.  14  to  16,  compound  : 

6d,  light  violet;  Is.  dark  rich  green. 

Perf.  18: 

Id.  brown  carmine. 
6d.  violet,  purple- violet. 

There  must  have  been  some  need  for  both 
Is.  and  Id.  previous  to  the  emission  of  the 
1865  set,  CO.,  perf.  12|,  so  that  the  Is.  no- 
watermark  may  be  really  what  it  appears ; 
for  just  before  the  issue  of  the  cc.  set,  ap- 
peared two  varieties,  with  swan  watermark, 
viz..  Id.  olive-brown,  and  Is.  green,  and 
perforated  12|,  like  the  CO.  set. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  much  more  to  be 
said  about  the  dates  of  emission,  so  I  will 
now  turn  to 

PEBFO  RATIONS. 

As  I  have  before  said,  it  is  evident  that 
until  1861-2  the  government  issued  all  their 
stamps  imperforate,  and,  though  OYerj  value 
up  to  that  date  has  been  found  rouletted 
(save  the  oblong  4d.  blue,  which  had  scarcely 
any  circulation),  this  method  of  perforating 
must  have  been  used  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience, at  the  principal  or  head  offices.  The 
varieties  I  have  observed  are  of  three  sorts, 
— rouletted,  a  small  pin  perforation,  and  a 
square  machine  perforation.  The  following 
varieties  are  guuged  by  the  same  guage  as 

♦These  measurements  are  without  reference  to  any 
o*her  >*riter,  but  are  taken  from  a  guage  having  14  dents, 
English  petforation,  to  the  2  centimetres:  this  is  the 
exact  width  of  our  penny  stamp. 


that  used  in  the  previously-mentioned  in- 
stances. There  are,  no  doubt,  full  sets  ex- 
isting o^  every  variety,  but  I  only  give  what 
I  can  answer  for : 

1. — Very  small,  9\  ;  4d.  oct.,  Is.  brown,  2d. 

vermilion,  and  6d.  green. 
2.— Ordinary,   12^;   2d.  oct.,  4d.  oct.,  W. 
bronze.  Is.  brown  ;  2d.  vermilion  an  J 
6d.  green. 
3. — Ordinary    12-13,    varying    and    com- 
pound ;  2d.  oct.;   Id.  black. 
4. — Largo   14 ;  4d.    oct.,   6d.   bronze,  Is. 

brown,  Id.  black. 
5. — Machine    14,    square   punctures,   Id. 

black. 
6. — Pin  perf.   17,    very    small  and  insig- 
nificant punctures ;  4d.  oct.,  2d.  ver- 
milion. 
The  issue  of  1861-2  was  a  testimony  to 
the    want   of  some   method   of  perforation 
better   than   the  imperfect  rouletting,    <fec., 
practised   as  a  convenience   to   the    public. 
This  series  was  machine  perforated  in  all 
combinations  from  14  to  16;  the  next  variety 
of  perforation    is    13,    found   on    some   few 
values  issued  without  watermarks,  but  they 
were  qu'ckly  superseded  by  the  present  set, 
perfi)rated    I2|,   and   watermarked   cc.  and 
crown. 

WATERMARKS. 

There  is  very  little  to  recount  here,  except 
what  every  one  who  has  read  these  notes  so 
far  must  know,  but,  as  it  is  necessary  to  do 
it,  I  will  simply  state  again  that  a  water- 
mark swan,  though  more  like  a  goose  as  a 
rule,  is  found  to  pervade  the  paper  in  use  for 
every  issue  up  to  1862 ;  then  comes  an  inter- 
mittent set  on  unwatermarked  paper;  and 
last  comes  the  series  now  in  use,  bearing  cc. 
under  a  royal  crown,  as  watermark.  Many 
writers  have  given,  and  affirm  as  existing, 
2d.  vermilion  and  6d.  green,  on  unwater- 
marked paper.  I  do  not  believe  in  these  for 
a  moment ;  the  difficulty  of  detecting  the 
watermark  swan  has  given  rise  to  the  im- 
pression that  some  specimens  are  without  it, 
but  this  is  quite  a  mistake.  I  have  examined 
unused  sheets  of  2d.  vermilion  and  4d.  (oct.) 
blue,  and  though  it  would  be  next  to  impos- 
sible to  detect  the  watermark  swan  on 
separate  specimens,  yet  in  the  sheet,  when 
one  swan  has  been  found,  those  on  every 
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other  stamp  can  be  faithfully  traced.  These 
sheets  are  surrounded  by  a  watermark  frame 
of  five  thin  lines,  with  the  Wiird  ikjstaoe  in 
large  capitals  at  the  base  ;  parts  of  this  bor- 
der (or  reyhire,  as  the  French,  term  it)  a^e 
often  found  on  single  stamps.  It  may  be 
useful  to  know,  that  whenever  a  watermark 
of  one  or  more  parallel  lines  is  found  on  a 
stamp,  it  is  part  of  a  reylure,  and  points  to  a 
watermark  existing  and  belonging  by  rights 
to  every  specimen  on  the  sheet.  The  cc. 
and  crown  series  has  a  rejlure  of  a  single 
line,  and  the  full  sheet  also  contains  a  single 
line  in  watermark  down  the  centre.  Re- 
specting the  series  on  uuwatermarked  paper, 
as  I  have  previously  said,  there  are  Id  and 
6d.  beyond  doubt;  the  Is.  is,  perhaps, 
doubtful,  and  the  2d.  blue,  given  by  most 
Fi-ench  writers,  I  only  recognise  as  a  proof 
Between  the  set  of  1861-2,  and  the  cc.  series 
of  1805,  there  appeared  some  indecision  as  to 
what  to  adopt,  for  there  are  existing  proofs 
on  plain  unwatermarked  paper,  gummed, 
and  before  perforation. 

2d.  blue. 

4d.  rose. 

6d.  dark  violet. 
To  this  series  also  belongs  a  2d.  blue,  per- 
forated li,  square  punctures,  exactly  similar 
to  that  found  on  the  black  Id.,  and  which  is 
No.  5  in  the  list  given  previously.  I  regard 
this  as  an  essay  of  perforation  ;  possibly  the 
black  Id.,  BO  perforated,  may  have  been 
officiallif  i.ssued  thus,  yet  as  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty, I  have  preferred  leaving  it  with  the 
roulettes,  Ac. ;  one  thing  is  certain,  it  was 
pretty  extensively  used  on  the  Id.,  as  speci- 
mens are  not  very  rare. 

{To  be  continwd.) 

MORE   POSTAL  PROGRESS. 

Mr.  Mossell  has  not  only  removed  a  great 
postal  grievance,  but  has  accomplished  a 
g»"eat  postal  reform.  The  changes  he  an- 
nounced on  Tuesday  night  will  do  more 
than  even  those  of  last  year  to  increase  the 
usefulness  of  the  post-oflBce  to  the  public. 
The  sample  post  used  to  be  a  great  con- 
venience. By  it  all  kinds  of  little  parcels 
were  sent  by  post,  and  the  attempt  to 
i^trict  it  to  bond  fide  samples  was  a  need- 


less limitation  of  its  usefulness.  The  new 
post  master- general  has  more  than  restored 
the  old  convenience  by  abolishing  the  sample 
post  altogether,  and  by  giving  us  a  new 
tariff  for  letters,  as  follows  : —Not  exceeding 
one  ounce.  Id.;  above  one  ounce,  but  not 
exceeding  two  ounces,  l|d.  ;  above  two 
ounces,  but  not  exceeding  four  ounces,  2d.  ; 
above  four  ounces,  but  not  exceeding  six 
ounces,  2Jd. ;  above  six  ounces,  but  not 
exceeding  eight  ounces,  3d. ;  above  eight 
ounces,  but  not  exceeding  ten  ounces,  8^d. ; 
above  ten  ounces,  but  not  exceeding  twelve 
ounces,  4 J.  The  book  post  and  th»  half- 
penny circular  post  will  remain  as  at 
present ;  and  though  the  penny  is  retained 
as  the  minimum  for  a  letter,  the  weight  it 
will  carry  is  doubled,  and  the  postage  of 
letters  above  the  ounce  limit  is  reduced  by 
one  half.  A  similar  concession  has  been 
made  in  the  charge  for  money-orders  At 
present  the  smallest  sura  costs  threepence  to 
send,  and  the  fees  run,  threepence,  sixpence, 
ninepence,  and  one  shilling.  They  will  in 
future  be,  for  sums  under  10s.,  one  penny  ; 
for  10s.  and  under  1/.,  twopence:  for  1/.  and 
under  2/.,  threepence ;  and  so  on,  an  ad- 
ditional penny  fee  for  each  pound  sent. — 
The  Duilt/  News,  March  16th. 


THE   PRUSSIAN  FIELD-POST. 

(a    reminiscence    of   the    SIEOE    op   PARIS.) 

I  WAS  witness  yesterday,  in  La  Vert  Gal  ant, 
of  a  scene  full  of  pathos.  The  107th  re- 
giment had  marched  in  on  the  previous 
night  and  taken  up  quarters.  In  the  morn- 
ing came  on  what  the  field-post  had  for  the 
regiment  in  a  large  waggon.  The  waggon 
drew  up  at  each  battalion  orderly-room,  and 
the  bugle  sounded  the  rally.  It  was  a 
curious  medley  that  streamed  out  as  the 
tail-board  of  the  waggon  was  let  down.  The 
German  field-post  is  an  elastic  institution, 
and  I  think  if  you  chose  to  send  one  out  a 
box  mangle,  or  a  live  tiger  in  its  cage,  there 
would  be  no  objections  on  the  score  of  bulk. 
There  streamed  down  cigar-boxes,  wrapped 
in  canvas,  long  shapeless  rolls  that  were 
eloquent  of  "  wurst,"  flabby  packets  that 
one  might  swear  contained  underclothing, 
and  little  boxes  that  rolled  as  they  fell,  and 
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eviJently  contmued  tlialers.  The  pile  was 
made  ngninettbe  wiill,  tliesei-geaot cleared  a, 
space  nnd  commenced  oa  tbe  pile  letter  by 
letter,  pnuket  by  packel. 

I  miide  a  note  of  the  responses  to  the 
first  six  names,  nnd  simply  tianscribe  it  — 
*'  Scbumiinn  Y  "  "  To.lt "  (dead).  "  Caspar  ?  " 
"  Verwundet.  "  "  Sehaltz  Y  "  "  W'eg.  " 
"Stolberg:"'  "Todt."  "  Schrader  ?"  "In 
Prtiis."  "  Uergmanii  ?  "  "  In  Lazaretli."  Tliua 
proceeded  the  dreary  roll  call.  It  was  tliat 
of  the  -Jiid  battalion,  which  has  aafiered 
most  eeveroly.  Before  the  sergeant  bad 
dune  thyre  wbb  quite  a  heap  of  packets  wliit-h 
tlieir  [)wnei-s  will  never  eliiim.  The  number 
(if  "Wegs"  VTjia  surprising.  "Weg"  is  a 
wide  word.  It  may  mean  anything;  prisoner, 
missing,  uiibufied,  deserted  (but  I  never 
heiird  of  a  Gennau  soldier  deserting).  Tbe 
suni  of  it  is — not  here;  aud  Lord  knows 
where  he  is.  "In  Paris,"  was  not  nn  nn- 
common  i-esponse,  but  iilways  with  a  laugh. 
— The  Dailij  Newt  Corrcspmidenee. 


NKWLY-ISSUED   OB  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

UxiTRi>  Si*TEs. — We  are  now  in  posses- 
sion of  tbe  new  12-cent 
enrclnpe,  and  have 
pleasure  in  giving  an 
eiigraviug  of  it  here- 
with. It  may  be  ns 
well  to  mention  that  the 
bust  is  that  of  Henry 
CIny.      The    impression 


Rut's  r  A. —  Lo>"j".^Aa- 
resed  is  the  engraving 
of  the  embossed  stamp 
fur  the  Linga  district, 
whieh  we  described  last 
month.       We 


the 


if.ht 


doubt 


rhethe 


it 


IS     an     enveli>]ie    or    a 
label. 

DENMAHK.^Of  the  new  feriea  liiere  are 
now  in  circulation  the  following  vulues,  in 
addition    to    the    8  and    4H   sk.   referred   to 


V  Dec 


2  sk.,  ultramarine;  frame,  grey, 

3  „    violet, 

1(5   „    green.  „        „ 

The  now  serviee  (official)  stamps  are  niaotji 
make  their  appearance  very 

I  shortly,  and  will  eonf.irni 
in  design  to  the  annexed 
type,  whieh  has  Ijeeu  copied 
from  a  proof.  Tbecol>)urs 
are  not  yet  known,  but  the 
proofs  have  been  struck  in 
rose,  green,  bine,  lilac,  and 
brown.  A  similar  design  is  in  existence, 
which  was  rejected. 

Ai.sACK  AKD  LoRHAiNE. — Two  new  vataes 
have  been  recently  issued  for  these  provinces, 

a  ccolimea  green. 
2*j  „  dark  brown. 
The  type  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  earlier 
issued  values,  but  the  lettering  is  thicker. 
Uur  Carlsruhe  correspondent  states  Ibat  a 
new  set  of  stamps  for  united  Germany  will 
be  issued  on  the  Ist  of  January,  187^,  and 
no  doubt  the  provisional  Alsace  will  remain 

III  the  occupied  departments,  or  at  least  in 
the  dopurtmont  of  the  Somme,  by  special 
order  "  from  a  very  high  quarter,"  tbe 
Prussians  impose  a  surcharge  of  20  centimes 
on  nil  lettera  p<)Mted  within  their  jurisdiction. 
Tliis  charge  is  indicated  on  tbe  envelope  by 
a  hand-stamped  Ggure  2,  and  the  inscription 
TAXK  Ai.r.KMAS'DE,  in  black.  We  have  seen 
several  letters  from  Amiens  and  Abbeville 
bearing  this  imprint. 

Fkaxce. — The  transition  from  occupied  to 
unoccupied  France  is  a  natural  one.  The 
provisional  IJordeaux  scries  continues  inase, 
and  numerous  varieties  are  in  existence, 
resulting  from  the  rough  printing.  Tbe  20 
centimes  is  found  in  deep  blue,  ultmmarine, 
and  dull  blue;  the  10  c.  in  all  shades,  from 
reil-brown  to  a  light  brownish  yellow  ;  tbe 
^0  c.  is  known  in  deep  carmine  nnd  dnil 
rose.  The  40  c.  is  rarely  used,  and  bnt  few 
copies  have  come  under  our  own  notice.  In 
Paris,  the  use  of  the  republic  stamps  has 
almost  ceased  for  the  moment;  nearly  all 
the  letters  which  arrive  in  the  departments 
are  franked  with  the  old  imperial  labels,  of 
uhich    the    stock  must  now  be  nearly  ei- 
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liansted.  Probably  the  uld  bend  of  liberty 
will  lon^  remain  current,  as  the  guveriiinent 
is  bardly  in  n  jiosition  to  go  tu  the  ud- 
necessary  expense  ofmakinj;  fresh  dies,  and 
the  republic  itself  a ppenra  likely  to  last. 

Caxada. — Onr  Brussels  con  temporary  has 
apparently  been  deceive<l  by  the  ndixiit 
ewiudter  mho  succeeded  in  iniste.nding  the 
editor  of  Tha  rhiitldial ;  he  chronicles  as  a 
surprising  novelty,  a  smnll  nized  3  cents 
dark  fcrnun.  We  have  had  one  in  our  pos- 
session for  some  months,  which  wasoriginFiHy 
red,  and  o^ed  its  transformation  to  chemical 
agency.     Would  M.  Moens  like  to  see  it  ? 

South  Australia. — The  fourpence  mauve 
has  been  "  translaled  "  into  a  provisional, 
and  has  had  its  viilne  rednced  by  or.e  fourth. 
Below  the  effigy,  in  a  straight  line,  ia  the 
ription  3-pknce,  printed  at  firs' 


but  n 


II  black.      This 


DO  doubt  will  W  represented  by  a  new  type 

when  the  stock  uftho  fourpence  is  exhausted. 

Finland.— i/eZmiigfiirs.— The   design    here 

represented  supersedes  the  blue  nnd  stone 

stamp  which  bus  been  in 

for    the    last    three 

[nted  ill 


'  I'fin 


i  upper  to  the  lell  lowi 
-  corner,  ia  red,  a:jd  the 
lower  half  greon,  and  thus 
it  results  that  the  Swedish  inscriptions,  UtL- 
siNoroRS  STADSPOST,  bave  their  colour,  and 
ibe  Finnish  inscriptions,  kaupukojs  posh 
HEi.siNGi^SA,  have  theirs.  The  stump  is 
printed  on  white  paper,  and  provided  with 
serpentine  perforations. 

GliEAT  BlihTAIN — In  onr  last  impression, 
in  the  course  of  some  remarks  on  the  half- 
penny stamps,  we  ventured  to  adopt  the 
BDggestion.  of  one  of  our  correspondents, 
thattbeundated  wrapper  stamp  was  designed 
exclusively  for  wrappers  ordered  by  privato 
persons ;  but  this  supposition,  as  several 
other  correspondents  have  proved,  was  er- 
roiieoDB.  The  undated  wrapper  issold  at  all 
the  post  offices,  and  is  rapidly  superseding 
the  dated  type;  our  readers  would  therefore 
do  well  to  provide  themselves  with  speci- 
mcus  of  the  hitter  without  delav.    The  new 


ipper  hnlf,  from  the  right 


wrapper,  we  may  observe,  is  shorter  than  the 
old,  and  one  of  the  specimens  sent  by  our 
Correspondents  showa  the  stamp  priuted  iu 
a  light  green,  of  an  emerald  tinge. 

Bavauu, — The  iirus!.els  journal  notea  the 
of  several  varieties  of  tield-poat  en- 


SwciKERLASD. — The  same  paper  gives  a  re- 
I  (which  we  copy)  of  a  stamp 
which  has  been  issued 
by  the  Swiss  author- 
ities for  the  use  of  the 
soldiers  of  Bourbaki's 
army  interned  in  Swit- 
;rland,  and  frees  their 
letters  through  the  post.  This  stamp  is 
printed  in  black  on  rose  and  on  red   paper. 

Deccan.— A  rather  peculiar  design,  pre- 
sumably for  this  distiict,  was  noticed  in  The 
hhUaldist  for  Inst  -mm  ' 
and  by  the  courtesy  of  the  J 
publishers  wo  are  happy  to  [ 
l>o  nble  to  reproduce  the  i 
illustrfilion  thereof.  The  ■ 
original  was  received  by  a  J 
correspondent  from  Hyder-  [ 
abad,  accompanied  by  one 
the  stamps  described  and  figurei 
volume.  The  impression  is  ii 
thin  toned  un watermarked  pape 

Mozambique. — M.  Moens,  in  his  catalogue, 
chronicles  an  emission  of  six  values  for  this 
Portuguese  colony,  but  gives  no  description. 

Baoen.— In  our  lust  number  Mr.  Overy 
Taylor  having  referred  to  a  newly-iasued 
post-card  for  this  state,  a  Garlaruhe  corre- 
spondent sends  us  a  specimen  of  the  same. 
It  is  a  lari.,'e  buff  card,  provided  with  the 
necessary  inscri;>tiotia  in  black,  and  with  a 
ruled  square  in  the  upper  right  corner,  on 
which  to  place  an  adhesive  stamp.  Our 
correspondent  is  not  acquainted  with  any 
stamped  <  ard. 

WuKTEMBuno. — The  same  correspondent 
informs  ns  of  the  emission  of  two  post-cards 
for  this  stale,  one  with  an  embossed  'i  kr,, 
and  the  other  with  au  embossed  1  kr.  stamp, 
in  their  usual  colours. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. — Another  corre- 
spondent sends  us  an  extract  from  a  letter 
receii'ed  from  a  friend  at  the  Cape,  explaining 
the  cause  of  the  surcharge  of  the  sixpence 
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lilac.  It  appears  this  value  was  much  used 
as  a  revenue  stamp,  and  but  little  for  postal 
purposes ;  when  the  government  forbad  its 
being  affixed  to  documents,  its  employment 
almost  ceased,  and  to  utilise  the  stock  re- 
maining on  hand,  the  value  was  changed 
from  sixpence  to  fourpence. 
■  Spain. — The  25  milesimas  has  just  been 
issued  in  a  new  colour — bright  mauve. 

THE   PERUVIAN   STAMPS. 

(Translated  from  L$  Timbre- Poste,  February,  1871.) 

The  history  of  the  Peruvian  stamps  has  al- 
ready formed  the  subject  of  an  article  which 
has  appeared  in  this  journal.  Our  purpose 
in  returning  to  them  to-day  is,  first,  to  con- 
tinue that  article  to  tlie  present  date,  and, 
secondly,  to  a(;quaint  our  readers  with  the 
interesting  documents  connected  with  the 
history,  which  were  entirely  wanting  when 
we  first  wrote. 

W^  have  said  that  it  was  on  the  initiative 
of  the  Director  of  the  post-office,  Mr.  A. 
Davila,  that  the  employment  of  stamps  was 
adopted  on  the  1st  December,  1857.  The 
proposal  which  was  made  to  that  efi^ect 
should  not  bear  date  the  17th  March,  1857, 
as  wo  had  first  published,  but  the  17th  March, 
1851.  Hardly  was  the  project  submitted, 
than  it  received  (two  months  after)  the  ap- 
probation of  the  government,  as  is  shown 
by  a  letter,  dated  lOth  May,  1851,  and 
signed  by  the  minister,  Jean  Crisostomo 
Torrico,  which  we  have  now  before  us,  and 
which  requests  the  postal  administration  to 
prepare  the  instructions  and  regulations  re- 
lative to  the  new  system.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  good  will  of  the  government,  six 
years  passed  away  before  the  project  was 
put  in  execution.  On  whom  the  blame  of 
such  delays  should  be  cast,  we  know  not ; 
we  can  but  mention  them.  However,  the 
great  decision  saw  the  light  on  the  19th 
October,  1857.  The  following  are  its  terms: — 

The  Council  of  Ministers  chai^ged  with  the  Executive 
power, 

Considering, 

That  the  system  of  stamps  for  the  prepayment  both  of 
home  and  foreign  corresoondence  offers  facilities  to  the 
public,  and  that  it  simplines  the  operations  and  the  book- 
keeping of  the  post-office,  and  increases  the  efficiency  of 
that  branch,  in  accordance  with  the  proposal  made  by  the 
Adminisu  aiur-General, 

j^ecroes. 


Art.  I. — As  soon  as  the  law  of  the  2nd  of  this  month, 
respecting  the  monetary  system,  takes  effect,  all  corres- 
pondence shall  be  prepaid  by  the  senders  by  means  of 
stamps,  representing  the  charge  for  prepayment. 

Art.  2.— There  shall  be  stamps  of  mm  dtmttv^  of  un  peaeta, 
and  of  un  dami-pest^  which  will  bear  the  national  arms 
with  the  moditiciilions,  and  in  the  colours  of  the  types 
submitted,  and  the  indication  of  the  value  on  each  one. 
They  will  also  have,  in  addition,  secret  marks,  whereby  to 
verify  their  authenticity.  The  backs  of  the  stamps  shall 
be  gummed;  and  by  moistening  the  backs,  the  stampii 
may  be  attached  to  the  letters. 

Art.  3.— Whoever  shall  in  any  wise  fabify  the  postage 
stamps,  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  in  force  against  forgers. 

An  4. — The  matrices  of  the  stamps  shall  be  prest-ned 
by  the  postal  administration  in  its  private  aafe,  and  the 
same  aduiiuist  ration  shall  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
have  printed  the  quantity  of  stamps  required  for  public 
use. 

Art  5.— An  account  of  the  number  of  stamps  printed 
shall  be  kept  in  a  special  book,  and  signed  by  the  chief 
of  the  department,  the  controller,  and  the  funcaouarv 
charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  impression  ;  m 
the  presence,  and  wiih  the  authorization  of  tJie  treasur\* 
agent.  The  operation,  as  soon  as  it  is  terminated,  shall 
be  transferred  to  the  account  of  the  quantities  issued,  ac- 
companied by  a  certifiv-Ml  copy  of  the  entry  in  the  special 
book,  and  of  the  agent's  approval. 

Art  6.— For  the  sale  of  the  above-mentioned  stamps, 
agencies  {dtbita)  shall  be  established  throughout  ihe  re- 
public ;  the  sellers  will  receive  a  corresponding  bonus, 
and  the  administrators  will  require  security  from  them 
equivalent  to  the  value  of  the  stamps  wmch  shall  be 
confided  to  them. 

Art.  7.— All  letters  shall  be  prepaid  by  the  senders,  by 
attaching  to  the  letter,  or  to  the  flap  («^),  the  stamp  or 
stamps  equalling  in  value  the  rate  fixed  by  the  tariff. 

Art.  8  — The  stamps  on  all  the  letters  which  shall  be 
thrown  into  the  different  boxes  established  by  the  ad- 
ministration, shall  be  annulled  by  means  of  a  haiid-staiup. 

Art.  9. — If  it  be  found  that  the  stamps  attached  are  not 
sufficient  to  pay  the  postage,  letters  destined  for  abroad 
shall  not  be  forward^.  The  sender,  if  he  can  be  dis- 
covered, shall  be  advised,  or  else  a  list  of  detained  letters 
shall  be  affixed  at  the  post-office  door,  so  that  the  writers 
may  complete  the  postage. 

If  such  letters  can  only  be  forwarded  by  couriers  of  the 
republic,  they  shall  be  sent  to  the  addressees,  who  must 
pay  the  sum  required  to  complete  the  postage.  The  same 
rule  shall  be  followed  for  letters  bearing  stamps  which 
have  already  served. 

Art.  10. — With  regard  to  letters  which  shall  be  dropped 
into  the  boxes  without  any  stamp  whatever,  if  they  are 
intended  for  any  place  within  the  renublic,  they  shall  be 
forwarded,  and  double  postage  be  claimea  from  the  re- 
ceiver. If  they  are  for  foreign  parts,  they  will  not  be 
forwarded,  but  the  senders  will  be  advised  by  the  means 
indicated  in  art.  9. 

Art.  11.— Letters  which  it  may  be  desired  to  forward 
registered  should  bear  sufficient  stamps  to  prepay  the 
postage  and  registration.  For  such  letters  the  post  will 
perform  the  prescribed  formalities  on  delivery. 

Art.  12.— rhe  administrator-general  of  the  posts  is  au- 
thorised to  make  the  regulations  and  disbursements 
necessary  to  establish  the  above  system  of  postage  stamps. 

Given  at  the  seat  of  government,  at  Lmia,  the  19th 
October,  1857. 

(Signed)     Joss  Maria  Ratoada, 

Manuel  O&tiz  db  Zevallos. 
LuciAN  Maria  Cano. 
Juan  Manuel  del  Mar. 
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The  postal  director — the  author,  probably, 
of  nil  the  preceding  delay — did  not  venture, 
even  after  the  decree,  to  frankly  adopt  the 
new  system  ;  ho  must  needs  give  it  a  pre- 
liminary trial  between  the  towns  of  Lima 
and  Chorillos;  to  this  efiect  he  addresses  the 
following  proposition  to  the  minister : 

Lima,  the  6th  Nov.  1867. 

I  can  obtain  from  the  agent  of  the  Steamboat  Company  a 
large  quantity  of  potte-franco  stamps  which  he  haa  had  by 
him  for  a  long  time,  and  of  which  the  design  has  never  been 
« m ployed.  The«e  stamps  would  be  gratuitously  delivered 
f  »r  the  purpose  of  trying  the  system,  for  the  correspondence 
of  the  towns  between  Lima  and  Chorillos.  Their  employ- 
ment not  offering  any  inconvenience,  a  notice  in  advance 
might  be  published  to  the  effect,  that  on  and  after  the  first 
of  next  month  these  stamps  might  be  used  for  the  above- 
mentioned  correspondence.  This  system  might  be  ex- 
ten  led  later  on  to  prepaj'ment  by  the  steamers. 

Kefer  this  matter  to  the  supreme  government,  that  it 
may  acquaint  itself  with  and  approve  my  proposition. 

(Signed)    A.  Davila. 

It  results  from  this  document,  that  the 
stamps  of  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co. 
served  at  first  only  as  Peruvian  stamps  be- 
tween the  towns  of  Lima  and  Chorillos,  and 
that  previous  to  that  date  (1st  December, 
1857)  the  stamps  of  that  company  had  never 
heen  in  use.  Those  obliterated  with  the 
Callao  mark,  and  considered  as  having  been 
employed  at  that  period,  must  have  been 
current  when  the  new  system  of  prepayment 
of  postage  was  extended  to  letters  sent  by 
the  steamboats,  which  extension  is  referred 
to  in  M.  Davila's  letter. 

Only  one  provisional  stamp  of  the  Pacific 
Steam  Navigation  Co.  is  known.  It  is  the 
1  real  blue,  printed  on  bluish  paper. 

Mons.  A.  Davila,  having  obtained  the  per- 
mi.ssion  he  had  solicited,  forwarded  the 
following  circular  to  all  the  post-offices  of 
the  republic. 

Lima,  23  Nov.,  1857. 

It  has  been  established  by  a  supreme  decree  of  the 
19th  of  last  month,  that  the  prepayment  of  letters  by 
mrans  of  stamps,  should  be  introduced  for  correspondence 
of  all  kinds,  lliis  invention,  which  simplifies  the  work 
and  the  accounts  of  the  office,  offer*  to  the  public  great 
facilities. 

The  rates  for  all  places  have  been  rendered  uniform, 
60  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
values  of  the  stamps,  in  order  to  know  how  to  effect  the 
prcpa^ent  without  making  inquir}'  at  the  post-office. 

Desiring  to  ^ve  the  stamp  system  a  trial,  and  ac- 
quaint the  pubhc  with  the  advantages  derivable  from  it, 
I  have  publiidtied  a  notice,  of  which  I  enclose  some  copies, 
10  that  you  mav  be  able  to  put  in  practice  the  system  from 
the  Ist  December,  for  the  correspondence  between  Lima 
and  ChoriUoe.    This  is  simply  to  give  }ou  a  preparatory 


idea  of  the  system  ;  later  on  you  will  receive  detailed  in- 
structions, which  I  shall  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
and  of  the  officials,  so  that  the  service  may  not  give  rise 
to  any  inconvenience. 

Have  the  goodness  to  communicate  my  circular  to  your 
subordinates,  chat  they  mav  get  an  idea  of  the  system. 
(Signed)    Jose  Davila  Condemarin. 

The  utility  of  the  "system"  being  well 
established  by  the  results  of  the  experiment 
tried  at  Lima  and  Chorillos,  it  was  at  length 
decided  to  give  the  whole  republic  the  bene- 
fit of  the  innovation.  A  new  decree  appeared, 
in  which  it  was  no  longer  question  of  the 
emission  of  a  |  peso  stamp.  The  following 
is  a  sufficient  extract  from  it. 

Art.  9. — Under  the  superintendence  of  the  postal  ad- 
ministration, designs  shall  be  engraved  for  the  stamps  of 
tilt  dineio  and  un  peseta  y  comformably  to  the  decree  of  the 
19th  October  last. 

Art.  10. — The  stamps  of  1  dinero  shall  be  sold  at  one 
real,  and  those  of  I  peseta  at  two  reales  each. 

Art.  11. — The  present  decree  shall  take  effect  fifteen 
days  after  date  in  this  department,  and  in  the  province  of 
Callao,  and  thirty  days  after  date  in  the  remainder  of  the 
republic. 

Art.  12. — The  provisions  of  the  decree  of  the  2 1st  Jan., 
1851,  are  only  maintained  in  so  far  as  they  are  not 
incompatible  with  those  of  the  present  decree. 
Given  at  the  seat  of  government, 

Lima,  23  January,  1858. 

(Signed)    Jose  Maria  Kayoada. 

Manuel  Oktiz  de  Zeyallos. 
Luciano  Mario  Cano. 
Juan  Manuel  del  Mar. 

A  document  which  we  possess,  signed  A. 
Davila,  approves  the  proposition  made  by 
Don  Jose  M.Masias,  concerning  the  disburse- 
ments to  be  made  for  the  postage  stamps, 
and  fixes  the  date  of  the  1st  March,  1858, 
as  that  of  the  introduction  of  the  system  of 
prepayment  by  means  of  stamps  of  the 
correspondence  between  Lima,  Callao,  and 
Chorillos.  The  date  of  the  26th  February, 
1 858,  given  in  our  No.  28  is  there  erroneous  ; 
it  belongs,  from  what  we  now  see,  to  the  new 
general  tariff,  which  was  published  on  that 
day. 

From  our  former  article  it  is  known  that 

the  \  peso  was  suppressed  on  the  18th  June, 

1858.     Here  is  the  proof: — 

Government  Office, 

Lima,  18th  June,  1858. 

To  the  Adminstrator-general  of  the  Posts. 

By  the  decree  of  the  I9th  October,  of  last  year,  I 
required  you  to  get  engraved  the  designs  of  stamps  of 
the  value  of  1  dinero,  1  peseta,  and  |  peso,  respectively. 
This  request  was  modified  by  the  decree  of  the  23rd  of 
January  last,  in  consequence  of  the  publication  of  a  new 
tariff  ot  postal  rates.    Conformably  to  certain  articles  of 
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that  decree,  only  stamps  of  1  dinero  and  I  p«*!*eta  were  to 


be  prepared. 

Consequently,  I  beg 
peso  ^taiup^,  an  they  ht 


you  not  to  pnnt  any  more  of  the  | 
peso  stamps,  an  they  Lave  become  useless. 
Uod  guard  you. 

(Signed)      Jean  Maxurl  del  Mar. 

From  wliat  has  gone  before  it  appears 
that  the  partial  employment  of  the  stamps 
only  commenced  on  the  Ist  March,  18'^8, 
and  their  general  usage — taking  into  account 
the  decree  of  the  23rd  January,  18-38 — fifteen 
days  later. 

In  compUance  with  the  decree  of  the  19th 
October,  1857.  the  half  peso  was  certainly 
issued  on  the  1st  March,  1858,  only  to  dis- 
appear on  the  .Ist  June  of  the  same  year 
The  type  of  the  half  peso  belongs  essentially 
to  that  of  the  stamps  of  the  second  series, 
equally  by  the  details  of  the  design  and  by 
its  dimensions;  in  order,  then,  to  admit  the 
classification  given  in  our  former  article,  and 
which  has  been  generally  approved,  it  must 
have  happened  that  precisely  the  opposite  of 
what  the  law  prescribed  was  done.  The 
first  decree  authorised  the  creation  of  three 
stamps — there  exist  only  tivo  in  the  first 
series  ;  the  second  decree  requires  only  tivo 
stamps — there  are  three  in  the  second  series. 
Furthermore,  between  the  creation  of  the  first 
series  and  the  suppression  of  a  stamp, 
(i  peso)  of  the  second  series  only  three 
months  elapsed.  During  such  an  inconsider- 
able period  it  seems  to  us  hardly  possible 
that  two  series  of  stamps  could  have  been 
issued ;  we  think,  then,  that  the  relative 
position  of  the  two  series  should  be  reversed, 
the  second  being  henceforth  considered  as 
the  first,  and  the  first  as  the  second. 

It  is  indeed  not  impossible  that  the  |  peso 
was  intentionally  distinguished  by  its  size 
from  the  other  values,  and  that  afterwards, 
when  it  had  been  suppressed,  its  type  was 
adopted  for  the  1  dinero  and  1  peseta.  How- 
ever, notwithstanding  the  general  accord 
in  classing  the  two  stamps  with  double-line 
inner  and  outer  frame  »is  the  oldest,  we  be- 
lieve that  in  presence  of  the  observations  we 
now  bring  to  our  readers'  notice,  there  is 
reason  for  modifying  tho  classification,  in 
the  sense  above  indicated. 

The  second  article  of  the  decree  of  the  19th 
October,  1857,  informs  ns  that  the  stamps 
bear  secret  marks.     We  have  searched  them 


over  from  corner  to  corner,  and  back  again, 
with  our  magnifier,  without  finding  any- 
thing special.  The  only  thing  we  remarked 
was  the  size  of  the  stamps,  which  differs  for 
each  scries.  May  not  that  be  the  secret 
mark  of  which  it  is  always  que<»tion  with  re- 
gard to  the  Peruvian  stamps  ?  We  think  so. 
If  then,  the  whole  secret  of  the  postal  ad- 
ministration consisted  in  the  size  of  tho 
stamps,  the  division  of  the  second  series 
seems  to  me  impossible,  and  we  see  in  the 
remark  a  new  proof  that  our  arrangement  is 
the  right  one. 

Two  ^  peso  stamps  are  known,  the  one 
printed  in  yellow,  the  other  in  rose.  We 
had  at  first  thought  that  this  latter  might  be 
an  essay,  but  having  since  seen  authentically 
cancelled  specimens  (collection  of  Monsieur 
A.  de  K.),  we  had  inclined  to  the  idea  lately 
put  forth  by  M  Mahe,  that  the  existence  of 
the  rose  stamp  is  the  result  of  an  error. 
Our  omfiere  thinks  that  the  plate  of  the 
I  peso  was  printed  from,  in  the  stead  and 
place  of  the  rose  peseta  of  the  same  type,  but 
seeing  the  great  rarity  of  the  |  peso  rose,  we 
are  more  ready  to  attribute  it  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  cast  of  the  ^  peso  into  the 
form  of  the  peseta.* 

The  postmaster  whom  we  have  consul te  \ 
on  the  point,  now  replies  :  "I  cannot  under- 
stand how  it  was  you  could  have  seen  rose 
I  peso  stamps,  since  none  but  yellow  stamps 
of  that  value  were  ever  printed."  It  is  then, 
indeed,  the  result  of  an  error,  which  the 
postal  administration,  notwithstanding  all 
its  secret  means  for  recognising  genuine 
stamps,  has  never  discovered. 

From  1858  until  1863,  all  the  different 
stamps  issued  were  lithographed  by  Mons. 
D.  Erailib  Pmgue,  of  Lima. 

It  had  been  supposed  that  the  successive 


*  [It  is  beyond  doubt  the  rose  J  peso  has  in  many  cases 
passed  throuj'h,  and  been  postmarked  in,  Peruvian  post- 
othces  :  besides  the  copy  aoove  referred  to,  the  colleclions 
of  the  late  Mr.  Pauwels,  Mr.  Fhilbriuk,  and  several  others 
in  this  country  have  postmarked  specimens ;  but  the  fact 
to  which  we  desire  to  call  attention  is,  that  the  colour  is 
not  at  all  the  same  shade  as  that  of  the  rose  peseta  of  that 
type ;  it  is  perfectly  distinct  and  different,  bein^  of  a 
much  yellower  hue ;  and  this  observation  of  ours  is  con- 
firmed, not  only  by  every  postmarked  copy  we  ever 
met  with,  but  \y  the  unubcd  copy  in  Mr.  Philbrick's 
album.  At  present  we  are  not  i)repared  to  assent  to  M. 
Moens*  view ;  further  consideration  is  required. — £d.] 
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series  had  been  issued  simply  on  account  of 
the  wearing  away  of  the  designs.  Not  at  all : 
it  was  to  make  head  against  the  incon- 
veniences caused  by  counterfeiting.  We 
have  here  a  circular,  unfortunately  without 
date,  which  the  administration  addressed  on 
this  subject  to  the  different  post-offices. 

Very  recently  there  arrived  at  the  central  office,  a 
letter,  bearing  a  clumsy  counterfeit  of  the  blue  1  real  stamp 
(I  dinero),  and  coming  from  the  Huarnz  district.  The 
administration  deems  it  necessary  to  give  notice  of  the 
fact  to  all  the  postmasters  and  officials,  in  order  that 
the  author  of  the  fargery  may  be  discovered,  that  all  let- 
tens  bearing  the  forged  stamps  may  be  seized,  and  that  all 
the  necessary  indications  may  l>e  forwarded  to  the  de- 
jartraent. 

The  first  two  series  of  stamps  having  been 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  the  postal  de- 
partment requested  a  ministerial  author- 
isation to  burn  all  the  remaining  stock  of 
those  series,  and  the  same  was  sent  in  the 
following  terms : 

Lima.  I5th  December,  1860, 
To  the  Administrator  general  of  the  Po-ts. 

In  reply  to  the  letter  you  addressed  to  us,  on  the 
12th  November  last,  by  which  you  required  an  author- 
isation to  bum  the  stock  of  old  stamps,  of  the  total  facial 
value  of  8,653  pesos  1  real,  and  the  books  of  that  office  [?], 
bis  Excellency  the  President,  on  the  7th  ot  this  month, 
gave  his  decision  that  you  might  proceed  with  that  opera- 
tion, with  the  formalities  necessary  in  such  case. 

I  communicate  to  you  the  present  that  you  may  con- 
form to  it. 
God  guard  you. 

(Signed)       A.  Manuel  Morales. 

According  to  this  document,  the  third 
series  cannot  have  been  issued  more  recently 
than  in  19G0,  and  we  doubt  if  it  dates  any 
further  back.  There  can  be  no  harm  in 
giving  1860  as  the  date  of  its  emission. 

(7b  be  continued.) 


SUNDAY  LABOUR  IN  THE   POST- 

OFFICE. 
No  more  useful  institution  exists  in  the 
United  Kingdom  than  the  Post-office.  To 
be  able  to  speak  to  one's  friend  500  miles 
away  '*  for  the  small  charge  of  a  penny," 
and  to  receive  his  thoughts  in  return  for  a 
like  outlay,  is  an  advantage  which  cannot  be 
too  highly  appreciated.  But  how  many  of 
us  regard  with  feelings  of  gratitude  the 
post-office  as  a  system  ?  or  the  individual 
workers  who  make  that  system  the  success 
which  it  undeniably  is  ?  We  affix  the  Queen's 
head  to  the  envelope,  and  consider  that  our 


part  of  the  contract  is  fulfilled.  We  think 
the  postman  has  no  further  claim  upon  us. 
It  is  purely  a  business  transaction  ;  he  does 
so  much  work  for  so  much  money ;  and  there 
an  end.  What  is  it  to  us  if  he  is  footsore 
and  weary  at  the  day's  close  ?  If  he  is 
scorched  by  the  heat  of  summer,  or  half  frozen 
by  the  biting  winter  wind  ?  What  if  his  uni- 
form is  uncomfortable  and  unhealthy,  his 
work  excessive  and  monotonous,  and  his 
treatment  tyrannical?  Work,  however  un- 
pleasant, must  be  done,  and  discipline  must 
be  preserved.  There  are  many  worse  off 
than  he — many  who  would  jump  for  joy  at 
the  prospect  of  getting  into  government 
employment,  regular  and  certain.  Surely, 
then,  it  is  no  concern  of  ours.  He  can  stay 
or  go  as  it  pleases  him.  No  one  compels 
him  to  be  the  slave  ho  says  he  is.  Such,  no 
doubt,  would  be  the  logic  of  mere  money- 
makers— men  who  live  on  the  lives  of  others, 
who  grind  their  workmen  down  to  the  lowest 
farthing,  and  exact  their  pound  of  flesh  with- 
out bating  a  pennyweight.  But  such,  we 
trust,  is  not  the  reasoning  of  our  readers ; 
men  and  women  who  have  both  intelligence 
and  sympathy,  who  look  not  upon  their 
fellow-creatures  as  so  many  gold-making 
machines,  to  be  worked  at  high  pressure  until 
worn  out,  but  as  human  brothers  and  sisters, 
with  temporal  and  eternal  interests  as  impor- 
tant as  their  own ;  who  not  only  believe  in, 
but  act  upon  (in  some  measure,  at  least)  the 
golden  maxim  of  our  Saviour:  "Do  as  you 
would  be  done  by."  And  such,  we  are  sure, 
will  listen  to  us  with  open  hearts  as  well  as 
ears,  while  we  plead  for  justice,  simple  justice, 
for  the  poor  provincial  postman.  It  is  not 
merely  that  in  common  with  his  brother 
labourers  in  town  he  is  poorly  pai4  and 
harshly  treated,  but  that  he  has  a  grievance, 
which,  happily,  they  have  not :  that  week  by 
week,  and  year  by  year,  there  is  no  cessation 
of  his  toil ;  no  holy  Sabbath  rest ;  no 
breathing  time  in  which  to  direct  his  thoughts 
to  things  better  and  higher  than  those  of  this 
life. 

Shall  we  be  believed  when  we  state  the 
fact  that  in  this  Christian  country,  upwards 
of  20,000  persons  are  employed  by  the  Post- 
office  in  Sabbath  labour  of  a  totally  un- 
necessary  kind.     In  all  the  great  commercial 
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centres  of  the  country — London,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  Belfast,  &c ,  there  is  no  Sunday 
delivery  of  letters,  and  no  inconvenience 
results  from  the  arrangement.  Surely,  then, 
it  is  most  anomalous  that  in  (mr  rural 
districts  they  should  be  deemed  requisite. 
The  physical  exhaustion,  consequent  upon 
such  continuous  exertion,  is  only  a  lesser 
consideration  ;  though  this  alone  might  well 
prompt  us  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  abolish 
tho  pernicious  custom.  The  evil  example 
which  the  government  thus  sets  before  the 
people  of  the  land  is  much  to  be  regretted. 
Tradesmen  and  manufacturers  are  fined  for 
trading  or  making  their  men  work  on 
Sunday,  and  yet  the  government  which 
enforces  the  law  against  them,  is  itself  break- 
ing it  every  Sunday  in  more  than  20,000 
instances.  Fortunately  the  bad  example  is 
not  generally  followed,  though  the  tempta- 
tion to  do  so  is  in  some  cases  very  great. 
Tradesmen  with  easy  C(msciences  may  often 
forestall  their  rivals  in  business  by  writing 
through  the  Sunday  post,  and  this  of  course 
leads  to  the  employment  of  their  clerks  and 
workpeople,  as  well  as  to  a  great  increase  in 
the  cab  and  railway  traffic  upon  that  day,  so 
that  the  evil  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
those  in  the  actual  employ  of  the  post-office. 
We  have  no  desire  t^)  advocate  an  ultra- 
Sabbatarianism,  which  would  make  the  Sab- 
bath a  gloomy,  saddening  day,  instead  of  a 
day  of  refreshing  rest  and  soothing  contem- 
plation ;  but  we  do  say  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
a  consistent  Christian  government  to  abolish 
all  unnecessary  Sunday  labour  over  which  it 
has  direct  control,  and  thus  to  set  the  good 
example  of  respect  for  that  divine  law  which 
it  desires  the  nation  to  obey. 

It  seems  to  us  that  there  is  little  excuse  at 
present  for  this  practice.  The  telegraphs  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  government,  and  all 
cases  of  real  emergency  could  be  easily  met 
by  their  means,  and  we  are  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive a  reason  for  its  continuance,  other  than 
that  proverbial  dislike  to  change,  which  is 
the  characteristic  of  all  government  offices. 
Not  only  is  Sunday  labour  completely  un- 
necessary, but  is  also  entirely  against  the 
wishes  of  tho  great  majority  of  the  people. 
This  has  been  amply  proved  by  the  efforts  of 
the  Working  Men's  Lord's  Day  Rest  Associ- 


ation, which  have  resulted  in  thousands  upon 
thous  inds  of  signatures  being  obtained  to 
tho  formal  request  that  letters  for  the 
persons  sijjjning  might  be  kept  till  tho 
Monday ;  27,000  such  signatures  were  ob- 
tained by  only  a  partial  canvass  of  the  city 
of  Liverpool  in  1865-G,  and  in  Birmingham 
and  all  other  places  the  memorial  for  tho 
entire  suspension  of  Sunday  labour  met  with 
an  almost  unanimous  consent. 

In  the  Parliamentary  return  issued  in 
18G7  it  is  shown  that  109,331  persons  had 
signed  the  following  stringent  request  (drawn 
up  by  the  Post-office  authorities)  : — 

I  request  that  my  letters  and  newspapers  may  not  be 
delivered  on  Sunday  until  further  notice.  I  make  tbu 
request  with  the  full  knowh»dge  that  this  instruction  can- 
not be  cancelled  until  three  mouths  have  expired,  nor  even 
then  without  a  week's  notice. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  number  would 
have  been  much  larger  had  not  the  letter- 
carriers  been  prohibited  (on  pain  of  dis- 
missal) from  moving  in  the  matter,  even 
in  their  own  time,  so  that  many  persrns 
were  entirely  ignorant  of  there  being  any 
such  provision  for  the  relief  of  the  rural 
postman,  and  some,  of  course,  did  not  like 
to  gi»e  up  their  letters  while  the  postmen 
passed  their  doors  to  deliver  those  of  their 
neighbours,  though  doubtless  they  would 
willingly  have  done  so  if  they  saw  the  letter- 
carrier  enjoying  a  day's  rest  in  conseqaence 
of  their  slight  self-denial.  The  rule  laid 
down  by  the  post-office  for  the  abolition 
of  a  Sunday  post  in  any  particular  district, 
is  somewhat  arbitrary  and  certainly  nncon- 
stitutional.  A  simple  majority  is  considered 
sufficient  to  settle  questi(ms  of  even  greater 
importance,  and  nearly  all  public  bodies  are 
content  to  be  bound  by  a  decision  given  in  • 
that  way ;  but  the  post-office  requires  the 
vote,  not  of  six-sevenths  of  the  inhabitants, 
but  of  tho  persons  who  receive  six-sevenths 
of  all  the  letters  at  tho  office  on  two  suc- 
cessive Sundays,  so  that  any  unprincipled 
person  might  defeat  the  otherwise  unanimous 
petition  of  a  district  by  having  a  number  of 
letters  posted  to  himself  on  the  days  when 
the  counting  takes  place.  However,  despite 
the  unfairness  of  this  rule,  many  districts 
have  agreed  to  it ;  and,  thanks  to  the  asso- 
ciation above  named,  many  rural  postmen, 
instead  of  tramping  through  mud  or  dust 
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some  18  or  20  miles  with  letters  on  Sunday, 
are  enjoying  the  religious  exercises  and  the 
recreative  pleasures  of  that  day. 

Let  us  do  all  we  can  to  place  by  their 
side  their  toiling  brethren  who  still  bend 
beneath  the  yoke.  Humanity  and  religion 
alike  prompt  us  to  our  duty,  a  duty  plain 
and  simple,  which  is  to  support  with  all  our 
energies  the  motion  lately  brought  before 
Parliament  by  Mr.  C.  Reed,  M.P.  for  Hack- 
ney, for  the  exemption  from  Sunday  labour 
of  all  letter-carriers  and  rural  messengers 
throughout  the  country. — The  Graphic, 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

El  Averiguador,    Madrid ;  M.   Rivadeneyra. 

This  paper  is  the  Spanish  equivalent  of  our 
English  Notes  and  Queries,  It  deals  with  all 
manner  of  scientific  and  literary  questions, 
and  is  altogether*  a  very  interesting  pub- 
lication. It  has  its  philatelic  section,  in  which 
various  matters  connected  with  Spanish 
stamps  and  the  Spanish  postal  service  are 
discussed,  and  we  are  pleased  to  observe  the 
name  of  our  esteemed  correspondent,  Senor 
Pardo  de  Figrueroa,  among  the  contrilmtors. 
We  can  cordially  recommend  this  journal 
to  those  amonor  our  renders  who  understand 
the  language  in  which  it  is  written. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  MEXICAN  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  **Thb  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

SiK, — I  have  not  seen  it  noticed  in  The  Sfamp' 
Collector' K  Mtuffziae  that  a  difference  exutts  amonj?  the 
current  Mexican  stamps.  I  have  one  set  marked 
**Mazatlan/'  and  dated  1868,  which  has  no  dot  after  the 
noraeral  of  value;  whilst  another  set,  marked  "Vera 
CruK,"  and  dated  1869  and  1870,  has  a  dot  after  every 
numeral  of  value  throu}?hout  the  set.  I  do  not  perceive 
any  other  difference  between  the  stamps. 

I  am,  &c.) 

Liverpool.  £. 

NEW  VARIETIES. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collectok*8  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — In  The  &tnmp-CoUector* »  Jdagnzine  for 
August,  1870,  is  a  notice  of  the  30  c.  brown  French  having 
the  disc  covered  with  horizontal  lines.  I  have  lately  got 
a  40  c.  laureated  with  lines,  but  perpendicfilar.  I  have 
also  a  5  kr.  Austrian  with  markings  similar  to  this  30 
WTitiraes. 

In  a  friend's  collection  I  lately  saw  a  Id.  Natal  with 
PObTAGS  surcharged  in  Gothic  type,  instead  of  Roman. 


Should  the  foregoing  be  new  to  you,  yoq  would  much 
oblige  me  by  inserting  this  in  the  April  number. 

Tours  faithfully, 
Clifton,  W.  E.  C 

THE  LIBERIAN  STAMPS,  &c. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir,— The  writer  on  the  "  Head  and  Figure  of 
Liberty  Stamps,"  in  your  last  number,  omitted  noticing 
the  interesting  impressions  of  Liberia,  whereon  the  per- 
sonitication,  in  adaition  to  her  normal  shield  (which  has 
rather  the  appearance  of  Fortune's  wheel)  and  the  cap  of 
liberty,  has  oorrowed  the  spear  of  Minerva.  The  inter- 
polation of  the  current  Spanish  is  quite  a  miiitake: 
the  head  decidedly  symbolizes  the  country,  as  evidenced 
hy  the  castellated  crown,  totally  anomalous  on  a  head  of 
Liberty.  'J  he  Cuba  stamps  in  present  use  may  be  added 
with  more  propriety. 

Your  correspondent  on  the  halfpenny  wrapper  seema 
unaware  that  all  the  bands  at  present  issued  at  the  post- 
offices  bear  the  rosettes,  the  date  not  having  been  im- 
pres-ed  since  the  e«rly  emission. 

Johnson  gives  the  meaning  of  the  word  epud  to  be 
**a  short  knife."  The  term  is  applied  to  a  tool  used 
to  grub  up  weeds. 

Yours  obediently, 

Loudon.  PHILATELIST. 


BADEN  AND   WURfEMBURG   POST  CARDS. 
To  the  Editor  of  "  The  Stamp- Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir,— I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  Baden  18 
kreuzer  adhesive,  and  the  6  kreuzer  envelope  (bhie),  are 
out  of  Use, — at  least  I  have  asked  for  them  at  the  post, 
and  they  say  they  have  not  got  them. 

I  do  not  understand  what  Mr.  Ovcry  Taylor  or  M. 
Moena  mean  by  saying  ihat  there  is  a  Baden  post-card 
with  a  stamp  on  it.  I  have  only  seen  cards  without  a 
stamp,  but  provided  with  a  place  for  one ;  and  of  these  I 
send  you  herewith  a  specimen.  Thejr  can  now  be  sent  to 
England,  France,  Belgium,  and  Switzerland;  but  you 
have  to  put  a  9  kreuzer  stamp  on  for  England  and  France, 
and  a  7  Icreuzer  for  Belgium. 

There  are  two  post-cards  in  Wurtemburg,  one  embossed 
with  a  1  kreuzer  stamp,  and  the  other  witn  a  3  kreuzer. 
I  have  not  yet  seen  a  card  without  a  stamp,  but  I  intend 
goin^  to  Wurtemburg  soon,  and  will  then  make  inquiries, 
and  inform  vou  of  the  result. 

I  expect  the  new  German  stamps  will  come  into  use  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1872. 

I  remain,  yours  trulv, 

Carhruhe,  ¥,  H.  SMYTHE. 


THE  HALFPENNY  NEWSPAPER  WRAPPER. 
To  the  Editor  of  "Tub  Stamp-Collectgr's  Magazine." 

De.\r  Sir, — By  the  time  you  receive  this  note,  you  will 
no  doubt  have  discovereil  that  your  correspondent,  "J  C," 
of  ^fanche^tter,  was  mistaken  in  his  supposition  about  the 
halfpenny  wrapper.  The  "  variety "  with  the  conven- 
tional heraldic  rose,  in  place  of  the  "1-10-70"  is  aa 
much  a  government  issue  as  the  other.  The  post-office 
officials,  doubtless  thought  it  a  very  needless  piece  of 
work  to  alter  the  dates  on  such  an  insignificant  tning  as 
the  die  of  a  halfpenny  wrapper  (for  altered  they  would 
have  been,  aa  surely  as  the  penny  envelope  is  altered), 
and  so  bethought  themselves  of  the  expedient  of  doing 
away  with  the  date  altogether,  and  putting  in  its  place 
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the  national  emblem.  In  many  of  the  larger  towns  the 
stock  of  dated  wrappers  is  alre;i*dy  exhausted.  Here,  in 
Birmingham,  there  art*  no  wrappers  on  sale  at  the  genenil 
post  otMce  but  the  undated  o)ie.t ;  and  the  dated  ones  can 
only  be  obtained  at  some  of  the  small  local  offices,  where 
the  demand  has  not  been  sufficient  to  exhaust  the  original 
stock.  The  same  thing  occurs  with  regard  to  the  post- 
cards; for,  although  the  general  office  here  has  long 
since  ceased  to  issue  the  Air//*?  cards,  yet  they  are  the  only 
ones  to  be  had  at  some  of  the  smaller  offices. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Birmingham,  R.  B.  E. 

THE  HEAD  OX  THE  SPANISH  STAMPS 
OF   1870  AND   1871. 

To  Hie  Editor  o/^Thr  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Deau  Sir,-  I  have  just  read  in  No.  98  of  your  ex- 
cellent journal,  Mr.  Cavell's  article  entitled  "  Head  and 
Figure  of  Liberty  Stamps : "  you  are  ouite  right  in  ex- 
pressing, in  your  foot-note  to  that  article,  your  doubt  as 
to  whether  the  goddess  of  Liberty  was  interuled  to  be 
represented  by  the  head  on  the  current  Spanish  stamps. 
The  following  are  the  facts  relative  to  the  meaning  and 
the  adoption  of  this  design  : — 

Shortly  after  the  fall  of  Isabella  IT.,  and  the  revolution 
of  1868,  the  provisional  government  consulted  the 
Academy  of  History —one  of  the  most  respi'ctable  literary 
and  scientific  corporations  in  Spain— upon  the  choice  of  an 
allegorical  representation  of  the  country.  A  commission 
anpointed  by  the  Academy,  and  consisting  of  Messieurs 
OWaga,  Fernandez  Guen-a,  Ro8sell,and  Saavedra,  prop<  sed 
(and  their  proposition  was  appi-ovcd  by  the  government) 
that  the  symbol  of  Spain  should  be  a  figure  similar  to 
those  which  are  depicted  on  the  Emperor  Adrijui's  medals ; 
that  is  to  say,  a  matron,  seated,  with  an  olive  branch  in 
her  right  hand  and  a  crown  on  her  head,  in  token  of  the 
national  sovereignty.  This  figure  is  represented  in  full- 
length  on  the  Spanish  impressed  revenue  stamp  ;  and  on 
the  newly-struck  coins,  as  also  on  the  lately  emitted  Cuban 
postage  stamps.  The  head  alone  forms  the  grotesque 
ornament  of  my  country's  stamps. 

M.  Moeus  was  right  when  he  observed  in  his  journal, 
Le  Timbre-  Poste^  so  long  since  as  December,  18iJ9,  that 
**  the  effigy  of  which  we  speak  might  be  taken  at  a 
distance  lor  the  head  of  Lioerty,  whilst  in  faot  it  re- 
presents Spain  under  an  allegorical  figure." 

Trusting  this  information  may  be  of  use. 
I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

MARIANO  PAKDO  DE  FIGUEBOA. 

Medina  Sidonia, 


MR    STOURTON'S  REPLY  TO  FENTONIA. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir,— Fentonia's  reasoning,  so  far  as  I  understand  it, 
is  curious.  The  lady  denies  that  aiareais  is  a  Latin 
word,  merely  because  it  has  a  Greek  equivalent  in 
Bialpfffit.  Fentonia  might  just  as  well  attempt  to  assert 
that  the  words  ** geography"  and  "subterranean" 
were  not  English,  but,  respectively,  Greek  and  Latin,  be- 
cause they  are  derived  from  those  two  languages.  Surely, 
while  professing  to  correct  me,  she  might  have  avoided 
that  non  seouitur  line  of  argument. 

One  would  have  thought,  too.  that  Messrs.  Pemberton 
and  Atlee  had  harped  enough  on  that  unfortunate 
"  youngest  reader"  string,  without  Fentonia's  wandering 
from  her  disquisition  on  German  and  Anglo-German 
grammarians,  for  the  purpose  of  recurring  to  it.  Having 
been  educated  at  Westminster,  a  public  school,  second  to 
none  in  the  kingdom,  that  has  turned  out  such  men  as 


Dryden,  Ben  Jonson,   Cowper,  Southey,  and  (its  nam- 
bers  being  considered)  more  eminent  men  than  any  other 

Eublic  sciiool,  I  am  the  belter  able  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
entonia's  remark  as  to  my  not  having  been  educated  at 
Eton  ;  at  the  same  time  I  would  remark  that  my  hav-ing 
forgotten — after  a  la^ise  of  some  ten  years — the  proso«ly 
part  of  the  L^itin  grammar,  does  not  necessarily  imply 
that  I  am  a  "raw  student,"  still  less  that  I  should  be 
perplexed  by  such  a  word  as  dia*  esin. 

Never  having  studied  Gennan,  I  am  quite  unable  to 
answer  the  question  put  to  me  by  Fentonia,  concerning 
accents  used  in  that  language. 

The  lady  again  jumps  to  a  wrong  conclusion  when  she 
asserts  that  I  had  not  a  single  forged  specimen  of  the 
Geneva  or  Zurich  stamps  to  compare  the  genuine  ^n-ith,  jw 
1  had  two  forgeries  of  the  10  c.  double  cantonal,  by  far 
the  most  important,  because  the  rarest  of  the  Greneva 
stamps.  What  1  said  in  mv  letter  (published  in  the 
February  number)  was,  that  1  had  none  of  the  5  c.  can- 
tonal stamps  (which  are  much  more  easily  to  be  met  with. 
than  the  double  stamp)  to  compare  the  genuine  with. 

Fentonia  is  also  mistaken  in  shpposing  tieuta  to  be  a 
Greek  word  ;  this  time  she  is  wrong,  without  the  shadow 
of  a  douht,  as  it  is  not  even  derived  from  the  Greek,  the 
nearest  approach  to  it  being  the  wordrprjuui,  which,  I  need 
hirdl  V  say,  has  quite  a  difterent  signitication.  I  am  sorrv 
tlmt  Fentonia  d«»es  not  consider  tr^tna  to  be  a  FrencK 
word,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in  every  French  dictionary  I 
have  looked. 

I  a-n,  Sir,  yours  faithfullv, 

Londm.  '         J.  M.  STOURTON. 

ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

I  Mr.  Max  Joseph.— The  differences  in  the  shades  of 
the  current  Austrian  stamps  were  duly  chronicled  in  oar 
last  volume  (p.  122). 

Mrs.  E.,  Liverpool.— We  are  obliged  for  your  information 
respecting  the  wrapper ;  you  will  obser\'e  that  our  speeu- 
lation  of  last  month  has  called  forth  several  replies. 

K.  M.,  University  Club,  Dublin.— The  French  fire 
centimes  laureated  was  never  issued,  nor  have  we  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  see  a  proof;  if  we  are  to  Ixdieve  a  report 
which  is  now  afioat,  the  whole  of  the  stock  haa  been 
destroyed. 

E.  §.,  Wilton  Tower,  near  Darlington. — The  undated 
halfpenny  wrapper  being  now  in  general  use,  is  not  rarer 
than  the  dated  variety,  and  probably  in  time  the  latter 
will  become  somewhat  scarce. — The  thin-lined  2d.  is  not 
rarer  than  the  thick-lined. 

A.  W.  S.,  Cheltenham. — Both  Levranlt  and  the  editor 
of  Oppen's  album  are  in  error  as  to  the  value  of  the 
auattrino.  100  quattrini  were  worth  about  I  f .  40  c. 
The  value  of  the  1  uscan  lira  was  84  centimes  (say  8Jd.), 
and  it  contained  60  quattrini,  therefore  five  are  worth 
7  centimes. 

F.  H.  S.,  Carlsruhe. — We  reproduce,  in  another 
column,  your  information  respecting  the  Baden  and  Wur- 
tembur^  post-cards. — Both  varieties  of  the  halfpenny 
wrapper  should  be  collected ;  the  field-post  envelopes  are 
collectable  d  discretion. — Do  you  know  what  ia  to  be  the 
design  of  the  new  German  stamps? 

J.  C,  3Ianchester. — We  r^ret,  equally  with  yourself, 
our  unqualified  publication  of  the  suggestion  enianating 
from  you  respecting  the  halfpenny  wrapper,  which  de- 
cidedly deserves  the  epithet  "sensible"— commendation 
which  it  is  difficult  to  apply  to  the  course  adopted  by  the 
post-office.— There  is  nothing  surprising  in  your  receipt 
of  a  letter  from  Paris  bearing  the  imperial  stamps  on  it; 
those  of  the  republic  are  now  scarce. 
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RAMPONT  V.  THEISZ. 

It  is  not  often  that  the  fate  of  a  governraeut 
is  intimatelj  connected  with  the  delivery  of 
letters.  A  despatch  written  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  may  plunge  two 
countries  into  war;  the  maladministration 
of  the  army  or  navy  may  cause  the  fall  of  a 
ministry ;  the  expediency  of  educating?  the 
children  of  the  gutter  may  become  a  cabinet 
question;  but,  amidst  the  turmoil  of  dis- 
cussion which  such  matters  may  cause,  the 
post-office  continues  to  perform  its  daily 
round  of  functions  undisturbed,  and  the 
postmaster  is,  at  any  rate,  at  ease  respecting 
his  department.  He,  too,  may  be  displaced, 
but  the  machinery  of  the  post-office  is  not 
disarranged  by  his  full, — Jones  comes  in  and 
Brown  goes  out,  but  the  post  works  on  for 
ever.  In  France,  however,  recent  events 
have  drawn  marked  attention  to  the  post- 
office  ;  the  interruption  of  its  service  in  the 
capital  has  been  at  once  the  indication  and  the 
result  of  serious  disturbances,  and  the  post- 
master who  might  have  been  content  to  rest 
on  the  peaceful  laurels  gained  during  the 
siege,  finds  greatness  thrust  upon  him.  All 
the  world  is  talking  about  M.  Rampont  and 
the  pretender  to  his  chair,  M.  Tbeisz,  the 
"chaser  of  metals'*  as  he  is  termed,  with 
quaintly  expressed  scorn,  by  certain  news- 
paper correspondents,  and  we  would  wager 
that  their  caries  de  visite  would  find  a  ready 
sale  anywhere. 

The  action  of  the  contending  postmasters 
has  had  no  slight  effect  in  discontenting  the 
Parisians  with  the  Communal  regime,  and  as 
it  illustrates  also  a  curious  page  in  postal 
history,  ifc  deserves,  we  think,  more  than  a 
passing  notice  in  these  columns.  Perhaps 
before  these  lines  see  the  light,  the  whole 
affair  will  be  but  a  memory  of  the  past ;  but 
to-day,  whilst  wo  write,  the  telegram  from 
the  chief  of  the  executive,  announcing  a 
fight  yesterday  (3rd  April),  in  front  of  Ver- 
sailles is  being  cried  in  the  street,  and  it  is 
not  yet  certain  whether  M.  Rampont  or  the 
chaser  of  metals  will  remain  master  of  the 
Parisian  post-oflice. 

M.  Rampont,  let  us  explain  at  starting, 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Paris  during 
the  siege,  whilst  M.  Stcenackers  directed  the 


provincial  service.  Who,  or  what  M. 
Rampont  had  been  before  is  not  known,  but 
he  certainly  showed  himself  to  be  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place,  and  wo  philatelists 
may  thank  him  for  having  brought  into  use 
again  the  fine  old  stamps  of  1848.  Of  his 
genevaX  capacity  the  following  extract  from 
The  Dailj/  News  (Paris  correspondence,  31 
March,  1871),  is  no  inapt  testimony. 

Let  me  say,  in  passing,  that  M.  Rampont  is  one  of  the 
ablest  public  servants  in  France.    \\u  management  of  the 

Eost-office  during  the  »iege  reflects  the  greatest  honour  oa 
irn.  lie  is  full  of  ideas,  and  ho  was  most  energetic  in 
working  them  out.  The  balloon  service  and  the  pigeon 
service  which  he  established  were  the  most  successful  en- 
terprises of  the  siege,  and  will  make  him  a  name  in  his- 
tory. If  he  remain  in  office  he  will  no  doubt  perfect  the 
postal  service,  and  correct  the  many  deticiencies  which 
Frenchmen  perhaps  .do  not  see,  but  which  we  Euglish, 
who  live  under  a  better  system,  keenly  feel. 

Of  his  adversary,  Monsieur  Theisz,  abso- 
lutely nothing  is  known,  beyond  the  bare  fact 
that  he  is  a  **chaser  of  metals,'*  an  occupation 
which  does  not  imply  any  special  qualifica- 
tion for  the  management  of  the  post-office. 
"  Citizen  "  Theisz  has  come  to  the  surface 
with  the  Commune,  and,  unless  events  take 
a  very  unexpected  turn,  is  likely  to  sink  back 
into  obscurity  with  his  socialist  friends  ;  stilf 
ho  has  for  the  moment  made  his  mark,  and 
his  pertinacious  insistance  shows  him  to  be 
quite  as  resolute  a  man  in  his  way  as  M. 
Rampont. 

Of  his  struggle  for  possession  of  the  post- 
office,  the  following  seem  to  be  the  leading 
facts.  On  Monday,  the  27th  March,  the  day 
after  the  Paris  elections  (we  are  quoting 
from  Le  Solr),  M.  Rampont  received  the  visit 
of  Citizen  Theisz,  member  of  the  committee, 
and  municipal  councillor,  elected  by  the  12th 
and  18th  arrondissements.  The  Citizen 
Theisz  was  the  bearer  of  a  little  paper,  with 
the  committee's  stamp  on  it,  whereon  was 
written  an  order,  conceived  in  something 
like  the  following  terms : — 

In  view  of  the  disorganisation  at  present  existing  in 
the  postal  service,  and. 

Considering  that  it  is  needful  to  provide  for  the  super- 
cession  of  the  present  administrator. 

The  Citizen  Theisz  is  charged  with  the  direction  of  the 
postal  service. 

M.  Rampont  was  expecting  this  visit ;  a 
week  previously  he  had  read  in  the  Cri  dti 
Peuple  some  lines  announcing  the  nomination 
of  M.  Theisz  to  the  postmaster-generalship. 
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and  since  then,  a  number  of  national  guards, 
among  others  M.  Theisz's  two  brothers,  had 
been  to  inquire  for  the  new  director^  and 
had  found  the  door  closed. 

M.  Rampont,  after  he  had  deciphered  the 
little  document,  replied  coldly  that  he  did 
not  recognise  the  committee,  and  that  he 
considered  as  null  and  void  the  order  of 
which  Citizen  Theisz  was  the  bearer. 

"  If  the  elected  municipal  council,**  added 
M.  Rampont, "  thinks  proper  to  encroach  upon 
the  prerogatives  of  the  executive  power,  and 
of  the  Versailles  Assembly, — if  that  council 
thinks  it  inght  and  proper  to  revoke  my  ap- 
pointment, I  shall  then  see  what  I  have  to 
say.  I  will  only  observe  to  you,  Monaieu/r, 
that  the  disorganisation  of  which  the  com- 
mittee speaks  does  not  exist,  and  that  the 
postal  service  is  the  only  public  one  which 
has  not  suffered  by  present  events.*' 

Be  it  so,  politely  rejoined  Citizen  Theisz, 
but  I  can  assure  you  in  advance  that  the 
Commune  will  not  recognise  the  Versailles 
government,  and  that  it  will  have  to  decide 
whether  it  ought  to  maintain  you  at  the  head 
of  the  post-office. 

M.  Rampont  replied  that  these  gentlemen 
of  the  Commune  did  not  at  all  hold  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  their  Officiel  journal, 
wherein  they  had  published  a  decree  revoking 
all  such  ministerial  employSs  as  might  be 
absent  from  their  post  on  the  25tli  March. 
Having  himself  never  quitted  the  hotel  des 
posies,  he  considered  his  revocation  as  null 
and  void,  and  he  further  declared  he  would 
only  give  up  when  real  force  should  be  em- 
ployed. 

M.  Theisz  then  retired,  and  did  not  re- 
appear, but  the  Versailles  government  having 
declared  that  every  employe  serving  the 
commune  would  forfeit  his  post,  and  the 
Communal  Officid  of  the  29th  March  con- 
taining a  decree,  according  to  which  the  dif- 
ferent public  services  must  consider  the 
orders  of  the  government  of  Versailles  as 
void,  M.  Rampont  no  longer  hesitated.  He 
started  for  Versailles  yesterday,  with  the 
whole  of  the  materiel,  and  has  there  es- 
tablished his  head  office,  leaving  the  federals 
to  get  out  of  the  mess  the  best  way  they 
can. 

M.  Theisz  has  issued  his  version,  to  the 


effect  that  his  opponent  had  agreed  pro- 
visionally to  remain  in  Paris,  and  that  he  bad 
run  away,  in  breach  of  his  agreement.  Se 
that  as  it  may,  the  departure  of  M.  Rampont 
has  caused  the  utmost  annoyance  in  Paris, 
and  has  done  a  great  deal  to  discredit  the 
Commune.  To  keep  the  Parisians  without 
their  letters  is  to  hit  them  in  their  weak^t 
point,  by  renewing  one  of  the  most  trouble- 
some incidents  of  the  siege,  and  this  at  a 
moment  when  commerce  was  just  reviving'. 
A  deputation  of  tnerchants  and  other» 
waited  on  the  commitee  to  remonstrate  on 
this  new  interruption  to  business,  and  so 
anxious  were  the  rulers  of  Paris  to  set  them- 
selves right  with  their  fellow-citizens,  that 
they  issued  a  notice  to  the  effect  that,  without 
recognising  Versailles,  they  would  be  willing 
to  come  to  some  arrangement  about  the  re- 
sumption of  the  postal  service ;  they  eTen* 
sent  some  of  their  friends  to  Versailles  to 
uegociate  for  the  neutralisation  of  the  post-' 
office,  but  without  effect.  At  the  present 
moment,  therefore,  letters  for  Paris  are  ad* 
dressed  poste-resiante,  Versailles,  and  those 
who  can  get  out  go  there  and  claim  them, 
but  the  claimants  are  few. 

The  Paris  postmen  themselves  are  in  a 
curious  position,  as  the  following  letter,  os^ 
tensibly  emanating  from  one  of  their  number; 
in  which  a  real  grievance  is  detailed,  will* 

prove. 

Pakis,  2nd  April,  1871. 

Sir, — The  spirit  in  which  the  Petit  Journal  ia  con-» 
ducted  is  so  full  of  g^ood  sense  and  moderation,  that  I  do' 
not  hesitate  to  confide  to  you  the  strange  perplexity  into 
which  I  have  fallen  during  the  last  few  days. 

A  postman  for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  and  haring 
submitted  to  the  monthly  deductions,  which  are  to  form 
my  superannuation  pension,  what  must  I  do  to  perform 
my  duties  as  employ^,  and  also  as  husband  and  father  ? 
If  I  obey  Versailles,  I  am  discharged  in  Paris ;  and  if  I 
place  myself  under  the  flag  of  the  Commune,  I  lose  my 
right  to  a  pension. 

My  box.  a  veritable  Pandora's  box,  is  bo  destitate  of 
letters,  that  even  hope  does  not  hide  in  it. 

However  «asy  it  may  appear  to  do  the  woric  of  a  post- 
man, you  would  not  believe,  sir,  how  much  dexterity  ia 
required  in  order  to  sort  the  letters  at  the  chief  office. 
We  do  not  simply  make  our  rounds  in  our  respective 
quarters,  we  have  to  prepare  for  the  distribution  before 
the  break  of  day,  and  there  pass  through  our  hands,  lettov 
from  Calcutta,  Rome,  St.  Petersburg,  &c.,  A». 

I  don't  know  how  our  improvised  successors  will  get 
out  of  the  muddle.  Members  of  the  Commune  can  be 
improvised,  were  they  Chinese ;  so  also  generals  of  di- 
vision extra-muros,  and  even  postmasters-  general ;  but  not 
postmen.  We  are  at  once  the  hands  and  the  movement 
of  the  great  postal  clock,  and  to  exercise  our  modest 
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fbnctions,  a  pretty  lon|  apprenticeship  in  rcquirpd.  As 
for  me,  I  am  so  fond  of  mr  profeitsion,  that  I  make  niv 
rounds  every  morning  with*  my  empty  box,  and  chat  with 
the  eoneitrgts  of  the  unUtiertH  houses. 

How  long  will  it  be  before  I  cany  news  of  a  son  to  his 
mother ;  of  a  wife  to  her  husband ;  of  a  daughter  to  her 
father ;  to  aay  nothing  of  the  registered  letters,  which 
bring  abundance  to  the  hearth,  and  aid  in  the  keeping  of 
■acred  engagements?  My  natural  goodness  makes  me 
deplore  the  lot  of  my  favourite  receivers,  and  forget  all 
the  evils  of  my  own  position. 

A  word  of  advice,  if  you  please,  and  you  will  fi-ee  me 
from  many  a  torment  now  and  hereaTicr. 

Zephyrin,  Man  of  Letter^ 

Street  of  the  Four  Winds. 

The  plaintive  Zephyrin  and  his  friends 
will,  let  ns  hope,  preserve  their  pensions,  and 
meanwhile  thej  might  earn  an  honest  penny 
by  constituting  themselves  nnoflScial  letter- 
carriers  to  the  provinces. 

To  get  letters  in  or  oat  of  Paris,  vanons 
plans  are  now  resorted  to.  The  pa.senger 
trains  still  mn  between  Paris  and  the  de- 
partments, or,  at  any  rate,  between  Paris 
and  the  north  of  B'rance,  and  of  coarse  every 
traveller  brings  oat  letters  and  jonmals.  The 
engine-drivers  are  making  a  fine  harvest, 
as  a  good  many  letters  are  handed  to  them 
for  delivery  at  one  end  or  the  other,  and 
their  postal  rates  are  high.  A  third  means  of 
communication  came  to  our  knowledge  only 
to-day,  A  manufacturer  in  the  town  whence 
we  write,  received  a  rather  large  case  by 
passenger  train  from  Paris,  with  a  request 
written  on  the  upper  side  that  it  might  be 
opened  immediately.  The  recipient  com- 
plied with  the  request,  and  found  the  sole 
contents  of  the  case  to  be  a  letter  from  the 
sender,  containing  an  order  for  goods,  of 
which  he  was  in  pressing  need. 

In  Paris  itself,  M.  Theisz,  if  we  may  believe 
his  proclamation,  is  engaged  in  organising 
the  interior  service,  and  hopes  soon  to  get 
it  in  order,  whilst  the  Commune,  in  its  pro- 
clamation respecting  the  fighting  on  the  2nd 
instant,  piteously  exclaimn  that  the  Versailles 
people,  after  depriving  them  of  their  letters, 
have  gone  to  the  extremity  of  using  force. 
The  importance  thus  attached  to  the  stoppage 
of  the  service,  though  great,  is  not  exagger- 
ated, and  when  contemporary  history  is 
hereafler  studied,  it  will,  we  think,  be  ad- 
mitted that  nothing  weakened  the  power  of 
the  Commune  more  than  the  appointment  to 
the  postmastership  of  Citizen  Theisz,  vice 
Hampont,  run  away. 


THE   PERUVIAN   STAMPS. 

(I'ranslated  from  L$  Timbre-Postey  February,  1871.) 
{Continued  from  page  61.) 

We  now  arrive  at  the  series  of  stamps  in 

relief,  struck  by  M.  Lecocq*s  machine.   Great 

preparations  were  made  for  the  reception  of 

this  machine,  which  came  from  Paris.     Its 

arrival  is  announced  in  the  following  terms  : 

Post-office  Departmeut. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1862,  took  place  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Lecocq  machine,  for  the  fabrication  of  stamps, 
which  machine  had  been  ordered  in  Paris. 
^  I  opened  the  case  containing  the  two  matrices  of  the  1 
dinero  and  1  peseta  in  the  presence  of  the  emphye*^  and 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  I  deposited  them  in 
the  safe  of  tlie  administration,  placing  with  them  the 
sealed  document  containing  the  secrets  marks  of,  and  re- 
marks on  the  stamps. 

That  the  fabrication  may  be  accompanied  with  all  the 
necessary  precautions,  the  director  of  the  posts,  using  the 
authority  which  is  conferred  on  him  by  the  12th  article 
of  the  supreme  decree  of  the  I9lh  October,  1857,  and 
other  dispositions  relative  to  the  fabrication  of  stamps, 
establishes  the  following  instructions,  to  avoid  all  abuse. 

1. — ^The  machine  shall  be  deposited  in  a  safe  and  iso- 
lated place,  well  covered  in  to  pres<rve  it  from  damp. 

2. — The  printing  of  the  stamps  shall  be  confided  to  a 
competent  person,  on  clearly-denned  terms,  and  on  condi- 
tion that  he  shall  execute  any  repairs  which  the  machine 
may  require,  at  his  own  cost. 

3. — Whenever  it  shall  be  necessary  to  nrint  a  supply  of 
stamps,  the  matrix  shall  be  taken  out  or  its  case  in  pre- 
sence of  the  secretary'  to  the  treasury,  and  handed  to  the 
person  by  whom  it  has  to  be  used.  The  same  formalities 
shall  be  observed  on  replacing  the  matrix  in  the  case. 

4. — Pursuant  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  decree  cited,  a 
memorandum  of  the  number  of  stamps  worked  oflT  e{u;h 
day  shall  be  entered  in  a  special  register ;  such  note  shsll 
be  signed  by  the  ekef  de  nervia^  the  contractor,  and  the 
^mployi  charged  to  su[»erintend  the  impression,  in  the 
pi^esence  and  with  the**  intervention  "  (««?.)  of  the  secre- 
t«try  to  the  treasury, who  shall  be  present  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  shall  take  note  of  the  quantity  fiimished,  St 
which  he  shall  make  out  a  certificate. 

5. — Stamps  which  from  any  cause  whatever  may  be 
spoilt,  and  stamps  printed  in  excess  of  the  quantity  re- 
quired—which quantity  should  altirays  be  a  round  num- 
ber— must  be  burnt. 

6.— A  numbered  bulletin  of  each  working,  signed  by 
the  contractor,  and  countersigned  neccording  to  the  rules 
laid  down  by  article  4,  shall  be  handed  to  the  director. 

7. — The  contractor,  to  protect  his  personal  responsi- 
bility, may  envelop  the  matrices  in  a  sheet  of  paper 
sealed  with  his  private  seal. 

8. — The  deposit  of  the  stamps  with  the  cashier  shall 
be  declared  on  the  bulletin  referred  to  in  art.  6. 

9.— Only  the  workmen  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
place  where  the  stamps  are  printed.  It  is  forbidden  to 
introduce  therein  either  strangers,  relations,  or  friends. 

10. — The  department  will  deeide  on  the  tj-pe  of  the 
stamps  to  be  printed,  and  the  colours,  reserving  to  itself 
the  right  to  inspect  at  its  pleasure  the  execution  of  tht 
work,  and,  in  short,  taking  all  necessary  steps  to  ensure  a 
proper  check  being  kept. 

11.— The  employ^  charged  with  the  superintendence  of 
the  work  shall  take  oath  to  do  his  duty  faithfully. 
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12. — When  the  contractor  shall  have  completed  the 
quantity  of  stamps  he  is  engraged  to  print,  bw  security 
shall  be  returned  to  him,  and  he  shall  be  paid  what  is 
due  to  him. 

Lastly,  as  fo^at  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  depart- 
ment will  be. reposed  in  those  charged  with  the  work,  it  is 
hoped  that  all  tne  foregoing  regulations  will  be  carefully 
observed. 

(Signed)  Dayila.. 

We  bave  nothing  to  add  to  our  former 
article  respecting  this  emission,  if  it  be  not 
the  announcement  made  by  Le  Timhrophile 
of  the  existence  of  a  1  dinero  red,  "  of  which 
the  arms  are  by  mistake  struck  upside 
down."  For  us,  who  have  seen  Lecocq*s 
machine  at  work  in  Brussels,  it  is  difficult  to 
explain  how  such  an  erreiir  d'impression  was 
possible.  To  believe,  we  should  like  to  touch 
these  stamps — for  M.  Mahe  says  he  has  seen 
several. 

The  official  documents  do  not  speak  of  the 

1866-7   series,   engraved   by  the  American 

Bank-Note  Company.     We  wrote  to  Lima 

inquiring  the  reason,  and  got  the  following 

reply  :j 

No  mention  is  made  of  the  5,  10,  and  20  cents,  stamp, 
engraved  at  New  York,  because  they  were  ordered  during 
the  dictature,  all  whose  acts  were  illegal,  and,  conse- 
quently, null. 

This  answer  seems  to  us  so  logical  that 
we  have  no  comment  to  make  on  it. 

The  letter  rate  having  been  reduced  by 
one  halt*  from  the  1st  January,  1861,  between 
the  towns  of  Lima,  Callao,  and  Chorillos, 
recourse  was  had — pending  the  arrival  of 
the  5  centavos  ordered  of  the  American 
Bank-Note  Company — to  a  half  stamp  of  the 
1  dinero  red  (the  dinero  equalling  10  cen- 
tavos), until  the  5th  June,  18G6,  at  which  date 
the  5  c.  green  were  put  in  circulation.  The  10 
cent,  red  and  20  cent,  brown  appeared  about 
the  middle  of  the  year  180 7,  and  are  too  well 
known  to  need  special  remark. 

The  Peruvian  dictature  having  probably 
met  with  *'  its  Sedan,*'  there  comes  to  hand 
one  fine  day  a  green  1  dinero,  identical  in 
design  with  the  red  stamp  of  the  same  value. 
Every  one  in  the  philatelic  world  inquires 
about  this  stamp  from  every  one  else,  and 
each  replies,  as  in  the  Dame-Blanche,  "  I 
cannot  understand  it  at  all." 

M.  Mahe  learns  that  an  earthquake  had 
taken  place  in  Peru — which  was  the  cause  of 
the  emission, — and   without  losing  time  he 


gives  the  news  in  his  journal  without  any 

reserve.     This  is  history,  therefore   let  us 

give  the  information  verbatim. 

We  have  now  the  exnlanation  of  the  change  in  the 
stamps.  The  plates  of  tne  5,  10,  and  20  centavos,  and 
those  of  the  fiscal  stamps  enzraved  b^  the  American 
Bank-Note  Comnany,  were  all  destroyed  in  the  last  earth- 
quake. It  has  been  necessary  then,  pending  the  prepa- 
ration of  fresh  plates,  to  have  recourse  to  the  old  type, 
and  it  required  but  little  time  or  labour  to  get  ready  a 
sufficient  supply  of  stamps. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  earthquake 
caused  some  singular  effects  in  Peru.  It 
respects  at  Lima  the  Lecoeq  machine  de- 
posited there,  and  at  New  York,  where  it 
was  not  felt,  it  destroys  in  the  workshops  of 
the  American  Bank- No  to  Company  the  plates 
of  the  5,  10,  and  20  cent,  stamps,  no  doubt 
because  they  belonged  to  the  Peruvian  post 
office ! 

On  the  18th  July,  1868,  the  director- 
general  of  the  post  addressed  the  following 
circular  to  the  post  offices  : 

Lima,  18th  July,  1868. 
(Circular,  No.  63.) 

New  postage  stamps  have  been  fabricated  by  the 
machine  possessed  by  the  post  office,  which  stamps  have 
the  relief  white  and  the  frame  green.  Persons  who  pos- 
sess the  old  stamps  with  white  relief  and  carmine  frame 
may  exchange  them  at  any  post  office  against  those  of  the 
new  emission.  After  the  month  of  August  next  prepay- 
ment by  means  of  the  old  stamps  will  not  be  allowed. 

I  have  to  announce  also  that  the  stamps  termed  ^fiscal 
stamps^  issued  during  the  dictature,  will  not  be  any  longer 
accepted  in  payment  of  postage,  neither  will  those  preri- 
ously  issued,  and  intended  to  be  used  as  reoeipts  of 
taxes  paid. 

I  address  yon  these  instructions  for  your  guidance,  and 
that  you  may  acquaint  the  public  with  them  by  means  of 
placards,  ana,  further,  that  you  may  inform  your  subordi- 
nates. 

God  guard  you. 

Jose  Datila.  CoxpsMARnr. 

The  green  1  dinero  stamp  has  never  been 
perforated,  as  had  been  reported,  neither 
have  there  ever  been  any  half  or  one  peso 
stamps  of  this  type  issued. 

A  letter  addressed  on  the  1st  May,  1869, 
to  the  director-general  of  Lima,  by  the  min- 
ister, A.  Manuel  J.  Ferreyros,  decides  that 
all  the  stamps  shall  hencetorth  be  printed  by 
the  postal  department — hence  it  results  that 
the  contract  with  the  New  York  company  no 
longer  exists. 

In  the  letter  we  wrote  to  Lima  we  ex- 
pressed our  surprise  at  the  abandonment  of 
the  decimal  system  adopted  under  the  dicta- 
tui  e.     The  following  was  the  reply : 
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There  has  been  no  change  in  the  currency.  The  deci- 
mal system  had  been  established  it  is  true,  but  u  sol 
equals  100  centavoa,  whilst  a  peso  was  worth  only  80. 
Tne  sol  represents  6  pesetas  and  the  dinero  is  the  half 
of  a  peseta,  or  ten  centavos. 

Altliough  there  has  been  no  change  in  the 
money  we  still  see  that  the  peso  on  becoming 
a  sol  gains  20  per  cent,  in  value !  He  may  ex- 
plain who  can  the  sense  in  which  the  above 
passage  should  be  understood. 

The  fall  of  the  dictature  (M.  Mahe's 
earthquake)  having  entailed  the  disgi'ace  of 
the  New  York  company's  stamps,  which  were 
suppressed  by  a  decree  of  the  1st  May,  1869, 
the  postal  director  began  to  think  of  replacing 
the  6  c.  (llama)  green,  then  nearly  exhausted 
{the  10  c.  was  suppressed  in  consequence  of 
the  emission  of  the  1  dinero  green,  which  was 
its  equivalent),  whilst  still  leaving  the  20 
centavoa  brown  in  temporary  circulation. 

The  authorisation  to  that  effect  which  he 
solicited  from  the  minister  reached  him  in 
the  following  shape : 

Lima,  16th  September,  1869. 

To  the  Director-general  of  the  Post. 

On  the  proposal  made  by  you  relative  to  the  rate 
for  correspondence  between  this  capital,  Cajlao,  and 
Chorillos,  1  send  you  the  following  decree,  dated  the  4th 
of  this  month. 

'•  In  view  of  the  present  proposition  of  the  director- 
general  of  the  post,  the  decree  of  the  29th  December, 
I860,  is  apiin  put  in  force.  The  postage  of  letters  between 
lima,  Callao,  and  Chorillos  is  reduced  by  one  half,  con- 
sequently the  director-general  is  authorised  to  print 
posta^fe  stamps  of  0  centavos,  destined  for  the  prepayment 
of  such  postage." 

I  communicate  to  you  this  decree  for  your  information. 

God  guard  you. 

Ratael  Velarde. 

The  stamp  here  referred  to  is  the  one  re- 
produced in  No.  92  of  this 
journal.*  It  will  only  be 
definitely  put  in  circulation 
in  April,  1871 ;  never- 
theless, for  a  long  time 
past,  obliterated  specimens 
have  come  over. 

We  transcribe  the  sub- 
joined document  concerning  this  stamp,  in 
which  it  is  more  than  ever  question  of  secret 
marks. 

Post-oflBce, 

Lima,  12th  September,  1870. 
Pursuant  to  the  authorisation  conceded  to  me  by  the 
supreme  decree  of  the  18th  September,  1869,  to  prepare  6 

•  [And  in  No.  92  of  TJie  Stamp-ColUctoi*8  Magazine. 
We  reproduce  this  stamp  for  our  readers'  guidance.— Ed.] 


LIMA 


CINCO  CENTAVOS 


centavo  postage  stamps  for  the  pi"epavment  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  Lima,  CuUao,  and  Chorillos,  I  have 
hau  a  matrix  pre|)ared  whence  to  print  a  design,  containing, 
in  relief,  the  national  shield  in  the  centre,  with  the  words 
PORTE  FHANCo ;  the  representation  of  a  locomotive,  and 
the  words  lima— call.vo— chorillos  on  the  four  sidea. 
This  type  contains  secret  markc,  to  facilitate  the  dis- 
covery of  forgeries,  and  will  be  printed  by  means  of  the 
Lecocq  machine  kept  at  the  post-office.  Lastly,  the  im- 
pression will  be  in  carmine,  and  the  stamps  will  be  de  • 
posited  at  the  public  post  until  a  period  to  be  ulteriorly 
fixed ;  meanwhile,  the  green  5  cent,  stamps  will  serve  for 
the  same  purpose. 

(Signed)  Davila. 

Finding  nothing  mysterious  in  the  5 
centavos  of  the  new  type,  nor  in  any  of  the 
stamps  of  preceding  emission.s,  we  took  the 
liberty  to  inquire  from  Lima  in  what  the 
secret  mark:*  consisted.  We  were  answered 
that  '^  these  secret  marks  were  in  a  sealed 
envelope,  were  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
making  comparisons,  and  that,  therefore,  our 
request  for  information  could  not  be  com 
plied  with," 

We  are  puzzled  by  so  many  mysteries ; 
secret  marks  in  a  sealed  envelope,  hidden  in 
the  bottom  of  a  case  which  caniofc  bo  other 
than  secret,  which  case  is  itself  put  iu  an 
isolated  but  safe  spot.  Wo  are  almost  in- 
clined to  .offer  a  years'  subscription  to  Le 
Tlinhre-Foste  to  the  persons  who  may  pene- 
trate the  secret;  we  might,  perhaps,  thus 
satisfy  our  own  and  our  readers'  curiosity. 

The  return  of  the  1  dinero  brown  into  cir- 
culation is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the 
official  documents  which  have  been  com- 
municated to  us,  but  the  postmaster's  letter 
gives  the  following  stamps  as  now  in  use : 

5  centavos  red  (Lima-Callao,  <fec.),  printed 

by  the  Lecocq  machine. 

1  dinero  green  (old  type)     ditto. 

1  peseta  brown      ditto  ditto. 

The  5,  10,  and  20  c,  printed  in  New  York, 
will  likewise  be  accepted  until  the  stock  is 
exhausted  ;  the  post-office  only  delivers  the 
20  c.  brown,  and  even  that,  it  would  seem,  is 
replaced  in  certain  localities  by  the  1  peseta 
brown. 


The  Stath)nbh8  and  Envelope  Makers  are  agi- 
tating against  the  sale  of  the  halfpenny  post-cards  at  their 
facial  value,  alleging  that  it  constitutes  on  the  part  of  tho 
post-office  an  unfair  competition  with  the  stationers  in 
the  supply  of  envelopes.  We  doubt  the  success  of  the 
agitation,  as  this  is  a  case  in  which  private  interest  sht  uld 
certainly  yield  to  the  public  benefit.  The  only  way  to 
put  down  the  post-card  would  be  to  reduce  the  postage  on 
closed  letters  to  a  halfpenny. 
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PARAGUAY   AND   ITS  STAMPS. 


Aa  Paraguay  has  at  last  given  to  the  world 
a  bon&'fide  emissloa  of  postage  labels,  the 
writer  ttiinks  that  a  short  sketch  of  tbe 
country  itself,  and  of  tbe  pbilatfilic  im- 
positions nbich  have  been  fathered  npon  it, 
may  be  of  interest  to  collectors.  He  is 
compelled,  in  many  instances,  to  go  o?er 
well-trodden  paths,  bnt  as  his  wish  is  to 
make  this  a  complete  history  of  Paragaayan 
postage  stamps,  essays  and  falsities,  be  hopes 
his  tautology  will  be  excused. 

The  Republic  of  Paraguay  is  bounded  on 
the  south  by  the  Argentine  province  of  Gor- 
rientee,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  the  river 
Parana;  upon  the  north  and  east  of  Para- 
guay ia  the  empire  of  Brazil.  Tbe  Spaniards, 
Cabot,  Qarcia,  and  Cabeza  de  Vaca,  were  the 
first  to  discover  this  country,  which  they  did 
in  the  sixteenth  century.  In  the  year  1620, 
the  country  was  placed  nnder  the  rule  of  a 
Spanish  governor,  and  by  a  royal  grant, 
dated  8th  Angnst,  177C  (upon  forming  the 
viceroyship  of  Baenos  Ayres),  theaame  form 
of  government  was  renewed,  and  continued 
until  1811.  On  the  I4th  of  May,  tn  that 
year,  the  people  rose  against  the  Spanish, 
and  formed  a  provisional  government  com- 
posed of  three  persons  ;  the  following  June 
an  assembly  was  installed,  wbich  elected  a 
council  of  five  members,  at  the  same  time 
declaringitselfindiipendent  of  Baenos  Ayres. 
Sincethonithasbeenafree  and  distinct  nation. 

On  October  12th,  1813,  the  council  was 
dissolved,  and  in  its  place  two  consuls  were 
named,  one  of  them  being  Dr.  G^par 
Rodriguez  Francia,  and  the  other,  Dr. 
Fulgencio  Yegros.  The  latter  resigned  in 
1814,  and  on  the  30th  October  of  the  same 
year,  the  congress  named  Francia  dictator  of 
Paraguay  for  three  years  ;  in  181?  that  time 
was  extended,  and  from  then  till  his  death, 
in  18i0,  he  held  the  reins  of  power.  Few 
men  tyrannised  more  than  he  did  over  the 
conntries  they  ruled.  On  his  death  a  council 
was  formed  ;  but  in  spite  of  this  there  were 
several  revohttionfl  in  that  and  the  succeeding 
years.  On  the  1 1th  of  May,  1841,  C.  A. 
Lopez  and  Alonzo  were  elec^d  consuls. 


On  the  2.5th  November,  1842,  the  inde- 
pendence of  Par^nay  was  re-declared,  and 
its  separation  from  the  republic  of  the  River 
Plate  finally  settled;  its  Sag  had  been  de- 
termined upon  the  previous  April.  On  the 
16th  May,  1844,  the  consulships  were 
abolished,  and  Don  Carlos  Antonio  Lopes 
made  president  and  supreme  dictator  of  the 
republic,  which  office  he  held  until  bis  deatl^ 
which  occnrred  September  10th,  1862-  Upon 
his  decease  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
General  Francisco  Solano  Lopez,  who  was 
elected  by  the  congress  on  the  18th  October 
in  the  same  year.  It  is  not  the  writer's  in- 
tention to  speak  of  the  political  affairs  that 
happened  iu  the  republic  during  tbe  govern- 
ment of  tbe  latter.  It  is,  therefore,  enongh 
lo  say  that  on  (he  12th  of  November,  18&4, 
the  war  between  Paraguay  and  Brazil  was 
commenced,  and  on  the  29th  of  March,  18G5, 
war  was  also  declared  against  the  Ai^ntine 
Republic.  In  consequence  of  this  declaratiun 
a  treaty  of  alliance  was  signed  on  the  1st 
May,  at  Buenos  Ayres,  between  Brasil  and 
the  Ai^ntine  and  Oriental  Republics  against 
Paraguay.  The  war  may  bo  said  to  have 
terminated  on  the  lat  March,  1870,  at^the 
battle  of  Aquidaban,  where  President  Lopei 
was  killed.       - 

Upon  the  18th  Angnst,  1869,  a  council 
was  installed  at  Asuncion,  forming  a  pro- 
visional government,  which  was  compoaed  of 
a  triumvirate,  one  of  whom  resigned^  last 
May,  the  two  remaining  being  Rivarola 
and  Loizaga,  who  continue  still  in  power. 
It  is  due  to  the  government  of  these  latter 
that  some  true  progress  haa  been  made,  in- 
cluding free  trade,  and  tbe  emission  of  post- 
age stamps. 

More  than  a  decade  of  years  has  passed 

IB  since  the  well-known  essays 
M  appeared  with  the  Hon  and 
i  "  moderator  lamp "  in  tbe 
I  centre.  That  this  deaign 
M  really  was  submitted  to  the 
■  government  there  seems  to 
S  be  no  doobt,  bat  their  worth 
is  but  trifling.  Collectors  who  desire  to 
possess  copies  from  tbe  original  die,  most  be 
careful  that  they  are  not  imposed  upon,  as 
several  imitations  are  carrent. 
In  1864,   the  large  oral  impression,  of 
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vhicb  we  give  aa  engravinp;  waa  bronght 
out  by  some  spec- 
olative  timbrophi- 
list,  bat  the  device 
never  existed  aa  a 


m  his.  poBseasion 
f  an  envelope  from 
a  ^vcrnment  offi- 
cial in  Paraguay 
scaled  with  the 
exact  coanterpart 
ofonr  sketch,  but 
that  is  the  sole  shape  in  which  the  design 

'  In  1805  a  trio  of  essays  waa  prepared  in 
Paris,  aad  forwarded  to  Lopez,  who  coald 
not  accept  them  bocauee  of 
tiiewar;  and  in  1809  they 
were  bronght  nnder  the  no- 
tice of  the  provisional  gov- 
rrnment,  which  did  not  ac- 
cept the  offer  "  because  it 
had  already  contracted  for 
the  new  stAmps."  This  the 
writer  knows  to  be  the  cose, 
having  tlie  proofs  before  him. 

In  1868  philatelists  were  deceived  by  the 
oblong  Inbel  concocted 
'li   by  the  Boston    firm  of 
}\   swindlers.      The    exe- 
1^  cution    of    this    bare- 
ly faced  imposter  is  very 
II  fine,  and  it  was  a  dis- 
)|  appointment  to  collec- 
tors to  find   so  mnch 
talent  wasted    npon    what   was    absolutely 
worthless. 

Afl«r  the  establishment  of  the  provisional 
administration,  the  letters  were  franked  in 
Asuncion  and  other  large  cities,  by  a 
circular  hand-stamp  impressed  in  bine.  The 
design  consisted  of  a  star  in  a  circle,  sur* 
nmndod  by  an  onter  circle,  containing  the 
word  C0BBE03,  and  the  name  of  the  place  of 
issuing.  Another  device  waa  sometimes 
used ;  it  was  very  plain,  resembling  an 
ordinary  English  postmark.  In  a  circle 
was  inscribed  the  name  of  the  town,  the  date, 
ftod  &.  p.  This  was  also  sti-uck  in  blue. 
Previons  to  the   adoption   of  the   above 


frank ing-m arks,  the  large  oblong  oval  im- 
pression described  and  fignred  at  page  170 
of  the  seventh  volume  of  this  magazine, 
was  nsed.  It 
conlinned  ni.til 
April,  1865,  and 
in  addition  to 
being  struck  in 
black,  as  stated 
by  a  former  wri- 
ter, it  is  found 
in  red.  For  the  benefit  of  new  subscribers, 
the  design  is  here  reprodoced. 

Last,  Lut  very  far  from  least,  come  the 
newly-emitted  adhesives.  They  are  now 
so  well  known,  that  a  simple  list  of  their 
values  and  colours  may  be  deemed  sufficient. 

1  real      rose. 

2  „        blue. 
S     „        black. 

For  illustrative  description  of  the  trio,  the 
reader  is  referred  1o  the  number  of  this 
journal  for  December  last.  The  designs  of 
these  8f  amps  are  copied  from  their  Argentine 
equivalents,  but,  being  native  productions, 
they  are  far  below  the  finished  engravings  of 
the  American  Bank-Note  Company,  Per- 
haps some  day  the  Paraguayan  postmaster 
will  think,  of  following  the  example  of  so 
many  other  South  American  states,  and  ob- 
tain his  stamps  from  New  York,  in  which 
case  we  may  hope  to  see  a  more  worthy  re- 
presentation of  the  redoubtable  Paraguayan 
lion    than    that    which   adorns   the   current 


NEWLT-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 
The  present  article,  from  causes  which  we 
need  not  here  enter  into,  must  necessarily 
he  a  short  one  ;  but  we  are  glad  to  be  able 
to  introduce  herein  some  interesting  novel- 
ties, amongst  the  principal  of  which  are 
three  new  stamps  for  the 

Sandwich  Islakdb. — The  Honolulu  Gazelle 
announces  their  appearance  in  the  following 
terms : — 

New  Tobtaqe  Stamps .—Bpccimrae  of  the  new  Hn- 
waiian  poatasc  alaDipa  ■Ken  tin-iveU  by  the  prntraaMer- 
general  on  Monday  by  tlio  "Comet."  The  deaigng  are 
Ttry  hanUsome  nnd  af ' 
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reived  are  of  the  denominations  of  one,  six,  and  eighteen 
cents  The  one  c;'nt  is  violet  colouriKl,  with  a  vig^iette  of 
the  late  Prince**  Victoria  Karaamalu ;  the  six  cent  stamp 
u  RTccn,  with  the  likeness  of  His  Majesty;  and  the 
eijjhteen  cent  is  pink,  with  the  likeness  of  Ilia  late 
Highness  M.  Kekuanaoa,  all  of  which  are  most  perfect 
likenesses. 

All  three  startips  are  very  finely  executed, 
and  are  evidently  from  the  same  atelier  as 
the  present  United  States  series  ;  the  like- 
ness is  even  preserved  in  the  coloars.  The 
1  cent  is  of  a  rich  mauve,  nearly  akin  to  that 
of  the  24  c.  United  States ;  the  6  cents  is  of 
the  same  shade  of  green  as  the  3  c.  United 
States,  and  the  18  cents  is  a  little  darker  than 
the  G  c.  United  States.  All  three  values  have 
the  word  Hawaii  at  the  top,  in  a  curved  label, 
with  numerals  right  and  left,  and  the  value 
in  a  similar  label  below,  the  eflBgy  being,  in 
each  instance,  in  an  upright  oval.  The  de- 
nominations are  thus  expressed  ; — 

AJiahi  Keiieia,  mauve. 
Eono  KeneUi^  green. 
18  Kcneta^  18,  rosy-red. 

The  portraits  are  of  the  usual  Hawaiian 
type,  and  form  interesting  additions  to  our 
postage-stamp  gallery.  We  shall  hope,  later 
on  to  be  able  to  give  some  information  re- 
specting each  of  the  celebrities  represented. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Lomler,  of  San  Francisco,  to 
whose  thoughtfulness  we  owe  the  privilege 
of  being  among  the  first  to  notice  the  new 
emission,  sends  us  specimens  of  each  value, 
which  our  engraver  is  now  copying  from, 
and  we  hope  to  give  the  illustrations  in  onr 
next.  Mr.  Lomler  calls  attention  to  the  very 
heavy  postmarking  to  which  the  stamps  are 
subjected,  whereby  used  copies  are  rendered 
of  little  value.  In  a  specimen  of  the  1  cent 
tho/a<V  face  of  the  Princess  Kamamalu  is  so 
darkened  as  to  be  unrecognisable  by  her 
dearest  friends. 

Russia. — Our  indefatigable  correspondent 
at  St.  Petersburg,  has  succeeded  in  "  un- 
earthing," if  we  may  use  the  term,  another 
pair  of  those  tantalising  and  interesting 
local  stamps  which  are  issued  by  the  local 
tribunals.     They  are  as  follows  : — 

1. — Jkndiausk. — 10  kopeck  stamp,  issued 
by  the  district  court  of  a  town  of  the  same 
name,  in  the  government  of  Taurida,  on  the 
sea  of  Azof.  The  design  is  contained  in  an 
upright  rectangle,  divided  transversely  into 


two  unequal  portions,  the  upper  of  which, 
coloured  green,  contains  the  representation, 
in  black,  of  a  plough  and  a  hovel ;  the  lower, 
coloured  blue,  bears  an  anchor  in  black.  The 
external  frame  is  uncolonred,  and  aronud  its 
four  sides  are  inscribed,  in  Russian  cha- 
racters, the  words  stamp  or  bekdiansk 
RUUAL  POST.  At  each  corner  is  a  kind  of 
scroll  ornament,  bearing  the  figure  10,  indi* 
cative  of  the  value. 

10  kop.,  blue,  green,  and  black. 

2. — Tver. — A  stamp,  value  2  kopecks, 
issued  for  use  in  the  villages  of  the  Tver 
district,  and  of  an  extremely  simple  type.  It 
consists  of  a  rose-colcured  ring,  bearing  the 
Russian  inscription  TVER  villaob  post, 
and  roughly  following  the  inner  circum- 
ference of  this  ring  is  a  blue  circle,  containing 
in  the  centre,  also  in  blue,  the  value  2  k. 
This  blue  portion  of  the  design  is  evidently 
struck  after  the  printing  off  of  the  rose,  as  it 
encroaches  thereon.  Around  the  rose  circle, 
but  at  a  considerable  distance  from  it,  is  a 
faint  red  rectangle,  formed  of  a  single  line^ 
and  serving  merely  to  divide  one  stamp  from 
another. 

2  kop.  rose  and  blue. 

Both  the  above  are  adhesives,  not  only  io 
form,  but  in  fact.  The  town  of  Tver,  whence 
hails  the  second,  is  about  half  way  between 
St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow,  and  is  the 
county  town  of  a  government  of  the  same 
name. 

Our  correspondent  corrects  us  in  the 
spelling  of  the  name  of  the  local  described  in 
our  March  number;  instead  of  Longa  it 
should  be  Louga;  he  also  informs  us  that 
this  Louga  stamp  is  a  label,  and  not  an  en- 
velope, and  therefore  may  be  stuck  on  any 
part  of  the  letter.  The  figures  on  the  shield 
are  meant  to  represent,  in  upper  half,  a 
horse,  in  lower  a  basket,  as  conjectured  by 
us.  Our  correspondent  has  just  obtained 
the  loan  of  a  post-office  em^2o^e*6  collection  of 
Russian  locals,  believed  to  be  nearly  com- 
plete, and  promises  to  send  us,  very  shortly, 
a  description  of  all  the  novelties  it  may 
contain. 

Sarawak. — A  new  three-cent  stamp  for 
this  country,  bearing  the  head  of  the  present 
rajah  looking  to  the  left,  has  just  made  its 
appearance.     It  is  printed  brown  on  yellow, 
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like  its  pre^eceBsor,  but  is  a  squarer  stamp, 
and  is  lettered  at  the  corners  c.^n.     n. — s. 

Viu  Islands.-- From  The  Plnlnteiist  we 
gain  infonpation  of  another  Fiji  Btanip, 
aad  as  oar  con  teoi porn ry  is  alone  re.ipiinflible 
f»r  the  character  of  the  now  cuiiier,  we 
give  Lis  annoanceioent  of  it  iu  his  own 
tenos. 

"  Oar  Febmary  Qomber  contained  a  de- 
t!criptioD  of  aq  emission  for  thene  islands, 
value  aixpenoe.  'I'liismonth 
we  have  tlie  pleaisure  of 
announcing  the  appearance 
of  another  value  ;  and 
having  been  favoured  with 
the  loan  of  a  specimen,  we 
give  our  subscribers  a  description  and  illas- 
tratioa  thereof.  It  is  printed  in  black  ink, 
on  thin  overland  rose-tinted  paper,  with 
roulette  perforation.  Oar  correspondent 
can  vouch  for  the  genuine  characler  of  ibe 
stamp,  it  having  been  used  with  another 
specimen  of  the  same  value,  to  defray  the 
postage  to  Uelbonrue  of  a  copy  of  the  Fiji 
T'imet,  which  was  brought  over  to  England 
by  the  last  Australian  mail." 

New  South  Wales. — We  learn  from  The 
PlulatelUt,  that  "  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Philatelic  Society,  tbe  president  exhibited  a 
set  of  envelopes  which  had  been  prepared 
for  postal  use,  but  eventually  rejected. 
There  are  four  values.  The  one  penny  red, 
the  stamp  on  which  is  tbe  same  as  that  em- 
ployed for  the  earliest  emission  of  news- 
pHper  wrappers  in  that  colony.  The  two- 
penny is  similar  in  every  respect,  einept  in 
colour,  whicb  is  blue,  and,  of  coarse,  the  words 
of  value.  A  Diipenny  violet  bears  the  same 
head  as  the  others,  within  a  circular  frame, 
bearing  above  NKW  south  wales  in  small 
capitals.  Above,  again,  in  a  small  semi- 
circular band,  tostaoe  ;  in  a  similar  one  be- 
low, SIXPENCE.  These  bands  are  connected 
by  ornamentation.  The  complete  stamp 
forms  a  liozegon.  The  shilling  is  octagonal 
and  pink ;  with  this  exception,  almost 
identical  with  the  preceding.  They  are 
stamped  to  the  right,  and  have  sfecjhen  im- 
pTessed    in    black    letters  just    below    the 

South  Australia. — We  ought  to  have 
nieDtioned  in  our  last  that  the  fonrpeace. 


now  transftirmod  into  a  threepence,  hnsjalsu 
changed  colour,  being  now  a  kind  of  indigo- 
blue,  and  sky-blue,  instead  of  mauve.  The 
indigo  is  found  with  the  red,  aud  tbe  sky 
blue  with  the  black  surcharge. 

QunENMLAND. — A  corrcsiiondent  sends  ns 
four  specimens  of  the  current  sixpence 
watermarked  Q  and  crown,  aud  not  pre- 
viously noticed  by  us.  The  four  specimens 
are  of  diflertmt  shades,  varying  from  emerald 
to  chrome -green. 

Mauiutius. — The  annexed  design  repre- 
sents a  frank 
stamp,  used  by 
the  Colonial  Socr 
retary  of  Man- 
ritins,  aa  the  in- 
scription itself  in- 
dicates. It  is 
struck  in  red.  M. 
Uoens  annouucea 
that  he  has  come 

bordered       two- 
pence, with  the  value  fwo-pftice 

CubA. — As  a  companion  to  tbe  above  der 
sign,  we  present, 
herewith,  theillus. 
tration  of  a  stanlp 
which  is  struck  on 
letters  from  sol- 
diers forming  part 
of  the  Spanish 
army  in  Cuba.  The 
inscription    reads, 

GENERAL     COUM.XND 

tiF  TUB  OPEBATIOHS 

oi' E.u.    (Hitad'i  Majoi;  or  Staff).    The 

impression  is  iu  black.  This  stamp,  we 
should  mention,  was  originally  discovered  by 
Senor  do  Fignen.a. 

Mons.  Mocns  catalogues,  in  all,  five 
varieties  of  tlie  Y^  stamps  (2  reales,  1855, 
and  '57  with  Y{  surcharged  in  black), 
namely : — 

1st  type,  Y  very  narrow. 
2nd  „      Y  very  broad. 
3rd  „      Y  medium  size,  figure  4,  mediam. 
4tb    „      Y       „  „         „      4,  verybroad. 

5th  „      Y       „  „         „      4,  thin. 

The  first  four  types  are  met  with  on  the 
18C5  issue,  the  last  three  on  that  of  1867. 
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We  shonld  not  like  to  support  the  above 
classification,  before  assnring  ourselves  that 
Dot  only  the  stamp,  but  the  surcharge  is 
genuine.  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  strike 
the  Y^  on  an  ordinary  stamp,  and  it  is  not 
long  since  we  had  occasion  to  signalize  the 
existence  of  a  number  of  Spanish  stamps, 
fraudulently  surcharged  with  the  above 
mark.  In  that  instance  the  stupidity  of  the 
fraud  was  sufficient  to  destroy  it,  but  in  the 
present  case  there  is  no  check  whatever. 
El  AveriguculoVy  a  Madrid  journal,  declares 
that  forged  Y|-  exist,  and  an  esteemed  cor- 
respondent, Mr.  Ysasi,  calls  our  attention  to, 
and  confirms  the  statement  of  the  Spanish 
paper.  Under  these  circnmstanoes,  a  little 
caution  in  accepting  the  new  varieties  will 
not  be  out  of  place. 

Alsace  AND  Lobrainb. — One  of  our  cor- 
respondents sends  us  specimens  of  the  2, 10, 
and  20  centimes,  with  the  ground  inverted, 
an  error  resulting  from  the  sheets  having 
been  put  wrong  end  forward  into  the  press. 
-  TuBKEY. — The  same  correspondent  for- 
wards  us  a  10  para  Turkish  d'Cep  grey, 
which  we  suspect  to  be  a  changeling. 

France. — The  perforated  and  unperforated 
series  continue  in  circulation  side  by  side, 
but  the  currency  of  the  latter  is  likely  soon 
to  draw  to  a  close.  Supplies  of  the  unper- 
forated stamps  of  all  the  values,  except  the 
10,  20,  and  40  c,  have  been  sent  to  Paris, 
and  have  been  received  thence  on  letters ; 
and  we  have  also  seen  some  unperforated 
20  c.  on  Paris  letters,  but  these  latter  are, 
perhaps,  chance  comers.  On  the  other  hand 
supplies  of  the  perforated  20  c.  are  now  being 
sent  into  the  provinces  to  replace  the  ex- 
hausted stock  of  unperforated. 

The  Commune  has  not  issued  any  stamps 
yet,  but  there  would  be  nothing  unlikely  in 
its  doing  so,  as  the  following  extract  from 
27*6  Morning  Post  of  11th  nit.  incidentally 
proves : — 

**  It  appears  that  all  the  stamps  in  the 
Paris  post-office  have  been  removed  to  Ver- 
sailles, their  value  being  two  millions  of 
francs.  The  new  employes  in  Paris  have 
sent  round  to  the  tobacco  shops  for  all  that 
were  to  be  found,  and  are  now,  it  seems,  be- 
ginning again  to  mark  off  the  payment  on 
the  letters  with  a  pen." 


If  the  crisis  last  much  longer,  the  poet- 
office  clerks  will  get  tired  of  penmarking, 
and  the  Commune  will  be  obliged  to  issue, 
at  any  rate,  a  ten-centime  stamp. 

We  have  received  all  the  values  of  the 
present  republican  stamps  surcharged  di- 
agonally, in  large  black  type,  B.  ballon,  p.  k. 
They  are  said  to  have  been  used  in  Paris  by 
the  ballon  poste  expedition,  but  we  are  unable 
to  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this. 

BuBMAH. — There  appears  to  be  a  likelihood 
of  this  far-off  realm  entering  the  lists  of 
stamp-issuing  countries,  in  which  case  soiae 
novelties  in  design  will  probably  see  Uie 
light.  The  Standard  of  the  8th  ult,  apropos 
of  the  report  above  mentioned,  has  the  fol- 
lowing paragpraph : 

**  Burmah  is  taking  to  civilisation  with  a 
rush.  *  *  *  Stamped  papers  are  about  to  be 
introduced,  as  the  king  sees  in  it  an  excellent 
way  of  increasing  the  royal  income,  whiles 
introducing  regularity  into  his  courts  of  law. 
The  system  of  law  is  also  to  be  changed,  in 
order  to  assimilate  it  with  our  own,  and 
postage  on  correspondence  is  to  be  intro- 
duced." 

If  this  should  meet  the  eye  of  any  gentle- 
man of  essay- fabricating  propensities,  we 
hope  he  will  refrain  from  attempting  to  turn 
the  information  to  evil  account. 


HOW  PARIS  COMMUNICATED  WITH 
THE  PROVINCES  DURING  THE 

SIEGE. 

The  siege  of  Paris  gave  rise  to  numerous 
schemes  for  the  es^blishment  of  regular 
communication  between  the  capital  and  the 
provinces;  and  before  the  eventful  period, 
during  which  the  finest  city  in  Europe  was 
beleaguered  by  the  German  armies,  passes 
entirely  into  the  domain  of  history,  we  do  well 
to  notice  the  difficulties  which  the  Parisian 
post-office,  more  or  less,  successfully  sur- 
mounted. These  are  portrayed  in  the  two 
following  extracts ;  the  first  from  the  tenth 
edition  of  an  interesting  work,  entitled  Le 
Si^e  de  Paris,  by  M.  Francesqne  Surcey ;  a 
book  which  has  already  acquired  considerable 
notoriety.  The  second  from  an  article  which 
appeared  some  time  back  in  Le  Figaro, 
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I. 

It  wa3  daring  ibis  period  (October)  tbat 
the  definitive  organization  of  tbe postal  service 
took  place — tbat  service  wbich  forwarded 
oar  letters  bj  balloon,  and  brought  back  to 
«s  tbe  replies — too  rare,  alas !  and  too  brief, 
by  means  of  carrier-pigeons.  Tbe  govern- 
ment establisbed  a  large  manufactory  of 
balloons,  so  as  always  to  bave  one  ready  to 
start  whenever  tbe  wind  might  be  favourable. 
At  the  beginning  of  tbe  siege,  tbe  balloons 
used  to  take  their  flight  in  the  day  time,  but 
it  was  soon  perceived  tbat  tbe  Prussians, 
forewarned  of  tbe  hour  of  departure,  dogged 
their  passage,  aiming  incendiary  fusees  at 
them,  or  firing  balls  from  long-range  rifles. 
It  was  then  decided  to  start  only  at  nigbt. 
It  was  nearly  always  in  a  railway  station — 
either  tbat  of  tbe  Northern  or  tbe  Orleans 
line — tbat  the  balloons  were  inflated  and 
cast  off*.  Those  who  watched  tbe  spectacle 
will  never  forget  it.  In  the  centre  of  a  vast 
yard,  the  half-filled  balloon  struggles  furi- 
oasly,  blown  about  by  gusts  of  wind ;  it  is 
made  of  yellow  taffetas,  and  the  bull's-eye 
lanterns  of  tbe  locomotives  fling  a  fantastic 
glare  over  the  route.  AH  around  in  tbe 
shade,  men  are  bustling  about,  and  in  a 
comer,  the  postmaster-general,  M.  Rampont, 
watch  in  hand,  and  with  an  anxious  air, 
seems  to  be  consulting  with  M.  Godard,  tbe 
adronaut,  with  whom  he  chats  in  a  low  voice. 
It  is  evident  some  danger  is  apprehended ; 
three  men  are  to  start:  one,  a  passenger 
whcse  name  is  a  mystery.  He  is  enveloped 
in  furs ;  walks  about  nervous  and  pale,  and 
tries  to  put  on  a  bold  face  when  he  finds  be  is 
observed.  A  marine, — he  carelessly  smokes 
his  pipe,  and  it  is  easy  to  guess  that  be  will 
jump  into  the  basket  with  the  same  resolute 
heart  as  he  would  show  in  a  boarding  affair. 
Its  a  mere  matter  of  business  with  him. 
Thirdly,  a  post-office  employe;  he  is  Very  much 
occupied  ;  the  van  containing  the  printed 
matter  had  just  entered,  and  it  is  he  who 
will  carry  the  precious  sacks,  and  arrange 
them  round  tbe  basket  Five  little  cages 
arrive,  containing  36  pigeons — adorable, 
black,  white,  golden  ; — pigeons  with  names 
that  speak  of  victory — Qladiateur,  Vermouth, 
PHU-ae'Vair.  It  is  the  proprietor  himself 
who  brings  and  stows  them  in  the  car. 


At  the  moment  of  starting  it  is  noticed 
tbat  none  of  the  travellers  have  thotipfht 
about  provisions;  there  is  a  bustle  and  a 
rummaging  of  bidden  stores,  and  at  length 
three  rolls,  two  cakes  of  chocolate,  and  a 
bottle  of  wine  are  found.  This  delay  has 
had  its  good  side.  An  aide-de-camp  rushes 
in  breathless.  **  A  despatch  from  the  gover- 
nor." The  89ronaut  takes  it,  tbe  basket  is 
fixed,  the  sacrament  is  administered.  /*  Let 
go  all.*'  The  baUoon  leaps  up  with  a  bound, 
it  bends  under  the  force  of  tbe  wind,  which 
curbs  it  with  violence.  It  is  a  moment  of 
inexpressible  emotion;  we  are  all  holding 
our  breath,  our  eyes  fixed  on  that  black  mass 
which  is  tossed  about  in  frightful  convul- 
sions. Will  it  be  crushed  ?  No  :  it  rises  ; 
and  hardly  has  it  risen  above  the  glazed 
roof  of  the  station  than  the  darkness  closes 
under  it,  and  it  is  lost  in  a  misty  obscurity. 
"  Adieu,  adieu,*'  cried  the  voyagers ;  and  we 
reply  to  them,  wishing  them  a  good  journey, 
and  by  shouts  of  **  Vive  la  France" 

The  pigeons  which  they  take  with  them 
soon  return  to  us,  tbat  is,  if  the  cold  or 
the  rain,  tbe  hawk  or  tbe  Prussian  bullet, 
does  not  arrest  them  on  their  way.  Each 
one  brings,  tied  with  three  threads  to  one  ot 
its  tail  feathers,  a  light  tube,  in  which  wilt 
be  found,  rolled  up,  a  little  square  of  paper, 
of  30  or  40  millimetres  (l^  inch).  It  is  the 
microscopic  reduction  obtained  by  thie  aid  of 
photography,  of  an  ordinary  typographed 
composition.  This  little  sheet,  hardly  legible 
even  under  a  powerful  glass,  considerably 
resembles  a  newspaper  of  four  columns. 
The  one  on  tbe  left  contains  only  the  foU 
lowing  words : 

SERVICE   DES    DEPECHE8   PAR    PIGEONS    VOYA- 

iJEURS.     Steenackers  a  Mercadiery  103,    Btte 
de  OreneUe, 

The  other  three  columns  contain — those 
on  the  back  as  well  as  those  on  the  front — - 
the  despatches,  one  after  the  other,  without 
any  blank  spaces  or  interlineations.  Some 
of  these  despatches  are  official,  others  come 
from  private  sources.  What  joy  and  oonso* 
lation  they  have  brought  us!  How  many 
five-franc  pieces  and  golden  louis*  have  been 
dropped  into  the  bands  of  the  postmen  who 
brought  us  the  long-expected  message.  And 
the  pigeons, — with  what  tender  respect  were 
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they  sniTOunded  I  When,  by  chance,  one  of 
them,  fatigued,  and  dripping  with  raiu,  took 
refuge  on  some  cornice,  with  what  an  eager 
eye  the  qaickly-gathered  crowd  followed. its 
movements !  How  every  hand  was  stretched 
towards  it,  offering  it  bread  or  millet  to 
attract  it ;  and  what  a  joyful  cry  arose  when 
it  was  seen  to  resume  its  flight  8ti*aight  to 
its  cot ! 

IL 
The  immense  efforts  made  by  the  postal 
administration  to  get  letters  through,  in 
spite  of  the  rigorous  and  prolonged  blockade 
to  which  Paris  was  subjected,  deserve  to  be 
chTonicled  ;  and  the  following  details  will 
possess  considerable  retrospective  interest. 
.  On  the  18th  of  September,  1870,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  last  mail  train  was 
despatched  from  Pai'is  by  the  Western. line, 
and  on  the  following  morning  the  blockade 
was  complete.  Iti  twenty-four  hours  the 
German  armies  had  bound  Paris  with  an 
^Hron  hoop;"  and  for  four  months  and  a 
half  the  postal  administration  put  in  oper- 
ation all  the  resources  of  artifice  and  of  the 
spirit  of  invention,  sharpened  by  necessity, 
to  overcome  Prussian  vigilance. 

The  first  effort  was  to  utilise  the  pigeon 
post.  It  is  of  course  well  known  that  pigeons 
are  celebrated  for  their  intense  regard  for 
their  homes,  and  the  certainty  of  their 
making  their  way  back  from  any  distance 
to  the  spot  where  they  were  bred  or  kept. 
Hence  in  all  ages  they  have  been  employed 
as  letter  carriers.  In  the  process  of  training, 
short  distances  are  gradually  increased  to 
longer,  till  the  trained  bird  is  at  last  said  to 
be  able  to  complete  a  journey  of  four  hundred 
miles  in  about  twelve  hours.  The  old  plan 
was  '*  to  write  either  words  or  cipher,  or 
some  veryabbreviated  form  of  communication, 
on  a  strip  of  the  thinnest  vellum,  or  other 
material,  and  then  to  wind  it  firmly  but 
neatly  round  the  scaled  part  of  the  pigeon's 
leg,  fastening  it  with  fine  sewing  silk."  But 
microscopic  photography  has  recently  given 
immense  facility  to  the  concentration  of 
messages ;  and  it  is  said  that  '*  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  despatches,  each  of 
twenty  words — seventy  thousand  words  in 
all — can  be  easily  carried  by  a  single  pigeon." 
The  microscopic  message  is  carefully  rolled 


up,  and  securely  fastened  to  the  centre 
feather  of  the  pigeon's  tail,  which  remains 
stationary  though  the  bird  is  in  flight;  so 
that  the  message  is  not  likely  to  slip  from  its 
place. 

Happily,  some  days  before  the  investment, 
the  Prefect  of  the  North  and  the  President 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Lille  had 
conceived  the  happy  idea  of  sending  to  Paris 
900  pigeons  belonging  to  the  V  Societes  Col- 
ombophiles  "  of  Roulmix  and  Tourcoing. 

Every  one  was  aware  that  the  carrier 
pigeons,  having  their  home  at  Paris,  were 
taken  out  in  balloons  and  set  at  liberty  in* 
the  provinces,  whence  they  brought  news. 
But  what  was  carefully  concealed,  was  the 
service  the  other  way, — which  was  performed 
by  Flemish  pigeons,  set  at  liberty  in  the 
Jardin  des  Plantes,  where  they  had  been 
confined,  and  which,  two  or  three  hours 
afterwards,  found  their  way  back  to  their 
homes  at  Boubaix  or  Tourcoing. 

This  special  service  was  i-eserved  for  state 
despatches  that  had  to  be  sent  off  when  the 
wind  was  unfavourable  for  aerostation,  as  the 
balloons  always  sufficed  to  convey  the  whole 
of  the  correspondence — to  use  the  pictur- 
esque expression  of  the  post-office  agents — 
born  at  Paris  during  the  existence  of  the 
siege. 

The  success  of  the  pigeon  post  did  not^ 
however,  equal  expectations.  The  return 
letters  presented  many  difficulties.  Of  about 
two  hundred  pigeons  taken  out  by  balloons 
(ninety-nine  since  the  commencement  of 
December)  seventy- three  only  ever  came 
back  to  the  cots ;  out  of  this  number  also 
five  had  no  despatches  at  all,  three  brought 
the  celebrated  apocryphal  messages  of  the 
Prussians,  and  ten  simply  conveyed  news 
of  the  descent  of  the  balloons  that  had 
brought  them  out.  The  Germans,  of  course, 
did  their  best  to  hinder  this  plan  of 
communication  with  the  outer  world ;  and 
with  this  view  employed  numbers  of  trained 
hawks  [?]  which  were  set  loose  and  flown  at 
post  pigeons.  The  swifter  flight  of  the 
pigeon,  and  the  fact  that  it  flies  at  a  very 
considerable  height,  led  many  to  conclude 
that  the  hawks  would  not  do  mucb  harm, 
but  whether  this  was  the  case  or  not,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  very  few  of  the  fea- 
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thered  messengers  returned.  No  doabt  the 
season  of  the  year  had  mach  to  do  with  it. 
One  correspondent  stated  that  "  the  birds 
oflen  refused  to  fly  late  in  the  afternoon ; 
and  at  this  time  of  the  year  they  are  un- 
willing to  travel,especially  against  the  wind.'* 

In  view  of  so  very  meagre  a  result,  the 
post-office  fell  back  upon  the  old  system  of 
foot  messengers.  From  the  23rd  Septeml)er 
attempts  wore  made  to  conceal  beneath 
trusses  of  straw  or  hay,  in  gai'deners'  and 
market-carts,  letters  addressed  to  the  de- 
partments ;  but  not  one  of  these  conveyances 
was  allowed  to  pass.  The  foot  messengers 
were  a  trifle  less  unsuccessful.  From  the 
20th  September  to  the  80th  October,  the 
very  last  day  that  one  was  sent,  eighty-five 
messengers  were  despatched  on  postal 
service.  Out  of  this  number  nine  were  made 
prisoners,  one  was  arrested  and  afterwards 
set  at  liberty,  one  disappeared,  one  arrived 
without  despatches  at  Tours,  which  place 
was  reached  likewise  by  one  of  the  nine 
prisoners  who  managed  to  escape :  finally, 
five  were  enabled  to  deliver  their  letters,  and 
out  of  that  number  two  even  succeeded  in 
bringing  letters  back.  All  the  others,  after 
essaying  in  vain  every  spot  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Paris,  and  trying  every  point  of  the 
compass,  were  compelled  to  fall  back  from 
the  cordon  of  sentries  who  intercepted  their 
passage.  Truly  the  gaolers  had  taken  their 
measures  well;  and  so  absolute  an  invest- 
ment over  au  area  so  vast  is  calculated  to 
astonish  those  who  have  the  slightest  notion 
of  military  science. 

Recourse  had  then  to  be  had  to  other 
means.  There  was  one  track  which  com- 
mended itself  early,  and  as  a  matter  of  course 
— the  Seine.  It  was  tempting  to  think  that 
the  peaceful  current  of  the  river  might  bring 
news  in  the  very  teeth  of  tho  Prussians. 
Bat  an  enemy  who  had  mounted  cannon  on 
carriages  jointed  like  the  tube  of  a  telescope, 
to  fire  at  balloons — who  had  trained  hawks 
and  other  birds  of  prey  to  bring  down  carrier 
pigeons — was  not  likely  to  neglect  to  look 
afler  navigable  streams ;  and,  in  truth,  the 
river  was  barred  with  nets. 

It  seemed  at  last  that,  in  spite  of  every 
good  intention,  the  postal  service  must  be 
paralysed.     M.   Rampont,   notwithstanding 


his  ueal  as  a  neophyte  ;  Messrs.  Bechet  and 
Besnicr,  the  directors,  notwithstanding  their 
profound  knowledge  of  the  service,  could  not 
conceal  their  messages  from  the  surveillance 
of  the  German  Argus. 

On  the  Gth  of  December  a  contract  was 
made  with  Messrs.  Venoven,  Delort,  and 
Robert,  for  the  transport  to  Paris  in  hollow 
floating  balls  of  photographed  despatches. 
Oreat  hopes  were  raised.  The  provincial 
delegation  had  even  prepared  by  the  end  of 
December  a  decree  fixing  the  bases  of  this 
mode  of  correspondence.  But  the  messenger- 
spheres  were  waited  for  in  vain — they  never 
arrived.  Another  inventor  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute in  their  stead  old  corks,  similar  in 
character  to  those  which  are  constantly 
floating  on  the  Seine.  We  believe,  without 
affirming  it,  that  these  means  were  never 
tried,  althoutrh  they  oflered  some  chance  of. 
success.  It  is  just  possible  that  tho  enemy 
might  have  disdained  to  pick  up  such  flotsam 
and  jetsam — waifs  and  strays  of  such  com- 
mon occurrence. 

The  mind  of  two  millions  of  men  was  in 
a  state  of  labour.  Just  in  the  same  way  as 
hallons  montcs  had  taken  the  place  of  hallons 
llbres,  an  idea  was  set  on  foot  of  replacing 
buoys  by  a  submarine  boat.  There  were 
great  material  difliculties  in  the  way,  owing 
to  the  bed  of  the  river  being  encumbered 
with  the  debris  of  blown  up  bridges.  Still 
these  difficulties,  added  to  many  others,  did 
not  deter  an  inventor,  M.  Oelente,  whose 
projects  were  favourably  received  by  the  post- 
office  authorities. 

M.  Delente  started  with  his  plunging  ap- 
paratus on  the  14th  January,  by  the  aetrustat- 
post  "  Vaucanson."  Nothing  has  been  heard 
of  him  from  that  date  to  this.  The  armistice, 
which  rendered  his  further  efforts  useles.s, 
is,  perhaps,  the  main  cause  of  his  non- 
appeai-ance. 

"We  had,"  writes  one  of  the  besieged, 
"  passed  through  the  air;  we  had  endeavoured 
to  pass  over  ground,  over  water,  and  under 
water  ;  we  w^re  now  going  to  try  and  burrow 
under  ground.  Messengers  were  found 
willing  to  attempt  a  passage  through  tho 
catacombs.  Alas !  the  fatality,  the  old 
fatality,  awaited  us  and  met  us  here  as  it 
had  done  el^where.    Not  a  man  got  through  \ 
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and  one  died  a  horrible  de&tb,  imprisoned  in 
the  mud." 

All  attempts  wore  not  yei  over.  Man 
having  Tailed,  thej  determined  to  try  nnimals. 
After  the  bird,  the  qaadmpcd.  A  certain 
M.  Hurel  undertook  to  send  back  into  Paris 
severnl  ox-drovera'  dogs,  which  are  accus- 
tomed to  find  their  way  home  from  long  dis- 

He  started  with  five  dogs,  on  the  13th 

January,  in  the  i7^«g(af  "General  Faidherbe." 
The  owners  of  the  dogs  were  to  receive  two 
hundred  francs  for  each  despatch  broaght  in. 
Need  we  say  that  the  miiney  was  never 
claimed  P  It  is  presumed  that  the  Prussians, 
or  the  Francs-Tireurs,  or  perhaps  the  Mobiles, 
transformed  the  poor  post-doga  into  solt- 
marsh  mutton, 

A  few  days  later,  the  armistice  was  signed, 
and  the  besieged  were  enabled  to  send  off 
their  letters — open  to  the  conqueror's  in- 
apectioii,  and  on  payment  of  a  duty  of  ten 
francs  per  kilogramme. 


SOME  MORE  SPANISH  STAMPS. 
Ak  esteemed  correspondent,  to  whose  dili- 
gence we  have  occasion  to  make  frequent 
reference — Senor  Don  Pardo  de  Figueroa — 
has  discovered  a  postage  stamp  of  far  greater 
antiquity  fhan  any  yet  knowu,  if  we  except 
only  the  Madrid  mark  described  in  our  last. 
He  thus  refers  to  bis  discovery  in  an  article 
published  in  a  recent  number  of  Le  Timbre- 
Paste,  which  we  transcribe    with   bis    per- 


"  I  have  JDst  found  among  a  bundle  of  old 
papers   an  envelope  containing  an   official 
order,  dated  from  Seville  the  15th  January, 
1809,  signed  by  the  president  of  the  Court 
of  Justice,  and  addressed  to  Messieurs  the 
Prior  and  Consnla  of  the  tribunal  of  com- 
merce at  Cadie.     This  letter  bears  as  mark 
of    prepayment      an     oval 
black  stamp  with  the  royat 
arms,  like  the  annexed  de-  / 
sign.    It  is  the  oldest  known  li 
mark    of    prepayment    in  I 
Spain.     It  was  created  pur-  VI 
snant  to  a  royal  decree  of  N 
the     7i/t     December,    1716, 
which  stipulates    that    the 


secretanen  to  the  crown,  the  trihnnals,  &c., 
Ac,  will  hare  the  privilege  of  apposing  oa 
the  letters  addressed  to  the  other  authorities 
a  seal,  impressed  in  ink,  bearing  the  royai 
arms  of  Castile  and  Leon,  which  will  pass 

Hy  tliB  sencml  regulations  of  the  post  (8th 
June,  1 794),  section  six.,  chapter  x.,  notice  is 
given  that,  the  employment  of  the  seal  struck 
in  black,  bearing  the  arms  of  Castile  and 
Leon,  permitted  to  the  persons  and  tribunals 
mentioned  in  the  royal  decree  of  7th  Decem- 
ber, 171C,  is  only  authorised  for  letters  con- 
cerning public  business,  and  not  for  private 
afiairs. 

The  ordinary  letters  of  that  period  were 
prepaid  at  the  post-office.  The  tm-pltnje 
atmck  the  word  FiaNCO  on  these  letters,  and 
mnde  a  Saint  Andrew's  cross  with  bis  pen 
over  the  address. 

Another  postage  stamp,  if  we  may  so  term 
it,  has  been  kindly  forwarded  to  us  by  SenOF 
Pardo  de  Figuernn.  It  consists  of  the  let- 
ters "  P""  "  in  an  ovftl,  and  is  hand-struck  in 
black.  It  belongs  to  the  end  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  and  the  letters  above  given 
form  the  abbreviation  of  the  word  parts, 
that  is  to  say,  "  despatch  ;"  or  rather,  as  the 
Spanish  dictionary  has  it,  "  the  post  (or  cor- 
respondence) sent  by  the  king  or  prince  to 
his  court,  when  be  is  absent  fi-om  the  capi- 
tal." When  the  king  lived  at  the  Escorial, 
or  at  Aranjnez,  this  stamp  was  impressed  on 
the  despatcbes  sent  from  the  royal  house  to 
the  ministers  at  Madrid! 

Whilst  we  are  writing  under  this  head  we 
may  as  well  refer  to  another  "  faabilitado " 
stamp,  chronicled  by  M.  Moens  in  hie  93rd 

e  number.  It  is  printed  in 
blue,  and  is  found  on  the  50 
mil.  d'esco.  bistre,  and  on 
another  dark  brown  stamp. 
Up  to  the  present  time  we 
have  not  been  able  to  learn, 
nor  has  M.   Moens,  in  what  province  it  waa 


MoNSiEra  P.  Mahb.— Our  reidera  will,  «c  Bra  jure, 
be  sUd  to  learn  tbat  tbc  editor  of  Lt  TimirapAili  ii  ia 
gooi,  health,  and  hue  ea»iped  per/frotion.  UuriiiK  the 
Hfgc  be  perfomied  his  duty  u  a  natianal  guard,  and  took 
bit  Bhare  of  the  night  walchea  on  the  nniparta.  He  par* 
poaea  Bhortly  reauming  the  publicatioa  of  bia  jnumal. 
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REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS 

The     Philadelphia     MoniJdy.      Philadelphia, 
United  States. 

This  paper,  of  which  the  seventh  number  is 
before  us,  has  rather  the  look  of  an  ama- 
lenr  publication,  but  it  certainly  oujjht  to 
enlighten  its  readers,  for  if  not  edited  by  any 
"bright  particular  stars"  in  the  American 
firmament  of  talent,  it  at  least  numbers 
amongst  its  contributors  three  planets  of 
the  first  order,—"  Jupiter, "  "  Saturn,  **  and 
"  Mars." 

The  philatelic  department  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  second  of  these  laminaries, 
but -we  are  bound  to  admit  that  in  the  half- 
dnzen  lines  which  represent  the  Monthhfs 
contnbution  to  philatelic  lore,  we  do  not 
ol»8erve  any  saturnine  remarks ;  and  when 
we  discover  "  Mars "  looking  after  "  Our 
Puzaler,"  we  find  it  difl^ult  to  explain  the 
adoption  of  such  astronomical  noms  de  plume 
by  the  writers  in  our  Philadelphian  con- 
temporary. 


POSTAL    CHIT-CHAT. 

'  Wht  Tfl  ▲  SOUTABT  Lettbr  LIKE  A  Deht  ?  Because 
\Vi  u-loan. 

An  onerous  Privu.eor. — Although  the  mailx  (and 
specially  thotte  between  18  and  35  yeara  of  age)  are  not 
allowed  to  leave  Paria,  the  national  guarda  have  been 
authorised  to  poet  guns  on  the  ramparts. 

A  Cuukkspondent  sends  us  a  letter,  originally 
liddreased  to  him  **  Poste  Restante,  Angers,*'  which  he  has 
received  back  through  the  post  endorsed,  **  Returned 
OQ  account  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy." 

A  CURIOUS  IxvBNTiON  —We  were  lately  shown  a 
French-made  envelope  with  a  little  string  running  just 
inside  the  upper  edge,  and  of  which  the  end  protruded  ; 
on  taking  hold  of  this  end  and  giving  a  gentle  pull  the 
envvlope  is  ripped  or  rather  slit  open  along  the  edge.  By 
this  mode  of  opening,  all  danger  of  destroying  the  en- 
velope to  get  at  the  letter,  or  of  injuring  the  letter  itself, 
is  done  away  with.  The  string  is  secured  under  the  edge 
of  the  flap  at  each  end  by  two  Httle  points  of  wax. 

How  **Thb  Times"  was  sent  to  Paris. — Attempts 
to  establidi  a  ready  communication  between  the  be- 
leagured  inhabitanta  of  Paris  and  their  relatives  and 
friends  beyond  the  German  lines,  have  given  rise  to 
many  contrivances  which  are  not  unlikely  to  make  a  new 
era  in  the  history  both  of  aeronautics  and  photography. 
Among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  ingenious  device  by 
which  the  matter  of  two  whole  pages  of  The  IHmea  has 
been  transmitted  from  London  to  Paris.  This  has  been 
accomplished  by  photography.  Those  pages  of  the  paper 
which  contained  communications  to  relatives  in  Paris, 
were  photographed  with  great  care  by  the  London 
Stereoecopic  and  Photographic  Company  on  pieces  of 
thin  and  almost  transparent  paper,  about  an  inch  and 


a  half  in  length,  by  an  inch  in  width.    On  these  im- 

{>rc88ions  there  could  be  seen  bv  the  naked  eye  onl  v  two 
egible  words,  **  The  Timety  and  six  narrow  brown 
bands  representing  the  six  columns  of  printed  matter 
forming  a  page  of  the  newspaper.  Under  -the  microscope, 
however,  the  brown  spaces  become  legible,  and  every 
line  of  the  newspaper  was  found  to  have  been  distinctly 
copied,  and  with  the  greatest  clearness.  The  photographs 
were  sent  to  Bordeaux  for  transmission  thence  by  carrier 
pigeon  to  Paris.  When  received  there  they  were  mag- 
nified, by  the  aid  of  the  magic  lantern,  to  a  large  size, 
and  thrown  upon  a  screen.  A  staff  of  clerks  immediately 
transcribed  the  messages  and  sent  them  off  to  the  places 
indicated  by  the  advertisers.  The  success  of  this  ex- 
periment gives  rise  to  the  hope  that  the  new  art  of  com- 
pressing printed  matter  into  a  small  compass  will  not 
stop  here.—  The  Timei, 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  OPINIONS  OF  MR.  TITUS  B.  QUICK,  OF 
NEWFORD,  MASS. 

To  (he  E'Htor  of'^  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

SuR.  —There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men,  as  your  play- 
writer,  Mr.  Shakspeere  says,  which,  taken  in  the  flud,lead9 
on  to  bankrupcy,  and  it  strikes  the  riter  of  these  few 
lines  that  stamp  koUecting  is  a  shootin  the  streem.  I 
hcve  only  resently  enlisted  as  a  suWriber  to  yure 
valuable  jumal,  aiid  though  I  dont  want  to  make  env 
individuous  comparisons,  there  air  sum  contribewtors  to  it 
as  ^oes  to  extreems.  I'm  not  above  respekting  a  stamp 
writer,  but  I  reck<m  some  of  em  makes  a  good  deal  too 
mutch  of  their  kalling.  I  konsider  myself  a  kollectur,^ 
but  unanimusly  refuse  to  be  called  a  flatelist — I  leave 
that  name  to  the  enlitened  persons  as  goes  wild  over  per-: 
ferations  and  such  like. 

Over  here  in  Ameriky  we  hev  just  enuf  common  sense 
to  steer  clere  of  the  absurdeties  you  air  sweetest  on.  We, 
air  not,  it  is  trew,  altogether  without  fault,  espeshully  in 
the  matter  of  bunkum,  as  you  frekwently  ana  playfully 
call  it,  but  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  I'm  not 
ekwal  to  believin  in  all  the  varieties  you  innocently 
katalogue,  and  I  rayther  guess  if  there  was  fewer  varieties^ 
there  wood  be  more  kollectors. 

Speekin  of  myself  brings  to  mind  what  I  was  a  goin, 
to  say  when  I  sat  down  to  rite  you.  I've  alwis  been  re- 
markable in  the  villidge  of  Newford,  Mass.,  for  tryin  to 
find  out  the  reeson  of  things— cawsality,  the  frenologist 
calls  it.  There's  a  well  in  my  father  s  garden,  and  I 
used  to  spend  hours  leanin  over  the  edge,  mewsmg  and 
throwin  stones  into  it  in  a  fiiosozic  manner,  but  I  never 
cood  make  out  how  deep  the  water  was,  until  one  day  X 
got  to  the  bottom  of  it  Inr  a  lucky  chanse.  My  father, 
thrashed  me  for  going  so  mr  to  slake  my  thirst  for  know- 
lege,  but  the  passion  for  gettin  to  the  bottom  of  things^ 
has  stuck  to  me  all  through  life ;  and  perhapa  its  through 
that  that  I'm  not  so  high  up  in  the  ladder  as  I  ought  to 
be.       However,   let  me  not  be  autobiograficul,  as  the 

ret  says.  P.S. — The  foregoin  will  serve  to  explain  how 
came  to  think  over  the  causes  of  varieties. 
My  idea  is  jest  this.  Tew  Englanders  air  a  slow  set  in 
matters  of  bisniss.  Tew  don't  go  into  the  thing  hartily ; 
you  aint  to  be  put  in  the  same  catalog  with  us;  you've 
forgotten  the  way  to  go  ahed ;  and  so  when  yuve  done 
yer  work,  juve  too  mutch  energy  left  for  play ;  the  con- 
sikwence  is,  yew  slave  away  at  yur  play  insted  of  en- 
joyin  yurselves  in  an  unsofiaticated  manner.  Some 
years  ago  yew  hit  on  stamp  collectin,  flateletisin  as  yew 
call  it  now,  and  not  content  to  pursoo  the  hobby  in  a 
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quiet  way,  you  muRt  needs  ride  it  to  deth.  You  look  at 
yer  stamps  imagioin  varieties  until  you  get  haf  blind  ovpf 
them,  and  you  call  that  amusement — why  one'd  think 
you  were  Germans.  And  then  you  can't  call  it  a  persoot 
or  a  pastime,  biit  you  must  needs  christen  it  a  siense,  and 
hunt  through  the'diotshunary  to  find  a  hard  word  for  it. 
Now,  don't  yew  think,  Mr.  hditor,  it  ud  be  more  sensible 
to  let  all  thcie  crack  tenns  slide,  and  let  the  crack  varieties 
go  with  em } 

I  daresay  youll  answer,  that  to  be  lodgical  and-sctera, 
one  ought  to  study  the  stamps  through  all  their  fazes,  but 
when  I  amuse  myself  I  want  to  tling  lodgic  to  the  dogs 
(agin  quoting  from  your  respekted  friend  Shakspeer). 
Stamp  coUectin  is  like  whittlin  a  thing  to  ease  the  mind 
and  trankilise  the  feelins.  What  sensible  man  ud  think 
of  spilin  his  whittle  by  spekulashuns  as  to  the  grain 
of  the  wood  ?    Do  yew  see  the  drift  ? 

When  I've  got  a  few  minits  to  spare,  1  takes  down  my 
koUeckshun,  which  I  may  as  well  tell  yew  is  a  book  built 
after  my  own  plans,  and  I  settles  down  to  a  quiet  half 
hour's  ple^isure,  in  arrangin  my  new  stamps  in  my  own 
manner.  I've  got  a  catalog  jest  to  show  me  what  not  to 
kollect,  and  with  the  help  of  that  I  can  easily  get  my 
stamps  into  line.  I  never  looks  at  their  backs  unless  to 
seeir  there's  enuf  gum  left  to  stik  them  on  to  the  book 
with,  and  I  never  xamines  the  paper  excep  to  find  out 
where  it  looks  weak,  or  there's  some  appearensc  of  a  hole  ; 
yet  I  reckon  my  book's  worth  lookin  at,  and  I  know  it 
pleezes  me. 

Now  yew  Uropean  kollectors,  jrure  alwis  nneesy  for 
fear  yew  havent  got  all  the  varieties.  Its  painful  to  hear 
how  yew  go  on  over  trifles.  Yew  strain  every  nerve  to 
make  the  passtime  a  punishment  for  them  as  tries  it,  and 
if  yew  do  drive  people  ofl',  its  yure  own  fault. 

I  guess  I'll  stop :  if  I  rite  any  more  yew  won't  put  it  in ; 
and  if  I  dont  mistake,  my  uncorapermising  frankness  has 
Bumwhat  riled  yew  as  it  is.  However,  let's  be  frends. 
You'll  hear  from  me  again  when  I  hev  anything  dis- 
agreeable to  say ;  until  which 

I  remane, 

Yure  obedient  Sirvant, 

TITUS  B.  QUICK. 

(We  Inimt  the  Mbore  letter  tlmply  In  the  hope  th«t  oar  ivnden  mny 
derive  iw  iiiu«h  HUiuHeinent  fh>ni  Ita  peruMtl  tut  we  have  nurM>lT«w.  The 
arguments  itre  not  worth  the  trouble  of  reftiUng,  luid  Mr.  Quick  need 
uot  fsMr  that  he  hits  oflFeiided  ua  by  udvHDcing  them.  We  mvnly  wish 
klui  a  little  wore— dieeiimiuatkm.— Eo.] 


CAUTION 
TO  POSTAGE-STAMP  DEALERS  &  COLLECTORS. 

To  th$  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collector's  Maqazine." 

SiH, — It  having  come  to  the  notice  of  the  undersigned, 
that  the  postage  stamps  of  the  South  African  Republic 
lire  sold  on  the  Continent  and  in  England,  oelow 
facial  value,  and  in  fancy  colours,  without  the  authority 
or  sanction  of  the  government,  the  public  are  hereby 
warned  not  to  purchase  any  stamps  of  the  Transvaal  or 
South  African  Republic,  unless  tney  are  forwarded  by 
the  undersigned  or  his  agents  direct  from  here;  and 
unless  issued  in  the  undermentioned  values  aud  colours, 
being  those  authorized  by  this  government. 

let  issue,  1869 ;  Handstamped  Envelopes. 

1. — Large   sing]e-lined   circle,  enclosing  inscription, 

POTCHEFiiTiiooM,  Z.A.U.,  G.F.K.   1869.     Black  impres- 

aioQ. 

2. — Small  single-lined  circle,    enclosing  inscription, 

POTCUEFSTUOOM,  Z.A.R.   ZUID  AFRIEA-C  PENCE,  '69. 

2nd  issue,  May  1,  1870.    Adhesive  Stamps. 


Arms  of  Republic  in  oval  shield,  surmounted  by  eagle; 
value  on  margin  on  bothsidi*?,  pi^stzeof.l above;  z.  afk. 
RRPUBLICK  below ;  motto,  eexdhagt  maakt  magt.  on  a 
ribbon  bel»»w  the  coat  of  arms.  .  Col.  imp.,  rect.,  rouletted 
and  imperf. 

One  (een)  shilling,  green ;  six  (zes)  pence,  blue ;  on© 
(een)  penny,  reil. 

3rd  issue,  October  1,  18'0. 

Design  as  above.    Col.  imp.,  rect.  rouletted. 
One  ^ecn)  penny,  black. 

4th  issue,  March  1,  1871. 

Design  a>t  above,  but  with  improved  eagle  and  broader 
ribbon.     Col.  imp.,  rouletted  and  imperf. 
Three  (drie)  pence,  violet. 

FRED.  JEPPE, 

I'ostmaster  general  of  the  Repablic    ' 
General  Pont-officc^  Pofchtfatioom, 
Soufh  African  Republic. 
February  16,  1871. 

I  ,  _    II      I  ■  I  -      -  -     ^. — ^— ^^^ 

ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

John  P.  C.,  Falmouth. — The  Bolivian  stamps  yoa 
describe  are  commercial  ones,  and  have  been  knowu  for 
some  time  past. 

F.  C,  Saxmundham. — "We  are  sorry  we  cannot  find 
room  for  the  article  on  **  Cap  of  Liberty  "  stampc.—No 
genuine  Costa  Rii-a  exist  with  a  cap  of  liberty  design. 

B.  T.  N.,  Torqujij'. — The  Cuban  stamps  are  now  used 
in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Probably  the  Baden,  Wur- 
temburg,  and  Uavarian  stamps  will  give  place  to  an 
imperiul  issue  next  year. 

Rev.  R.  B.  E.,  Birmingham. — We  inserted  your  com- 
munication respecting  the  halfpenny  wrapper,  and  must 
acknowledge  that,  together  with  our  correspondent,  J.  C, 
we  were  in  error  as  to  the  motive  for  the  issue  of  the  new 
and  undated  variety. 

C.  0.  W.,  Uttoxeter. — Of  the  half^nny  adhesives,  the 
vertical  row  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  sheet  are  the 
only  ones  which  have  the  outward  edge  {i.e.,  the  edge 
next  the  border)  imperforate,  in  consequence,  no  doubt, 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  perforating  machine  is  ar* 
ranged. — With  reference  to  tne  halfpenny  wrapper,  we 
beg  to  thank  you  for  your  correction,  and  to  refer  you 
to  our  reply  to  our  correspondent,  R.  B.  E. 

M.  S  C.,  Scorton. — The  Oppen's  album,  edited  by  Dr. 
Viner  isa  good  one,  and  the  catalogue  is  reliable.— Thero 
is  a  place  in  it  for  the  Mulready  envelope  represented  on 
our  frontispiece,  but  you  most  of  course  K)ld  the  en- 
velope.— *'  Essay  "  means  a  stamp  submitted  for  the 
Approval  of  the  postal  authorities  of  any  country,  but  not 
icsu<  d  — Yes,  send  stamps  for  the  remaining  numbers. — 
Our  publishers  still  have  bome  bound  volumes  for  1870  on 
hand. 

G.  W.  B.,  M. — I.  We  see  no  cause  to  doubt  the  Greek 
5  lept.— II.  aliio  seems  genuine,  but  III.  and  IV.  look 
suspicious.  We  have  known  the  lilac-grey  Spanish  2  c.  of 
1860  for  a  long  time,  but  have  never  had  proof  of  its 
official  origin,  and  should  not  like  to  accept  it  without 
such  proof.  W^e  have  some  recollection  also  of  having 
seen  ttie  Nevis  which  may  be  an  unperforated  proof— V, 
to  XII.  we  notice  in  our  article  on  new  stamps. — We 
hardly  think  the  small  4  sk.  Danish  (XIII.)  is  rouletted ; 
the  16  sk.  (XIV.)  has  the  appearance  of  being  so.  but  we 
are  inclined  to  doubt  that  it  is.— XV.  and  XVI.,  both  be- 
long to  the  1862  issue.-  -Accept  our  best  thanks  for  numbers 
17  and  18. 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XII. 

BY  OVEIIY  TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

In  matters  postal  the  Belgian  authorities 
liave  always  moved  slowly.  The  coming 
stamps  have  generally  cast  their  shadows  a 
long  way  before ;  years  have  elapsed  between 
the  pablication  of  decrees  authorising  changes 
in  the  type  and  their  execution ;  and  some 
stamps,  of  which  supplies  have  been  struck 
off,  have  never  seen  the  light.  We  6nd  this 
strange  hesitation  has  characterised  the 
Belgian  post-office  from  the  beginning.  In 
1841  the  department  sent  ovor  to  this 
country  an  envoy — Monsieur  L.  Bronne — 
charged  to  examine  and  report  on  the  cheap 
postage  system  which  had  just  before  been 
established.  What  may  have  been  his 
verdict,  history,  in  the  shape  of  M.  Moens, 
to  whom  philatelists  are  almost  exclusively 
indebted  for  their  knowledge  of  the  Belgian 
stamps,  saith  not ;  at  any  rate  it  was  not  until 
six  years  afterwards,  that  the  authorities 
decided  on  following  in  the  wake  of  England, 
and  even  then  they  could  not  summon  up 
the  necessary  courage  to  give  immediate 
force  to  their  decision. 

By  a  law  dated  the  24th  December,  1847, 
the  emission  of  postage  stamps  was  author- 
ised, but  it  required  another  enactment, 
dated  the  22nd  April,  1849,  to  bring  the 
svstcm  of  prepayment  into  actual  use,  and 
the  employment  of  stamps  did  not  com- 
mence until  the  Ist  of  July  following. 

On  that  day  the  first  series  was  issued, 
consisting  of  two  stamps : 

10  centimes  brown 
20         „        dark  blue 
both  showing  a  three-quarter  face  bust  of  the 
then  king  Leopold  I.,  in  military  uniform. 
The  portrait   is   finely   engraved  on    steel, 
and  presents  a  very  fair  resemblance  to  the 
wise  old   monarch.      The   design  is  of  the 
simplest,  and  is  open  to  the  objection  that  the 
numerals  of  value  are  not  large  enough.     On 
the  20  c,  to  the  left  of  the  king,  is  a  kind  of 
scroll  ornament,  which  is  not  found  in  the 
10  c,  though   a  close  examination  of  the 
ground  in  this  latter  value  will  show  faint 


traces  of  a  similar  device.  Both  stamps  pos- 
sess a  watermark,  formed  of  two  L's  inter- 
laced ;  and  M.  Berger-Levrault  states  that 
the  letters  are  sometimes  found  separated  by 
horizontal  and  vertical  lines,  which  I  under- 
stand to  mean,  that  the  monogram  is  framed 
in. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  meet  with 
really  clean  used  copies  either  of  this  or  of 
the  succeeding  series,  as  they  all  bear  the  im- 
press of  a  very  heavy  handstarap,  which  re- 
mained in  use  until  1864,  when  the  post- 
mark now  in  use  was  adopted ;  and  as 
unused  specimens  of  the  first  pair  of  stamps 
are  almost  unattainable,  collectors  have  to 
content  themselves  in  general  with  poor  re- 
presentatives of  a  really  interesting  design. 
Reprints,  however,  can  be  bought  at  from 
five  to  six  shillings  a-piece,  and,  as  the 
originals  are  not  to  be  had,  and  used  speci- 
mens are  so  poor,  this  seems  to  me  a  case  in 
which  collectors  may  fairly  have  recourse  to 
''posthumous*'  impressions.  Besides  the 
reprints,  there  are  also  essays,  or  rather 
proofs,  printed  in  black  on  white,  and  also, 
if  I  mistake  not,  in  black  on  yellow  ;  but 
these  are  mere  fantastic  productions,  which 
belong  to  the  superfluous  class. 

The  two  stamps  issued  in  1849,  were  at 
that  time  quite  sufficient  for  a  postal  system 
into  which  conventions  with  foreign  coun- 
tries scarcely  entered.  The  ten-centime 
stamp  prepaid  the  postage  on  single-weight 
letters  over  a  distance  of  30  kilometres,  and 
the  20  centimes  covered  the  postage  on 
superior  distances.  Whilst,  however,  theso 
stamps  were  being  fabricated,  namely,  on 
the  29th  April,  1849,  a  treaty  was  signed 
with  France,  regulating  the  postaj^e  between 
the  two  countries,  on  the  basis  of  a  forty- 
centime  rate  for  single- weight  letters,  and  this 
treaty  necessitated  the  emission  of  a  40  con- 
time  stamp.  Instead  of  continuing  the  series, 
which  had  been  already  commenced,  the 
government  g^ve  orders  for  the  preparation 
of  a  new  type,  and  the  stamp  which  bore  it 
made  its  appearance  on  the  18th  October, 
1849.  The  French  f^tamp  of  the  same  value, 
it  may  be  here  remarked,  was  issued  in  the 
following  December. 

The  new  Belgian  type  was  evidently  more 
favourably  regarded  by  the  administration 
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than  its  predecessor,  for  we  find  the  latter 
deflnitivelj  suppressed  in  1850,  after  a  cur- 
rency of  hardly  more  than  a  twelvemonth. 
New  10  c.  and  20  c.  stamps  appeared  on  the 
10th  AuguHt  of  that  year,  identical  in  design 
with  the  40  c,  and  forming  with  it  a  new 
series. 

10  centime  sepia. 
20        „       Prussian  blue. 
40        „       carmine-rose. 
All   three  of   these  stamps  bore    the  LL 
watermark,  and  were  printed  at  first  on  thick 
paper,  like  the  first  series ;  afterwards  they 
appeared  on  a  thinner  paper.     The  design 
was  of  at  least  ordinary  merit,  and  to  be 
fairly  judged,   the  earlier   stamps  must  be 
examined ;  later  on,  after  years  of  wear,  it 
naturally  deteriorated. 

In  1861,  a  fresh  impression  took  place  on 
un  watermarked  paper,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  issue  of  a  one-centime  stamp  for  journals. 
Berger-Levrault  gives  the  date  of  the  issue 
of  the  three  higher  values  as  the  1st  March, 
and  that  of  the  one  cent  as  the  1st  June. 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  ho  is  in  accord 
with  Mons.  N.  Roudot,  who  also  gives  the 
date  of  the  royal  decree  authorising  its 
emission — the  23rd  March,  1861. 

The  new  edition  was  formed  as  follows  : — 
1  centime  dark  green,  blue  green. 

10       „        sepia,  light  brown. 

20       „        light  blue,  dark  blue. 

40  „  carmine,  vermilion. 
The  one-centime  stamp  was  issued  for  the 
express  purpose  of  prepaying  journals  and 
printed  matter,  but  soon  after  its  emission 
many  persons  began  to  use  it  for  their  letters. 
Some  of  those  who  did  so  were  actuated  by 
no  malicious  intention,  but  others  gave  the 
one-centime  stamp  a  preference  over  the 
others  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  postal 
employes  more  work,  and  hence  it  happened 
that  the  sorters  had  sometimes  to  impress 
thirty  or  forty  postmarks  on  a  single  letter. 
The  administration,  however,  soon  put  a  stop 
to  these  tricks,  by  issuing  a  notice  restricting 
the  employment  of  this  stamp  to  printed  mat- 
ter, and  declaring  that  it  would  tax,  as  unpaid, 
any  letter  which  should  thereafter  bear  it. 
This  law  remains  in  force  with  regard  to  the 
current  newspaper  stamps. 

Perforation   was  adopted   only  in    1863. 


The  system  had  then  been  in  use  nine  years 
in  England,  and  for  about  the  same  period  in 
France;  but  the  Belgian  administration,  with 
the  effects  of  the  invention  before  their  eyes, 
took  no  steps  to  employ  it,  and  at  length 
Messrs.  Gonweloos  freres,  of  Brussels,  struck 
by  the  negligence  of  the  government,  pro- 
posed to  it  to  construct  a  perforating 
machine,*  but  the  minister  required  time 
for  reflection.  MM.  Gonweloos,  fearing 
that  the  minister  might  take  years  to  come 
to  a  decision,  determined,  meanwhile,  to  give 
notice  to  the  public  that  they  were  ready  to 
perforate  the  stamps  at  a  charge  of  five  cen- 
times per  sheet ;  and  for  this  small  outlay  it 
would  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  perforation 
before  it  was  officially  adopted.  This  effort 
of  private  enterprise,  however,  woke  up  the 
government,  which  hastened  to  name  a  com- 
mittee, which,  in  its  turn  (following  an  in- 
evitable law),  named  a  sub-committee.  The 
sub-committee  went  in  a  body  to  the  manu- 
facturers, for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
proposed  machine.  One  of  the  engineers 
flung  a  disdainful  glance  at  it,  and  did  not 
hesitato  to  put  his  veto  on  it,  because,  ac- 
cording to  him,  it  was  not  worthy  of  the 
country  ;  he  wanted  something  big.  The 
machine  being  only  a  trifle  larger  than  a 
sewing  macliino,  could  not  suit  his  elevated 
views,  and,  besides,  2400  francs  (£96)  was 
the  price  asked  for  it.  The  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  sustained  their  chiefs 
veto,  and  the  proposal  to  purchase  was 
rejected. 

The  public,  however,  which  had  got  wind 
of  the  innovation,  seeing  it  postponed  to  the 
Greek  calends,  clamoured  for  it  all  the 
more,  and  the  prudent  government,  to  get 
out  of  the  difficulty,  instead  of  buying  a 
machine,  entered  into  a  contract  with  MM. 
Gonweloos  for  the  perforation  of  a  certain 
number  of  sheets  of  stamps,  which  was  not 
to  fall  below  five  hundred  per  day.  It  also 
agreed  to  acquire  the  proposed  machine,  if, 
by  its  success,  the  fallibility  of  the  com- 
mittee should  be  'proved.  Perforation, 
therefore,  was  officially  adopted,  and  put  in 
practice  on  the  11th  April,  1863. 

♦  I  am  here  quoting  almost  woi-d  for  word  from  an  in- 
teresting article,  entitled  De  la  Figure  des  Timbres  tn 
Belffique,  published  in  No.  50  of  Z*  Timbre- Foete, 
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All  the  stamps  of  the  existing  series  were 
then  perforated,  and  the  same  shades  of  the 
10,  20,  and  40  c.  exist  as  in  the  1861  edition. 
The  one  centime,  however,  shows  greater 
variation  ;  it  is  found  in  no  less  than  four 
shades,  namely, 

green. 

dark  green. 

light      „ 

olive  „ 
So  extensively  was  this  value  used,  and  so 
constantly  were  the  plates  employed  to  renew 
the  stock,  that  they  soon  wore  down,  the 
finer  lines  of  the  design  disappeared,  and 
the  last  impressions  show  bat  slight  resem- 
blance to  the  type  in  its  pristine  state. 
Another  proof  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
plates  were  used,  is  found  in  the  damage  which 
the  cliche  in  the  upper  left-hand  corner  sus- 
tained ;  thereby  the  letters  in  centime  were 
battered  and  rendered  illegible,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  retouch  or  recut  the  letters  cent. 
This  job  being  roughly  performed,  they  are 
very  unshapely,  and  encroach  on  the  border  ; 
the  N  in  UN  also  appears  to  have  been  touched 
up  and  spoilt.  In  the  other  stamps  the  de- 
sign shows  less  deterioration,  but,  in  all, 
it  is  easy  to  recognise  the  effects  of  four- 
teen years'  wear,  and  the  government  at 
length  decided  on  the  issue  of  a  new  series. 

Generally  speaking,  postal  administrat^ions 
patronise  one  particular  engraver  of  their 
choice;  in  his  ateliers  its  designs  are  mys- 
teriously worked  out,  and  it  is  only  when  the 
stamps  are  on  the  point  of  appearing,  that 
the  public  are  informed  that  a  change  in 
the  type  is  contemplated.  In  this'  instance, 
however,  the  Belgian  post-office  decided  to 
offer  a  prize  for  the  best  design,  and  to  open 
the  competition  to  all  the  world.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1864,  formal  notice 
was  g^ven  of  the  opening  of  the  competition, 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  stamps  was 
prescribed,  and  it  was  also^  stipulated  that 
the  portrait  should  be  inja  circle,  the  value 
in  the  lower  comer  in  fiAires,  and  that  the 


>nMs1 


inscription  should'  conMst  of  the  words 
BELGiQOE  above,  and  postb  below;  lastly, 
a  prize  of  5000  francs  (£200)  was  to  be 
awarded  to  the  successful  competitor.  The 
Ist  July,  1864,  was  fixed  as  the  last  day  for 
the  deposit  of  the  dies,  and  before  it  arrived 


eleven  artists  had  submitted  their  conceptions 
to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  describe  their  pro- 
ductions— are  they  not  chronicled  in  the 
pages  of  L«  Timhre^Poste  ?  Moreover,  they 
are  known  to  us  simply  as  essays.  Not  one 
of  the  proposed  designs  was  accepted,  and  an 
examination  of  the  engravings  reproduced  in 
the  Brussels  journal  proves  that  only  one  of 
them  was  in  any  degree  worthy  of  accept- 
ance. M.  Moens,  speculating  on  the  failure 
of  the  *'^  concouTB^^  argues  that  men  of  first- 
rate  ability  will  not  enter  into  such  com- 
petitions, as,  if  they  do  not  win  the  prize, 
they  lose  entirely  the  result  of  months  of 
labour,  and  are  wounded  in  their  avMur 
propre  by  the  success  of  some,  perhaps,  in- 
ferior artist. 

The  government,  finding  that  no  good 
came  of  the  competition,  addressed  themselves 
to  the  well-known  firm  of  De  La  Rue  &  Co., 
and  ordered  of  them  the  ''  head  "  stamps  of 
the  1855  series,  namely, 

10  centimes  grey. 

20        „         blue. 

30        „         brown. 

40        „         carmine. 

1  franc  lilao. 

Of  these  the  30  c.  and  1  franc  were  the  first 

to  appear,  and  the  first  sheets  of  the  30  c. 

were  only  perforated  down  the  sides — such 

was  the   haste  with  which  they  were  got 

ready.      These  half-perforated  stamps  are 

now  become  rare. 

{To  be  continued.) 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

April  20.* 
The  FhUaielisL — The  last  two  numbers  are 
fully  up  to  the  usual  standard,  and  contain 
very  interesting  reading.  "  The  Envelope 
Stamps  of  Great  Britain  '*  form  the  subject  of 
a  lucid  article,  from  the  pen  of  the  well-known 
"  Parisian  Collector,"  in  the  March  number, 
and  the  same  writer  is  represented  in  the 
April  number  by  a  further  instalment  of 
"  The  Envelopes  of  Germany."  The  "  Spud 
Papers  "  run  through  both  numbers,  and  in 
the  second  the  author  favours  us  with  an  ex- 
planation of  the  grotesque,  but,  as  we  must 
now  admit,  appropriate  explanation  of  the 

*  Crowded  out  of  los^iumbcr. 
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title.  These  papers  are  accompanied  by 
specimens  of  the  forged  stamps  described ; 
in  the  March  number  the  dangerous  Liberian 
counterfeit,  with  the  stereotyped  "Monrowa" 
postmark  is  given  ;  in  the  April  number  the 
coarser  imitation  of  the  current  Bolivian,  and 
the  very  deceptive  copy  of  the  Servian,  are 
given.  We  hope  all  collectors  will  read  these 
papers  ;  they  will  do  more  to  open^he  eyes 
of  the  philatelic  public  to  the  necessity  of 
circumspection  in  buying,  than  all  the  written 
descriptions  in  the  world,  unaccompanied  by 
copies  of  the  forgeries  themselves. 

In  the  course  of  his  comments  on  a  prize 
essay  on  the  advantage  of  rejecting  varieties, 
the  editor  good-naturedly  defends  his  fre- 
quent nse  of  the  term  "  Pendragonite,"  on 
the  ground,  that  "  were  all  words  more  than 
fifty  times  uttered  or  printed  to  bo  expelled 
from  the  language,  he  would  soon  bo  rather 
hard  up  for  means  of  expressing  his 
thoughts.** 

Le  Tlmhre-Poste. — An  interesting  article  on 
the  Peruvian  stamps  runs  through  the  last 
two  numbers,  and  our  translation  thereof  is 
the  best  proof  we  could  give  of  our  apprecia- 
tion of  it.    M.  Moens  has  sometimes  been  the 
subject  of  covert  sarcasm  on  account  of  his 
so   frequently   rendering  official  documents 
verbatim  ei  liteniilm,  but,  for  our  own  part, 
we  consider  he  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  community  for  the  care  he  takes  to  re- 
gister those  departmental  acts  which  affect 
stamps ;   and  we,  in  common,  doubtless,  with 
many  of  our  readers,  are  interested  in  the 
perusal  of  decrees  whereby  the  emission  of 
little-known  scries  has  been  authorised.     In 
this  instance,  the  solemn  style  of  the  regu- 
lations connected  with  the  printing  of  the 
Peruvian  is  most  amusing.     The  custody  of 
the  Lecocq  machine  is  made  the  subject  of 
twenty  different  precautions  ;  a  perfect  round 
of  formalities  are  ordered  to  be  gone  through 
whenever  a  supply  of  stamps  is  printed  off, 
and,  altogether,  it  is  evident  that  the  authors 
of  the  decree  felt  and  rose  to  the  dignity  of 
the  occasion. 

By  the  documents  which  M.  Moens  tran- 
scribed, it  is  made  evident  that  the  sudden 
withdrawal  of  the  5  and  10  c.  llama,  was  not 
due  to  the  effects  of  an  earthquake,  but  to 
a  change  in  government,  which  same  change 


gave  occasion  for  the  issue  of  the  queer  lo- 
comotive 5  c.  stamp  now  in  use,  and  for  the 
reissue  of  the  old  1  dincro,  printed  in  green. 

It  is  rather  humiliating  to  find  that,  not- 
withstanding the  spread  of  collecting,  and 
the  means  which  now  exist  of  obtaining  in- 
formation, so  long  a  period  as  three  years 
should  pa.ss  away  before  the  truth  respecting 
the  emission  of  the  llama  stamps  could  be 
discovered.  However,  better  late  than 
never ;  we  now  know  that  tbe  dictator's 
government  (by  the  way  who  was  the  dic- 
tator?) had  the  sense  to  order  a  series  of 
finely-designed  stamps  from  New  York,  and 
that  its  successor,  acting  upon  a  mere  legal 
quibble,  has  suppressed  them,  in  favour  of 
iar  inferior  types. 

Musons  Coin  and  Si  amp-Collector  s  Moga- 
zine  gives  two  [>ages  to  stamps,  from  one  of 
which  we  make  tbe  following  rather  in- 
teresting extract,  illustrative  of  the  trade  in 
New  York : 

Thr  Stamp  Trade. — A  week's  visit  to  New  York 
Among  the  dealers  in  postage  stamps  has  convinced  us 
that  this  tnitfic  is  increasing  rapidly.  In  one  large 
establishment,  we  witnessed  »  pleasing  sight.  Seated  at 
a  long  table  were  persons  of  cTery  age,  enthusiastically 
scanning  the  dealer's  stock.  Three  persons  were  con- 
stantly engaged  in  assorting  and  counting  the  stampa, 
while  a  cashier  behind  a  wire-protected  desk  was  busy 
taking  in  the  fractional  currency.  Albums  of  every  kind 
and  value  lined  the  shelves ;  some  particularly  fine  oneA 
retailing  for  the  modest  sum  of  hfly  dollars !  In  the 
show  window  front  was  a  huge  inverted  cornucopia,  from 
whose  c:ipat;iou<»  motith  thousands  of  postage  stamps  were 
protruding.  From  the  crowds  entering  and  leaving  this 
establishuient.  daily,  we  should  suppose  the  business  un- 
UHUdlly  pittfitable.  Other  dealers,  in  stores  and  at  the 
street  stands,  were  crowded  with  customers,  and  we  left 
New  York  strongly  and  strangely  impressed  with  the 
encouraging  state  of  this  new  and  infatuating  trade, 
destined  to  take  equal  rank,  at  some  day,  wth  the  more 
important  branches  of  trade  in  this  country. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  the  proprietor  of 
Masnu^s  Mtujazine  is  now  convinced  of  the 
growing  importance  of  stamp-collecting  in 
the  States,  he  will  take  measures  to  increase 
the  space  allotted  to  bis  philatelic  depart- 
ment. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philatehf, — Tbe 
number  before  us  is  a  readable  one.  Among 
the  leading  papers  may  bo  noticed  the 
continuation  of  the  "  History  of  the  United 
States  Post-oflSce,"  and  of  the  article 
on  "United  States  Local  Stamps.''  This 
latter  we  should  like  to  see  published  in  a 
separate  form  on  its  completion,  as  it  is  tbe 
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only  analytical  essay  on  the  subject  in  ex- 
istence, and  is  evidently  written  by  a  com- 
petent hand.  We  notice  that  among  other 
stamps  the  Winans  are  described  this  month, 
and  the  design  on  them  is  described  as  a 
"  bottle."  It  has  generally  been  understood 
to  be  a  winged  shell ;  but  neither  shell  nor 
bottle  are  particularly  appropriate  as  a 
postage-stamp  design,  and  it  would  be  no 
waste  of  time  on  the  part  of  the  writer  of 
the  paper  in  question  if  he  were  to  hunt  up 
the  history  of  the  design,  and  the  stamps 
themselves.  We  have  seen  it  stated,  though 
where  we  cannot  now  remember,  that  the 
Winan  stamps  were  never  in  use:  cannot 
Mr.  J.  W.  Scott  give  some  information  on 
this  point  ? 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  article,  there 
is  an  interesting  bit  of  light  reading,  entitled 
the  "Commencement  of  the  Confederate 
Postal  Service,"  which  we  hope,  later  on,  to 
transfer  to  our  own  colnmns.  It  consists 
of  clippings  from  newspapers  which  appeared 
at  the  time  of  the  secession,  and  of  official  de- 
crees in  reference  to  the  service. 

Since  the  foregoing  has  been  in  type  we 
have  received  the  March  number  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Philately.  It  is  a  rejid- 
able  number,  bat  would  have  been  none  the 
less  so  had  the  list  of  revenue  stamps  been 
absent.  We  are  surprised  that  American 
collectors,  who  are  so  very  touchy  about 
varieties  and  perforation,  should  fly  off  at  a 
tangent  in  pursuit  of  revenue  stamps. 

The  remaining  contents  of  the  number 
are  the  continued  "  History  of  the  United 
States  Post-office,"  in  which  the  writer 
treats  of  money  orders,  and  an  amusing 
article  on  "  The  Profits  of  the  Stamp  Trade 
in  the  United  States."  It  seems  that  the 
thorn  in  the  flesh  of  the  "  seven  persons  or 
firms,"  who  give  their  principal  attention  to 
the  business,  is  the  prevalence  of  small  boys 
who  will  begin  trading  in  stamps  on  a  capital 
of  from  50  to  75  cents.  It  is  true  there  is  a 
quick  succession  of  dealers :  "  the  good  boys 
get  advanced  in  their  situations,  and  then 
give  up  the  business  for  want  of  time;" 
whilst  the  bad  ones  "  are  compelled  to  relin- 
quish their  evil  ways  by  their  parents  or 
employers;"  but  the  worst  of  it  is  that 
others  rise  up  in  their  places.     The  breed  of 


small  boys  h  ineradicable ;  if  it  ever  should 
be  stamped  out,  the  United  States  will  cease 
to  prosper. 

But  there  are  other  evils  in  the  way  of  the 
seven  stamp  dealers  of  the  United  States,  or 
rather  two;  for  of  the  seven  only  five  are 
now  in  business,  and  of  the  five  only  two 
"  have  over  ten  thousand  dollars  invested  in 
the  business."  These  two  find  there  are 
many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  selling  stamps 
cheap.  When  they  buy  they  never  pay  less 
than  25  per  cent,  over  the  facial  value  for 
their  stamps,  and  often  50  to  100  per  cent., 
and  the  exchange  and  freight  is  "  about  one 
thousand  per  cent,  more  than  the  dry-goods 
dealer  pays."  Moreover,  they  have  to  pur- 
chase so  many  varieties  that  the  outlay  is 
large  and  constant.  The  article  finishes 
with  the  following  lamentation : 

It  is  a  safe  calculation  to  say  that  it  takes  an  hour 
to  sell  one  dollar's  worth  of  stamps ;  and  as  a  salesman 
cannot  wait  on  and  answer  the  questions  of  more  than 
three  at  once,  a  large  number  of  hands  have  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  large  stores  occupied  to  accommodite  the  cus- 
tomers, and  as  these  have  to  be  in  good  locution s  one 
thousand  (dols.)  per  year  is  about  the  lowes:  rent  paid, 
some  paying  double  tnat  figure. 

We  think  if  anyone  will  consider  the  above,  they  will 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  stamp  dealers  do  not  make 
such  large  profits  after  all,  and  will  join  with  us  in  the 
opinion  that,  taken  altogether,  considering  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  stock,  and  the  class  of  people  who  disgrace 
the  business,  and  are  able  to  make  as  good  a  show  in  the 
country  as  the  richest  dealers,  that  it  is  the  most  tiresome 
and  poorest-paying  business  in  which  a  man  can  invest 
his  money. 

The  delicate  hints  thus  freely  thrown 
out  as  to  the  large  extent  of  some  stamp- 
dealers*  stores  are  quite  amusing.  Is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  we  dream  of  palatial  edifices 
crammed  with  stamps  from  floor  to  garret, 
a  crowd  of  young  gentlemen  in  irreproach- 
able costume,  employed  in  gracefully  show- 
ing off  the  stock,  whilst  the  proprietor  walks 
about  with  his  hands  in  his  pocket,  wearily 
declaiming  that  "it's  the  most  tiresome, 
poorest- paying  business "  under  the  sun, 
and  he  hopes  to  goodness  no  one  will  be 
stupid  enough  to  set  Aip  in  opposition  to  him  ! 

El  Avenguador. — Our  Madrid  contem- 
porary, in  the  current  number,  increases  the 
space  allotted  to  the  discussion  of  matters 
connected  with  postage  stamps.  One  writer, 
Senor  Rentero,  gives  the  derivation  of  the 
word  philately^  and  also  minutely  describes 
some  "habilitado"  stamps  in  his  possession. 
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In  Another  part  of  the  nnmber  is  funnd  a 
"  PLilatolic  Chronicle,"  in  which  the  emission 
of  the  new  Helsingfors  stamp  ja  referred  to, 
and  its  inscriptions  given.  Following  this 
comes  &  paragraph  on  false  stamps,  referring 
to  certain  forgeries  of  the  Y^  stamps ;  bat 
we  regret  our  Blight  knowledge  of  Spanish 
will  not  permit  ns  to  hope  to  be  able  ac- 
curately to  render  the  information  contained 
therein. 

In  the  two  preceding  numbers  are  found 
notes  from  the  pen  of  Senor  Fardo  de 
FigneroA,  on  the  12  cnartos,  1857,  respecting 
which  he  inqaires  if  it  over  was  really  in 
nse,  and  if  any  reader  can  prodace  a  copy, 
and  also  on  the  2  cnartos  of  1854,"  of  which 
specimens  are  said  to  have  been  fonnd  print* 
cd  on  the  loop- watermarked  paper  of  the 
1855  series.  The  learned  writer  pertinently 
asks  how  snch  an  erreur  d'iinpreeiion  could 
possibly  occor.  Another  writer  discusses 
the  French  equivalents  for  watermark— ^n- 
gramme  and  JUirfrane — with  a  view  to  decide 
which  is  really  the  more  important.  Al- 
together there  is  an  earnBat  air  about  the 
contributions  to  this  journal;  and  though 
philately  is  now  in  its  infancy  in  Spain,  it 
will  rapidly  mature  if  only  it  continues  to  be 
studied  in  the  same  spirit  as  it  is  at  present. 

T/ie  Ameriean  Stamp  Mercury. — The  copy 
before  us  consists  of  three  single  Mercuries 
rolled  into  one,  and  is  correspondingly  bulky. 
It  is  principally  composed  of  reprints;  but 
there  is  one  article  in  it,— the  "  Hints  on 
Collection,"  by  Mr.  Tiffany,  reproduced  in 
the  present  number, — which,  after  a  pretty 
long  acquaintance  with  American  periodicals, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  to  be  the 
best-written  paper  which  has  ever  appeared 
in  an  American  stamp  journal.  It  is  dis- 
tinguished by  an  entire  absence  of  that  in- 
flated style  which  generally  characterises  the 
writings  of  philatebsts  over  the  water;  and, 
coupled  with  this,  there  is  such  clesmnss  of 
expression,  and  attention  to  grammatical 
rules,  as  to  render  the  article  pleasant  read- 
ing, evou  to  those  who  may  differ  from  the 
opinions  it  ennnciates. 

*  [Copiea  of  tbe  2  cuartoa  of  1851,  on  Ihc  toon-water- 
ninrkcd  paper  of  the  185-}  Kriea,  exist  in  Ihe  collMtiotis 
of  Duon  A.  de  B uid  of  Mr  Pbilbiick.— Ed.] 


NEWLT-ISSOED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Sarawak. — In  further  reference  to  onr  last 
month's  chronicle,  we 
append  an  illustration 
of  tbe  new  Sarawakiaa 
type.  We  need  only  re- 
peat that  the  impressiou 
is  in  brown  on  yellow 
paper. 

AI.3ACE  AND   LURRAIMC. 

^  -■*     — We     noticed    in    our 

last  the  appearance  of  the  2,  10,  and  20  cen- 
times, with  inverted  ground.  Wo  have 
since  received  information,  from  various 
correspondents,  that  this  variety  is  found 
also  in  the  other  values,  ant)  hence  no  entire 
"inverted"  set  exiaU.  It  appears  that  a 
new  series  of  adhesives  has  already  boen 
prepared  for  these  provinces,  and  they  aro 
described  as  follows  by  our  Brighton  con- 
temporary : 

"They  are  rectangular,  roulettcd,  colour 
on  white.  A  frame  broken  at  each  angle  by 
small  squares,  placed  lozengewise,  and  con- 
taining Pmssian  eagles,  bears  elsass  on  tUe 
led,  UNO  at  top,  LOTHRiNOEH  on  the  right,  and 
the  value,  in  centimes,  at  bottom.  The  up- 
per portion  of  the  frame  is  broken  by  w 
lanrelled  circle  enclosing  tbe  imperial  crown. 
The  centre  holds  a  portrait  of  the  emperor. 
King  William.  The  colours  are  dull.  Lor- 
raine is  officially  defunct;  letters  tbence  being 
postmarked  lothringrn." 

We  know  not  whether  our  contemporary 
has  certain  intelligence  that  the  above  des- 
cribed design  is  the  adopted  one;  we  ara 
almost  inclined  to  think  that  they  are  only 
a  project«d  set,  seeing  that,  according  to  our 
information,  it  is  in  contemplation  to  issue  a 
series  of  the  prosaic  "  numeral  of  value " 
type  for  the  German  empire.  If  the  Qermaa 
authorities  pat  the  emperor's  portrait  on  the 
special  set  for  tbe  conquered  provinces,  it 
can  only  be  with  intent  to  familiarise  the 
inhabitants  with  their  new  ruler's  features. 
However,  as  the  official  Sirasburg  journal 
of  the  14th  April  last  contained  a  request  to 
the  Alsatians  and  Lorrainers  to  use  up  their 
French  stamps  as  quickly  as  possible,  as  new 
ones  were  to  be  issued  on  the  IH  May,  we 
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presume  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  ac- 
cepted types  are  issued,  and  oar  doubts  set 
at  rest.* 

German  EMPrRB. — In  continuation  of  the 
foregoing  remarks  we  may  mention  that  one 
of  our  correspondents  states  that  the  new 
set  of  stamps  for  the  empire  will  come  into 
use  earlier  than  had  been  anticipated  ;  he  is 
informed  they  will  see  the  light  on  July  IsL 
Another  correspondent,  writing  from  Berlin, 
sends  us  rough  sketches  of  two  proofs  of  the 
new  stamps,  which  he  has  obtained  from  a 
good  source.  They  are  almost  identical  in 
design  with  those  now  current  in  the  North 
German  Confederation,  but  the  legend,  in 
consequence  of  the  change  in  government, 
is  shortened  to  deutschbr  post  bbzikk.  On 
the  groschen  stamp  there  is  an  imperial 
crown  in  the  inscribed  circle,  under  the 
figure  of  valae ;  but  even  this  symbol  is  ab- 
sent from  the  kreuzer  stamp  in  the  sketch 
before  us.  A  third  correspondent,  at  Carls- 
ruhe,  informs  us  that  the  1st  July  is  speci- 
fied in  the  official  journals  as  the  date  of  the 
emission  of  the  new  series,  and  the  Carls- 
ruhe  government  paper  adds  that  therefore 
no  more  Baden  stamps  will  be  printed. 
Wurtemburg  and  Bavaria  will,  it  appears, 
still  keep  their  own  stamps. 

France. — From  St.  Petersburg  a  corres- 
pondent sends  us  perforated,  or  rather  rou- 
letted  specimens  of  the  Bordeaux  printed  1, 
2,  and  10  centimes,  which  he  had  received 
on  letters  from  Lille.  These  are  curiosities 
in  their  way,  aud  have  probably  been  rou- 
letted  by  private  persons.  M.  Moens,  how- 
ever, has  been  informed  by  a  postal  emphnje 
at  Bordeaux,  that  some  postmasters  who 
had  in  their  possession  rouletting  machines, 
which  they  had  formerly  used  to  facilitate 
the  separation  of  money-order  forms,  re- 
ceipts, &c.f  had  applied  the  system  to  the 
imperforate  Bordeaux  stamps.  Among 
others  (says  the  employe^  in  the  course  of  his 
letter  to  5i.  Moens)  you  will  find  enclosed 
a  series  of  perforated  stamps,  which  came 
from  Autun. 

Collectors  must  be  on  their  guard  against 


*  In  the  current  number  of  Le  Timbre' Potter  just  to 
band,  M.  Moeni  states  tliat  he  has  been  informed  by  the 
Berlin  post-oflSce  that  it  is  not  intended  to  issue  a  new 
■tries  at  present. 


forgeries  of  the  perforated  republic  stamps, 
Paris-printed  issue.  We  have  already  had 
specimens  sent  us  of  a  brown  and  a  blue. 
They  are  very  poor  imitations,  on  a  clear 
white  paper,  and  are  postmarked  with  a 
star-shaped  mark,  formed  of  dots,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  a  numeral,' — "16  "  on  the 
stamps  before  us.  The  colours  do  not  re- 
semble those  of  the  originals,  and  the  forgers 
have  made  one  lithograph  serve  for  the  two 
colours,  so  that  both  bear  the  same  value,  viz., 
20  centimes. 

The  Belgian  journal  notices  a  very  apo- 
cryphal series  of  field-post  cards,  for  the 
late  French  army  of  the  North.  Our  con- 
temporary expresses  the  grave  doubts  he  has 
respecting  them,  and  we  can  confirm  him  in 
his  suspicions  of  them.  We  have  known 
both  officers  and  men  in  that  army,  and  none 
among  them  have  any  knowledge  of  such ; 
moreover,  we  have  seen  various  notices 
emanating  from  the  postal  officials  charged 
with  the  direction  of  the  field-post  of  that 
array,  in  which  the  necessity  of  indicating 
the  regiment,  battalion,  and  company  of  the 
soldiers  was  insisted  on,  but  there  was  never 
any  reference  to  envelopes  or  cards  having 
been  specially  prepared  for  their  correspon- 
dence. M.  Moens  refers  also  to  cards  having 
been  issued  for  the  use  of  the  armies  of  the 
East  and  the  Loire.  Respecting  that  of  the 
East,  we  cannot  speak  from  personal  know- 
ledge, but  having  been  in  correspondence 
with  soldiers  in  the  army  of  the  Loire,  wo 
know  that  their  letters  always  came  in 
ordinary  closed  envelopes,  and  unstamped; 
the  words  armee  sufficing  to  free  them. 

We  have  had  for  a  long  time  past  in  our 
possession  an  envelope  bearing  a  kind  of 
unpaid  stamp,  which  we  believe  to  be  unique. 
It  consists  of  the  postmark  with  the  value, 
30  centimes,  in  the  upper  part.  The  post- 
mark is  formed  of  a  double  ring.  In  the 
upper  half  is  the  word  paris,  in  the  lower 
the  name  of  the  post-office,  r.  de  cleby  ;  in 
the  middle  is  the  date — 6**  8  Nov.,  69 — and, 
breaking  the  inner  ring,  just  below  the  word 
Paris,  is  the  denomination — 30  c. — in  thick 
figures.  The  uselessness  of  an  unpaid 
letter  stamp  incorporated  in  the  postmark  is 
proved  from  the  fact  that  the  postman  did 
not  collect  the  unpaid  postage.     The  letter 
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'    Adresse 

1 
LEVELEZESI  LAP. 

CCBtESrOtlDIII.IlltTI.                                i 

.      -      -                   il 

i 

I  French  town, 
to  whicli  the  postage  could  only  bo  20  cen- 
times ;  we  therefore  cannot  think  that  the 
"  30  c."  represents  a  sum  paid  by  the  sender, 
and  the  letter  itself  bore  no  stamp  what- 
ever. 

HuNOART- — The  above  card  has  jnat  been 
issued  for  use  in  the  Hungarian  kingdom, 
and  forms  its  first  postage  "  stamp."  It 
will  be  observed  that  below  the  portrait  of 
the  emperor-king  is  the  royal  crown  and  the 
Hangartan  arras.  The  stamp  itself  is  in 
yeliow,  varying  from  bright  to  palo,  on  a 
kind  of  buff  paper,  and  tbe  inscriptions, 
which  are  in  the  two  langnages,  are  in  black. 

Sandwich  Islands. — Wo  are  now  able  to 
.^„    present  to    onr  readers 


gret  that    i 


■r-ra  present  to  onr  reauera 
1*  i  the  annexed  engravings 
*  ]    of  the  thr-"  "—'   "»- 


stamps. 


The 
portrait  on  the  one  cent 
is  decidedly  the  most 
striking  and  life-like 
female  portrait  of  all 
"  ;  that  are  found  on  post- 
■^"'^  age  stamps,  but  we  re- 
illustration    but   imperfectly 


represents  the  original.     The  Princess  Kum- 
amaln  was  evidently  a  lady  of  prepossessing 


appearance,    who,    in    her  day,    must  bare 

bewitched  the  Hawaiian  beanx. 
New  Granada. — Aiiiioquia. — The  stamp 
.  depicted  in  annexed  illns- 
tratioQ  has  inst  been  dis- 
covered, and  forma  the 
second  of  that  value ;  but 
whether  it  is  an  old  or  a 
new  emission  is  aoknown. 
It  is  printed  in  rose-car- 
mine on  white  paper.  The 
other  stamps,  the  2|,  6,  10, 

and  20  c,  now  arrive  oa  much  thicker  paper, 

and  the  10  c.  is  no  longer  lilac-slate,  bat 

reddish  violet. 
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BREV-KORT. 

(Paa  denne  Side  strives  kun  Adressen.) 


Til 


Russia. — We  Kobjoia  nn  engraTJnK  of  the 

Tver    stamp,    describeii 

.     ]nst  month,  aad    wLicb, 

y    like  the  Longa,  fans  be- 

|l    come  coramon.     Tbeen- 

H    graving  of  the  Berdiansk 

f    will   only    be   ready   for 

our    next    number.     M. 

Moens  haa  received  a  o 

kop.  Soatnmy,  Termilion  on  grey  paper. 

Uhited  States.  —  The  new  seven-cent 
stamp  is  now  in  nse,  and  it  tnma  oat  to  be  a 
Teiy  satisfactory  addition  to  tbe  cnrreiit 
nries.     It  presents  a,  likeness,  in  profile,  of  a 


geotlemaD  whom  nstnre  has  blessed  with  a 
beard  of  nnnsnal  length,  whose  name  we 
know  not,  and  of  whose  particnlar  "  walk  " 
in  American  political  life  we  find  no  indi- 
cation in  tbe    severely    simple    emaments 


which  sorronnd  tJie  oval  frame.  Tbe  colonr 
of  ibis  freiili  oomei'  is  a  brilliant  scarlet. 
Tbe  envelope  series  has  received  an  addition 
in  the  shape  ofn  one  cent  hesd  of  Franklin, 
of  the  usual  type,  and  coloured  bright  blue, 
like  tbe  postage  stamp  of  tbe  same  value. 

Id  addition  to  the  one-cent  envelope,  the 
24  c,  with  effigy  of  General  Scott,  and  tbe 
30  c.,  with  that  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  have 
made  their  appearance.  Tbe  annexed  en- 
gravings render  description  unnecessary. 


We  have  only  to  state  that  tbe  colonrs  are 
as  follows : 

24  c.  bright  violet  on  yellow  and  on  white. 

SOc.  black  „  „ 

The  24  c.  is  as  charming  as  its  adhesive 
equivalent. 

Denmark. — The  following  values  of  the 
service  stamps,  of  which  tbe  type  was  given 
in  onr  April  nomhor,  are  now  cnrreot : — 


THIC  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


2  sk.  bright  bine. 

4    „  bright  carmine. 
16    „  green. 
Tbcj  nre  all  perforated,  aad  form  together  a 
vcrj  pleasing  trio. 

On  the  preceding  page  is  the  type  of  the 
new  Dnnisb  poet  cards  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
rcprodnce  the  beaatj  of  the  external  Greek 
border..  Altogether,  these  Danish  c^rds  are 
entitled  to  take  rank  as  the  neatest  which 
have  yet  appeared.  The  cards  themselves 
are  white,  and,  being  slightly  glazed,  are  su- 
perior to  those  of  other  conntries.  The 
values  are — 

i  sk.  bine. 


There  are  also  official  post  cards,  identical  io 
design,  but  inscribed  rjeNESTe-BKi;vKOitT  (offi- 
cial correspondence  card). 

The  annexed  design 
is  that  which  appears 
on  the  flap  of  the  Da- 
nish returned  •  letter 
envelopes,  and  notice 
of  it  is  due  to  M. 
Moens,  who  gives  a 
translation  of  the  in- 
scriptions printed  on  the  back,  which  are  of 
the  usual  class.  The  stamp  and  legendsare 
printed  in  black,  the  envelopes  themselves 
being  white. 

Philippines.— The  series  of  stamps  similar 

I  to  the  Cuban  series  of  1870, 
has  not  yet  been  issued,  but 
it  probably  will  be  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year, 
and  the  values  are  now 
known.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

5  cent  de  escudo  blue. 

10       „  „  dark  green. 

20       „  „  bistre. 

40       „  „  bright  rose. 

They  differ  from  the  Cuban  only  in  being 
nudatod,  the  lower  scroll  being  occupied 
with  the  denomination  of  value,  c"  db  ebc", 
alone.  The  stamps  are  perforated,  bat  M. 
Moens   has  a  10  centime  variety  nnperfo- 

Spain. — It  is  said  that  the  new  series,  with 
effigy  of  King  Amadeus,  will  make  its  ap- 


pearance on  Int  July,  and  M.  Moens  refers 
to  a  report  that  a  type  has  been  submitted 
by  a  Turin  engraver.  Senor  M.  P.  de 
tigueroa  sends  us  a  clipping  from  La  Com- 
gyondeneUt,  a  Cadiz  paper  of  the  30th  March 
last,  in  which,  in  the  conree  of  a  few  remarics 
on  the  coming  series,  it  is  stated  that  the 
bust  of  the  king  is  extremely  well  executed, 
and  that  the  designs  have  mach  greater 
artistic  merit  than  their  predecessors. 

Bavabia.— Weare  indebted  to  M.  Moens 
'-]  for  notice  of  a  new  Ba- 
^  varian  watermurk,  which 
J  is  found  on  the  carrent 
S  perforated  stamps,  and 
'  consists  of  two  lozenges, 
?   ^  y    '^     one  above  the  other.    Pro- 

'  bably  the  adoption  of  a 
watermark  is  due  to  the 
difficulty  of  working  the  silk  thread  in 
stamps  which  are  hulf  separated  from  each 
otLer  by  the  dents  of  the  perforation. 

Bavaria  now  possesses  a  post  card,  aad  one 
of  very  simple  design.  It  bears  no  impres- 
sed stamp,  but  a  dotted  square  indicntea 
where  the  adhesive  is  to  be  affiled ;  and,  with 
true  German  practicality,  dotted  circles  are 
added,  wherein  the  postmark  of  the  rficeiving 
and  .delivering  offices,  respectively,  must  be 
struck.     In  the  upper  part  of  the  card  are 

the    words     BATERN — <;ORRESPOSDENZ.KARTE — 

following  which  come  the  lines  for  the  ad- 
dress; below  which,  and  covering  more  than  a 
third  of  the  entire  space,  come  six  lengthj' 
regulations  in  connection  with  the  employ- 
ment of  the  post  card.  The  impressions  are 
in  black,  the  card  itself  buff. 

WuRTEHDURO  has  likewise  issued  post 
cards,  value  I  and  3  kr.,  respectively,  bearing 
the  impressed  envelope  stamp  in  the  colours 
usual  to  those  values.  In  a  curved  line  in 
the  upper  edge  of  the  card  are  the  worda 

BONIOL    WURTEMBEBGISCHES    POSTGEBIET  ;    thCU 

come  the  national  arms,  as  on  the  adhesives ; 
and  betow  that,  in  a  straight  line,  CORRES- 
PONDEKz-KARTE.  Then  come  the  usual  lines 
for  the  address,  and  below,  six  regulations 
as  on  the  Bavarian  cards,  but  more  con- 
cisely worded.  The  cards  are  blue,  and  the 
inscriptions  black.  On  the  reverse  are  traced 
a  number  of  fine  dotted  lines  to  aid  the 
writer.     Besides  these  cards  there  are  also 
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moDcy-order  envelopes,  and  money-order 
post  cards.  The  envelopes  are  on  bnfl*  paper, 
of  the  values  of  4  kr.  yellow,  6  kr.  blue,  7  kr. 
green,  9  kr.  brown  ;  and  the  cards  are  3  kr. 
rose,  6  kr.  blae,  7  kr.  blue,  12  kr.  violet,  14 
kr.  lilac;  this  latter  value  being  formed  of 
two  7  kr.  struck  side  by  side. 

Guatemala. — The  design  here  represented 
was  drawn  in  1867,  by  M.  Hulot,  the  cele- 

bratc^d  Parisian  engraver ; 
and  the  annexed  illustration 
appeared  in  our  number  for 
January,  1868.  It  now  ap- 
pears, that  after  a  delay  of 
more  than  three  years,  the 
Guatemalan  government  has 
employed  the  type,  and  is- 
soed  four  values,  viz. : — 

1  centavo  bistre. 
%>        „       brown. 
10        „       blue. 
20        „       carmine. 
They  are  prinled  in  colour  on  white  paper, 
and  perforated.      Of  their  genuineness,  ac- 
cording to  M.  Moens,  there  is  no  question. 

A  FEW  HINTS  ON  THE  SELECTION 
OF  SPECIMENS  AND  THE  AR. 
RANGEMENT  OF  A  COLLECTION. 

BY   J.    K.    TIFFANY. 
{Reprinted  from  **  The  American  Stamp  Merenry") 

Collections  of  any  kind  are  chiefly  valuable 
in  this,  that  they  are  in  some  sort  illustrated 
histories,  and  as  such  their  comparative  value 
depends  largely  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  col- 
lector and  the  arrangement  of  the  specimens. 
A  small  collection,  where  each  specimen  is 
a  representative  of  a  class,  and  each  class  is 
found  represented  in  its  proper  order,  may 
tell  us  much  more  than  many  of  the  largest 
collections,  where,  too  often,  specimens  are 
selected  only  because  of  their  variety,  or  the 
attempt  is  made  to  procure  everything  pos- 
sible, and  everything  is  thrown  together,  as 
it  were,  without  any  system.  Now,  if  our 
stamp-collecting  friends,  who  have  so  many 
protests  to  make  about  the  multiplication 
of  varieties,  would  adopt  this  view,  there 
would  be  less  useless  discussion  as  to  what 
should  be  collected,  and  without  any  great 


increase  in  the  number,  their  collections 
might  be  made  much  more  valuable;  for 
instead  of  collecting  all  their  specimens  on 
the  same  kind  of  paper,  with  the  same 
watermark  and  perforation,  they  might  be 
induced  to  adopt  some  such  selections  as  the 
following  for  New  Zealand,  for  example. 
Of  this  country  we  usaally  find  in  small 
collections  the  six  values  of  the  same  type, 
and  perhaps  two  or  three  varieties  of  shade 
of  the  one  penny,  threepence,  sixpence,  and 
the  two  colours  of  the  fourpence — all  these 
with  the  star  watermark,  and  perforated. 
Now  suppose  their  owners  had  selected  in- 
stead the 

Id.  light  red   on  blue  paper,  no  watermark  or  perforation. 

2d.  blue           „  white  „  „  „ 

6d.  brown        .,  pelure  „  „  „ 

U.  light  green,,  white  „  star  ,,         no  „ 

4d.  roAe            „  ,,      „  „  „  machine  „ 

4a  yellow        ,,  „      „  „  „          „  „ 

3d.  violet         „  „      „  „  „  roulette  „ 

l8.  dark  green  „  pelure,,  .,  „  machine  „ 

Id.  dark  red     ,,  white  „  N  Z.  „           „  „ 

— then  all  the  leading  varieties  of  this  country 
would  be  indicated  by  its  representative,  and 
no  addition  to  the  numl)er  of  specimens 
made,  while  the  additional  study  bestowed 
on  making  such  a  selection  would  eventually 
be  a  great  gain  to  the  science  of  philately. 
Other  countries  should  be  represented  in  the 
same  way,  the  plan  being  to  indicate  not 
only  every  type  and  value  issued,  but  also 
every  mode  of  perforation,  paper,  watermark, 
&c. :  such  a  collection  would  be  as  near 
complete  as  perhaps  it  is  possible  for  any  of 
us  to  get,  but  would  leave  much  to  be  in- 
ferred. The  next  step  is  to  get,  not  only  a 
single  representative  of  each  variety,  but  all 
the  various  values  of  each  variety ;  and 
could  one  obtain  them  all,  then  nothing 
would  be  left  to  inference. 

Such  has  been  the  course  we  have  pursued 
in  forming  a  collection  of  between  five  and 
six  thousand  specimens.  About  eleven  years 
since  we  began  by  getting  every  type  and 
value  we  could  ;  we  then  added  one  represen- 
tative specimen  of  each  watermark  and 
perforation  of  which  we  could  hear ;  the  col- 
lection now  being  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  as  many  representatives  of  each  variety  as 
we  can  procure.  During  this  time  we  have 
had  some  four  albums,  and  examined  a  groat 
many  others,  and  perhaps  our  present  ar- 
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ran^ement,  which  is  oar  own  adaptation  of 
all  the  ideas  and  suggestions  we  could  get, 
may  be  of  valae  to  others  of  less  experience. 
We  place  but  one  set,  or  at  most  two,  on  a 
page,  giving  as  manj  pages  to  each  country 
as  are  necessary,  and  as  we  employ  movable 
pages,  can  add  to  them  whenever  necessary. 
Our  New  Zealand  stamps  (we  use  this 
country  as  a  convenient  illustration)  are  ar- 
ranged in  sets,  as  we  call  them,  thus : 

1st  page,  Ist  line,  blue  paper,  no  wmk.,  no  perf. 

2nd  „    soft  white     „       „      „      „     „ 

2nd  page,  lat  „    hard     „        „       „      „      „     „ 

2nd  line,  white  paper,  yarious  pcrf.  of  above. 

3ru  „        f,        ,,  „         „     „      f, 

3rd  page,  lat  „    pelure    „  no  wmk.,  imperforate. 

2nd  „        „        „  „      „     penorationa. 

4th  page,  Ist  „    star  watermark,  no  perforations. 

2nd  „      „         t,  ,}  n    cont 

5th  page,  Ist  „      „         „  roulette  «, 

2nd  „      „  „  machine,, 

6th  page,  Ist  „      „  „  pelure  paper,  no  perf. 

2nd  „      „  „  „  „  roulette  „ 

3rd  „      „  „  no  perforation. 

7th  page,  Ist  „  N.  Z.       „  machine  &  obliqu3  „ 

2nd  ..      ..  ,.  roulette 


3rd 


machine 


SO  that  all  the  specimens  upon  the  page  have 
the  same  watermark,  and  those  in  each  line 
the  same  perforation.  We  were  surprised 
when  we  had  made  this  arrangement  to  find 
how  much  our  collection  had  gained  in  mere 
beauty,  while  we  have  room  enough  for  many 
additions  to  each  variety,  if  they  turn  up 
hereafter. 

But  what  we  claim  as  the  great  merit  of 
our  albam  is  the  peculiar  construction  of  the 
several  pages,  which  consist  each  of  two 
sheets  of  cardboard  of  the  desired  size  (eleven 
inches  by  fourteen  is  the  size  we  have 
adopted),  the  upper  sheet  slightly  tinted  and 
cut  out  like  the  mat  of  a  photograph,  and 
pasted  to  the  under  one,  which  is  white,  so 
as  to  form  a  contrasted  raised  border  to  it, 
about  two  inches  wide.  The  name  of  the 
country  is  printed  above  on  this  border,  and 
on  the  sides  may  be  indicated  the  peculiarities 
of  the  stamps  on  the  page.  This  page  is 
then  attached  to  a  narrow  strip  about  half 
an  inch  wide,  as  thick  as  the  two  sheets 
forming  the  page,  with  a  cloth  hinge,  much 
as  photograph  albums  are  sometimes  made. 
In  these  strips  are  inserted  eyelets,  through 
which  the  cords  pass  which  fasten  the  pages 
together.  Our  pages,  so  prepared,  are  strung 
together  in  their  order  in  one  of  Emerson's 


patent  binders  as  a  cover.  By  this  plan  we 
can  add  a  new  page  when  and  where  we 
please  with  little  trouble,  and  when  the 
album  is  shut,  the  edges  come  close  together, 
Jceeping  out  all  dust,  and  preventing  any 
rubbing  or  compression  of  the  stamps  by  the 
opposite  pages.  When  the  fancy  takes  us 
we  can  arrange  our  whole  collection  anew, — 
geographically  to-day,  alphabetically  to- 
morrow, and  chronologically  when  we  please. 
In  order  to  expose  the  under  side  of  the 
stamp  to  view,  show  the  watermark,  &c.,  we 
thought  at  first  of  mounting  the  stamps  on 
a  hinge,  so  that  they  could  be  raised,  bat 
finally  decided  to  cut  out  a  hole  of  the  shape 
of  the  stamps,  bat  a  little  smaller,  securing 
the  stamp  by  gum  at  the  comers  only. 
On  the  right  side  of  the  page  we  mark  the 
date  under  each  stamp,  indicating  the  water- 
marks on  the  i*everse  side.  Our  envelopes, 
when  entire,  we  arrange  on  similar  pages, 
which  are,  however,  composed  of  three  sheets 
of  cardboard,  the  upper  and  lower  like  those 
described,  but  the  middle  one  cut  into  four 
bands,  with  five  narrow  slips  about  half  an 
inch  wide  cut  out.  The  flap  of  the  envelope 
is  slipped  under  one  of  these  slips,  and  the 
bottom  of  the  envelope  under  the  next  lower 
one,  which  keeps  them  in  place,  and  makes 
it  easy  to  remove  them,  when  desired,  for 
examination.  By  this  arrangement  we  caa 
have  three  rows  on  a  page. 

A  FEW  NOTES   ON  THE   STAMPS 
OP  WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 

BY  EDWARD  L.   PEMBEIITON. 

{Continued  from  page  bo.) 
COLOURS. 

These  I  have  done  my  best  to  describe 
thoroughly  in  the  list  given.  I  have  termed 
the  6d.  1861  purple-brown,  after  Mr.  Taylor; 
it  seems  the  best  term,  and  is  more  distinct 
from  the  succeeding  shades  when  thus  de- 
scribed. There  is  so  much  difference  in  the 
shades  of  the  6d.,  which  follow  this,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  distinguish  each  clearly  by  name. 
It  will  be  seen  I  omit  the  6d.  blue-green  of 
1861 :  I  have  never  met  with  one  meriting 
the  name.  In  the  following  list  great  care 
has  been  taken  not  to  encumber  it  with 
shades  too  minutely  distinct  from  each  other. 
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THE   LIST   OF  VARIETIES. 

If  the  reader  will  turn  to  p.  1 76  in  your 
18G9  volnme,  a  roagli  list  will  be  fonnd  of 
Barbados,  on  a  plan  which  I  have  attempted 
to  work  out  thoroughly  in  the  following  list. 
I  believe  a  catalogue  on  this  principle  would 
be  a  wonderful  success,  but  the  labour  in 
compiling  it  is  excessive.  In  the  list  of 
varieties,  no  shades  are  given  separately 
which  are  not  clear  and  distinct  from  the 
others;  nothing  vexatiously  bewildering  is 
given  in  tints,  for  I  can  now  see  the  impossi- 
bility of  chronicling  them  clearly.  Distinct 
primary  tints  are  chosen.  Where  much 
variation  exists,  a  ^'  denotes  "  varying ;  " 
there  are  the  clear  extremes  given  ;  and  let 
the  collector  of  varieties  take  more  if  he 
likes,  to  make  intermediate  shades,  but  I 
shall  not  again  fill  up  my  lists  by  trying  to 
describe  tints  which  are  indescribable,  and  of 
which  the  very  catalogue  is  overwhelming. 

In  conclusion,  the  error.  No.  17  a.,  is  cata- 
logued, but  I  never  saw  it.  Have  any  of  your 
readers  a  copy  ? 


Swan  swimminz,  named,  various  frames: 
tjrpographed,  colour^  impressions. 

Reeds  and  sun's  rays ;  solid  octagonal  frame. 
Netted  background ;  solid  octagonal  frame. 
Netted  background  ;  solid  oval  frame. 
Netted  background ;  netted  oblong  frame. 
Netted  background ;  solid  oblong  frame. 


I.  iM.  A  Ra  1 186T.    1 . — Twopence,  black -brown  on  red. 

2. — Sixpence,  bronze. 
n.  3. — Fourpence,  blue. 

ni»  4.— One  snilling,  red-brown,  pale  brown. 

IV.  1 1863.    5. — One  penny,  black. 

▼•  6. — ^Twopence  vermilion. 

7.— Fourpence,  blue. 
8. — Sixpence,  green. 
^'  M.       1S6I.    9. — One  penny,  rose. 
^*  10. — ^Twopence,  blue. 

11. — Fourpence,  vermilion. 
12. — Sixpence,  purple-brown. 
13. — One   shilling,   dark  green,    bright 
green. 
IV,  IM2.  14. — One  penny,  brown -carmine. 

V»  1863.  15.— Sixpence,  light  violet,  dark  purple- 

violet. 
IV.  180S.  16. — One  penny,  olive  yellow,  olive  brown. 

17.— Twopence,  yellow. 
18. — Fourpence,  carmine. 
19. — Sixpence,  deep  violet,  mauve. 
20. — One  shilliog,  deep  green. 


I. 
n. 


nr. 

V. 


!•    i«.fi»7.(i)   l.—Twopence,black  brown  ▼•on  light  red. 
9wmwmh.)    2.—       „  „  on  deep  red. 


Ko.  12i 

1{o.l3i 
Ro.  H 


O)  3. — Sixpence,   bronze 

white. 
4. — Sixpence,   bronze 

yellowish. 
0)   5. — Twopence 
(2)   6. — Sixpence 

(1)  7. — Twopence 

(2)  8. — Sixpence 


on 


on 


from 

Eroaehlni 
Uek  Mid  gregr 
•t  times. 


•c 


various  shftdM. 


n.    im.  t  1867  (3)  9. — Fourpence,  blue  "-  on  white. 


Ro.  H 

R3.  12i 
Ro.  14 
Pin  p«rf.  17 
Error 


10.— 

11.— 

12.— 
13.— 
14.— 
15.— 
16.— 
17.— 
17a.- 


» 

»> 
»» 

»♦ 


light  blue  on  yellowish, 
deep  dull  blue        „ 
dull  indigo  „ 

indescrimtble  tints  „ 


Tvloas  shadsa. 


Rwan  npaldo  down. 


Im.  1 1667(4)  18. — One  shilling  red-brown  or^ 

sienna 
19. — One   shilling   deep    warm 

brown 
20. — One     shilling     daric    cold 

brown  ▼•to 
21.— One  shilling  pale  cold  brown 

ihenov  to 

22. — One  shilling  dull  cinereous 

tints 
23.— One  shilling  ) 


paper 

.  mora  or 

►■leas  T«l- 

lowlahor 

grejiMh, 


Ro.  9^ 
Ro.  12i 

Ro.  14 


nurlooa  shadaa,  except  18. 


nr. 


V. 


25-        „  1 

im.t  iseo  (6)  26.— One  penny,  black  on)  p«p^  aomeiimaa 

white.  (.   ttiek. 

27.— One  penny,  black  on  ( p^p^r  umeUmea 
yellowish  /    thin. 

Ro.  IMS       28. — One  penny  ) 

Ro.  14  29. —       „  }  black,  as  above. 

M 14  aq.  denta  30.—  „  ) 

Im.  (^)31. — Twopence,     ver-^ 

milion  I  pj^perwhltoto fellow- 

32.-Twopencc,orai.gc  '  ^-^^  ,';«■»  ';~U 

vermilion  [  parent,  to  thicker  and 

33.— Twopence,     pale  op^Hue, 

red  ) 

34. — ^Twopence  ) 


35.- 


shades  as  above. 


Ro.  •) 

Knperf.  17     36.—  „  I 

a)  37. — Fourpence,  light  blue,  ^-  ^  )  on  thin  bine 
38.—        „         intense  blue    /faced  paper 

(8)  39. — Sixpence,  deep  yellow  green. 
40. —        „        pale  yellow  green. 

»**'!!.         lo""        "  j  shades  as  above. 

Ro.  I2i  42. —  „  ) 

nr.  M 14 16 1841  ()>  43.— One  penny,  dull  rose,  light  )  paper  white 

dull  rose,  dark  j 


44.— 
44a.- 


» 

„         vinous 

brown 


jtif 


or  yellowish 
a  natural  shade 


V. 


(10)45. — Twopence,  blue,  light 


»» 


46. —       i,  blue,  dark 

48. —       ,',  vermilion,  dark  j 


paper  whUa  or 
jrellowlsb. 


(11)  47. — Fourpence,  vermilion,  light 


ditto, 
ditto. 


e per  white  or  jel- 
rish.andeolonra 


(12)  49. — Sixpence,  purple-brown,  ^• 

(13)  50. — One  shilling,  dark  rich  green. 
51. — One  shilling,  deep 

green. 
52. — One  shilling,  bright  { rwjing  slightly 
green, 
(nowmk.)  0^)  53. — Sixpence,  light  violet 

54.—       „       lilac,  on  blued  paper. 
(13)  55.— One  shilling,  dark  rich  green. 
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nr.  I  M  13  no  I  (14)  56. 

58. 
V.  (16;  59. 

60. 
61. 

nr.  M.1JI.  11186  (16, 62. 

nr.  Mi2i.itM3(ie)64. 

<CC'  A  c  wmk.      ng- 

66 
67. 
V.  <i7i  68 

69 

<»«)  70. 

71. 

72. 
(i«;  73. 

74. 

75 
(»)  76. 

77. 

Bmir.  78 


—One  penny,  brown -carmine  *• 

—  „  brown-lake  *• 

—  „  vinous  brown. 
—Sixpence,  light  violet. 

—  „        dark  violet. 

—  „        dark  purple-violet. 
—One  penny,  olive-biatre. 
— One  shilliutTi  green  (.'  two  shades). 
-One  penny,  olive-bistre 

olive -brow  II. 
olive-yt'llow. 
indetucribablo  tints. 
—Twopence,  golden  yellow,  *•»•>• 
„         gamboge. 
Fourpence,  rose  carmine,  ^-  *<»• 
„  very  dark  carmine. 

.,  rose- red. 

Sixpence,  very  light  clear  violet,  ^-  *« 
„        very  darK        „ 
„        intense  mauve. 
— One  shilling,  bright  green,  ^•**> 
„  deep  green. 

„  bistre  (see  The  Siamp- 

Collector' t  Magaztue,  1870,  p.  H). 


THE  CIVIL  WAR  AND  THE  FRENCH 

POST  OFFICE. 

As,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  decla- 
rations of  the  Conirauno  that  regular  com- 
munications are  about  to  be  opened  between 
the  capital  and  the  departments,  Paris  still  * 
remains  in  a  state  of  postal  isolation,  a 
great  many  merchants  and  others,  who  con- 
tinue in  Paris,  get  their  letters  addressed  to 
one  or  other  of  the  suburban  offices,  "  to  be 
lefl  till  called  for,"  and  thither  it  is  thej 
carry  and  post  their  own  correspondence. 

The  most  popular  of  the  outlying  towns  is 
St.  Denis,  and  there,  as  also  at  Versailles, 
where  the  presence  of  the  army  and  the 
government  has  caused  an  extraordinary 
influx  of  visitors,  the  demands  on  the  postal 
service  far  exceed  the  existing  accom- 
modation in  those  places.  Hence  it  has  be- 
come necessary  to  take  exceptional  measures 
to  meet  the  emergency,  and  these  are  gra- 
phically narrated  in  the  following  lines, 
translated  from  La  France  du  Nord. 

"  The  letters  addressed  Poate  Restante^  St. 
Denisy  are  no  longer  delivered  at  the  regular 
post  office,  of  which  the  personnel  was  soon 
found  insufficient  for  the  additional  work 
imposed  on  it;  but,  at  the  Casino,  before 
which  German  sentinels  are  posted  the  whole 
day  long,   to  maintain    order    among    the 

•  16th  May. 


tormidable  and  heterogeneous  crowd  of 
Parisian  claimants. 

Up  to  within  the  last  few  days  it  was  the 
practice  to  distribute  the  letters  in  the  theatre 
at  St.  Denis,  where  a  sufficient  number  of 
persons  were  admitted  at  the  time  to  half 
till  the  pit.  The  interior  of  the  edifice, 
which  is  even  more  ill-conditioned  than  little 
provincial  tiieatrcs  usually  are,  was  decorated 
with  some  old  tricolour  flags,  and  in  the 
roof  was  an  enormous  hole,  made  by  a  Pm.s- 
sian  shell.  On  the  stage  might  be  seen, 
supported  on  empty  casks,  a  number  of  long 
planks,  on  which  thousands  of  letters  lay 
classed.  As  soon  as  the  public  had  taken 
their  places,  the  postal  employes^  each  repre- 
senting several  letters  of  the  alphabet,  ad- 
vanced one  after  the  other  to  the  foot-lights, 
and  cried  one  particular  initial.  Those 
whose  names  began  with  that  letter  then 
held  up  their  cards  or  papers,  and  after  due 
verification,  each  one  received  the  epistles 
addressed  to  him. 

At  the  Casino  the  arrangements  are 
different.  Placed  behind  a  strong  barrier 
are  as  many  compartments  as  there  are 
letters  of  the  alphabet,  all  duly  distinguished 
by  their  respective  initial.  The  claimants 
present  themselves  before  the  compartment 
of  which  the  letter  commences  their  name, 
and  one  of  the  many  employes  now  on 
service  hands  them  their  letters. 

The  mass  of  correspondence  addressed  to 
Versailles  is  so  great,  that  the  postal  ad- 
ministration has  found  it  necessary  to  set  np 
its  offices  in  the  palace,  and  to  appropriate, 
as  sorting-room,  the  great  "  gallery  of 
battles,  which  is  about  400  feet  long,  and 
whose  walls  are  covered  with  the  beautiful 
productions  of  Delacroix,  Gerard,  Ary  and 
Henry  Sohefler,  and  Horace  Vemet. 


If  the  Commune  has  not  issued  any  stamps, 
it  has  at  any  rate  asserted  its  sovereignty  by 
striking  about  six  thousand  pounds  worth  of 
gold  pieces.  They  bear,  according  to  Le 
Moniteur  des  Communes,  the  effigy  of  the 
Commune,  as  on  the  silver  money ;  but 
whether  by  this  is  meant  the  head  of  liberty, 
or  some  other  figure  symbolic  of  the  present 
Parisian  government,  we  know  not.    On  the 
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edge  of  the  coin  is  inscribed  droit  et  liberte. 
Should  an  issue  of  red  stamps  occur,  we  may 
predict  that  tbey  will  bear  tbe  same  legend. 
If  the  Commune  lasts,  sucb  an  emission  will 
probably  take  place,  as  tbe  Hotel  de  Mon- 
naies  is  now  under  the  direction  of  one  of  its 
delegates,  who  has  set  tbe  stamp  printing- 
press  to  work  again. 


In  Le  Petit  Moniteur,  of  tbe  15tb  ult.,  we 
find  tbe  following  paragraph  in  tbe  course 
of  a  report  on  the  proceedings  of  the  National 
Assembly : — 

M.  Adenet  laid  on  tbe  table  a  bill,  having 
for  object  to  secure  to  all  soldiers  and  sailors 
engaged  in  tbe  present  campaign  tbe  gra- 
tuitous carriage  and  distribution  of  their 
letters  by  tbe  post-office,  and  to  extend  this 
privilege,  after  the  campaign,  to  the  wounded. 
The  orator  observed  that  tbe  law  of  tbe  24th 
July  last,  which  sanctioned  these  privileges 
as  regards  tbe  army  of  tbe  Rhine,  had  been 
virtually  annulled  by  tbe  peace ;  whilst  the 
operations  against  Paris  constituted,  in  fact, 
a  veritable  campaign. 

The  chamber  supported  tbe  proposition, 
and  pronounced  it  to  be  urgent. 


It  has  been  asserted  that  Gambettahad  his 
cabinet  noir  at  Bordeaux,  which  bo  placed 
under  the  direction  of  a  confidential  friend  ; 
and  it  appears  from  the  Moniteur  des  Com- 
munes that  tbe  present  rulers  of  Paris  have 
re-established  it  there.  In  the  good  old 
times,  letters  which  passed  through  the 
cabinet  noir,  or  dark  chamber,  were  man- 
ipulated with  such  skill  as  never  to  show  any 
trace  of  having  been  opened ;  but  the  Com- 
mune acts  more  openly,  or  more  roughly. 
Every  letter  addressed  to  persons  in  their 
bad  books  is  pitilessly  opened,  without  the 
least  precaution  being  taken,  and  ill  does  it 
fare  with  its  author  if  be  has  expressed  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  of  the  infallibility  of  tbe 
communal  government.  It  is  in  conse- 
quence of  a  mishap   of  this  kind  that  M. 

B ,  of  the  Rue  Blanche,  has  just  been  ar- 

i^ted  and  imprisoned,  and  yet  his  letter  was 
a  confidential  one,  for  it  was  addressed  to  an 
intimate  friend. 


POSTAL    CHIT-CHAT. 

Ocean  Penny  Postage.— Mr.  Seely,  laat  month, 
moved  in  the  House  of  Commons — that  the  postage  be- 
tween this  country  and  America  should  be  reduced  to  a 
penny.  Mr.  Monsell,  however,  declared  that  such  re- 
duction would  be  impossible  at  present. 

A  LUMINOUS  Idea.— Not  a  bad  suggestion  la  offered 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In 
this  rage  for  stamp-collecting  let  Mr.  Lowe  sell  the  £1000 
Worth  of  useful  match  stamps  to  the  public,  for  their 
stamp  albums,  and  not  only  will  he  get  back  the  thou- 
sand pounds,  but  the  competition  to  possess  a  ^'  match 
stamp  "  will  be  great. — Giode. 

Postage-Stamp  Albums.— An  ingenious  Philadelphia 
philatelist  is  about  to  apply  for  a  patent  for  a  mechanical 
postage-stamp  album,  on  the  revolving  plan,  which  has 
two  advantages  over  the  ordinary  album— self-securing, 
or  a  new  method  of  holding  the  stamps  without  gumming ; 
and  a  new  plan  of  exhibiting  the  stamps ;  novel,  if  not 
useful. — MoiOH^u  Coin  and  Utamp  Magazine, 

Philadelphia  County.— A  correspondent  writes  us  as 
follows: — In  the  article  on  the  Philadelphia  post* office, 
in  The  Stamp- Collector* a  Magazine^  yow.  empnafise  the 
word  county.  The  city  of  Philadelphm  now  includes  all 
of  what  was  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  making  our  city 
as  large  (or  nearly  so)  as  London.  All  the  (K)unty  being 
in  the  city  limits,  the  postage  is,  of  course,  but  2  cents. 

It  18  related  in  the  German  papers  that  during  the 
siege  of  Pans  a  boy  who  had  a  passion  for  collecting  post- 
age stamps,  and  had  read  in  the  newspapers  that  others 
had  obtamed  French  balloon  stamps  from  the  royal  head* 
quarters,  wrote  from  Potsdam  to  the  Crown  Prince,  ask- 
ing for  some  of  them.  Some  weeks  ago  seven  balloon 
letters  were  sent  to  him  from  the  chancelry  of  the  Crown 
Prince ;  some  of  the  stamps  bear  a  portrait  of  Napoleon, 
and  others  a  figure  of  the  goddess  of  the  Bepublic. — 
Otobe. 

The  Unfted  States  Envelope.— The  printing  trade 
of  the  United  States  has  strongly  remonstrated  with  the 
government  against  the  sale  of  stamped  envelopes  at  their 
facial  value.  It  suggests  that  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
such  envelopes  should  cease,  and  that  *^ agencies"  should 
be  established  at  convenient  points  for  the  purpose  of 
embossing  or  engraving  the  post-office  stamps  of  such 
envelopes  as  may  be  sent  to  them  for  that  purpose  by 
envelope  makers,  printers,  and  others,  upon  prepayment 
of  the  value  of  the  stamps  and  expense  of  affixing  the 
same.  This  is  just  the  system  in  vogue  in  England,  ex- 
cept that  we  only  have  one  '*  agency  "  for  the  impression 
of  the  stamps. 

French  Imperial  Stamps  unrecognised  in  Ger- 
many.— That  the  stamps  of  one  country  should  be  vir- 
tually suppr^sed  by  another  is  hardly  credible,  yet,  if  we 
mav  believe  the  assertion  of  a  German-French  paper, 
such  suppression  has  actually  taken  place  in  respect  of 
the  French  imperial  stamps.  Le  Courier  du  Baa  Jihin 
contains  the  following  notice:— The  Baden  post-offices 
consider  as  unpaid  the  letters  arriving  from  France  which 
are  prepaid  by  means  of  stamps  bearing  the  emperor's 
portrait ;  the  rate  charged  on  these  letters  is  double,  i.e., 
12  kreuzers  for  single  weight,  and  20  kr.  for  those  which 
are  over  15  gr.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  large 
number  of  imperial  stamps  remain  in  the  hands  of  French 
correspondents ;  and  we  should  recommend  them  not  to  use 
any  more  for  letters  to  Germany,  as,  double  postage  being 
charged,  a  great  many  of  these  letters  have,  to  our  know- 
ledge, been  refused  by  the  addressees. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  BAVARIAN  ONE  KREUZER  BLACK. 
To  the  Editor  of  "The  Stamp-Collectoh's  Maoazine." 

Beab  Sib»— Mr.  Overy  Taylor's  •'  Papers  for  Beginners** 
are  so  admirable,  that  it  mizht  almost  seem  ungracious  to 
criticise  them;  but  as  both  he  and  myself  are  earnest 
philatelistSf  and  desire  only  to  get  at  the  truth,  he  will 
1  am  sure,  pardon  me  when  I  say  that  I  cannot  agree 
with  all  his  remarks  upon  the  1  kr.  black  of  Bavaria. 

The  date  of  the  issue  of  this  stamp  has  been  taken  by 
B£r.  Overy  Taylor  from  M.  Berger-Levrault,  who  in  this 
is  at  vanance  with  Dr.  Gray,  as  also  with  Moens  and 
other  continental  catalogues. 

It  is  not  easy  to  abandon  preconceived  notions,  except 
on  the  plainest  proof  that  tney  are  erroneous ;  and  cer- 
tainly I  should  not  be  disposeii  to  accept  the  date  given 
by  M.  Berger-Levrault,  without  some  evidence,  of  a 
most  satisfactory  nature,  that  he  had  very  solid  reasons 
for  assisting  a  different  date  to  its  issue,  and  that  of  the 
3  kr.  blue  and  the  6  kr.  brown,  than  has  been  given  to 
them  by  any  other  catalogue.  The  dates  given  by  M. 
Berger-Levrault  are  not  afwajrs  to  be  depended  upon ;  I 
could  cite  dosens  of  instances ;  but  if  there  is  a  doubt, 
refer  only  to  the  dates  of  the  first  issues  of  the  Tour  and 
Taxis  stamps. 

The  usual  dates  assigned  to  the  issue  of  the  early  Ba- 
varian stamps  are  as  follows : — 

dth  June,  1849  1  kr.  black. 

1st  October,  18d0        I  kr.  rose. 

3  kr.  blue. 
6  kr.  brown. 
9  kr.  green. 
19th  July,  185(  18  kr.  yellow. 

Ist  July,  1858  12  kr.  red. 

With  the  exception  of  the  1  kr.  black,  the  whole  of 
these  stamps  were  printed  on  Dickinson  paper.  Speci- 
mens are,  however,  known  of  the  1  kr.  blaclc  printed  on 
Dickinson  paper ;  but  these  specimens  are  very  rare :  or  at 
any  rate  unimpeachable  copies  are ;  much  more  so  than 
Mr.  Overy  Taylor's  remarks  would  induce  one  to  think. 

Now  M.  Berger-Levrault  gives  the  date  of  the  1st 
November,  1849,  as  that  of  the  issue  of  the  1  kr.  black 
on  plain  paper,  1  kr.  black  on  Dickinson'  paper,  and  of 
the  3  kr.  and  6  kr.,  also  on  Dickinson  paper.  Apart  from 
all  other  considerations,  it  might  well  be  asked  if  it  were 
probable  that  a  simultaneous  issue  of  the  I  kr.,  both  on 
plain  and  on  Dickinson  paper,  should  have  been  made. 

But  Mr.  Overy  Taylor  sunoorts  M.  Berger-Levrault* a 
dates  as  to  the  issue  o'f  the  3  kr.  and  6  kr.  at  the  same 
time  as  the  1  kr.,  by  a  suggestion  that  "  it  is  hardly  to  be 
supposed  that  the  postal  authorities  would  have' intro- 
duced the  postage-stamp  system  by  the  issue  of  a  single 
low-yalue  stamp,  which  must  hare  been  used  either 
fbr  local  letters,  or,  as  is  more  likely,  for  circulars  only.** 
To  this  I  think  might  well  be  replied,  that,  bearing  in 
mind  that  Bavaria  was  the  first  German  state  which 
issued  a  postage  stamp,  there  would  be  nothing  im- 
probable in  supposing  that  the  1  kr.  should  have  been 
issued  as  an  experiment,  most  probably  for  local  pur- 
poses, before  the  system  was  applied  to  letters  circulating 
within  the  limits  of  the  state.  Instances  are  not  wanting 
of  this  having  been  done  in  other  countries ;  an  envelope 
for  local  purposes  was  employed  in  Russia  in  1845,  before 
the  issue  of  a  general  series  of  values ;  and  in  the  case  of 
Saxony  we  have  an  instance  much  more  in  point.  In 
this  latter  country,  the  issue  of  a  single  stamp  of  the 
lowest  value  preceded  the  issue  of  the  general  seriei  by 
twelve  months. 


Mr.  Overy  Taylor  further  remarks,  that  of  the  1  kr. 
black  there  exist  four  varieties,  two  dependent  on  differ- 
ences in  the  design,  and  two  on  the  presence  or  absence  of 
the  silk  thread.  How  far  there  may  be  two  varieties  of 
the  impression  on  Dickinson  paper,  I  am  not  able  to  say, 
having  never  been  able  to  see  a  sufficient  number  of  these 
stamps  to  enable  me  to  form  any  judgment.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  there  are  differences  in  the  design  in  the 
impressions  on  plain  paper ;  or,  rather,  there  are  portions 
of  the  design  wanting.  Whether  this  difference  arises 
from  the  one  being  an  engraving  and  the  other  a  litho- 
graph, I  am  not  sufficiently  versed  in  the  subject  to  dis- 
tinguish, but  I  have  never  seen  an  obliterated  copy  of  these 
faulty  specimens ;  and  I  think  we  may  pretty  well  sus- 
pect that  what  Mr.  Overy  Taylor  calls  the  "marvellous 
remainder**  did  not  exclude  this  variety  of  the  I  kr.,  both 
without  and  with  silk  thread,  if  this  btter  exists. 

As  the  case  stands  at  present,  it  seems  to  me  that  aU  the 
probabilities  are  against  the  issue  of  the  I  kr.  black,*  on 
plain  paper,  simultaneously  with  the  3  kr.  and  6  kr.  on 
Dickinson  paper ;  neither  is  it  probable  tliat  it  was  issued 
along  with  these  values  and  a  1  kr.  black,  on  Dickinson 

faper.  Speaking  from  personal  knowU>dge  of  Dr.  Magiiu), 
know  that  he  does  not  give  utterance  to  suppositions 
without  reflection ;  and  in  m.my  of  hissupp^sitionshehas 
shown  how  shrewd  he  is.  I  do  not  think,  then,  that  he 
was  far  wide  of  the  mark  when  he  stated,  as  his  own 
belief,  that  the  I  kr.  black,  on  Dickinson  paper,  was 
printed  subseouently  to  the  copies  on  plain  paper,  the 
paner  having  been  prepared  for  the  general  issue. 

One  word  more  as  to  the  question  whether  the  im- 
pression on  Dickinson  paper  is  to  be  regarded  as  an 
essay.  An  essa^  of  what  ?  not  of  paper ;  for  essays  are 
not  made  of  different  kindi  of  watermarks ;  and  the  silk 
thread  may  be  classed  with  watermarks,  as  it  is  all  but  in- 
visible, unless  the  stamp  is  detached.  Not  an  ernay  of 
design.  Were  the  case  reversed,  and  the  impression  on 
Dickinson  paper  regarded  as  the  stamp,  while  the 
plain  paper  impression  is  regarded  as  the  essay,  or  the 
proof,  I  could  understand  the  position  which  the  advocates 
of  the  Dickinson  paper  impression  being  an  essay  take  up. 
If  it  is  an  essay,  I  should  rather  be  inclined  to  class  it 
within  the  same  category  as  the  impressions  de/nnt^tisu  of 
Wurtemburg ;  and,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  the  collectors  of 
essays  have  not  found  that  Bavaria  has  been  to  them  a 
country  altogether  barren  in  essays  on  their  credulitv. 

In  tne  absence,  then,  of  any  positive  evidence,  *1  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  supposition  of  Dr.  Magnus  is 
nearer  the  mark  than  he  appears  to  have  reeeived  credit 
for. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

A  PARISIAN  COLLECTOR. 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

Senor  M.  P.  de  Fioueroa. — Nous  regrettons  d'etre 
forces  de  rcmettre  vos  articles  au  mois  prodiain. 

F.  Cavell,  Saxraundham.— We  have  suppressed  that 
portion  of  your  letter  which  replies  to  "Philatelist's** 
reference  to  the  Cuban  stamps,  as  it  was  founded  on  a 
misunderstanding.  PhilateUst  speaks  of  the  present 
series  issued  thit  year^  which  bears  a  symbolic  f\iU-length 
figure. 

B.  T.  N.,  Torquay.— The  Philippine  series  of  1865  u 
still  in  use,  but  is  to  be  superseded  by  a  series  of  four 
values,  identical  in  type  with  the  Cuban  and  Spanish 
of  that  year,  but  without  date,  the  denominations  being 
expressed  in  ♦•  c»  de  e«  *'  in  lower  margin.— We  presume 
the  stamps  of  the  South  Qerman  states  will  be  suppressed. 
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COMPLETE    AND    AUTHENTIC    LIST 
OF  THE  RUSSIAN  LOCALS. 

BY  OUa  ST.  PETEUSBURO  CORRESPONDENT. 

The  following  list  h&a  been  compiled  from 
the  collection  of  a  Russian  official  at  St. 
Petersburg,  who  has  been  at  great  trouble  to 
obtain  specimens  of  all  the  stamps  issued  by 
the  local  or  district  courts  in  Russia ;  and  it 
may  be  accepted  as  being,  conformably  to 
its  iitle,  at  once  complete  and  authentic. 

CHARKOFF  GOVERNMENT . 

ChMrtoJ^.— Oval  centre,  with  arms  in  upper  half,  and 
figure  of  value  in  lower,  on  dotted  gi-ound ;  inscnp- 
tion  on  white  ground  round  about^  chaukopf  dih- 
THiCT  KUUAX  POST;  5  iu  each  angle.  Col.  imp. 
rect. 

5  kop.,  red. 
Soummy.— DescripCion  already  given. 

3  kop  red-brown. 

CHERSON   OOVBKNMENT. 

Ckenon.— Oval  centre,   with  sheaf  of  corn,  rake,  and 
w;ythe  lying  on  ground,  10  kop.  above,  and  stamp 
OF  CHKKaoN  DISTRICT  RURAL  POST  inscri.ed  below ; 
figure  of  value  in  each  corner.     Col.  imp.,  rect. 
10  kop.  yellow.     Now  obj«olcie. 

Chenon  — Present  issue,  postman  on  horseback,  in  round 
centre,  rural  postage  stamp  inscribed  above, 
CHERiiON  dlstrict  below,  and  10  kop.  on  each  side ; 
numeral  in  each  comer.    Col.  imp.,  rect. 

10  kop.  red. 

£iizavttgrad. — Archway  in  centre,  with  shield  between 
columns;  spread  eagle  in  upner  half,  and  star  in 
lower,  surrounded  by  round  fmme  with  inscription 
MURAL  pasTAOB  STAMP,  book  Standing  on  edge  be- 
low (all  the  above  between  columns) ;  sheaf  of  com, 
with  scythe  and  quill  pen  entwined  on  each  side  of 
archway,  6  kop.  inscribed  on  each  column ;  the  whole 
enclosed  by  round  frame,  with  inscription  elizavet- 

ORAD  DlSTaiOT  KUBAL  POSTAGE  STAMP.      Col.  imp., 

rect. 

5  kop.  mauve. 

EKATERIN08LAW   GOVERNMENT. 

Pwloqrad.^-hrm^  in  centre;  star  above,  and  numeral 
and  value  below  arms ;  inscription  in  surrounding 
oval  frame ;  roroan  figure  of  value  in  angles  of  outer 
octagonal  frame  of  crossed  waved  lines. 

Bio^ioff-oit'Don. — Value  and  inscription  in  oval  central 
frame,  on  white  ground;    outer  frame  of  vertical 
lines ;  figure  of  value  in  angles.    Col.  imp.,  rect. 
5  kop.  blue  on  white. 

KAZAN  GOVERNMENT. 

Ktt^n. — Hand-Stamp  struck  on  flap  of  envelope ;  inscrip- 
tion PREPAID  ENVELOPE  OF  KAZAN  VILLAGE   POST. 

Col.  imp.,  oval.    No  value  mentioned. 

6  kop.  blue. 

K0UR8K  GOVERNMENT. 

D^ffiVrw/"-— Imperial  eagle  in  centre;  inscription  in  sur- 
rounding circular  frame.  Black  imp.,  rect.  Inscrip- 
tion DMITRIEFF  RURAL  COURT,  3  KOP. 

3  kop.  white. 


Fatejh. — Hand-stamp  struck  on  flap  of  envelope.  Arms 
in  centre ;  inscription  in  surrounding  oval  frame. 
Col.  imp.,  oval.  Inscription  fatejh  district 
RURAL  POST ;  no  value. 

Blue  4  kop.,  for  letters  p;oing  to  post  towns. 

6  kop.  red,         „  in  district. 

MOSCOW  OOVKRNME.NT. 

Bogorodak. — Description  already  given.    3  varieties. 

1  kop.  red  on  white. 
5    „    blue      ,) 

10    „    red        „ 
Bronniizi. — Numeral  and  value  in  oval,  with  ground  of 
vertical  lines ;  inscription  in  outer  oval  frame ;  figure 
of  value  in  each  angle.    Col.  imp.,  rect.    Inscriptioni 

RURAL  POST  OF  BRONNITZI  DISTRICT. 

5  kop.  red  on  while. 
Kolomnn, — Arms  in  centre;  inscription  in  surrounding 
oval  frame;  figure  of  value  in  each  angle.    Col.  imp., 
rect.,  perf.    Inscription  village  post  of  kolomna 

DISTRICT. 

5  kop  red  on  white. 
Podohk.—  Arms  in  oval  vertical  lines ;    inscription  in 
outer  oval  frame;    figure  of  value  in  eaca  angle. 
Col.  imp  ,  rect.,  perf.      Inscription  rural  post  of 

PODOLiiK  DISTRICT. 

5  kop.  green  on  white. 

NIJNI  NOVGOROD  GOVERNMENT. 

Vmihky  or  Vaailkurnk. — Embosst'd  hand-stamp.  White 
imp.,  circ.    Inscription,  vasilsk  rural  post. 

5  kop. 

NOVGOROD  GOVERNMENT. 

Beiozersk. — Description  already  given. 

2  kop.  rect.  black. 
Borovitehi. — Description  already  given. 

5  kop.  red-orown. 

Cherepoveti. — Known  for  some  time  to  collectors,  and  de- 
scribed in  the  January  number  of  The  Sf amp-Col* 
lector* a  Magazine  for  1870,  as  the  Usrusskajo  stamp ; 
the  inscription  is  in  Slavonic  characters,  and  reads, 
CHEREPOVSKAYA  RURAL  POST.  The  colour  is  light 
blue  on  white  paper,  not  dark  as  mentioned  there. 

3  kop.  light  blue. 

JTiW/o^-— Inscription  on  dotted  ground,  for  envelopes 
1  LOTH  2  KOP,  surrounded  oy  circular  frame;  also 
with  inscription,  kiriloff  district  court;  orna- 
ments in  each  angle.    Black  imp.,  rect. 
2  kop.  brown. 
N.B.— One  loth  is  about  equal  to  half  an  ounce. 

Novgorod  — Arms  in  centre,  under  imperial  crown,  wi(h 
inscription  in  surrounding  oval  frame,  rural  villag  b 
post;  outer  frame  rect.,  of  vertical  lines;  above 
this  inscription,  nuvqjuod  ;  below,  district. 
Black  imp.,  rect. 

6  kop.  rose-pink. 

Tiehvin. — Inscription  in  oblong  frame;  no  value  men- 
tioned.   Col.  imp.,  obi. 

5  kop.  red. 

raWai'.— Centre  divided  into  two  halves ;  left  half,  im- 
perial crown  on  ground  of  ermine-like  dots ;  right  half, 
a  mountain  with  peak;  inscription  in  surrounding 
rectangular  frame ;  figure  of  value  in  each  angle  of 
frame.  Black  imp.,  rect.  Inscription,  vali»ai 
distuict  rural  court. 

2  kop.  pink. 

OREL  GOVERNMENT. 

Z<>w I.— Numeral  of  value  in  centre,  with  two  stars,  one 
bolow  and  one  above ;  inscription  in  circular  frauie, 
LivNi  RUR.VL  POST.    Col.  imp.,  circ. 

3  kop.,  red. 
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MaloarehangeUk.—  \txqa  in  centre,  witli  inscription  in 
circle,  round  about,  maloauchanoklsk  district 
icuKVL  coUHT.  Ulock  imp.,  clrc. ;  no  value  men- 
tioned. 

5kop.  white. 

POLTAVA  GOVERNMENT. 

PtterjatitK — Numeral  and  value  in  centre  ;  inscription  in 
circular  frame.    Col.  imp.,  rect.    Inscription,  pkkr- 

JATIN    RURAL  VILLAGE  POST  STAMP. 

3  kop.  scarlet. 
Perejaslav. — Stamp  similar  to  that  of  Peerjatin. 

3  kop.  yellow. 

P.-*KOP  GOVERNMENT. 

Toropelz  —Hand-stamp  on  envelope;  arms  with  inscrip- 
tion in  rectangular  form,  round  about,  touoprtz 
VILLAGE  post  [6  aud  U  kop.,  according  to  distance]  ; 
no  value  printed  on  stamp. 

UIA8AN  government. 

Ejwieff. — Similar  to  that  of  Riasin. 

3  kop.  blue 
3  kop.  black. 
JUasin, — Description  already  known  ;  2  varieties. 

2  kop.  blue 
2    „    black. 
SapMok. — Arms  in  centre,  with  crown  above ;  surrounded 
by  rectangular    frame,   with    inscription,   sapojok 
RURAL  POdT;  numeral  in  each  angle.    Black  imp., 
rect. 

5  kop.  white. 
Skopin. — Arms  in  centre,  with  crown  above ;  surrounded 
by  inscription  in  form  of  horse-shoe,  numeral  and 
value  below ;   figure  of  value  in  each  angle.    Col. 
iuip  ,  lect.    Inscription,  skopin  uuual  post. 

3  k.  blue. 

8T.   PErBltSBURG   GOVERNMENT. 

Lougn. — Description  already  ^ven. 

2  kop.  blue. 

8ARATOPF  GOVERNMENT. 

Atkar.—Xrm%  in  centre,  with  crown  above,  in  roptangular 
frame ;  no  inscription  or  value  mentioned.  Black 
imp.,  rect. 

2  kop.  white. 
Saratoff — Sheaf  of  com  in  centre,  and  year  of  issue 
(1869)   below;    surrounded  by  inscription  in    oval 
circle,  with  arms  above  and  number  of  stamp  below  ; 
figure  of  value  in  each  angle.     Col.  imp.,  rect. 

5  kop.  blue. 

TAMBOFF  GOVERNMENT. 

Tamboff.  —Arms ;   bee-hive,  and  bees  flying  round  about, 
in  centre,  surrounded  by  oval  frame,  with  inscription ; 
numeral  in  each  angle;  tamboff  dlstuict  rural 
COURT,  PRICE  3  K.     BlacK  imp.,  rect. 
3  kop  white. 

Schatz. — Bee -hive,  with  bees,  in  upper  part  of  centre 
shield,  and  sheaves  of  com ;  inscription  in  form  of 
honse-shoe,  round  about,  hchatz  district  rural 
COURT  STAMP,  PRICE  3  K. ;  the  whole  enclosed  in 
rt'ctangularframe.     Black  imp.,  rect. 

3  kop.  white. 

TAURIDA   GOVERNMENT. 

Berdian$k. — Description  already  given. 

Dhieproff.— Centre  inscription,  for  letters,  with  nu- 
meral  and    value;    outer   frame    with   inscription 

KUUAL     STAMP     OF     DNIEPROFP     DISTRICT.        Black 

imp.,  obi. 

5  kop.  white. 


Atelifopol. — Imperial  mantle  and  arms  as  on  government 
stamps,  With  inscription  melitopol  kukal  post 
in  oval  frame  on  same ;  numeral  and  value  below ; 
FJR  LETTBRS  inscribed  above;  figures  of  value  iu 
two  lower  angles.    C;)l.  imp.,  rect. 

3  kop.  red. 

TCHERNIGOFF  GOVERNMENT. 

JT^j^/^/i.— Figure  of  value  in  centre,  with  inscription 
POSTAGE  STAMP  above,  and  koselbtz  rural  po*r 
bc'Iow,  enclosed  in  rectangular  frame.  Inscription 
and  frame  bronze  on  white  ground. 

TULA  GOVERNMENT. 

Kt'ojteevna. — Arms  in  centre ;  shield  ^ith  crown  above ; 
inscription  round  about  in  form  of  horse-shoe, 
KROPEBVNA  RURAL  POST,  TUREE  KOP.;  numeral  in 
each  angle.    Col.  imp.,  rect. 

3  k.  blue 

Tchem. — Arms  in  centre  shield ;  two  sheaves  of  com, 
with  crown  above,  surrounded  by  rectangular  in- 
scription, TCHERN  KURAIi  POST,  3  K.  Col.  imp., 
rect. 

3  kop.  blue. 

TVER  GOVERNMENT. 

jyeff. — Arms  in  centre;  crown  on  stool  or  cushion  in 
upper  half,  rampant  lion  in  lower,  enclosed  by  rect- 
angular frame,  with  inscription,  rjeff  uural  post 
2  K. ;  lower  side  of  frame  made  in  form  of  buckle. 
Black  imp.,  rect. 

2  kop.,  centre  red,  remainder  white. 
It^r. — Description  already  given. 

2  kop.  olue  and  rose. 

VIATKA  GOVERNMENT. 

Kotelnilch. —yumcraX  and  value  in  centre;  inscription 
in  surrounding  circular  frame ;  and  figure  of  value  in 
angles.      Black  imp.,  rect.     Inscription,  postage 

STA^P  OF  KOTBLNITCH  RURAL  COURT. 

3  kop.  blue,  for  letters  in  district. 

3  „  yellow,  „  to  other  districts  or  governments. 
SMitsk. — Numeral  and  value  in  centre  of  circle;  in- 
scription in  outer  oval  frame ;  figure  of  value  in  each 
angle.    Col.  imp.,  obi.   Inscription,  postage  stamp 

OF  NOLI.SSK  RURAL  COURT. 

2  kop.  green. 

VOBONESU  GOVERNMENT. 

Boffuehar. — Hand-stamp,  black  imp.,  oblong.  Inscription, 

FOR  BOOUCHAR  DISTRICT. 

5  kop.  white. 

From  this  list  it  wiii  be  seen  that  the 
local  postage  is  established  in  forty-seven 
towns  or  districts,  which  are  spread  tbrou;^h 
twenty-one  "governments,"  or  departments; 
and  fifty-one  stamps,  of  which  three  are  en- 
velope, have  been  issued.  These  stamps, 
ornamented  as  most  of  them  are  with  the 
arms  of  the  issuing  province,  show  great 
variety  of  design ;  few  indeed  are  very  artis- 
tically executed,  but  all  are  of  the  highest 
degree  ot*  interest  to  the  collector,  and  are 
of  no  inconsiderable  value  to  the  historian. 
It  is  a  significant  proof  of  the  vastness  and, 
we    might    say,    the    unwieldiness    of  the 
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Russian  empire,  that  the  imperial  postal 
service  proper  is  insufficient  for  the  extent 
of  ground  it  has  to  work  over,  and  therefore 
requires  to  bo  supplemented  by  a  series  of 
auxiliary  offices,  in  order  that  its  benefits  may 
he  made  available  to  the  dwellers  in  the 
truly  "mral"  districts.  It  is  also  marked 
evidence  of  a  progressive  spirit  on  the  part 
of  the  Russian  administration,  that  the  sup- 
plementary service  should  have  been  author- 
ised, as  it  must  tend  eventually  to  enlighten 
and  bring  into  connection  with  the  great 
towns  the  ignorant  inhabitants  of  the  far- 
removed  villages ;  but  it  is  worth  noticing, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  initiative  in  the 
matter  is  not  due  to  any  paternal  watchful- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  central  government. 
The  first  stamps  were  issued  by  certain  local 
tribunals^ 'to  meet  a  want  long  felt,*'  without 
any  preliminary  sanction  being  required  from 
t'le  higher  authorities,  and  these  latter,  in 
aflerwards  legalising  them,  only  did  so  after 
their  utility  had  been  tried  and  proved. 

Originally  regarded  with  doubt  and  dis- 
trust by  many  leading  philatelists,  especially 
on  the  Continent,  they  are  now  universally 
accepted  as  being  what  they  profess  to  be. 
In  our  last  volume  (p.  171),  we  published  a 
translation  of  an  article  in  TJte  St.  Petersburg 
Official  Gazette,  sent  us  by  the  same  able  and 
industrious  correspondent  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  foregoing  list,  wherein  are 
given  the  reflations  established  in  respect 
of  these  local  posts.  In  the  last  number  of 
Le  Timhre-Poste  the  imperial  decree  con- 
taining these  regulations  is  published  at 
length,  and  its  date  given  as  the  3rd  Sep> 
tember,  1870.  That  so  few  of  the  stamps 
come  over  is  far  from  astonishing,  as  the 
greater  part  are  used  in  remote  districts, 
and  never  get  beyond  the  chief  town  of  the 
government.  The  Louga  stamp,  issued  in  the 
St.  Petersburg  province,  has  at  once  become 
common,  because  it  has  been  easy  to  get,  its 
local  habitation  being  but  a  comparatively 
short  distance  from  the  seat  of  government, 
and  the  2  kop.  Tver  has  likewise  ceased  to  be 
rare  from  a  similar  cause.  In  course  of 
time  the  others  will  no  doubt  get  cheaper 
and  more  easily  obtainable,  and  the  pages 
they  will  fill,  if  not  adorn,  will  be  amongst 
the  most  interesting  in  our  albums. 


ON  SOME  RECENT  CHANGES  IN  THE 
SPANISH  POSTAL  REGULATIONS. 

BY  8EN0R  M.  P.  DB  FIOUEROA. 

In  this  country  one  moves  on  slowly,  still 
one  moves.  On  the  17th  March  last,  a  new 
tariff  was  issued,  whereby  the  following  ob- 
jects may  be  cheaply  transmitted  through 
the  post ; — 

I . — Commercial  papers  10  grammes  for  3  cent  de  peseta 
2— Tracings  10        „        „  3  „ 

3. — Blank  paper  sent  for  the  purpose  of  showing 

its  watermarks       10  gframnics  for  3  rent  de  peseta 
4. — Printed  announcements  of  births,  marriages, 

or  deaths  10  grammes  for  1  cent  de  peseta 

5. — Printer's  proofs  10        „         „  1 

6. — Visiting  cards  10       „         „  rt 

7.— Photographic  portraits  10       „         „  6 
8. — Medicines  in  powder,  gmin,  or  hard 

paste  10  grammes  for  12  cent  de  peseta 

These  articles  should  be  sent  under  bands,  or 
in  such  way  as  to  give  facility  for  the  ex- 
amination of  their  contents  by  the  postal 
employes. 

The  privileges  thus  conferred  are  at 
present  limited  to  the  mother-country,  and 
do  not  extend  to  her  colonies.  Their  author 
is  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  competent 
officials  of  the  general  post  office  at  Madrid — 
Senor  Emile  C.  de  Navasqiies.  The  post- 
master general,  Senor  Victor  Balaguer,  and 
the  Minister  of  the  interior,  Mr.  Sagasta, 
have  been  good  enough  to  approve  of  these 
excellent  reforms.  Not  a  word,  however,  is 
said  in  the  tariff  respecting  the  prepayment 
of  used  or  unused  stamps.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  in  Madrid  several  dealers  in  ob- 
solete and  current  stamps,  both  Spanish  and 
foreign,  who  trade  openly ;  that  philately  is 
discussed  in  special  and  in  ordinary  journals; 
that  timbrophily  has,  in  fact,  sprung  up  in 
the  country  of  the  hidalgos;  but,  notwith- 
standing, there  exist  two  laws  (see  The 
Stamp-Collector*8  Magazine^  July»  1870,  p. 
Ill),  which  forbid  trafficking  in  postage 
stamps,  and,  hence,  as  a  logical  sequence,  the 
government  discreetly  keeps  silence,  on  its 
new  tariff,  respecting  the  forwarding  of  these 
stamps. 

The  "  too-late '»  English,  or  the  French 
'*  aprm  le  depart,^*  hand-stamps  till  recently 
had  no  equivalent  in  Spain,  but  the  sys- 
tem of  thus  indicating  the  time  of  posting 
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has  jasfc  been  introduced,  and  annexed  is  the 
fac-simile    of   the    stamp    employed.      The 

translation  of  the  words  is, 
"After  the  departure."  The 
first  time  that  I  observed  it  on 
the   envelopes  of  letters  and 


DE8PUKb 

DK  LA 

SAL!  DA 


newspaper  wrappers,  was  the  23rd  March 
last. 

A  RESUSCITATED  UNITED   STATES 

LOCAL. 

Mu.  W.  P.  Brown,  of  New  York,  has  disco- 
vered what  has  every  appearance  of  being 
a  ban  a -fide  American  local,  issued  during 
the  year  1845  by  the  postmaster  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  Mr.  E.  A.  Mitchell,  be- 
fore the  emission  of  the  government  series, 
and  for  the  convenience  of  persons  who 
wished  to  post  their  letters  after  the  oflBce 
was  closed — a  thing  which  before  adhesive 
stamps  were  issued  could  not  bo  done,  as  the 
postage  had  to  be  paid  in  cash  across  the 
post-office  counter.  The  stamp  in  question 
was  impressed  on  white  envelopes,  and  con- 
sisted of  a  very  simple  design,  if  design  it 
might  be  called.  Within  a  large  rectangle, 
with  notched  corners,  were  the  following 
words : 

POST   OFFICE, 

NEW   HAVEN,  CT. 
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PAID. 

S.  64,  Jiitclcell^  P.M. 

The  signature  was  written  by  the  post- 
master before  issuing.  The  stamp  itself  was 
printed  in  red. 

Dr.  Petrie,  having  hunted  up  and  written  to 
the  postmaster  for  information  respecting  it, 
received  the  following  obliging  reply,  which, 
together  with  the  preceding  information,  we 
extract  from  the  current  number  of  The 
American  Journal  of  Philately. 

New  Haven,  Ct.,  Mar.  15,  1871. 

J.  A.  Petkie,  Esq.,  M.D. 
Dear  8ir, 

Youi-s  of  the  6th  and  13th  arc  at  hand.  Being 
extensively  engaged  iu  business,  1  have  but  little  Bparc 
time  to  devote  to  the  postagc-8tum|>  matter.     My  objeet 


in  getting  up  this  Rtarap  wa«  siraply  to  accommodate  the 
public,  as  I  eharged  no  profit.    The  postage  was  uniform, 

0  c,  for  all  distances,  and  weight  I  think  half  an  ounce — 
same  as  at  present,  but  prepaid. 

As  no  letters  could  oe  paid  after  businen  hours  or 
Sundays,  these  were  convenient  for  that  purpose  as  well 
as  othere. 

Many  brought  their  own  envelopes,  and  I  only  eharged 
6  cents  for  the  postage. 

The  business  of  tlie  office  was  so  limited,  that,  to  pre- 
vent objection  by  the  1*.  0.  Department,  or  forgery,  I 
signed  each  one. 

rhe  stamp  (or  die)  is  a  small  hand-stamp,  and  was 
made  by  F.  P.  Gorham,  then  the  nrineipal  engraver  of 
New  Haven,  but  now  deceased.  I  con>idered  the  whole 
matter  at  the  time  of  so  little  importance,  that  many 
minor  facta  in  the  case  are  entirely  gone  from  my  mind. 

1  think  all  were  printed  on  white  envelopes,  staiui>ed 
in  red  ink  and  signed  in  blue  ink.     Red  ink  (vennilion> 
wiis  used  as  the  office  ink  in  stamping  the  letters,  and  I 
think  that  must  have  been  the  colour. 

It  is  possible  that  buff  envelopes  were  used  for  a  few, 
but  probably  not. 

I  nave  no  way  of  knowing  how  many  were  printed,  or 
when  commenced  and  ended,  as  all  my  papers  and  ae- 
ounts  of  current  business  of  the  office  are  dwtroyed.  llie 
number  was  small,  and  probably  not  over  2000  all 
together.  They  being  done  by  hand,  and  with  no  motive 
of  profit,  they  were  not  generally  offered  for  sale.  I  was 
appointed  postuuister,  Sept.  I2th,  1844,  and  was  succeeded 
by  John  B.  Robertson  in  1852. 

I  cannot  state  the  cost  of  the  plate. 

The  plat^  or  stamp  is  a  single  short  hand- stamp.  The 
sta:up  is  of  bra<«.  There  was  only  one  denomination, 
that  being  6  c.  The  impression  was  always  on  envelopes. 
I  had  not  thought  of  the  stamp  since  leaving  the  post- 
office,  until  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brown,  and  after 
hunting  up  the  stamp,  I  printed  a  few  myself  and  sent 
him,  writing  on  them,  *'  cancelled."  Thinking,  possibly, 
there  lui^ht  be  some  objection  by  the  P.  0.  Department 
to  my  stnking  off  impressions,  I  enclosed  a  copy  to  the  Post 
Ma^^ter  General,  giving  a  short  history  of  it,  and  asking  if 
there  wouKl  be  any  objection  to  my  furnishing  some  to 
friends  and  stamp  collectors.  Unlike  his  predecessors,  C. 
A.  Wickliffij,  Cave  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Collamer,  under  whom 
I  served,  who  always  required  any  respectful  letter  to  be 
answered,  he  has  not  given  me  a  reply. 

So  fai^I  have  not  had  over  twenty"  impressions  issued. 
If  I  had  any  on  hand  when  I  left  the  office  they  were 
destroyed,  as  stamps  came  into  use  in  the  latter  part  of  ray 
term.  I  have  haa  three  applications  for  the  die,  and  am 
offered  as  high  as  one  hundred  dollars  for  it.  Parties  also 
want  a  stereotype  plate  made,  and  others  want  1000  of  the 
impressions. 

As  the  original  purpose  was  not  to  make  money,  I 
shall  positiveltf  refuse  to  sell  any  impressions,  or  dispose 
of  the  stamp 

As  the  stamp  seems  to  possess  a  certain  kind  of  value 
nuiie  unanticipated  by  me,  I  have  decided  to  pluee  it  in 
the  iKmsession  of  the  New  Haven  Colonial  Historic^ 
Society. 

I  shall  in  a  few  days  have  a  pad  ready,  so  that  I  can 
print  a  few  perfect  impressions,  when  I  will  send  you  a 
few  more. 

I  have  not  as  yet  heard  of  anv  of  the  old  envelopes 
coming  to  light.  As  all  originals  had  my  own  signa- 
ture, of  course  I  cannot  furnish  lots  to  dealei-»,  even  if 
I  wishod. 

I  am  yours, 

E.  X.    MlTCUELL. 
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ON  THE  12  CUARTOS   SPANISH  OF 
THE   1857  TYPE. 

{Translated from  ^^ El  Avriguador  **  o/Ut  May.) 

Before  examining  whether  this  postage 
stamp  was  ever  current,  it  will  be  as  well  to 
refer  to  the  issues  of  1855,  *5G,  and  '57,  as 
this  value  was  not  printed  till  J  859. 

The  postal  administration,  in  a  circular 
dated  28th  December,  1855,  gave  notice  to 
the  post  offices  in  the  country  that  the  stock 
of  postage  stamps  on  blue  paper  was  very 
short  in  the  royal  factory,  and  that  having 
no  paper  of  the  same  class,  the  stamps 
would  in  future  be  printed  on  white  paper. 
This  notice  was  circulated  in  order  that  the 
officials  might  recognise  and  accept  the 
white  paper  stamps  as  genuine,  provided 
they  possessed  all  the  other  requisite  condi- 
tions. This  paper  was  watermarked  with 
lines  forming  a  kind  of  square. 

In  April,  1856,  by  another  circular,  the 
general  post-office  gave  notice  that  the 
supply  of  stamps  printed  on  this  water- 
marked paper  being  nearly  exhausted,  the 
series  would  thenceforth  be  printed  on 
plain  paper ;  and  all  those  possessing  the 
other  prescribed  signs,  whereby  the  genuine 
might  be  distinguished  from  the  forged, 
printed  on  un watermarked  paper,  might  be 
accepted.  In  this  circular  instructions  are 
given  for  the  detection  of  forgeries;  and  it 
is  a  singular  thing  that  they  did  not  change 
this  type,  as  they  had  previously  done  every 
year. 

Of  the  issue  begun  in   1855   there  were 
only  four  values,  viz. : — 
2  cuartos  green 
4       „        rose  to  carmine 

1  real  blue  and  blue-green 

2  „    violet,  of  different  shades  ; 

and  the  issue  of  these  values,  on  plain  paper, 
continued  until  the  31st  January,  1860. 

The  12  cuartos  stamps  of  the  earlier  issues 
had  served  only  to  prepay  letters  of  double 
weight,  6  cuartos  being  the  rate  for  single- 
weight  letters.  In  1854  the  rate  was  reduced 
to  4  cuartos  ;  the  12  c.  stamp  was  then,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  withdrawn,  and  throughout 
the  period  of  the  currency  of  the  1855  typo 
the  absence  of  this  value  had  not  been  felt. 

A    treaty    with    France    was,    however, 


signed  on  the  5th  August,  1859,  in  which  it 
was  agreed  that  12  cuartos  should  bo  the 
rate  for  all  letters  from  Spain  to  France, 
weighing  4  adamieSy  or  quarter  of  an  ounce ; 
and  the  regulations  for  the  service  between 
the  two  countries,  together  with  the  date 
when  they  should  come  into  force  were 
thereby  settled.  By  a  decree  signed  the  25th 
November,  1859,  notice  was  given  that  the 
said  treaty  would  come  into  operation  from 
the  1st  of  February,  1860. 

It  is  but  natural  to  suppose,  that  on  or 
about  the  time  when  the  treaty  was  signed, 
the  order  was  given  for  the  printing  of  a 
stock  of  the  12  cuartos  stamps,  necessary  to 
frank  letters  to  France,  and  nothing  was 
said  about  changing  the  type.  Doubtless  it 
was  intended  to  maintain  the  existing 
series  at  the  time,  and  thus  it  happened  that 
a  supply  was  then  and  there  printed  of  the 
current  design. 

After  this,  either  because  forgeries  becatne 
more  frequent,  or  in  consequence  of  a  wish 
to  revert  to  the  rule  which  was  in  practice 
till  1854,  of  issuing  new  postaze  stamps 
every  year,  it  was  decided  to  cf-eate  a  new 
series ;  and  in  a  circular  of  the  17tli  January, 
1860,  the  general  post-office  gave  notice  that 
it  had  resolved  on  changing  the  type  of  the 
stamps  used  for  franking  and  registering 
letters. 

On  the  13th  of  the  same  month  the  de- 
partment issued  another  notice  to  all  the 
governors  of  provinces,  stating  that  the  new 
postage  stamps  would  be  of  the  value  of  2, 
4,  and  12  cuartos,  1  and  2  reales;  that  their 
employment  would  commence  on  the  Ist  of 
February  ;  and  that  during  the  first  fifteen 
days  following,  and  until  the  old  designs  were 
exchanged  for  the  new,  the  public  might  use 
both  indiscriminately. 

It  results  from  the  foregoing  that  the  12 
cuartos  stamp  of  the  1857  typo  was  as- 
suredly never  in  circuli^tion ;  as  the  only 
time  it  could  have  been  circulated  would 
have  been  during  the  first  fifteen  days  of 
February;  and  this  only  supposing  it  had 
been  in  circulation  before,  which  in  fact  it 
never  was. 

[  Fide  Article,  »*Two  Spanish  Stamps,"  in  The  Stamp- 
CMeclor's  Magazine,  vol.  vii.,  n.  180.  The  conjectures 
therein  udvunced  are  now  fully  borne  out. — Ed.] 
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SUCCESS  OP  THE   HALFPENNY 
POSTAGE  RATE. 

Nearly  nine  months'  experience  of  the  half- 
penny postage  does  not  appear  to  have  belied 
the  anticipations  respecting  it.  There  are 
no  snch  signs  of  serions  diminntion  of  postal 
revenne  as  had  been  predicted — although  a 
loss  of  £50,000  was  caused  by  the  abolition 
of  the  newspaper  stamp — whilst  the  deve- 
lopment of  the  postal  service  has  only  been 
in  proportion  to  public  requirements.  It  is 
clear  that  post-office  administrators  were 
prepared  for  a  large  addition  of  work.  In 
the  first  six  months  of  the  new  rates,  up- 
wards of  58,000,000  post  cards  and  about 
310,000,000  halfpenny  labels  and  stamped 
wrappers  were  issued.  In  one  direction, 
however,  the  anticipations  of  the  authorities 
appear  not  to  have  been  veri6ed  by  results. 
The  quantity  of  paper  sent  in  by  the  public 
to  receive  the  impressed  stamp  appears  to 
have  fallen  short  of  the  estimate,  the  number 
of  stamps  impressed  being  only  in  the  pro- 
portion of  10  per  cent,  to  the  wrappers  sup- 
))lied  at  Somerset  House.  The  six  months* 
issue  of  the  halfpenny  postage  was  as  fol- 
lows:— 

NombfT.  Dotr* 

.  d.  poataKo  labels        77,216,680        £160,806 

d.  post  carda  68,485,960  121,846 

\  d.  wrappers  33,048,420  68,860 

Totel,    168,760,060       £351,661 

Thus  it  would  appear  that  the  consumption 
of  halfpenny  stamps  of  all  denominations  has 
in  round  numbers  amounted  to  six  and  a  half 
millions  per  week,  or  nearly  a  million  a  day. 
Who  shall  say  that  the  advocates  of  half- 
penny postage  do  not  now  stand  justified  ? — 
Globe, 

THE   PONY  EXPRESS. 


AN  EXTRACT  FROM  *^MARK  TWAIN." 

In  a  little  while  all  interest  was  taken  up 
in  stretching  our  necks  and  watching  for 
the  "pony  rider,"  the  fleet  messenger  who 
sped  across  the  continent,  from  St.  Joe 
to  Sacramento,  carrying  letters  nineteen 
hundred  miles  in  eight  days  !  Think  of 
that  for  perishable  horse  and  human  flesh 
and  blood  to  do  !  The  pony  rider  was 
usually  a  little  bit  of  a   fellow,  brimful  of 


spirit  and  endurance.  No  matter  what  time 
of  night  his  watch  came  on,  and  no  matter 
whether  it  was  winter  or  summer,  raining, 
snowing,  hailing  or  sleeting,  or  whether  his 
"  beat  *'  was  a  level,  straight  road  or  a  crazy 
trail  over  mountain  crags  and  precipices,  or 
whether  it  led  through  peaceful  r^ons,  or 
regions  that  swarmed  with  hostile  Indians, 
he  was  always  ready  to  leap  into  the  saddle 
and  be  off  like  the  wind. 

There  was  no  idling  for  a  pony  rider  on 
duty.  He  rode  forty  miles  without  stopping, 
by  daylight,  moonlight,  starlight,  or  through 
the  blackness  of  darkness,  just  as  it  happened. 
Ue  rode  a  splendid  horse,  that  was  born  for  a 
racer,  and  fed  and  lodged  like  a  gentleman, 
kept  him  at  his  utmost  speed  for  tea  miles, 
and  then,  as  he  came  crashing  up  to  a  sta- 
tion, where  stood  two  men  holding  a  fresh, 
impatient  steed,  the  transfer  of  rider  and 
mail  bag  was  made  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  and  away  flew  the  eager  pair,  and  were 
out  of  sight  before  the  spectator  could  get 
hardly  the  ghost  of  a  look.  Both  rider  and 
horse  went  "  flying  light." 

The  rider's  dress  was  thin  and  fitted  close ; 
he  wore  a  "  round  about "  and  "  skull  cap," 
and  tucked  his  pantaloons  into  his  boot-tops, 
like  a  race  rider.  He  carried  no  arms — he 
carried  nothing  that  was  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, for  even  his  postage  on  his  literary 
freight  was  worth  two  dollars  an  ounce.  He 
got  but  little  frivolous  correspondence  to 
carry;  his  bag  had  business  letters  in  it 
mostly.  His  horse  was  stripped  of  all  un- 
necessary weight  too.  He  wore  a  little  wafer 
of  a  racing-saddle,  and  no  visible  blanket. 
He  wore  light  shoes,  or  none  at  all.  The 
little  flat  mail  pockets  strapped  under  the 
rider's  thighs,  would  hold  about  the  bulk  of 
a  child's  primer. 

They  held  many  and  many  an  important 
business  chapter  and  newspaper  letter,  but 
these  were  written  on  paper  as  airy  and  thin 
as  gold-leaf  nearly,  and  thus  bulk  and  weight 
were  economized.  The  stage  coach  travelled 
about  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  miles  a  day  (twenty-four  hours)  ;  the 
pony  rider  two  hundred  and  fifty.  There 
were  about  eighty  pony  riders  in  saddle  all 
the  time,  night  and  day,  stretching  in  a  long 
scattering  procession  &om  Missouri  to  Cali- 
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fomia — forty  flying  eastward  and  forty  to- 
ward the  west,  and  among  them  making  four 
hundred  gallont  horses  earn  a  stirring  liveli- 
hood, and  see  a  great  deal  of  scenery  every 
single  day  in  the  year. 

We  had  a  consuming  desire  from  the 
beginning  to  see  a  pony  rider,  but  somehow 
or  other,  all  that  passed  us,  and  all  that  met 
ns,  managed  to  streak  by  in  the  night,  and 
so  we  heard  only  a  whiz  and  a  hail,  and  the 
swift  phantom  of  the  desert  was  gone  before 
we  could  get  our  heads  out  of  the  windows. 
Bat  now  we  were  expecting  one  along  every 
moment,  and  would  see  him  in  broad  day- 

Presently  the  driver  exclaims, 

"  Here  he  comes  !  '* 

Every  neck  is  strained  further,  and  every 
eye  wider.  Away  across  the  endless  dead 
level  of  the  prairie,  a  black  speck  appears 
asfainst  the  sky,  and  it  is  plain  that  it  moves. 
Well,  I  should  think  so !  In  a  second  or  so  it 
becomes  a  hor^  and  rider,  rising  and  falling 
— sweeping  towards  us  nearer  and  ntarer — 
growing  more  and  more  distinct,  more  and 
more  sharply  defined — rear«r  and  nearer, 
and  the  flutter  of  the  hoofs  comes  faintly  to 
the  ear — another  instant,  a  whoop  and  a 
hurrah  from  our  upper  deck,  a  wave  of  the 
rider's  hand,  but  no  reply,  and  man  and 
horse  burst  past  our  excited  faces,  and  go 
wing^g  away  like  a  belated  fragment  of  a 
storm. 

So  sudden  is  it  all,  and  so  like  a  flash  of 
unreal  fancy,  that  but  for  the  flake  of  white 
foam  left  quivering  and  perishing  on  a  mail 
sack,  after  the  vision  had  flashed  by  and 
disappeared,  we  might  have  doubted  whether 
we  had  seen  any  actual  horse  and  man  at  all, 
may  be. 


INVERTED  WATERMARKS. 

BY  THB  BEV.  ROBERT  B.   EARBB,  BIRMINGHAM. 

TuERE  has  been  a  good  deal  of  opposition 
manifested,  until  lately,  to  the  growing  de- 
sire for  the  possession  of  stamps  with  ab- 
normal watermarks  ;  but  now,  "philosophical 
pbiUtclists "  seem  to  have  very  generally 
accepted  the  said  stamps  as  fit  and  proper 
objects  for  collection.  In  the  term  "ab- 
normal watermarks,"  I    include    all  those 


which  are  the  result  of  accident  or  neces- 
sity (snch  as  the  Victorias,  with  figures 
or  words  of  a  different  value  from  that  on 
the /ace  of  the  stamp);  but,  as  these  have 
been,  or  will  be,  catalogued  by  men  knowing 
a  hundred  times  more  than  I  do  about  phi- 
lately, I  intend  to  offer  to  your  readers  a  list 
of  inverted  watermarks  alone,  and  of  those 
only  such  as  have  been,  or  are  in  my  own 
p()S.session.  But  let  me  offer,  first  of  all,  a 
few  remarks  in  favour  of,the  collection  of  in- 
verted watermarks.  We  collect  the  1855 
Italians,  with  inverted  head  (by  the  way,  I  have 
never  seen  them  postmarked)  ;  we  accept — 
when  we  can  get  it — the  United  States  1869- 
70  15  cents,  with  reversed  vignette,  <fec.,  <fec.; 
and  these  are  no  -more,  or  rather,  no  less, 
authentic  than  the  once  despised  inverted 
watermarks ;  therefore,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
if  the  first  are  deemed  worthy  of  a  place  in 
our  albums,  the  others  should  not  "  be  left 
out  in  the  cold," — the  cold  of  indifferctico 
and  contempt.  I  have  stated  my  reasons  a.s 
shortly  as  possible,  in  order  to  avoid  en- 
croaching too  much  upon  your  space,  and  I 
will  now  proceed  to  my  small  list. 

Chili  (second  iwue),  five  cents  vermilion,  inverted  **5.'* 

Great  Hrituiu  (1855).  Sixpence  lilac  embossed,iuv."v.R.'* 
„  (1864).  One  penny  retl,  in  v.  **  crown  ** 

„  (1870).  Halfpenny  red,  inv.»*Afl//*;pwwy.** 

India  (1865).  Two  annas  yellow,  in  v.  eiepfmnt's  J^ad. 

Jamaica  (1863)?  Threepence  green,  in  v.  pineapple. 

New  South  Wales  (1854).  Sixpence  cinnamon,  in  v.  *'6." 

(1854).    One  shilling  dark  rose,  in  v. 

»*  12.»» 
(1856).  Threepence  bluish  green,  in  v. 

(1862).  Twopence  light  blue,  in  v.  **2." 
(1864).  One  penny  red,  inv.  ♦*  1." 

Straits  Settlements  (1867).  Eight  cents  green  on  orange, 

inv.  elephnnVs  head. 

Tasmania  (1862).  Twopence  green,  inv.  "2  " 
„        (1862).  Fourpence  blue,  inv.  *»4/' 

Victoria  (1862).  One  penny  green,  inv.  "I." 

I  am  aware  that  this  list  will  be  thought 
a  very  meagre  one,  but,  so  far  as  it  gees,  it 
may  be  relied  upon ;  and  I  doubt  not  that 
when  the  attention  of  painstaking  philatelists 
has  once  been  directed  to  this  part  of  our 
science,  wo  shall  soon  have  very  much  more 
extended  catalogues.  All  the  stamps  des- 
cribed are  in  my  own  possession,  with  the 
exception  of  the  English  penny,  with  inverted 
crown,  and  that  I  have  seen  and  examined. 
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NEWLT-ISSUED  Oft  ISEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Victor II. — Another  stamp  maf  nwvv  be 
added  to  the  list — atreatfy  too  long — of  so 
called  "  proviaional "  atampfl,  whicti  oflen 
linger  long  cnoagh  to  acquire  the  right  to  bo 
considered  as  fixtures.  This  latent  arrival  ia 
the  current  tenpenny  of  Victoria,  trans- 
formed into  a  uinepence.  The  change  ia 
effected  hy  enrcliarging  the  necessary  word 
acroaa  the  lower  margin  of  the  stamp,  and  i 
by  obliterating,  with  the  figure  9,  the  nu- 
meral which  has  hitherto  done  dnty  on  each 
nide  of  the  oval  as  as  indicatioD  of  the  valne. 
The  added  inscription  and  fignreaarein  deep 
bine  ink  ;  the  colour  of  the  stamp  itself  is 
unchanged.  Our  copy  bears  the  old  water- 
mark^the  figures  10. 

Bolivia,- — A  correspondent,  writing  from 
Patmonth,  sends  us,  in  commanicalion, three 
commercial  stamps,  which  paid  the  postage 
ou  a  letter  he  recently  received.  He  adds, 
"  I  have  received  several  of  them  regulnrly 
postmarked  ;  in  fact,  two  or  three  firms  in 
this  town,  having  correspondeDts  in  that 
country,  inform  me  tbnt  they  have  received 
no  other  stamps  on  their  Dolivian  letters  for 
the  past  two  months."  With  the  example  of 
the  Peruvian  aeries,  issued  under  the  dic- 
tature  before  ns,  we  are  inclined  to  argue 
that  the  recent  disturbances  in  Bolivia  may 
be  in  some  manner  the  cause  of  the  adoption 
of  the  commercial  scHca  into  the  ranks  of 
the  great  army  of  postage  stamps.  The 
stock  of  postsge  stamps  proper  may  have 
mn  short  in  aorao  particular  towns,  and  tho 
state  of  the  country  may  have  prevented  the 
procuring  of  fresh  supplies.  These  are  but 
conjectures,  it  ia  true  ;  but  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  the  obliging  correspondent  who,hy 
the  intelligence  he  sends  us,  has  occtu=ioned 
them,  to  ascertain  bow  far  they  are  fuanded. 
The  fiscal  stamps — which  have  been  pres- 
sed into  duty  for  the  prepayment  of  letters — 
are  very  handsomely  designed.  They  are  of 
the  same  size  as  the  postels,  are  perforated, 
and  bear  in  the  centre  of  tm  oval,  inscribed 
TitASSACCiONKS  snCMi.Es  BOLivM,  tho  full- 
length  figure  of  Justice  holding  tho  scales ; 
tlie  value  is  indicated  by  numerals,  on  va- 
riously disposed  labels,  at  the  four  angles, 


and  by  the  word  cestavos,  which  runs  along 
the  lower  margin.  The  values  we  have  re- 
ceived are  the  10  c.  green,  and  5  c,  black. 
The  engraving  of  these  stamps  ia  evidently 
the  work  of  one  of  the  New  York  com- 
panies. 

HUMOAKT. — The  post  card  represented  in 
onr  last  number  turns  out  to  have  been  but 

_    the  forerunner  of  a  series 

3    of  adhesives  and  envelopta 
i    for    the    kingdom.       The 
I    type,  which  we  annex,  is 
3    identical    with    tl;at  nsed 
3    for  the  cards.     The  values 
I     and   colours,  for  both  en- 
=    velopes  and  adheaives,  we 
nndersland,   are    to    be    the    same   as   those 
of  the  Austrian  series,  and  the   stamps   will 
be  issued,  valne  after  value,  as  the  existing 
stock  is  used  up.     The  only  one  at  present 
in  use  ia  the  5  kr,,  reddish  rose,  which  has 
been  scon  obliterated.     It  is  not  a  very  bril- 
liant nor  artistic  design,  but  perhaps  tho  en- 
tire series  may  liavo  a  good  effect. 

In  addition  to  these  adhpsives  there  ia  also 
a  newspaper  stamp  of  a  different  desij^ — a 
stamp  like  the  current  Austrian  Mercury, 
without  inscription  or  indication  of  valne. 
The  design  consists  of  the  Hunt^arian  crown 
(we  helieca,  but  harrowing  a  phniao  from  the 
Tichhorne  case,  "  it  wonld  not  sarprise  na" 
to  learn  it  is  some  other  crown),  and  below 
it  is  a  poat-hom  ;  the  whole  in  an  nn- 
coloured  circle.  The  rectangle  ia  completed 
by  a  slightly  ornamented  marginal  frame, 
and  lined  spandrels.  It  ia  printed  in  red, 
and  the  execution  is  very  poor. 

Fiu>-CE.— Tho  half  sheet  of  150  of  the  20 
c,  head  of  Liberty,  perforated,  contains  nn 
fewer  than  three  reversed  stamps.  The  fol- 
lowing are  their  positions:  — 

10th  row  down,  2nd  stamp  from  left. 
11th    „         „        right-hand  stamp. 
Last    „        „       3rd  stamp  from  right. 
These  errors  no  doubt  occurred  in  making 
up    the   plate   fur  the  new  emission.     The 
unpcrfiiratcd  stamps  are  now  getting  scarcer, 
the  10  and  20  c.  being  the   only  ones   which 
are  at  all  freely  used.     In  many  places  the 
lau^eatcd    one-centime    of   the    empire     has 
been  brought  bock  into  currency.      M.  Moeos 
notices  a  4u  c.  imperforate  very  pale  yellow. 
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Ue  also  bas  beeo  informed,  by  one  uf  hie 
con-espondfuts,  that  proofs  exist  in  Paris  of 
tho  liead  of  Liberty  (engravod)  stamps,  od 
Tibich  the  inscription  couuune  dg  fakis  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  rrpcb.  frano.  It 
ix  not  at  ail  anlikely  that  the  ComToune  in- 
tended tasning  stamp-i,  seeing  that  nt  one 
period  of  the  siege  its  officers  eutered  the 
tobacco  ahops,  and  pounced  on  all  the  atampa 
tbey  conid  find,  the  atock  at  the  post-offices 
being  even  then  ho  short. 

Rvssu.^Ni/rycrod. — Wi 
ing  of  a  new  stamp  fortlie  ^. 
dJHtrict  oF  Novgorod.  It 
lias  been  kindly  forwarded 
by  the  oorre.spoiident  wlio 
fai-nisbes  the  list  of  Bus- 
sian  locals,  which  it  is  our 
good  fortune  to  be  able  to 
give  our  readers  in  the 
present  number.  It  re- 
presents the  value  of  5  kopec,  and  is  printed 
black  on  rose. 

Livonia, — The  once-donbted  stamp,  bear- 
ing a  griffin  in  ova).  Las  at  length  given 
I  place  to  tbe  stamp  berewitii 
represented,  which  may  be 
described  as  tbe  same  de- 
sign, without  the  griffin  in 
oval,  in  this  particular 
greatly  resembling  the  first 
rectangular  stamp  issued. 
Like  its  predecessor,  it  has 
the  centre  green  and  the 
frame  red,  or  carmine. 

PoBTOOAL.— Of  the  new  issue  there  are 
now  in  existence  the 

5  reia  black 
10    „    yellow 
20    „    bistre 
50    „    green 
100    „    pale  like 
AioKES. — The  new  series  for  tbe  niother- 
ciiuntry  is  at  present  represented  in  those 
islands  by  four  values — 

5  reis  black,  surcharge  red 
10    „    yellow,     „         black 
25    „    rose,         „  „ 

50    „    green,       „  „ 

Jauaica. — Specimens  of  tbe  threepence 
pftle  green,  and  sixpenco  mauve,  have  ap- 
peared, according  to   our  Belgian  coutem- 


p:trary,  with  cc  and  crown  watermark,  in- 
stead of  tbe  old  familiar  pine-apple. 

Tasmania.— Two  more  values  of  the  new 
type  have  been  issued,  the 

Threepence,      reddish  brown 
Five  shillings,  bright  violet. 
These   are  watermarked  with  the  letters  TAS 
running  diagonally  from  left  to  right. 

SwiTZK  II  LA.ND.^  News  paper  wrappers  bear- 
ing impressed  stamps  have  jost  been  issned 
for  tho  Helvetic  republic; 
only  two  values  are  as  yet 


but  others  will  be  issued 
if  the  public  are  found  to 
appreciate     the     system. 
The  paper  makers  and  sta- 
tioners have  no  cause  of  complaint,  inasmuch 
ns  the^e  bauds  are  issued  at  pnces  above  their 
facial  viilue,  according  to  their  size,  to  cover 
tbe  cost  of  pa{>cr.     The  design  is  formed  of 
the  6guru  of  vidue,  with  n  cross  above,  and 
cb:NTiMES  on  a  label   below,  surronndcd  by 
wreath. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. — The  handsome  one-cent 
adhesive  lias  been  superseded  by  another 
stamp  formed  from  it  and  almost  identical 
in  design,  coloured  a  kind  of  brownish 
violet,  Tbe  portrait  is  pmbalilij  tbe  samo, 
but  the  background  has  certainly  been  re- 
made, and  the  pointed  oval  frame  baa  also 
boen  re-cnt.  The  inscriptions  and,  notably, 
the  letters  k.  f.  are  smaller,  and  there  are 
difiercnces  in  the  disposition  of  the  ibliaga 
easily  observable  on  comparison, 

Spain, — The  new  serien  of  stamps  may  be 
expected  to  see  tbe  light  very  shortly ;  and 
according  to  our  Spauiah  contemporary.  El 
Averigwiehjr,  the  first  values  to  appear  will 
be  the  G,  10,  12,  25,  40,  and  50  ceutimoa  de 
peseta.  The  colours  are  not  yet  known,  bat 
it  is  certain  the  stamps  will  bear  the  king's 
portrait,  the  face  turned  slightly  towards  the 
left.  The  1,  4,  and  10  peseta  will  be  from  a 
difierent  die  from  tbe  others,  and  the  1,  2, 
and  6  centimos  de  peseta  alone  will  bear  a 
numeral ;  of  these  latter  only  the  lowest 
value  will  appear  ou  1st  July,  and  even  that 
may  be  delayed. 

T/ie  Aourt^uiuZor,  criticising  the  description 
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given  of  the  forthcoming  issue  in  La  Timbre" 
Foste  (and  quoted  by  us),  says  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  editor  of  the  Belgiau 
paper  has  seen  proofs  of  a  rejected  design, 
and  has  been  deceived  by  his  correspondent 
into  believing  them  to  be  of  the  adopted 
type.  The  Spanish  paper,  however,  Iwlieves 
that  M.  Moens,  whilst  acknowledging,  will 
not  regret  his  error,  on  learning  that  the 
accepted  design  is  even  finer  than  the  one  of 
which  he  has  spoken  so  highly. 

Canada. — The  first  of  our  possessions  to 
follow  our  example  in  issuing  post  cards  is 
the  dominion  of  Canada.  The  dominion  has 
had  the  design  execut<ed  by  the  Montreal 
Bank  Note  Company,  and  the  cards  are  now 
in  circulation.  They  are  rather  smaller  than 
our  own,  and  the  device,  though  very  finely 
engraved,  has  a  somewhat  heavy  appearance. 
There  is,  first,  a  broad  exterior  engine-pat- 
terned border ;  in  the  right-hand  comer  is 
the  impressed  stamp,  which  has  the  Queen's 
profile,  as  on  the  first  scries  of  the  dominion 
adhesives,  but  in  a  kind  of  indented  scroll 
frame ;  and  below  the  portrait,  in  a  straight 
line,  are  the  words  one  cent.  Across  the 
upper  part  of  the  card,  in  two  lines,  runs 
the  inscription — 

CANADA   POST   CARD. 
THE  ADDRESS  ONLY  TO  BE  WRITTEN  ON  TUIS  SIDE. 

To 

The  whole  is  in  blue  ink,  on  pale  buff  card. 

Fiji  Islands. — The  Fhibitelist  contains  the 
following : — 

"  Mr.  Pemberton  possesses,  on  dice-pattern 
watermarked  paper,  black  on  pale  pink,  two 
additional  values  to  those  previously  de- 
scribed ;  making  the  complete  set  of  penny, 
twopence,  sixpence,  and  shilling,  all  pin- 
pricked  on  a  coloured  line." 

"  KoORSHBDJAH." — Our  Brighton  contem- 
porary also  contains  the  following  correction 
of  a  somewhat  curious  error : 

"  In  our  article  on  the  advantages  of  phi- 
latelic study,  entitled  "Paper Medals,"  which 
will  be  found  in  the  first  volume  of  this 
magazine,  we  instanced  its  necessitating  at- 
tention to  geography,  among  other  require- 
ments, and  referred  to  the  mystery  once  ex- 
isting with  regard  to  the  Borgedorf  and 


Thum  and  Taxis  stamps,  in  the  early  stages 
of  what  was  then  called  timbromania.  The 
impressions  known  under  the  above  name, 
were  first  described  and  figured  in  oar  fourth 
volume ;  and  we  own  ourselves  (and  believe 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  collectors  fell 
into  the  same  error)  that  we  concluded  the 
outlandish  looking  individuals  in  question, 
took  their  cognomen  from  some  district, 
city,  or  province  of  Hindostan.  Wishing  to 
get  some  inkling  of  the  situation,  ilbc.,  of  the 
same,  we  hunted  over  all  the  gazetteers, 
atlases,  and  geographies  wo  could  find  in  the 
reading-room  of  the  British  Museum,  but  in 
vain.  At  length,  on  applying  where  we 
ought  to  have  gone  at  first,  viz.,  to  the  party 
whence  we  received  some,  the  astounding 
information  came,  that  the  name  was  not  de- 
rived from  a  place,  but  from  a  man  !  They 
represent  the  signature  of  His  Highness  The 
Nawab  Koorshed  Jah  Bahadoor,  Hydrabad, 
Deccan :  and  consequently,  though  not 
strictly  speaking,  postals,  must  be  classed 
with  the  other  Deccan  stamps." 

South  Australia. — The  two-shilling  stamp 
now  comes  over  of  a  rich  carmine-lake  tint. 


NOTES  OX  THE  UNITED  STATES 

LOCALS. 


BY    W.    DUDLEY    ATLKB. 


I. 

I  FEEL  great  diffidence  in  commencing  a 
series  of  papers  on  this  (to  me)  most  intricate 
of  all  philatelic  subjects;  and  must,  at  the 
very  outset  of  my  undertaking,  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  my  readers  for  any  shortcomings 
of  which  I  may  be  guilty. 

For  several  months  past  I  have  been 
groping  my  way  through  a  perfect  labyrinth 
of  facts  and  fiction,  and  am  still  far — very 
far — from  out  of  the  maze.  I  have  had 
many  valuable  suggestions  from  numerous 
correspondents,  but  although  the  said  sug- 
gestions were  everything  that  could  be 
desired  in  theory,  when  they  had  to  be  pat 
into  practice,  the  result  was  not  nearly  so 
satisfactory. 

One  friend  argued,  that  as  the  stamps 
were  local,  they  ought  to  be  classified  by 
localities.  This  I  entirely  agree  with,  were 
such  a  proposition  feasible;   but  I  regret 
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to  say  it  is  iiot.  As  I  cannot  adopt  this 
Ej'Btem  of  arrangement,  or  oven  aHsign  to 
esery  local  its  correct  place  of  nativity,  I  am 
constrained  to  abandon  all  idea  of  making  at 
thia  time  (and  I  fear  at  any  other)  n  com- 
plete history  of  the  TJnited  Slates  locals.  [ 
have  therefore  decided  to  publish  the  result 
of  my  researches  under  the  more  modest 
gnise  of  Notes. 

I  intend  not  only  to  describe  the  genaine 
emissions,  but  any  forgeries,  or  "  bogus " 
productions  that  may  come  under  my  notice ; 
and  I  may  here  repeat,  that  I  shall  always 
be  happy  to  receive  any  informatioQ  or 
sa^restions  that  my  brother  philatelists  may 
be  pleaseil  to  favour  mo  with. 

American  locals  have  been  so  oflen  abused, 
that  I  think  a  few  words  should  be  penned 
in  their  defence.  I  know  several  amateurs 
who  have  discarded  these  stamps  "  because 
they  are  ao  endless,"  or  for  the  reason  that 
"they  are  so  difficult  to  understand."  To 
me,  in  this  last  objection  lies  their  greatest 
charm ;  the  more  complicated  a  subject  is, 
the  more  I  like  to  study  it ;  and  I  should  say 
this  ought  to  be  the  feeling  of  everyone  who 
takes  a  really  sincere  interest  in  the  science. 

There  are  weeds  in  every  garden,  but  that 
is  no  reason  why  we  shonld  refuse  to  plant 
flowers.  If  we  can  only  manage  to  root  out 
the  weeds,  surely  the  flowers  will  be  worth 
retaittiiig.  Ever  since  the  birth  of  philately, 
there  has  been  far  too  much  apathy  upon  the 
subject  of  United  States  locals ;  for  had  each 
variety,  apon  its  appearance,  been  traced  to 
its  source,  we  should  long  ere  this  have  hod 
fuller  particulars  as  to  which  were  genuine 
luid  which  impositions. 

Leaving  the  Californians  out  of  tho 
question,  I  think  we  shall  find  that  more 
than  tno-tbirda  of  the  chronicled  locals  have 
emanated  from  tbe  teeming  brains  of  un- 
principled dealers,  or^in  the  case  of  fancy 
colours — of  speculative  proprietors.  If  we 
can  only  manage  to  separate  the  tares  from 
the  wheat,  we  shall  find  the  show  of  really 
Rood  locals  a  most  presentable  and  interesting 
one. 

The  iseno  of  locals  was  caused  in  the  first 
place  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  posts  by 
the  government,  who  not  only  charged  very 
bigh  prices  for  the  carriage  of  mail  matter, 


but  were  far  from  accommodating  in  their 

system  of  delivering  the  same.  The  earliest 
stamp  was  the  well-known  vignette  with  the 
Conr'Cr  crossing  over  buildings,  issued  by 
D.  0.  Blood  &  Co.,  for  use  in  Philadelphia 
only.  This  was  bronght  out  in  1B4^,  and  in 
the  sncceedingyear  Messrs.  Blood's  example 
was  followed  by  Hale  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  who 
carried  between  that  city,  Pliiladelpbio,  and 
New  York.  Brainard  &  Co.,  and  W.  Wyman, 
of  tho  last-named  city,  also  started  private 
posts,  and  adopted  stamps  about  the  same 

The  establishment  of  these  local  posts 
spread  so  rapidly,  that  almost  every  city 
could  boast  of  at  least  one,  although  all 
did  not  issue  stamps. 

I  will  now  commence  ray  notes  by  de- 
scribing the  various  issues  of 


This  undertaking  was  established  in  1811^, 
by  Mr.  J.  T.  Boyd,  of 
New  York,  for  the  deli- 
very of  letters  and  cir- 
culars within  that  city. 
Tho  compnny  is  still  in 
existence  for  the  convey- 
ance of  printed  matter, 
but  the  carriage  of  let- 

carofully  -  guarded  gov- 
ernment monopoly. 

Ho  less  than  sis  types  of  the  adhesive 
stamps  have  been  engraved ;  all  having  the 
same  design  as  a  basis,  bat  differing  in  minor 
details. 

As  no  information  can  be  obtained  from 
the  issuers,  it  in  impossible  to  give  to  each 
die  its  date  of  emission;  but  I  am  quite 
certain  that  they  were  brought  out  in  tho 
order  of  their  arrangement  in  tho  following 
list.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  earliest 
type  was  only  in  use  a  short  time,  as  copies 
are  not  easily  attainable.  I  have  an  envelope 
dated  1848,  bearing  a  2  cents  of  the  first 
issue,  postmarked  with  a  "gridiron"  can- 
cellation. Upon  tho  cover  is  struck  an 
oblong  oval  handstamped  impression  in  red, 
containing  the  name  of  the  express;  and  in 
the  centre  on  oblong  frame  with  the  date, 
May  25 — 2.     This  last  figure  probably  re- 
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fers  to  the  second  delivery,  or  to  the  time  of 
da  J.  In  the  lower  corner  of  the  envelope 
is  another  red  handstamp,  reading  paid,  with 
J.T.B.  underneath.  The  cover  under  notice 
has  been  dated  in  full  by  the  sender,  so  we 
may  reasonably  surmise  that  the  first  type 
had  a  run  of  two  years  at  least. 

The  following  catalogue  has  been  compiled 
with  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  Bentham,  to 
whom  my  sincere  thanks  are  due. 

The  generic  design  of  the  several  series 
may  be  described  as  : — 

Within   a   double-lined   upright  oval   an 

eagle,  with  expanded  wings,  surmounting  a 

globe;  the  whole  surrounded  by  an  outer 

frame  inscribed  BOYD*s  city  express  post;  1 

(or  2)  CENTS.     All  are  imperforate. 

TvPE  I.  (a)— Tail  of  eagle,  long:  extending  to  the  ut- 
most limit  allowed  by  the  frame.  Head  of 
the  bird  regardant.  The  right  wing  is 
raised,  and  the  left  droops ;  neither  of  them 
touch  the  border.  The  shading  of  the  back- 
ground is  faint  and  fine.  A  small  crack  is 
apparent  in  the  plate,  extending  from  that 
portion  of  the  border  near  to  c  of  city,  to 
the  top  of  the  right  wing.  Figure  2  is 
small,  fine,  and  light,  but  imperfectly 
formed.    No  stop  after  cents. 

2  cents  black  on  green  glacd  paper. 

2  „  dull  gold  on  creamy  white  glaet 
paper. 
ip)  (Same  plate  retouched,  and  not  improved). 
Both  the  wings  nearly  touch  the  boraer,  the 
space  between  being  scarcely  disttemible. 
The  feathers  on  the  eagle's  throat  are  heavily 
marked,  and  the  whole  outline  is  heavily 
defined.  The  shading  in  the  background  is 
coarser  and  heavier  than  in  (a).  The 
cmek  in  plate  has  disappeared,  llie  figure 
2  is  strong,  and  perfectly  formed.  No  slop 
after  centh. 

All  the  lettering  in  these  two  plates  is  alike. 

2  cents  black  on  green  paper,  slightly 
glac^. 
(r)  (Same  plate,  again  touched  up,  and  again 
further  spoilt).  Wings  much  the  same  as 
bt  but  heavier,  and  blotchy.  The  body  co- 
vered with  scratches,  probably  intended  for 
feathers.  The  shading  of  the  background  is 
very  heavy,  and  comparatively  coarse.  The 
base  of  the  figure  of  value  is  longer  than  in 
the  preceding  plates.  The  lettering  is  degen  - 
erated,  being  thin  and  feeble.  A  small 
period  after  cents. 

2  cents  black  on  pale  green  (dull  paper). 

2     „    dull  gold  on  creamy  white  {iflaee). 

II. — Breast  of  bird  almost  hairless ;  tail  short 
(but  wide^,  and  cut  straight  off  above  l^e 
level  of  tne  globe.  The  loop  of  the  2  is 
rounded  into  the  upstroke  of  tne  figure. 

The  R  of  cents  being  imperfectly  scratched 
out  of  the  2  cents,  to  make  that  die  serve  for 
the  1  c.)  a  portion  of  the  letter  is  visible  upon 
all  stamps  of  the  lower  value. 


2  cents  black  on  green  (glace  p«p^). 
Var,      2    cents   black  on    green   (glace  paper) 
punched  out  oval. 

1  cent  black  on  green  (glaee  paper). 

III. — This  is  apparently  type  II.  renovated,  and 
(according  to  the  rule  in  these  stamps)  d«*> 
teriorated.  The  expression  of  the  "  fowl" 
is  languishing  and  absurd,  and  its  tail  is  in- 
definite. The  lettering  is  very  heavy ; 
figure  2  large  and  open. 
2  cents  black  on  coarse  bluish  green. 

Var.  2      „        „  „  „      punched 

out  oval. 

IV.— Eagle,  with  small  head  and  beak,  and 
violent  expression  of  countenance;  tail 
short  and  thin ;  left  wing  pressed  against 
the  border. 

2  cents  black  on  rermilion. 
1  cent  black  on  lilac  glace  paper. 
The  8  in  1  c.  removed  as  in  IL 
v.— Regardant   eagle.     A    triple   border.     The 
head  flat,  and  beak  long  and  hooked ;  n^t 
wing  suggestive  of  beckoning.     The  bark- 
ground  is  perfectly  solid. 

2  cents  olack  on  dull  green. 
2     „    red  on  white. 

2     „     black  on  deep  orange. 
2     „    black  on  vermilion. 
Var.  2     „        „  „  punched    out 

in  diamond  form. 
VI. —The  oval  frame  narrower  and  more  elon- 
gated. £agle  fronting,  with  general  ap- 
pearance of  dancing  a  hornpipe.  lettering 
and  drawing  of  bird  very  bad.  A  Roraan 
figure  I. 

1  cent  black  on  lavender  glac^  paper. 
I      ..  ..       dark  blue 


>» 


I* 


f» 


» 


ft 
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ENVELOPES. 

Type  1.— Eagle,  regardant,  sitting  on  boughs  and 
thunderbolts,  circumscribed  ♦boyd*s  city 
POST,*  39,  pulton  ST..  cor.  of  peari<. 
In  oval  frame ;  embodied  (nee  cut). 

Vermilion  on  white,  yellow,  and  buff. 

Dull  red  „ 

Mazarine  blue    „ 

Sky  blue  „ 

II.— Small  eagle,  regardant,  circumscribed 
boyd's  city  dispatch,  ♦  39,  pulton  ST.  • : 
in  oval ;  the  whole  within  a  fancy  frame  ; 
2  c.  in  each  comer. 

(a)  Eagle's  left  \ring  scoops  inwardt  towards 
tlie  body.  The  ornaments  of  three  points 
upon  each  side  of  the  frame  are  blotchy .  The 
one  on  the  left  has  a  solid  circular  smndge 
at  the  end  of  the  middle  point,  and  a  slight 
curl  jutting  out  from  the  upper  one;  the 
middle  of  the  right-hand  ornament  is  long 
and  thick  at  the  point. 

2  cents  red  on  white, 

(d)  The  left  wing  scoops  outwards.  The  or- 
naments are  plainly  drawn,  and  not  at  all 
blotchy. 

2  cents  red  on  white,  yellow,  and  buff. 
2    „     lake  „ 

2    „     violet-red  „ 
2    „     chocolate  „ 


I  Lave   postmarked  copies  before  me  of 
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every  stamp  mentioDed  in  the  above  list,  so 
there  cannot  be  any  question  as  to  the  gen- 
uineness of  each  and  all  of  them. 

Some  few  years  since  a  friend  of  mine, 
then  residing  in  New  York,  inquired  at 
Bojd*s  office  for  their  stamps ;  he  obtained 
some  of  the  1  cent  of  the  fifth  type,  and  some 
Termilion  2  c.  of  the  preceding  die,  with  the 
addition  of  the  latter  value  in  gold  oA  green, 
ou  blue,  and  on  claret, — all  of  the  fourth 
series.  Now  these  stamp  were  certainly 
sold  to  frank  through  Boyd^s  post,  but  as  I 
have  never  been  able  to  come  across  a  nsed 
copy  of  either  of  the  golden-hued  trio,  I  have 
tliimght  it  best  to  leave  themunenumerated  in 
ray  catalogue.  Where  locals  are  concerned, 
I  think  it  particularly  desirable  to  omit 
altogether  when  there  is  the  slightest  doubt. 

It  is  worse  than  nseless  to  turn  to  auy 
poblislied  work  (whether  American  or 
Hritisli)  for  information  respecting  Boyd's 
or  (with  a  very  few  exceptions)  any  United 
States  locals.  In  my  endeavours  to  make 
one  compiler  coincide  with  another,  I  have 
tried  every  list,  from  Booty's  downwards, 
and  have  only  succeeded  in  getting  my  ideas 
80  mixed  up  that  I  resolutely  refuse  to  un- 
dertake the  task  of  unravelling  them. 

Kline,  of  Philadelphia,  agrees  with  Mount 
Brown,  even  to  the  extent  of  chronicling  the 
sham  3  cents  ;  but  this  is  not  very  wonderful, 
if  we  remember  Mr.  Kline  as  the  gentleman 
who  h)oked  upon  plagiarism  as  only  an  eco- 
nomisatiou  of  his  own  labour.  Abandoning  all 
catalogues  and  so-called  ^*  glides  "  as  abso- 
lutely worthless,  we  have  nothing  further  to 
help  us,  except  a  short  monograph  by  Mr. 
Scott,  in  The  American  Journal  of  Fhilaielij ; 
this  I  will  first  transcribe,  verbatim,  and  then 
comment  upon. 

Boyd's  City  Express  Post  2  Cents  in  oval  band, 
eagle  on  globe  in  centre  large  size,  black  impression  on 
jrreen  glazed  paper.  ITiis  stamp  was  used  in  1846.  The 
fttamp  this  description  is  taken  trom,  is  supposed  unique. 

I8o7-60. — Botd's  City  bxpuEss  Post,  One  Cent, 
^le  in  oval ;  altered  from  same  date  two  cent  stamp. 
Black  imureMion  on  green  glazed  paper. 

1860-70.— Altered  from  same  date  two  cent  stamp ; 
▼trietv  reading  1  CENT:i.  Black  impression  on  pale  blue 
glued  paper. 

1870.— Different  [»ie\  engraved,  no  period  after  cent. 
BUck  impression  on  blue  glazed  paper. 

1848-50.— Bovd's  City  Express  Port  2  Cents  in 
oval  band,  eagle  in  centre  on  ^lobe.  Globe  slanting,  thin 
narrow  figure  2»  black  impression  on  green  glazed  paper. 

1851-2.— Same  as  last,  but  inside  oval  much  heavier; 


figure  2  better  shaped.  Black  impression  on  green  glazed 
paper. 

I8d3.— Same  as  last  with  period  after  oenta.  Black 
impression  on  g^un  glazed  paper.  Gold  impression,  glazed 
paper,  white. 

18-51-5. —Similar  to  last,  but  eagle's  wing  different, 
and  globe  upright,  bro.ul  figure  2.  Black  im.  on  green 
glazed  paper. 

18-53  — Similar  to  last,  but  eagle's  right  wing  does  not 
touch  the  side ;  broad  white  line  inside.  Black  impression 
on  green  paper. 

18'57.— Same  as  last  Black  impression  on  vermillion 
[ate]  glazed  paper,  and  colored  impression  on  white 
paper,  nnl. 

1857-60. — Part  of  eagle's  wing  covered  by  oval ;  large 
headed  figure  2.    Black  upon  green  glazed  paper. 

1860-70. — Similar  to  last,  eagle's  right  wing  curved 
against  side  of  oval.  Black  impression,  glazed  paper, 
Vermillion  [»ic\.  Gold  impression  on  glazed  paper,  green, 
crimson. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  stamp  heading 
the  list  is  described  as  ''  eagle  ou  globe  in 
centre  large  size  "  Absence  of  all  punctu- 
ation leaves  ns  in  the  dark  as  to  whether  it 
is  the  eagle,  the  globe,  or  the  centre  which 
is  large ;  probably  the  size  refers  to  the 
entire  label ;  if  so,  it  is  quite  unknown  to  me. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Scott  will  give  a  fuller  de- 
scription of  this  rarity,  and  so  set  all  doubts 
at  rest. 

According  to  our  American  authority,  we 
must)  give  the  aanexed  dates  to  the  several 
types. 

Type  I.  (a)— 1848. 

{p  or  e)  1851  (2  cent  green  on  black), 
(c)  1853  (2  cent  gold  on  white). 
II.— 1854. 
III.— Nob»^ven. 
IV.— 1860  (2  cents), 
v.-  1870. 
YI.— 1856  (2  cent  black  on  men). 
„  — 1857  (2  cent  red  on  white,  and  black  on 
vermilion). 

The  date  1857  for  the  earliest  1  cent  must 
be  an  error,  as  that  stamp  is  from  an  altered 
die  of  type  II.,  which  were  issued  {ante)  1854. 
What  Mr.  Scott  terms  **  pale  blue  "  for  the 
second  typo  of  the  lowest  value,  is  in  reality 
a  lilac.  He  omits  the  lavender  1  c.  of  the 
current  issue,  although  it  undoubtedly  exists. 

Type  IV.  is  said  to  have  been  emitted  ajter 
type  VI.,  bnt  this  cannot  be  altogether  cor- 
rect, as  the  2  c.  vermilion  of  the  latter  die 
is  now  current.  It  is,  of  course,  possible 
that  the  red  on  white,  and  black  on  green  2 
c.  of  type  VI.  preceded  the  vermilion  2  c.  of 
the  fourth  type.  If  so,  when  the  use  of  the 
last-named  die  ceased,  the  old  one  must  havo 
been  reverted  to. 
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In  types  II.,  II L,  and  V.,  varieties  are 
mentioned  as  "punched  out."  Au  oval 
pouch  was  made  the  size  of  the  design,  and 
was  used,  after  the  manner  of  the  Guadal- 
ajara, upou  the  stamps  of  the  two  first- named 
emissions.  Quite  lately,  copies  of  the  present 
2  c.  have  appeared,  upon  small  diamond- 
shaped  paper,  evidently  punched  from  a 
larger  sheet.  The  stamps  being  printed 
with  considerable  space  between  them,  easily 
admit  of  this  mode  of  separation. 

The  envelope  impressions  are  struck  upon 
different  sizes  of  paper,  to  suit  the  taste  of 
wholesale  purchasers. 

Several  forgeries  of  the  adhesives  are 
about,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  imitations 
of  the  envelopes. 

All  Boyd*s  of  a  higher  value  than  2  cents, 
may  be  instantly  discarded  ;  and  so  may  any 
labels  that  do  not  answer  to  the  descriptions 
given  in  the  preceding  list. 

Mr.  Scott  gives  the  gold  on  green  and 
gold  on  crimson  of  the  fourth  type  as  emitted 
stamps  ;  this  seems  to  clinch  the  assertion 
of  my  New  York  friend ;  but  my  advice  is, 
retain  these  labels  until  the  question  can  be 
definitely  settled. 

In  concluding  ray  notes  on  these  stamps, 
I  may  devote  a  few  lines  to  the  means  by 
which  they  were  obliterated. 

The  earliest  postmark  seems  to  have  been 
a  six-barred  oval ;  this  was  fallowed  by  one 
inscribed  paid,  j.t.b.,  in  two  lines,  and  another 
having  new  YOiiK  in  a  semicircle,  with  date 
(not  of  year)  in  centre.  A  small  oblong  oval, 
lettered  paid,  is  sometimes  found  upon  the 
fourth  type.  Upon  the  current  2  c.  we  have 
a  large  circular  mark,  with  boyd's  despatch, 
89,  FULTON  ST.,  and  date. 


ERRORS  OF  ENGRAVING  AND 
PRINTING.— VI. 


BT  W.  DUDLEY  ATLEB. 


United.  States. — ^A  few  copies  of  the  lately- 
defunct  24  cents  have  passed  the  post,  which 
show  the  central  view  in  a  "  topsy-turvey  " 
position.  We  have  also  seen  a  3  c.  envelope 
of  the  new  type  embossed  without  colour. 

Victoria. — This  colony  possesses  quite  an 
olla  podrida  of  errors,  but  they  are  nearly 
all  in  the  watermarks.      The  only  mistakes 


in  engraving  occur  among  the  stamps  of 
the  earliest  type,  with  half-length  portrait  of 
Her  Majesty.  The  ordinary  twopenny  are 
lettered  t.h.  in  the  lower  angles;  in  the 
stamps  with  coarse  ground  and  border  there 
are  two  errors,  having  t.b.  and  t.r.  respect- 
ively ;  and  in  the  fine  border  labels  we  find 
one  inscribed  victopia.  Another  curious 
variety  of  this  stamp  is  one  having  the  place 
usually  appropriated  to  the  value  left  blank. 
A  few  of  these  passed  the  post,  so  they  were 
evidently  from  the  sheets  issued  to  the 
public. 

Although  they  can  scarcely  be  given  as 
errors,  still  we  must  chronicle  the  differences 
existing  upon  the  black  sixpenny,  with  head 
in  plain  oval.  Side  by  side  upon  the  sheets 
we  have  noticed  one  stamp  in  which  the 
ground  of  the  central  oval  is  quite  solid,  and 
another  wherein  the  white  ring  is  very  pro- 
minent ;  the  latter  is  probably  due  to  the 
deterioration  of  the  die.  These  dtfierences 
are  found  both  upon  the  stamps  water- 
marked SIXPENCE,  and  upon  those  with  nu- 
meral of  value. 

In  the  type  having  figures  at  each  side  of 
the  central  oval,  there  is  a  numeral- water- 
marked sixpenny,  having  an  evident  flaw  in 
the  right-hand  6 ;  and  in  the  current  two- 
penny, copies  are  common  showing  the  letters 
of  value  shaded. 

Some  specimens  of  the  earliest  shilling 
show  the  two  final  letters  in  the  inscription 
of  value  much  battered. 

Western  Australia. — Among  the  earliest 
four  penny  a  few  copies  have  been  discovered 
with  the  swan  reniiersSy  but  one  of  the  most 
interesting  errors  is  the  shilling  of  the  pre- 
sent issue,  printed  in  the  bistre  colour  of  the 
penny.  This  rarity  is  obliterated,  and  in  the 
collection  of  the  secretary  of  the  Philatelic 
Society. 

WuRTEMBURa — There  are  not  any  errors 
among  the  adhesives  of  this  kingdom,  but 
specimens  of  the  6  kr.  envelopes  with  large 
green  lettering  exist,  inscribed  drei  and 
neun  kreuzer  respectively. 

To  bring  our  papers  on  errors  down  to  the 
present  time,  we  must  add  a  few  varieties 
which  have  been  found  too  late  for  insertion 
in  their  proper  order. 
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Bavaria. — Begenshurg. — The  returned  let- 
ter labels  used  bj  this  citj  con  tarn  namerous 
Tarieties  and  errors ;  among  these  latter  we 
have  OHERPOSTAMT,  for  "  oberpostamt,"  and 
£OTOURBBiEPy  in  lieu  of  "retourbrief." 

Alsace  and  Lorraine. — All  the  values 
exist  with  inverted  network.  These  stamps 
seem  lately  to  have  been  so  carelessly  printed, 
that  had  the  error  originated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  issue,  it  would  be  a  question 
as  to  which  was  the  right  way  of  the  burelSy 
and  which  the  wrong. 

France. — The  30  c.  imperial,  with  hori- 
zontal linos  in  disc,  is  well  known.  A  trust- 
worthy correspondent  lately  mentioned  a  40 
c.  with  perpendicular  lines. 

Great  Britain. — Tiie  American  Journal  of 
Philately  lately  noticed  an  almost  unique 
variety  of  the  present  shilling  adhesive  "with 
large  letters  in  the  upper  and  small  ones  in 
the  lower  corners."  As  it  was  oblitemted, 
one  sheet  at  least  must  have  been  printed. 

Montevideo. — In  addition  to  the  previously 
described  errors  in  the  5  c.  labels,  there  is 
one  which  has  lately  appeared  with  the 
centre  stroke  missing  to  the  first  E  in  Monte- 
vid**At ;  Dlez  is  also  turned  into  Dlzz  upon  the 
cipher  in  some  of  the  10  c.  stamps. 

Spain. — We  have  seen  a  one-real  stamp  of 
1857  inscribed  corrfos,  instead  of  the  ortho- 
dox word ;  and  we  are  informed  that  some 
of  the  same  value  in  the  1855  sot  are  lettered 

OORRLOS. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Oppen^i  Posta^/e  Stamp  Album  and  Catalogue, 
Fifteenth  Edition.  Revised,  corrected, 
and  brought  up  to  the  present  time,  by 
Dr.  ViNER.     London :  W.  Stevens. 

It  is  not  very  difficult,  though  it  may  be 
painful,  to  dilate  on  the  deficiencies  of  an  old 
acquaintance  ;  but  when  one  has  nothing  but 
good  to  say,  a  few  well  chosen  and  pregnant 
words  of  recommendation  suffice.  Thus  it 
is  with  us,  in  respect  of  our  old  friend, 
0ppen*8  Alburn^  now  half  way  through  its 
teens.  When  we  have  repeated  our  old  ob- 
jection that  it  is  not  printed  on  one  side  only, 
we  have  said  all  we  can  say  against  it;  and, 
per  contra,  we  are  happy  to  bear  testimony 


to  the  combined  excellence  of  its  arrange- 
ments, type,  paper,  and  binding.  Externally 
it  is  a  most  attractive  book,  and  its  beauty  is 
very  far  from  being  only  skin  (or  cover) 
deep ;  and  it  may  certainly  claim  to  have 
been  brought  up  to  the  present  time,  seeing 
that  it  includes  spaces  for  the  stamps  of 
Mozambique,  which  as  yet  have  been  heard 
of,  but  not  seen  ;  and  the  stamps  of  the  Fiji 
Islands,  which  are  as  yet  hardly  known. 

In  conclusion,  we  can  very  cordially  re- 
commend this  old-established  favourite  to  all 
our  readers  who  are  in  want  ofa  ruled  album. 


POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

Personal.— Senor  M.  P.  do  Figueroa  writes  us  as  fol- 
lows : — **  I  have  received  a  number  of  iettera  from  Europe 
and  America,  from  persons  who  have  no  doubt  seen  my 
name  in  this  roapizine,  or  in  The  PhUaUlUtf  requesting 
mo  to  send  Spanish  stamps  in  exchange  for  foreign  ones, 
or  against  remittances.  As  I  cannot  reply  to  them  all, 
permit  me  to  make  use  of  your  columns  to  inform  my  cor' 
respondents  that  /  am  not  a  d$ahr  in  »tainp».** 
I  PucRET  Postal  Weights. — Among  the  host  of  things 
I  not  generally  known,  or  at  lesist  not  remembered  at  the 
proper  momt^nt,  is  the  fact  that  most  of  us  are  in  the  habit 
of  ciu-ryin<  postal  weights  in  our  pockets.  They  exist 
in  the  pleasant  shape  of  current  coins  of  the  realm,  and 
are  therefore  usually  at  hand  at  any  and  all  times.  The 
bronze  penny  is  a  kind  of  universnl  coin,  but  who  knows 
its  weight  avoirdupois  ?  The  fact  is,  however,  that  48 
pence  go  to  a  pound,  and  that  three  such  coins  weigh  just 
an  ounce.  A  letter,  then,  which  weighs  over  three 
pennies,  and  less  than  four  pennies  and  a  lialfpenny,  re- 

auires  three  penny  stamps ;  and  one  weighing  less  than 
irec  halfpennies,  or  half  an  ounce,  must  have  a  penny 
stamp  affixed  to  it.  All  our  silver  coins  are  safe  postal 
weights,  llie  pound  troy  of  this  metal  is  cut  into  66 
shillings,  or  a  proper  number  of  other  coins  equal  to  that 
rate.  The  crown  piece  is  therefore  just  under  the  ounce 
in  weight,  the  half-crown  just  below  the  half-ounce,  and 
any  number  of  subordinate  silver  pieces  equal  in  nominal 
value  to  those  coins,  is  also  equal  to  them  in  weight.  A 
letter  which  does  not  weigh  more  than  a  florin  and  a 
sixpence,  or  five  sixpences,  or  ten  threepences,  for  ex- 
ample, requires  a  penny  stamp  only.  As  the  pound  troy 
of  standard  gold  produces  forty-six  sovereigns  and  the 
fraction  of  a  sovereign,  those  coins,  when  used  as  postal 
pocket  weights,  may  each  without  risk  be  taken  to  weigh 
a  quarter  of  an  onnce.  A  letter  which  does  not  exceed 
the  weight  of  two  sovereigns,  will  therefore  pass  un- 
challenged through  the  post-offioe  with  one  penny 
Queen's  head  affixed  to  it.  For  foreign  postage,  wnerein 
the  quarter-ounce  letter  is  common,  a  sovereign  letter- 
weight  is  just  the  thing. — Mechanic^  Magazine. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PETER   WILLIAMSON  AND    HIS    PENNY  POST. 
To  th4  Editor  of '^The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sib, — I  think  the  following  (extracted  from  No.  24  of 
Chambers*  Miscellany  of  Useful  and  Entertaining  Traets)^ 
will  prove  interesting  to  many  of  your  readers. 

**  Peter  Williamson,  bom  at  Himley,  in  the  parish  of 


112 


THE  STAMP-COLIi ROTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


Aboyne,  Aberdeenshire,  about  1730,  was,  when  ten  years 
of  age,  abJucted,  and  sold  into  bondage  in  the  British 
American  plantations  in  Pennsylvania.  He  wum  captured 
by  Indianis  lived  with  thcin,  and  at  length  effecttnl  his 
escape.  After  serving  in  the  army,  being  taken  pri9«»n»  r 
by  the  French,  and  undergoing  many  hariships,  he  at 
length  settled  inElinburgh,  where  he  at  tirst  exhibited 
himself  as  an  Indian  warrior,  and  afterwards  set  up  a 
tavern  near  the  large  hall  where  the  Scottish  Parliament 
liad  met.  Here  Peter  sold  copies  of  his  book,  containing  a 
narrative  of  his  life  and  adventures,  as  also  of  other 
tracts  of  a  more  aspiring  kind,  which  he  wrote  from  time 
to  time  upon  the  politics  of  the  day ;  but  the  whole  of 
which  have  long  since  p;u«ed  into  oblivion.  Afterwards 
he  remtived  to  more  spacious  apartments  in  the  neigh- 
bouiing  street,  where  his  trade  was  less  liable  to  be 
a:rected  by  times  and  seasons,  and  where  his  occasional 
exhibitions  as  a  Delaware  Indian  furnished  an  attraction 
of  considerable  interc'St.  But  Peter  was  of  too  lively  and 
ingenious  a  mind  to  be  contented  with  such  oi-dinary  re- 
sjurcea.  Aided  by  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  in 
scenes  more  bustling  than  the  Scottisli  capital  then  pre- 
sented, he  became  a  projector  of  schemes,  locally  new  and 
unheard  of;  some  of  course  visionary,  but  others  practi- 
cable, and  likely  to  be  generally  useful.  About  1772  we 
find  him  commencing  the  biennial  publication  of  an 
Edinburgh  Directory,  being  the  first  com|>ilation  of  the 
kind  which  had  appeared  in  that  citv.  The  greatest  of 
this  singular  person's  orojecta  was  that  of  a  ptnny  poni 
for  the  city  and  suburos.  More  steady  than  projectors 
u:«ually  are,  he  had  the  address  to  establish  and  cjnduct 
this  institution,  much  to  the  8.itisfaciion  of  the  com- 
munity, and  with  considerable  advantage  to  himseif  It 
is  gratifying  to  know  that  he  was  not  uii recompensed  for 
his  contrivance  of  the  penny  post  When  the  institution 
was  ultima'cly  taken  under  the  charge  of  government,  a 
pension  was  bestowed  upon  Peter  Williamson,  who  wa-i 
ttiuj  saisfactorilv  provided  for  to  the  termination  of  his 
carirer.  Indian  Peter  died  on  the  19 ch  January  1799,  in 
his  sixty-eighth  or  sixty  ninth  year.*' 

In  this  number  of  the  Mutcellnny  there  are  many 
interesting  particulars  of  Peter's  life  and  adventures,  but 
nothing  further  respecting  his  penny  post.  Cannot  some 
of  your  numenms  readers  give  us  a  little  information 
upon  the  subject } 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Maiteh€9ter.  OAMMA-BETA. 


HEAD  AND  FIGURE  OF  LIBERTY  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  ^^  The.  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Deak  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  to  Senor  Mariano 
Pardo  de  Figueroa  for  his  communication  in  the  April 
number  of  your  valuable  magazine.  The  insertion 
in  my  paper  of  tlie  current  Spanish  series  is,  I  see,  quite 
a  mistake ;  and  I  must  thank  your  Spanish  correspondent 
for  his  valuable  information  concerning  them. 

Over  the  subscription  of  **  Philatelist,"  the  author  of  a 
letter  in  the  same  number  of  your  magazine  says  that 
•*  the  writer  of  *  Head  and  Figure  of  Liberty  Stamps  ' 
omitted  noticing  the  interesting  impressions  of  Liberia." 
Now,  the  figure  represented  on  the  stamps  for  that  colony 
is  not  the  profile  of  Liberty ;  it  is  the  figure  of  Britannia, 
wearing  the  Phrygian  bonnet,  and  grasping  the  spear  of 
Minerva.  Although  it  is  not  to  be  desired  that  Britannia 
should  ever  stoop  to  wear  a  Republican  emblem,  vet  in 
this  instance,  and  also  on  the  stamps  of  Trinidad,  Bar- 
bados, and  Mauritius,  she  does  so.  If,  as  has  been 
cautiously  hinted  by  some  writers,  the  ornament  on  the 


heads  of  the  figures  in  the  ab>vc-mentioned  colonial 
stamps  is  not  the  cap  of  Liberty,  or  the  Phrygian  bonnet, 
what  is  it }  Take  the  stamps  of  Libt»ria,  'and  compare 
them  with  the  emissions  of  Trinidad,  Barbados,  and  the 
Britannia  Mauritius.  Look  well  at  the  capa  surmounting 
the  heads,  and  see  what  the  difference  is.  You  will  find 
that  just  as  the  cap  varies  in  some  minor  points  in  several 
stamps  of  the  same  issue,  so  will  the  whole  Issne  of  one  of 
the  already-mentioned  colonies  differ  slightly  from  the 
stamps  of  another  colony  or  of  Liberia,  and  uo  more. 

Compare  also  the  other  parts  of  the  stamps ;  the  figure 
in  the  beautiful  stam|>s  of  Liberia  is  seated  on  a  rock.  So 
also  is  the  figure  in  the  Mauritius,  Trinidad,  and  Bttr- 
bados  stamps.  The  rock  is  close  to  the  sea,  and  in  view 
of  it  in  the  Liberian  series ;  so  also  is  it  in  the  colonies  in 

?[Uestion.     A  ship  is  sailing  on  the  waters  in  the  stamps 
or  Liberia ;  so  also  there  is  one  in  the  stauups  of  Trinidad, 
Mauritius,  and  Barbados. 

The  figure  in  the  Liberian  series  is  grasping  a  spear  in 
her  » ^Ul  hand  ;  so  also  is  the  figure  in  our  Britannia 
stamps. 

The  can  on  the  head  of  Liberia's  figure  is  slightly  bait 
downwards,  and  does  not  remain  upright.  So  also  the 
cap  on  the  head  of  Britannia  in  the  IWrbados,  Trinidad, 
and  Mauritius  stamps,  instead  of  ending  in  an  upright 
peak,  hangs  slightly  down. 

Turn  to  the  volutue  for  the  year  1865  (page  20),  where 
Fentonia,  in  her  article  on  **  1  he  Goddess  represented  on 
some  of  the  Anglo-colonial  Stamps,"  well  describing 
Britannia's  claim  to  the  Liberian  stamps,  saya,  ''  In  one 
of  our  old  prints,  Britannia,  though  wearing  her  helmet, 
has  the  cap  of  Liberty  hoisted  on  one  of  the  prongs  of  her 
trident,  with  lihertas  inscribed  upon  it;  therefore  to 
put  it  on  and  wear  it  appears  only  a  suitable  alteration^ 
m  compliment  to  the  pvcultar  antecedentt  of  the  tettlc 
tnent.'* 

Although  the  freed  slave  state  of  Liberia  is  neither  under 
the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  nor  one  of  her  colonies, 
yet.  as  a  maritime  nation,  it  is  not  very  surprising  that  it 
shmld  appropriate  the  figure  of  Britannia,  until  then  im- 
pressed only  upon  British  colonies  and  dependencies. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

S'lxinundham.  FRKDEHICK   CAVELL. 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

Inquisitor. — 1.  We  believe  the  only  separate  work  now 
e.xtant  on  forced  stamps,  is  Mr  Stourton's  **  Poatage 
Stamp  Forgenes,"  published  at  a  shilling  by  Trubner 
&  Co.,  London.  An  excellent  series  of  papers  on  the 
same  subject  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Atlee.  is  now  ninning  through 
The  Phitatcli»t.—2.  We  can  only  suggest  that  you  com- 
mission our  publishers  to  obtain  for  you  the  first  two 
volumes  of  T/ie  ^tamp' Collect  or*  8  Magfnihe  when  oppor- 
tunity ofiers.  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  between  you  and 
them. — 3.  The  stamp  on  the  cover  of  the  third  volume  is 
a  fac-simile. — 4.  Your  Italian  is  unquestionably  a 
revenue  stamp. — 5.  We  doubt  the  genuineness  of  the 
lilac  2.  c.  Spanish  of  i860.— The  4  c.  1865,  with  pink 
centre,  is  one  of  a  series  of  proofs. — 6.  Your  re^t  at 
having  mutilated  the  Thurn  and  Taxis  envelope  is  well 
founded. — 7.  We  should  recommend  you  to  cut  up  your 
album,  and  put  sheet  after  sheet  in  a  basin  of  warm  water, 
the  ** stamped"  side  upwards;  and  after  a  few  minutes 
damping  in  this  manner,  you  will  be  able  to  peel  oflT  the 
stamps  without  damaging  them  in  the  least;  then  lay 
them  back  upwards  to  dry,  and  they  will  thus  retain 
their  gum.  You  can  afterwards  arrange  them  in  a  Moens 
album,  or  in  one  of  your  own  making. 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XIII. 

BY  OVERT  TAYXOR. 
EUEOPE. 

{Continued  from  page  83.) 

Thk  new  series  was  not  well  received  in 
fielgiam.  In  the  first  place  it  was  of  foreign 
nianafactnre,  and  patriotic  Belgians  con- 
sidered this  a  slight  on  their  country ;  in  the 
second  place  the  designs  were  considered 
very  poor,  and  the  portrait  anything  bat  a 
likeness.  Furthermore,  the  supplies  printe. I 
in  Belgium  were  far  from  being  successful. 
The  first  batch  of  stamps  was  printed  and 
perforated  in  London,  and  is  distinguishable 
from  the  succeeding  editions  by  its  greater 
clearness  and  neatness.  The  first  Brussels 
iiraqQ  would  seem  to  have  taken  place  im- 
mediately on  the  arrival  of  the  dies,  and  all 
the  values,  except  the  20  c,  appeared  in 
darker,  thicker  colours.  The  non-success  of 
the  Belgian  printers  seems  to  have  crowned 
the  dissatis Action  then  felt,  and  one  of  the 
members  of  the  parliament— -M.  L.  Hymans 
—addressed  an  interpellation  on  the  subjeiit 
to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  to  which 
the  latter  replied  as  follows : — 

"  M.  Hymans  says  that  the  stamps  recently 
pat  in  circulation  are  as  ngly  as  they  possibly 
ooald  be.  Those  previously  in  existence 
could  be  easily  counterfeited.  When  it  be- 
came necessary  to  carry  out  a  reform,  I  ad- 
drased  myself  to  one  of  the  first  Belgian 
artists,  who  snbmitted  to  me,  some  time  since, 
&die  with  which  he  himself  was  not  satisfied. 
I  then  opened  a  competition,  with  a  prize  of 
5000  francs  destined  for  the  winner ;  a  dozen 
artists  took  part  in  it,  and,  I  must  say,  the 
dwigus  submitted  to  me  were  perfectly 
ndicdous.  After  this  second  disappoint- 
^Jwnt,  I  reflected  that  if  it  were  necessary  to 
apply  successively  to  all  the  Belgian  en- 
jf^avers,  it  might  be  years  before  I  should 
finish,  so  I  addressed  myself  at  once  to  a 
foreign  house,  whose  speciality  is  the  manu- 
tactnre  of  stamps.  That  house  submitted  to 
'^o  a  stamp  which  is  perfection  itself;  not 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Chamber  to  whom  I 
ha?e  shown  it  will  contradict  me,  and  the  first 
artist  whomlhad  consulted  was  also  of  opinion 


that  it  was  perfect.  How  is  it  that  with  this 
perfect  die  the  administration  has  not  been 
able  to  print  irreproachable  stamps?  It  is 
because  the  administration  does  not  know 
how  to  print.  This  is  the  whole  affair ;  wo 
must  learn  to  print,  and  then  we  shall  have 
perfect  stamps.  As  the  die  is  destined  to  be 
replaced  by  the  effigy  of  Leopold  II.,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary  to  make  any  changes  in 
it." 

The  opinion  of  the  minister  as  to  the  ex- 
cellence of  Messrs.  De  La  Rue's  design,  will 
hardly  be  borne  out  by  the  judgment  of 
philatelists  accustomed  to  the  critical  com- 
parison of  the  stamps  of  all  countries.  The 
engraving  is  good — fineness  in  execution  is, 
in  fact,  Messrs.  De  La  Rue's  strong  point - 
but  as  for  the  design  as  a  whole,  it  has 
nothing  either  elegant  or  forcible  in  its 
composition  ;  and  those  who  ought  to  know 
best  declare  that  the  eS^gy  is  vjry  far  from 
being  correct. 

The  difficulties  connected  with  the  printing 
of  Messrs.  De  La  Rue's  types,  at  Brussels, 
far  from  disappearing  with  practice,  appear 
to  have  augmented.     The  deterioration  in 
the   designs  was  rapid   and  marked,  more 
especially   in   the   10  and  '20  centimes ;  of 
these  many  impressions  are  mere  blotches  as 
compared  with  the  first  copies.     These  rough 
specimens  are,  to  my  mind,  well  worthy  of 
collecting  side  by  side  with  the  fine  ones,  as 
they  illustrate   the   history   of    the    series. 
Furthermore,    they    are    evidence    of    tho 
Belgian  printers'  inability  to  produce  surface- 
printed  stamps.     The  higher  values  of  this 
country  are  all  surface  printed,  and  what- 
ever may  be  said  of  the  designs,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  the  impressions  are  uniformly 
satisfactory,  notwithstanding  that  they  are 
from  dies  which  have  been  for  years  in  use ; 
if,  therefore,  the  Belgians,  from  equally  fine 
dies,  cannot  produce  equally  fine  surface- 
printed  copies,  it  must  be  their  fault,  and 
not  the  engravers'.     So  utter  a  failure  was 
the  10  c.  in  their  hands,  that  it  became  neces- 
sary to  introduce  some   modifications  into 
the  design,  consisting,  no  doubt,  in  a  deep- 
ening of  the  lines,  and  probably  the  20  c, 
was  operated  on  in  the  same  manner.    Whilst 
noticing  these  stamps,  it  is  also  necessary  to 
observe  that  one  edition  came  out  on  a  thick 
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paper,  which  might  almost  be  termed  card. 
The  coloars  are  as  follows  : 

10  centimes  dark  grey. 

20        „        dark  blue,  pale  blue. 

30         „        bistre. 

40  „  carmine. 
1  franc  deep  lilac. 
After  they  had  been  some  time  in  use  they 
were  replaced  by  thinner  paper.  At  this 
last  stage  there  appeared  the  20  c.  pearl- 
grey  bhie,  which  is  so  distinct  from  the  others 
as  well  to  deserve  collection,  even  by  be- 
ginners. 

We  now  come  to  the  newspaper  stamps 
which  accompanied  this  series,  viz : — 

1  centime  grey. 

2  „       blae. 

5         „       brown. 

The  lowest  value  made  its  appearance  on 
the  1st  June,  186(5,  the  5  c.  on  the  Ist  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year,  and  the  2  c.  on  the 
1st  January,  1867.  All  three  stamps  were 
designed  by  a  M.  Delpierre,  and  engraved 
by  M.  Dargent;  the  plate  came  from 
Antwerp  ;  the  paper,  ink,  Ac,  from  Messrs. 
De  La  Rue*s  manufactoiy.  Thus,  whilst 
patronising  native  art,  the  government  still 
managed  to  give  a  share  in  the  business  to 
their  old  and  much  abused  London  friends. 

The  design  for  each  stamp  differs  slightly 
in  detail  from  those  of  its  companions,  and 
it  can  hardly  be  questioned  that  the  2  c, 
with  its  light  ground  of  horizontal  lines, 
is  the  most  successful  of  the  trio  ;  but  it  has 
been  justly  observed  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  having  three  different  types  for 
stamps  which  were  suflBciently  distinguished 
from  each  other  by  their  colours  :  by  means 
of  a  transfer,  in  the  usual  manner,  one 
design  might  easily  have  been  made  to  serve 
for  all  the  values. 

The  one  cent  had  only  been  in  use  a 
couple  of  months  when  it  began  to  make  its 
appearance  unperforated,  and  continued  to 
do  so  until  the  end  of  the  year  1866.  The 
cause  is  rather  a  curious  one,  and  worth  re- 
lating. I  have  duly  given  the  history  of 
Messrs.  Gouweloos*  contract  with  the  govern- 
ment, ill  1863,  whereby  they  undertook  to 
perforate  at  least  five  hundred  sheets  per  day, 
and  the  government  promised  to  buy  their 
machine   if  it   were    found  to   work   satis- 


factorily. On  these  terms  the  perforation 
was  continued,  but  the  government  always 
drew  back  from  the  performance  of  its 
promise.  In  1865,  however,  M.  Gouweloos 
had  some  hope  of  its  being  at  length  realised, 
but  this  hope  soon  disappeared  when  they 
found  that  Messrs.  De  La  Rue,  after  de- 
livering the  printing  material  for  the  aeries 
of  stamps  manufactured  by  them,  had  been 
consulted  as  to  the  price  of  a  perforating 
machine. .  The  reply  was  not  long  in  coming ; 
they  asked  1500  francs  (£60),  against  £96, 
the  price  of  Messrs.  Gouweloos'  perforator. 
A  thousand  francs  gained,  and  the  preference 
given  to  a  foreigner;  was  it  not  all  profit? 
The  order  was  sent  to  London,  and  when  the 
machine  arrived  the  committee  met  to 
examine  it.  After  having  done  so  they  were 
forced  to  acknowledge  themselves  incom- 
petent to  decide  on  it.  One  of  the  members 
proposed  that  Monsieur  Gi^uweloos  should 
be  called,  and  there  and  then  he  was  sent 
for.  As  soon  as  he  saw  the  machine  he  per- 
ceived that  what  Messrs.  De  La  Rue  had 
sent  was  only  the  machine  whereon  are 
fixed  the  cylindrical  needles  ;  but  perforators 
there  wore  none.  Required  to  explain, 
Messrs.  De  La  Rue  alleged  that  they  had 
properly  executed  their  order,  which  was  for 
a  machine  to  perforate  stamps ;  in  effect,  the 
object  received  from  London  was  intended 
for  that  purpose,  but  it  would  be  impossible 
to  work  it  without  first  receiving  all  the 
perforators  necessary  to  be  used.  For  8000 
francs  more  (£320)  the  vendors  were  wilUng 
to  complete  it.  This  put  a  stop  to  negoci- 
ations ;  the  committee  had  the  machine 
always  before  their  eyes  to  reproach  them, 
and  Messrs.  Gouweloos,  furious  at  having 
been  played  with,  notified  the  government 
that  they  would  thenceforth  perforate  only 
the  minimum  quantity  of  five  hundred  sheets, 
as  stipulated  in  their  contract.  As  the  daily 
consumption  was  a  thousand  sheets,  the 
administration  had  to  decide  on  abandoning 
the  perforation  of  one  of  the  stamps,  and  their 
choice  fell  on  the  one-centime,  which  brought 
iu  less,  and  was  more  employed  than  all  the 
other  values. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  issue  of  the 
imperforate  1  centime,  as  related  by  the 
Belgian  journal ;  and,  of  course,  the  lesson  it 
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inculcafccs  is,  that  one  should  beware  oP  em- 
ploying committees  and  foreigners.  How- 
ever, the  government  got  out  of  the  matter 
at  last  more  creditably  than  might  have  been 
expected.  It  bought  a  machine  whereby  the 
300  stamps  comprising  the  sheet  could  bo  per- 
forated in  one  single  operation,  whilst  Messrs. 
Gouweloos'  machine  could  only  perforate  one 
row  of  stamps  at  a  time,  on  three  sides. 

The  three  newspaper  stamps  are  found  on 
thick  card-like  paper,like  their  (facially)  more 
valuable  brethren.  Probably  the  supply  of 
paper  furnished  by  Messrs.  De  La  Rue  was 
exhausted,  and  after  the  dissatisfaction  which 
their  employment  had  caused,  and  the 
misunderstanding  respecting  the  perforator, 
the  government  felt  rather  shy  of  entering 
into  fresh  contracts  with  them,  preferring 
rather  to  use  such  materials  as  the  country 
afforded. 

In  further  conformity  with  the  changes 
which  occurred  in  the  higher  values,  the  1, 
2,  and  5  c.  made  their  appearance  again  on 
ordinary  paper,  and  the  two  centimes  was 
issued  in  the  same  peculiar  shade  as  its  com- 
panion the  20  c. 

2  centime  pearl-grey,  blue. 
On  the  14th  March,  1867,  a  royal  decree 
was  published,  authorising  the  issue  of  6  and 
8  centime  stamps,  and  they  were  accordingly 
prepared,  but  were  never  issued,  as  mean- 
while a  change  had  occurred  in  the  ministry, 
and  the  incoming  ruler  of  the  department  of 
public  works  was  in  favour  of  the  issue  of  an 
entirely  new  series.  The  stamps  were  not 
engraved  until  long  after  the  decree  had 
appeared,  and  when  the  types  were  ready  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  examine  them. 
After  a  further  delay  they  reported  favourably 
on  them;  the  striking  off  of  a  supply  was  about 
to  commence — proofs,  indeed,  ha4  already 
been  printed — when  the  change  above  alluded 
to  took  place,  and  the  designs  were  set  aside. 

The  annexed  engraving 
of  the  6  c.  reproduces  the 
type  of  both  the  intended 
stamps,  as  they  were  iden- 
tical, except  in  the  ground 
pattern.  It  will  be  observ- 
ed that  they  differ  in  some 
respects  from  the  stamps 
actually  issued,  and  prin- 


cipally  in   the   greater  size   of  the  coriier 
figures. 

We  now  come  to  the  existing  series.  It 
was  sanctioned  by  a  royal  decree  of  the  13th 
November,  1869,  and  two  days  afterwards  the 
issue  commenced,  the  1  c.  and  10  c.  green 
being  the  first  to  make  their  appearance. 
Those  now  in  use  are  as  follows  : — 

10  centimes  green. 

20        „        blue. 

30         „        amber. 

40         „        carmine. 
1  franc  violet. 

NEWSPAPER  STAMPS. 

1  centime  green. 

2  „      blue. 

5         „      amber. 

8  „  violet. 
There  was  to  have  been  a  6  centimes  car- 
mine ;  but,  for  some  unexplained  cause,  it 
has  not  yet  been  issued.  With  the  various 
designs  my  readers  are  sufficiently  well  ac- 
quainted to  render  lengthened  comment  on 
my  part  unnecessary.  Belgian  writers  abuse 
the  likeness ;  but  without  venturing  an 
opinion  on  so  delicate  a  point,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  t^dmire  the  Umt  ensemble  of  the 
types,  and  espeoially  of  the  low  values.  The 
designs  are  by  a  Belgian  ai*tist,  Monsieur 
H.  Hendrickx,  and  they  were  engraved  on 
wood  by  Monsieur  A.  Doms.  The  initials 
of  both  artist  and  engraver  appear  on  the 
lower  edge  of  the  stamps ;  those  of  the  former 
on  the  right,  those  of  the  latter  on  the  left- 
hand  side,  in  microscopical  characters. 

ENVELOPE   STAMPS. 

Up  to  the  present  time  Belgium  remains 
without  envelopes,  but  so  long  since  as  1864 
it  was  rumoured  that  a  series  was  about  to 
be  issued,  and  in  1867  a  bill,  or  projet  de  Zo», 
was  brought  in  by  the  government,  whereby 
(Art.  29)  liberty  was  reserved  to  issue  en- 
velopes and  bands,  and  put  them  on  sale  in 
the  same  way  as  adhesive  stamps ;  and  to 
fix  the  sum  to  be  charged  in  excess  of  the 
facial  value,  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  paper 
and  making.  This  was  followed  up  by  a 
royal  decree  of  the  26th  October,  1868,  which 
says  that  stamped  envelopes  will  be  put  at 
the  disposal  of  the  public,  and  leaves  it  to  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works  to  decide  on  the 
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type,  col  oar,  form,  facial  vatac,  date  of 
emission,  and  soiling  prices.  The  minister 
has  not  said  anything  about  the  matter 
during  the  three  years  which  have  now 
intervened,  but,  perhaps,  like  the  famous 
parrot,  be  thinks  the  more. 

POST  CARDS. 

If,  however,  the  Belgian  administration 
has  shown  great  hesitation  in  the  matter  of 
envelopes,  it  has,  on  the  other  hand,  accepted 
the  Austrian  innovation  of  post  cards  with 
commendable  alacrity.  On  the  24th  De- 
ccniber,  1860,  the  minister  was  charged  to 
see  to  their  emission,  and  on  the  1st  January 
of  the  present  year  the  official  cards  saw  the 
light,  afler  unofficial  cards  had  been  for  some 
time  previously  used  by  the  public.  As  they 
have  been  so  recently  issued,  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary to  describe  them ;  suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  design  is  a  rich  but  complicated  one, 
and  that  the  use  of  these  cards  is  somewhat 
restricted  (see  current  volume  of  The  Slamj)- 
Cotleolor'e  Maganne,  p.  24). 

UNPAlD-LETTEIt   STAMPS. 

The  vacillation  of  the  Belgian  postal 
authorities  has  nowhere  been  more  con- 
spicuously shown  than  in  its  treatment  of 
the  unpaid-letter  stamp  question.  Ordors 
were  given"in  1869  for  the 
preparation  of  a  type  for  a 
I  O  n  a  stamp  d  yereevoir,  and  in 
I  U  w  ^  due  time  the  annexed  de- 
sign was  produced.  Fur- 
thermore, and  this  is  in- 
comprehensible, it  was  ap- 
proved of,  and  supplies 
wero  printed  off  and  got  ready  for  despatch 
to  the  different  post-offices.  On  the  29th 
December,  1860,  however,  there  came  an 
order  to  destroy  all  these  supplies';  not  on 
the  ground  that  the  au- 
thorities had  repented  of 
their  intention  to  pat  anch 
an  BKecrnble  design  in  cir- 
culation, but  because  it 
i  had  been  decided  not  to 
^  employ  any  unpaid-letter 
I  stamps  at  all.  Immedi- 
ately afterwards  that  deci- 
1  must  have  been  rescinded,  for,  in  the 
owing     September,     two     unpaid- letter 


stamps  actually  made  their  appearance,  and 
are  still  in  nse.  The  design  is  really  a  charm- 
ing one,  and  is,  perhaps,  sufficient  in  itself 
to  explain  the  final  resolution  of  the  officials. 
The  values  and  colours  are — 

10  centimes  green. 

20         „        blue. 
Both  are  on  white  paper,  and  are  perforated. 
With  the  enumeration  of  these  stamps  we 
close  our  Belgian  budget. 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 
The  Phihteli*l. — In  the  June  number  a  far- 
ther instalment  of  the  valuable  article  on  lbs 
envelopes  of  Germany,  and  another  of  tlw 
"  Spud  Papers,"  appear.  In  the  latter,  Mr. 
Atlee  points  ont  that  the  Turkish  imposlers 
may  be  detected  at  a  glance,  from  the  &ct 
that  they  are  gummed  on  the  face,  and  post- 
marked on  the  back.  In  another  paper  tbe 
editor  sums  up  the  merits  of  some  half-a- 
dozen  designs  fur  a  too- late  stamp,  which  hare 
been  sent  in,  in  competition  for  a  prize  offered 
by  the  publisher,  and,  with  reason,  at^es  that 
they  demonstrate  the  tendency  of  philately 
to  elevate  art  among  its  votaries.  The  de- 
signs are,  it  appears,  composed  either  of  tbe 
Queen's  portrait,  or  tbe  national  arms;  in 
this  particular  there  seems  to  be  some  want 
of  originality.  Englishmen,  in  their  stolid, 
patriotic  spirit,  never  dream  of  adomiog 
coins  or  stamps  with  anything  else  than  tbe 
monarch's  well-known  countenance ;  or,  peN 
chance,  some  commonplace  combination  of 
our  heraldic  figures  or  emblems.  Were  wo 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  United  States, 
Newfoundland,  or  the  Central  American 
republics,  by  placing  tbe  portraits  of  la- 
mons  men,  or  the  representatious  of  pro- 
ducts, machines,  or  landscapes  on  our  stamps, 
a  great  cry  would  surely  arise,  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  that  we 
were  going  to  Americanise  ourselves, — that 
we  were  becoming  rabid  republicans, — and 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  postmasler- 
generat,  who  could  dare  to  sanction  socb  an 
innovation,  would  long  remain  iu  office.  Tet 
there  are  men  and  things  innumerable  ia 
England  deserving  of  such  commemoration 
as  a  postage- stamp  design  would  afford,  aud, 
in   these   economical   days,  the   Parliament 
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which  would  refase  to  vote  a  Btatue  to  a 
worthy  man  might  cheaply  immortalise  him 
in  defraying  the  cost  of  a  stamp-die.  How- 
eyer,  a  truce  to  anything  like  political 
allusions,  and  let  us  pass  on  to  the  July 
numher  of  our  Brighton  contemporary,  to 
ootioe  the  appearance  therein  of  a  very  com- 
plete and  well- written  article  on  **  Philatelic 
Literature  in  Spain,"  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Atlee,  whence  it  is  evident  that  stamp- 
collecting  has  taken  firm  root  in  the  pen- 
insula, and  is  likely  to  bring  forth  good 
fmit. 

TJie  American  Journal  of  Philatelt/, — The 
May  number  is  remarkable  chiefly  for  an 
article  on  a  newly-discovered  American  local 
(the  Newhaven  5  cents),  from  which  we 
gave  an  extract  last  month ;  and  in  the  June 
number  appears  the  description  of  two  more 
resQscitated  stamps — the  5  and  10  cent  of 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia.  Dr.  J.  A.  Petrie, 
who  seems  to  make  the  discovery  of  locals 
his  speciality,  has  been  the  means  of  bringing 
them  to  light ;  and,  in  order  to  do  so,  he  had 
first  of  all  to  find  out  Miss  Thom,  daughter  of 
the  late  Reuben  T.  Thom,  postmaster  of 
Fredericksburg  in  1861.  "On  looking  over 
her  father's  old  papers,  she  found,  inter  alia, 
a  quantity  of  these  Fredericksburg  stamps, 
of  two  values,  five  and  ten  cents,  in  an  en- 
velope, marked  Richmond,  Sept.  26,  1861, 
and  franked  by  H.  St.  George  Off'ut,  chief  of 
Contract  Bureau."  They  are  described  as 
being  "  type-set,  printed  in  sheets  of  twenty 
stamps,  5  by  4,  and  no  two  of  which  are 
alike,  having  slight  typographical  errors,  and 
the  rules  separating  the  difieront  parts  of  the 
stamp  being  of  different  lengths.  The  five 
cents  are  printed  in  dark  dull  blue,  and  the 
ten  cents  in  a  dirty  dull  red.  All  are  on  thin 
French-ruled  note  paper,  and  inscribed 
FREDERICKSBURG  at  top,  R.  s.  THOM  in  a  line 
underneath,  the  figures  5  or  10  in  the  different 
values  underneath  again,  and  at  the  foot,  post- 

OmCB,  VIRGINIA." 

The  opening  chapter  of  an  article,  in 
another  part  of  the  number,  entitled,  "The 
History  of  the  Confederate  States  Post- 
offices,"  leads  us  to  anticipate  that  many 
other  locals,  hitherto  unknown,  will  shortly 
be  described  in  the  pages  of  the  New  York 
journal,    Mr.  J.  W.  Scott,  the  writer,  who 


is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Scott  &  Co., 
has  evidently  tal^en  great  trouble  to  accu- 
mulate all  the  information  obtainable  re- 
specting the  Confederate  stamps ;  and,  in  this 
first  chapter  of  his  history,  he  narrates  his 
several  attempts  to  get  into  communication 
with  the  southern  postmasters.  He  first 
wrote  to  all  his  customers  for  particulars  of 
any  locals  they  might  possess,  or  be  ac- 
quainted with ;  this  scheme  proving  fruitless, 
he  interviewed  the  Mr.  St.  George  Off'ut 
above  referred  to.  His  third  effort  was  (and 
here  we  quote  his  own  words)  to  print  "  an 
extra  edition  oi twenty  tlwusand  Journah,  each 
one  of  which  was  furnished  with  an  extra 
four  pages  of  advertisements,  specially  di- 
rected to  postmasters,  in  large  type,  and 
offering  them  one  dollar  each  for  all  the 
Confederate  stamps  they  could  get,  other 
than  those  issued  by  the  government.  These 
were  directed  to  every  postmaster  in  the 
seceded  states.  These  brought  in  a  few  of 
the  common  ten-cent  stamps,  accompanied 
by  a  note,  requesting  us  to  send  the  same 
number  of  dollars  by  return  mail ;  but  we 
did  not  succeed  in  getting  a  single  local  out 
of  the  lot.  This  was  a  loss  of  over  one 
thousand  dollars,  the  postage  alone  costing 
over  four  hundred."  The  italics  are  ours, 
and  unless  postmasters  in  the  southern 
states  are  more  numerous,  and  dollars  in  the 
northern  states  more  plentiful,  than  we  have 
any  reason  to  suppose  them  to  be,  we  must 
fain  believe  the  italicised  words  represent 
typographical  errors.  If  so,  however,  they 
are  errors  of  a  kind  which  detract  greatlij 
from  the  merit  of  an  otherwise  meritorious 
article;  if  not,  then  we  can  only  say  Mr. 
Scott  would  probably  have  got  a  better  re- 
turn for  his  thousand  dollars  by  going  south, 
and  searching  for  himself;  or,  if  he  could 
not  spare  the  time,  he  might  have  sent  Dr. 
Morley. 

After  this  experiment,  which,  if  wo  accept 
the  figures,  cost  over  £200,  and  brought  no 
result,  an  advertisement,  identical  in  its 
terms,  was  inserted  in  every  southern  paper, 
offering  100  dollars  each  for  *'  the  stamps 
issued  by  the  Confederate  postmaster  of  this 
town  in  1861."  This,  however,  also  proved 
a  failure,  and,  finally,  our  author,  "  deter- 
mined not  to  be  beaten  after  the  heavy  loss 
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he  had  sustained/'  hit  upon  an  original  plan, 
which  we  have  not  the  space  to  describe  at 
length,  but  which  has  resulted  in  his  "  ob- 
taining the  dies  of  some  of  the  stamps,  and 
discovering  a  large  quantity  of  another." 
The  plan  consisted  in  writing  to  the  present 
postmasters  of  the  southern  cities,  and  en- 
closing a  letter,  to  be  handed  by  them  to  the 
gentlemen  who  were  postmasters  in  1861, 
or  to  their  heirs.  "Wb  shall  now  await  the 
result  of  Mr.  Scott's  inquiries,  and  hope  and 
believe  they  will  justify  the  promises  held 
forth  in  his  initial  chapter. 

The  American  Coin  and  Stamp  Review, — Of 
this  paper  two  numbers  only  have  as  yet 
appeared,  and  they  do  not  give  much  promise 
of  that  future  excellence  which  we,  never- 
theless, trust  it  may  attain.  The  experiment, 
however,  of  small  four-page  periodicals  has  so 
often  been  tried,  and  so  oflen  failed — both 
hero  and  in  America — that  only  success  can 
justify  a  new  attempt  in  this  line. 

The  Stamp-Collector^ 8  Guide ^  another  paper 
of  the  four-page  class,  which  has  reached  its 
sixth  number,  has  some  original  matter,  and, 
together  with  the  information  that  the  editors 
propose  to  work  diligently  to  m.ake  their 
journal  as  good  as  any,  comes  also  the  an- 
nouncement that  it  will  soon  be  enlarged, 
which  is  the  most  promising  piece  of  news  in 
the  number. 

The  TimhrophUist. — We  do  not  often  go 
out  of  our  way  to  notice  this  journal,  happily 
the  unique  specimen  in  philatelic  literature 
of  its  species ;  but  in  the  sixth  number 
occurs  such  an  abominable  and  yet  amusing 
piece  of  impudence,  that  we  cannot  refrain 
from  referring  to  it.  By  way  of  preface  we 
must  first  mention  that  in  lloutledge's  Mag- 
azine  for  Boys  there  appeared,  some  time 
back,  the  following  critique  on  Mr.  H. 
Stafford  Smith's  Mulready  Album : — 

These  albums  are  invaluable  to  collectors  of  poata^ 
stamps,  and  from  their  very  reasonable  price  are  within 
the  reach  of  any  of  our  boys  whose  inclinations  lean  in 
that  direction.  They  are  got  up  in  a  neat  and  elegant 
style,  and,  unlike  too  many  articles  of  the  same  sort,  do 
not  fall  to  pieces  after  they  have  been  opened  half-  a-dozen 
times.  In  fact,  without  occupying  space  unnecessarily  to 
indulge  in  ecstasies,  we  can  heartily  say  that  they  are 
everything  that  can  be  desired. 

Now,  it  appears  that  Mr.  C.  A.  Lyford,  of 
unenviable  notoriety,  and  the  publisher  of 
The  Timbtophilisty  has  recently  brought  out  a  ! 


stamp  album  of  his  own,  and  in  the  numlier 

of  his  paper  before  us  it  is  described,  and  t  > 

the  description  is  appended   the   following 

review : — 

The  Stamp-OoUeetor'a  Magazm$  says  these  albums  are 
invaluable  to  collectors  of  [Kwtage  stamps,  and  from  their 
very  reasonable  price  are  within  the  reach  of  any  of  our 
b:>y8  whoee  inclinations  lean  in  that  direction.  They  are 
got  up  in  a  neat  and  elegant  style,  and  unlike  too  many 
articles  of  the  same  sort,  do  not  fall  to  pieces  after  they 
have  been  opened  half-a-dozen  times.  In  fact,  without 
occupjing  space  unneoesaarily  to  indulge  in  ecstasies,  we 
can  heartily  say  that  they  are  everytning  that  can  be 
desired. 

Our  readers  will  observe  that  it  is  a  ver- 
batim copy  of  the  notice  of  the  Mulready 
Album,  with  our  name  prefixed  to  it.  To  nse 
a  hackneyed  phrase,  comment  is  unnecessary. 

Le  Tiinbre-Poste, — The  principal  feature  of 
the  May  number  is  an  interesting  article  on 
the  Moldavian  stamps  giving  many  fresh  and 
authentic  details  respecting  them,  which  we 
hope  to  reproduce  in  a  future  number. 
There  is  also  an  extract  from  the  too- famous 
Communist  paper,  Le  Phre  Duchesne^  blamin:; 
the  Commune  for  allowing  the  stamps  ot  the 
Versailles  government  to  remain  current  in 
Paris.  The  greater  portion  of  it  is  un- 
translatable, but  the  following  extract  will 
give  an  idea  of  its  style,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  showing  that  had  its  suggestions  been 
followed,  there  would  have  been  a  series  of 
Communist  stamps.  The  person  addreaseJ 
by  Le  Fere  Duchesne  is  the  postmaster-general 
Theisz,  who,  it  may  here  be  observed,  is  said 
to  have  paid  with  his  life  for  his  refusal  to 
allow  the  post-oflBce  to  be  fired  in  the  last 
days  of  May,  by  his  federal  friends.  After 
alluding  to  the  fact  that  letters  from  the 
provinces,  prepaid  by  the  stamps  of  the  re- 
public, were  delivered  without  extra  charge 
in  the  capital,  Le  Vhre  Duchesne  continues — 

What  say  you  to  that,  citizen  delegate  at  the  Post- 
office? 

You  say  you  won't  have  that,  don't  you  ? 

You  say  that  these  rascally  insurgents  must  be  stopped 
from  carrying  on  their  little  trade  at  our  expense  ! 

Well,  then,  my  old  friend,  if  you  are  of  the  same  opinion 
as  Father  Duchesne,  this  is  how  you  will  prooeed : 

You  will  nuietl^  order  our  brave  Camelinat,  who  is  our 
delegate  at  the  Mint,  to  fabricate,  without  delay,  new  two- 
sou  stamps. 

With  a  new  effiiy ;  not  in  any  way  resembling  the  old. 

Something  good. 

A  fine  woman,  with  a  smart  look. 

And  with  the  air  of  a  good  patriot. 

With  a  bright  red  bonnet  on  the  head. 

And,  above  all,  let  it  be  carefully  done. 
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So  that  it  may  give  one  a  good  idea  of  our  Commune. 

When  that  sliaU  be  done  you  will  give  notice  to  the 
Parisians  that  all  those  who  have  any  of  the  old  stamps 
by  them,  must  exchange  them  before  a  certain  day,  after 
which  they  will  be  worthless. 

In  that  way  the  Versailles  thieves  will  not  be  able  to 
get  OS  to  carry  their  letters  for  nothing,  which,  in  fact,  is 
aninAuny. 

Seeing  that  people  who  are  fighting  each  other  ought  at 
lea»t  to  have  auflicient  politeness  not  to  steal  in  that  way. 

But  thoie  fellows  respect  nothing. 

In  the  Jane  number  of  Le  Timhrb-Poste 
the  Moldavian  article  is  continued,  and  the 
publication  of  Dr.  Magnus'  valuable  series 
of  papers  on  envelopes  is  resumed,  the  re- 
prints of  the  Hanover  envelopes  being  treated 
of.  They  are,  bowever,  prefaced  by  an  ex- 
planation of  the  causes  whicb  led  to  the 
interraption  in  tbeir  appearance ;  and  as  all 
that  relates  to  this  eminent  philatelic  writer 
is  interesting,  we  will  not  apologise  for  ex- 
tracting his  narrative,  albeit  it  incidentally 
treats  of  affairs  whicb  have  been  almost  too 
long  before  the  public. 

Things  were  following  their  usual  course  when  the 
sad  events  occurred  which  will  mark  in  history  the  end  of 
the  year  1870  and  the  first  portion  of  1871.  bur  beloved 
country  was  invaded  by  the  German  hordes,  and  the  siege 
of  Pans  commenced  in  September.  Inhabiting  one  of  the 
suburban  communes,  we  had  to  enter  by  order,  and  hastily, 
into  the  great  city.  It  was  hardly  the  time,  during  the 
sie^e  to  give  one's  self  up  to  the  study  of  stamps,  and. 
besides,  how  was  it  possible  to  consult  a  collection  packed 
up  pell-mell  in  three  or  four  cases ; — how  was  it  possible 
to  tend  copy  to  Brussels,  when  the  balloons  would  only 
carrv  missives  weighing  four  grammes  ? 

ifow  could  one  keep  au  courant  of  the  science  when  he 
had  to  remain  for  five  months  without  news  even  of  tho^ 
dearest  to  him  ?  At  length  the  capitulation  of  Paris,  and 
the  resumption  of  business,  permitted  us  to  return  to  our 
old  habitation.  It  was  in  the  midst  of  our  new  installation 
that  M.  Moens  agreeably  surprised  us,  and  brought  us  our 
first  provision  (revictualment)  of  stamps  and  envelopes. 
A  few  da}-8  after  we  were  about  to  sit  down  to  work,  out 
on  the  morrow  the  terrible  insurrection  of  the  18th  March 
broke  out,  which  was  to  cover  with  blood  and  ruins  the 
unfortunate  department  of  the  Seine.  Placed  at  one  of 
the  gates  of  Paris,*  on  the  road  to  one  of  the  few  bridges 
which  had  been  preserved  intact,  our  commune  became 
one  of  the  theatres  of  the  civil  war.  During  fifty  days 
(-^pril  2  to  May  22)  the  cannon  roared  in  our  eai-s,  de- 
molishing our  nouses,  and  striking  down  its  victims.  Not- 
withstanding the  gravity  of  the  situation,  we  drew  from 
philately  the  patience  to  Dear  our  forced  inaction  during  the 
too-protracted  periods  of  detention  which  elapsed  between 
the  visits  of  the  wounded.  It  has  thus  been,  amid  the 
i^le  of  musketry,  and  the  shrill  whistling  of  shells,  that 
the  following  lines  have  been  revised  or  composed.  Now 
»ll  is  over, — the  flag  of  the  national  assembly,  and  of 
honest  men,  floats  over  such  of  the  monuments  of  Paris  as 
have  not  been  reduced  to  ashes  by  the  torches  of  the 
•ni^erable  incendiaries.       God  guard  us,  dear  coufrercsy 


against  the  malefactors  of  the  Commune,  and  the  devotees 
of  a  universal  republic. 

The  current  number  of  our  Belgian  con- 
temporary contains  nothing  of  an  extrac table 
nature,  but  we  are  pleased  to  observe  that  it 
has  reproduced  tbe  list  of  Russian  Locals 
which  appeared  in  our  last  impression. 


ONT  INVERTED  AND   REVERSED 
WATERMARKS,  <fcc. 


BY  G.  W.   B.,   M. 


To  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Earoe's  list  of  stamps  with 
inverted  watermarks,  given  in  his  paper  in 
the  last  number  of  your  magazine,  I  can  add 
the  following,  selected  from  my  own  small 
collection. 

Mauuitius,  current  issue,  one  penny  brown,  inverted  cc. 
crown. 

Tasmania,  late  issue,  imperf.,  one  penny,  brown-red,  in- 
verted 1. 

Victoria,  emblems,  perf.,  twopence,  slate,  inverted  two 

PKNCR. 

Ditto,  laureated  head,  perf.,  tenpence,  red-brown,  in- 
verted 10. 

Ditto,  laureated  head,  perf.,  ninepence,  red-brown,  in- 
verted 10. 

New  South  Walrj,  registered,  perf.,  blue  and  red,  in- 
verted 6. 

Ditto,  largo  square,  imperf.,  eightpence,  gamboge,  in- 
vert4*d  8. 

Ditto,  large  sq^uare,  imperf.,  one  shilling,  pale  reddish 
fawn,  inverted  12. 

Ditto,  large  square,  perf.,  fivepence,  green,  inverted  5. 

Ditto,  large  sciuare,  perf.,  sixpence,  purple-lilac,  in- 
verted 6. 

Ditto,  largo  square,  perf.,  sixpence,  watermarked  in 
error,  deep  purple-lilac,  inverted  6. 

Ditto,  lar^e  square,  perf.,  eightpence,  mai^ce,  inverted  8. 

Ditto,  diademed  head,  perf.,  threepence,  yellowish  green- 
inverted  3. 

Besides  these  inverted  watermarks,  there 
are  to  be  found  some  "  reversed  **  ones.  Of 
these  I  have  the  current  twopenny  South 
Australia,  watermarked  with  crown  and  a.s., 
as  well  as  the  usual  crown  and  s.A. ;  and  the 
New  Zealand  penny  and  sixpence  imperf., 
watermarked  Z.N. ,  in  place  of  the  ordinary  n.z. 
The  registered  Now  Sontb  Wales  in  the  above 
list  is  reversed,  as  well  as  inverted.  There 
are  also  the  eightpence  and  five  shilling  New 
South  Wales.  If  these  reversed  watermarks 
are  to  be  collected  along  with  the  inverted, 
we  shall  probably  find  stamps  showing  four 
variations  of  the  same  watermark.  Wo 
admit  the  Alsace  with  ordinary,  and  also 
with  inverted  network  ;   and  inverted  water- 
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marks  aro  no  less  intorestiDg.  I  hardly 
think  collectors  in  general  will  trouble  aboat 
obtaining  bo  many  varieties;  bat  to  those  who 
are  anxious  to  show  as  many  as  poasiblo,  the 
collection  o(  stamps  with  "inverted"  and 
"  reversed "  watermarks,  opens  a  larger 
field. 

I  have  not  seen  it  mentioned  anywhere, 
that  there  are  two  distinct  watermarks  for 
the  threepenny  New  South  Wales.  They 
are  fonod  both  on  the  lanreated  and  the 
diademed  heads.  One  has  the  lower  cnrl  of 
the  fi^ro  3  projecting  much  fnrther  oat  in 
Tront  than  the  top  one ;  in  the  other  the  two 
ends  of  the  curls  are  exactly  opposite  each 


NEWLT-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Hdhoart. — Herewith  we  give 

an    engraving    of    the    new 

Hungarian    journal     stamp. 

It  is   of    the   viilne   of  one 

krenzer,  and   is   printed  on 

thick   nn watermarked  wove 

paper. 

TuRKET. — The  10  paraa  adhesive  is  now 

issued  in  pale  brown,  snrcharged  with  black 

inscription,  and    with  priclied  perforations, 

and  the  Belgian  journal  notices  a  2  piastre 

vermilion  similarly  perforated. 

Gkeat  Britain. — A.  proposal  was  made  in 
the  Honse  of  Commons  last  month,  that  its 
postmaster  shonld  be  empowered  to  use  a 
handstamp  to  mark  prepayment  of  the 
mem.berB'  letters,  that  the  members  may  be 
saved  the  trouble  of  sticking  adhesive  stamps 
on  them. 

CsTLON. — One  of  our  correspondents  has 
sent  us  a  used  halfpenny  stamp  of  a  pink 
colour.  It  is  of  the  ordinary  type,  is  per- 
foraled,  and  shows  no  signs  of  having  been 
chemically  cljanged ;  wo  therefore  presume 
that  a  new  emisBion  hns  taken  place. 

Barbados. — We  have  recoiled  from  our 
old  correspondent,  Mr.  I>anie1s,  a  specimen 
of  the  current  blue  stamp,  star  watermarked  ; 
and  he  informs  as  that  the  whole  series  with 
this  watermark  was  issued  several  months 
since.  The  blue  is  of  a  peculiar  dull  slntc 
tint,  and  probably  the  other  values  will  bo 


found   to  vary  in    colour  from   tbsir  pre- 
decessors. 

United  States. — It  turns  out  that  the 
head  on  the  new  seven-cent  stamp  is  that 
of  the  late  Mr.  Edwin  it.  Stanton,  who  waa 
secretary  of  war  during  the  administration 
of  President  Lincoln,  and  took  a  leading 
part  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  with  the 
aoutbem  states. 

Falkland  Islands. — We  have  been  favoured 
by  one  of  oar  subacribers  with  a  view  of  a 
handstamped  envelope  from  these  distant 
islands.  It  consists  simply  of  tho  words 
FALKLAND  PAID  ISLANDS,  in  three  lines,  en- 
closed in  a  singla-line  oblong 
frame,  as  in  annexed  repre- 
sentation. This  veiy  simple 
design  is  handstamped  on  the 
right-hand  comer  of  the  envelope.  The 
source  from  which  we  received  notice  of  thia 
novelty  [.ermits  of  our  guaranteeing  its 
authenticity. 

Finland. — New  envelopes  have  at  length 
appeared  for  this  province.  The  design  is 
that  of  tho  existing  adhesive  series,  and  the 
value  is  expressed  in  pennia. 

20  pennia  blue. 

Si'AiN. — The  intelligence  which  arrives 
respecting  the  new  stamps  is  very  conflicting. 
The  latest  reaches  ns  from  a  Madrid  corre- 
spondent, and  is  to  the  effect  that  they  are 
far  from  being  on  the  point  of  emiasion. 
Several  drawings  have  boon  printed,  but  the 
type  has  not  been  designated  as  yet. 

Prince  Edward  Island. — Oar  little  Ameri- 
can contemporary,  The  Stamp-CoUeelor't  Oaide, 
says,  "  This  province  is  about  to  present  ns 
with  a  completely  new  set  of  stamps,  similar 
in  design  to  the  present  issue,  bat  with  valae 
expressed  in  eenti  in  place  of  pence.  The 
change  will  be  occasioned  by  the  adoption  of 
the  decimal  currency." 

Sandwich  Islands. — From  the  same  source 
wo  learn  that  the  five-cent  stamp  of  these 
islands  has  been  withdrawn  from  sale ;  its 
Dse  having  been  advertised  to  continae  only 
nntil  tho  Ist  May  of  this  year.  The  three 
new  stamps  recently  noticed  were  designed 
by  Thomas  O.  Thrum,  £>sq.,  and  naada  by  tJie 
National  Bank  Note  Company. 

Brazil. —  Still  borrowing  from  our  oeigh- 
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bonrs  across  the  water,  we  come  on  the 
following  interesting  item  in  The  American 
Journal  of  PhUaiehj,  "  We  are  pleased  to 
note  a  very  beaatifal  addition  to  the  postage 
stamps  of  this  country.  The  design  consists 
of  the  head  of  the  present  emperor  in  a  very 
handsome  oval  frame  of  engine-tnmed  work ; 
this  is  printed  in  green ;  the  outer  frame  is 
printed  in  a  rich  violet.  The  value  is  300 
reis.  From  the  appearance  of  this  stamp  we 
are  led  to  expect  a  new  set,  as  it  is  not  likely 
the  government  would  employ  such  a  hand- 
some stamp  for  this  value,  when  the  higher 
value  is  so  much  plainer.  The  new  comer 
is  from  the  cUdier  of  the  Continental  Bank 
Note  Company ;  the  old  set,  and  also  the  re- 
venues, are  the  work  of  the  American  Bank 
Note  Company." 

We  do  not  quite  agree  with  our  contem- 
porary as  to  the  probability  of  the  new  value 
being  the  forerunner  of  a  new  set,  seeing 
that  the  plates  of  the  present  very  striking 
series  show  no  sign  of  deterioration.  The 
simple  fact  seems  to  us  to  be,  that  the 
additional  value  is  found  to  be  wanted,  and 
has  been  printed  in  two  colours,  because  the 
existing  one-colour  stamps  have  used  up  all 
the  brighter  hues.  It  must  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  there  has  long  been  a  300  reis 
envelope  in  circulation. 

Roman  States. — A  correspondent  sends  us 
a  circular  stamp,  the  outer  edge  scalloped, 
with  the  papal  tiara  and  keys  in  the  centre, 
surrounded  by  the  inscription,  bollo  straor- 
niNARio  (boma)  ;  the  whole  struck  in  black 
ink  on  white  paper,  which  looks  like  that  of 
a  journal.  A  similar  stamp  is  noticed  in  The 
PhikUelist  as  in  use  in  Belgium  ;  it  is  round, 
bears  the  crowned  Belgian  lion  in  the  centre, 
and  is  inscribed  timbbb  a  l'bxtbaordinaibe 
(brabant).  This  we  are  familiar  with  our- 
selves, and  have  seen  it  impressed  on  news- 
papers. Are  these  two  stamps  entitled  to 
collection  as  postals?  There  is  a  Tuscan 
stamp  of  the  same  family,  also  roand,  and  in- 
scribed   BOLLO    8TRA0RDINARI0    PER  LB   POSTE, 

with  the  value — 2  soldi — in  the  centre, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  a  frank  stamp 
used  in  the  post-office,  and  not  obliterated 
by  any  defacmg  mark  ;  and  it  has  been,  con- 
sequently, accepted  and  catalogued  as  a  post- 
age stamp.     It  is  desirable  to  know  whether 


the  others,  above  noticed,  are  put  to  the 
same  use,  and  do,  in  fact,  represent  postage 
paid ;  if  so,  they  would  become  collectable, 
though  at  bast  they  can  only  be  regarded  fif¥ 
hybrids.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Tu.scait 
bears  a  reference  to  the  post,  and  has  VkfacUd 
valae,  whilst  the  others  have  not. 

Constantinople. — We  have  seen  a  specimen 
of  the  round  local  po^t  hand-impressed  jour- 
nal stamps,  on  coloured  paper,  on  which  the 
letters  p.  l.  are  in  roman,  instead  of  block 
letters. 

United  States. — New  York. — There  is  in 
New  York  a  special- message  post  still  in  ex- 
istence, and  condact*od  bv  a  Mr.  Crosby.  Its 
business  consists  in  the  distribation  of  "  price 
lists,  circulars,  hand-bills,  pamphlets,  in- 
surance notices,  business,  wedding,  and  in- 
vitation cards.'*  It  has  been  established  six 
years,  and  has  hitherto  used  an  adhesive 
stamp  which  bears  within  an  oblong  oval  the 
inscription,  crosbt*s  special  uessaob  post, 
and  address,  in  pink  letters  on  a  white  ground. 
The  remainder  of  a  small  oblong  rectangle  is 
completed  by  ornamentation  of  the  same 
colon r.  This  adhesive,  fixed  on  a  yellow 
envelope,  is  postmarked  by  an  oblong  oval 
hand-stamp,  inscribed '  as  above,  with  the 
addition  of  n.  t.  It  is  now  about  to  be  super- 
seded by  a  stamp  designed  and  engraved  by 
the  publishers  of  The  American  Journal  of 
PhUaielyy  and  which  has  the  figure  2  in 
a  shield,  crosby*s  above,  on  waved  labels,  city 
POST  on  right  and  on  left  sides,  and  10,  wif. 
ST.  below.  The  whole  in  an  upright  rect- 
angle. They  are  printed  in  sheetis  of  25, 
and  are  unperforated ;  the  colour  is  bright 
carmine.  The  American  Journal  of  Philatehj^ 
in  a  way  tending  to  mislead,  says  they  will 
pay  "the  postage  on  letters  and  circulars 
delivered  anywhere  in  the  city."  In  fact, 
the  stamp  must  be  put  on  a  level  with  the 
emissions  of  our  own  circular  delivery  com- 
panies, and  cannot  be  considered  of  any 
great  importance  from  a  philatelic  point  of 
view. 

Japan. — According  to  the  Deutsche  Brief" 
marken^Zeitung,  a  paper  published  at  Leipsic, 
there  is  actually  a  probability  of  stamps  being 
issued  for  the  Japanese  empire.  It  states 
that  Messrs.  H.  Engel  &  Son  have  obtained 
the  contract,  and  are  engaged  in  preparing 
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a  supply.      We  give  tliU  intelligence  tous 

United  States  Loc*[.8, — We,  last  month, 
gave  an  extract  front  an  American  paper, 
doscribing  a  5  cents  New  Uaveu,  Conn.,  and 
have  now  to  i-eTer  our  readers  to  the  article 
in  the  present  nnmber  on  "  Our  Contempo- 
raries" for  a  description  of  tvru  more  locals 
— the  5  and  10  cent  of  Frederick  a  barg,  Vir- 
ginia, issued  by  the  postmaster  of  that  town 
during  the  war  of  secession. 

Angola. — Our  Belgian  contemporary  an- 
nounces tliat  the  25  reis  is  no  longer  flesh 
coloured,  but  bright  vermilion.  The  same 
authority  furnishes  as  with  the  two  following 
items,  which  we  translate  teitnally. 

Bavaria.^  We  have  just  received  the  6  and 
12  kr.,  perforated  II5,  and  an  unpaid  letter 
stamp  of  nsnai  type,  with  the  same  perfo- 
ration, value  1  kr.,  and  printed  in  black  on 
white.  They  all  have  the  watermark  repro- 
duced in  onr  hundredth  number. 

Naw  South  Wales. — We  have  received  a 
penny  envelope  on  white  laid  paper,  bearing 
a  stamp  identical  in  type  with  the  adhesive 
of  same  value.  The  stamp  is  struck  on 
right  npper  corner,  and  the  envelope  is  of 
the  ordinary  shape.  The  flap  bears  a  design 
which  we  shall  reproduce  neit  month. 
One  penny  flesh. 
France. — The  projei  tie  hi  submitted  to 
the  National  Assembly  by  the  French 
finance  minister,  contained  a  proposition  to 
raise  the  rate  of  postage  on  home  lett«rB 
(single  weight)  from  20  to  25  centimes.  As 
our  readers  are  aware,  the  minister  has,  in 
effect,  withdrawn  his  budget ;  and  the  very 
retrograde  measure  above  referred  to,  which 
would  have  led  to  the  recal  of  the  old  25  c. 
blue  stamp  of  the  republic,  will  probably  not 
be  insbted  on.  It  is  a  pity  the  minister  has 
not  the  good  sense  to  take  a  leaf  ant  of  our 
book,  and,  hy  reducing  the  present  rate  by 
half,  treble  or  quadruple  the  nnmber  of 
letters.  Taking  into  account  the  new  one- 
onnco  rate,  which  will  shortly  come  into 
force  in  this  country,  the  French  rate  for 
home  letters  will  be  six  times  higher  than 
ours;  for  twopence,  onr  postmaster  will 
carry  a  letter  weighing  CO  grammes,  and 
for  the  same  price,  the  French  postmaster 
will  only  carry  one  of  10  grammes. 


There  ia  another  proposal  on  the  Uipi* 
which  may  lead  to  the  emissioD  of  a  3 
centime  stamp.  It  is  proposed  to  separate 
the  duty  on  journals  from  the  postage,  in- 
stead of  representing  both  as  at  present  by 
one  stamp,  and  the  postage  alone  wonld  be 
at  the  rate  of  '6  centimes.  Again,  it  having 
been  proposed  that  newspapers  should  ho 
sent  in  packages  by  rail  at  a  cbai^  of  40 
centimes  per  kilogramme  (ii  ounces),  a 
counter  sn^^estion  has  been  made  that  the 
rate  should  be  one  franc,  the  former  rate 
being  too  low,  and  this  if  acted  on,  as  it  pro- 
bably wilt  he,  would  neoes^tate  the  reissue 
of  the  1  franc  republic. 

The  nn perforated  republic  are  getting 
daily  rarer ;  it  is  quite  a  chance  to  meet  with 
even  a  20  ceutime.  The  20  c.  perforated  is 
showing  signs  of  deterioration.  The  ground 
work  in  the  angles  is  disappearing,  and  we 
have  met  with  several  copies  in  which  it  is 
barely  visible.  The  error  in  the  sotting  ap 
of  the  sheet  of  the  20  c,  appears  to  have  been 
rectified. 

Austria. — DiiruAum  Stfiam  Naviyaiion 
Companij. — The  colour  of  the  10  soldi  has 
been  altered  from  lilac  to  orange-red. 


A  BATCH  OF  NOVELTIES. 


Deccan. — An  entirely  new  series   is  before 

I  us,  and,  so  far,  quite  un- 
described,  of  which  we  annex 
an  engraving  of  the  8  annas. 
If  the  reader  will  turn  to  our 
April  impression,  an  engrav- 
ing will  be  seen,  on  page  57, 
of  a  half-anna  stamp,  first 
chronicled  by  The  PkUatelist 
of  the  preceding  month.  On  the  appear- 
ance of  that  notice,  inquiries  were  mado 
in  India,  and  through  the  courtesy  of  an 
officer  at  Hydrabad,  a  proof  set  was  ob- 
tained, from  which  the  following  descrip- 
tions are  taken.  Since  then  the  publishers 
have  received  a  couple  of  the  actual  stamps — 
4  annas  slate,  and  8  aunas  brown;  and, in 
addition,  a  2  annas  yellow-green  of  the 
"skeleton"  type,  on  page  57,  The  proof 
sot  received  is  printed  ou  stout  toned  paper ; 
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Rome  are  imperforate ;  others  perforated 
12;  all  the  valaes  are  alike  in  size  and 
shape,  and  resemble  the  half  anna  first  en- 
graved, but  the  corners  and  centres  are 
filled  in  with  delicate  tracery ;  and  the 
general  appearance  is  singularly  good,  the 
engraving  being  fine,  and  the  colours  well 
chosen  ;  at  least  on  the  proof  set. 

The  first  adhesive  stamp  known  to  be  used 
in  the  Deccan  is  the  oblong  one  engraved  at 
page  90  of  the  1870  volume.  Of  this  stamp 
a  proof  was  sent  marked  '*  obsolete  post 
stamp,"  in  writing ;  it  has  always  been  given 
as  three  quarters  of  an  anna;  but,  on  examina- 
tion, it  bears,  in  Persian  characters,  tak  anna, 
the  same  as  the  1  anna  Cashmere  and  1  anna 
of  the  new  rectangular  series.  It  also  clearly 
bears  the  date  1283  (Hegira),  as  do  the  half 
and  one-anna  Cashmere;  this,  I  believe,  is 
oar  1806,  somewhat  earlier  than  we  are 
prepared  to  expect,  taking  into  consideration 
that  it  was  not  chronicled  until  January  of 
last  year.  The  engraving  i!i  the  last 
volume  is  very  fairly  accurate  ;  the  date  lies 
between  the  two  large  transverse  characters 
(which  are  clearly  elongated  for  appearance 
sake),  two  to  left,  two  to  right ;  those  to  left 
can  be  identified  in  our  engraving  as  12, 
by  comparing  with  the  numerals  1  and  2 
on  the  Turkish  1  and  2  piastre  stamps. 
The  other  characters  are  not  right;  the 
first  should  resemble  an  inverted  V  (the 
Arabic  8),  the  second  should  be  like  the 
Arabic  2,  with  another  loop  added  to  form  3. 
The  value  is  in  centre  at  base,  and  can  be 
identified  by  compariug  the  original  with 
the  1  anna  Cashmere  (see  The  Philatelist^ 
vol.  ii.,  p.  135).  The  engraving  is  not  quite 
accurate,  but  still  the  value  can  be  recog- 
nised when  one  knows  what  to  search 
after.  This  obsolete  Deccan  was  engraved 
in  London,  and  printed  in  sheets  of  one  hun- 
drcd-and-sixty  stamps,  perforated  twelve; 
colour,  olive-green  on  dull,  slightly- toned 
paper.     The  proof  is  carmine  on  cardboard. 

The  set  of  which  we  have  proofs  may  be 
described  as  follows:  coloured  impression, 
on  toned  paper ;  rectangular;  there  are : — 

PROOFS  OP  CURRENT   SET. 

\  anna,  claret-red.     Imperforate. 

1  anna,  deep  lilac.     Pen.  12. 

2  annai,  deep  green.   Imperforate. 


3  annas  yellow.  Perf.  12. 

4  „      rich  blue.  Iiuperforate. 
8      „      slate.  Ditto 

12      „      brown.  Perf.  12. 


»i 


The  two  emitted  stamps  we  have  seen  are: — 

8  brown.  I  ^^^^'  ^2,  on  dull  white  paper. 

In  each  value  the  frame  and  groundwork 
differ  slightly ;  the  centre  inscription  (in 
Persian  characters)  is  on  a  different  ground 
in  each,  viz. : — 

\  anna,  engine  turned. 

1  anna,   horizontal  lines. 

2  annas,  waved  ditto. 

3  „      plain 

4  „      concentnc  nngs. 
8      „      waved  ditto. 

12      „      horizontal  net. 

The  edge  of  the  circle  and  the  rectangular 
edge  of  the  stamp  match  in  the  same  values, 
though  unlike  in  each  one;  the  variations 
being  very  chaste,  though  slight.  It  will  be 
observed  from  our  engraving,  that  there  are 
four  equal-sized  labels  round  the  centre, 
bearing  the  value  in  different  characters ;  the 
lower  ones  we  can  all  understand ;  the  left 
one  being  English,  the  right  being  Persian, 
in  full,  and  on  |,  1,  2,  4,  and  8,  resembling 
the  values  on  the  like  denominations  of  Cash- 
mere. The  upper  labels  evidently  bear  the 
value  in  two  different  dialects ;  that  to  the 
left  resembling  Sanscrit  in  its  characters, 
and  so  we  will  term  it,  though  inaccurately 
(for  Sanscrit  is  not  a  language  now  written, 
but  bears  the  relation  to  the  spoken  dialects 
that  the  classical  languages  of  Europe  do  to 
the  present  spoken  tongues) ;  the  other  (right 
hand)  label,  which  we  will  term  the  dialect, 
contains  a  group  of  signs,  of  which  two  are 
constant  in  each  value,  but  appear  more  like 
fancy  characters  than  anything  else. 

On  the  \  and  1  anna,  or  singular  values, 
in  the  Persian  and  the  dialect,  the  same 
characters  are  used  for  anna^  as  in  the  plural 
(2,  3,  4,  8,  and  12)  for  anncLs ;  t.e.,  there  is 
no  distinction  between  singular  and  plural : 
in  the  English  and  what  we  term  the 
Sanscrit,  there  is  the  distinction ;  in  the 
Sanscrit  and  dialect,  the  same  characters 
represent  ^,  3,  and  4,  in  each  value ;  and  the 
same  method  of  forming  the  double  12  is 
used  in  both.  The  central  Persian  inscrip- 
tion is  exactly  alike  in  each  one;  and  the 
date  1286  is  clear ;  the  English  at  top,  and 
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Persian  in  low^t  carved  label,  are  alike  in 
each  value. 

We  will  now  notice  the  skeleton,  or  out- 
lined and  obsolete  series.  The  only  speci- 
mens we  have  seen  were  on  rather  thin 
paper,  slightly  toned,  perforated  12. 

1  anna,  brown. 

2  annas,  Tellow-green 

A  whole  sot  undoubtedly  exists,  as  the  Pre- 
sident  of  the  Philatelic  Society  informs  us 
that  he  has  seen  a  series  of  several  values  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Hayns,  whose  absence 
ill  Egypt  alone  prevents  our  getting  the  de- 
scription of  the  series.  As  far  as  the  half 
and  two  annas  are  concerned,  the  four  labels 
round  centre,  and  the  top  and  bottom  labels, 
are  simply  outlined,  filled  in  with  characters, 
all  enclosed  in  a  single-lined  frame ;  and  there 
we  have  the  classic  Deccan  stamp !  The  cen- 
tral characters  are  the  same  as  on  the  current 
stamps,  and  the  date  is  also  1286 ;  this  gives 
the  same  year  for  two  distinct  emissions. 
Can  it  be  that  the  skeleton  set  was  pro- 
visional, and  the  first  crude  idea  for  the 
very  handsome  current  set  ?  Not  at  all  un- 
likely. The  disposition  of  the  bottom  cha- 
racters difier,  but  they  are  the  same  in  each 
type. 

In  the  half-anna  ''  skeleton  '*  the  Sanscrit 
"half"  and  dialect  "half"  are  dissimilar, 
and  also  difier  from  the  more  finished 
type;  in  the  skeleton  half  and  two  annas, 
the  last  characters  in  the  dialect  are  not  liko 
those  in  the  finished  type,  but  seem  more 
like  actual  characters,  and  less  like  fancy 
ornaments — the  form  which  we  have  pointed 
out  as  indicative  of  their  appearance  on  this 
current  or  finished  set.  Next  month  we 
hope  to  g^ve  further  particulars. 

Guadalajara. — The  already  extensive  list 
of  varieties  has  been  extended  by  the  disco- 
very of  a  few  new  specimens  of  those  pecu- 
liarly perforated  monstrosities  on  which  we 
all  place  such  value,  and  which  so  few  of  us 
can  obtain.     The  specimens  are — 

1  real  green,  1868,  h&tonni     Tthinnish). 

2  reales  rose,  1868,        „  (thicker). 
4  reales  blue,  1867,       „  (thin). 

4  reales  blue,  1867,  quadrilU  (thin). 
1  peso  lilac,     1867,       „  (thin). 

The  rarity  is  4  reales  on  hdlonne^  and  next 
is  the  jpeso  (un^  not  the  unattainable  Un)  ;  of  2 
reales,  also,  very  few  specimens  exist,  by 


which  we  mean  to  say  that  a  dozen  will 
cover  the  quantity ;  the  peso  is  only  known 
in  six  copies,  the  4  reales  hdtonne  is  only 
known  in  two.  These  perforated  things 
were  evidently  stamped  out  with  a  punch,  as 
wanted,  for  we  have  had  them  in  part  sheets, 
some  stamped  out,  some  not  touched. 

"  Fur  Times  Exprbss." — The  set  mentioned 
by  The  Philatelist  (see  page  106  of  the  July 
number)  should  read,  one  penny,  threepence, 
sixpence,  and  one  shilling,  on quidrillS paper 
(i.e.,  paper  watermarked  by  crossed  vertical 
and  horizontal  lines,  forming  small  squares), 
black  impressions  perforated  by  roulette  on 
line  of  colour  (/.e.,  black),  the  impressions 
being  each  black. 

"  KooRSHEDJAH." — The  Philatelisi  seems  to 
say  that  this  is  not  a  postal,  but  simply  a  pri- 
vate seal ;  and  also  seems  to  have  only  just 
discovered  that  Koorshedjah  is  the  name  of 
the  Nawab,  though  not  of  any  specific  place. 
A  reference  to  page  31  of  our  1870  volume 
may  convince  the  editor  of  The  Philatelisi 
that  his  first  hypothesis  is  not  quite  correct, 
and  that  the  second  piece  of  information  is 
not  quite  so  "astounding"  as  at  first  sight 
appears.  We  believe  that  it  may  safely  be 
asserted,  that  the  majority  of  the  few  copies 
which  have  been  for  sale,  have  been  offered 
and  bought  as  "  the  frank  stamp  of  H.  H. 
the  Nawab  Koorshedjah."  We  have  had 
them  sent  upon  letters  so  recently  as  January 
of  the  present  year,  when,  if  they  were  not 
postage  stamps,  or  had  no  franking  power, 
the  letters  would  have  required  the  presence 
of  the  current  stamps  for  the  Deccan,  but 
there  was  nothing  except  the  current  Indian, 
and  there  was  no  extra  postage  to  be  paid  here, 
which  renders  it  quite  certain  that  the  stamp 
"Koorshedjah"  prepaid  the  letter  through 
H.  H.'s  dominions,  our  Indian  stamps  doing 
the  rest,  even  as  it  may  be  observed  upon 
Gashmerian  letters  unto  this  day. 

United  States  Periodical  Stamps. — Has 
it  been  observed  that  two  varieties  exist  of 
these  stamps  ?  In  one,  of  which  there  exists 
the  set  of  three  values,  there  is  an  outer 
ground  of  colour  extending  from  stamp  to 
stamp ;  in  the  other  there  is  no  outer  ground 
or  border,  there  being  a  blank  space  as  in  all 
other  stamps.  These  latter  are  of  a  much 
darker  blue  than  the  others. 
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Finland. — The  current  10  pen.  amber  is 
now  printed  npon  a  thinnish  wove  paper,  in 
place  of  being  laid  vertically.  The  two 
stamps  of  the  1856  issne,  which  have  re- 
cently been  chronicled,  viz.,  5  and  10  kop. 
on  blue  paper,  are  found  on  two  varieties  of 
paper,  at  least  the  10  kopec — on  ordi- 
nary thin  blue,  and  on  blue  pelure ;  they  be- 
long to  the  type  without  any  pearl  in  the 
large  open  end  of  the  horns. 

South  Australia. — There  are  sundry  va- 
rieties of  the  perforations  of  the  stamps  in 
use,  showing  various  combinations  of  diffe- 
rent sorts,  and  latterly  the  size  of  the  perfo- 
ration has  been  altered  from  12  and  13  to 
10^.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  varieties 
known  to  ns.  "  M."  stands  for  machine  per- 
forated ;  "  Ro."  for  roulette,  as  usual. 

STAR  WATERMARK. 
I.— M.  12 — 13  compound,  top  and  bottom ;  Bo.  at  sidos 

1  penny   dark  green. 
„       grey-green. 
„        deep  rich  green,  '•  *« 
„        light  yellow-green. 
4  pence,  light  and  dark  shades. 
6  pence,  light  blue,  ^*  on  cartridge  paper. 

„       yery  dark  blue,  on  ordinary  paper. 
10  pence,    yellow,  »• 
1  siiilling,  claret-brown. 
„       warm  brown. 

II.— M.  12 — 13  compound,  all  four  sides. 

1  penny       dark  green. 

„  deep  rich  green. 

2  pence,       orange  (old  type). 
4  pence,       dark  lilac. 

„  dark  violet. 

6  pence,  pale  blue,  ▼•  ^ 

„  Dright  blue. 

1  shilling,  puce-brown,  '•  *« 

„         rich  warm  brown. 

2  shillings,  light  rose. 

„         du*k  carmine. 

III. — M.  10},  top  and  bottom,  compound  12 — 13  at  sides. 
1  penny  bright  green. 

lY.-M.  lOi  all  sides. 

1  penny,  bright  green. 
6  pence,  dark  blue. 
I  shilling,  warm  brown. 

CROWN  AND  8.   A.   WATERMARK. 

I.— H.  12 — 13  compound,  all  sides. 
10  pence,  pale  yellow. 

II.— M.  10|  at  top  and  bottom ;  Bo.  at  sides. 
2  pence,  light  red  (present  type). 

in.— M.  10},  aU  sides. 

2  pence,  light  red  (present  type). 

With  roulette  all  sides,  we  find  the  twopence, 


present  type,  in  various  shades,  first  with 
crown  and  s.  A.  watermark  and  then  the 
star,  but  the  crown  has  been  again  reverted 
to.  The  ten  pence  star,  rouletted  all  sides, 
exists  with  surcharging  in  black  and  in  blue. 
On  the  provisional  blue  threepence  the  sur- 
charging is  in  crimson  and  in  black.  Next 
month  we  will  revert  to  this  value,  as  our 
notes  on  its  variations  are  incomplete.  The 
crown  and  s.  a.  tenpence,  perforated  12 — 13, 
is  scarce,  and  the  rouletted  tenpence,  with 
black  surcharging,  also  seems  uncommon. 

Paraoqat. — We  have  received  the  follow- 
ing information  respecting  the  three  stamps 
for  this  republic,  which  we  translate  for  the 
benefit  of  our  readers : — 

In  Calle  de  la  Bibera,  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  there  is 
a  postal  adminstration  under  the  care  of  a  citizen  of  the 
Argentine  Kcpublic.  There  are  in  use,  for  prepayment  of 
letters  within  the  repnblic  of  Paraguay,  and  for  foreign 
letters  as  well,  three  stamps,  value  1, 2,  and  3  reales,  rose, 
blue,  and  black.  They  are  not  issued  by  decree,  but 
verbal  instructions  and  a  provisional  regulation  have 
boen  given  by  the  government  to  the  person  in  charge  of 
that  wiministration,  and  on  whom  they  are  content  to  rely 
for  the  regularity  of  their  postal  service. 

The  arrangement  is  somewhat  like  that 
formerly  adopted  in  Egypt,  where  the  Puata 
Europea  of  Mr.  Chini  was  the  first  admini- 
stration to  issue  stamps  (see  vol.  vi.,  p.  119, 
of  this  magazine).  During  the  Paraguayan 
war,  two  envelopes  were  in  nse  by  the  Bra- 
zilian navy,  which  may  bo  described  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1st. — A  plain  transverse  oval,  inscribed,  in 
Roman  capitals,  esquadra  bloquedora  a.  o. 
PARAQUAT,  impressed  in  blue  or  black,  on 
various  envelopes. 

2nd. — A  plain  rectangle,  with  rounded 
comers,  contains  the  Brazilian  arms  on 
shield;  under  a  crown,  and  supported  by 
branches,  FOR9A  naval  do  brazil  no  Paraguay, 
disposed  above  and  below  in  curved  line, 
impressed  in  blue,  on  various  envelopes. 

Thb  German  Eaolb.— The  form  of  the  Imperial 
German  Eagle,  as  it  is  henceforth  to  fi^re  in  the  arms  of 
Uie  Empire,  and  on  stamps  and  official  seals,  has  been 
determined  by  the  Federal  Council.  According  to  the 
German  Oorretpondent,  it  is  to  be  the  heraldic  eagle  with 
the  head  turned  to  the  right,  above  which  the  Imperial 
crown  will  appear  to  hover.  The  shield  on  the  eagle's 
breast  will  display  the  heraldic  Prussian  eagle,  each  wing 
containing  six  oroad  and  five  narrow  feathers ;  the  claws 
win  be  without  the  insignia  they  usually  seem  to  grasp, 
and  the  tail  in  heraldic  delineation. 
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LOCALS. 

BT    W.    DUDLEY    ATLEE. 
II. 

boyd's  city  EXPRE3S  POST  (continued). 

As  tliere  are  so  many  varieties  of  Boyd*s 
labels,  I  think  tliat  a  few  brief  remarks  npon 
tlie  best  forgeries  may  be  useful,  more  par- 
ticularly to  tyros. 

The  finest  counterfeits  are  in  imitation 
of  the  fourth  type,  and  were  manufactured 
upon  this  side  of  the  water.  They  were 
usually  sold  in  sets  of  six  values  (1,  2,  3,  5, 
7,  and  9  cent<»),  each  one  of  which  was 
printed  both  in  and  upon  several  colours,  in- 
cluding those  of  the  originals.  In  the 
genuine,  the  point  of  the  right  wing,  and 
almost  the  whole  side  of  the  left  wing,  touch 
the  border;  whereas,  in  the  impositions, 
neither  of  the  pinions  go  against  the  frame. 
The  dots  before  post,  and  after  denomination 
of  value,  are  in  the  middle  of  the  inscribed 
band  upon  the  archetype ;  in  the  forgery 
the  full  stop  after  cent  [s]  follows  in  the  or- 
dinary way. 

There  are  a  pair  of  rather  deceptive  coun- 
terfeits, of  American  extraction,  which  we 
have  known  for  some  years,  and  which  are 
at  once  condemned  by  possessing  shaded 
dots,  instead  of  solid  ones,  before  post  and 
after  cents.  The  other  impostors  are  not 
worth  troubling  about,  being  too  poor  to  de- 
ceive anyone. 

I  have  discovered  that  some  copies  of  the 
.  fourth-type  1  cent  lack  the  dot  after  express  ; 
but  whether  this  was  due  to  the  deterioration 
of  the  die,  or  was  the  effect  of  design,  I  can- 
not say ;  most  probably  the  former  is  the 
true  cause.  Anyhow,  this  variety  deserves 
to  be  added  to  the  list. 

I  must  also  add  two  rarities  which  exist 
in  the  Ph.  collection,  and  which  are  un- 
doubtedly genuine : 

Type  I.  (c).  2  cent  gold  on  orange. 
„    V.         2  cent  orange  on  white. 
In  the  same  priceless  collection  is  a  splendid 
proof  of  the  second  type  in  black,  and  also 
one  of  type  I.  (a)  in  the  same  colour. 

To  the  envelopes  of  type  II.  (a)  there  must 
be  added  a 

2  cent  on  yellow. 


The  current  (6)  die  is  also  impressed  upon 
blue. 

From  a  careful  study  of  the  embossed  en- 
velopes, I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  only  ones  issued  to  the  public  were 

Vermilion  on  saffron. 

Mazarine  blue  on  creamy  yellow. 

Sky-blue  „  „ 

with  vergeures  always  oblique. 

The  other  papers  were  supplied  to  order, 
after  the  manner  of  our  higher-priced  enve- 
lopes. 

AMERICAN   LETTER  MAIL  COMPANY. 

This  company  was  started  either  at  the 
end  of  1843,  or  early  in  the  following  year, 
for  the  conveyance  of  letters  between  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  the  principal  office 
being  in  the  former  city.  It  was  a  branch  of 
the  firm  carrying  between  Boston  and  New 
York,  under  the  title  of  Hale  &  Co. 

Two  stamps  were  issued,  both  very  finely 
engraved  upon  steel,  the  rarer  being  of  the 
following  design : — 

Within  a  square  frame  is  a  circle  contain- 
ing the  national  eagle  and  motto;  the 
AMERICAN  above,  LETTER  MAIL  CO.  below  ;  the 
angles  being  filled  in  with  plain  wedj^e- 
shaped  figures ;  at  foot,  in  minute  italics,  Sn^ 
graved  by  W,  L.  Ormshy,  Printed  in  black 
upon  thin  white  paper,  with  a  slightly  bluish 
tinge.  No  reprints  or  forgeries  are  knoi^n 
of  this  stamp,  but  an  essay  in  drab  is  some- 
times catalogued ;  it  is  probably  a  myth. 
The  other  label  is  the  well-known  oblong,  in- 
scribed with  name  of  company  above,  and 
at  foot  20  FOR  A  DOLLAR.  In  the  centre  is 
an  eagle,  with  outstretched  wings,  standing^ 
on  a  rock :  at  the  angles,  leaves  and  flou- 
rishes. This  stamp  has  not  been  reprinted, 
but  a  well  executed  counterfeit  has  been 
made,  aft)er  the  manner  of  the  genuine.  The 
most  noticeable  points  of  difference  are  as 
follows  :  The  clouds  in  the  original  are  re- 
presented by  wavy  lines,  whereas  the  lines 
are  straight  and  dotted  upon  the  imitation. 
In  the  latter,  the  eagle*s  left  wing  contains 
a  prominent  break  in  the  shading ;  the  wings 
are  shaded  throughout  upon  the  genuine. 
There  is  a  straight  line  running  through 
each  of  the  corner  ornaments  upon  the  real 
stamps ;  npon  the  sham  they  are  scarcely  dis- 
cernible.    The  counterfeits  are  printed  upon 
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a  dnll  white  paper,  and  have  anew  look  about 
them  ;  the  genuine  are  in  black,  upon  paper 
like  that  used  for  the  larger  stamp,  and  also 
upon  whiter  paper,  of  a  stronger  texture. 

From  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  locals  upon 
the  packets  which  they  franked,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover  which  of  the  two  stamps 
was  first  emitted,  but  am  inclined  to  think 
that  they  were  brought  out  simultaneously  ; 
probably  the  larger  stamp  was  of  greater  or 
less  value  than  the  other.  I  only  offer  this 
as  a  conjecture,  not  having  been  able  to  find 
out  the  facial  worth  of  the  first-named  label. 

Mr.  Scott  states  that  the  large  stamp  was 
used  in  1844,  which  seems  from  all  accounts 
to  have  been  either  the  first  or  second  year 
of  the  company's  existence.  I  possess  a  por- 
tion of  a  letter,  addressed  to  New  York,  in 
Fe))ruary,  1845,  franked  by  the  large  label, 
and  another  wrapper,  with  the  date  of  Feb- 
raary,  1844,  prepaid  by  the  smaller  stamp. 
Therefore,  as  the  latter  was  certainly  used 
after  1845,  I  think  my  theory  of  a  contem- 
porary issue  will  hold  good. 

Both  stamps  are  generally  obliterated  by 
pen-strokes  or  initials,  but  sometimes  an  un- 
decipherable vermilion  smudge  is  used.  In 
New  York  the  letters  were  surcharged  with  a 
large  red  transverse  oval  impression,  giving 
the  name  of  the  company,  and  their  office — 
50,  Wall  street. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  add  that  the  price  of 
the  smaller  stamps  was  5  cents  each,  retail, 
or  4  cents,  wholesale,  for  any  number  under 
twenty. 

wtman's  express. 
In  1844,  a  daily  service  of  messengers  was 
organised  by  Mr.  W.  Wyman,  of  Boston,  to 
run  between  that  city  and  New  York.  Only 
one  stamp  was  issued,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  description  : — 

In  the  centre  a  locomotive,  with  car,  sur- 
rounded  by  a  thin  oval  frame,  above  whith 
is  8,  COURT  ST.  and  3,  wall  st.,  and  below  20 

STAMPS   FOR  ONE    DOLLAR.        Aloug  the  top   of 

the  stamp,  w.  wyman,  and  at  the  upper  angles 
flower  buds.  The  bottom  is  filled  by  two 
large  bell-shaped  buds,  joined  by  a  smaller 
one  in  the  centre.  Printed  from  steel,  in 
black,  upon  white  paper. 

There  is  a  very  passable  forgery,  but  it 
may  be  detected  by  the  following  differences 


between  it  and  the  original. .  In  the  latter, 
the  buffer  of  the  engine  is  at  some  little  dis- 
tance from  the  side  of  the  oval ;  it  almost 
touches  it  in  the  imposition.  The  points  of 
the  flower  in  the  left-hand  upper  corner 
should  be  at  equal  distances  from  the  frame, 
but  the  forgery  has  the  lower  one  nearly 
against  the  border  line. 

U.  S.  MAIL,  PREPAID. 

The  stamps  with  the  above  inscription  are 
so  simple  in  design  and  execution  that  they 
present  great  temptation  to  forgers.  It  js 
only  by  a  minutely  descriptive  account  of  the 
originals  that  the  counterfeits  can  be  de- 
tected. Surrounding  a  circle,  inscribed  one 
CENT,  are  the  words  u.  s.  mail,  prepaid, 
within  a  single-lined  circular  frame,  J-in.  in 
diameter. 

Genuine, — The  right  side  of  the  u  is  very 
fine ;  between  this  letter  and  the  next  is  a 
full  stop.  The  s  is  narrow,  with  a  much 
thinner  stroke  at  foot  than  above ;  the  stop 
following  is  considerably  nearer  to  M  than  to 
the  initial  preceding  it.  A  in  mail  is  narrow 
and  pointed,  and  the  i  has  a  very  short  head- 
stroke.  In  prepaid  the  r  is  at  some  little 
distance  from  the  E,  and  the  top  of  the  a  is 
brought  to  a  point.  Letters  in  inscription 
of  value  are  small  and  uniform;  those  in 
each  word  being  at  equal  distances  from 
each  other.  A  perpendicular  line  drawn 
from  the  first  stroke  of  H  would  come 
through  the  dot  at  foot ;  if  another  line  were 
commenced  at  the  foot  of  the  primary  stroke 
of  the  upper  A,  it  would  run  through  the 
similar  portion  of  the  lower  A.  If,  to  vary 
the  monotony,  the  stamp  is  guaged  hori- 
zontally, it  will  be  found  that  the  u  is  above 
the  line  of  L. 

Forgeries, — I  only  know  of  two  forgeries, 
but  others  probably  exist.  In  the  com- 
monest there  is  no  stop  after  u,  and  the 
lettering  is  thicker,  although  not  extra- 
ordinarily so.  s  is  almost  joined  to  the  dot 
following  it,  and  the  lower  dot  is  in  a  direct 
line  with  the  centre  of  the  M. 

The  counterfeits  are  upon  papers  of  many 
hues  ;  the  genuine  upon  the  following  only  : 

Black  on  thick  glazed  yellow  paper. 

„   creamy-yellow  unglazed  paper. 


>» 


„   buff* 
„   rose 


» 


» 


>» 


» 
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Bj  nnglazed,  I  mean  paper  stained  throogh- 
oat,  instead  of  simply  snrrace-coloared,  as  is 
the  first-noted  stamp. 

The  obliteration  was  nsnallj  a  red  circalar 
impression. 

LIVINGSTON,   WELLS,   AND   POMEROY's  EXPRESS. 

I  only  know  of  one  label  issued  by  this 
firm,  and  that  is  of  sach  excessive  rarity, 
that  it  has  not  been  coanterfeited.  It  was 
emitted  in  1845,  and  could  have  had  but  a 
short  existence. 

Within  an  oblong  frame,  composed  of 
small  diamond  ornaments,  is  the  name  of 
the  company,  in  three  lines.  Below  this  are 
an  equal  number  of  lines,  giving  the  com- 
pany's chief  offices ; — no.  2  wall  st.  n.  yobk. 

5  EXCHANGE,  ALBANY.  1  EXCHANGE  ST.,  BUF- 
FALO. Printed  in  black,  upon  glazed  ver- 
milion paper. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

Prince  Bismarck  has  proposed  the  calling  of  an 
International  Postal  Conference,  with  a  view  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  uniform  postal  rates  throughout  Europe. 
The  proposal  has  been  generally  accepted ;  and  all  the 
powers,  except  France,  will  be  represented  at  the  Con- 
ference, whicn  is  to  take  place  at  Serlin. 

A  Query.— 2%^  Timet  says,  "The  order  for  setting 
fire  to  the  Hotel  de  Yille  has  been  found  on  a  National 
Guard  of  the  Commune,  now  a  pnsoner  at  Versailles.  It 
is  covered  with  stamps;  some  of  them  blue,  and  others 
red."    Can  any  one  say  what  kind  of  stamps  they  were  ? 

[  Mo«t  probabl J  liand->steinp«.    One  knowi  kh*  pMslon  thm  Praneh  ha,re 
for  lUunping  timjUdng  wtth  an  ofllcUl-looklng  ■tMnp.— Eo.] 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

ANOTHER  MONTEVIDEAN  ERROR. 

To  the  Editor  ©/""The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir, — I  have  not  seen  noticed  anywhere  the  existence 
of  a  variety  of  the  5  c.  large  figure  Uruguay.  I  have  a 
copy  with  the  o  of  the  word  CBNTECmoft,  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  figure,  omitted ;  so  that  it  reads  bntbcixos  ; 
and  to-day  I  saw  another  copy  with  the  same  error. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 
Liverpool,  ALFRED  0.  BELL. 

(Tbb  li »  vttU-known  «nror,  and  la  eakalogiMd  fbr  sato  by  aooM  of  Um 
dflal«n.--Ki».] 


DATES  OF  ISSUE  OF  VICTORIAN  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  tif^^  The  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb." 

Dear  Sir, — ^A  gentleman  has  just  given  me  a  dozen 
or  so  of  the  early  Victorian  stamps ;  they  were  sent  over 
by  his  brother,  who  has  sent  many  before,  and  has  lived 
in  Melbourne  for  many  years.  The  reason  for  my 
troubling  you  with  this  is,  that  they  were  on  tissue 
paper  as  sent  over ;  some  had  the  dates  in  pencil  at  the 


back  of  the  stamp,  and  some  had  it  on  tiie  paper  under- 
neath—I supnoso  the  date  of  the  letter  or  papers  they 
came  oflf.  I  have  sent  a  list  of  the  dated  ones,  as  the 
dates  of  two  of  them  are  earlier  than  is  given  in  Gray's 
last  catalogue. 

BALF-LEKOrK  UXPBRPORATBD. 

One  penny  rose,  1855. 
Oue  pcuny  vermilion,  1856. 

POSTAGE  STAMP  UXPBRFORATBO. 

Sixpence  orange,  1851. 

EMBLEMS,  PLAIN  PAPER,  ROULETTE,  FERP. 

One  penny  emerald  green,  1858  in  pencil  at  back,  and 
1857  to  '^,  underneath. 

FIGURES  AT  SIDES. 

Fourpence  rose,  no  watermark,  1862. 

Fourpence  rose,  watermark  figure  of  value,  1862. 
Both  are  exactly  the  same  shade ;  about  a  middle  tint. 

Tours  truly, 
Norwich,  J.  B.  B. 

ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  H.  S.,  Carlsruhe.— "We  do  not  know  of  what  kind 
were  the  stamps  witli  which  the  order  to  bum  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  of  Paris,  was  covered. 

J.  D.  B.,  Norwich.—  We  have  no  doubt  your  Turkidi 
stamp  is  genuine  — ^Thc  impressed  Roman  stamp,  with 
reclining  figure,  we  cannot  recognise.  The  other  we 
notice  in  our  article  on  new  issues. 

E.  F.  Peel,  Dewdbury. — We  do  mean  to  say  that  all 
the  values  of  the  French  republic  stamps  of  1871,  perfo- 
rated or  unperforated,  are  comparatively  hard  to  get ;  and 
that,  consequently,  the  remaining  stock  of  imperial 
stamps  is  bemg  used  uf). 

6.  C,  Fecamp. — This  correspondent,  under  date  3lst 
Mav,  sends  us  as  novelties  three  specimens  of  the  Alsace 
and  Lorraine  stamps,  issued  last  August,  and  requests  us 
to  insert  a  description  of  them  in  our  next  I  According  to 
him,  they  were  issued  when  the  Pnissiiin  army  occupied 
Eouen. 

B.  W.  P.,  Cardiff.— Your  St.  Helena,  NewfoundUnd, 
St.  Lucia,  liiberia,  red  Costa  Rica,  blue  Montevideo,  and 
the  three  British  Guiana,  with  the  inscription  reading 
Damut  Relimieque  Vicistiiny  are  forgeries. — ^The  best 
album  for  a  collector  who  purposes  going  fully  into 
philately  is  Moens*. 

G.  W.  B.,  H.  —We  are  obliged  for  your  having  eaUed 
our  attention  to  the  Newfoundland  one  cent  from  fresh 
die,  and  the  new  perforation  of  the  Turkish. — Your  No.  3 
is  watermarked  cc.  and  crown,  and  the  words  crown 
OOLO.HIBS  run  below  in  large  lettering.  On  your  stamp 
vou  see  a  piece  of  the  0. — No.  4  is  a  genuine  suunp.  We 
know  of  two  varieties  of  engraving;  probably  mora 
exist. — Nos.  5,  6,  7,  and  9,  are  genuine :  the  variaUoua 
of  these  are  well  known ;  but  No.  8  is  forged. 

M.  S.  C,  Soorton. — Your  letter  hu  unfortunately  been 
overlooked ;  pray  excuse  the  neglect,  and  permit  us  now 
to  reply  to  vour  questions.  1,  2.  Oppen*s  album  is  a  good 
one,  and  the  catalogue  which  accompanies  it  is  tnist- 
worthy. — 3.  You  had  better  put  ^our  Mulready  envelope 
in  the  centre  of  ^age,  b v  itself,  if  there  is  not  a  special 
place  for  it. — i.  Tne  word  **  essay,"  in  a  philatelic  sense, 
signifies  a  design  for  a  postage  stamp,  submitted  for  ac- 
ceptance to  the  postal  authonties,  but  rejected  by  them. 
—5.  You  can  subscribe  to  The  Stamp^ChUeetor^ e  Mafa- 
zine  for  a  portion  of  the  year. — 6.  Our  publisheri  can 
supply  all  tne  volumes  except  the  first  two. 
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OP  THB 

CONFEDERATE  STATES  op  AMERICA. 

BY  EDWARD  L.  PBMBBBTON. 

In  the  June  nninber  of  The  American  Journal 
of  PhUcUdy  is  the  commencement  of  a  com- 
plete *'  Histoiy  of  the  Confederate  States 
Post  Office/'  which  must  prove  a  most  valu- 
able and  reliable  work,  if  the  accounts 
given  by  Mr.  Scott  of  the  immense  corre- 
spondence, and  the  lavish  expenditure  in- 
curred by  him  in  pursuit  of  materials,  be 
carefully  considered.  That  the  work  will  bo 
valuable  and  reliable  is  as  it  should  be,  and 
its  advent,  we  may  trust,  will  mark  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  epoch  in  the  manage- 
ment of  American  philatelic  magazines,  and 
not  before  it  is  time. 

American  editors  should  know  their  own 
business  best,  and  the  style  of  composition 
most  congenial  to  their  subscribers ;  but  no 
paper  conducted  in  England,  unless  it  were 
avowedly  a  parody  on  philately,  could  imi- 
tate our  American  cousins  with  any  hope  of 
encouragement.  What  can  we  term  a  la- 
borious enumeration  of  United  States 
revenue  stamps,  month  by  month,  but  a 
parody  on  philately  proper?  The  American 
Journal  of  Philately  recently  signified  its  in- 
tention of  making  us  Europeans  jealous  of 
the  wonderful  items  of  intelligence  which 
they  might,  could,  would,  or  should  publish, 
anent  the  stamps  of  "  their  own,  their  native 
land."  In  the  face  of  this  determination, 
I  have  pondered  over  **  A  Descriptive  List  of 
all  Revenue  Stamps  "  with  something  of  the 
feeling  that  I  was  perusing  advertisements 
of  quack  medicines  ;  yet,  for  those  who  **  are 
willing  to  do  everything  for  the  science  "  of 
philately  (vide  The  American  Journal  of 
Philately's  own  expression),  this  is  a  most 
creditable  production,  I  suppose.  To  those 
who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  tameness 
of  postage  stamps,  let  us  commend  the 
"Descriptive  List  of  all  Revenue  Stamps" 
as  a  sort  of  irritant  which  might  drive  one 
to  madness.  The  list  tells  us  of  those  labels 
severally  employed  to  commemorate  hair 
dyes,  gargling  oils,  magnetic  plasters,  pre- 
parations,  magical  pain  extractors,  galvanic 
horse  salves,  blooms  of  youth,  vinegar  bitters, 


herb  bitters,  wines  of  tar,  vermifuge  comfits, 
and  I  know  not  how  many  other  diabolical 
concoctions,  but  all  to  be  found  pufied  and 
described  by  The  American  Journal  of  Phi' 
lately. 

Because  a  man  makes  a  match,  the  tax 
upon  which  is  collected  by  a  well-engraved 
stamp,  embellished  by  a  portrait  of  his  own 
wooden   features,  is   that  any  reason  why 
we  should  all  long  to  possess  some  memento 
of  this   man   and   his,  probably,   very   bad 
matches  ?     The  majority  of  American  col- 
lectors run  down  the  study  of  postage  stamps, 
yet  do  not  object  to  add  the  collection  of 
every  parti-coloured  thing  in  the  shape  of  a 
label  for  matches,  patent  medicines,  sewing 
machines,  beer  barrels,  tobacco  cakes,  or  what 
not,  when  issued  by  a  grateful  tax  office  as 
vouchers  for  money  received.     The  abolition 
of  this  nonsense  would  be  a  gain  to  American 
postage  stamp  collectors,  and  to  those  Euro- 
pean amateurs  who,  at  times,  subscribe  to 
their  journals.      If  these  '*  descriptive  lists  " 
continue,  we  may  sink  so  low  in  our  search 
after  amusement,  as  to  buy  patent  medicines 
by  the  gross  for  the  sake  of  their  stamps ; 
to  purchase  soothing  syrups,  gargling  oils, 
and  such,  by  the  gallon,  in  order  to  become 
the  proud  possessors  of  their  ungainly  labels. 
Well  do  I  remember,  in  times  back,  the  sar- 
castic hints,  given  by  American  papei*s  to 
those  who,  to  them,  seemed  so  in  want  of  an 
outlet,  that  they  actually  examined  the  per- 
forations and  watermarks  of  their  stamps. 
Now  they  supply  an  outlet  to  collectors  with 
superfluous    energies,    and     with     a    ven- 
geance ! 

I  just  now  almost  termed  American  phila- 
telic magazines  parodies  on  philately.  In  con- 
tinuation of  this  last  cause  of  offence,  I  can 
only  say  that  in  England  the  stamp  journals 
cannot  afford  to  ignore  or  to  break  all  rules 
of  politeness,  grammar,  orthografthy,  and 
punctuation, — all  and  every  of  which  arc 
continually  broken  by  the  leading  trans- 
atlantic organs.  It  is  very  curious,  too,  that 
American  stamp  papers  are,  in  all  their  own 
assertions,  so  self-confident,  often  bumptious  ; 
yet  to  the  statements  of  a  rival  magazine, 
in  either  hemisphere,  they  never  accord 
entire  acquiescence,  seldom  even  a  partial 
belief.     This   self-confidence,   which    is    so 
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boldlj  asserted,  oflen  causes  disparaging  re- 
marks to  be  made  on  what  they  do  write. 
For  example,  who  that  read  that  absurd  tirade 
in  the  American  Journal^  headed  **  British 
Honour,"  could  understand  their  cause  of 
offence,  or  could  seriously  endorse  the  re- 
marks on  British  amateurs  ?     What  a  very 
foolish  tone  to   adopt   when   endeavouring 
to  prove  they  had  a  grievance  !     They  were 
annoyed  that  the  20  c.  St.  Louis,  and  the 
dies  of  the  5  and  10  c,  were  critically  ex- 
amined in  these  pages,  instead  of  in  their 
own.     Now  surely  it  lay  in  their  own  power 
to   have   prevented  this ;   they  had  all  the 
specimens  from  which  I  described,  and  many 
more,  no  doubt,  and  had  possessed  them  for 
nearly  a  year  when  I  saw  them  ;   why,  then, 
should   they   not  have  described  them  tho- 
roughly, in   their  own   paper,  during  that 
twelve  months  ?     Why  were  they  obliged  to 
send  them  to  England  to  be  described  ?    Had 
they  not  said  they  were  **  determined  that 
everything  known  about  American  stamps 
should  be  learnt  from  Tlie  American  Journal 
of  Philately  "  ?  and  in  an  excess  of  confidence, 
which  some  might  take  for  conceit,  did  they 
not  add,  "  that  European  philatelists  have 
done  this,  has  long  been   admitted"?     An- 
swering these  questions  might  lead  us  into 
invidious  doubts,  either  that  they  knew  too 
much  about  the  antecedents  of  the  20  c.  St. 
Louis,  or  else  there  was  no  American  writer 
found  capable  of  critically  examining  them, 
and   of  clearly    describing    the    points    of 
variance. 

My  readers  will  ask,  "  What  has  all  this  to 
do  with  Confederate  provisionals  ?  "  Simply 
this,  that  Mr.  Scott*s  paper  upon  the  "  Con- 
federate Post  Office  "  should  be  a  standard 
work  for  all  time,  and  it  is  a  thousand  pities 
that  so  valuable  a  work  should  be  tinged  by 
the  faults  on  which  I  have  dilated,  as  incident 
to  American  philatelism.  If  the  writer  will 
take  my  criticisms  as  they  are  meant,  and  as 
the  opinions  of  the  great  bulk  of  European 
amateurs,  not  written  in  any  cavilling  spirit 
of  intending  to  find  fault  at  all  hazards,  we 
may  hope  for  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
monthly  serials,  and  to  see  Tlie  American 
Journal  of  Philately  occupying  the  position  it 
should  do. 

Having  myself  made  many  notes  upon  the 


Confederate  stamps,  I  think  it  will  be  well 
for  me  to  publish  them,  though  somewhat 
incomplete,  since  if  I  delay  I  shall  be  charged 
with  plagiarism  in  many  points  where  per- 
sonal observation  must  prove  identical.  I 
had  prepared  the  outlines  of  a  complete 
catalogue  of  the  stamps  under  this  heading 
two  years  ago,  but  have  never  been  able  to 
finish  it  from  lack  of  materials ;  but  such  as 
it  is,  I  will  dedicate  it  to  the  readers  of 
The  Stamp'CuUector^s  Magazine,  feeling  sure 
they  will  find  a  few  things  to  interest  them. 


Few  postage  stamps  will  prove  to  be  such 
memorials  as  those  of  the  late  Confederate 
States.  By  their  issues,  with  such  varying 
portraits,  and  by  the  emissions  from  the  va- 
rious cities  which  formed  the  chief  rallying 
places,  they  remind  us  of  those  material 
points  in  the  history  of  the  struggles, 
which  hold  the  prominent  places  on  the 
pages  of  American  history.  It  is  upon 
these  "  locals,"  or,  more  distinctively,  "pro- 
visionals," that  our  greatest  interest  centres ; 
but,  to  render  the  present  paper  thoroughly 
complete,  we  are  bound  to  describe  fully 
the  various  authorised  well-known  emissions 
of  the  government,  and  not  to  confine  oar 
researches  to  the  rarer  and  more  interesting 
"  provisional  local "  issues,  called  forth  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  war,  afler  the  govern- 
ment was  reduced  to  making  localities  their 
head- quarters.  The  authorised  government 
emissions,  of  course,  vary  considerably  in  the 
particulars  of  paper  and  colour,  so  it  is  not 
surprising  that  many  of  the  stamps  pro- 
visionally issued,  in  various  cities,  should 
possess  no  ascertained  normal  condition.  Of 
course  we  must  accept  all  we  may  find 
genuine,  trusting  to  future  emendations  to 
supply  the  requisite  explanations  of  their 
vagaries.  Such  variations  are  to  be  expected 
in  a  case  where  the  government  was  always 
moving,  and  where  all  the  peaceful  arts 
were  virtually  at  a  stand-still.  As  a  parallel, 
look  back  at  the  coinage  during  the  civil 
wars  in  England,  when  every  species  of  plate 
was  worked  into  coin  by  the  royal  party.  The 
local  coinages  of  Newark  and  Pontefract  must 
be  known  to  many  of  us,  in  which  the  plate 
was  not  even  melted  down,  but  the   king^s 
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impress,  Ac,  were  struck  upon  the  flnttcncd 
silver,  leaving  the  marks  of  the  original 
cbasing  or  engraving  plainly  visible. 

In  slamp  collecting  we  lind  hardly  sacb 
striking  things  as  these,  bnt  wlien  ft  century 
has  given  Age  to  philately,  many  of  these 
Confederate  provisionals  will  be  eagerly 
soaght  for,  and  most  highly  valued.  Age 
gives  respectability,  and  it  is  only  that  the 
whole  system  of  prepaynwnt  of  cheap  post- 
age by  atatnpa  is  so  comparatively  new, 
that  philately  is  thought  so  lightly  of  by  the 
general  pablic.  An  invention  which  baa 
done  BO  mach  for  the  good  of  mankind,  i 
and  whose  visible  signs  (stamps)  possess 
every  historical  record  which  the  fntare  sta- 
dent  can  desire  to  command,  must,  in  time, 
take  its  proper  position,  and  become  snb> 
sidiary  and  indispensable  to  the  stndy  of 
no  mis  ma  tics. 

To  collect  both  coins  and  stamps  Ihiy- 
roughly  is  far  beyond  the  reach  of  most,  bat 
to  be  a  faithful  philatelist  is  not  so  difficult. 
To  possess  a  fair  exposition  of  the  won- 
drous advance  of  civilization  during  the  past 
quarter  of  a  centnry,  in  the  remotest  parts 
of  the  globe,  can  be  done  for  a  snm  which 
would  not  be  missed  when  spread  over  a  few 
years.  These  remarks  are  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  onr  heading,  for  the  locals  or  pro- 
visionals of  the  late  Confederate  States 
possess  original  claims  upon  as  as  matters  of 
history,  and  that  is  the  great  grontid  npon. 
which  philately  will  take  its  stand  for  all  time. 

{Hit  aiiilinUHl.) 

ESSAYS  ON  PHIIiATEUC  SDBJECTS. 
I. 

WBiT   BHALI,  WB  COLLBCt  ? 

Tais  is  a  question  which  should  ooncem 
every  earnest  collector,  for  in  it  is  embodied 
the  very  germ  and  essence  of  philately. 
What  we  shonld  take,  and  what  reject,  in 
the  shape  of  postal  "go-frees"  (to  use  a 
word  most  applicable  to  my  meaning),  b  a 
subject  of  great  importance,  and  one  which 
cannot  be  cnrtly  or  lightly  dealt  with,  for  it 
IS  ■  matter  requiring  most  careful  and  un- 
Intssed  consideration.  It  will  be  necessary 
for  me  to  go  over  a  good  deal  of  old  ground, 


and  to  resuscitate  a  host  of  well-read  nrgn- 
ments  ;  butnodefiniteopinioncan  be  arrived 
at  nnless  some  tautology  is  allowed  me. 

When  collecting  was  in  its  infancy, 
amateurs  were  content  to  take  one  specimen 
of  each  stamp;  bat  I  do  not  believe  anyone 
ever  adopted  the  idea  inculcated  in  the  first 
edition  of  Dr.  Gray's  catalogue,— that  ft 
change  of  colour  did  not  constitute  nny  ma- 
terial difference.  Kow  that  philately  has 
ripened  into  a  science,  it  is  amusing  to  look 
back  npon  such  a  sentence  as  the  following: — 
"A  stamp  is  certainly  the  same,  whether  it 
is  on  green  or  white  paper ;  or  printed  in 
black,  red,  or  green  ink." 

Coeval  with  stamp  collecting  proper,  there 
began  what  may  be  aptly  termed  a  mania 
for  essays.  This  was  all  very  well  for  a 
time,  but  men  soon  arose  who  knew  not 
honesty,  and  then  the  nniversul  collecting  of 
these  things  collapsed,  the  guml  and  the  bad 
falling  into  an  equal  state  of  evil  repute. 
Some  of  the  leading  amateurs  still  retained 
them,  but  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  generality  of  English  collectors  gave 
them  up  in  disgust. 

Our  English  essays  are  so  interesting,  and 
nndoabt«dly  so  far  beyond 
suspicion,  that  I  think  they 
onght  to  be  taken  whenever 
a  collector  has  the  fortunate 
opportunity  of  obtaining 
them.  With  the  exception 
of  the  pair  with  head  of  the 
late  Prince  Consort,  there  baa  never  been  any 
question  as  to  the  authenticity  of  every 
known  variety. 

The  majority  of  essays    were   never  ex- 
hibited to  the  governments  for  which  they 
were  said    to    be    in- 
tended, but  there  are 
k    several  gennineforeign 

■  ones,  among  which  I 
I  may  casually  mention 

■  those  for  the  Wurtem- 
r   bui^  envelopes  (here 

figured),  which  were 
designed  about  the 
same  time  as  the  adheaives,  by  the  govern- 
ment engraver,  but,  from  some  unexplained 
cause,  were  never  issued.  As  tbe  die  was 
altered  to  suit  another  purpose,  there  is  uo 
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chance  of  reprinting,  so  that  originals  will 
ever  remain  very  valuable. 

The  25  c.  Parma,  of  the  provisional  type 
is  bona  fide,  as  are  also  the  Italians  by  Pellas, 
althongh  the  interest  in  these  latter  is  sadly 
marred  by  their  quantity,  and  by  their  sick- 
en in  $if  mockery  of  the  kaleidoscope. 

There  are  a  few  essays  (if  they  can  be  so 
called)  which  should  be  placed  in  the  via 
me  lia,  or  philatelic  purgatory,  for  they  are, 
a3  it  were,  a  bridge  between  the  adopted  and 
the  rejected.  These  are  the  stamps  which 
were  prepared  for  issue,  but  kept  back  at 
the  last  moment ;  as  the  list  is  a  short  one, 
it  may  be  appropriately  inserted  here.  Giving 
oar  own  country  the  first  place,  we  have  the 
official "  V.R.,'*the  lilac-pink  three-halfpenny, 
and  the  envelope  of  similar  value.  The 
threepenny,  with  lined  spandrels,  should 
certainly  be  accepted ;  but  whether  it  belongs 
to  the  class  under  notice  I  leave  my  readers 
to  judge.  It  is  of  such  rarity  that  only  a 
favoured  few  can  hope  to  possess  it. 

To  continue,  there  is  the  12  cuartos  Spain, 
of  the  1857  type,  the  truth  respecting  which 
has  at  last  been  unearthed  by  El  Averlguador ; 
the  6  c.  and  8  c.  of  Belgium,  whose  history 
is  so  ably  given  by  Mr.  Overy  Taylor  in  our 
last  number,  and  the  \  g.gr.  brown  on  white, 
ofBrnuRwick.  Austrian  Italy  produced  a 
trio  of  adhesives,  which  had  not  time  to  cir- 
culate, their  places  being 
filled  by  a  new  issue ;  I  need 
scarcely  say  that  I  refer  to 
the  2,  3,  and  15  soldi  of  the 
18G1-2  series.  The  Connell 
stamp,  of  New  Brunswick,  is 
sometimes  termed  an  essay, 
but  this  is  an  error,  as  it 
undoubtedly  had  a  few  days'  existence  as  a 
postage  stamp. 

As  a  natural  sequence  to  essays,  one  is  led 
to  speak  of  proofs.  By  that  title  I  do  not 
mean  such  rubbish  as  the  Hanover — taken 
afler  the  issue  had  ceased — but  impressions 
of  the  die  struck  before  any  stamps  were 
printed  from  it,  in  their  emitted  colours. 
As  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  procure  good 
proofs,  the  obtaining  of  them  must  be 
left  entirely  to  the  inclination,  wealth,  or  in- 
fluence of  the  collector.  They  can  only  be 
called  subsidiaries  to i^ostage-stamp  collecting. 
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This  remark  will,  of  course,  apply  with 
much  greater  force  to  essays,  always  ex- 
cepting the  adopted  ones  I  have  enumerated. 

Having  disposed  of  what  I  may  term  two 
extraneous  points  of  philately,  the  next  thing 
is  to  consider  upon  what  system  we  ought  to 
collect,  so  as  to  obtain  the  highest  amount  of 
intellectual  and  practical  benefit.  I  may 
premise  the  well-known  fact  that  our  study 
is  divided  into  two  schools,  the  followers  of 
which  are  as  opposite  in  their  tenets  as  the 
Christian  and  the  Moslem.  Sundry  de- 
signations have  been  proposed  to  distinguish 
these  schools,  but  the  false  titles  of"  French  " 
and  "English"  are  still  clung  to  with  ri- 
diculous pertinacity. 

There  are  various  gradations  in  the  thop- 
mometrical  ideas  of  collectors ;  the  following 
are  the  principles  of  the  "good  old-fietshioned  '* 
amateur,  whom  I  will  place  at  zero.  He 
only  takes  stamps  issued  to  the  public ; 
and  confines  himself  to  one  shade,  except 
where  there  is  a  prominent  difference,  as  ia 
the  red  and  vermilion  penny  Antigua.  He 
ignores  perforation  and  paper,  and  outs  up 
his  envelopes.  Ttiis  is  the  wrongly-named 
"  English  **  mode  of  collecting.  It  has  its 
advanta:(e.^,  but  they  are  so  few  that  they  can 
be  summed  up  in  a  single  sentence,— economy 
of  money,  time,  and  labour.  It  is  a  system 
I  cannot  honestly  praise,  except  to  those 
who  make  of  their  pleasures  a  doleefar  nienie. 

Philatelists  of  what  must  be  called  the 
moderate  French  school,  take  varieties  of 
perfoi*ation,  paper,  and  watermark,  and  the 
leading  shades  of  each  stamp.  They  also 
endeavour  to  obtain  their  envelopes  un- 
rautilated.  Most  add  authenticated  locals, 
and  in  this  I  think  them  decidedly  right. 

The  old  Greek  saying,  arision  metron^  is 
fully  borne  out  in  arranging  a  stamp  albam, 
and  the  course  1  have  just  mentioned  is  the 
one  I  have  to  recommend.  Its  advantag^es 
are  as  undeniable  as  they  are  numerous,  and 
cannot  but  present  themselves  to  those  who 
look  upon  their  albums  as  something  better 
than  mere  play  things.  That  varieties  shoo  Id 
be  taken  in  inodcrcUuw^  was  most  pertinently 
demonstrated  by  Mr.  Overy  Taylor,  whose 
name,  and  the  word  ccnsistency,  seem,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  convertible  terms.  What  can 
be  truer  than  the  following  remarks  of  that 
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writer  ?  "  If  only  one  series  of  each  type  be 
collected,  then  the  collection  is  valuable  for 
illustrative  purposes,  but  for  no  other.*' 
This  may  be  given  as  the  axis  upon  which  all 
our  arguments  revolve. 

If  it  were  possible  to  define  the  line  which 
separates  the  intentional  from  the  accidental 
varieties,  we  might  then  confine  our  attention 
solely  to  the  former;  but  this,  as  we  all 
know,  is  utterly  out  of  the  question.  What, 
then,  must  we  do  ? 

I  have  no  wish  to,  and  indeed  cannot,  lay 
down  any  dogmatic  or  standard  rule,  for  a 
great  deal  must  be  left  to  the  opportunities 
and  judgment  of  the  collector.  My  advice, 
however,  is,  that  the  beginner  should  en- 
deavour to  first  obtain  two  shades  of  each 
colour,  the  darkest  and  lightest  (so  that  they 
be  not  faded)  that  he  can  find,  and  then,  as 
his  collection  increases,  he  would  be  able  to 
add  intercalary  shades.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  I  have  used  the  word  shade  in  con- 
tradiction to  that  of  colour.  To  show  my 
application  of  the  latter  term,  I  will  instance 
the  imperforate  penny  Barbados.  Among 
these  are  numerous  gradations  of  tone,  but 
in  reality  there  is  only  one  colour — blue ; 
however,  for  simplification,  I  bracket  the  dull 
and  deep  blues  together,  as  representing 
differences  of  one  colour,  but  sky  blue  and 
greenish  blue  I  consider  as  separate  colours. 

According  to  my  arrangement  for  be- 
ginners, the  colours  of  the  stamp  in  question 
are  as  follows  : — 

C  Dull  blue 
\  Deep  blue 
Greenish  blue 
Sky  blue 
Chalky  blue. 

I  will  briefly  refer  to  another  oft-disputed 
subject — perforation.  A  stamp  perforated 
16,  is  as  different  from  another  of  the  same 
design  and  colour,  but  perforated  12,  as  in 
botany  are  eatable  agarici  from  those  which 
are  poisonous. 

It  is  through  a  knowledge  of  perforation 
that  many  a  collector  has  been  saved  from 
buying  reprints ;  take  for  example  the  1  c. 
rose  British  Guiana,  which  was  issued  with 
12  dents,  but  is  reproduced  with  13.  Look 
again  at  the  1858  emissions  of  Austria  and 
Austrian  Italy,  and  then  if  you  can  fairly  cry 


Gui  bono  !  I  give  you  leave  to  call  my  opinions 
preposterous.  Let  us  be  thorough  in  our 
study,  and  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  shell  of 
the  philatelic  nut,  when  with  a  little  trouble 
we  can  obtain  the  kernel. 

In  the  June  number  of  this  journal  was  an 
article  by  Mr.  Tiffany  (which  originally  ap- 
peared in  TJie  American  Stamp  Mercury), 
suggesting  that  tyros  should  be  content  with 
one  stamp  as  a  specimen  of  its  class ;  for  in- 
stance, taking  New  Zealand  (his  own  illus- 
tration) as  an  example :  a  2d.,  on  white, 
without  watermark  or  perforation  ;  a  Is.,  on 
white,  with  star  watermark,  but  no  per- 
foration, and  so  on. 

The  idea  is  an  ingenious  one,  and  is  a  great 
improvement  upon  the  narrow  principles  of 
the  ultra  English  school,  but  it  is  open  to 
objections.  To  show  the  faultiness  of  the 
system,  I  will  suppose  that  a  collector  has  a 
large  bulget  of  early  Victorian,  from  which 
he  intends  to  arrange  those  with  the  star 
watermark.  Taking  Mr.  Pemberton's  mono- 
graph as  his  guide,  he  decides  upon  making 
the  following  six  stamps  the  representatives 
of  the  Jila J ramirte  in  question. 

Queen  enthroned,  one  penny,  imperforate. 

„  sixpence,     M.  large  serpentine. 

„  „  rouletted. 

Kinblems  at  angles,  one  penny,  imperforate. 

„  „  machine  perf.  12. 

„  fourpence,  rouletted. 

He  would  be  almost  certain  to  find  some  im- 
perforate copies  of  the  higher  values ;  and, 
most  likely,  the  unenumerated  rouletted  of 
this  watermark ;  but  he  would  probably  have 
a  very  long  search  before  he  discovered  the 
'*  serpentine  "  sixpenny.  According  to  Mr. 
Tiffany's  plan,  our  collector  would  have  to 
discard  two  different  stamps  of  each  type  (I 
have  not  considered  shades),  which  at  some 
future  time  would  doubtless  cost  him  more 
than  double  the  money  to  obtain.  This,  for 
a  system  the  basis  of  which  is  economy,  will 
never  do. 

After  a  long  experience  of  the  moderate 
(so-called)  French  plan,  I  cannot  do  other- 
wise than  pronounce  it  the  best,  as  being 
more  reasonable,  practicable,  and  advan- 
tageous than  any  other.  Any  mode  of  col- 
looting  which  does  not  embrace  prominent 
differences  in  colour,  must  bo  dolectivo  ;  aad. 
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as  an  officially  perforated  stamp  is  not  com* 
plete  without  that  denticulation,  the  varia- 
tions in  these  ought  logically  to  be  taken 
note  of.  I  could  not  offer  a  better  model  to 
amateurs  than  the  list  of  1860-8,  British 
Guiana,  given  by  Mr.  Pemberton  at  page  29 
of  the  current  volume.  Those  stamps  upon 
medium-toned  paper  might  be  omitted,  if  the 
cataloG^ue  was  deemed  too  extensive. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  ruled  albums  have 
done  much  to  cramp  collecting,  for  I  have 
myself  known  cases  where  the  collector 
would  not  take  a  certain  distinctive  variety, 
merely  booause  Lallier  or  Oppen  had  not 
marked  a  space  for  it.  Ruled  spaces  are  a 
decided  mistake,  and  the  sooner  they  are  done 
away  with,  and  blank  pages  substituted,  the 
better.  If  the  list  of  emissions  is  given  upon 
the  opposite  page  to  the  one  devoted  to  the 
stamps,  the  collector  does  not  require  to  be 
shown  how  to  place  the  specimens,  if  he  is 
endowed  with  even  a  modicum  of  common 
sense. 

So  much  has  been  written  to  show  the 
absurdity  of  cutting  envelopes,  that  I  need 
only  barely  refer  to  it.  There  are  certain  re- 
printed envelopes  which  it  is  impossible  to 
distinguish  from  the  genuine,  unless  they  are 
in  a  state  of  entirety.  To  take  one  instance 
out  of  many,  I  will  mention  the  Destelgeld- 
frei  Hanover,  the  originals  of  which  were 
only  gummed  at  the  extremity  of  the  flap  ; 
whereas  the  reprints  have  mucilage  along 
the  edges. 

As  the  pecuniary  value  of  an  envelope  is 
decreased  one  half  at  least,  after  the  applica- 
tion of  the  scissors,  such  a  course  always 
seems  to  me  as  foolish  as  clipping  sovereigns 
and  throwing  away  the  dust. 

The  collecting  of  official  and  newspaper 
stamps  I  must  consider  in  another  paper. 


INVERTED  AND  REVERSED 
WATERMARKS. 

BY  BBV.  BOBERT  B.  EAREB. 

Since  the  appearance  of  my  article  on  in- 
verted watermarks,  which  you  were  good 
enough  to  insert,  I  have  received  com- 
munications from  several  brother  philatelists 
on  the  subject ;  and,  by  their  politeness,  I  am 


enabled  to  add  a  few  more  varieties  to  my 
list,  as  follows : — 

Argentine,  1864,  five  centaroe  carmine,  inverted  "  r.a." 
British  Columbia,  1866,  threepence  blue,  inverted  crown 

and  **  ex:." 
Hong  Kong,  1865,  four  cents  grey,  inverted  crown  and 

»♦  cc." 
Modena,  1854,  one  lira  white,  inverted  "m.** 
New  South  Wales,  sixpence,  square,  violet,  inverted  **6.'* 

,,  „    inverted  "12." 

New  Zealanil,  1863,  sixpence  brown,  inverted  "  s.z. 

„  „  „     one  shilling  green,  inverted  **  n.x." 

Western  Australia,  1856,  one  penny  black,  inverted  swan. 

I  must  tell  you  that  I  have  not  seen  all  the 
above-mentioned  stamps,  but  I  give  them  on 
the  authority  of  those  who  actually  possess 
them. 

Your  correspondent,  "  G.  W.  B.,"  speaks 
of  reversed  watermarks  in  his  article ;  I  have 
had  a  few  examples  of  them  in  my  posses- 
sion  for  some  time,  but  I  did  not  venture  to 
catalogue  them,  lest  the  purists  and  carpists 
(urged  beyond  all  patience  by  what  they 
must  consider  as  mere  transcendentalism  on 
my  part)  should  come  down  upon  me  with 
one  accord,  and  extinguish  me  altogether. 
As  it  is,  I  confess  that  I  fully  expected 
to  see  that  extinct  and  fossil  mamma), 
the  "  Pendragon,"  galvanized  into  life,  to 
slay  and  devour  the  innovation  and  its 
author.  You  may  imagine,  then,  that  I 
thought  I  had  gone  quite  far  enough  when 
I  wrote  concerning  the  inverted  watermarks  ; 
but  now  that  another  correspondent  has 
stated  that  he  collects  reversed  watermarks^ 
I  may  say  that  I  do  so  too.  Unfortunately, 
I  have  not  got  many  specimens  as  yet ;  they 
seem  to  be  more  uncommon  than  the  inverted 
ones.  I  have  seen  the  South  Australians 
watermarked  with  crown  and  "a.s.,"  in- 
stead of  "  s.A."  ;  and  also  the  Argentines  of 
1864  with  "  A.R.'* ;  but  in  my  own  possession 
I  have  at  present  only  the  following  : — 

New  South  Wales,  one  shilling  square,  rose,  reversed 

"  12." 
Queensland,  one  penny  red  and  sixpence  green,  reversed 

crown  and  "q." 
Tasmania,  fourpence  blue,  reversed  "  4." 
Victoria,  tenpence  red-brown,  reversed  "  10." 

Those  who  collect  the  inverted  watermarks 
will,  of  a  surety,  accept  the  reversed  ones 
also,  sooner  or  later,  for  the  same  argument 
applies  with  equal  force  to  both  ;  that  is  to 
say,  they  are  both  errors  of  manipulation. 
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anJ,  therefore,  if  one  be  accepted,  tho  other 
ranst  bo  accepted  too,  nod  vice  ver»d ;  bo  that 
we  may  borrow  for  them  the  motto  of  Mr. 
Durbin'apets, — "United,  ve  aland  ;  dicided, 
ice  fall:' 

INTERNATIONAL  POSTAGE. 
The  PottamUllall  contains  a  memorial  treat- 
ing of  the  International  Postal  Conference, 
which  was  drawn  np  in  the  Berlin  General 
PoBt-office,  and  bos  been  approved  hy  the 
imperial  chancellor.  It  contains  some  iu- 
teresting  obaerrations  on  international  postal 
arrangements. 

The  treaties  concluded  of  lato  years 
between  varions  states,  have,  it  says,  pre- 
pared the  way  for  a  farther  simplification  of 
the  business  of  the  post,  and  the  qaestion 
DOW  arisea  whether  a  general  postal  congress 
might  not  remove  some  of  the  inconveniences 
which  still  exist.  Snch  a  congress  would 
not  have  to  discnss  theories,  nor  to  draw  up 
a  programme,  but,  if  possible,  to  establish  a 
single  treaty  between  all  the  countries  in- 
terested in  the  matter. 

The  following  points  are  tben  specially 
proposed: 

I. — The  countries  hereaflcr  mentioned 
shall  be  comprehended  in  the  same  postal 
arrangements.  The  states  of  Europe,  Asiatic 
Kossia,  and  Turkey,  Algiers,  the  Spaniifh 
possessions  in  Northern  Africa,  the  Canary 
Islands,  Madeira,  the  United  States  of 
America,  Canada,  and  the  rest  of  the  British 
possessions  in  North  America,  and  Greenland, 

II. — The  charge  for  asiugle  letter  passing 
from  one  country  to  another  within  the 
whole  of  this  immense  postal  district,  without 
any  difference  being  made  on  account  of  tho 
distance  of  the  destination,  shall  amount  to 
20  centimes  if  prepaid,  and  40  centimes  if 
DO  paid. 

a. — In  case  of  sea  transit  of  more  than  300 
knots  an  extra  cl)arge  of  not  more  than  20 
centimes  per  letter,  whether  prepaid  or  not, 
may  be  made,, to  cover  the  expenses  there- 
from arising. 

fc. — The  letters  being  paid  in  tho  coin  of 
the  various  states,  a  slight  difference  in 
charge  mnst  be  made  as  the  coinage  of  the 
coDDtriea  interested   does  not  entirely  cor- 


respond, but  this  variation  from  the  normal 
rate  onght  never  to  exceed  five  centimes. 

HI.— The  weight  of  a  single  letter  almll  be 
fixed  at  15  grammes;  when  this  weight  is 
exceeded  a  double  rate  is  to  be  charged. 

o.— The  masimnm  weight  of  a  letter  shall 
bo  250  grammes. 

6.— In  countries  where  the  metric  and 
decimal  system  has  not  been  introduced,  tho 
closest  possible  approach  shall  be  made  to 
the  above-mentioned  weights  in  the  system 
in  use.— G(o6a. 


A   BATCH   OP  NOVELTIES. 


BDWA1U>  I..   PEMBSaTOM. 

Enoxville. — The  engraving  represents  the 

earliest  stamps  issnedby 

the   postmaster   of  this 

k     place ;  it  was  adhesive, 

^  black  on  whit«  ;  and  en- 

^  velope,    olive-green     on 

W  various     papers.        The 

f     specimen  from  which  wo 

engrave  belongs  to   Dr. 

Petrie'n    collection,   and 

is  unknown  in  Europe. 

CHABLEaTOS. — When  Mr.  Scott  wrote  his 

Eaper  on  Confederate  Provisionals  last  year, 
e  did  not  appear  to  have  met  with  the 
Charleston  envelope.  There  is  a  beautiful 
specimen  in  Mr  Philbrick's  collection ;  the 
design  is  like  tho  adhesive,  less  the  outer 
rayed  ground  and  border ;  the  numeral  is 
longer  and  less  spreading,  with  CTS  under 
it  in  letters  of  uniform  thinness  throughout. 
This  extreme  rarity  is  printed  in  deep  blue, 
and  tho  envelope  is  of  yellow  laid  paper. 

PETEBaBUitO. — We  may  appropriately  men- . 
tion  here,  that  there  are  two  dies  of  this 
value  (perhaps  more)  ;  those  we  have  seen, 
vary  in  the  position  of  the  ornaments  by  sido 
of  numeral  5. 

CoLUMUiA. — This  is  another  city  in  tho 
late  Confederate  States  which  issued  a 
provisional  postage  stamp;  it  is  scarcely 
known  in  Europe,  but  it  is  not  a  loss  so  far 
as  appearances  are  concerned.  An  ungainly 
figure  5  occupies  the  centre  of  an  oval,  and 
this  again  is  enclosed  in  another ;  and 
between  the  two  is  printed  P.  o.  COLUMBIA, 
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a.  c.  PAID,  all  Id  capitals.  I(  U  haadataniped 
in  blno,  upon  all  sorts  of  envelopes  ;  and  we 
are  not  aware  that  it  exists  as  an  adhesive. 

Ceilon  Envelopes. — The  Id.  and  2d. 
were  issned  in  I8£>7 ;  the  otherit  at  intervals 
afler.  This  is  not  according  to  our  nsual 
aathorities,  each  of  whom  gives  ISCl  as  the 
earliest  date  for  an  issae  of  stamped  en- 
velopes. 

AuHTitiA. — lb  may  not  be  generally  known 
that  the  printing  of  the  AO  krenzer,  of  the 
current  set,  has  been  discontinaed  for,  at 
least,  the  last  six  months;  and  the  valae 
will  bscome  obsolete,  if  it  is  not  already. 

Fiji  IsLANns. — We  have  to  chronicle 
another  valne — ninepence.  We  have  also  to 
add  a  variety  of  the  Cd.,  on  batonnS  paper. 

South  Australia. — The  lOd.,  with  black 
■nrcharging,    exists  with  three  varieties  of 

Crforation ;  Ist,  rotiletted,  as  chronicled 
It  month;  2Dd,  M.  12-13,  compound;  3rd, 
M.  lOi,  top  and  bottom,  with  12-13  cora- 
pottnd  at  sides. 

Brb<ii8S. — It  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
noted  tbat  of  the  machine  perforated  stamps 
there  are  two  varieties,  13  and  \G ;  of  the 
first  there  is  a  foil  set ;  of  the  other  we  have 
S  and  10  grote  only. 


KEWLY-ISSUED   OR   INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Spain. — We  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  the 

first  to  reproduce  the  type  which,  if  we  are 

correctly  informed,  has  been  adopted  by  the 

]  government  for  the  forth- 
coming series  of  Spanish 
stamps,  It  may  be  said  to 
mark  a  new  era  in  European 
postage-stamp  portraits,  as 
DO  attempt  had  previoasly 
been  made  to  give  the  fea> 
tares  of  royalty  on  such  a 
(comparatively)  large  scale,  and  to  prodnce 
a  life-like  appearance.  The  profile  of  Queen 
Victoria  is  an  idea),  that  of  the  French 
Emperor  is  the  expresssion  of  a  Knpoleonio 
idea,  whilst  the  other  portraits  are  mere 
engravers'  iaanitiea.  That  of  Amadous  I.  is, 
on  the  other  hand,  remarkable  for  its 
truthfulness ;  the  likeness  is  nnmistakable, 
and  it  is  large  cnongh  to  give  room  for  the 


clear  delineation  of  every  feature.  In  this 
respect  it  reminds  one  forcibly  of  the  two- 
cent  American,  with  head  of  old  Hickory. 
As  to  the  general  contour  of  the  face,  it  is 
not  difficalt  to  trace  therein  a  "  lamily  like- 
ness" to  Victor  Emanuel. 

The  framework  is  of  fair  aven^  merit, 
hut  presents  no  very  salient  point ;  and  we 
fear  that  the  border  does  not  leave  room  for 
the  expression  in  prominent  characters  of 
the  lengthy  denomination  of  value  found  on 
Spanish  si  amps. 

Only  a  few  copies  of  the  design  above 
represented  have  been  struck  ofi*;  and  the 
colours  are  not  yet  decided  on.  Wo  hope, 
however,  soon  to  hare  intelligence  of  both 
colours  and  values,  as  we  are  promised 
early  impressions  of  the  forthcoming  series. 

Japan. — We  were  able  last  month  to  refer 
to  a  rnmour  to  the  effect  that  stamps  for  the 
Japanese  empire  wei*e  really  in  preparation, 
and  onr  Brighton  contemporary's  last  num- 
ber contained  engravings  of  the  said  stamps. 
These  we  have  now  the  privilege  of  repro- 
ducing ;  and  whilst  rendering  our  hearty 
acknowledgments  to  our  contemporary  for 
allowing  us  the  use  of  the  cats,  we  have  also 
to  congratulate  him  on  his  good  fortune  and 
enterprise  in  describing  and  engraving  these 
stamps  before  anyone  else  knew  of  them. 


From  information  and  specimens  we  have 
since  received,  we  are  in  a  position  to  state 
that  besides  the  three  stamps  here  repre- 
sented, a  fonrth  exists,  and  perhaps  others. 
TheyareallonverythinChinesewovepaperof 
a  yellowish  tinge,  and  are  lithographed.  The 
inscription  in  the  centre  is  black,  and  the 
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Canada  Post  Card 


THE   A0DREB8  ONLY   TO   BE   WHITTEH   ON   THIS  SIDE. 


^ 


iitfea^E^SSS^S^^^^^I^Sffif 


sarronDding  design  in  colour.  From  the 
extreme  grotesqneaeaa  of  the  device,  which 
maj'  be  technicatly  described  as  two  dragons 
rampant,  with  interlooped  tails,  we  were  at 
fint  inclined  to  entirely  discredit  the  state- 
ment of  the  Qerman  magazine,  to  the  effect 
that  these  stamps  wore  the  prodnction  of  a 
German  firm ;  bat  oar  opinion  has  been  at 
least  modified  on  this  point,  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  outer  border  is  com- 
posed of  a  rather  finely  drawn  Greek  pattern, 
with  which  we  shonld  imagine  the  Japanese 
nrtists  ore  not  ^miliar.  Nevertheless,  the 
&ct  that  the  design  has  been  separately  en- 
grared  for  each  valne,  and  the  posture  of 
tiie  dragons  differs  in  each,  still  militates 
aftainst  the  European  origin  of  the  stunps. 
Whether,  however,  they  were  engraved  in 
Earope    or   not,    it  is    evident     that    tbe 

Erinting  took  place  in  Japan,  for  the  colonni 
ivt  the  trae  '*  celestial "  brilliancy  and 
depth  of  tint.  The  black  inscription  has 
evidently  been  struck  in  a  separate  operation  ; 
and  in  some  of  the  specimens  it  trenches  on 
the  border. 

The  value  is  eipreased  in  "mon»;"  the 
lowest  being  worth  48,  and  the  highest  500. 
We  know  not  whether  the  man  is  a  fraction 
of  the  iebebu,  which,  according  to  oar 
Brighton  contemporary,  ia  the  principal 
Japanese  coin,  and  equals  1/4^  of  onr  mooey ; 
bat  if  so,  it  ia  the  l-lG50th  part  thereof,  as 


100  mm*  are  equal  to  a  penny.     The  valnea 
aod  colours  are  as  follows  r — 

48  nums         dark  brown. 
100  (or  96)  „  indigo. 


200  , 


red. 


500  „  green. 

The  three  lower  ones  are  in  onr  possession ; 
the  highest  has  been  mentioned  by  The 
Philatelist.  In  explanation  of  the  double 
ecpression  of  valoe,  it  must  be  said  that  in 
Japan  the  96  numt  is  always  considered  and 
counted  as  a  hundred,  and  the  4S  sometimes 
as  50. 

For  the  guidance  of  our  readers,  we  have 
accompanied  each  engraving  with  the  men- 
tion of  its  colour.  The  unrepresented  stamp 
has  a  more  open  inscription;  the  little  square 
in  the  upper  part  has  two  curved  strokes 
inside,  and  below  the  square  is  a  cross. 

These  stamps  are  used  between  Teddo  and 
OsBca  and  the  intervening  towns  and 
villages ;  and  we  hope  tbe  correspondent  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  these  particulars 
will  be  good  enough  to  obtain  for  ns  the 
postal  tariff  which  governs  their  employment. 

Two  of  the  stamps  from  which  we  describe 
are  still  attached  to  a  fragment  of  tbe  letters 
which  they  franked;  and  their  postmark 
consists  of  an  oblong  rectangle  rather  broader 
than,  and  about  twice  the  length  of)  the 
stamp,  within  which  are  certain  Japanese 
cbaracters. 
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We  have  now,  we  think,  fully  described 
the  emission  which,  as  that  of  an  empire 
practically  unknown  to  the  civilised  world 
when  the  first  British  stamp  made  its  ap- 
pearance, is  of  surpassing  interest ;  and  we 
trust  that  the  enterprise  of  stamp  dealers 
will  soon  place  specimens  within  the  reach 
of  every  collector. 

Canada. — In  our  July  number  we  described 
the  new  one-cent  post  card  for  the  Dominion ; 
we  have  now  the  pleasure  to  give  (on  the  pre- 
ceding page)  an  approximate  representation 
of  the  same;  and  to  save  the  trouble  of 
reference,  we  repeat  the  information  that  the 
design  is  in  blue,  and  the  card  itself  buff. 

Sweden. — The  long-lived  Swedish  ad- 
hesives  are  to  be  relieved  from  service  on 
the  1st  January,  1872,  when  they  will  make 
room  for  an  entirely  new,  and,  let  us  hope, 
original  series,  comj)osed  of  the  following 
values,  viz. :  3,  5,  6,  12,  20,  30,  50  ore,  and 
1  rix-dollar.  In  other  words,  the  values  will 
be  the  same  as  the  present,  with  a  new  one 
a*lded — the  rix-dollar;  bub  with  the  adhesives 
will  appear  also  a  12  ore  envelope  and  a  12 
ore  post  card.  It  is  rather  strange  that  the 
card  should  be  as  dear  as  the  envelope. 
What  can  be  the  advantage  in  using  it  on 
those  terms  ?  The  cards,  it  is  true,  are  to 
be  sold  at  their  facial  value,  whilst  another 
ore  will  be  added  to  the  facial  value  of  the 
envelopes,  if  not  more  than  ten  are  bought  at 
a  time,  and  half  an  ore  for  greater  quantities ; 
still  there  is  not  very  much  difference  be- 
tween the  all-hiding  envelope  and  the  all- 
displaying  card.  Colours  and  designs  are  as 
et  unknown,  but  the  correspondent  who 
as  kindly  favoured  us  with  the  foregoing 
information  has  promised  to  furnish  us  with 
proofs  on  cardboard  as  soon  as  possible. 

FttANCE. — In  The  Morning  Post  last  month, 
it  was  stated  that  post  cards  were  about  to 
be  introduced  into  France,  and  that  they 
would  bo  charged  half  the  ordinary  postage. 
By  this  we  understand  that  post  cards  of  5 
and  10  centimes  are  to  be  issued ;  the  former 
for  communications  delivered  in  the  district 
within  which  they  are  posted,  the  latter  for 
communications  to  any  part  of  the  empire. 

We  clip   from  a   Parisian  paper  of  the 

beginning  of  last  month  the  following  item: — 

Paris  is  su&ring  now  from  an  inuadation  of  false  10 


I 


and  20  centime  postage  fttamps,  which  is  really  nir- 

S rising.  These  stamps  are,  it  appears,  obtained  £rom  new 
ies,  with  the  effigy  of  the  republic,  which  hare  been 
stolen.  They  can  with  difficulty  be  recognised;  one 
single  detail  of  engranng,  uncompleted  at  the  time  of  the 
thelt,  distinguishes  them  from  the  genuine  irapresBUHKS. 
But  the  police  arc  on  the  track  of  the  counterfeiters,  who, 
notwithstanding  all  their  stamps,  will  hardly  be  able  to 
go  free  themselTes. 

It  appears  as  if  the  engraved  republic  series 
was  here  referred  to,  and  not  the  Bordeaux 
type ;  if  so,  a  new  emission  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  probabilities. 

Our  Brighton  contemporary,  in  the  last 
number,  gives  some  details  respecting  the 
stamps  said  to  have  been  used  to  frank 
letters  which  were  delivered  in  Paris  by 
private  agents  during  the  reign  of  the  Com- 
mune. We  do  not  question  the  authenticity 
of  these  stamps,  though,  on  the  authority  of 
a  correspondent  on  the  other  side  of  tbo 
channel,  we  do  question  their  employment 
— at  any  rate  to  any  perceptible  extent,  but 
we  intend  ourselves  to  abstain  from  giving 
any  description  of  these  stamps,  as  we  have 
the  example  of  the  Hamburg  locals  before 
our  eyes,  and  do  not  wish  to  add  any  more 
shams  to  the  number  already  existin*^. 
It  can  easily  be  understood  that  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  verify  the  character  of 
stamps  which  might  bo  represented  as  being 
French  locals.  There  were  a  number  of 
agencies  at  work  to  fill  the  vacuum  caused 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  postal  authorities 
from  Paris  to  Versailles  during  the  Com- 
mune;  we  have  ourselves  enumerated  ia 
these  pages  some  of  the  means  employed  to 
keep  up  communication  between  Paris  and 
the  provinces,  and  there  may  have  been  many 
others  of  which  wo  have  no  information. 
Under  such  circumstances — and  we  are  at 
least  as  w6ll  placed  as  the  majority  of 
collectors  to  decide — we  could  not  say 
whether  a  stamp  asserted  to  have  been  used 
for  the  prepayment  of  correspondence  sent 
through  private  hands  was  so  used  or  not,  and 
acting  on  the  old  French  proverb,  Dans  le 
doute  abstiens-toij  we  should  certainly  not 
accept  it.  Were  it  once  established  that 
French  locals  of  this  class  were  deserving  of 
collection,  the  ingenuity  of  scheming  en- 
g^vers  and  sharpers  would  be  taxed  to  its 
utmost  to  reel  off  a  score  of  spurious  stamps 
to  supply  the  demand ;  some,  if  not  all,  would 


THE  Stamp-collector's  magazine. 


13f) 


be  accepted  by  collectors  who  will  not  reject 
doabtfal  varieties,  for  fear  they  uiay  be 
genuine,  and  forthwith  a  couple  of  pages 
would  be  consecrated  to  the  vermin  in  Moens* 
and  LaUier's  albums. 

Switzerland. — One  of  our  correspondents 
sends  us  a  Swiss  envelope — the  30  centime 
blue,  in  left  comer,  bearing  the  usual  dove 
watermark,  and  therefore  evidently  official, 
with  a  peculiar  flap  stamp,  consisting  of  a 
shield,  with  an  obscure  device  on  it,  supported 
by  griffins,  and  surmounted  by  a  coronet. 
The  envelope  came  from  Berne,  but  the  de- 
sign does  not  much  resemble  that  of  the 
"  Kan  ton  Bern  *  *  fiscal  stamps.  The  arms  are 
enclosed  in  a  beaded  oval,  and  as  the  im- 
pression of  the  upper  part  thereof  is  not 
clear,  it  would  seem  that  this  flap  stamp  was 
struck  afler  the  envelope  was  completed. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  vocation  gf  the 
senders  of  this  particular  envelope  to  justify 
the  addition  by  them  of  these  armorial  bear- 
ings ;  we  therefore  think  they  are  added  in 
the  Berne  post-office ;  and  if  so,  the  envelopes 
on  which  they  appear  become  varieties  of 
considerable  interest. 

Our  publishers  have  received  from  the 
Berne  post-office  an  envelope  bearing  neither 
watermark  nor  embossed  stamp,  but  in  the 
lower  lefl  comer  is  a  blue  circular  handstamp; 
the  inscription  reads  as  follows:  In  the 
outer  circle,  scuwbizebische  eiogenossen- 
scuArr;  in  the  inner  circle,  general  post 
DiBECTiON ;  in  the  centre,  on  a  g^und  of  hori- 
zontal lines,  is  the  usual  white  cross,  and  on 
the  flap  the  cross  appears  again  in  the  centre 
of  a  shield. 

HuNOABY. — The  series  of  Hungarian  ad- 
hesives  and  envelopes  recently  noticed,  and 
which  we  should  have  mentioned  as  being 
identical  in  its  values  and  colours  with  the 
Austrian  set,  seems  likely  to  have  but  a  brief 
circulation.  The  design  was  lithographed, 
and  lefl  much  to  desire  on  the  score  of  clear- 
ness. Probably  from  this  reason  the  postal 
authorities  have,  we  assume,  determined  to 
supersede  it  bv  an  engraved  and  identical 
design.  At  all  events  we  have  before  us  a  2 
kreuzer  stamp  bearing  a  design  engraved  with 
a  fineness  and  delicacy  which  could  not  bo 
surpassed  ;  and  it  is  in  all  respects  the  copy 
of  its  lithographed  predecessor.    The  portrait 


of  the  emperor  is  a  remarkable  one;  and 
we  shall  be  much  surprised  if  it  does  not 
turn  out  to  be  a  perfect  resemblance. 

Geumanv. — First  among  the  postal  emis- 
sions for  the  new  empire,  comes  an  unpre- 
tending post  card,  inscribed  with  the  words 

DEUTSCHES    BEICHS     POSIOEUIET — **  Post-office 

of  the  German  Empire" — an  inscription 
which  represents  a  fact,  and  not  an  "  idea." 
The  imperial  eagle  divides  the  first  two  of 
the  above  words  from  the  last.  It  is  a  single- 
headed  eagle,  and  its  two  legs  shoot  out 
straight  from  the  body  ;  in  an  escutcheon  on 
its  breast,  is  the  Prussian  eagle  with  its 
attributes.  Tho  card  whence  we  describe  is 
bufl*,  the  inscriptions  are  in  black,  and  there 
is  a  place  ruled  on  the  right-hand  side  to 
contain  the  adhesive  stamp. 

United  States. — We  noticed,  last  month, 
an  obsolete  local,  issued  by  Mr.  Crosby,  of 
New  York,  together  with  a  new  one  emana- 
ting from  the  same  source.  Mr.  Atlee  now 
informs  us  that  he  has  it  on  Mr.  Crosby's 
own  authority,  that  the  so-termed  obsolete 
stamp — an  oblong  oval — never  existed.  Mr. 
Atlee  adds,  and  we  willingly  accept  his  cor- 
rection, that  we  are  wrong  in  stating  that 
Crosby's  stamp  is  not  used  for  letters ;  and 
the  introduction  to  Mr.  Atlee's  paper,  in  the 
current  number,  contains  the  explanation  of 
the  anomaly  which  permits  private  agents  to 
carry  letters  within  New  York  city. 

Nevis. — The  one  penny  is  now  printed  in 
a  rosy  lake  shade,  approaching  that  of 
the  first  edition,  but  distinguishable  there- 
from by  the  paper,  which,  like  that  of  the 
preceding  issue  is  pure  white.  This  new 
variety  came  over  by  the  last  West  Indian 
mail,  together  with  supplies  of  the  penny 
orange-red. 

British  Columbia. — We  clip  from  The 
Tirnea  of  the  18th  ult.  the  following  infor- 
mation : — "  Canadian  papers  state  that  the 
postal-card  system  is  to  be  introduc-ed  into 
British  Columbia. ' '  Most  probably  specimens 
will  be  received  by  next  mail. 

Ceylon. — A  correspondent  writing  from 
Kandy,  informs  us  that  a  new  coinage  for 
the  island,  with  the  denomination  expressed 
in  cents,  is  shortly  to  make  its  appearance ; 
and,  he  adds,  no  doubt  the  stamps  will  also 
be  renewed.     In  thus  adopting  the  decimal 
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system,  Coylon  will  only  be  foDowtog  the 
example  of  the  Straits  Settlements. 

Victoria. — We  are  informed  by  a  oor- 
respondect  tbat  it  is  in  coutemplatioa  to 
issue  halfpenny  adhesive  stamps  to  be  used 
to  prepay  the  postage  on  local  town  letters. 

St.  Vincent. — The  penny  stamp  of  this 
island,  hitherto  printed  in  red,  ia  now 
changed  to  black. 


PAPERS  FOE  BEGINNERS.— No.  XIV. 


This  magazine  may  claim  for  itself  the  honoar 
of  introdncing  to   pobUo  notice   the  town 

I  which  gives  its  name  to  the 
gradnated  series  of  stamps 
we  are  about  to  examine. 
Prior  to  the  year  18C3,  the 
question,  Where  is  Bergo- 
dorfP  wonld  have  formed  a 
good  connndium;  and  I 
feel  sure  that  "Give  it  np "  wonld  have 
been  the  answer  of  many  well-iaformed 
persons  who  could  have  accurately  indicated 
the  latitude  and  longitude  of  Kamschatka. 
In  the  second  number  otThe  Stamp-CoUector't 
Mcujaiine,  however,  there  appeared  an  iu- 
teresting  article  on  Bergedorf,  to  which  I  am 
now  glad  to  have  recourse  myself,  to  brush 
np  my  knowledge  of  that  out-of-the-way 
locality,  and  for  the  compilation  of  which 
the  author  must  have  felt,  to  some  extent, 
repaid  by  the  gratitude  of  philatelists.  It 
gave  to  the  mythical  German  town  a  local, 
though  somewhat  nncertain  habitation  ;  for, 
acco^ng  to  the  contradictory  testimony 
of  the  gazetteers  consulted  b^  the  author,  it 
is  on  the  Bille,  or  Rilte,  and  is  distant  "  nine 
miles  E.;  ten  miles E.S.E.;  twelvemilesB.  ; 
ten  miles  E.;  twelve  miles  E.S.E.,  and 
twelve  kilometres  S.  E.  of  Hamburg.  It 
was  once  a  troublesome  little  place,  a  thorn 
in  the  side  of  the  twin  commercial  giants  of 
otherdays — Hambnrgand  Lubeck.  Wicked 
and  highly  romantic  robbers  took  refuge  in 
its  castle,  and  thence  sallied  out  to  ODtaia 
forced  loans  from  travellers,  and  to  requi- 
sition  surrounding  oommunos  in  the  most 


approved  style.  One  fine  day,  however,  the 
peace-loving  burgesses  of  Hamburg  and 
Lnbeck  united,  and,  atler  an  attack  on  the 
town,  they  regularly  smoked  the  hometa 
out  of  their  nests  in  the  rocks,  and  the 
dramatic  brigand  was  seen  no  more  in  those 
parts.  That  was  early  in  the  fifteenth 
century;  and  soon  afler  a  certain  duke  of 
Saxony,  who  had  been  a  protector  of  the 
Bergedorf  band  of  brothers,  made  over  his 
rights  to  Hamburg  and  Lobeck  jointly. 
Ever  since  then  the  town  has  been  sinking 
deeper  and  deeper  into  oblivion  ;  its  very 
history  has  to  be  dug  out  of  old  mannscripts ; 
and,  bat  for  the  fortunate  advent  of  philately, 
it  is  impossible  to  say  what  would  have  be- 
come of  it. 

The  foregoing  (very  thin)  slice  of  history 
is  a  necessary  introduction  to  the  stndy  of 
the  stamps  themselves,  for  the  central  figure 
of  their  unique  design  is  formed  of  a  tower, 
and  the  half  of  an  eagle,  of  which  the  other 
half  is  evidently  held  in  durance  vile.  Tbia 
quaint  device  is  composed  of  the  arms  of 
Himburg  and  Lubeck,  the  twp  protecting 
cities,  which,  it  may  be  mentioned,  for  more 
than  four  hundred  years  alternately  nomi- 
nated the  baihff  or  governor  of  Bergedorf; 
and  each  supplied  an  equal  nnmber  of  sol- 
diers to  garrison  the  castle.  The  subor- 
dinate position  of  the  town  is  further  denoted 
by  the  four  corner  letters  in  the  inner  square 
— L.  H,  p.  A. — which  signify  Lubeck  (and) 
Hamburg  poet  ami  (post  office).  It  seems 
strange  at  first  that  a  town  which  had  de- 
generated into  a  mere  suburb  of  Hamburg 
should  be  allowed  to  issue  stamps,  and  have 
a  semi- independent  existence  of  its  own  ;  but 
in  this  very  fact  we  get  a  glimpse  of  old 
feudal  practices  and  traditions.  The  town 
was  placed  in  the  position  of  a  vassal,  but 
its  allegiance  was  dne  to  commercial  cities 
which  sometimes  were  hardly  put  to  it  to 
maintain  their  own  independence ;  bo,  whilst 
Bergedorf  was  snubbed  by  its  more  powerfiil 
neighbours,  they  on  their  side  had  too  much 
kind  feeling  for  a  sister  town  to  govern  it 
out  of  existence  altogether,  and  so  left  it 
some  of  the  sjrmbols  of  sovereignty.  When 
the  North  German  Coolederation  was  es- 
tablished in  1866,  a  good  many  usefiilinstita- 
tions,  together  with  not  a  few  time-honoured 
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ahams  were  annihilated ;  and  it  is  among' 
theae  latt«r,  I  fear,  that  the  Bergedorf  post- 
office  mnst  be  clHsaed.  Let  ua  hope,  bow* 
ever,  that  the  Bergedorf  postmaster  escaped 
the  Tate  of  his  office,  for  he  mnst  have  been 
a  man  of  some  originality,  and  bent  on 
marking  his  tenure  of  the  situation  by  a 
strikiog  ioDOTalion.  To  that  effect  he 
"created"  (to  use  the  French  expression) 
the  stamps  whicli  form  the  raiton  d'etre  of 
this  present  article. 

The  intelligent  inhabitants  of  Bergedorf 
did  not  participate  until  somewhat  late  in 
the  day  in  the  blessings  of  postage  stamps. 
It  was  not  until  November,  1861,  that  the 
first  pair  saw  the  light.  They  were  the  half 
schilling  black  on  violet  }'aper,and  the  three 
schilling  black  on  rose.  These  two  stamps, 
and  especially  the  latter,  have  attained  a  high 
degree  of  rarity.  How  many  forgeries  of 
them  have  been  concocted  1  leave  it  to  Hr. 
Atlee  to  say  ;  bat  without  trenching  on  his 
groond,  I  may  mention  the  one  simple  and 
unfailing  test  of  genuinenesB,  and  that  is — 
identity  in  every  detail  of  engraving  with 
the  common  stamps  of  the  same  valaes,  viz., 
\  schilling  indigo  and  3  schilling  purple  on 
rose.  The  rare  and  the  common  are  one 
sad  ail/rom  the  sama  diet;  therefore  colour 
is  the  only  distinguishing  point,  and  the 
slightest  variation  from  the  common  type  is 
damnatory.  To  young  beginners,  for  whom 
thesu  papers  are  written,  and  who  are  think- 
ing of  investing  in  a  pair  of  first  issue  Berge- 
dorf, my  advice  wonld  be — Don't !  unless 
yon  are  prepared  to  pay  a  very,  high  price 
for  them,  and  are  dealing  with  a  stamp 
merchant  who  has  a  character  to  lose. 

The  second  series  of  stamps  was  issued 
only  eleven  days  after  the  appearance  of  the 
first.  Its  values  are  pretty  well  known  ; 
still,  as  they  are  now  obsolete,  it  may  be 
as  well  to  mention  that  tbey  are  as 
fullows: — 

^-schilling  black  on  violet. 

1        „  „  white. 

n      „  .,  ysUow. 

o        „        purple  on  rose. 

i        „        black  on  brown. 
U  wonld  seem  that  the  two  rare  stamps — 
though  by  the  accident  of  their  appearance 
before  the  rest  they  are  considered  to  forma 


distinct  series — oDgbt  rather  to  be  deemed 
varieties,  seeing  that  they  were  not  engraved 
before  the  other  valaes,  and  that  they  show 
the  same  diHtinctions  of  size. 

All  five  stamps  were  lithographed.  They 
remained  in  circnlation  until  1867,  when  the 
post-office  business  was 
made  over  to  the  Con- 
federation, and  after 
their  suppression  a  sheet 
of  proofs,  taken  in  black 
fi^m  the  original  stone, 
made  its  appearance. 
From  this  interesting 
witness  we  have  evidence  of  the  order  in 
which  the  stamps  were  drawn.  On  the 
first  line  are  found  the  4  and  the  1|  sch., 
below  these  the  3  and  the  1  sch.,  and  under 
them  again  the  \  sch.  Beneath  the  J  sch. 
appears  the  impression  of  a  new  and  un- 
known type  for  a  4  sch.  stamp,  of  which 
the  annexed  engraving  is  a  copy.  It  appears 
that  this  value  was  so  ext«nBive1y  forged  at 
Hamburg,  that  the  Bergedorf  postal  author- 
ities had  caused  this  new  design  to  bo 
prepared,  and  were  aboat  to  isane  it  when 
the  war  of  1866  broke  out,  and  the  project 
fell  through.  On  this  sheet  of  original 
proofs  a  peculiar  error  was  noted  by  its  ex- 
aminer, M.  Moens.  The  1|  sch.  bears  on 
the  leil  the  word  »ehilli»ge,  with  an  e,  and  it 
appears  that  some  stamps  were  actually  is- 
sued showing  this  variety — stamps,  I  pre- 
sume, of  the  first  issue ;  for  very  shortly  the 
error  was  discovered,  and  in  the  lithographio 
transfer  from  which  the  sheets  were  printed 
the  superfluous  and  angrammatical  s  was 
effaced.* 

With  theexception  of  the  above-mentioned 
design,  Bergedorf  is  fortunate  in  not  posses^ 
sing  any  etiays.  The  grotesque  device 
which  ornaments  its  stamps  has  not  been 
further  twisted  and  turned  to  suit  the  pur- 
pose and  fill  the  pocket  of  any  ingenious  en- 
graver. And — still  greater  wonder — it  is,  to 
the  best  of  my  belief,  innocent  of  reprints. 

affi(«  omittHl  an;  gmnaiHticd  dilficultv  or  ■wkwanln«* 
in  the  eipretuon  or  the  value  of  the  ltd.  ituup,  by  luing 
Ihe  colliK(uiaI  ciprauion  Ihru-halfptnce,  RQd  ihereby, 
for  the  nonce,  rendering  Uie  batfpeany  «  unit  of  cui- 
reni^v.— Kn.1 
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The  stamps  which  have  long  been  selling, 
since  they  ceased  to  circulate,  below  their 
fhcial  valne,  are  genuine  remainders,  though 
whether  printed  off  to  meet  the  wants  of 
home  correspondents  or  foreign  customers 
remains  doubtful.  Beprinners,  however,  may 
accept  them  for  what  they  are,  viz.,  genuine 
st'Hmps,  and  be  thankful  that  they  can  got 
them  BO  cheap. 


NOTES  ON  THE  UNITED  STATES 

LOCALS. 

BY  W.  DVDLBT  ATLBB. 

in. 

There  is  a  prevailing  misconception  con- 
cerning the  American  Despatch  Companies, 
which  may  be  as  well  cleared  up  now  as  at 
some  future  time.  Tlie  idea  seems  to  be, 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has 
abolished  all  private  posts,  and  prohibited 
their  exist-ence  under  fine  and  imprisonment. 
This  is  only  half  correct,  as  I  shall  presently 
show. 

In  1861  an  action  was  brought  by  the 
authorities  against  Messrs.  Kockersperger 
&  Co.,  who  then  owned  Blood*8  Philadelphia 
Despatch  ;  and  it  was  decided  that  according 
to  the  Post-office  Act  of  March  3rd,  1851,  the 
"  streets  "  of  cities  and  towns  were  consti- 
tuted "  post-routes,"  and  that  the  government 
alone  had  the  power  to  carry  letters  over 
them.  But  this  decision  has  not  now,  and 
never  has  had,  any  force  within  the  city  of 
New  York  ;  for  by  a  charter  granted  to  them 
by  George  II.,  the  city  authorities  are 
empowered  to  license  carriers  as  a  means  of 
revenue. 

There  is  a  certain  amount  of  jealousy 
between  the  corporate  government  of  New 
York  and  the  national  administration ;  and 
as  one  clause  of  the  charter  cannot  be  abro- 
gated without  doing  away  with  the  whole, 
it  is  carefully  guarded  in  its  integrrity,  and 
the  authorities  continue  to  license  whom  they 
please. 

The  labels  of  Hussey,  Boyd,  and  Crosby, 
are  still  used ;  for  as  the  proprietors  hold 
licences  as  common  carriers,  they  deliver 
sealed  letters,  and  are,  so  far  as  their  own 
city  is  concerned,  upon  an  eqqial  footing 
with  the  government  post. 


whittelsky's  express. 
The  original  of  the  engraving  here  given* 
is  almost  unique.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  any  information  as  to  the  route 
worked  by  this  company,  but  I  can  safely 
say  that  the  stamp  has  been  obsolete  for 
many  years.  It  has  been  referred  to  in  all 
the  catalogues,  but  probably  from  hearsay 
only ;  for  the  name  is  erroneously  given  as 
"Whittlesey's,"  or  " Whittle! ey's."  It  is 
printed  in  a  dull  brick-red  upon  white  paper. 
The  larger  labels  with  a  modern  head,  which 
one  sometimes  sees,  are  of  course  fictitious. 

WALTON   &  CO.'S   CITY   EXPRESS. 

This  company  was  started  in  Brooklyn 
about  184G.  Only  one  stamp  was  issued ; 
and  this,  from  its  great  rarity,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  imitated.  Within  a 
rectangular  frame  is  an  oval  band,  inscribed 

WALTON    &    CO.'S   CITY   EXPRESS,    POST    2   GTS.  ; 

in  the  angles  are  horizontal  lines.     Printed 

in  black  upon  pink  glazed  paper. 

gay's  boston  express. 

The    only    label  issued  by   this    express 

was  emitted  in  1845,  and  is  of  equal  rarity 

to   the  one  last  described.     It  is   a  very 

ordinary  looking  affair,  being  composed  of  a 

double-lined  transverse  oblong  frame,  with 

truncated  angles ;  which,  to  make  a  perfect 

parallelogram,  are  filled  in  with  triangular 

figures,  containing  three  oblique  lines  ;  the 

ornamentation    is    completed    by    a    little 

curled    device   within   each   corner   of  the 

frame.       The   inscription   consists  of  gat*s 

express,  from  boston,  in  two  lines  of  large 

type ;  below  this  is 

r\a:      f  15»  State  St.,  Boston. 
Offices  I  5g^  ^^jj  g^^  j^  J 

Upon  my  copy  the  number  in  Wall  St. 
has  had  the  pen  run  through  it,  and  "  70  " 
substituted.  The  postmark  used  was  the 
word  PAID,  in  red.  The  impression  is  in 
black  on  yellow  paper. 

GRAFFLIN'S   BALTIMORE   DESPATCH. 

Original  copies  of  the  well-known  stamp 
of  this  post  are  scarce ;  but  the  die  has 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  reprinter,  and 
specimens   of  that  person's  handicraft  are 

•  [We  regret  we  are  compelled  to  defer  giring  the 
representation  of  this  rare  local  stamp  until  our  next 
number,  in  consequence  of  the  engraving  having  failed 
to  reach  us  in  time  for  publication. — Ed.] 
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The  only  way  to  test  the  originals, 
if  nnobliterated,  is  by  the  diogy  wbitenesa 
or  the  paper. 

The  stamp  ntider  notice  consists  of  a 
rectangular  frame,  inscribed  with  the  name, 
nod  ONE  CENT;  the  central  device  being  a 
monnment  within  an  oval.  Both  the 
original  and  reprint  are  Confined  to  black 
npon  white  paper. 

There  is  a  very  fair  forgery,  but  it  lacks 
cleameBs,  and  the  statne  at  the  enmrnit  of 
the  pillar  )b  indistinct,  as  is  also  the  entrance 
to  the  monument.  In  the  genuine  tliey  are 
plainly  visible.  The  counterfeits  are  in  bine, 
M  well  as  in  the  emitted  colour. 

imROPOLlTAN  ERRAND  AND  CARRIER'S  ESPSESS. 

This  company  was  established  in  New 
Tork  in  1855,  and  obtained  a  charter  from 
the  government  of  that  state.  It  undonbt* 
ediy  delivered  letters,  notwithstanding  the 
iifl-quDted  statement  that  it  was  simply  a 
pftrcel-delivery  company.  From  an  inter- 
e*tin(r  article  in  The  American  Jountnl  of 
Pliilately  I  extract  the  following  infor- 
mation respecting  the  scales  of  charges  for 
letters. 

Wilhia  ■  certain  dutance  of  the  compuny'B  office,  one 
ttnt ;  beyond  Uut  dUlanoc  (Forlielh  St.),  or  lo  nnj  part 
of  the  Itbiled  States,  except  Cnlifomia,  and  alio  for  regi>- 
leml  eit?  letters,  Gre  centa.  - 

Orer  half-an-ouDce,  to  any  part  of  the  Stalea,  ten 
niiti;  Dot  exceeding  half-an- ounce,  to  California, 
Oregon,  or  the  Sandwich  l«lei,  Sneen  centi.  Spcciat 
mtmge  below  Fortieth  Street,  twenty  cent*.  To  UreM 
Britaia,  thirty  eenla  the  half  ounce ;  and  for  tbe  aame 
veight  to  Buuia,  Pnuaia,  tlie  Gcnniin  States,  or  Aualria, 
(«ty  centa. 

The  stamps  were  from  theafelier  of  Messrs. 
Baldwin,  Bald,  &,  Conslard,  who  printed 
them  in  sheets  of  one  hundred.  The  design 
coQiiisls  of  an  engine-turned  shield,  with  the 
name  of  the  company  following  the  border, 
and  the  value  in  the  centre.  The  set  con- 
sisted of  1,  5, 10,  and  20  cents,  which  were  all 
printed  in  red  on  thin  white  paper  ;  bnt  the 
lowest  value  is  also  funnd  upon  a  thicker 
paper. 

These  stamps  have  been  reprinted  npon 
thick  paper  in  their  original  tint,  and  also  in 
bine.  Some  of  these  latter  are  occasionally 
to  be  seen  opon  thin  paper,  but  they  were 
cat  from  a  printed  circular  which  the 
company  periodically  published.  There  was 
evidently  a   lai^e  stock   of  labels  on  hand 


when  the  company  was  dissolved,  for  original 
copies  are  not  ancommon. 

A  2-cent  envelope  was  issued,  having  an 
embossed  impress  of  the  same  shape  as  the 
adhesive  ;  but  the  shield  was  smaller,  and 
the  centre  was  filled  with  horizontal  linos. 
The  disposition  of  the  letters  was  the  same, 
bat  the  figure  of  value  is  curious,  having 
uadonbtedly  been  altered  from  a  1,  and  an 
8  added  to  cbnt.  This  stamp  was  also 
printed  in  red,  and  was  strnck  upon  yellow 
laid  paper,  with  vergeures  oblique.  It  hax 
been  reprinted,  but  the  paper  is  too  tiiick, 
the  tone  too  creamy,  and  the  lines  horizontal. 
There  are  no  forgeries  of  the  stamps  of  this 
express.  The  only  obliteration  I  have  seen 
is  in  black,  and  consisted  of  the  word  paid 
within  a  rounded  oblong. 

FOXEROr  AND  CO.'S    EXPRESS. 

This  dispatch  company  was  established  in 
1849  by  Mr. 
G.  Pomeroy, 
and  was  con- 
tinued by  him 
until  bought 
up  by  the 
American  Ex- 
press Com- 
pany, 

Two  stamps 
were  issued, 
one  for  ordi- 
nary letters,  and  the  other  for  heavier 
correspondence  and  small  parcels.  The 
latter  is  by  far  the  rarer,  original  copies 
being  practicably  unattainable.  As  an  en- 
graving is  here  given,  a  description  may  be 
dispensed  with. 

This,  the  largest  of  all  the  locals,  was 
printed  in 

Black  upon  thick  white  paper 

„         „     thinnisb  „         „ 
Blue      „  „        „        „ 

Abont  eight  years  since,  the  die  fell  into 
the  hands  of  an  American  dealer,  who  struck 
off  a  few  copies  in  block.  It  is  difficult  to 
detect  these  from  the  originals,  except  from 
the  freshness  of  their  appearance. 

The  stamp  for  single  letters  was  the  well- 
known  rectangle,  engraved  by  Qavit  (since 
vice-president  of  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company).     It  contained  a  finely  executed 
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female  bast  within  a  solid  oval  band,  lettered 
POMEROY*s  LBTTEK  EXPRESS ;  the  angles  of 
the  frame  being  filled  by  ornamental  devices  ; 
FREE  STAMP  in  verjT  minnte  capitals  alx>ve, 
20  FOR  •  1  in  similar  letters  at  foot. 

Black   on   thick  yellow     paper. 
„        „       „     olive-brown 

Bine       „     thin  white 

Black     „       „         „ 
Specimens    are  oflen  found  in  red  upon 
white,  but  these  are  proofs  only.     Neither  of 
Pomeroy's  stamps  has  been  forged. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

The  French  and  German  postal  authorities  are  at 
loggerheads  about  postal  amtngements,  and  cannot  come 
to  terms.  The  French  delegate,  M.  Stepan,  refuses  to 
lower  the  tariff  in  the  present  bad  state  of  French  finance. 
— Oraphie. 

A  Philatelic  Society  at  Melbourne. — A  corre- 
spondent, writing  from  Victoria,  says, — "Thinking  It 
may  be  of  some  use  to  you,  1  be^  to  inform  you  that  a 
philatelic  sooiety  has  been  formed  in  Melbourne.  I  can 
gire  you  no  furtner  information  on  the  subject  at  present, 
but,  nerhaps,  some  one  better  acquainted  will  enlighten 
you.'^ 

The  Italian  Post-office  has  given  notice  to  this 
department  (English  post-office),  that  the  laws  of  Italy 
forbid  the  transmission  by  the  post,  within  that  country, 
of  lett«'rs  or  packets  containing  money,  jewelry,  or  other 
articles  of  ralue ;  and  that  henceforwara  any  fetters  con- 
taining such  articles,  which  may  be  sent  in  the  mails  to 
Italy,  will  be  returned  to  this  country  undelivered.  This 
prohibition  extends  also  to  letters  superscribed  as  con- 
taining money. — Times. 

Postmaster  STESNAOKERs.^It  is  said  that  this 
gentleman  threw  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
carrying  out  the  suggestions  made  by  the  members  of 
the  French  government  who  remained  in  Paris  during 
the  Prussian  siege,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of 
the  communications  between  the  capital  and  the  provinces. 
In  consequence,  M.  Steenackers  is  **  wanted  by  the 
Committee  of  the  National  Assembly,  charged  wiin  the 
duty  of  examining  the  acts  of  the  government  of  the  4th 
September. 

PROPOSED  New  Postal  Department.— A  novel 
device  for  aiding  the  revenue  has  just  been  propounded 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Walker,  of  Bow.  This  gentleman  proposes 
that  the  stamping  instruments  used  by  the  post-office 
officials  in  marking  letters  should  be  made  to  answer  a 
double  purpotie,  by  imprinting  along  with  the  postmark 
some  brief  advertisement,  arranged  round  the  margin  of 
the  ordinary  impression.  The  same  idea,  with  some 
modifications,  is  extended  to  the  impressed  stamp.  It  is 
stated  that  by  a  perfectly  practicaole  arrangement,  all 
the  letters  delivered  in  any  particular  district  would  be 
made  to  bear  any  specifiea  advertisement,  the  words 
being,  of  course,  lew  in  number.  Thus  the  post-office 
authorities  might  engage  with  an  advertiser  to  let  his 
announcement  appear  on  all  the  letters  delivered  in 
Brighton,  or  Edinburgh,  or  Dublin  during  a  single  day, 
or  ibr  a  longer  term  ;  or  the  London  delivery  might  thus 
be  utilised.  It  is  thought  that  the  mails  for  foreign 
countries  might  be  maide  available  in  the  same  way. 


Supposing  that  a  plan  of  this  kind  can  be  praetieally 
de /eloped  without  interfering  with  the  efficiency  of  tlw 
post-office,  it  certainly  promises  the  advantage  of  a  vsst 
revenue  in  a  form  which  will  directly  relieve  the  burdcD 
of  taxation.  The  idea  is,  at  least,  ingeniou*.  and  in 
clever  and  willing  hands  might  be  turned  to  good  account. 

ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  G.  B.,  Iluddersfield.— The  Rigi-Kaltbad  stamp  is 
a  Swiss  local,  is^tued  by  the  proprietor  of  the  Kaltbad  es- 
tablishment on  the  Higi  mountain. 

K..  C  Hope,  Derby. — Your  carmine  6  cents  United 
States  is  probably  genuine. — Your  carmine  sixpence  St. 
Christopher  is  either  a  forgery  or  an  extremely  rare 
variety  ;  and  we  cannot  pronounce  on  it  without  >M»eiii^  it. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  N.,  Melton  Mowbray. — A  new  issue  of  Tas- 
nianian  postage  stamps  took  place  this  year ;  the  type  is 
represented  and  values  given  in  our  impression  for  Feb- 
ruary last.  What  your  threepenny  stamp  can  be  wo  are 
at  a  loss  to  know,  but  next  month  wc  will  insert  your 
letter  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  information. 

H.  W.  U.,  Newcastle.— Of  the  Deccan  stamps,  of 
which  you  were  kind  enough  to  send  us  a  sketch.  No.  1 
was  described  in  vol.  viii.  of  The  Utamp-Ooliteior* »  Maf*- 
tine,  p.  90,  and  No.  2  in  the  April  number  of  present  vol- 
ume. Both  are  alluded  to  in  the  ** Batch  of  Novelties" 
described  by  Mr.  Pemberton  in  our  last 

E.  F.  C,  Belfast.— When  the  North  German  Con- 
federation was  established,  a  fredi  series  of  stamps  was  re- 
quired for  the  states  of  which  it  was  comprised,  and  the 
large  stock  of  Prussian  and  other  envelopei  thus  rendered 
obsolete  was  utilised  by  putting  new  adhecdves  over 
the  impressed  stamps,  auer  thcM  latter  had  been  pnassed 
down  by  printing  over  them  the  minutelj-  lettered  grey 
tablet.  These  envelopes  were  described  in  TMs  67«m^ 
Ooileetor't  Magazine  at  the  period  of  their  metamorphosis. 

Abiston  Metron. — We  must  decline  to  insert  your 
letter,  whilst  we  respe<?t  the  convictions  it  expreases.  *Yott 
consider  that  the  study  of  differences  of  watermark,  mi- 
nute variations  in  snade,  and  perforations  repres»it 
**  various  phases  of  folly ;  *'  and  that  **  it  is  too  much  to 
expect  any  moderately-brained  collector  to  search  upon 
every  label  he  gets  for  mere  topsy-turvy  peculiarities  upon 
their  backs."  These  assertions  have,  however,  so  onoi 
been  made,  and,  in  our  own  opinion,  so  often  refuted,  that 
it  is  waste  of  space  to  repeat  tnem.  If  our  correspondent 
will  take  the  trouble  to  go  through  the  volumes  of  thi« 
magaifine,  for  the  last  four  or  five  yean,  he  will  find  nu- 
merous articles  pro  and  eon  the  coUection  of  varieties;  if 
he  can  produce  additional  arguments,  contra^  we  shall  be 
happy  to  insert  them ;  but  the  letter  he  now  sends  us  \a 
but  a  prolonged  exclamation  **  How  absurd ! "  and  that 
proves  nothing.  **  A  man  convinced  against  his  will,  is 
of  the  same  opinion  still ;  *'  and  we  fear  our  correspondent 
would  not  willingly  allow  himself  to  be  reasonea  out  of 
his  opinions ;  but,  were  it  otherwise,  we  think  thepenml 
of  an  article  on  **  Varieties,  and  why  they  should  be  «ol- 
lected  "  {.The  tStamp-Uolieetor* a  Magazine,  vol.  v.,  p.  148), 
would  tend  to  change  his  ideas  on  the  point.  Mtea- 
while,  we  can  but  agree  to  differ  from  him  as  to  the  study 
of  varieties ;  and,  in  conclusion,  we  woyld  beg  him  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  mere  notice  of  inverted  watermarb 
or  other  oddities  in  these  pages  must  not  be  taken  as  in- 
culcating their  collection  by  all  philatelists.  It  it  our 
aim  to  make  this  magazine  the  representative  of  phi- 
latelists of  all  classes,  by  opening  its  oohimns  to  the  ad- 
vocacy of  all  shades  of  opinion ;  and,  whilst  holding  fina 
to  our  own,  we  are  far  from  expecting  everyone  to  sbai« 
in  it. 
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OFR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Philatelist. — The  last  two  numbers  havo 
for  us  somewhat  less  interest  than  their 
immediate  predecessors.  Something  of  the 
holiday  season  is  visible  in  the  make  up, 
bat  even,  after  making  this  deduction,  it 
must  still  be  acknowledged  that  our  con- 
temporary's pages  contain  a  largo  amount 
of  readable  and  valuable  matter.  Thus,  for 
instance,  there  are  the  instalments  of  the 
''Spud  Papers,"  the  last  of  which  has  but 
one  fault,    that   of   being    too    short;    its 

fredecessor  does  not  even  sin  in  that  respect, 
n  the  August  numlier,  specimens  of  two 
very  careful  forgeries  are  given  ;  the  5  c. 
Philippines,  1863,  second  type,  and  the 
Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  I  real ;  beyond 
a  suspicious  dexterity  in  the  apposition  of 
the  postmark,  there  is  but  little  to  render  an 
inexpert  collector  doubtful  of  their  genuine- 
ness. The  companion  of  the  P.  S.  N.  C. 
stamp,  the  2  rls.,  is  instantly  detected  by  the 
ship  sailing  to  the  left,  instead  of  the  right,  as 
in  the  original.  Following  this  paper,  is  a 
short  article,  apparently  by  a  new  candidate 
for  philatelic  honours,  who  signs  himself 
"Warden,"  and  gives  an  analysis  of  the 
different  types  of  the  Providence  (R.  I.) 
fttamps ;  aad  to  this  again  succeeds  a  supple- 
mentary Hat  of  Egyptian  locals,  containing  a 
notice  of  eighty-five  varieties. 

The  editor,  in  the  course  of  review  of 
0ppeii*8  album,  proposes  to  meet  our  own 
objection  to  the  mounting  of  stamps  on 
both  sides  of  a  page,  by  suggesting  "the 
interpolation  of  sheets  of  tissae,  or  very  thin 
paper;  or,  better,  by  employing  a  separate 
mlbum  for  envelopes,  thereby  affording  room 
in  most  cases  for  the  adhesives  in  another ; 
or,  as  followed  by  himself  and  others,  getting 
loose  sheets  bound  to  order,  or  in  an  album 
and  catalogue  cover."  These  suggestions, 
we  willingly  admit,  have  all  more  or  less 
to  recommend  them,  but  they  all  inter- 
fere with  that  sweet  simplicity  of  arrange- 
ment, which  it  is  necessary  to  study  in  an 
album  intended  for  collectors  who  are  not 
sufficiently  advanced  to  moant  their  stamps 
after  a  plan  of  their  own  in  a  blank  book. 
Oppen's  album  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
most,  if  not  the  most,  generally  patronised  of 


books  by  young  collectors.  Its  low  price  and 
attractive  covers,  have  aided  in  attructing 
many  a  recruit  to  the  philatelic  ranks;  and 
wo  are  anxious  to  see  it  in  every  way  worthy 
of  its  position.  Now,  beginners,  and  par- 
ticularly  schoolboys,  are  often  rather  careless 
in  mounting  their  stamps ;  they  fasten  them 
completely  down,  and  where  two  stamps  on 
opposite  sides  of  a  page,  touch  at  their  backs, 
there  is  frequently  an  unseemly  botch. 
Were  the  stamps  mounted  on  one  side  only, 
such  unsightly  wrinkles  in  the  paper  would 
not  appear ;  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
sheets  would  not  bo  so  very  great  if  the  book 
were  wider  and  deeper.  Many  issues,  pro- 
bably the  majority,  consist  of  six  stamps ;  and 
with  the  present  arrangement  of  five  squares 
in  a  line,  one  of  the  six  stamps  must  bo  set 
down  in  the  row  beneath ;  then,  unless  series 
follow  series  without  any  interval  whatever, 
the  remaining  four  squares  must  be  thrown 
away  to  keep  a  space  between  them,  and 
constant  irregularity  of  arrangement  must 
be  the  result.  For  our  part  we  are  con- 
vinced, that  were  a  large  square  album  to  be 
published,  with  six,  or  for  preference,  seven 
squares  in  a  row,  it  would  have  the  palm 
over  all  the  rest,  other  conditions  being 
equal.  We  present  the  idea  to  the  publisher 
of  Oppen*s,  and  may  suggest  that  even  if  he 
continues  to  bring  out  his  album  in  its 
present  size,  he  might  still  accompany  it  by 
another,  termed,  say,  "Oppen's  Enlarged." 
And,  while  we  are  on  the  point,  let  us  re- 
commend to  album  editors  to  insert,  not  as 
a  regular  preface,  but  as  a  thing  apart,  a 
brief  recommendation  to  beginners,  printed 
in  lar^e  and  prominent  type,  not  to  fasten 
their  stamps  entirely  down.  There  are 
hundreds,  who,  as  we  said,  continue  to  do 
so,  ignoring  the  improvements  in  mounting 
which  of  late  years  have  been  introduced  ; 
and  their  practice  has  for  its  ultimate  result 
the  discouragement  of  them  from  removing 
their  collection  into  a  newer  or  better  book, 
when  it  requires  rearrangement.  We  are 
tempted  to  pursue  this  subject  further,  for- 
getful of  the  heading  under  which  we  write  ; 
but  we  will  reserve  some  propositions  we 
have  to  make,  respecting  the  adoption  of  an 
improved  form  of  album,  until  a  future  occa- 
sion. 
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Returning  now  to  our  ronttons — in  this 
instance,  the  August  and  September  numbers 
of  our  Brighton  contemporary — we  notice, 
in  the  course  of  his  answers  to  correspon- 
dents, a  reference  to  M.  Berger  Levrault, 
who,  the  editor  fears,  has  abandoned  his 
intention  of  publishing  an  English  transla- 
tion of  his  work.  As  our  contemporary 
does  not  express  any  anxiety  as  to  Mons. 
Berger  Levrault's  whereabouts,  may  we 
understand  that  they  arc  known  to  him  ? 
If  so,  and  he  can  communicate  any  intelli- 
gence res)>ecting  that  distinguished  philate- 
list, we  are  sure  it  will  be  read  with  interest, 
wherever  stamps  are  studied.  We,  on  our 
side,  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  we 
had  news  of  Mon9.  P.  Mahe  in  August,  though 
it  Mras  only  in  the  shape  of  a  copy  of  his 
journal  for  July,  1870  ! 

American  Journal  of  Ph'daiehj. — Both  the 
July  and  August  numbers  of  our  trans- 
atlantic contemporary  are  of  a  very  readable 
character.  The  former  contains  a  pains- 
taking article, entitled,  "A  Collector's  Notes 
on  the  Stamps  of  New  Granada,"  written,  if 
we  mistake  not,  by  Mr.  Tiffany,  whose  advent 
as  a  contributor  to  philatelic  lore  we  recent- 
ly noticed  ;  and  the  "  History  of  the  Con- 
federate States  Post  Office  **  is  found  in  the 
latter.  This  second  instalment  of  Mr.  Scott's 
paper  is  written  iu  a  quiet,  business-like 
style,  and  we  do  not  observe  any  more 
typographical  errors,  such  as  appeared  in  the 
iirst  paper.  It  is  occupied  chiefly  in  detail' 
ing  the  circumstances  which  accompanied 
the  estiiblishment  of  the  Confederate  post- 
office,  and  the  regulations  which  were  issued 
by  the  postmaster  on  that  occasion.  From 
these  latter,  it  is  interesting  to  note  with  what 
a  true  American  instinct,  as  praiseworthy  as  it 
was  bold,  the  most  liberal  provision  was 
made  for  tiie  circulation  of  newspapers,  and, 
in  fact,  all  kinds  of  literature.  One  would 
have  anticipated  that  a  newly- founded  so- 
ciety, struggling  for  very  existence,  wonld 
have  thought  more  of  screwing  a  heavy  con- 
tribution to  its  war  expenses  out  of  the  post- 
office  by  means  of  high  rates ;  but  no,  its 
rulers,  governed  by  that  respect  for  the  power 
of  the  press  in  which  they  had  been  bred, 
modelled  their  postal  constitution  after  that 
of  the  Xi)rthcrn  States,  and  arranged  for  the 


carriage  of  printed  matter  on  terms  which 
could  only  prove  remunerative  in  a  prospe- 
rous and  peaceful  country.  Thus  it  was 
enacted  that  the  postage  on  the  regular 
numbers  of  a  newspaper  published  weekly 
should  be  ten  cents  per  quarter ;  papers 
semi- weekly,  double ;  three  times  a  week, 
treble,  and  so  on ;  or  in  all  cases  less  than  a 
halfpenny  per  copy ;  whilst  for  letters  t-he 
rates  were  five  cents  for  distances  under,  and 
ten  cents  for  those  over  five  hundred,  miles, 
"  drop  letters "  being  chai*ged  two  cents 
each.  Printed  matter  other  than  books  was 
to  be  carried  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  for  three 
ounces.  In  these  clauses  the  employment  of 
the  series  of  postage  stamps  afterwards  issued 
is  sketched  out.  The  abortive  one  cent  was 
intended  for  printed  matter,  and  also,  w^e 
suppose,  for  isolated  copies  of  journals ;  the 
two  cents  was  used  for  drop  letters,  whilst 
the  five  and  ten  cents  franked  the  letters 
carried,  and  not  merely  delivered  by  the 
post,  the  20  c.  serving  for  the  heavy  cor- 
respondence. 

In  one  particular  the  Southern  post-office 
was  ahead  of  its  Northern  rival ;  it  would  not 
admit  tho  franking  privilege,  by  the  abuse  of 
which  the  regular  mails  in  the  United  States 
are,  as  wo  are  given  to  understand,  swamped 
by  a  perpetual  stream  of  documents  of  no 
importiance.      On   another  detail   of  postal 
business   the   South    took    rather    pecaliar 
ground  ;  it  would  not  allow  tho  registration 
of  letters,  for,  "  in  Mr.  Offut's  opinion,  tho 
government  ought  to  take  all  the  precautions 
possible  to  prevent  any  letters  being  lost  or 
stolen,  consequently  it  was  a  swindle  to  take 
money  for  domg  what  they  ought  to  do  in 
every    case."       Perhaps,    also,    Mr.    Offut 
thought  that  in  a  state  whose  boundaries 
fluctuated  with  the  results  of  its  battles,  it 
would  be  inconvenient  to  guarantee,  by  any- 
special  act,  the  delivery  of  letters  entrusted 
to  its  post-office.     We  have  one  other  point 
to  refer  to  in  the  Confederate  regulations, 
and  that  is  the  intention  therein  expressed  to 
issue   stamped  envelopes.     The    article     in 
which  it  appears  provides  that  payment  for 
postage  can  be  made  in  money,  *'*'  until  post* 
age  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  can  be  pro- 
cured and  distributed.     Thus  far,  then,  Mr. 
Scott's  paper,  and  who  will  say  that,  affording 
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as  it  does  so  much  food  for  recoUeciioo,  it 
is  not  well  worthy  of  perasal  ? 

Continuing  our  examination  of  the  August 
number,  and  passing  over  a  remarkably  brief 
and  trivial  article  on  new  issues,  wo  come  to 
a  paper  entitled  "  fioyd*s  Postage  Stamps, 
ByC.  H. Coster:  aCriticism;"  and  a  criticism 
in  effect  it  is  on  Mr.  W.  D.  Atlee's  paper  on 
those  stamps  in  our  July  number.  We  leave 
it  to  our  contributor  to  reply  to  the  obser- 
vations of  Mr.  Coster  as  ho  may  think  fit,  but 
we  cannot  ourselves  refrain  from  testifying 
to  the  pleasure  which  the  f  erusal  of  this 
article  gave  us.  It  would  hardly  be  American 
if  it  did  not  contain  some  fling  against 
English  writers;  but,  apart  from  this  cus- 
tomary defect,  the  article  is  written  in  a  laud- 
able, truth-seeking  spirit,  and  the  writer 
has  evidently  taken  pains  to  verify  and  sup- 
port his  assertions.  He  has  studied  the 
stamps  on  which  he  writes,  and  has  evolved 
his  arguments  from  his  studies,  which — not 
to  be  guilty  of  the  discourtesy  we  blame  in 
others — wo  will  merely  say,  aU  American  col- 
lectors do  not.  We  are,  then,  glad  to  welcome 
him  into  the  ranks  of  philatelic  writers,  and 
shall  look  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
him  again  in  print. 

We  now  come  to  a  short  letter  in  the 
August  number,  which  makes  known  a  fact 
with  which,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  no  one 
on  this  Hide  of  the  water  is  acquainted, 
namely,  the  issue  of  "  stamped  letters  and 
note  sheets"  by  the  United  States  post- 
office.  The  announcement  thereof  deserves 
to  be  reproduced  in  its  entirety,  and  is  as 
follows : — 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Auuriean  Journal  of  Philateljf, 

Gkntlemen,— A  short  time  ago  I  was  looking  orer  the 
Pott-office  laws  for  1866,  and  1  noticed  the  mention  of 
**  Stamped  Letter  and  Note  Sheets,"  being  issued  by  the 
Department.  Not  having  seen  anything  of  tho  kind 
inentioncd  in  anv  stamp  magazine,  I  wrote  to  the  P.  0. 
Department,  and  receired  the  following  answer :  — 

PosT-OFFiCB  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  1st,  1871. 
Henbt  S.  Smith,  Esq., 

Sir  r—Yours  of  the  27th  ult.  is  reeeired,  and  I  reply 
to  Tour  interrogations  as  follows :  — 

jst.  Stamped  letter  and  note  sheets  were  first  issued  by 
this  Department  on  the  1st  August,  1861,  and  their  issue 
wu  discontinued  in  April,  1864. 

If  any  are  still  outstanding  they  will  be  recognized  in 
psyment  of  postages,  if  tendered. 

Sad.  They  cannot  be  procured  at  the  Department,  and 


it  is  not  known  that  any  are  still  out  amon^  the  Post 
Offices,  for  orders  were  long  since  given  for  their  recal. 

3rd.  The  only  denomination  issued  w^a  three  cents; 
and  only  two  'sixes,  note  and  letter — the  price  of  the 
former  #3.68,  and  of  the  latter,  |3.88  per  hundred. 

4th.  From  the  foregoing,  you  will  see  that  1  am  unable 
to  tell  you  where  you  can  procure  specimens. 

itespectfuUy  yours, 
fSignti) 

The  chanoo  of  obtaining  any  copies  of 
these  rare  letter  and  note  sheets  seems  from 
the  foregoing  to  be  very  slepder,  but  we 
hope  that  the  fact  of  their  existence  being 
now  known,  some  American  collector  will 
succeed  in  unearthing  a  few  specimens,  ami 
that  thus  these  interesting  impressions  will 
not  have  to  be  ranked  with  the  "extinct 
varieties." 

And  now  we  would  desire,  in  conclading 
our  review  of  the  leading  American  stamp 
journal,  to  call  attention  to  the  very  remark- 
able prices  which  can  be  obtained  for  good 
stamps  in  America.  Messrs.  Scott,  the 
editors,  say  that  **  seventy-five  dollars  (£  15) 
is  the  highest  price  we  recollect  selling  one 
for,  but  have  been  offered  douhU  that  amount 
for  some  in  our  private  collection."  It 
would  be  difficult  to  find  any  stamps  ex- 
ceeding in  rarity  the  two  or  three  which 
have  been  sold  on  this  side  of  the  water  for 
five  guineas,  and  we  very  much  doubt  that 
their  equals  are  to  be  found  in  America,  yet 
in  that  favoured  land  there  are  collectors  to 
be  found  who,  for  a  stamp  they  do  not 
possess,  will  count  out  fifteen  pounds,  which 
•^even  in  greenbacks — amount  to  some- 
thing, and  there  are  others  who  will  at  any 
rate  offer  thirty  pounds  for  a  single  stamp. 
We  must  admit  that  such  an  offer  would  to 
us — loyal  stamp-collectors  as  we  are — prove 
a  great  temptation,  and  indeed,  ader  reflec- 
tion, we  are  led  to  believe  that  only  the 
disinterested  philatelist  who  spent  more  than 
£200  in  the  preparation  of  a  single  article  for 
his  magazine,  could  resist  it.  But,  then,  in 
America  people  do  go  to  tuch  extremes. 

Mason's  Coin  and  Slamp-Gollector^s  Mag' 
azine  always  amuses  us  from  its  exceeding 
lack  of  originality.  Its  articles  on  "  Newly- 
issued  Stamps," — and  they  are  generally  the 
only  things  of  a  philatelic  nature  in  the  stamp 
department — are  alternately  copied,  with 
scrupulous  fidelity  to  the  text,  from  the 
pages  of  The  Stamp-Collector  s  Magazine^  and 
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l^he  Vhilatelist,  The  source  of  the  borrowed 
news  is  always  acknowledged  by  the  inser- 
tion of  our  own,  or  our  Brighton  contem- 
porary's, title  at  the  end  of  the  extract,  but 
"we  imagine  the  stamp-collecting  subscribers 
to  Mason's  Magazine  would  prefer  having 
some  original  matter  to  read  ;  and  when  one 
considers  how  well  the  study  of  stamps  is 
repaid  by  the  discovery  of  hidden  facts,  and 
the  demonstration  of  others,  it  is  surprising 
that  the  editor  of  the  philatelic  department 
of  the  journal  under  review  cannot  find 
something  to  say  without  borrowing  from 
his  ccmfreres.  This  reflection  is  forced  upon 
us,  as  we  notice  with  what  conspicuous 
ability  its  coin  department  is  conducted. 
The  only  original  matter  worthy  of  notice  in 
the  pages  devioted  to  stamp  collecting,  is 
an  article  on  **  The  United  States  Cigar 
Stamps,"  which  the  editor  has  been  careful 
to  say  has  been  "  prepared  expressly  "  for 
his  magazine.  We,  for  our  part,  are  willing 
to  leave  it  all  the  honour  and  fame  which 
that  article  rany  bring. 

El  Aven'yuador: — The  promise  of  excel- 
lence held  out  by  this  magazine  is  fully 
verified.  It  devotes  several  pages  to  phi- 
lately, and  contains  original  articles  from  the 
pen  of  Sen  or  M.  P.  de  Figueroa  of  great  in- 
terest. In  its  impression  of  1st  August 
appears  the  engraving  of  a  design  purporting 
to  be  the  one  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Spanish  government  for  its  new  series  of 
stamps,  and  we  observe  that  whilst  bear- 
ing'  a  family  resemblance  to  the  type  re- 
produced in  our  last,  it  still  differs  in  many 
respects.  The  head  is  on  a  large  scale, 
larger  even  than  in  our  type,  and  is  turned 
to  the  left,  the  oval  in  which  it  appears  is 
composed  of  a  single  line,  the  four  corners 
are  each  occupied  with  a  circular  disk,  con- 
taining a  useless  letter  **  c,"  and  in  the  lower 
margin  is  the  value,  12  cents  de  peseta, 
in  small  and  almost  illegible  characters. 
Judging  from  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
two  designs,  we  should  be  inclined  to  back 
the  one  reproduced  in  these  pages  as  being 
the  one  really  adopted ;  whilst,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  our  con- 
temporary's superior  opportunity  for  ascer- 
taining the  truth  ;  time,  however,  will  prove 
which  is  right. 


The  number  dated  the  15th  August  con- 
tains a  long  and  evidently  carefully  writteu 
article  on  Spanish  newspaper  stamps,  in 
which  Senor  P.  de  Figueroa,  after  describing 
the  various  kinds  which  have  been  in  use, 
argues  that  they  are  as  well  worthy  of  col- 
lection as  the  post^ige  stamps  proper,  an 
opinion  which  we  must  confess  we  do  not 
share,  as  it  would  tend  to  render  the  study 
of  stamps  too  extensive. 

The  same  writer,  in  the  last  number  of  El 
Averiguadmy  discourses  of  the  Madrid  post- 
oSSce  in  the  16th  century,  the  Seville  poet  in 
1760,  old  Spanish  postage- stamps,  ho.  We 
would  venture  to  recommend  to  his  con- 
sideration the  publication  of  a  series  of  brief 
papers  on  the  stamps  of  all  countries,  for  the 
edification  of  his  stamp-collecting  country- 
men, who  have  at  present  no  standard  work 
to  fall  back  upon  for  information. 

Lg  Timhre-Voste. — The  last  number  contains 
a  translation  of  an  article  from  the  Spanish 
paper  just  reviewed,  on  the  12  cuartos  1857 
stamp,  of  which  article  a  translation  has  also 
appeared  in  these  pages.  The  remainder  of 
the  number  is  filled  up  with  Dr.  Magnus' 
paper  on  the  Envelopes  of  the  North  German 
Confederation,  in  the  course  whereof  is  given 
a  table  of  German  envelopes  re-issued  by 
the  Confederation,  and  covered  with  an  ad- 
hesive stamp,  to  represent  new  values.  This 
table  we  shall  take  the  liberty  to  reproduce, 
recognising,  as  we  do,  that  it  is  just  what 
has  long  been  wanting. 

The  Philadelphia  Monthly,  an  amateur 
magazine  for  boys,  has,  like  its  confrere, 
Mason's  Magazine,  a  philatelic  department, 
and,  the  resemblance  still  continuing,  that 
department  is  simply  represented  by  a  list 
of  new  issues;  but  here,  at  any  rate,  the 
similarity  ends,  the  description  of  the  lately- 
issued  stamps  having  been  re-written  by  the 
editor.  We  hope,  in  future  numbers,  to  see 
the  philatelic  department  graced  by  the  ad- 
dition of  some  original  and  valuable  articles, 
and  in  that  case  shall  be  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge its  merit. 

The  Stamp- Collector's  Guide  does  not  in- 
crease either  in  size  or  interest.  It  possesses 
the  fault  common  to  nearly  all  the  four-page 
journals  which  have  appeared,  of  being  all 
shell  and  no  kernel. 
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FACTS  ABOUT  ENVELOPES. 

Some  verj  curious  facts  have  been  brought 
to  light  within  the  last  few  years  concerning 
the  history  of  envelopes,  tending  to  show 
that  these  convenient  aids  to  epistolary  cor- 
respondence have  had  a  longer  reign  than 
most  of  us  suppose.  It  has  been  customary 
to  believe  that  the  penny  post  created  them ; 
it  did  not  do  so,  although  it  vastly  extended 
their  use.  7%e  Stationer,  a  year  or  two  ago, 
qaoted  a  letter  received  from  Liverpool, 
written  by  a  Mr.  Brewer,  and  referring  to 
the  period  of  1828  or  1830 :  "  About  forty 
years  ago,  there  lived  at  Brighton  a  book- 
seller  and  stationer,  of  the  name  of  S.  K. 
Brewer.  He  used  to  put  in  his  shop  window 
piles  of  paper,  beginning  at  the  largest  up  to 
the  smallest  size,  16mo  ;  but  to  finish  off  the 
pile,  he  cut  cards  so  as  to  bring  them  up  to 
a  point.  Ladies  used  to  go  in  and  ask  for 
^  that  dear  little  paper,*  which  induced  him 
to  cut  paper  in  small  sizes.  Then  came  the 
difficulty  of  a  place  for  the  address ;  and  the 
result  was  that  he  invented  the  envelope, 
aud  had  metal  plates  made  for  cutting  them 
to  shapes  and  sizes.  This  pleased  the  ladies, 
and  orders  came  to  him  for  the  little  paper 
and  envelopes  from  all  quarters.  This  at 
length  became  such  a  demand  upon  his  time, 
that  he  got  Dobbs  &  Co.,  of  London,  to  make 
them  for  him.  Such  was  the  begrinning  of 
the  envelope  trade.  When  a  child,  I  have 
just  a  remembrance  of  playing  with  the 
stencil-plates  ;  and  the  above  account  I  have 
had  from  my  mother,  who  is  now  alive,  and 
well  up  in  years." 

Mr.  Brewer  may  have  re-introduced  en- 
velopes  without  knowing  of  their  previous 
existence ;  but  they  did  exist  before,  to  a  cer- 
tainty. Charles  Lamb,  in  a  letter  written  to 
Bernard  Barton  in  1826,  said:  "When  I 
write  to  a  great  man  at  the  court  end,  he 
opens  with  surprise  upon  a  naked  note,  such 
as  Whitechapel  people  interchange,  with  no 
sweet  deg^rees  of  envelope,  I  never  enclosed 
one  bit  of  paper  in  another,  nor  understood 
the  rationale  of  it." 

Three  years  earlier,  but  still  during  the 
time  of  our  George  the  Magnificent,  Sweden 
Appears  to  have  done  a  little  in  this  matter. 
Oalig}ianiy  some  years  ago,  gave  an  extract 


from  a  Stockholm  newspaper,  called  Frif- 
skitfen,  to  the  effect  that,  in  1823,  a  Swedish 
artillery  officer.  Lieutenant  Frekenbai%  pe- 
titioned the  Chamber  of  Nobles  to  propose  to 
the  government  to  issue  stamped  paper, 
specially  destined  to  serve  as  envelopes  for 
prepaid  letters.  The  proposition,  duly  re- 
corded on  the  Minutes  of  the  Chamber  for 
the  23rd  of  March  in  that  year,  was  warmly 
supported  by  the  Count  de  Schwerin,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  convenient  both  to 
the  public  and  to  the  post-office ;  it  was, 
however,  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Foss  has  described  an  envelope  which 
contained  a  letter  written  in  17GG  by  Fre- 
derick the  Great  of  Prussia  to  an  English 
officer :  the  flap  is  not  hinged  to  one  of  the 
long  edges,  as  in  our  customary  envelopes, 
but  to  one  of  the  short  edges,  like  some  of 
those  used  by  solicitors.  The  Ej^ertou 
Manuscripts  comprise  a  letter,  with  its 
envelope,  addressed  in  1760  by  Madame  do 
Pompadour  to  the  Duchesse  d'Aiguillon  : 
the  envelope  is  almost  exactly  like  those 
now  used.  Going  back  to  the  time  of 
George  1.,  we  find,  in  Dean  Swift*s  Advice  to 
Grub  Street  Verse-makers,  1726,  the  following 
lines,  one  word  of  which  we  italicise : 

Send  these  to  papjer-sparing  Pope  ; 
And  when  he  sits  to  write, 

No  letter  with  an  envelope 
Could  give  him  more  delight. 

Thirteen  years  farther  back,  in  the  time  of 
Queen  Anne,  when  Le  Sage  published  the 
first  two  volumes  of  the  world-renoyvned  Gil 
Bias, '  the  readers  were  told  of  Aurora  de 
Guzman  putting  two  billets  into  an  envelope. 
There  is  in  existence  an  autograph  letter 
written  by  Louis  XIV.  to  the  Count  de 
Toulouse  in  1706,  enclosed  in  an  envelope 
addressed  by  "  le  grand  monarque,**  Ten 
years  earlier,  in  1606,  a  letter  was  written 
by  Sir  John  Ogilvie  to  Sir  William  Trumbull, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  sent  in  an  envelope : 
the  letter  and  the  envelope  are  at  this  present 
time  in  the  State  Paper  Office. 

We  therefore  find  that  for  a  good  hundred 
and  seventy  years  at  least  envelopes  have 
been  known  to  and  used  by  letter-writers. 
It  nevertheless  remains  true  that  the  intro- 
duction of  penny  postage  was  the  means  of 
giving  a  groat  spur  to  this  usage,  aud  of 
establishing  a  manufacture  of  much  import- 
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ance  and  interest,  particniars  of  which  have 
more  than  once  been  given  in  the  Journal, 

There  is  a  matter  connected  with  the 
security  of  envelopes,  which  deserves  more 
attention  than  it  nsnallj  recieves.  Once 
upon  a  time,  the  English  government  were 
wont  to  open  letters,  if  suspicion  were 
aronsed  as  to  treasonable  or  nnlawfnl  doings 
of  the  senders  and  receivers ;  and  a  good 
deal  of  skill  was  shown  in  this  repulsive 
kind  of  espionage.  It  is  said  that  Ralph 
Allen  (the  original  of  Fielding*s  Squire 
Allworthy,  in  Tom  Jones)  made  his  fortune 
by  opening  certain  letters  which  passed 
through  his  hands  as  postmaster  at  Bath  ; 
lie  was  acting  with  and  for  the  government ; 
his  letter-opening  exploits  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  a  Jacobite  plot,  and  he  was 
rewarded  for  his  doings.  That  letters  can 
be  opened  without  much  chance  of  detection, 
is  pretty  well  known,  by  tampering  either 
with  the  wax-seal  or  with  the  wafer-cement ; 
and  that  envelojies  can  be  opened  still  more 
easily  than  letters  is  also  known  ;  because, 
among  other  reasons,  the  envelope  is  at  once 
torn  and  thrown  aside,  the  enclosed  letter 
(which  has  neither  seal  nor  wafer  upon  it) 
being  alone  ])re8erved.  A  country  post- 
master was  convicted  of  surreptitiously 
opening  letters  about  fourteen  years  ago ; 
and  a  learned  witness  explained  how  it  was 
probably  done.  As  we  are  iiot  learned  wit- 
nesses, we  will  not  explain ;  for  it  is  a  kind 
of  cleverness  by  no  means  desirable  to 
cultivate.  A  kind  of  metallic  envelope  was 
invented  some  years  ago.  It  consisted  of  a 
capsule  which,  when  once  closed,  could  not 
be  opened  without  tearing  the  paper.  It 
was  said  to  be  effective,  but  was  not  com- 
mercially successful  ;•  so  it  was  withdrawn. 
One  thing  may  be  said,  that  if  a  letter  or 
envelope  is  both  wafered  or  cemented  and 
sealed,  a  surreptitious  opening  becomes  more 
difficult.  If,  in  sealing,  a  little  hot  wax  is 
dropped  under  the  flap,  the  security  is  in- 
creased. It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  thin 
envelopes  are  more  secure  than  thick ;  the 
adhesive  cement  goes  more  thoroughly  into 
the  substance  of  the  former  than  of  the 
latter,  and  they  can  be  less  easily  opened 
without  tearing  the  paper. — Chambers's 
Journal. 


THE  MANUFACTURE 
VICTORIAN  POSTAGE   STAMPS. 

In  the  upper  rooms  of  the  general  post-office 
facilities  are  afforded  for  the  manufacture  oC 
postage  stamps  on  a  scale  commensurate 
with  the  requirements  of  a  colony  like  Vic- 
toria. It  was  the  practice  of  the  government 
prior  to  1859  to  perform  the  work  by  con- 
tract, but  irregularities  crept  in,  and  it  was 
deemed  advisable  that  a  special  branch  should 
bo  created,  in  order  that  the  postal  authorities 
might  interpose  a  salutary  check  upon  the 
possibility  of  fraud.  We  gather  from  the 
report  of  the  post-office  for  last  year  that  no 
less  than  12,035,148  stamps  wore  manufac- 
tured, representing  in  the  agijregate  the  sum 
of  £134,182.  The  statistics  are  interesting, 
as  indicating  in  some  degree  the  requirements 
of  the  colonists.  Stamped  newspaper  wrap- 
pers, of  the  value  of  Id.,  were  first  issued  in 
September  last,  and  envelopes  with  a  two- 
penny stamp  thereon  in  November.  The 
denominations  of  stamps  issued  last  year 
were : — 

Penny  newspaper  wrappers        . .         . .  8^,001 

Penny  posta^  stamps     , .         . .         • .  2,088,000 

Twopenny  ditto 8,618,323 

Blanic  envelopes,  received  from  the  public 

and  embossed  with  the  twopenny  stamp  1,600 
Twopenny  embossed  envelo]^  at  2s.  3a. 

per  dozen            41,0M 

Threepenny  postage  stamps        ..         ..  121,200 

Fourpenny  ditto 166,000 

Sixpenny  ditto 1,200,000 

Tenpenny  ditto 120,000 

Two-shilling  ditto . .         ..         .'.         ..  24,000 

Five-shilling  ditto 46,000 

Totol 12,636,148 

Whilst  Victoria  was  a  dependency  of  New 
South  Wales,  the  postage  stamps  of  that 
colony  were  in  use  here.  Postage  stamps 
were  first  issued  in  New  South  Wales  in 
1849.  The  number  of  letters  circulating  in 
Port  Phillip,  one  year  after  the  separation  of 
the  colony,  was  972,176,  whilst  those  of  New 
South  Wales  were  only  971,318.  During 
the  last  year  the  number  of  letters,  packets, 
and  newspapers  received  and  despatched 
were  no  less  than  10,587,711  letters,  376,039 
packets,  and  5,251,327  newspapers. 

For  the  requirements  of  a  postal  depart* 
ment  having  operations  of  such  magnitude, 
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the  work  of  mannfactarmg  postage  stamps 
becomes  a  matter  of  some  importance.  The 
first  part  of  the  process  is  the  making  of  the 
steel  dies,  which,  bjr  means  of  the  electrotype, 
are  multiplied,  in  order  to  expedite  the 
process  of  printing.  Impi*essions  from  the 
dies  are  stamped  upon  lead,  which  are 
afterwards  placed  in  a  decomposing  trough 
connected  with  a  galvanic  battery,  and  when 
the  requisite  thickness  of  deposit  has  been 
obtained,  the  copper  is  detached,  and  after- 
wards mounted  and  printed  from.  By  this 
means  any  number  of  dies  are  procured,  and 
to  fjEicilitatB  the  work  of  printing,  they  are 
reproduced  in*  hundreds,  and  when  set  up 
are  placed  in  the  printing-machine.  The 
process  of  printing  from  these  dies  differs  in 
no  way  from  the  ordinary  operations  of 
printing.  There  are  several  hand- presses  at 
work,  which  are  capable  of  supplying  stamps 
at  the  rate  of  half  a  million  per  month.  The 
paper  used  bears  a  watermark,  in  which 
consists  the  principal  check  that  the  depart- 
ment has  against  spurious  imitations;  Jbut  the 
mere  use  of  a  watermarked  paper  would  not 
of  itself  be  a  sufficient  precaution  to  guard 
against  fraud,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary 
that  the  strictest  supervision  should  be  exer- 
cised over  the  operations  of  the  printers  and 
the  delivery  of  the  paper ;  everything  is  kept 
under  lock  and  key ;  the  workmen  are 
locked  in  to  their  work  ;  each  printing-press 
is  fitted  with  an  indicator,  which  records  the 
number  of  sheets  printed,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  officers  to  close  each  day's  work  by 
verifying  the  number  of  stamps  printed  with 
the  paper  issued ;  and  the  press,  when  not  in 
operation  is  locked  up  with  a  Chubb's  patent 
detector  lock,  which  is  proof  against  the 
manipulations  of  the  most  accomplished 
borjjlar. 

The  embossed  twopenny  stamp  is  of  com- 
paratively recent  date.  It  no  doubt  supplies 
a  want  which  mercantile  men  can  appreciate, 
though  it  has  not  yet  come  into  general  use. 
To  &cilitate  the  distribution  of  this  stamp, 
au  embossing  machine  has  been  imported 
from  Messrs.  De  La  Rue  and  Co.,  of  a 
character  similar  to  those  in  use  in  England 
and  on  the  Continent.  As  a  piece  of  ma- 
chinery, it  is  in  itself  one  of  the  marvels  of 
human  ingenuity.     The  design  of  the  embos- 


sed stamp  is  the  Queen*s  head  in  relief,  on  a 
delicate  rose  pink  ground,  with  the  words 
POSTAOB  TWOPENCE  surrouuding  it.  The 
machine  will  print  some  sixty  impressions 
per  minute.  The  operation  of  the  machine 
may  be  described  simply  as  punching  the 
embossed  stamp  by  a  perpendicular  rise  and 
fall  of  the  die.  The  colours  are  applied  to 
each  impression  by  mechanical  contrivances 
from  a  series  of  rollers  passing  under  and 
into  distributors.  The  machinery  is  turned 
by  manual  labour,  as  being,  for  the  present, 
more  economical.  The  duty  of  the  operator 
is  to  bring  an  envelope  beneath  the  die  as  it 
rises  and  falls,  which  requires  considerable 
dexterity,  and  a  strict  sense  of  duty,  inas- 
much as  the  machine  records  each  motion, 
for  which  the  operator  must  make  account, 
in  the  shape  of  embossed  envelopes,  or  his 
negligence  is  likely  to  meet  with  the  repre- 
hension of  the  inspector  of  the  postage- 
stamp  department. 

The  new  stamp  act  came  into  oper- 
ation on  the  Ist  January,  1«70.  This  act 
repeals  so  much  of  the  post-offioo  statute  as 
authorised  the  postmaster-general  to  issue 
licenses  for  the  sale  of  postage  stamps,  and 
vests  this  power  in  the  minister  who  shall 
administer  the  stamp  act.  It  also  reduces 
the  commission  to  be  allowed  to  licensed 
vendors  from  5  to  2^  per  cent.,  and  makes  it 
necessary  that  not  less  than  £10  worth  of 
stamps  shall  be  purchased  at  one  time  to 
entitle  the  vendor  to  any  commission.  It  is 
expected  that  this  alteration  in  the  law  will 
have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of 
persons  who  sell  postage  stamps,  and  the 
change,  therefore,  will  not,  so  far  as  the 
dealings  of  the  public  with  this  department 
are  concerned,  prove  a  desirable  one. — MeU 
bourne  Daily  Telegraph, 

NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Japan. — In  further  reference  to  the  series 
of  stamps  which  has  just  been  issued,  the 
following  extract  from  The  Hiogo  News^  a 
Japanese  paper,  will  be  read  with  interest. 

Wc  have  just  seen,  for  the  first  time,  some  specimens 
of  the  new  Japanese  postasre  labels.  They  are  all  of  tho 
same  design,  but  of  four  different  colours  \  the  brown  re- 
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P^e8?nt8  48  zeni,  or  half  a  tempo;  the  blue,  one  tempo; 
the  red,  two  tempoea ;  the  green,  five  tempoei ;  i.e.,  about 
five  cents.  These  stamps  are  square  in  size,  and  have 
evidmlly  been  designed  after  the  French  postage  stamps, 
which  they  resemble  in  size  and  shape. 

Thev  are  apparently  engraved  from  copperplates.  The 
outer  border  of  the  design  is  not  unlike  the  well-known 
Ltruscan  key  border;  next  to  this  is  an  ornamentHl 
edging,  of  a  Vandyke  pattern.  Inside  this  is  a  repetition 
of  the  well-known  and  seemingly  irrepressible  lUu,  or 
dragon,  whose  portrait  figures  so  conspicuouslv  upon  the 
old  Kinsatz  ana  on  the  new  coins.  Finally,  in  tne  cen- 
tre are  some  characters  printed  in  black  ink,  which  stand 
for,  in  the  case  of  the  red  stamps,  the  words  "Zeni, 
hihyaku  mon,"  the  amount  which  the  stamp  represents. 

The  postage  for  a  letter  weighing  five  momme  {\  oz.) 
is  15  tempoes,  about  half  a  bee,  or  say  10.12.  A  foreign 
mei-chant  of  Osaka  informs  us  that  he  sent  a  letter  re- 
CL'utlv  through  the  imperial  post  office,  and  has  since 
heard  that  it  was  received  in  Yedo  within  three  days  of 
the  date  of  its  dispatch  from  Osaka.  Advantage  has  also 
been  taken  by  foreigners  to  forward  letters  by  this  route, 
when  the  steamer  leaving  Kobe  has  been  missed,  in  order 
ta  catch  the  mail  before  it  left  Yokohama. 

Oar  Brussels  contemporary,  in  noticing  these 
fltamps,  confirms  The  Philatelist's  statement 
that  the  valaes  are  expressed  in  fractions  of 
the  tchehti,  termed  tenpo,  which  he  says 
equals  10  centimes;  and  as  he  gives  the  valaes 
as  J,  1,  2,  and  3  tenpos,  his  list  virtually 
agrees  with  ours. 

Danubian  Steam  Navigation  Co. — Cor- 
recting the  intelligence  given  in  these  pages, 
M.  Moens  states,  i'rom  information  received 
from  the  company,  that  the  10  soldi  stamps 
in  dark  red,  were  the  result  of  a  printer's 
error,  and  that  green  remains  the  normal 
colour. 

Spain. — The  accession  of  King  Amadeus 
has  led  to  a  fresh  change  in  the  armorial 
bearings,  which  now  consist  of  two  lions  and 
two  towers,  in  the  four  corners  as  before, 
and  the  cross  of  Savoy  in  the  centre,  the 
whole  surmounted  by  the  royal  crown.  A 
handstamp  bearing  this  device,  and  destined 
for  the  use  of  members  of  the  senate,  has  just 
made  its  appearance.  Like  its  predecessors, 
it  is  inscribed  senado  corrbo,  is  oval,  and  is 
printed  blue. 

A  second  stamp  has  the  towers  and  lions, 
plus  the  Granadian  emblem,  in  the  point  of 
the  shield,  and  the  Savoy  cross,  replacing 
the  Bourbon  lilies  in  the  centre,  the  shield 
being  surmounted  by  the  royal  crown. 
Above  the  arms  is  a  scroll,  inscribed  COM- 
UNicACtONES,  and  below,  on  a  second  scroll, 
EL  DiREcrou  ORAL.  The  impressiou  is  in 
black. 


Bavaria. — In  our  Ausrust  number  we  no- 
ticed the  appearance  of  a 
perforated  1  kreuzer  black    fjp^TjC^ 

unpaid-letter  stamp;   this    jH.-i 

has  since  been  joined  by  a  5 
perforated  3  kreuzer  black, 
and  this  latter  has  submit- 
ted to  some  change  in 
details,  the  inscriptions 
having  been  re-set.  The 
annexed  engraving  obviates  the  necessity  of 
further  description. 

United  States. — Envelopes  cf  the  OctfTher, 
1870  series. — We  have  specimens  of  the  15 
cents  and  90  cents  before  us,  completing  the 
series ;  they  bear  the  same  heads  as  their 
equivalent  adhesives,  and  of  the  five  hi^est 
values,  they  supply  us  with  the  handsomest 
and  the  least  pleasant — we  can  hardly  say 
**  the  ugliest,"  when  none  are  ugly.  The 
15  c.  has  the  numerals  in  a  transverse  oval 
on  each  side ;  the  90  c.  bears  them  in  a  hand- 
somely pointed  shield,  very  different  from 
the  flattened-out  affair  on  the  24  c. ;  indeed, 
in  nearly  every  respect  this  stamp  far  excels 
aU  the  others  in  finish.  The  colours  of  the 
six  highest  values,  and  their  variations,  con- 
sisting chiefly  in  the  dispositions  of  tlie 
numerals  at  sides,  which  are  embossed  in 
white  on  shields,  circles,  <fcc.,  are  as  under: — 

In  quatrefoils,  10  c.  clear  brown. 

In  „  black  brown. 

In  circles,  12  c.  dull  purple-black. 

In  transverse  ovals,    15  c.  red-orange. 

In  transverse  shields,  24  c.  rich  violet. 

In  oblong  octagons,  30  c.  jet  black. 

In  upright  shields,     90  c.  carmine. 

The  entire  envelopes  quoted  in  our  Feb- 
ruary impression  require  revision  as  to 
measurement.  Our  specimens  do  not  agree 
with  the  sizes  given  by  The  Mercury, 

St.  Thomas  and  La  Guaira. — ^We  extract 
from  the  letter  of  a  correspondent  in  St 
Thomas  the  following  information  : — 

I  enclose,  as  a  curiosity,  a  band-stamD,  which  was  im- 

Sressed  on  letters  coming  from  Venezuela  by  the  steamer 
Robert  Todd.  This  was  in  1866,  when  the  flrat  iame 
of  adhesive  stamps  (small  figures  in  angles,  and  small 
perforations)  gave  out,  pending  the  receipt  of  a  further 
supply.    This  hand-stamp  was  used  to  denote  the  pre- 

fmyment  of  postage  on  letters.  Only  the  other  day.  in 
ooking  over  old  letters,  my  attention  was  called  to  it. 
It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  used  for  any  length  of  time, 
as  I  did  not  find  many  of  them. 
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Tbe  stamp  referred  to  is  circular,—  the  outer 
circle  consists  of  two  lines,  the  inner  of  one — 
and  between  the  circles  is  tbe  inscription, 
ranuing  tbe  whole  way  round,  ST.  thomas 

U  OUAIRA   ^   PO.    OABELLO   STEAM    PACKET;     in 

the  centre  is  a  steamer,  sailing  to  lefl.  The 
impression,  a  tolerably  clear  one,  is  in  black ; 
next  month  we  shall  present  an  engraving 
of  this  newly- discovered  variety. 

The  Dkccan. — One  of  our  correspondents 
writes  us  that  a  friend  of  his,  an  Indian 
judge,  acquainted  with  Arabic,  has  informed 
liim  that  the  first  stamp — the  oblong  sea- 
j»reen — was  issued  on  the  1st  September, 
1869,  was  of  the  value  of  one  anna,  and  bears 
an  inscription  in  Arabic,  consisting  of  the 
year  128i3  of  the  Hegira,  and  *'  Swikar 
Arinofera  " — *'  Government  of  the  Nizam.'* 
New  Sooth  Wales. — In  our  August  num- 
ber  we  noticed  the  emission 
of  a  penny  envelope,  the  stamp 
whereof  is  identical  in  design 
with  the  penny  adhesive,  and 
we  promised  to  reproduce  the 
design  which  ornaments  the 
flap.  We  have  now  the  pleasure  to  perform 
our  promise. 

Urdguay. — It  is  announced  that  the  6  and 
10  centimes  will  shortly  be  superseded  by 
fresh  designs,  which  are  now  being  engraved 
in  England,  and  will  be  perforated.  The  15 
and  20  c.  will  continue  in  circulation  for 
some  time  to  come. 

NOTES  ON  THE  UNITED  STATES 

LOCALS. 

BT  W.  DTTDLET  ATLEB. 

IV. 

The  stamp  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  in- 
troduce, in  counterpart,  is  the  rare  Whittel- 

sey  described  last  month, 
but  not  engraved  in  time 
for  publication.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  design  is 
much  better  than  that 
generally  adopted  for  the 
American  locals. 

I  find  the  final  sentence 
in  my  last  paper  must  be 
cancelled,  as  I  have  since  seen  a  forgery  of 
the   smallest    Pomeroy    stamp.     It    is    of 


poor  execution,  but  must  be  mentioned 
for  the  benefit  of  young  collectors.  In  the 
originals  the  letters  are  large  and  even,  but 
in  the  shams  they  are  small,  and  the  final  s 
in  express  is  of  much  less  size  than  any  of 
the  other  letters.  These  imitations  are 
printed  in  sundry  colours,  including  gold  on 
red,  and  green  on  white,  in  addition  to  the 
orthodox  tints. 

AMERICA!^    LErrSR  MAIL   COMPANY. 

Upon  casually  referring  to  my  second 
paper,  I  found  that  I  had  omitted  two  va- 
rieties of  the  largest  stamp  of  this  express. 
The  complete  list  is  as  follows  : — 

Black  upon  bluish  white,  thin  paper. 

9»         99     yellowish  „     stout     „ 
Blue 


» 


9) 


99 


99 


HANF0RD*S   PONT   EXPRESS. 

This  company  was  in  operation  during 
1850,  but  when  it  was  established  I  have 
not  as  yet  discovered.  The  earliest  stamp 
used  was  a  black  hand-struck  impression, 
placed  upon  any  envelopes  or  sheets  of  paper 
sent  to  the  office  for  that  purpose.  The  de- 
sign consisted  of  an  oblong  oval,  lettered 

HANFORD*S    above,  PONY   EXPRESS   POST   bclow, 

and  2  and  c*s.  at  each  side,  respectively.  In 
the  centre  was  a  mounted  courier,  riding 
towards  the  left.  This  stamp  was  presu* 
mably  provisional,  as  an  adhesive  was  after- 
wards adopted.  Original  copies  of  the  latter 
are  very  scarce,  but  the  type  is  well  known, 
ow^ing  to  the  counterfeits  which  have  flooded 
many  a  collection. 

Within  a  double-lined  transverse  oval 
^me  is  a  pony-mounted  messenger ;  at  top 
is  uanfobd's,  and  at  bottom  pony  sxpebss. 
The  value  2  cts.  is  placed  as  in  the  earliest 
stamp.  The  impression  is  black  upon  dull 
yellow  paper,  slightly  glaci. 

\  know  of  two  forgeries,  one  of  which  is 
very  deceptive,  and,  as  regards  execution, 
equals  the  genuine.  The  following  are  the 
leading  points  in  the  latter : — 

The  pony  is  shaded  obliquely,  and  the 
rider's  arm  is  distinct ;  ban  smaller  than  the 
other  letters ;  the  apostrophe  after  d  slants 
towards  the  right ;  the  E  of  express  is  very 
small ;  under  the  pony  there  is  but  little 
shading,  and  the  bottom  stroke  is  touched 
by  the  animal's  fore- foot. 
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The  best  forgery  is  detected  by  the  apoe- 
trophe  after  P  slanting  towards  the  left;.  The 
E  of  EXPRESS  matches  the  other  letters,  and  the 
pony's  fore-foot  is  upon  the  uppermost  line 
of  shading.  In  the  coarser  imitation,  the 
pony's  fore-leg  runs  nearly  into  the  P,  and 
the  2  is  much  smaller  than  in  the  genuine. 

snow's  despatch. 

My  information  respecting  this  post  is  nil, 
and  my  knowledge  of  the  stamp  used  is 
meagre.  I  am  only  able  to  mention  that  a 
label  really  was  issued,  and  that  it  was  a 
miserable  little  production,  of  small  size  and 
still  more  wretched  execution.  Between 
two  wavy  ornaments  is  the  name  of  the 
company,  in  two  lines,  and  between  the 
lettering  a  stroke ;  printed  in  black  upon 
blue  paper  of  peculiar  make.  The  (>nly  copy 
known  to  me  fetched  as  much  as  two  guineas ; 
this  will  give  some  idea  of  its  rarity. 

martin's  city  post. 

The  introductory  remarks  upon  the  last 
described  stamp  will  also  apply  to  the  one 
emitted  by  this  company.  The  label  is  almost 
unique  (so  far  as  collectors  are  concerned), 
and  has  for  design  a  small  oblong  frame  of 
pearls,  enclosing  the  inscription,  martin's 
city  post,  paid — 2  GTS.  It  is  printed  in  black 
upon  lilac. 

CUMMINO'S  CITY  POST. 

This  company  was  in  business  during 
1846,  and  carried  letters  in  New  York.  It 
has  gained  philatelic  immortality  by  pro- 
ducing the  worst  engraved  of  all  the  Ameri- 
can locals.  They  first  used  a  hand-stamp, 
which  was  not  quite  so  bad,  and  for 
originality  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  of 
its  companions.  The  device  was  a  loco- 
motive galloping  on  legs,  having  the  value 
2  and  CTS.,  in  small  squares,  at  each  side ; 
above  was  caMMixo's,  and  below  express. 
This  was  struck  in  red,  and  was  probably  put 
on  at  the  office  when  the  postages  of  the 
letters  were  paid  for.  I  om  inclined  to  this 
opinion  from  the  fact  that  packets  bearing 
the  adhesive  labels  are  sometimes  found  sur- 
charged with  the  impression  in  question. 

The  design  of  the  adhesive  consists  of  a 
sealed  letter  within  a  circle,  which  circle  is 
intersected  above  by  a  straight  lino.    At  top 


is  cuM^aiNO's ;  upon  the  right  side,  cm ;  upon 
the  left,  POST ;  and  at  foot,  2  cents.  The 
whole  within  a  square  frame,  and  printed  in 
black  on  pink  paper. 

There  is  a  very  fair  counterfeit,  which  is 
generally  sold  in  black  upon  green,  and  on 
white,  but  it  also  exists  upon  paper  approxi- 
mating to  the  colour  of  the  originals. 

In  the  genuine,  the  shading  upon  the 
lower  portion  of  the  letter  is  very  close  at 
the  bottom,  and  gradually  widens  as  it  rises; 
whereas,  in  the  forged,  the  lines  are  all  wide 
apart,  there  being  only  seven  upon  the  left 
side,  and  six  on  the  right.  Another  test  is, 
that  in  the  imitation  the  upper  portion  of 
the  letter  touches  the  circle,  instead  of  being 
at  some  little  distance  from  it,  as  in  the 
archetype. 

cornwell  post  office,  n.  y. 

It  is  a  little  more  than  twenty  years  since 
this  express  was  established  in  New  York. 
The  solitary  stamp  issued  was  about  on  a 
par  with  Cumming's  badly  executed  label, 
and  has  therefore  probably  been  despised  very 
often  as  rubbish.  Within  an  oval  is  a  por- 
trait (presumably  of  Washington),  partly 
encircled  by  the  inscription  post  opricc — 
MADISON  SQUARE.  Abovo,  upon  a  riband,  is 
CORNWELL.  The  whole  enclosed  in  a  rect- 
angular frame,  perpendicularly  lined,  and 
with  truncated  angles  containing  dots. 
Printed  in  brick-red  upon  bluish  paper. 

There  are  two  forgeries,  one  much  too 
clearly  done,  and  the  other  so  bad  that  it 
might  be  easily  mistaken  for  the  original. 
The  following  are  the  main  points  in  which 
the  genuine  and  counterfeit  differ  : — 

In  the  former,  the  letters  of  post  and 
SQUARE  are  very  indistinct,  and  a  bend  is 
plainly  shown  in  the  upper  riband,  above 
the  c  in  office.  The  shapeless  ornament 
in  the  lower  right  angle  is  much  larger 
than  the  one  upon  the  left,  and  almost 
touches  the  bottom  line  of  fitime. 

In  the  finest  made  forgery,  the  letters 
above  named  are,  as  I  have  previously  said, 
too  distinct,  and  the  t  in  post  is  much  longer 
than  the  other  letters.  The  comer  orna- 
ments are  almost  of  one  size,  and  there  is  no 
noticeable  bond  in  the  lettered  riband. 

The  other  imitation  can  be  detected  by 
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the  absence  of  shading  apon  the  forehead, 
which  in  the  genuine  and  the  other  counter- 
feit is  shown  by  four  lines. 

GOYIRNMCNT  CITY  DISPATCH. 

The  stamps  issued  by  this  company  had 
for  device  a  mounted  horseman,  riding  to- 
wards the  right.  Upon  a  scroll,  held  in  his 
led  hand  and  going  over  his  shoulder,  is  the 
value — ONE  CENT.  Above  and  below  are 
ribands,  lettered,  respectively,  goveknment 
and  ciTT  DISPATCH.  The  whole  within  an 
oblong  frame,  perpendicularly  lined.  Printed 
upon  white  paper,  in  black  and  in  red. 

Genuine. — The  lettering  is  thick,  and  of 
Ihe  same  class  throughout.  Both  the  fangs 
of  the  riband  containing  value  touch  the  tail 
of  the  upper  label.  All  the  rays  are  con- 
nected with  the  riband.  Only  the  toes  of 
the  courier's  foot  come  below  the  body  of 
the  horse.  The  greatest  test  is  the  angles, 
and  more  particularly  the  upper  ones,  for  in 
them  are  found  sundry  white  specks  and 
dashes,  favouring  the  idea  that  it  was  the 
engraver's  original  intention  to  have  added 
some  further  ornamentation.  The  line  at 
each  side  of  the  stamp  has  degenerated  into 
dots. 

Forgeries. — I  know  of  a  couple  of  imita- 
tions, both  fairly  made.  In  one,  the  three 
first  letters  in  government  and  the  c  of  city 
are  thinner  than  the  other  letters.  The 
lower  fang  of  the  riband,  holding  value, 
touches  that  of  the  topmost  label,  but  the 
upper  fang  does  not.  The  fifth  ray  from  the 
right  is  merely  a  short  dash  from  the  horses 
ear,  not  extending  so  far  as  the  riband. 
The  whole  of  the  rider's  foot  is  below  the 
horse.     There  is  no  break  in  the  angles. 

The  other  counterfeit  is  rather  deceptive, 
'but  shows  various  leading  differences.  In- 
stead of  the  single  dotted  line  at  each  side, 
there  are  three  distinct  parallel  strokes,  and 
the  riband  holding  ONE  cent  does  not  go 
against  the  upper  label. 

UNFTED   STATES  EXPRESS  MAIL. 

As  these  papers  are  vrritten  with  the  two* 
fold  object  of  imparting  and  obtaining  in- 
formation, I  think  it  not  out  of  order  to 
describe  an  envelope  now  lying  before  me. 
It  is  directed  to  San  Francisco,  and  bears  a 
rcdcircolar  band-struck  impression,  inscribed 


U.   S.    KXPRESS  MAIL,    BOSTON,   MASS.         In  the 

centre  is  the  date,  but,  according  to  the  usual 
American  system,  no  year  is  given.  From 
certain  surrounding  I  am,  however,  able  to 
fix  it  between  1850  and  1852. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  this  ex- 
press issued  a  stamp,  and  to  have  some  par- 
ticulars concerning  it. 

PLEASANT  PAGES. 

We  English  are  a  slow,  matter-of-fact  people, 
very  far  behind  the  enlightened  foreigner,  as 
every  candid  newspaper  exultingly  admits. 
We  let  our  ships  run  aground,  and  our  ca- 
valry horses  run  away,  whilst  we  cannot 
camp  out  a  few  thousand  men  in  distant 
Berkshire ;  but,  admitting  these  grave  in- 
dictments,  there  still  exist  some  few  insti* 
tutions  in  this  country  to  which  we  English 
may  point  with  pride,  and  among  them  must 
be  classed  the  post  office.  "  The  Right  Hon- 
ourable the  Lord  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury"  have  recently  had  a 
few  pleasant  pages  to  read  respecting  the 
post-office,  in  the  shape  of  a  report  on  its 
progress,  presented  to  them  by  Mr.  Monsell, 
and  a  copy  thereof  is  now  before  us,  the  pe- 
rusal of  which  has  given  birth  with  us  to  the 
sentiment  expressed  in  our  opening  sentence. 
We  are  English  enough  to  admire  an  es- 
tablishment which,  whilst  it  grows,  |7a^«,  and 
this  the  General  Post  Office  omphatically 
does.  A  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  thousand 
pounds  paid  over  to  the  government  repre- 
sents the  honourable  gains  of  that  office 
during  the  year  1870 ;  and  this  respectable 
balance  is  attained  notwithstanding  impor- 
tant reductions  in  the  rates  in  that  period, 
coupled  with  the  granting  of  increased  fa- 
cilities for  cheap  correspondence.  It  was  in 
October  of  last  year  that  the  halfpenny 
stamps,  cards,  and  wrappers  were  issued,  and 
Mr.  Monsell*s  report  dilates  on  the  numbers 
which  have  already  been  issued,  showing 
that  in  the  three  months  following  their  ap- 
pearance, there  was  an  augmentation  of 
12f  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  newspapers 
forwarded.  The  figures  he  quotes  are  sig- 
nificant of  the  success  of  the  reduced  rates, 
and  if  we  refrain  from  reproducing  them 
here,   it  is  simply  from  the  fear  that  our 
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readers,  sharing  our  hatred  of  statistical 
articles,  might,  on  catching  sight  of  the  ob- 
noxioas  numerals;  absolutely  refuse  to  even 
glance  at  the  context.  Let  us,  then,  pass  at 
once  to  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the 
post-office  report,  that  which  treats  of  the 
difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  postal  com- 
munication by  the  late  war,  and  the  energetic 
manner  in  which  they  were  met.  Here  Mr. 
Monsell  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for  himself. 

Very  early  in  the  campaign  it  became  nec'ossary  to 
make  fresh  arrangements  for  forwarding  to  their  desti- 
nation mails  which  had  previously  gone  through  France. 
The  first  to  be  diverted  from  their  ordinary  course  were 
naturally  the  mails  from  Baden,  Bavaria,  Wurtemburg, 
and  other  parts  of  South  Germany,  and  these  were  soon 
followed  by  the  mails  exchanged  between  this  country* 
and  Italy  and  Greece.  Owing  to  a  reduction  of  transit 
rates,  which  had  just  formed  the  subject  of  a  new  Po!*tal 
Convention  with  the  North  German  Confederation,  the 
change  of  route  was  not  in  any  cose  attended  with  an  in- 
crease of  postage. 

^[eanwnile  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  North  German 
Lloyd,  which  sail  under  the  German  flag,  had  ceased 
running,  and  it  had  become  necessary  to  send  to  Liver- 
pool, for  despatch  by  the  Cunard  or  Inuian  packets  on 
Saturdays,  the  mails  for  New  York  which  used  to  leave 
vid  Southampton  on  Tuesdays.  This  reduction  in  our 
means  of  communication  with  America  entailed  consider- 
able inconvenience  upon  the  public,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  diversion  of  the  mails  to  Liverpool  caused  a  pressure 
of  some  severity  upon  the  packet  otflce  there,  as  well  as 
upon  the  office  in  Dublin,  through  which  the  return 
mails  pass  on  their  way  to  England. 

The  subsequent  withdrawal  of  some  of  the  French 
packets  still  further  interrupted  our  communications. 
The  packets  for  Malta  went  only  thrice  a  month,  instead 
of  once  a  week ;  whilst  others,  as,  for  instance,  those  lea- 
ving St.  Nazaire  for  the  West  Indies  on  the  8th  of  every 
month,  were  suspended  altogether. 

As  the  war  proceeded  and  the  hostile  forces  approached 
Paris,  the  risk  of  interruption  to  our  Indian  mails  became 
more  and  more  imminent,  and  caused  serious  uneasiness 
to  the  Department.  This  feeling,  which  was  not  long  in 
communicating  itself  to  the  public,  the  subsequent  in- 
vestment of  the  capital  served  to  enhance.  The  mails 
had  now  to  branch  off  at  Amiens  and  go  round  bv  Kouen 
and  Tours,  at  a  cost,  in  point  of  time,  of  from  ^  to  40 
hours ;  but  even  this  circuitous  route  could  not  long  be 
depended  upon,  and  nothing  remained  but  to  abandon 
Marseilles  altogether  as  the  line  of  communication  for 
our  Indian  mails.  There  was  only  one  alternative — to 
send  them  through  Belgium  and  Germany  by  the  Brenner 
Pass  to  Brindisi,  and  thence  by  Italian  packets  to  Alex- 
andria, a  route  which  has  not  since  been  departed  from. 

But  it  was  in  respect  to  the  mails  for  France  herself, 
and  especially  for  Paris,  that  the  greatest  perplexity  pre- 
vailed. As  soon  as  Amiens  was  threatened — Amiens,  the 
very  keystone  of  our  postal  communication  with  the  in- 
tenor  and  South  of  France— it  became  evident  that  the 
route  vi4  Calais  would  not  remain  available  much  longer. 
The  alternative  routes  that  presented  themselves  were  vik 
Dieppe  and  vi&  Cherbourg  or  St.  Malo,  and  no  time  was 
lost  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the 
Brighton  and  South-western  Railway  Companies.  By 
both  companies  trains  were  kept  in  constant  readiness  at 


the  terminus  in  London,  and  veasels  remained  under 
steam  at  Newhaven  and  Southampton,  prepared  to  start 
at  the  shoitest  notice,  according  to  tiie  courie  events 
might  take.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  November 
intelligence  was  received  in  London  that  the  line  of  com- 
munic4ition  through  .\miens  was  closed,  and  the  mails 
were  diverted  from  Calais  to  Cherbourg ;  within  the  next 
four  days  Cherbourg  was  exchanged  for  Dieppe;  and 
Dieppe  soon  afterwards  for  St.  Malo. 

This  much  for  the  war  and  its  effects. 
Hardly  less  interesting  is  the  account  of  the 
post-office  nogociations.  St.  Martin's-le- 
Grand  has  its  own  ambassadors,  who  start 
on  their  missions  accredited  by  Her  Majesty *s 
Postmaster  General,  and  who  generally  sac- 
ceed  in  getting  some  much-desired  reduction 
in  rate,  or  change  in  route,  agreed  to.  Thas 
Mr.  Page,  one  of  the  assistant  under-secre- 
tariea  of  the  office  went  to  Berlin  early  in 
1870,  obtained  the  lowering  of  the  rat©  for 
letters  to  Germany  from  6d.  to  3d.,  and  made 
Urningcments  for  a  reduction  of  transit 
charge  on  all  British  mails  passing  through 
Germany,  the  value  of  which  was  unexpect- 
edly proved  a  few  months  afterwards,  when 
all  the  Indian  mails  had  to  travel  by  the 
Brenner  pass  to  Brindisi.  Respecting  thiit 
change  of  road  the  postmaster  says — 

Between  Brindisi  and  London  the  distance  is  1,734 
miles.  By  the  first  outward  mail  the  journey  was  ac- 
complished in  79^  hours,  or  within  one  hour  ot  the  time 
set  down  in  the  itinerary  drawn  up  by  the  Italian  post- 
office,  being  at  an  average  speea  of  about  22  miles  an 
hour,  including  all  delays  necessary  for  Uie  several  trans- 
fers of  the  mails  from  boat  to  railway,  and  r»r«  versa. 
By  the  first  homeward  mul  the  distance  was  travened  in 
8yi  hours. 

The  Italian  packets,  by  which,  on  the  first  adoptioa 
of  the  rout^  the  mails  were  conveved  between  Bnndisi 
and  Alexandria,  have  since  been  replaced  by  those  of  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  from  Marseilles  ;  and 
the  department,  thus  relieved  from  its  payment  to  Italv 
on  account  of  sea  service,  has  been  enabled  to  make  a  small 
reduction  in  the  postage. 

On  the  whole  tne  change  frt>m  Marseilles  to  Brindisi 
has  been  decidedly  advantageous  to  tho  public.     \ik 
Brindisi  the  postage  is  lower  uian  it  was  viu  Marseilles;  * 
and  the  route  has  proved  to  be  the  more  expeditious  of 
the  two. 

Ho  adcfs, 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  further  steps  havs 
been  taken  towards  the  removal  of  the  inoonvenient 
quarter-ounce  scale.  In  January  last  an  agreement  was 
come  to  with  Ital  v  to  adopt  the  unit  of  half  an  ounce,  ex- 
cept as  r^ards  letters  between  this  country  and  Sicily 
transmitted  by  French  packet,  which,  owing  to  the 
amount  payable  to  France  for  conveyance,  could  not  be 
included  without  augmenting  the  postage.  Even  in  re- 
spect to  these,  however,  some  small  advantage  has  been 
given  in  respect  to  weight,  and  the  3rd  of  an  ouncs  can 
now  be  sent  for  the  same  postage  as  was  formerly  charged 
upon  the  quarter  ounce. 
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The  quarter  ounce  scale  has  also  given  place  to  the 
scale  of  a  third  of  an  ounce  in  the  case  of  letters  between 
this  country  and  Spain. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  half  an  ounce  shall  be  the 
universal  weight  for  a  single  letter.  The 
iDtemational  Conference  will  perhaps  settle 
this  point.  Meanwhile  our  own  authorities 
have  settled  that  the  rate  for  our  internal 
postage  is  to  be  an  ounce,  and  they  will  cer- 
tainly find  it  to  their  profit  thus  to  broaden 
the  facilities  for  correspondence.  In  this 
country,  every  reduction  in  rates  has  been 
followed  by  an  increase  in  revenue ;  but  it 
DiQst  not  be  forgotten,  that,  whilst  giving 
fall  sway  to  a  liberal  policy,  the  administra- 
tion also  studies  very  carefully  the  wants 
of  every  postal  district  under  its  charge  ; 
aagmenting  the  number  of  deliveries,  and 
so  arranging  the  mail  service  as  to  permit 
of  posting  up  till  a  later  hour.  And  yet 
withal,  if  we  are  to  believe  The  Standard, 
the  poorer  classes  contribute  only  an  in- 
finitesimal drop  to  the  ever  increasing  flood 
of  correspondence,  the  direction  of  which 
requires  all  the  tact  and  energy  of  the  post- 
oflBce. 

We  have  to  remember,  savs  The  Standard^  the  enormous 
correspondence  carried  on  bv  sinp;le  firms,  tlie  swarms  of 
circulars  issued,  the  sackfuls  daily  sent  out  from  thou- 
sands of  offices,  the  perpetual  tiux  and  reflux  of  corre- 
eipondcnce  in  public  and  fashionable  life ;  the  manner, 
indeed,  in  which  the  local  post  is  often  monopolised 
almost  by  a  few  individuals;  the  delight  which  large 
claflset  of  idle  persons  feel  in  writing  to  their  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  a  hundred  other  circumstances,  and  we  shall 
experience,  perhaps,  a  little  leas  admiration  of  the  grand 
total  940,000,000,  of  the  10,000,000  yards  of  string  used 
in  tying  up  letters  for  the  countrj' ;  of  the  17»000  pounds 
weight  of  sealing  wax  consumed  in  St.  Martin' s-le-Grand 
in  sealing  the  700,000  countr]^  bags ;  and  the  four  tons  of 
ink  exhausted  in  the  stamping  of  letters  in  England 
alone.  The  circulation  is,  as  yet,  restricted ;  it  oeats 
batkwards  and  forwards  through  regular  channels ;  it  is 
opening  a  way  into  others,  of  course  but  not  so  rapidly 
as  upon  a  first  thought  we  might  fancy. 

The  general  masses  of  the  poor — all  classes  of  them, 
speaking  broadly — write  and  receive  few  letters.  The 
proportion  varies,  of  course ;  there  are  those  whose  cor- 
respondence, if  limited,  is  pretty  regular ;  others  at  whose 
doors  the  postman's  knock  is  rarelj'  heard,  except  upon 
the  arrival  of  a  colonial  mail :  many  whom  the  sight  of  a 
letter  actually  addressed  to  themselves  would  overwhelm 
with  excitement.  We  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  any 
great  activity  of  the  postal  service  among  the  humbler 
denizens  of  the  East-end,  or  the  weavers  of  the  midland, 
or  the  minera  and  metal  workers  of  the  Black  Country. 
The  agricultural  labourer,  as  a  rule,  does  not  tax  the  de- 
partment greatly.  In  many  a  village,  and  even  small 
town,  when  the  postaum  appears,  it  is  pretty  well  known 


beforehand  at  whose  houses  he  will  call.  Rarely  does  he 
stop  at  the  wayside  cottages  of  our  strictly  rural  districts. 
Even  at  ordinary  farm-houses  his  visits  are  rather  periodi- 
cal than  desultory.  Communication  in  the  country  is 
still  carried  on  by  means  of  ** messages"  among  the 
classes  we  speak  of,  and  even  those  above  them ;  whereas 
in  the  metropolis,  and  other  great  cities,  a  letter  posted  in 
one  street  has  to  be  deliver^  in  the  next.  'l*hroughout 
extensive  spaces  of  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  the  Principal- 
ity, letters  are  seldom  received,  unless  at  **the  great 
houses,"  though,  undoubtedly,  the  PoKt  Office  is  pushing 
its  way.  As  to  postal  cards,  it  may  be  questioned  whether 
they  hitherto  nave  been,  in  any  important  degree,  ap- 
preciated by  the  poor,  with  whom  the  folding  and 
fastening  of  a  letter  is  scarcely  less  a  solemnity  than  the 
writing  of  it.  All  this,  none  of  which,  we  think,  will  be 
denied,  shows  that  the  department  has  still  before  it 
almost  limitless  opportunities  of  expansion. 

There  is  a  certain  amount  of  truth  in 
these  assertions,  hut  there  is  also  a  great 
deal  of  exaggeration.  There  is  no  douht 
that  the  country  people  do  correspond  far 
more  than  they  once  did — to  the  full  measure, 
in  fact,  of  their  improved  education.  If 
they  write'  five  letters  per  annum  now,  it  is 
probably  three  more  than  they  would  have 
written  twenty  years  ago.  The  railway 
separates  and  breaks  up  poor  families  as 
well  as  rich  ;  and  such  disruption  necessarily 
briugs  about  correspondence* 


NEW  FRENCH   STAMPS. 

In  the  last  days  of  August  the  French  as- 
sembly voted  a  new  and  retrograde  postal 
tariff,  with  intent  to  obtain  from  the  post- 
office  a  portion  of  the  wherewithal  to  pay  off 
the  Prussians.  We  have  good  reason,  how- 
ever, for  believing  that  it  will  result  not  in 
profit  but  in  loss  to  the  government,  and  can- 
not but  feel  surprised  that  French  statesmen 
should  be  so  blind  to  the  lessons  conveyed 
by  the  postal  revenue  of  other  countries  as 
to  pin  their  faith  to  the  high  rates  for  whose 
adoption  they  have  voted.  Yet  when  M. 
Wolowski  raised  his  voice  in  the  assembly 
against  the  augmontatious,  he  was  met  by 
the  stereotyped  cry  that  five  millions  had  to 
be  provided  for,  and  further  discussion  was 
stifled.  In  an  able  letter  which  appeared  in 
the  Journal  dee  Debate,  the  veteran  ft*ee 
trader,  M.  Michel  Chevalier,  demonstrated 
that  the  true  road  to  profit  lay  through  di- 
minished postal  rates,  but  all  to  no  purpose ; 
the  French  deputies  persisted  in  raising  the 
rate  for  a  single  letter,  weighing  the  third  of 
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an  ounce,  from  20  to  25  centimes,  ignoring 
the  almost  certain  fact  that  where  live  letters 
have  hitherto  been  written,  only  four,  or  even 
three,  will  be  sent  in  future. 

However,  for  better  or  for  worse,  the  act 
of  the  assembly  has  gone  forth,  and  the  new 
tariff  has  been  published.  The  principal 
rates  are  the  following : — 

Lettera  posted  and  delivered  within  the  name  district, 
and  not  exceeding  15  grammes  for  Paris,  or  10 
grammes  for  the  provinces  . .  . .     15  centimes. 

From  town  to  town,  not  exceeding  10  grammes  25       „ 

„  20      „       40       „ 

60       „       70       „ 
100       „  1  f.  20       „ 
6       ,,2       „ 
10       „         3       „ 

Three  stamps  consequently  disappear  from 
the  French  series,  viz.,  the  1,  10,  and  20 
centimes,  and  five  require  to  be  added, 
viz.,  8, 15,  25,  and  70  centimes,  and  1  f,  20  c. 
The  15  and^25  c.  are  already  in  circulation, 
but  nothing  is  said  of  the  higher  values  ;  yet 
they  will  evidently  be  required,  as  the  rates  of 
70  c.  and  of  1  f.  20  c.  can  neither  be  formed 
with  less  than  three  stamps. 

We  have  included  a  S  centime  stamp 
among  the  requirements,  as  it  is  not  likely 
the  1  centime  will  be  maintained  merely  to  be 
employed  in  conjunction  with  the  2  centime, 
to  form  the  new  rate  for  10  gramme 
circulars. 

The  15  and  25  centime  stamps,  respectively, 
are  the  exact  counterparts  of  the  10  and 
20  c,  even  to  the  colours,  the  former  being 
bistre  and  the  latter  blue.  This  has  already 
been  the  subject  of  complaint  in  Paris,  and 
mistakes  are  certainly  likely  to  arise  so  long 
as  the  10  and  20  c.  continue  in  circulation, 
especially  as  the  figures  of  value  are  so  small.. 

The  immediate  application  of  the  new 
rates  was  also  grumbled  at,  because  there 
were  no  new  stamps  to  represent  them.  A 
five  centime  stamp  had  to  be  added  to  the 
10  c.  or  20  c.  for  local  or  ordinary  letters,  as 
the  case  might  be,  but  the  stock  of  five  cen- 
times ran  short  in  many  places.  The  5  c.  of 
the  empire  reappeared,  the  stamps  being 
either  remainders  or  a  government  re-issue ; 
but  many  offices  remained  unsupplied,  and 
we  have  seen  a  great  number  of  letters 
prepaid  with  a  20  centime  stamp  coupled  with 
three  1  c.  and  a  2  c,  or  a  4  c.  and  ale. 


We  also  keep,  as  a  curiosity,  a  letter  franked 
with  a  20  c.  stamp  and  the  Aa//of  a  10  c, 
diagonally  cut,  probably  attached  at  the  post 
office. 

A  short  time  before  the  new  tarilT  was 
voted,  there  appeared  in  one  of  the  Paris 
papers  a  statement  that  M.  Rampont,  the 
postmaster,  was  about  to  adopt  the  post-card 
system,  and  issue  5  and  10  centime  cards, 
the  former  for  Paris,  the  latter  for  the  pro- 
vinces, but  in  the  assembly  a  proposal  made 
by  one  of  its  members,  to  the  effect  that 
post  cards  should  be  issued  was  negatived, 
in  consequence  of  M.  Rampont's  opposition. 
The  Paris  journal  above  referred  to  coupled 
its  information  respecting  post  cards  with  a 
statement  that  stamped  envelopes  were 
about  to  be  issued,  and  that  it  had  been  de- 
citied  not  to  obliterate  them  in  the  post- 
office.  We  fear,  however,  this  intelligence 
is  not  well  founded,  and  it  certainly  comes 
in  bad  company. 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Descriptive  Price  Catalogue  of  Oovemment 
Postage  Stamps,  Willum  P.  Bkown  : 
New  York.     1871. 

This  is  a  neat  and  serviceable  pnUication, 
carefully  compiled  by  a  gentleman  who,  we- 
believe,  with  perfect  justice,  claims  to  have 
been  the  second  in  America  to  engage  in  the 
stamp  trade.  He  pre&ces  his  list  with  a  few 
well  chosen  observations  on  the  spread  of 
philately  in  general,  and  his  own  trade  in 
particular.  We  incidentally  learn  from  this 
preface  that  that  unique  little  journal.  The 
Cunosiiy  Cabinet  has  ceased  to  exist,  having 
probably  been  unable  to  keep  the  field  against 
its  older  rivals.  Another  interesting  little 
item  from  the  same  source  is  the  following : — 

We  haye  in  oar  store  a  collection  of  over  1200  rarieties 
of  counterfeit  stamps,  the  property  of  C.  H.  Coster^  of  thii 
eity,  which  our  friends  may  examine  at  their  pleasure. 

Mr.  Coster  has  just  made  his  appearance 
as  a  writer  on  stamp  subjects,  and  his  pos- 
session of  this  extensive  collection  of  forgeries 
is  a  proof  of  his  assiduity  in  study.  His 
opinion  on  any  question  involving  the  cha- 
racter of  stamps  will  certainly  be  entitled  to 
considerable  weight. 
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Returning  now  to  Mr..  Brown's  catalogue, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  it  to 
the  notice  of  our  American  subscribers,  for 
we  have  long  known  its  author,  and  have 
never  had  reason  to  regret  having  made  his 
acquaintance. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

SoMVTHiico  LEFT  OVT.— In  the  Postmaster  General's 
last  report  we  read  that  **m  London  alone  above  ten 
miUioQ  yards  of  string  were  used  in  1870  for  tying  up 
lettirn  for  the  country*  and  above  17*000  lbs.  of  sealing- 
wax  for  securing  the  tOO,000  bags,  and  4  tons  of  ink  were 
Uied  in  England  for  impressing  postmarks  on  letters." 
There  is  a  most  extraordinary  omission  in  these  statistics 
of  a  great  government  depairtment— not  a  word  is  said 
about  red  tape ! — tuneh. 

What's  in  a  Name.— It  is  stated  that  the  United 
States  post-office  department  has  just  made  a  decision  in 
refereuce  to  the  titles  that  may  be  placed  on  the  new 
stamped  envelopes  which  are  furnished  with  printed 
sddreMes.  It  is  held  that  honorary  prefixes,  such  as 
Jod^  Colonel,  Professor,  Reverend,  Doctor,  &c.,  hy  which 
tn  individual  is  generally  known  and  styled  in  his  com- 
munity, may  be  vrintea  on  the  envelopes,  but  that  no 
suffixes,  suchaa  A.3.,  A.M.,  M.D.,  &c.,can  be  allowed. — 
Timn. 

Upo.v  the  nmiODUcrioN  of  the  halfpenny  post  cards, 
the  authorities  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  firm  of  De 
La  Uue  &  Watham  for  the  manufacturing  and  printing  of 
tbrm.  The  contract  was  for  three  years,  and  the  nunioer 
ordered  was  100,000,000.  The  present  rate  of  consump- 
tion is  1,500,000  a  week,  or  78,000,000  a  year,  and,  there- 
fore, 2S4,(KK),000  in  three  years.  Before  the  end  of  the 
fintt  twelve  months,  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the 
consumption  will  reach  100,C00,000  a  year.  Here  is 
another  instance  of  the  growth  of  the  British  Poet- 
Ot&oe.—Buiiionist. 

Tub  Ixdian  Mail.— We  met  the  Indian  mail.  A 
coach -and-four,  was  it  ?  or  a  palki  ?  A  swift  dromedary, 
or  an  elephant  ?  No.  The  bags  conveying  all  the  threats, 
commands,  and  resolutions  of  love-making  and  monev- 
makin^  were  carried  on  the  back  of  a  native  runner,  wno 
with  his  lantern  and  small  bells  hurried  past  us !  It  is  in 
this  primeval  fashion  that  the  postal  communications  of 
tiouthem  and  C^itral  India  are  kept  up.  The  **post" 
goes  at  a  conscientious  trot^  and  soon  transfers  his  bags 
and  responsibilities  to  another.  So  on  it  goes,  until  ul 
letters  are  duly  delivered  at  their  final  destination. — J'eepi 
at  ths  Far  EaaL 

Inquirb  Abboad  for  News  at  Home.— A  well- 
known  dealer  sends  us  the  following ;—  A  few  weeks  back, 
I  wrote  to  my  correspondent  in  we  Axores,  requesting 
him  to  obtain  for  me  some  of  the  new  5  reis  stamps  for 
that  colony.  He  replied.  **  On  applying  at  the  post-office 
for  the  quantity  you  require,  I  was  informed  that  not 
even  an  eighth  part  was  on  hand ;  that  if  I  wished  it,  the 
quantity  would  he  sent  fur  from  Lisbon,  to  come  by  the 
mail-boat  next  month,"  &c.  He  concludes  by  stating 
that  they  will  be  sent  off  from  the  Azores  on  '1st  June. 
When  they  tlo  come  they  will  doubtless  be  the  new 
issue;  notwithstanding,  my  correspondent  writes  (in 
answer  to  an  innuiry  of  mine),  **  There  is  no  new  issue  of 
stamps.  To  make  sure,  I  asked  the  postmaster ;  and  was 
informed  by  him,  that  not  only  were  there  no  new  stamps, 


but  a  fVesh  emission  was  not  even  in  contemplation." 
After  writing  the  above,  he  prepays  his  letter  in  stamps 

of  26  reis  of  the  new  issue  I 

_ —  J 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

FRENCH  COUNTERFEITS. 
To  the  Editor  of  Thb  Stamp-Collbcto&'s  Maoazinb." 

Dbau  Siu, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  believe  the 
perforated  forgeries  of  the  French  Republic,  1870,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  June  number,  are  identical  with  those 
issued  by  Messrs.  Letts  &  Son  on  their  facsimile  of  a 
balloon  letter.  Trusting  this  intelligence  may  prove  of 
interest. 

I  remain,  yours  obediently, 

Portamouth,  C.  J.  H. 


"LIQUOR  AMMONIA  FORTIS." 
To  the  Editor  of  "  Thb  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb." 

Dear  Sir, — ^Tour  correspondent,  R.  C.  Hope,  must 
not  put  two  great  faith  in  his  carmine  6  cents  United 
States  stamp,  for  I  have  found  that,  when  careAilly 
wetted  with  liquor  ammonia  fortie^  this,  and  other 
stamps  of  a  similar  shade,  will  turn  to  a  decided  carmine 
tint.  It  is  possible  that  his  stamp  may  have  been  so 
**  doctored." 

Tours  obediently, 

Birmingham.  VL  B.  E. 

A  TASMANLiN  NOVELTY. 
To  the  Editor  of  ^^Thk  Stamf-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sm,— A  stamp  has  just  come  into  my  possession  which 
I  do  not  find  catalogued  anywhere. 

Shape,  rectangular. 

Colour,  green  on  white  paper. 

InscribtS  above,  Tasmania,  in  white  letters. 

Inscribed  below,  threb  pence,  in  green  letters. 

In  small  oval  on  each  side,  on  solid  disc,  the  figure  3. 

The  design  in  centre  of  stamp  looks  like  a  view  of  high 
mountains. 

The  shape  of  the  frame  of  the  stamp  is  very  like  the 
**  Victoria ''  stamps,  3d.  blue,  1866;  4d.  pink,  1866. 

Can  you  tell  me  anything  about  it  ? 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

L.  J.  N. 


THE  "STAFFORD-SMITH"  ALBUMS. 
To  the  Editor  o/**Tub  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  it  to  be  known  that  for  four 
Tears  I  have  collected  in  a  "  Stafford-Smith  "  album,  and 
nave  never  had  the  least  difficulty  in  putting  in  new  issues. 
My  plan  is  this :  I  cut  as  many  extra  pa^es  as  I  want  to 
the  size  and  shape  required,  rule  them  in  red  ink,  and 
mount  them  on  the  guards  which  occur  throughout  the 
book.  This  plan  does  not  in  the  least  spoil  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Dook,  or  make  it  what  Mr.  Overy  j^ylor 
appropriately  calls  "podgy."  By  adopting  this  plan  I 
have  always  found  space  for  all  new  issues,  and  it  has 
never  occasioned  the  slightest  inconvenience. 

r  have  several  specimens  of  the  English  2d.,  present 
issue,  with  inverted  watermark ;  also  different  values  of 
Hong  Kong. 

Trusting  these  remarks  may  prove  of  some  use, 
I  remain,  c^ar  Sir, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Hamsterley.  HANOVERIAN. 
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THE  HAJTIAN  STAMp. 
Til l&*  Editor o/"TasSTivr-Ci>J.i.a7toit'ii  Haouine." 

Sir, — la  rol.  vl ,  p.  163,  rou  figure  and  dcariibe  (he 
above  atanip,  but  put  the  editoiud  extinguisher  pretty 
ve.l  over  it.  That  you  juatly  (rna  it  unecaiif't.  I  do 
not  take  upon  me  to  deny  ;  but  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
would  insert  thii  note  in  your  next,  in  order  to  elicit  the 
opinioa  of  the  learned  on  the  lubject. 

My  copy,  which  I  hare  hud  about  eighteen  montha 
only,  bean  two  po9t(J)mfirl».  1.  In  oval  frame,  the 
name  TinUBoN,  with  mi  6,  in  ceulre ;  this,  enving  the 
ends  of  otuI,  a  clear;  rolour,  blue.  2.  Nearly  a  aemi- 
cinle  of  3  loneeiilrie  doited  lineo  ;  colour,  blue. 
■  Tiburoa  it  a  town  ncur  the  cape  k  named,  at  the 
weatem  extremity  of  the  iiUnd. 

Youn, 

Safkal.  WARDEN. 


THE  SALE  OF  STAMP  FOBOEItlES. 
7brA<£ififaro/"TnBST4.HF-Col.LKCroB'BMAOjuiHK." 

Dbab  Sitt,— I  am  a  oolloctor  of  poitage  glarapi,— not 
BmiI,  telegraph,  and  commercial  labels,  none  of  which 
have  diBrms  lor  me ;  and  slill  less  do  I  core  for  cuays  and 
"  (kcaimilies."  which  latter  word  is  but  another  temi  for 
forgeriea.  Mr  busineu  often  obliges  me  to  visit  the 
metropolis  and  many  of  our  provinciiil  towns  ;  and  being 
an  ardent  searcher  a^t  specimens  for  my  album,  you 
will  not  wander,  tiir,  that  the  shop-windows  where  etampi 
are  displayed  have  a  special  attraction  for  me.  But  how 
ftvquently  have  I  been  disgust«d  and  disappointed  bj 
finding,  instead  of  "  Genuine  Foreign  Slam  pa  (as  these 
shecu  are  invahahly  labelled),  row  after  row  of  vorthleaa 
lorznin. 

I  will  charitably  auppoie  that  the  vendors  of  this 
rabbish  are  ignorant  of  what  they  offer  to  the  public, 
but  ought  (hey  not  to  exercise  some  little  discretion  in 
becoming  the  agents  for  dealetH  of  whose  commercial 
standing  thcv  can  bate  but  liltlo  knowledge  !  and  they 
would  certainly  beaeBt  (rath  themselves  and  stamp 
dealers  by  consenting  to  do  business  only  for  honest  and 
Tesnectable  stamp  firms. 

)t  wish  to  imply  that  I  do  not  meet  with  any 


experienced  eoUeetors  to  be  careful  what  they  buy,  and 
not  to  fancy  they  have  always  a  bargain  when  they  see  a 
label  marked  at  a  low  figure. 


N.ATAL  STAMPS. 

TiithtXdit»rtf"T-a%  ST^NF-CoLtECTOK'g  Macuivi." 

SlK,— In  the  April  number  of  your  valuable  magaiine 


aigned  W.  E.  C.      1 
ciillection  be  saw  a  U 


Id.  Natal  with  PDSfTADu  surrhargrd  in 
"SBlAirlypt,"  instead  ofroman.  Now.  this  stamp  niuit 
be  a  /or^rji,  as  all  (h>  surohaiged  Nalal  stamps  an  in 

There  are  six  Tnrie(ie«  of  Id.  Nalals  with  rusTAOE  sur- 
charged in  roman  type,  vii : — 

1st.  That  with  poiTAOB  printed  aerDSa  the  l)wcn'i 

ind.  That  with  postaob  printed  on  both  sides  of  (be 

3rd,  That  with  PoaTAOB  printed  acmaa  the  bottnn  U 
the  profile  in  thin  long  capitals. 

4tli.  The  same  as  tlie  abo/e,  but  (he  letleto  in  thidi 
-■■     ■    ipiula. 

That  with  roBTtOE  printed  across  the  boUosi  vf 


letters  small. 

6th.  The  auu 
and  thicker. 


and  hu  si 
Of  Sat, 


I  as  No.  6,  b 


>e  lett 


capital,  11 
•  larger. 


iraled.  was  in  use  for 


I)t.  Gray,  in  his  catalogue,  notices  a  Id.  dnrk  i 
deep  blue,  mper/oi  altd,  of  the  I8G0  series 
stamps.  I  have  never  heard  of.  or  seen  cilhi 
stamps;  but  have  many  like  the  abore  ptrfi 
I  think  Dr.  Gray  must  be  mistaken. 

There  are  at  prommt  two  larleliea  of  Burcl 
Natala,  vii ;— Ist.  That  with  fobtaob  printed 
boltem  of  profile  in  thick   abort  capitala.— 


inted   a 


a  the  . 


postage  H  eapltaL  the  othe 

By  inserting  this  letter  in  the 
valuable  maguiinc  you  will  oblige. 


Fine  Town,  Ifalal,  South  Africa. 


>mall. 


of  the 
number  of  jont 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


the  normal  oolour. 

W.  II.  D.,  Gr^at  Grimsby.— 1.  The  light  blue  I  real 
Spanish,  of  1861.  has  long  been  known,  and  ia  toolicd 
on  as  an  easar.— 2.  The  (W  cent.  Uruguay,  lake.  muM 
be  an  irriar  ^imprenitn,  if  it  be  not  a  changeling.-^ 
3.  The  30  c,  French  empire,  with  ground  of  horimntsl 
lines,  was  noticed  last  year. 

P.  C.  II.,  Derby.— The  1818  Republic  stamps  wen 
not  perforated,  the  IBTO  Pariuan  ait ;  but  those  issued  it 
Bordeaux  in  1870  are  not.  These  latter,  ant,  howcTw, 
easily  distinguishable  from  the  others,  as  thcv  are  litbo- 
graphed,  and  are  very  coarse.  If  Dr.  Gray''s  ealalogse 
and  Lallier's  albums  do  not  mention  the  Atsace  and  Lor- 
raine stamps,  it  is  no  doubt  becauae  they  wein  pubUabed 
before  the  war  broke  out. 
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NOTES   ON  THE  UNITED   STATES 

LOCALS. 

BT  W.  DUDLEY  ATLBB. 

V. 

In  writings  these  papers,  I  have  had  many 
difficuUics  to  contend  with ;  the  chief  of 
these  being  the  scarcity  of  all  genuine  locals, 
except  those  of  the  commonest  kinds ;  and 
even  when  I  have  obtained  the  stamp  of  any 
particular  post,  I  cannot  make  sure  that  it 
does  not  exist  in  some  other  colonr,  or  that 
there  may  not  be  variations  in  the  die.  If 
I  were  able  to  examine  these  rare  locals  in 
balk,  completeness  might  be  at  once  attained ; 
bnt,  as  it  is,  a  solitary  specimen  is  oflen 
all  I  have  to  jndge  from. 

Previously  to  describing  the  stamps  of  any 
one  of  these  private  offices,  I  make  careful 
inquiry  of  my  home  and  American  corre- 
spondents respecting  them.  It  generally 
happens  that  the  opinions  of  the  latter  dis- 
agree upon  some  points,  so  that  it  requires 
much  care  to  sift  the  various  conflicting 
statements.  For.  example,  I  will  instance 
the  labels  of  Boyd.  Before  publishing  ray 
list,  I  sent  proofs  to  two  leading  amateurs 
in  the  States,  both  of  whom  returned  them 
with  the  assurance  that  the  order  in  which 
I  had  placed  my  types  was  correct.  It  now 
seems  that  I  am  wrong  in  one  or  two  cases  ; 
bat  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
I  have  never  chronicled  a  counterfeit  as  a 
genuine  impression,  and  have  always  en- 
deavoured to  expose  impostors. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  I 
have  secured  a  most  valuable  collaborator, 
in  the  person  of  Joseph  J.  Casey,  Esq.,  of 
New  xork,  who  has  for  some  time  past 
given  to  the  subject  of  locals  considerable 
study,  labour,  and  money  ;  the  latter  a  very 
important  item  in  this  branch  of  philately. 
From  next  month,  the  proofs  of  all  my  papers 
upon  this  topic  will  be  laid  before  that 
gentleman ;  and  I  can  promise  some  highly 
interesting  particulars  conceiliing  the  stamps 
of  the  East  River  post-office,  in  addition  to 
nnnaerous  other  curious  facts  not  hitherto 
chronicled. 

As  I  am  continually  receiving  queries  as 
to  the  genuineness  of  one  or  other  of  the 
numerous  "  bogus  "  locals,  I  think  that  a  list 


of  those  known  to  me  will  be  useful  to  my 
readers.  All  the  following  are  purely  imagi- 
nary labels  of  imaginary  companies.  There 
are  doubtless  others,  but  those  arc  the 
common  kinds  sold  in  most  packets. 

FICTITIOUS   LOCALS. 

Arthur's  City  Express,  2  cents,-  square. 

Baldwin's  Railroad  Postage,  twopence  (loooraoUvt*), 
large  oblong. 

Barker*8  City  Post,  Paid  (beehive),  square. 

Barr's  Penny  Despatch,  oblong. 

Bowery  C.  C.  Post  Office,  2  c,  oblong. 

Bi'igg's  Paid  Despatch,  small  oblong. 

Central  Post-office,  one  cent,  circular. 

Clinton's  Penn;^  Post,  Philadelphia,  oblong. 

Donaldson's  Paid  Despatch,  oblong. 

Down's  One-cent  Dispatch  (dove),  rect. 

Express  Post,  one  cent  rhead  in  oval),  rect. 

Florida  Express  (mounted  courier),  rect. 

Hackett's  City  Post,  2  cents,  oblong. 

Hunt's  I  c.  Despatch,  square. 

Ker's  City  Post,  various  (said  to  be  Cmadian). 

Lathrop's  Albany  Bank  Express,  57,  State  St.,  oblong. 

Lcbeau  City  Post  Paid,  5  cents,  oblonj?. 

Letter  Despatch,  J.  M.  Chute  (ship),  oblong. 

Mills  (G.  A.)  Free  Despatch  Post,  oblong. 

Moody's  Penny  Dispatch,  Chicago,  obi  )ng,  two  sizes. 

Moody's  Penny  Post,  Chicago,  oblong. 

Smith's  Mountain  Express,  Paid,  five  cents,  diamond. 

3rd  Avenue  S.  R.  Post-office,  small  oblong. 

Union  Despatch  (horse's  head),  square. 

United  States  Letter  Express,  20  o.  (head  of  Washing- 
ton), large  rect. 

Utica  Express,  30  cents,  large  square. 

Walker's  Penny  Post  (winged  dart),  oblong. 

In  most  collections  are  to  be  found  large 
embossed  designs,  which  are  supposed  to 
have  been  issued  for  the  prepayment  of 
letters  sent  bj  the  express  named  upon  them. 
The  commonest  of  these  are  the  various 
devices  adopted  by  Adams'  Express  Company 
for  their  different  offices ;  such  as  a  spread 
eagle,  for  New  York;  Pegasus,  for  Phila- 
delphia, and  their  monogram — ^C — for 
Boston.  Another  unintentional  impostor  is 
the  oval  with  horse's  head ;  which  is  given 
in  nearly  every  catalogue  as  an  envelope 
stamp  of  the  New  Jersey  Express  Co.,  whose 
name  is  thereon.  All  these  are  simply  struck 
as  advertisements  upon  the  business  enve- 
lopes of  the  respective  companies.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  large  printed  impression  of 
the  Merchant's  Union  Express,  having  for 
device  clasped  hands  within  a  circle. 


whittelset's  express. 
An  American   correspondent,  who  is  an 
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nathority   on  locals,  informs  me  that  tbia 
Btanip  exista  in  bine,  as  well  as  in  brick-red. 

CUHKINO'S  CITT  POST. 

Since  writing  my  last  paper,  I  have  Been 
a  copy  of  this  wretchedly-drawn  label  in 
black  npon  yellow,  and  have  beard  that  it  is 
also  found  on  green.  Not  having  seen  the 
latter  colonr,  I  give  it  witb  reeerve. 

■SS8X   EXPBG3S   POST. 

The  history  of  this  post  is  amusingly  given 
in  an  early  number  of  37ia  Mereury.  Wo 
are  there  told  that  it  was  ostabliebod,  in  or 
about  1856,  by  three  ex-carriers  of  Now 
Tork  eipreasea.  These  young  men  had 
sundry  tin  boxes  placed  io  various  portions 
of  the  city;  and  as  their  chief  office  was 
in  Essex  Street,  the  name  of  their  business 
was  probably  derived  from  that  fact.  A 
stamp  was  issned  of  the  following  design. 
Sailing  vessel  in  single-lined  oval;  Essex 
BXPEtEsa  at  sides,  letieb  above,  2  cis.  below. 
I  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  see  a  copy, 
but  the  colour  is  said  to  have  been  bluck 
on  omnge-red.  After  remaining  iu  bnai- 
neas  ftii-  less  than  a  month,  wo  are  informed 
that  the  proprietors  retired  npon  the  profits 
accrning  from  the  sale  of  their  stamps. 
In  1802,  a  certain  dealer  getting  scent 
of  some  of  these  labels,  proceodod  to  a 
grocer,  who  formerly  kept  a  box  for  the 
concern,  and  from  bim  obtained  abont  two- 
fa  nndred-and-firty  copies.  Having  a  fine 
sense  of  first-clasa  hamour,  the  now  owner 
of  these  locals  detached  ouo  from  a  sheet, 
and  after  adding  a  streamer  to  tbo  mizzen- 
maat  of  tho  ship  and  S.  X.  beneath,  sent 
this  altered  specimen  to  a  brother  dealer. 
Strange  to  say,  the  recipient  of  the  doctored 
hkbel  was  in  a  few  days  able  to  advertise 
that  he  had  for  sale  a  Gno  stock  of  "  un- 
doubtedly genuine  "  Essex  Letter  Express 
stamps,  all  of  which  boro  s.  x.  below  tho 
vessel.  As  these  shams  are  so  plainly 
branded  witb  the  mark  of  their  worthleas- 
ness,  nothing  more  need  be  said  concerning 
them.  What  became  of  those  two-hundred- 
and-fifly  originals  is  to  me  a  mystery,  for 
genuine  specimens  seem  to  be  as  scarce  as 
they  were  before  this  grand  find.  Everyone 
knows  of  the  common  forgery,  which  is  con- 
demned by  its  many-hucd  companions,  and 


IStfSSSOtt   MARKET   POST  OFFICE. 

This  is  an  office  respecting  which  I  have 
not  been  able  to  glean  any  information ;  bnt 
it  undoubtedly  existed  niany  years  since. 
The  stamp  used  was  an  oblong  oval,  sur- 
ronoded  by  the  inscription  jgffbbsos  hueet 

P03T    OFFICE,     ST    C.     SCHMIDT  &   CO.      lo  the 

centre  was  an  eagle  perched  upon  a  rock. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  printed  both  in  black 
upon  red,  and  in  blue.  Copies  are  extremely 
scarce. 

blood's  puiuadelphia  despatch. 
This  post  was  started  abont  1&13,  but  1 
cannot  vouch  for  tho  exact  dat« ;  it  issaed 
several  labels,  most  of  which  are  well  known, 
either  in  their  original  state  or  oa  counter- 
feits. 

I  cannot  say  in  what  order  tho  cloven 
different  types  i 
American  critic 
ask  for  tho  information.  According  to  tbo 
late  Mr.  James  Leslie,  the  stamp  with  giant- 
striding  courier  was  the  earliest.  So  I  will 
take  the  threo  dies  of  this  design  first. 

I. — Man  stopping  over  the  merchants' 
exchange  of  Philadelphia,  having  under  his 
letl  arm  a  packet  inscrilKd  paid;  and  over 
his  right  shoulder  a 
sack  lettered  cm' 
DISPATCH  POST.   Largo 

ll.^Samo  design, 
with  the  addition  of 
D,  o.  BLOOc  &  CO. 'a  in 
arch  above  the  post- 
man. 
IK.— Similar  to  the 
last,  but  witb  post  omitted  from  the  bag, 
and  CITY  nisPATCil  added  in  another  curve 
(but  of  thinner  type)  across  tho  centre  of  tho 
stamp.     All  throe  dies  printed  in  black  on 

Oeitmne. — At  the  base  between  the  border 
lines  is  LITH.  »t  waqner  &,  h'^Ouiuah,  100, 
CHESTNUT  STREET,  Bod  at  right-hand  comer, 
J.  BMiTQ  ;  all  of  which  can  easily  be  read  by 
the  aid  of  a  microscope.  On  the  lell-hand 
building  the  word  hthoobaph  can  be  plainly 
discerned. 

i'oi-geriea.-  -I  know  of  three  counterfeits  of 
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each  type,  two  from  wood-cuts,  and  one  pro- 
duced by  lithography.  In  the  earliest  of  the 
former  the  makers*  names  are  not  given, 
and  in  the  second  they  are  qnite  andistin- 
gnishable.  The  lithog^ph  is  a  very  decep- 
tive imitation,  and  has  donbtless  taken  in 
many  a  collector.  It  is,  however,  at  once 
condemned  by  the  lettering  at  foot,  which  is 
too  illegible,  and  cannot  be  read  by  any 
means.  Genuine  copies  of  all  three  dies  are 
of  great  rarity. 

IV. — Blood's  |penng  |post,  phiud'a,  in  dou- 
ble linear  frame.     Small  oblong. 

a.  Blue  imp.  on  ground  of  fine  pink 
dashes ;  lavender  paper. 

b.  Gold  on  plain  blue,  and  bronze  on 
black. 

Genuine, — The  stroke  under  post  is  very 
short,  extending  only  th^  width  of  s.  The 
execution  of  the  stamp  is  tolerably  good. 
This  is  the  label  that  was  obliterated  by  a 
style  dipped  in  acid. 

Forrjeries. — These  are  always  bad,  and 
have  a  curve  under  post  reaching  from  o  to  s. 
In  the  imitations  of  a.,  the  pink  surcharging 
is  composed  of  smudged  diamond-shaped 
dots. 

V. — Blood's  Paid  despatch  in  frame  of  two 
lines;  very  small  oblong.  Bronze  on  black. 
I  have  not  seen  a  counterfeit  of  this  type,  but 
the  following  features  of  the  original  may  be 
useful  in  advance.  Of  the  two  strokes  over 
PAID,  the  first  extends  horisontally  with  lo 
of  blood's  ;  the  second  is  more  arched,  and 
IB  a  little  wider  than  the  d  above  it.  The 
curve  below  reaches  to  above  the  t  of  des- 
patch; and  after  which  word  is  a  minute 
period.     It  is  rare  as  2l  genuine  stamp. 

VL — Blood's  0ne  S,txd  dispatch  within 
double  linear  frame;  very  small  oblong. 
Bronze  on  black. 

Genuine. — The  stroke  above  cent  extends 
over  the  two  middle  letters,  and  the  dash 
below  value  commences  beneath  the  second 
stroke  of  n  in  one,  and  finishes  under  the 
first  portion  of  the  R  in  the  following  word. 
There  is  a  period  after  dispatch. 

Forgeries, — I  know  of  two,  and  there  are 
probably  more ;  one  is  carefully  copied,  but 
presents  the  following  difierences.  The  stroke 
over  CENT  comes  just  below  the  d  of  blood's, 
and  extends  from  above  the  c  to  between 


the  E  and  N  of  the  first-named  word,  the  last 
letter  of  which  is  close  to  the  border.  The 
dash  under  the  value  reaches  from  beneath 
the  centre  of  n  to  the  following  c.  After 
despatch  there  is  no  full  stop. 

The  other  counterfeit  is  printed  in  vai'ious 
fancy  shades,  and  is  of  coarse  appearance. 
It  will  be  enough  to  say  that  the  lower  dash 
extends  from  the  n  in  one  to  the  same  letter 
in  its  companion  word. 

VII. — Blood's  Sost  ©ffice  despatch  within 
a  frame  of  two  lines;  very  small  oblong, 
bronze  on  black. 

This  stamp  is  rather  a  difficult  one  to 
forge,  through  the  fineness  of  the  G^erman 
text  in  the  centre.  In  the  genuine,  the  dash 
under  post-office  extends  to  i ;  whereas,  in 
the  only  imitation  known  to  me,  the  dash 
does  not  reach  &rther  than  the  second  f. 

VIII. — Blood's  despatch  for  the  post 
office.  The  following  is  Mr.  Scott's  de- 
scription of  this  stamp,  after  stating  that  the 
above  inscription  la  in  scrolls : — •"  Printed  in 
black,  on  a  ground  of  pale  blue.  The  word 
blood's  in  script  capiteJs  is  shown  on  the 
tinted  ground  under  the  black  inscription  ; 
oblong,  black  on  blue  groundwork,  white 
paper.  It  was  used  in  Philadelphia  [were 
Blood's  stamps  ever  used  anywhere  else  ?] 
in  1848,  and  is  now  very  scarce,  which  fact, 
we  presume,  is  the  reason  it  has  never  been 
counterfeited." 

IX. — I  have  now  to  chronicle  one  of  the 
most  elegant  and  chastely  engraved  of 
American  locals.  It  bears  a  full-face  portrait 
of  Henry  Clay,  upon  a  sinuous  engine-turned 
disc,  within  a  solid  oval,  inscribed  blood's 
penny  post  above,  kocheesperger  &  co., 
PHILADA.  below.  Black  impression  on  white 
paper.  There  is  no  forgery  of  this  type,  but 
proofs  exist  in  several  colours. 

X. — Blood's  despatch  within  a  double 
linear  oval;  in  the  centre,  a  di3ve  with 
extended  wings,  holding  in  its  beak  a  letter, 
inscribed  paid.  Oval ;  black  impression  on 
green,  and  on  white.  The  remainders  of 
these  stamps  must  have  been  large,  as  copies 
are  easily  obtainable.  There  is  a  poor  for- 
gery, in  which  the  dove  is  very  badly  drawn, 
with  the  envelope  plain,  instead  of  having 
its  due  share  of  shading. 

{To  be  eoHtinwd.) 
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gttgeUorf. 

,Thb  paper  on  tbe  itamps  of  this  town  whicb 
ftppeared  in  September  contained  amisBtate- 
meat  whicli  I  hasten  to  apologise  for  and 
correct.  It  is  therein  said  that  tbe  first  two 
stamps  issned  bave  never  been  reprinted, 
bat,  as  I  have  aiiics  Isamt,  and  as  I  ought  to 
have  surmised  when  writing,  from  the  fact 
that  tbe  original  hthograpbic  atone  has  been 
discovered,  tfaey^ue bean.  Another,  thongh 
an  evidently  clerical  error,  was  the  reference 
to  the  common  ^  schilling,  as  being  printed 
in  black  on  viulet,  instead  of  black  on  indigo. 
These  points  settled,  we  will  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  stamps  of  the  city  nest  in  alpha- 
betical order,  viz. : — 

§rEmtn. 

The  emissions  of  this  town,  if  not  dis- 
tingnished  by  any  remarkable  ezcelleace  of 
design,  present  at  least  a  pleasing  eruemhU 

I  to  tbe  eye.  Tbe  principal  de- 
vice which  ornaments  them  is 
emblematic  of  the  sovereignty 
which  belonged  to  the  once 
free  city.  The  Bremen  bur- 
gesses kept  the  key  of  their 
own  door,  instead  of  giving 
it  into  the  custodyof  some  neighbouring  po- 
tentate, and  knew  bow  to  maintain  thoir 
independence  long  after  other  equally  im- 
portant towns  bad  succumbed. 

Its  series  of  stamps  does  not  possess  any 
very  remarkable  history;  bad  the  stamps 
voices,  they  might  answer  inquisitive  quer- 
ists in  the  words  of  Canning's  celebrated 
knife-grinder  story,  "  Heaven  bless  yon,  sir, 
rwe've  none  to  tell."  Yet,  uneventful  as  was 
their  existence,  there  are  still  some  few 
items  in  it  which  require  mention. 

Thus,  in  the  first  place,  we  have  the  dates 
of  emission.  Uoens  unhesitatingly  gives 
1855  for  the  3,  5,  and  7  grote,  and  5  sgr., 
bat  Berger-Levrault  gives  1860  for  the  ? 
grote.  For  tbe  10  grote,  1861  is  generally 
ascribed,  and  we  all  know  that  the  2  grote 
made  its  appenrance  in  April,  1863. 

These     stamps    are    divisible    into     two 


categories :   1,  those  which  served  for  letters 
posted  and  delivered  in  the 

Ii    town  or  district ;  2,  those 
I    used  for  extern^    corre. 
I    spondence.     The  2  and  Z 
I    grote,  in  conjanction  with 
I    the     envelope,    represent 
I    the   former,  and   the  ra- 
il   maining  valnes  tbe  latter. 
The  2  and  3  gr.  are  in- 
scribed STADT  POST  AMT  (state,  OT  city,  poet 
office)  ;    the  5  and  ?  gr.  bear  the  words 
ruNCO  UARKG,  without  tbe  nauae,  and  the 
two  higher  values  bear  the  name  only  ;  the 
inscription   wonld,  therefore,  seem  to  have 
been  left  in  all  but  the  two  local  post  stamps 
to  the  discretion  of  the  engraver.     In  Kke 
manner  the  crown  surmounting  the  key,  pre- 
sent in  the  3,  5,  and  7  grote,  ^ 
is  absent  from   the  others,  1 
and  probably  from  a  similar  E 
reason  the  5  Hud  7  gr.  were  I 
issued  pursnant  to  the  roles  I 
of  the  German  postal  union,  E 
as  we  find  that  in  value  they  I 
nearly  approach  the  2  and  3   4 
sgr.,  and  are  printed  in  tbe  colours  originally 
chosen  for  these  denominations. 

The  original  series,  composed  of  the  3,  5, 
7  grote  and  5  sgr.  appeared  nnperforated. 
In  1861,  however,  a  new  value,  the  10  gr, 
was  added,  and  it  made  its  debut  perforated, 
or  rather  pricked;  in  the  1862  the  5  gr. 
followed  suit,  and  in  1863  came  the  2  gr. 
The  3  gr.,  and  the  6  sgr.,  pricked,  were 
issned  in  1864,  and  in  18t>6  the  emission  of 
properly  perforated  stamps  commenced  with 
the  3  gr.,  tbe  other  values  submitting  to  the 
change  in  1867. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  the  3  grote 
stamp  there  were  three  separately  engraved 
types  side  by  side  throughout  the  sheet,  and 
of  the  5  gr.  there  were  two  dies  similarly 
placed. 

Imperforate  copies  of  the  5  sgr.  are  found 
upon  a  thick,  intensely  white  paper,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  ordinarily  used. 

Aflier  the  suppression  of  the  Bremen  post- 
office,  a  large  number  of  its  stamps  were 
sold  under  cost  price ;  and  may,  for  aught  1 
know,  be  still  selling,  I  bave  no  reason  to 
suppose  them   to  be   reprinta.     They  were 
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probably  remainders ;  and  comprised  among 
their  number,  the  unperforated  5  grote  and 
6  sgr.f  the  pricked  10  sgr.,  and  perforated 
2,  3,  7,  10,  gr.,  and  5  sgr. 

IVior  to  their  appearance,  Bremen  stamps 
— even  nsed — commanded  a  relatively  good 
price,  being  far  less  common  than  the 
emissions  df  many  other  of  the  Grerman 
States;  and  nnmerons  forgeries  were  the 
resnlt,  which  must  haye  yielded  a.  rich 
harvest  to  their  owners. 

ENVELOPE. 

The  handstamped  envelope  served  for  local 
postage,  and  it  was  formed  of  white  or  of 
blae  paper.  The  stamp,  a  simple  transverse 
oval,  contained  the  key  and  crown  upon  a 
shield  ;  and  on  the  edge  of  the  envelope,  in 
a  line  with  this  device,  is  the  word  FfiiNCO ; 
the  whole  in  black.  Some  specimens  are 
found  without  the  word  franco,  but  their 
authenticity  is  somewhat  doubtful.  The 
value,  unexpressed  upon  the  stamp,  was  one 
^rote.  As  there  is  a  most  dangerous  coun- 
terfeit about,  collectors  need  to  exercise 
caution  before  purchasing  any  of  these  en- 
velopes. 

OFFICIAL   STAMP. 

This  stamp,  printed  in  black  on  blue  or 
pink  paper,  with  scalloped  edges,  may  be  a 

postal.  It  certainly 
bears  the  inscrip- 
tion,   BREMEN     POST 

OFFICE,  but  a  cor- 
respondent, writing 
to  this  magazine, 
^'  stated  he  always 
found  it  attached 
to  bills  of  exchange, 
and  its  employment 
for  postal  purposes 
has  never  been  proved. 

It  may  also  be  as  well  to  mention  here  a 
stamp  which  has  misled  scores  of  inex- 
perienced collectors.  It  is  a  small  upright 
rectangle;  and  above  the  figure  1  in  the 
centre  is  the  inscription  umsatzsteuer.  In 
the  middle  of  the  figure,  from  which  a  number 
of  rays  diverge,  is  a  small  circle  containing  a 
key.  This  stamp  is  a  fiscal  one,  and  ought 
not  to  find  place  with  the  postals  in  a 
philatelist's  album.  | 


TWO  EXTRACTS   PROM   THE    LAST 
NUMBER  OF  LE  TIMBBOPHILE. 

Thbbb  reached  us  in  A.ugust  last,  a  number 
of  the  above  journal,  dated  30th  July,  1870, 
which,  at  a  cursory  glance,  we  thought  wo 
had  seen  before;  and  we  therefore  put  it 
aside,  considering  it  merely  as  a  method 
adopted  by  its  proprietor.  Monsieur  Mah6, 
of  notifying  his  return  to  business.  On  a 
second  examination,  however,  we  found  we 
were  mistaken ;  and  that  the  number,  though 
bearing  an  old  date,  had  only  just  been 
published.  A  notice  to  subscribers,  inserted 
on  the  last  page,  informs  them  that  th^ 
number  was  in  typo  when  its  editor  was 
called  away  from  his  desk,  to  perform  his 
duty  as  a  Nationtd  Guards  and  that  sub- 
sequent events  had  delayed  its  publicifttion 
for  a  whole  year.  Mens.  Mahe,  the  writer 
of  the  notice,  adds  that  it  is  his  intention 
to  resume  the  publication  of  his  journal ; 
and  we  shall  await  with  interest  the  appear- 
ance of  t^e  promised  numbers.  Meanwhile, 
the  ante-dated  impi*ession  must  be  made  to 
yield  its  fruit  for  the  benefit  of  English 
philatelists ;  and  we  feel  sure  Monsieur  Mahe 
will  not  object  to  the  translating  of  the  two 
useful  and  interesting  articles  which  we  here 
reproduce. 

I.— On  The  Stamps  op  New  Granada. 

ParU,  20th  /uly,  1870. 

Monsieur  Pierre  Mah^, 

In  your  last  number  you  call  the  attention  of 
collectors  to  the  new  Granadine  6  and  10  pesos,  and  the 
25  c.  sobre  porte,  all  three  with  a  little  rouna  hole  punched 
out  of  the  centre,  and  the  present  25  c,  obliterateti  with  a 
cross  stamped  with  printing  ink.*  These  stamps  differing 
in  the  details  of  the  design  from  those  ^rcTiously  known, 
doubts  were  raised  as  to  their  authenticity. 

In  one  of  the  last  year's  numbers  of  your  journal,  you 
advocate  an  inquiry  into  the  history  of  all  doubtful 
stamps,  in  order  to  discover  who  first  puts  them  on  sale, 
and  where  they  come  from ;  as  I  will  not  have  any  doubts 
raised  respecting  me,  I  desire  to  aid  you  in  any  investiga- 
tion you  may  mink  fit  to  make  in  this  matter.  It  is  I 
who  put  tiese  stamps  on  sale.  I  received  them  directly 
and  officially  from  the  Bogota  administration  as  au- 
thentic ;  in  proof  of  which  they  had  been  cancelled.  If 
they  were  bad,  why  take  away  their  facial  value }  How 
can  we  suppose  that  a  postal  administration  would  lower 
itself  to  fabricate  stamps  to  execute  an  order,  whilst  all 
the  time  it  possesses,  and  has  but  to  cancel,  the  same 
kind  of  stamps  ?  Under  such  circumstances,  what  interest 
would  it  have  to  act  in  this  way  ?  None ;  and  that  is 
easily  understood ;  the  best  reason  for  me  is,  that  a  poet- 

♦  [We  said,  cancelle<l  with  a  cross  in  black  ink,  drawn 
with  a  ruler.— Kd.  Lc  TimbrophUc] 
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offioa  woolj  not  ilwlf  nwka  &ln  lEwnK  mnee,  vith  ■ 
little  good-viU,  one  «auld  nuke  nw  ot  them  in  the 
oannlry.  On  the  other  huid,  it  1>  CTident  that  Ihef  ere 
not  like  thoao  which  were  preriDmilf  meived  hvre,  but 
what  ia  there  to  prare  that  me;  do  not  come  from  there ! 
The  matter  touchea  me  too  nearlv  for  me  uot  to  ci- 
culjHte  mfHlf  from  all  pirticipadon  in  the  doubti  of 
oollecton.  T  have  written  to  Bogota  for  oIplan■tio^^ 
and  1  hope  Boon  to  reoeire  a  replf  which  will  iliipel  all 
double.  Ai  for  me,  t  a/lm  Ibat  I  reoeired  them  from 
Bogota,  four  inreatigation  will  now  be  eaay ■ 
Youn  obediently, 

CHAKLES  ROCSSIN. 

We  nerer  for  a  single  moment  doabted 
M.  Roassin's  inteKTity,  nor  hia  Htraigbt> 
forwardneBB  in  all  his  commercial  dealings ; 
therefore  we  did  not  put  it  in  qaeation.  We 
simply  referred  to  the  stamps  above  mention- 
ed,  withoat  pretending  to  make  it  a  personal 
affair. 

M.  BouBsin,  having  himself  commenced 
an  inquiry  at  Bogota,  we  await  the  resnlt ; 
bat  before  that,  we  desire  to  express  onr 
opinion  on  these  stamps. 

All  are  cancelled,  either  by  a  perforation, 
or  by  a  black  ink  line ;  and  all  come,  we  do 
not  doubt,  from  the  Bogota  post-office.  Now, 
if  that  post-office  consented  to  send  cancelled 
stamps  to  Europe,  it  must  have  had  an 
appreciable  interest  in  so  doing;  that  ia  to 
say,  the  order  most  have  amonnted  to  a 
considerable  figore.  This  much  being  estab- 
lished, it  does  not  seem  to  as  impoBsible  that 
the  Administration, — selling  the  cancelled 
stamps  at  a  reduced  price  for  an  important 
amount,  but  not  comprehending  on  the  one 
hand  the  value  which  might  be  attached  to 
the  genuineness  of  a  postage  stamp  destined 
simply  to  be  mounted  in  a  collector's  album, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  not  wishing  to 
compromise  itself  morally  by  selling  at  a 
reduction  stamps  perhaps  not  yet  obsolete, — 
may  have  had  lithographed  (the  amount  of 
the  order  authorising  the  outlay)  special 
types  at  a  very  trifling  cost,  to  meet  the 
demand. 

We  believe  we  are  in  the  right ;  and  what 
confirms  as  is,  that  of  these  four  kinds  of 
stamps,  obtained  under  special  conditions  as 
to  the  price,  there  ia  not  one  that  does 
not  esaentinlly  differ  from  those  previously 
known  ;  not  only  in  the  inscription  (that  is 
a  common  characteristic  of  the  New  Grana- 
dine  stamps)  but  in  every  detail  ofdcaign — 
a  thing  novcr  before  known.     It  docs  not 


appear  to  ns  poasiUe  that  these  four  kindi 
snonld,  by  a  nniqae  chance,  be  found  of 
several,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  of  two 
types.  However,  we  shall  await  the  par- 
ticulars requested  from  Bogota. 

II.— The  CiKstvAL  Stahfs. 

The  two  designs  of  which  we  annex  tho 

fac-aimiles  have  famished  H.  Moens  with 


matter  for  a  premature,  incomplete,  and 
inexact  article.  We  have  reason  in  saying 
that  he  should  have  waited,  as  we  have  to 
do  sometimes,  in  order  not  to  fall  into  the 
error  contained  in  an  incomplete  notice,  or 
a  defective  translation. 

Wo  have  received  from  one  of  our  sub- 
scribers at  Genoa,  the  subjoined  article, 
written  from  notes  fnrnished  by  M.  Ravano 
himself. 

Genoa,  let  Julf ,  1870. 
To  the  Editor  of  Lt  TimbrtphiU. 
Every  importdnt  town  in  Italy  during  the  Carainil, 
has  ita  charoclcriHlie  mask  or  personal. 

At  Milan        II  M-nrghino, 
„  Bologna    II  dottore  IklaoEoae. 
„  Turin       II  Oiandoja. 
..  Venice      L' Arlecchmo. 
11  Brighella.^ 

^__^ _.  _  ourtown, 

with  a  benevolent  objcet  in  view,  had  the  happy  idea  of 
iasuine,  during  the  Ciiniival  of  1870,  a  couple  of  rtampi, 
of  which  the  object  was,  if  I  may  bo  eipress  in)-acl(,  lo 
Mtablish  the  right  to  frtt  cireiUatiBH  of  masked  indi- 
TiduaU ;  their  poflaeaaion  evidenciug  the  conventional  tai 
paid  by  pleasure  for  the  profit  of  the  unfortunate.  1 
enclose  you  s  specimen  of  each  of  Ihcee  two  stamps. 

Thev  both  represent  the  chief  of  the  Genoese  masque- 
rade, M.  Bavauo,*  citizen  of  the  town  of  Oenoo,  wbs 
laged  the  carnival  Htesin  tbeceatumeof  the  JTorfH' 

slampi  terrrA,  as  we  have  aaid,  lo  prtpen  the 

ikers,  on  their  entiy  into  the  theatres  and  ttsU-roanu; 

the  proceeds  have  been  applied  lo  the  Infknt  AsrlniiiS- 

who   were  completely  masked  and  disgaiaea  wm 

required  to  hare  a  oD  centime  stamp  etuck  on  the  maA, 


% 


*  M.  Bavanoisamanof  lelter^  to  whom  thepuMicis 
indebted  for,  among  other  works,  a  treatise,  higbly  e*- 
teemed,  on  the  I'raclice  of  Gymnastic*  among  Uie 
Ancients. 
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and  on  tlio  light-hBod  glore.  PerwTU  in  demi-coatume, 
or  wealing  odI;  ■  taiae  nose,  vere  to  be  provided  with  a 
20  ccDtime  slunp.  Unstamped  ladiea  were  not  to  be  in- 
Til«d  to  dsnce ;  uul  Iadie«  properlj'  labelled  might  nfun 
to  duiee  with  genU^nien  not  decanted  with  a  20  or  SO 
centime  stunp,  aa  the  cans  mifht  be. 

Wu  not  this  uuo  ol  the  most  ingenioUB  combinationa 
that  could  be  formed  for  helping-  one's  ncishbour — this 


of  jMety  i    No  one  rafiued  to  meet  it,  > 


1  thai 


inif  areapectat 

Tha  inscription  on  the  stamp— MBO  KEOIVA— baa  two 
significationt. 

1.  These  labels,  allacbed  to  the  bee  or  the  hand,  mifht 
have  been  taken  fnr  n  parody  of  the  Xei  (patchei<),  which 
our  ladies  had  in  former  times  the  habit  of  placing  on  tha 
face  as  an  omsment.  and  whii^b,  in  ^ut  cose,  took  tho 
name  of  Stgina,  to  diatiiigiiish  tlti>m  from  tho  old  onus. 

2.  The  Urrek  word  neo,  aignifying  a  new  tbin^,  coupled 
with  the  Italinn  name  Mgrna,  would  mean  Kegina'n  new 


would  rewind  them  of  a  philimlhropic  act,  pud  a  good 
idea  bom  from  philately. 

One  of  four  eubscribcn, 

CIANX1X.\  LECASDRI. 

Wo  have  Bpokcn  of  these  stampe,  because 
everything  more  or  less  diHiantly  connected 
with  timbrophily,  by  its  historic  or  anecdotic 
side,  seoms  worthy  of  boiog  inserted  in  our 
jonmal ;  and  fiirther,  in  order  to  render 
imposaiblo  any  false  denomination  of  tlicso 
stamps,  which  when  first  sliown  lo  us  by 
Mons.  C.  B.,  of  Nemiliy,  bad  already  taken 
the  name  of  briijnwW  stampn. 

The  two  stamps  come,  as  one  may  read 
above  tho  exterior  frame,  from  the  litho- 
graphic establishment  of  C.  d'Asto,  at  Genoa. 
They  are,  takon  altogether,  tho  copy  of  the 
current  20  and  40  c.  Italian  stamps,  printed 
in  colour  on  white,  and  unperforated. 
20  cent.  bine. 
50    „  rose. 

Tho  application  of  stamps  to  philanthropic 
purposes,  wo  may  say  in  conclnaion,  is  not  a 
new  idea,  for  we  saw  numerous  examples 
thereof  during  tho  secession  war  in  the 
United  States  ;  tho  series  of  Sanitary  Fair, 
Soldiers'  Fair,  Baza»  stamps,  &c.,  being 
Bold  for  the  profit  of  the  poor,  or  of  wonnded 
soldiers. 


NKWLT-ISSCTED   OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Japan. — In  completion  of  the  details  already 
given  respecting  the  emission  for  this  conn- 
try,  wo    hero  insort  the  engraving  of  tho 
fourth  and  lowest  viJue — 
48    (or   50)    mons,   dark     I 
brown.       From    a    letter     I 
pnblished    in    our    corre-     H 
spondenco  colnmns  there     I 
can  be  no  donbt  that  the     I 
icfvtbii,  as  the  unit  of  ear-     B 
roncj,has  been  superseded 
by  the  dollar. 

KussiAN  Locals.— Psfro/.— Our  St.  Peters- 
burg correspondent,  by  whom  the  list  of 
Bnssian  locals  which  appeared  in  oar  Jnly 
number  was  compiled,  sends 
as  a  stamp  issued  on  tho  lOth 
July  last  for  the  Pskoff  cir- 
cuit (in  the  government  of 
the   same   name),  of  which  ' 
tlio  annexed  illustration  is  a 
copy.     It   baa  a  rather  bi- 
zarre appearance,  like  all  the 
lozenge-sbaped    stamps,  but 
is  pretty  well  engraved,  and  tho  colour,  a 
bright  violet,  is  pleasing.     This  is  the  second 
stamp  issued  in  the  PskoS*  province,  the  first 
being  for  Toropetz,  and  of  this  no  specimens 
have  yet  come  over. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  the  following  atom  pa 
have  been  issued  since  the  publication  of 
our  correspondent's  list. 

BKATBRIHOSLAW  QOVERKUEHT. 

Mariupol  circuit. — 5  kop.  black  on  white. 

PEBM    OOVERNMBNT. 

Shadriii  circuit. — 5  kop.  blue  on  white. 

TAUBIDA   OOVBRHUGNT. 

MeliUpol  circuit. — 3  kop.  blue. 

The  Melitopol  stamp  replaces  one  of  the 
same  value  priated  in  red,  and  bearing  as 
device  the  imperial  mantle  and  arms  with 
inscription  in  oval  frame,  that  device  having 
been  objected  to  as  making  the  stamp  look 
too  much  like  tho  government  issne,  it  has 
been  changed.  Oar  correspondent  had  not 
seen  any  of  the  stamps  he  refers  to,  and 
therefore  is  uuablo  to  give  any  further 
details  respecting  them. 
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We  are  pleased  to  bo  able  to  give  en- 
gravings of  three  otber  locaU  already  de- 
scribed, namelj: — 

Egmieff. — Transverse  lozenge-shaped ;  in- 
scription in  frame,  ciecoit  OFFICB  fob  the 

PROVINCE  OF 
EOOBlEFF.in 

centre  ru- 
ral postage 
BTAMF  and 
the  value ; 
3  kop.  bine, 
and  black. 
TLo  two 
colonrs,  though  of  the  ^me  value,  show 
certain  differences    in    the    details    of  the 

Ijicopiii. — 3  kop.  bine. 
Sapujvk.—b    „     black. 
These    two    stamps,   together    with    the 
Egorieff  labels,  all    belong  to    tho   Riosan 


government,  but  the  perfect  independence  of 
each  other  felt  by  the  authorities  of  the 
respective  "circnits"  is  shown  in  the  dis- 
similarity  of.the  designs.  There  is  evidently 
no  concerted  action  with  regard  to  the  issue 
of  these  local  stamps  ;  in  fact,  they  exemplify 
in  a  special  manner  the  working  of  the 
decentralising  principle. 

Bogorodtk. — The  annexed   engraving    re- 
presents an  envelope  stamp   for  this  post, 
which  has  juat  been  dis- 
covered  by   one    of    M. 
!    Moens'      correspondents, 
who,  with  the   envelope, 
received  information  that 
no  adhesive  stamps  had 
,    ever  been  issned  !     This 

I  shows  how  little  way  these 
latter  have  as  yet  made, 
for  tliey  certainly   have 


been  issned  and  do  exist.  Specimens  both 
of  the  blue  and  the  vermilion  have  been  seen 
on  this  side  of  Europe,  and  they  are  quite 
as  authentic  as  the  other  locals.  M.  Moens, 
in  noticing  the  envelope,  omits  one  essen- 
tial detail— i(s  colour — bnt  stales  that  it  is  of 
large  size,  and  of  laid  paper,  and  adds  that 
the  stamp  is  impressed  on  the  fiap. 


United  States. — Here  are  representations 
of  the  newly-issneil  15  cents  and  90  cents 
envelopes  fur  this  country,  which  were  de- 
scribed nt  lenjrth  in  our  last  number.  We 
have  bcfure  us  copies  of  each  value  on  white 
and  on  lemon  paper,  ivalerroarked  with  tlio 
usual  monognim.  The  15  cents  impressed  on 
the  coloured  paper  is  more  effective  than  on 
the  white. 

CONFEDEIUTK       STATES.  — 

The  annexed  design  repre- 
sents a  rare  and  recently- 
discovered  Confederate  lo- 
cilI,  whose  place  of  issue 
indicated  by  its  inscriptio: 
This  stamp  is  of  extreme 
rarity  at  present. 

Gebhan  Emi^ibe. — The  new  stamps  will 
appear  for  certain  on  new  year's  day  next; 
they  will  have  for  design  the  imperial  eagle, 
in  white  relief,  in  centre,  and  will  be  ineiiribed 
DEUTSCHE  KEICHSPOST  and  value.  Oneofonr 
correspondents  informs  ns  they  will  be  used 
in  every  part  of  Germany,  except  Bavaria 
and  Wurtembnrg,  and  the  values  will  be  as 
follows : — 

ADHES1VE3. 


ENVELOPES. 

1  groschen  ;  3  kreuzer, 

WRiPFERS, 

^  groschen  ;  1  kreazer. 
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St.  Thomas  ind  Porto  Eico.— The  pre- 
sent illDstr&tioD  repreaentfi  tbe  handstampod 
itDprcBsion  refer- 
red to  m  onr  last 
number,  and  of 
which  wo  had  pro- 
niUed  an  en^rav- 
in^f.  Repeating  the 
inform^ion  then 
^iven  (to  save  re- 
ference), we  may 
tuention  that  it  is 
utrack  inblackand  — 

was  nsed  in  186<'>. 

Russia. — We  have  'information  from  St. 
PetorsbnTg  that  postal  cards  are  shortly  to 
be  isened,  and  are  to  be  of  two  valnes,— 3 
kop.  for  town  delivery  and  5  kop.  for  cards 
from  town  to  town  thronghoat  the  empire. 
There  is  also  to  be  a  new  adhesive  imperial 

fioslage  stamp,  valne  25  kop.,  for  registered 
etters  tbrongliont  Rossia.  These  novelties 
will  probably  make  their  appearance  with 
the  Now  Year. 

FuNGB. — A  new  "  chiffre-taxe  "  stamp, 
valne  25  centimes,  has  appeared.  Design 
and  colour  remain  nnchanged,  nor  has  even 
the  improvement  of  perforation  been  intro* 
daced,  the  nomeral  atone  is  altered.  This 
25  centime  stamp  represents  the  postage 
claimable  on  local  letters,  bnt  it  is  said  that 
40  and  60  centime  labels  will  also  be  issued 
— the  former  for  unpaid  single  loiters  from 
town  to  town,  the  second  for  double-weight 
letters,  either  local  or  general ;  and  the  errors 
arising  out  of  the  present  confusion  of  colours 
it)  the  ordinary  stamps,  may  well  render 
these  ekiffret-taxe  indispensable.  The  de- 
partment seems  to  have  foreseen  the  diffi- 
caltiea  which  mnst  result  from  the  new  15 
centime  brown  and  25  centime  bine  being 
in  the  same  colours  as  the  old  values,  if  we 
may  jndge  from  the  terms  of  the  following 


By  decision  of  26lh  Aoguat  last,  Ihrec  new  stamps  were 
to  be  iuucd  in  ciecutiuD  lit  the  liiw  ot  (lie  2Vb  at  that 
nmnlh.  Theut-  Blauiiia  will  be  ot  the  values  bcniafter 
■DentioDcd,  viz. :  — 


Tbe  colour  bUtre  will  be  resvrr^  for  the  IS  a 
labela,  and  the  mlour  bluo  for  those  at  26  rcnlimes 
the  stamps  it  50  ccntiniei  the  question  of  shado  n 


undecided.  There  will  then  be  umultanmualy  in  senriea 
the  old  aUmp  of  10  cenUmcs  and  the  new  met  at  16 
cenlinies,  cBch  hnidng  the  same  bistre  shade;  it  will  be 
Ihc  HRie  for  the  old  2D  centime  itamni  and  the  new  26 
centims,  which  will  be  blue.  It  will  iufflco  to  draw  Iho 
attention  of  all  th«  officials  to  this  similarity  of  shade,  to 
secure  their  most  scrupulous  verification  of  the  rates 
oovered  by  means  of  poitage  ilampa.  These  officials 
ahould  nut  neglect  any  opportunity  to  enlighten  the  public 
on  the  liberty  which  it  pouvasea,  to  coinposo,  with  the 
■tamps  put  at  its  (lisposnl,  all  the  charges  to  which  ila 
corraapondanco  ia  subjected  by  the  new  law. 

It  appears,  however,  that  in  point  of  iact  it 
did  not  suffice  to  call  the  officials'  attention  to 
the  similarities  of  shade,  in  order  to  secnre 
the  payment  in  all  oases  of  the  full  rates ;  or 
if  it  sufficed  for  that  purpose,  the  public, 
at  all  events,  refused  to  enlighten  itself  as  to 
the  facilities  afforded  by  the  new  emissions, 
and  it  is  now  certain  that  there  will  shortly 
be  an  entirely  new  series  of  stamps  for 
France.  According  to  one  French  j on mal, 
the  profile  of  Liberty  is  to  be  retained  on  the 
new  series,  as  it  has  the  advantage  of  render- 
ing forgery  nearly  impossible;  bnt  there 
will  be  large  numerals  in  the  lower  angles, 
as  in  the  present  low-value  stamps.  Accord- 
ing to  another  journal,  the  figure  of  value  is 
to  occupy  the  centre;  bnt  this  innovation 
would  be  too  German  to  meet  with  approval. 
The  new  stamps,  whatever  may  bo  their 
design,  are  being  prepared  with  all  possible 
speed,  and  it  is  said  the  post-office  will  not 
wait  till  the  entire  supply  is  ready  to  issue, 
but  as  soon  as  there  is  a  certain  quantity 
will  immediately  put  it  into  circnlation,  and 
as  far  as  possible  withdraw  the  existing 
types. 

As  to  the  value  of  50  centimes,  which  it  is 
proposed  in  the  above  decree  to  represent  by 
a  stiamp,  we  cannot  help  doubting  whether 
such  representation  will  take  place ;  and,  in- 
deed, we  are  much  surprised  at  its  ever 
having  been  coatemplatod,  for  there  is  no 
fifty-centime  rtUe  in  the  new  tariff.  Donb1e> 
weight  letters,  instead  of  paying  50  centimes, 
as  might  have  been  supposed,  pay  only  40 
centimes,  as  before. 

We  noticed,  in  a  recent  impression,  that 
we  had  seen  French  letters  on  which  the 
halfof  a  10-centime  stamp  had  been  made 
to  do  duty,  and  been  accepted  as  representing 
a  five-centime  stamp  for  the  prepayment  of 
tberato.  Onthissubjecttbepostofficeissoed 
a  notice  that  "certain  journals  having  an- 
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noanced  that  the  fiv^e  centime  postage-stamps 
might  be  replaced  by  those  of  ten  centimes 
cat  in  half,  the  department  warns  the  pnblic 
that  letters  thns  prepaid  will  be  taxed,  as  the 
stamp  onght  always  to  be  entire."  Never- 
theless the  practice  continues,  for,  since  the 
appearance  of  this  notice,  wo  have  seen 
several  letters  prepaid  with  a  20  c.  stamp 
and  the  half  of  a  ten  centime  stamp,  and  Bnch 
letters  have  not  been  charged  as  insufficiently 
prepaid. 

England. — ^A  pointed  upright  oval  frame, 
inscribed  kbble  collbob,  oxon,  and  the  col- 
lege arms  in  the  centre ;  the  whole  in  plain 
relief,  on  a  gummed  and  perforated  rect- 
angle of  vermilion  pjiper.  Such  is  tlie  de- 
scription of  a  stamp  which  has  just  mode  its 
appearance  at  Oxford.  It  is  issued  and  sold 
by  the  college  authorities  at  the  price  of  a 
halfpenny,  and  it  frees  letters  from  Keble 
College  to  the  other  colleges,  or  to  the  town. 
The  letters  are  carried  by  the  college  mes- 
senger, and  if  a  reply  be  desired,  a  second 
stamp  is  affixed ;  the  obliteration  consists  of 
a  pencil  cross.  How  far  the  issue  of  this 
stamp  will  be  consivlered  by  the  post-office 
as  trenching  ou  its  pecn  liar  privileges  remains 
to  be  seen ;  meanwhile,  the  emission  deserves 
chronicling  as  a  curiosity,  unique  of  its  kind. 

BoiJViA. — One  of  our  correspondents  fa- 
vours us  with  the  information  that  the  »5, 
1 0,  and  100  centavos  now  have  eleven  stars ; 
the  50  and  500  c.  are  still  unaltered.  Of 
the  postal  use  of  the  5  and  10  c.  fiscals  he  says 
(and  we  quite  agree  with  him)  there  con  be 
no  doubt;  he  has  received  a  dozen  post- 
marked copies.  Our  correspondent  has  re- 
ceived, from  a  friend  of  his,  a  Bolivian 
government  official,  a  strip  of  eleven  stamps 
or  designs,  somewhat  similar  to  the  impostor 
described  at  page  25  of  our  fifth  volume. 
The  following  is  his  description  of  them : — 

''Frame and  inscription  similar  to  the  stamp 
figured  at  page  25,  vol  v.,  Stamp-Collector* a 
Magazine,  Within  a  circle,  composed  of  a 
single  line  of  dots,  a  conical  hill,  occupying 
nearly  the  whole  circle.  A  smaller  hill  in 
foreground,  to  left  of  which  a  llama.  On 
right  slope  of  the  larger  hill,  a  tree.  At 
summit,  to  left,  the  sun ;  below  which  the 
word  PORTE ;  and  on  the  side  of  hill  the 
value — I  r.,  or  1  r.,  or  2  r.,  or  4  r.,  as  the 


case  may  be.  The  strip  is  cot  vertically,  and 
contains  11  stamps,  in  following  order: 

2»   2»   2>   -^>   ^>   -^l  ^i  *>  A  A  ^ 

All  the  dies  are  cut  separately,  and  very 
roughly.  Badly  printed;  black  on  white; 
gummed." 

We  are  inclined  to  believe  these  designs 
to  be  at  least  genuine  essays,  and  if,  as  we 
have  some  faint  idea,  there  hais  been  a  recent 
change  of  government  in  Bolivia,  they  may 
really  be  the  forerunners  of  a  new  series. 
Cannot  the  gentleman  by  whom  they  were 
originally  procured  obtain  ftirtber  infor- 
mation respecting  them,  or  say  irom  whom 
ho  got  them  ? 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. — The  fisisbion  of 
issuing  stamps  of  high  value  seems  to  he 
spreading  through  our  colonies,  and  may 
therefore  be  mooting,  in  stereotyped  phrase, 
"  a  want  long  felt."  The  Cape  has  just  fol- 
lowed it  in  emitting  a  five-shilling  stamp  of 
the  same  size  and  design  as  the  other  valoes, 
but  of  an  orange  colour.  Some  difference  in 
size  will  probably  bo  found  desirable,  in  order 
better  to  distinguish  this  expensive  label. 

Turkey. — According  to  our  Brussels  con- 
temporary the  10  paras  stone  is  not  an 
unpaid  letter  stamp,  but  forms  ono  of  the 
regular  postage-stamp  series,  and  is  used 
concurrently  with  the  10  p.  mauve,  which  it 
will  probably  replace  when  the  stock  of  the 
latter  is  exhausted. 

Hong  Kong. — The  30-cent  stamp  is  now 
printed  in  mauve,  in  lieu  of  vermilion,  a  £aet 
which  seems  to  point  to  the  retirement  of 
the  18  cents. 

Luxemburg. — ^The  10  centimes  stamp  of 
this  duchy  is  now  printed  in  mauve,  instead 
of  the  lilac  shade. 

New  Granada. — Tolitna. — A  10  centavos 
stamp  exists  for  this  state,  which  we  hope  to 
describe  next  month. 

FORGED  STAMPS  FROM  HULL. 

For  a  long  time  past  tbe  prevalence  of  for- 
geries has  been  the  subject  of  firequeut  but 
unavailing  regret  in  these  pages.  We  have 
known  that  inexperienced  collectors  were 
being  cheated  in  a  wholesale  manner,  but 
it  has  not  been  in  our  power  to  expose 
the  mode  of  action  pursued  by  the  sellers  of 
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counterfeits.      We  are  now,  however,  in 

possession  of  facts  which  cannot  bo  gainsayed 

in  respect  of  one  member  of  the  fraternity 

by  which  the  sale  of  forged  stamps  is  carried 

on,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  making 

them  pnblic. 

It  is  to  the  principal  of  a  g^nunar  school, 

himself  a  collector,  to  whom  we  owe  this 

opportunity,  he  having  handed  us  a  sheet  of 

forged  stamps,  and  an  accompanying  letter 

received  by  one  of  his  pupils.     The  letter  is 

a  printed  one,  and  the  following  is  a  copy  of 

it:— 

29,  Trinity  Street,  Hull. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  enclose  m  sheet  of  Rare  Foreign  Postage 
Stamps  for  vour  inspection,  all  at  Id.  etich  (unless  8|>c- 
ciallv  marked),  less  4a.  in  the  shilling  commission. 

Please  oWigc  by  selecting^  those  you  require,  and  for- 
warding me  remittance  for  same,  together  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  sheet,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  when 
I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  (if  required) 
another  assortment  on  inspection. 
Your  services  as  Agent  will  oblige, 

Yours  truly, 
Net  Price  for  the  sheet,  6/.  CHAS.  C.  DIXON. 

The  large  lettering  is  as  in  the  oricsrinal. 

The  sheet  of  "  Rare  Foreign  Postage 
Stamps"  contains  98  labels,  disposed  in 
seven  rows  of  fourteen,  the  squares  being 
indicated  by  a  single  rod  line.  At  the  top 
is  an  inscription,  in  block  type,  reading 
thus : — 

Foreign  Postage  Stamps  for  Collectors. 
All  at  Id.  each.    No. 

AH  the  labels  on  the  sheet  are  counterfeit 
representations,  either  of  postage  stamps, 
essays,  or  of  locals,  of  which  even  the 
originals  have  a  questionable  character. 

Now,  as  it  may  be  reasonably  assumed 
that  a  person  professing  to  be  a  dealer  in 
postage  stamps  knows  how  to  distinguish 
between  them  and  their  imitations,  it  follows, 
on  this  assumption,  that  if  he  offers  imi- 
tations for  sale,  he  does  so  knowingly ;  and 
we  believe  that  if  the  matter  were  brought 
before  a  law  court,  it  would  decide  that 
knowingly  to  offer  for  sale  imitations  of 
postage  stamps  as  being  the  genuine  stamps 
themselves,  is  to  endeavour  to  obtain  money 
undar  false  pretences.  We  recommend  this 
consideration  not  only  to  Mr.  Dixon,  but 
to  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  forged 
stamps — and  their  name  is  legion ; — nor  let 


them  imagine  that  they  are  protected  by 
the  omission  from  their  sheets  of  any  ex- 
pressions guaranteelvg  the  g(»)uiuene6S  of  the 
stamps  they  contain.  They  c^er  foreiyn 
postage  stamps^  and  tiieir  labels  are  not 
foreign  postage  stamps;  they  are  simply 
fraudulent  imitations. 

Mr.  Dixon,  the  teller  of  the  sheet  of  stamps 
we  have  now  before  us,  edits,  in  conjunction 
with  a  Mr.  Charles  H.  Calvert,  of  02,  Der- 
ringham  Street,  Hull,  a  magazine  termed  J^he 
Stamp'Collector*s  Herald,  We  refrain  from 
commentary  on  its  contents,  lest  it  might  be 
supposed  we  dread  the  competition  of  this 
new  comer,  but  we  are  not  bound  to  abstain 
from  examiningitsadvertisements,  and  among 
them  we  find  one  containing  the  announce- 
ment of  a  "Yorkshire  Stamp  Union,"  got  up, 
as  it  afterwards  appears,  by  the  above-named 
editors.  We  have  three  tickets  for  this  Union 
now  in  our  possession,  each  of  them  orna- 
mented by  what  is  termed  in  the  advertise- 
ment a  "  rare  Mexican  stamp,"  but  which  is 
really  a  vile  forgery.  Were  these  labels 
indeed  what  they  profess  to  be,  they  would 
be  worth  a  shilling  each,  or  double  the  price 
of  the  ticket.  So  much,  then,  for  the  York- 
shire Stamp  Union. 

In  another  advertisemont,  Mr.  Dixon's  co- 
editor,  Mr.  Calvert,  offers  to  supply  for  six- 
pence, 75  used  and  unused  stamps,  including, 
among  other  things,  a  Pacific  Steam  Navi- 
gation Co.  and  a  St.  Thomas  Porto  Rico 
(steamship  in  oval).  The  offer  of  P.  8.  N. 
Co.  stamp  needs  no  comment ;  as  for  the 
other,  there  never  was  a  St.  Thomas  Porto 
Rico  with  ship  in  oval;  what  Mr.  Calvert 
offers  is,  either  the  "Clara  Roth"  &brication, 
or  copies  thereof,  such  as  are  to  be  found  on 
Mr.  Dixon's  sheet. 

These  facts  speak  for  themselves.  If 
Messrs.  Dixon  and  Calvert  do  not  know  the 
false  from  the  true,  then  they  are  out  of 
their  place  as  stamp  dealers.  It  is  with 
them,  however,  to  prove  that  they  are  un- 
aware of  the  nature  of  the  labels  they  offer. 
We,  on  our  side,  have  it  in  our  power  to  prove 
that  those  labels  are  false,  and  we  hope  that 
Messrs.  Dixon  and  Calvert  will  desist  from 
selling  them,  without  an  express  statement 
that  they  are  only  imitations. 

We  will  now  only  add,  that  we  intend  to 
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carry  out  the  work  here  began  without  fear 
or  favour ;  we  therefore  will  thank  any  of 
our  readers  who  may  receive  stamps  which 
they  suspect  to  be  forged,  to  send  them  to 
us,  taking  care  not  to  remove  them  from  the 
sheet  on  which  they  are  mounted,  and  send- 
ing with  them  the  letter  whereby  they  were 
accompanied  ;  we  shall  then  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  in  their  interest,  and  in 
the  interest  of  philatelists  generally. 


THE  SURCHARGED  GERMAN 
ENVELOPES. 

By  this  title  we  wish  to  indicate  the  en- 
velopes of  five  of  the  German  states,  which 
were  re-issued  by  the  North  German  Con- 
federation af^er  the  war  with  Austria,  with 
an  adhesive  Confederation  stamp  covering 
and  replacing  the  original  embossed  design. 
These  very  peculiar  metamorphosed  varieties 
were  referred  to  in  these  pages  at  the  time 
of  their  appearance,  but  it  has  been  left  to 
the  indefatigable  Dr.  Magnus  to  study  and 
arrange  thent  The  results  of  his  investi- 
gations are  given  in  the  August  number 
of  Le  Ttmhre-Postey  in  the  shape  of  a  table, 
showing  the  original  and  present  values  of 
the  surcharged  envelopes,  which  we  repro- 
duce on  the  opposite  page,  and  trust  it  will 
be  found  of  service. 

It  may  here  be  useful  to  remind  our 
readers  that  the  transformation  of  the  value 
is  effected  in  two  operations  :  first,  the  em- 
bossed stamp  is  flattened  out  by  impressing 
over  it  a  design  in  a  delicate  grey  tablet, 
as,  for  want  of  a  better  word,  we  have 
termed  it,  consisting  of  a  wide  rectangular 
Greek-patterned  frame,  with  rounded  comers, 
within  which  are  30  horizontal  lines,  com- 
posed of  the  words  norddeutscher  post 
BEZiBK,  repeated  twice  on  each  line.  Secondly, 
the  new  adhesive  stamp  is  mounted  over  it, 
and  the  Greek  border  of  the  tablet  forms  a 
kind  of  background  or  relief  to  the  stamp. 

According  to  a  German  magazine,  the 
Briefmarken  Sammler,  the  I  and  2  groschen 
adhesive  stamps  were  apposed  indiSerently, 
and  without  regard  to  the  value  or  colour  of 
the  original  envelope  impression,  upon  the 
1,  2,  and  8  gr.  Prussian  envelopes  (eagle), 


pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  24th  July,  1868. 
In  like  manner,  pursuant  to  a  decree  of29tli 
October,  put  in  force  on  the  21st  November, 
1868,  a  3  kr.  adhesive  was  placed  on  the  1, 
2,  3,  6,  and  9  kr.  Prussian  envelopes,  used 
in  those  parts  in  which  the  currency  is  in 
florins ;  and,  under  the  provision  of  a  decree 
of  the  5th  October,  1868,  a  one-groschen 
stamp  was  to  be  put  on  all  the  different 
values  of  Saxon,  Brunswick,  Mecklenhurg- 
Strelitz,  and  Oldenburg  envelopes. 

Thus,  then,  all  the  old  envelopes  of  the 
North  German  states  had  their  original  va- 
lues changed  into  one  of  the  3  following  :— 

1  silber  groschen. 

3  kreuzer. 

Dr.  Magnus'  valuable  list  is  framed  for  the 
assistance  of  collectors  of  the  "  thorough " 
school,  and  is  therefore  as  complete  as  it  is 
possible  to  make  it,  embracing  as  it  does  all 
the  varieties  of  shape  and  tint  of  paper.  On 
examiniug  it,  we  find  there  are  64  in  all, 
of  which  Prussia  owns  17,  Oldenburg,  9; 
Mecklenburg- Strelitz,  6 ;  Brunswick,  5 ;  and 
Saxony,  27  ;  but  if,  for  the  benefit  of  collec- 
tors who  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  take  all 
the  secondary  varieties,  we  extract  firom  the 
list  the  number  of  values  which  have  been 
changed,  we  find  that  they  number  twenty- 
three,  viz : — 

Prussia,  6  pf.,  1,  2,  3  s.  gr.  *)  q 

„        1,2,3,6,  9  kr.      i    •     •  ^ 

Oldenburg,  i,  1,  2,  3,  gr.     .     .     .  4 

Mecklenburg-Strelitz,  1,  2,  3  s.  gr.  3 

Brunswick,  1,  2,  s.  gr.    .     .     .     .  2 

Saxony,  J,  1,  2,  3,  6,  gr.     .     .     .  5 

23 

Of  the  entire  64  varieties  no  less  than  52 
bear  adhesive  1  groschen  stamps,  7  have  2 
gr.,  and  5  have  3  kr. ;  the  two  latter  values 
must,  therefore,  soon  become  rare.  Indeed, 
as  Dr.  Magnus  observes,  notwithstanding 
their  number,  or  rather  on  account  of  it,  the 
greater  psirt  of  these  stamped  envelope 
must  soon  disappear ;  and  he  advises  col- 
lectors to  complete  their  sets  as  soon  as 
possible,  advice  which  we  cannot  but  con- 
firm. 
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COXWTBY. 

miTSSION. 

SIZE. 

VAPEB. 

OBIOIMAL 
VALUE. 

BUBCHABOED 
STAMP. 

?KC881A,  . 

.    l8t  October,  1861    . . 
.   AprU,  1863   .. 

Large 
fi           •• 

White 
Whitish 

3  8.  gr. 

2  " 

3  " 

1  »'     • 

2  " 

3  ,.          . 

2  " 

3  " 

6pf    : 

9kr. 

3" 
3„ 

6„ 

«  II 

2gr.          . 

3„ 
I" 

s" 

1..     .. 

*  ♦»         •< 

3„ 

1  8.  gr.      . . 

3    "         •■ 

I        1, 

2  „          .. 

1      II             i. 
1      „             ., 

*     II 

1  „       .. 

1     „ 

1  neu.  gr.  . . 

2  „        .. 

2  „        .. 

3  „        .. 

6      „         .. 
I      „        .. 

2  ;:    :: 

2  „    .. 

3      „         ., 

1  „         .. 

i    "      •■ 

3      „        .. 

2  "        " 

2  „        ., 

3  „        . 
6      „        . 

2      „        .. 

I  :;   :: 
1  ..   .. 

f     II      •' 

1  groe. 

:    2  :; 

»          • 

•            II          • 

If 

•1                •• 

n         • 

•            II          • 
If          • 

Medium    . . 

White  &  whitish 

1    II 

»         • 

11          • 

II          •• 

II 

2    „ 

11         • 

•            II          • 

'            II          • 

II          •• 
II          •• 

SlighUy  bluish.. 

*    II 

:  2 ;: 

II         • 

II          • 

II          •• 

II           •• 

II         • 
II         • 

',    let  Jufy,  1867 

II          •• 
II          •• 

II           •• 
II           •• 

•      1   II 
1    II 

II         • 
II         • 

II                  •• 
II 

II          •• 
II          •• 

Whiti^  &  hlvdih 

1    II 

.       3kr. 

•       3" 
■        3" 

:  3:: 

1  groe. 

11         • 

•              jt                  •• 

II          •• 

II 

II         • 

II                  •• 

II          •• 

II 

11         • 

II                  •• 

II 

II 

0U>ENBX7BC 

] 

!   2!8t  Febmary,  1862*  * 

II          •  • 
Large 

White 

II                     • 

II                     • 

II                 •• 

Medium    . . 

II                  •• 

II 

1     " 
•       1     II 

II                     • 

«t                 . . 

II 

i»                  •• 

1    II 

•1                     • 

II                     • 

♦»                 •  • 
II                 •  • 

II          •  • 
II          •  • 

Bluihh              ! ! 

1    II 
1     " 

II                      • 

II                 •  • 

i» 

11 

1    " 

11                     • 

II                 •  • 

11          •  • 

II                  •• 

1    II 

MECKLERBUKG-Sa 

rUKI.IT 

T. 

',    Ist  October,  1864     *. ! 

II          •  • 
Largo 

White       ;; 

'    II 

99                                                          *  < 

i«                  •  • 

i» 

II 

•    11 

99                                                      *  * 
99                                                      *  * 

II 

i»            •  • 

MiHlium    . . 

•1 

II         •  • 

'    II 

*    II 

99                                                      *  ' 

II                  •• 

II            •  • 

II         •  • 

'    11 

BUUNSWICK 

II                     • 

•                • 

•                •  1 

Octoberri865, 
Flap-stamp,  a  plait. . 
II                   •• 

11            •• 

Largo 
Medium     . . 

11         •• 

Whitish 

II                 •  • 

*    II 

»    II 
1    1* 

II                     • 
II                     • 

Saxony    . . 

II                   •• 

.    Flap-stamp,  a  floret . . 
.    1st  July,  1863, 
Flap-stamp,  a  plait. . 

II          •  • 
II          •• 

II 

Large 

Bluish 
WhilUh 

White  or  whitish 

1    II 
•    II 
1    II 

1    II 

II        • 

II                   •• 

II            •• 

If 

2 :; 

II        • 

.              t)                   . . 

II            •• 

If 

II        • 

i              II                   •• 

II            •• 

If 

1   II 

II        • 
II        • 

•              II                   •  • 
II                   •• 

Medium    . . 

II 
II 

1    II 
1   II 

II        • 

•              II 

II          •  • 

II 

1   11 

II        • 
II        • 

•              II                   •• 
II                   •• 

II          •• 
II 

Slightly  bluish.. 

J   II 
*   fi 

II        • 

.                          9)                                  .. 

II          •  • 

II          •• 

n      *' 

II        • 

II 

II          •  • 

II          •• 

t      " 

II        • 

•                          II                                  •• 

II 

II          •• 

1      ** 

II        • 
II        • 

.   Flap-Stamp,  a  floret . . 

Large 

Whitish" 

1       II 
*      II 

11        • 

.              },                  %• 

II            •• 

II                 •• 

:   2 ;; 

w           • 

II                  •• 

II            •• 

II                 •• 

II         • 
>»         • 

•              II                  •• 
II                  •• 

Medium    • . 

II                 •• 
II                 •• 

t    II 

II         • 

•              II                  •• 

II          •• 

If                 •• 

.           2      „ 

If          • 

If                  •• 

If          •• 

II                 •• 

*      II 

II          • 
II         • 

II                     •• 

If          •• 
II          •• 

Biiu^h         !! 

'           1       II 
1      II 

If         • 

II                     •• 

If          •• 

If                     •• 

1      II 

II          • 

>i                     •• 

II          •• 

II                      •• 

1      >l 

II          • 

II          • 

II          • 

•                • 

•               • 

•                      •  4 

'.    Ist  Jul'y,  1866, 
Flap-stamp,  a  plait. . 
„           anoret,. 

If          •• 

II          •• 
II          •• 

II                     •• 

WhitUh 
Bluish 

1      II 

1       '* 
*      ff 
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A  WORD  WITH 
MR.   ENGELHARDT  FOHL. 

Wb  have  not  very  mncli  to  say  to  tbis  gentle- 
man, but  we  must  not  delay  telling  him — and 
at  tbe  same  time  our  readers — what  little  has 
to  be  said  with  respect  to  his  rather  oblique 
ideas  respecting  honesty.  In  our  September 
number  appeared  the  following  advertise- 
ment : — 

ENGELHABDT  FOHL,  DEUTSCHE  BRIEF- 
MARKKNHANDLUNO.  R1E8A.  BAXONY.  For  S»1e.  Ittij  1851, 
63,*M,»vt  aniued.  10/ :  lued.  3/«.  MoldarU.  M.  81.  lOfl.  80.  40,  6  panw, 
■et  3/.  Mexieo,  8  rla.  violet. brown,  green  on  bravn,  doe.  SO/.  Spain  1861 . 
'63.  "63,  the  2  reals  161-  eaeh.  Luaon.  1854  j  '66,  10/.  Oldenburg  |  gr. 
1863,  doc  7/0 :  1860.  i  gr..  dos.  0/.  Naples.  1861,  Bkiljr.  Bfodena  Oorern- 
ment  Provisional.  Parma  Oomnment  Prorisional,  Romagna,  Rome,  nn- 
tised,  1/3  Bot  of  eaeh.  Large  stoek  of  old  Baden.  Oldonburg ,  Hamburg. 
Bremen,  Meeklcnbarg,  Lubeek,  *e.,  *e.  AU  8tamf»  gmuina.  Terms, 
Cash.  Small  remiUaaoes  in  Postage  fWampe.  Oorrespundenee  desired* 
Ookmlal  tad  Rare  Stamps  eswhanged. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  this  announce- 
ment Mr.  Fohl  is  careful  to  state  that  *^  all 
stamps "  are  "  genuine,"  and  yet  among 
those  he  offers  ai*e  some  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous forgeries  ever  brought  on  the  market, 
notably  the  set  of  Moldavian  stamps  for  3/-, 
and  the  8  rls.  Mexican.  As  they  are  for- 
geries, we  do  not  hesitate  to  denounce  the 
original  vendor  to  the  public,  and  wo  trust 
that  this  present  warning  will  suffice. 

Mr.  Bonasi,  a  renpectable  dealer,  was  de- 
ceived by  the  Moldavian  counterfeits,  and  sent 
them  to  our  publishers,  by  whom  they  were 
sold  to  a  very  experienced  philatelist,  who 
took  them  to  be  reprints.  As  soon ,  however,  as 
Mr.  Bonasi  learnt  that  they  were  forgeries,  he 
wrote  our  publishers,  informing  them  of  the 
fact,  and  requesting  them  to  return  the 
stamps,  when  he  would  reimburse  them  the 
amount  paid.  Mr.  Bonasi's  conduct  is  as 
praiseworthy  as  Mr.  FohUs  way  of  acting 
is  reprehensible,  and  we  only  wish  all  our 
dealers  were  like  him. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  stamps,  Mr. 
Fohl  has  issued  an  unused  27  para  Moldavia, 
for  which  he  only  asks  two  pounds.  As  the 
government  stamps  are  all  obliterated,  col- 
lectors can  be  in  no  doubt  as  to  what  they 
are  buying. 

Since  writing,  we  have  been  informed  that 
Mr.  Fohl  has  commissioned  a  house  in  Leipzig 
to  fabricate  these  forgeries  for  him. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  HAITIAN  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  ^**Thb  Stamp-Collector's  Maoawke." 

Dear  Sir,  -The  25  c.  Haitian  etamp  aUuded  to  by 
**  Warden  "  in  your  oorrcspondenoe  cohimns  last  inonUi, 
may  probably  turn  out  genuine.  For  an  explanation  of 
why  tnc  value  being  in  centime*  does  not  militate  against  it, 
1  refer  your  readers  to  Mr.  Kitt's  interesting  letter  in 
vol.  vi.,  p.  174,  of  this  magazine.  I  have  all  along  foo- 
sidered  it  a  genuine  stamp,  and  am  in  possession  of  sevenl 
curiously  postmarked  specimens. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Birmingham.  EDWARD  L  PEMBERTON. 


THE  JAPANESE  STAMPS. 

Ih  the  Editor  of  "  The  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazike." 

Dear  Sir, — The  Japanese  stamps  described  in  Tkt 
FhilateliMt^  arc  authentic.    The  values  are : — 
No.  I.— Indigo-blue        1  tenpow. 
No.  2,— Dull  red  2  teapows. 

No.  3. — Yellow-green     6  tonpows. 
A  hundred  tenpous  are  equal  to  one  dollar,  and  thrr 
form  the  mw  Japanese  currency ;  the  iehibu  is  a  thing 
of  the  past. 

The  above  information  is  from  a  native  of  Japan~a 
government  official— and  is  correct. 

Yours  truly, 
^fi  Franeieeo.  C.  W.  L. 


THE  NATAL  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of**^  The  Stamp-Collector's  Maoaxisi." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  Mr.  Payn's  letter  on  the 

Natal  Id.  surcharges,  and  I  beg  to  sit  corrected  for  the 

blunder  I  made  in  saying  **  Gothic  "  type.    The  stamp 

I  saw  would  come  under  Mr.  Pajm's  fifth  variety.   I 

have,  however,  three  varieties  of  the  threepenny. 

No.  I.  Postage  at  bottom,  in  tiiick,  short  capitals. 

„   2.  Postage  across  the  crown,  P  a  capital;  the  rest 

small  letters. 
„   3.  Postage  in  thin,  long  capitals,  through  the 

crown. 
These  all  came  from  South  Africa,  and  are  postmarked, 
except  No.  1  variety.  I  also  got  a  shilling  stamp  on  my  list 
letter  with  green  surcharge. 

Yours  faithftilly, 
Clifton,  Yorkt.  W.  E.  COOPEB. 


THE  MOUNTING  OF  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  o/"The  Stamp-Collector's  Maoaiixi.*' 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  am  about  to  move  my  stamps  firom  their 
present  repose  in  *^  Lallier,"  to  a  blank  book  or  dieets; 
preferring  the  latter,  if  obtainable,  with  eyelet-holes. 
Perhaps  you  can  tell  me  where  they  may  be  obtained  or 
made,  and  at  what  cost.  I  read  also  about  the  "  orotdiet " 
system ;  can  you  tell  me  what  would  be  its  probable  cost? 

May  I  ask  also,  what  is  the  special  advantage  of  using 
cardboard  mounts  for  stamps,  to  be  fastened  to  the  paspe 
by  tissue  paper  ?  It  seems  to  me,  that  if  at  anv  time  it 
were  desired  to  add  a  fresh  stamp  in  the  middle  of  sn 
already  mounted  series,  and  so  alter  the  arrangement,  the 
page  would  be  much  less  disfigured  by  the  removal  of 
(say)  6  horizontal  hinges  of  tissue  paper  (supposing  the 
stamps  to  be  hinged  directly  to  the  p«ge),  than  by  the 
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removal  of  at  least  ten  tiBsuc  paper  sliptf  which  would  be 
necettary  to  mount  fiiie$  stamps  bv  cardboard  mounts,  as 
described  in  Th^  Stamp'Oolleciors  Magazin$  for  March, 
1870. 

I  always  mix  a  small  quantity  of  glycerine  with  the 
gum  I  use  for  mounting  stamps,  as  I  find  they  are  more 
easily  removed  from  paper  by  a  little  water  than  stamns 
mounted  with  ordinary  gum.  I  was  recommended  to  do 
this  bjT  a  gentleman  w)io  has  his  entire  collection  of 
Forummif$ra^  amounting  to  some  thousands,  so  mounted. 

Yours  truly, 

Londtm^  N.  W,  P.  H.  C. 

(!■  OMMmlteff  ■tMups  OB  eard board,  the  praaerrafclon  of  tlin  »tAnim 


tbeouelvev  la  eonsidcml.  nUhor  than  th»  poMibU  dI^flpun•raont  of 
pace  bjr  a  ehanm  In  tbalr  poalUon.     Being  thua   mountrd,  thej  nrm 
nev«rMtoiiehca.eia^fbr«zamlnaikm.   Tu  attach  tham.whi^n  niniiiit«d, 
to  tb«  page  bat  oim  atrip  U  needed ;  tbo  rpmoral  of  wbieh  only  entalU 
anoeh  dbflguramcDt  as  of  a  atrip  which  holds  a  stamp.    We  tbltik  c 


as 
nur 


forrespondent  had  batto- wrfta  to  M.  Moons,  Bmsaels.or  M.  MahA,  Paris 
for  laftnnatlon  aa  to  the  eoat  of  an  album  on  the  crotchet  pystein.— £o.] 


BOYD'S  EXPRESS  STAMPS. 
To  th$  Editor  o/"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazinb.'  ' 

Dear  Sim,— When  I  commenced  a  scries  of  papers  on 
the  United  States  Locals,  I  plainly  stated  that  those  papers 
would  take  the  simple  form  of  not^,  but  it  appears  that 
no  matter  how  distinctly  a  thing  is  asserted,  some 
wonderfully  wise  critic  will  get  up  and  proceed  to  dissect 
your  remarks  as  if  they  were  complete  histories,  and  not 
mere  memoranda.  I  am  led  to  write  the  foregoing  by  the 
sight  of  the  August  number  of  Th4  American  Journal  of 
rhiimtelff,  and  by  the  perusal  of  that  intended  crushing 
criticism  therein  contained,  relative  to  m^  list  of  Boyd's 
Express  stamps,  published  in  your  July  issue.  In  the 
opening  portion  of  the  said  cnticism  is  a  sentence  that 
bad  much  better  have  been  left  unwritten,  for  it  is  both 
<rgotistieal  and  untruthful.  "The  usual  blunders  of 
Knglish  writers  when  they  take  up  the  United  States' 
local  subject."  Forsooth !  The  writer  who  would  pen  such 
a  statement  must  either  possess  a  too  exalted  idea  of 
philatelic  knowledge  among  his  brethren,  or  he  must  bo 
Ignorant  of  the  theme  upon  which  he  nrcaches. 

I  suppose  that  among  "English  blunders"  must  be 
classed  Mr.  Femberton's  monograph  on  the  Local*  of 
California  ;  yet  it  is  very  evident  that  either  the  bulk  of 
these  rare  franks  were  unknown  to  our  American  cousins, 
previous  to  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Femberton's  article,  or 
else  that  there  was  no  collector  in  that  country  capable 
of  putting  anything  tc^ether  about  them. 

Probably  it  is  the  fear  of  excelling  us  poor  British 
"blunderers,"  that  causes  the  editors  of  the  American 
Journal  to  pubUsh  so  very  few  original  articles  in  their 
paper,  but  when  it  costs  over  two  hundred  pounds  to 
write  a  partial  account  of  the  Confederate  postal  system, 
we  must  not  so  much  wonder  at  this.  My  notes  are 
what  they  profess  to  be — notes,  and  nothing  more.  I 
give  all  the  facts  before  me  at  the  moment  of  writing,  and 
cannot  tcU  what  may  arise  in  the  future.  My  leading 
object  is  to  define  the  difference  between  dies,  or  between 
forged  and  genuine,  so  that  my  readers  may  judge  of 
the  value  of  any  specimen  that  they  may  possess,  for  I 
would  not  impose  upon  inquirers  after  information,  by 
giving  them  skeletons  of  descriptions,  and  then  sit  down 
and  coolly  call  my  anatomical  performance,  a  "  valuable 
article." 

Having  eased  my  mind  upon  the  blunder  ^uestion^  I 
will  return  to  Mr.  Coster's  criticism.  I  am  quite  willing 
to  admit  that  Boyd's  Express  was  established  in  1844,  for 
the  existence  of  a  stamped  envelope  so  dated  settles  the 
point  at  once.    The  date  1846  was  given  some  years  since 


by  Mr.  Leslie,  and  Mr.  Scott  confirmed  it  by  giving  that 
year  as  the  natal  one  of  the  earliest  stamp. 

As  an  example  of  the  valuable  nature  of  Mr.  Scott's 
local  papers,  I  will  instance  my  being  obliged  to  ask  for 
particulars  of  the  largo  Boyd's  labi*l,  through  the  utter 
vagueness  of  his  notice  of  it.  Mr.  Coster  now  tolls  us  that 
it  is  of  similar  design  to  the  other  adhesives,  but  with  all 
the  details,  of  course,  larger.  I  may  add  on  the  authority 
of  a  New  York  correspondent,  that  it  was  used  to  cover  the 
labels  of  Pomeroy,  when  letters  bearing  these  stamps 
passed  through  Boyd's  office  for  local  delivery.  Pray  bear 
in  mind,  I  do  not  vouch  for  this,  but  give  the  statement  as 
it  was  made  to  me,  and  as  a  note  merely. 

The  presumably  second  issue,  according  to  Mr.  Coster, 
was  a  2  c.  noted  in  17te  American  Journal  at  page  19,  of 
the  present  volume.  I  turn  to  this,  and  find  the  following 
valuably  lucid  paragraph  :— "  moyd's  city  express 
POST,  2  CENTS.  Eagle  in  oval  on  plain  ground.  Eagle's 
head  very  thin."  Now  this  label,  which  I  am  blamed  for 
not  inserting  in  my  list,  seems  to  be  of  very  doubtful 
authenticity,  for,  according  to  Mr.  Scott's  own  words,  the 
copy  he  had  seen  "was  not  on  a  letter."  I  shall  not 
admit  a  die  upon  such  evidence  as  this,  neither  will,  I 
think,  other  European  amateurs. 

Uow  is  it,  if  Mr.  Scott  obtained  all  his  dates  and 
information  from  Mr.  Coster  in  1870,  that  Mr.  Coster 
should,  in  1871,  deny  the  accuracy  of  most  of  those  dates, 
and  of  a  large  portion  of  that  information  ? 

I  never  atteniped  to  give  the  dates  of  issue  of  any  of  tho 
types,  but  simply  endeavoured  to  approximate  the  dates 

fiven  in  Mr.  Scott's  list  to  the  various  emissions  described 
y  me,  taking  the  correctness  of  those  dates  for  granted. 
It  is,  therefore,  "coming  it  rather  rough  "  on  me,  to  say 
that  /gave  1848  as  the  year  in  which  mv  type  I.  a.  first 
appeared.  Mr.  Coster  says  it  should  be  1815 :  very  well, 
let  us  say  it  is  so.  I,  for  my  part,  accede  to  this  dato  with 
childlike  trustfulness. 

The  2  c.  gold  on  white  of  this  die  is  comparatively 
common  here,  so,  as  my  critic  has  not  seen  it,  I  derive  tho 
comforting  fact  that  "  they  do  not  know  everything  down 
in  Judec." 

I  am  next  accused  of  placing  the  dies  named  by  me,  b, 
and  e,f  in  their  wrong  oraer,  thercbv  copying  Mr.  Coster, 
or,  rather,  Mr.  Scott,  who  obtainea  his  notes  from  Mr. 
Coster.  I  still  think  I  am  right,  and  far  the  substantial 
Tv^ason  that  I  have  an  envelope  flranked  by  ft.,  and  dated 
1862,  and  two  covers  franked  with  c,  both  marked 
1853. 

It  stands  to  sense  that  if  a  plate  was  retouched,  and  a 
period  added  after  cents,  such  plate  upon  being  a^n 
touched  up,  would  not  be  improved,  have  finer  shading, 
more  clearness,  and  no  dot  after  value,  which  would  bo 
the  case  if  Mr.  Coster's  opinion  were  the  correct  one. 
Again,  tho  lettering  in  a.  and  ft.  is  alike,  whereas  in  e,  it 
varies  considerably  from  the  other  two. 

ITiat  my  type  HI.  followed  I.  «.,  I  am  now  bound  to 
confess,  having  had  ocular  proof  in  the  shape  of  covers, 
dated  1855.  My  mistake  arose  from  reading  an  almost 
illegible  3  upon  my  solitary  envelope  bearing  this  die,  for 
a  6.  What  does  Mr.  Coster  mean  by  saying  of  this  stamp, 
"  I  have  never  seen  it  on  blue ;  perhaps  it  is  a  discolora- 
tion "  ?  I  certainly  never  mentioned,  or  even  saw  such 
a  stamp;  so  do  not  know  why  Mr.  Coster  should  so 
obligingly  tell  us  of  its  non-existence. 

It  seems  ihat  my  surmise  as  to  the  black  on  duU  green, 
and  red  on  white,  of  type  V.  Is  correct.  These  colours 
were  issued  before  type  IV.,  and  the  use  of  the  die  was 
reverted  to  after  an  interval,  durinpr  which  my  types 
n.  and  IV.  were  used.  This  resuscitation  of  a  badly- 
engraved  die  is  somewhat  inexplicable,  but  perhaps  the 
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fourth  type  was  worn  away  in  supplying  philatelists  with 
the  golden  series. 

According  to  Mr.  Coster,  the  true  dates  and  order  of 
issue  of  the  2  c.  labels  are  as  follows : — 

I. —  1844.  large  stamp         black  on  green. 
II. —    , ,     (probably)  stamp  with  plain  ground  (colour 
not  given). 
1845.   my  type,  I.  a,   black  on  green. 


III. 
IV.— 1849. 


»> 


V.- 
VI.- 

vu.- 

VIII.- 
IX.- 


-1861. 

-1854. 

1856. 

1857. 


on  white. 


»i 
>» 

-1860.  (?)     „ 
1060.  (.>)  [#•>] 


VII.— 1866.  (?) 


» 


1.  c»       •« 
gold 
I.  b.   black  on  green. 

■*A*«  11       ♦«       i« 

black  on  dull  green, 
red  on  white,  v. 
black  on  green, 
black  on  vermilion,  [sie] 
gold  on  blue,  green,  and 

crimson, 
black  on  red  (many  shades) . 


V. 

il. 
IV. 

V. 


To  this  list  I  make  the  following  objections: — The 
genuineness  of  the  second  stamp  is  not  proved ;  there  is, 
without  doubt,  a  gold  on  white  of  my  I.  a.,  and  the  dates 
given  to  I.  e.  and  b.  are  incorrect. 

Mr.  Coster  says,  "  Mr.  Atlee  omits  the  variety  of  the 
second  issue,  reading  one  cents."  This  is  not  the  case ; 
for  I  thus  wrote  as  a  note  on  that  die : — "  The  8  of  cents 
being  imperfectly  scratched  out  of  the  2  cents,  to  make 
that  die  serve  for  the  1  o.,  a  portion  of  the  letter  is  visible 
upon  all  stamps  of  the  lower  value."  I  shall  not  believe 
in  the  existence  of  a  specimen  showing  a  well-defined  s 
until  I  see  one. 

Mr.  Coster  defends  the  golden  trio,  as  he  has  them 
postmarked  upon  the  original  envelopes.  This  proves  my 
Kew  York  friend's  information  to  be  correct.  Mr.  Coster 
only  clinches  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  first  paper, 
that  **  these  stamps  were  certainly  sold  to  irank  through 
Bovd's  post."  Tney  would  have  had  a  i)lace  in  my  list, 
only,  as  I  said  then,  and  repeat  now,  **  it  is  particularly 
desirable  to  omit  altogether,  when  there  is  tne  slightest 
doubt" 

Perhaps  it  may  be  interesting  to  Mr.  Coster  to  have 
the  history  of  these  gilt  labels,  even  Apom  a  **  blundering 
Britisher."  During  the  curr^icy  of  the  die  termed  by 
me  the  fourth,  a  certain  New  York  impostor  brought  out 
some  forgeries  of  that  type  in  divers  fancy  colours,  and 
in  gold,  and  in  silver.  These  abominations  consisted  of 
six  valuies,— 1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  and  9  cents ;  and  had  a  con- 
siderable sale  in  this  country  (if  not  in  America),  to  the 
great  detriment  of  philately.  To  checkmate  the  concocter 
of  this  swindle,  Mr.  Boyd,  Jun.,  who  then  owned  die 
post,  at  once  caused  these  golden  stamps  to  be  printed. 
They  were  sold  under  facial  value,  but  would,  it  seems, 
fnwL  any  letter  to  which  they  were  attached;  the 
proprietor  evidently  arping  that  very  few  of  these  labels 
would  serve  their  legitimate  use. 

Mr.  Coster  adds  to  the  envelopes  :— 

Type  n.  a.   On  lemon,  buff,  and  blue. 
),    b.   On  lemon. 

As  these  impressions  were  probably  struck  upon  any 
kind  of  paper  tliat  came  handy,  the  varieties  of  it  are  but 
of  little  value.  I  am  blamed  for  not  giving  "  the  black- 
and-red  impression  noticed  by  Mr.  S."  ;  but  what  is 
meant  by  this  description  (!)  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine. 

If  Mr.  Scott's  articles  are  to  be  of  the  slightest  use, 
^ey  must  undergo  a  thorough  course  of  reconstruction ; 
for  as  they  now  stand  they  are  almost  valueless  to  those 
who  have  not  seen  the  stamps  the  author  alludes  to— I 
cannot  say  describes.    Here  is  a  presumable  rarity,  which, 


to  the  best  of  my  belief,  is  unknown  to  English  amateurs, 
mentioned  by  the  following  mea^  notice : — 

"  (Envelope  stamp).    Eagle  in  oval,  inscribed  W)TD*s 

CITY    DESPATCH    89    [«>]     FULTON    ST.,     2     C.    in    Csdl 

comer.  Colored  impression,  red  and  black."  What  is 
this  dualisticly-hued  impression  ?  I  am  bound  to  ask,  not 
being  able  to  derive  any  information  from  Mr.  Seotfs 
**  valuable  articles  on  Our  Local  Stamps." 

The  remainder  of  Mr.  Coster's  remarks  I  need  n(^ 
notice,  as  he  evidently  did  not  heed  that  they  were  mis- 
prints that  he  was  criticising. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  point  out  that  the  knowledge  of 
Americans  concerning  their  own  locals  is  the  effect  of 
quite  recent  study,  for  not  more  than  three  years  since 
Mr.  Scott  said  ot  the  stamps  under  notice:  »* These 
stamps,  being  easily  obtained  in  large  quantities,  have 
never  tempted  dishonest  persons  to  counterfeit  them." 
This  statement,  written  at  a  period  when  no  less  than  four 
distinct  forgeries  were  being  sold,  may  be  taken  as  a 
gauge  of  United  States  phuatelic  knowledge  at  that 
time. 

Our  confreres  across  the  Atlantic  do  not  seem  to  have 
discovered  a  second  die  of  tlie  current  envelope  design 
until  I  **  blundered  "  upon  it  in  my  notes. 

It  is  rather  hard  that  we  should  De  obliged  to  publisb 
doubtful  information,  so  as  to  obtain  the  truth. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  DUDLEY  ATLEE. 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

R.  C.  H.,  AyUham. — Your  stamp  is  one  of  the  Austrian 
fiscal  series. 

NoTA  B.  Neb,  Ipswich. — We  have  already  received 
and  published  information  respecting  the  new  Swedish 
series. — ^The  Japanese  will  no  doubt  become  obtainable 
in  the  course  of  a  few  months. 

F.  H.  S.,  Carlsruhe.  Many  thanks  for  your  communi- 
cation respecting  the  forthcoming  German  stamps.  We 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  specimens  as  soon  as  they  make 
their  appearance. 

R  P.,  Queenstown. — Your  question  respecting  the  best 
mode  of  mounting  envelopes  comes  at  an  opportune  mo- 
ment, as  we  are  now  having  lithographed  some  diagrams 
exemplifying  the  method  adopt^  by  one  of  the  beat 
American  collectors,  and  hope  to  give  them  in  a  future 
number. 

P.  H.  C,  London. — ^Your  Montevidean  impression  is 
unquestionably  a  forgery,  and  a  very  clumsy  one,  in 
which  the  postmark  is  lithographed  with,  and  is  of  the 
same  colour  as  the  stamp.  From  the  paper,  and  from  the 
general  appearance,  we  should  say  it  was  a  proof  from  the 
engraver's,  lost  en  route.  We  insert  remainder  of  your 
letter  for  tne  purpose  of  eliciting  our  readers'  opinion. 

J.  C,  Manchester. — This  correspondent  sends  us  a 
couple  of  the  large  English  post  cards  first  issued,  which 
show  certain  marks  not  present  on  other  specimens. 
Thus  there  is  a  dot  in  the  centre  of  the  letter  p  of  "  half- 
penny;" there  are  two  extra  dots  in  the  leaf-like 
spanorel  ornaments  in  the  upper  angles  of  the  stamp ; 
and  there  is  a  dot  under  the  shaded  kg  of  the  lion,  and 
another  under  that  of  the  unicorn,  in  the  arms ;  lastiy, 
there  are  some  half-dozen  little  dots  between  the  lines 
of  the  Greek  pattern  in  the  lower  margin.  Are  these 
dots  intended  as  secret  marks,  do  they  aide  defects,  or 
were  they  put  for  mere  pastime  ?  We  leave  the  answering 
of  this  question  to  our  readers,  but  will  only  say  tiiat  it  is 
hardly  likely  these  littie  dots  form  secret  marks,  for,  if  so, 
they  would  be  found  on  every  card. 
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ON  THE  THRESHOLD. 

Ok  the  threshold  of  a  new  year,  and  with  it 
a  new  volame,  we  halt  to  give  our  readers 
kindly  greeting,  and  thank  them  for  their 
constant  support.  Gratitude,  it  has  been  wit- 
tily said,  is  a  lively  hope  of  favonrs  to  oome, 

and  ours,  though  hearty  and  unfeigned,  still 
a)2^rees,  to  some  extent,  with  this  definition. 
Whilst  expressing  ourselves  truly  sensible  of 
past  "aid  anS  comfort,"  we  also  look  forward 
to  their  future  continuance ;  and  our  choice  of 
the  present  number,  rather  than  of  the  next 
one,  for  the  publication  of  our  thanks  and 
expectations,  has  been  influenced  by  the  hope 
that  many  non-subscribing  readers  may  be 
induced,  by  a  timely  appeal,  to  enter  their 
names  on  onr  publishers'  books  for  the  coming 
year's  issue. 

We  had  also  another  object  in  view,  and 
that  was  to  encoun^,  at  this  opportune 
period,  the  many  earnest  students  of  philately 
— whose  modest  appreciation  of  their  own 
merits  has  kept  them  from  publishing  the 
results  of  their  investigations — to  send  us 
their  contributions  to  the  general  stock  of 
knowledge ;  they  may  rely  on  their  manu- 
scripts receiving  full  and  courteous  con- 
sideration ;  and  we  have  already  been  too 
often  indebted  to  occasional  correspondents 
not  to  be  persuaded  that  much  of  the  in- 
formation we  might  receive  from  philatelists, 
who  have  hitherto  kept  in  the  background, 
would  be  of  considerable  value,  and  well 
worthy  of  publication. 

We  intend  to  maintain  this  magazine  in 
the  position  it  has  gained,  and  we  look  upon 
the  acquisition  of  new  contributors  as  a 
means  to  that  end.  Our  readers  may,  in 
fact,  rest  satisfied  that  our  heartiest  efibrts 
will  be  given  to  secure  for  them  the  best  and 
most  ample  information  on  all  subjects ;  and, 
as  we  do  not  owe  implicit  obedience  to  any 
"  school,"  Qur  columns  will  be  open  to  the 
ventilation  of  all  shades  of  opinion.  In 
hustings  language,  we  stand  before  our  old 
friends  a  candidate  for  re-election  as  their 
representative  and  organ,  and,  confident  that 
thev  will  again  return  us  at  the  head  of  the 
poll,  we  wish  them  A  Mekry  Christmas  and 
A  Happy  New  Year. 


ESSAYS  ON  PHILATELIC  SDBJECTS. 

BY    W.    DUDLEY    ATLEB. 

H. 

UPON  OFHCIAL  STAMPS ;— SHALL  THEY 
BE   COLLECTED  ? 

There  are  few  things  in  philately  moro 
demonstrative  of  the  la6k  of  consistency 
among  its  votaries  than  the  collecting  of 
official  stamps ;  for  scarcely  two  amateurs  ai*e 
unanimous  in  their  opinions  upon  this  ap- 
parently rather  perplexiug  subject. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  question  has  been 
raised  to  the  rank  of  a  Sphinxian  riddle, 
when  it  is  as  easy  to  solve  as  that  query  of 
our  childhood — "How  many  beans  make 
five  ?  "  The  whole  thing  lies  in  a  nutshell, 
as  I  shall  endeavour  to  prove. 

If  the  collector  wishes  to  confine  himself 
to  postage  stamps  proper,  or  (to  put  it  more 
plainly)  those  for  public  use,  then  he  will,  of 
course,  discard  everything  which  has  not  been 
so  emitted  ;  but  if  he  wishes  to  keep  every 
stamp  or  mark  showing  that  the  letter  was 
freed  to  pass  through  the  post,  then  he  mast 
take  the  impressions  used  for  that  purpose. 
It  must  be  patent  to  everyone  that  there 
can  be  no  middle  course. 

I  do  not  intend  to  advocate  the  universal 
collecting  of  official  stamps,  but  I  certainly 
think  that  a  little  more  consistency  should 
be  shown  in  this  matter  than  there  is  at 
present.  How  is  it  that  every  amateur 
accepts  the  retumed-letter  labels  of  Bavaria 
and  Wurtemburg,  when  the  English  official 
impressions  are  left  unnoticed  ?  This  is  a 
question  to  which  some  logical  reply  ought 
to  be  given,  but  the  production  of  a  satisfac- 
tory answer  is  an  undertaking  which  I  defy 
anybody  to  accomplish. 

The  only  argument  that  can  be  put  forth 
ip,  that  these  German  stamps  are  adhesive, 
whereas  other  officials  are  merely  hand- 
stamped  impressions.  This  is  a  reason  so 
utterly  absurd  and  childish,  that  it  is  not 
worth  the  trouble  of  refuting. 

Dr.  Magnus  and  all  foreign  collectors  of 
note  take  official  stamps,  as  do  also  many 
philatelists  in  this  country.  The  great 
objection  to  these  impressions  is  their 
generally  mediocre,  and  ofttimes  imperfect 
appearance ;  but  as  a  demand  would  probably 
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bring  a  supply  of  many  of  them,  I  do  not 
see  why  perfect  copies  should  not  be  attain- 
able with  a  little  troable.  Moreover,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Indian  ^*  Service "  and  the 
pnnched-ont  Western  Australian  show  that 
some  at  least  of  the  official  stamps  are  not 
discarded ;  and  if  some  are  taken,  why  are  not 
all? 

I  have  never  made  any  great  effort  to 
obtain  these  franks  myself,  but  having 
several  which  have  not  hitherto  been  de- 
scribed in  any  magazine,  I  think  a  short 
disquisition  respecting  them,  and  official 
stamps  in  general,  will  not  be  without  in- 
terest, particularly  to  the  numerous  body 
which  collects  these  things. 

Franking  was  instituted  in  this  kingdom 
during  the  Commonwealth ;  but  it  was  not 
until  some  time  after  that  any  mark  was 
impressed  upon  letters  to  show  that  they 
were  to  pass  without  payment.  With  these 
impressions  it  is  not  my  intention  to  deal, 
as  I  desire  to  confine  my  remarks  strictly  to 
those  franks  adopted  for  the  service  of  the 
state. 

In  our  own  country  every  department 
has  its  own  envelopes,  which  are  made  in 
many  sizes,  and  which  have  usually  embossed 
seals  appropriated  to  that  particular  office  in 
which  they  are  used.  I  need  scarcely  say 
that  it  is  impossible  ever  to  obtain  all  these 
envelopes ;  and  as  (with  one  exceptional 
class)  they  do  not  by  themselves  free  their 
contents,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  do  so, 
even  were  it  practicable. 

The  exceptions  alluded  to  are  the  ro- 
turned-letter  envelopes,  which  are  now 
generally  despatched  without  having  any 
mark  struck  upon  them.  All  other  official 
packets  are,  as  it  were,  doubly  franked  ;  the 
first  impression  showing  that  they  are  for- 
warded by  the  authority  of  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  department  from  whence  they 
emanate,  and  the  postal  handstamp  denoting 
that  they  are  to  be  delivered  free  of  charge. 
According  to  my  ideas,  both  these  classes 
are  equally  worthy  of  retention. 

In  writing  the  following  remarks,  I  am 
bound  to  state  that  I  do  not  aim  at  com- 
pleteness, but  offer  my  notes  for  the  benefit 
of  any  future  amateur  who  may  take  this 
subject  in  hand. 


I  shall  commence  with  the  home  franks, 
and  then  (to  adopt  Horace  Greeley's  favourite 
phrase)  say  **  what  I  know  about "  the  im- 
pressions used  in  our  colonies. 

Xt  seems  fit  that  the  postal  handstunpe 
should  occupy  the  front  place,  and  in  that 
order  I  will  present  them.  I  make  a  starting 
point  of  the  year  1840,  when  private  franking 
was  abolished,  and  postage  stamps  made 
their  dSbuL  It  is  impossible  to  take  any 
account  of  the  marks  used  before  this  time,  as 
they  are  too  numerous,  and,  when  found,  hare 
but  slight  affinity  with  the  subjects  of  the 
present  paper,  being  only  semi-official  at  b^. 
It  appears  that  our  own  franks  are  only  used 
at  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin.  I  shall 
therefore  describe  them  under  those  headings. 
I  do  not  profess  to  enumerate  the  dies  in 
their  due  order,  as  two  or  more  were 
evidently  in  use  concurrently.;  neither  do  I 
profess  to  anything  like  completeness.  I 
repeat  this  here  in  the  plainest  manner,  to 
prevent  anyone  from  wasting  his  energies 
in  useless  carping. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRKLAND. 
LONDON. 

All  the  post-office  franks  are  struck  in  red : 

a.  Within  a  circle  of  two  concentric  rings,  PAn>;  and 

date  in  three  lines,  helow  which  is  a  cbangeablt 
letter. 

b.  Single  circle,  broken  aboTo  bj  a  crown ;  inscr^itiMi  st 

m  a, 
e.  Same  as  last,  but  with  smaller  crown. 

d.  A  small  circle,  surroundi'd  by  inscription,  official 

PAiDf  LONDON.  Two  changeable  letters  and  date, 
in  three  lines,  in  centre. 

e.  Same  as  d,  but  with  e.c.  added  after  loxix>n. 
/.  Same  as  rf,  but  having  w.  after  London. 

ff.  A  similar  stamp  to  d^  but  lettered  omctXL  Tkio, 

CHAHING  CROSS,   W.C. 

h.  Within  an  octagonal  frame  London,  officlal  PAin,  ia 
three  lines;  below,  in  two  more  lines,  the  date  sad 
chanjfeable  iif^res.  This  impression  was  only 
used  for  a  short  time  in  1868,  and  eopies  thefeibce 
are  scarce. 

t.  Large  circle ;  London,  official  and  date  surrounding 
the  frame,  paid  in  large  letters  across  the  oentie, 
above  and  below  which  are  changeable  letters. 

FOB  REOI8TEBED  LETTERS. 

a.  B.  L.  B.  (Beturaed  Letter  Branch),  begistebed,  in  two 

straight  lines,  with  a  stroke  underneath.  This  was 
always  struck  in  conjunction  with  the  mark  then 
in  use  for  ordinary  registered  letters — a  transTWie 
oval,  inscribed,  beoistbbed,  London,  e.c.,  with 
date  and  figure  in  the  centre. 

b,  A  transverse  oval,  ^ith  the  date  in  a  straight  liitf 

across  the  centre;  above,  begistebed  ;  below,  Rsra 

LT.   BCH. 
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c»  (Used  for  mon^  letters,  sent  to  postmasters  from 
receiver  and  acoountant-general's  office).  Within 
a  transTerse  oral,  heok>teeed,  b.  &.  a.  o,  o.,  and 
date  in  centre. 

EDnrBUROH. 

a.  Small  circle,  inscribed  official  paid,  EDiNBmoH. 
Changeable  ^jsyres  and  date,  in  three  lines,  occupy 
the  centre.    There  are  two  Tarieties  of  this : — 

aa.  Central  lettering  small. 

ab.  „  „        large. 

k.  Larger  circle,  with  same  inscription,  and  lettered  as 
ab. 

DUBLIN. 

m.  Within  a  small  circle,  inscribed  Dublin  official 
PAID,  changeable  figures  and  date  in  three  lines. 

The  marks  impressed  upon  returned  re- 
gistered packets  in  Edinburgh  and  Dublin 
seem  to  be  those  usually  struck  upon  ordinary 
registered  letters.  The  retumed-letter  en- 
Telopes  should,  I  certainly  think,  be  retained 
in  their  entirety. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  departmental 
franks  of  the  postal  and  other  government 
offices,  at  the  same  time  acknowledging  my 
list  to  be  wanting  in  some  varieties.  With 
the  exception  of  those  used  by  the  Admiralty, 
Board  of  Trade,  South  Kensington  Museum, 
and  International  Exhibition,  the  impression 
always  consists  of  a  handstamped  signature. 

admiralty. 

The  earliest  franks  of  this  department  that  I  hare  bcon 
able  to  find  are  thoae  adopted  about  1855,  when  the  office 
at  Somerset  House  was  divided  into  two  branches.  Both 
the  stamps  were  rounded  oblongs  divided  by  a  horizontal 
bar  across  the  centre,  and  had  dbpt.  of  acct.  oenl.  op 
KATT  above.  In  the  lower  half  we  have  the  name  and 
farrimile  signature. 

a,  Pat  op  navy.    TAot.  OolHngi,    Blue. 

b.  Cash  &  accts.    Jos.  £$eby.    Red. 

After  some  time  these  were  discontinued,  and  the  cur- 
rent ones  came  into  use ;  of  these  I  have  the  following  :~ 

e.  An  upright  oval  garter,  inscribed  admiralty,  white- 
hall,  and  having  in  the  centre  an  anchor.    Blue. 

d»  A  circle,  containing  an  anchor,  surrounded  by  an  in- 
scribed outer  circle.  Blue;  used  at  Somerset 
House. 

1. — Comptroller  op  victualling,  admiralty. 
2.— Comptroller  op  the  navy,  admiralty. 
#.  Similar  device  to  e.  but  lettered  admiralty  d.  a.  o. 
(Deputy   Adjutant   General),  royal   marines. 

BOARD  OP  TRADE. 

Within  an  oblong  oval  garter,  board  op  trade.  In 
the  centre  the  roae,  shamrock,  and  thistle.    Blue. 

south  KXN81NOTON  MUSEinC. 

Within  a  triple  linear  frame,  with  lai^  crown  above, 

aOTTH  KEMBmOTON  MT8BYM.     Blue. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBmON  OP  1871. 

Plrerioua  to  the  opening  of  the  Exhibition,  the  com- 


jnissioners  sent  a  circular  to  all  the  addresses  in  the  Court 
Directory;  upon  each  of  these  circulars  was  a  lar^e  and 
handsome  frank,  printed  in  red.  The  design  is  of  a 
medieval  cast,  and  is  somewhat  elaborate,  though  severe. 
On  a  plain  oblong  is  annual  international  ex- 
hibitions, in  three  lines;  this  is  upon  an  oblong  of  ver- 
tical lines,  within  a  frame,  broken  above  by  a  large  open 
crown.  Following  the  frame  is  H.  M.  c<»mmi88IONEH8 
FOR  THE  EXHIBITION  OF  MDCCCLi ;  all  within  a  fancy 
chain-like  pattern.  The  date  1851  seems  to  have  been 
adopted  because  the  Exhibition  Commissioners'  office  was 
estaolished  in  that  year. 

INDIA  OFFICE. 

A  curious  device  has  been  adopted  by  this  branch  of  the 
public  service.  It  consists  of  india  office,  in  lett«»r8 
composed  of  dots,  and  slanting  towards  the  ri^ht.  This 
has  the  appearance  of  being  struck  over  the  signature — 
/.  C,  MtrtpaU,    Blue. 

WAR  office. 

The  stamp  used  is  a  transverse  oval,  with  war  office 
in  lower  half,  and  signature  above. 

A.  Barnes  (?),  in  black  (obsolete). 
£.  Lugard,        „  blue. 

GOVERNMENT  EMIQRATION  BOARD. 

I  have  now  before  me  several  envelopes  bearing  the 
frank  stamp  of  this  office,  but  they  are  all  so  badly 
smudged  that  it  is  impossible  to  decipher  them.  They 
consist  of  large  transverse  ovals,  with  emioratios  beneath, 
but  what  should  be  above  I  cannot  say.  In  the  centre  is 
the  signature,  S,  Walcott,  with  the  date  of  the  present 
year  below.    Struck  in  red. 

The  following,  except  when  otherwise 
stated,  are  facsimile  signatures,  and  in 
black : — 


Post  Office. 


ENGLAND. 

R.  Hill  (in  type). 
J.  Tilley 
W.  Parkburst. 
W.  Bokenham. 
Geo.  Chetwynd. 
Wm.  J.  Godby. 
John  "Warren. 
A.  Millikin. 
A.  C.  Thompson. 
J.  H.  Newman. 
F.  R.  Jackson. 
Wm.  Farmer. 

Inland  Revenue. 

Adam  Yonng. 
T.  Sargent. 

Civil  Service  Com. 

T.  Wahnond. 

Ecclesiastical  Com. 

James  J.  Chalk. 

Educational  Com. 

R.  R.  W.  Lingen,  blue  (not  in  facsimile). 
F.  R.  Sandford,  black,  blue. 

„  „     smaller. 

Privy  Council,  Veterinary  Deft. 

Alex.  Williams  (in  type). 

Schools  Com. 

A.  R.  Fitzgerald,  green. 
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Not  beinjar  complete  with  the  Edinburgh 
offices,  I  will  let  them  staud  over,  and  insert 
a  list  later  on. 

DUBLIN. 

Post  Office. 

G.  C.  Cornwall  (printed). 

J.  Allen. 

W.  J.  Thompson. 

R.  R  Ouinncfls. 

A.  A.  Buckhardt. 

H.  James. 

R.  Loverock. 

W.  Anderson  (?). 

Public  Wokks. 

£.  Homsby. 
Poou  Law  Com. 

J.  Mc  Gloin. 
National  Educatiox. 

W.^H.^^Jewell,   }  ^^^  ^P^"  ^°*^  ^"^P* 
Queen's  Univerhity. 

R.  N.  Matheson. 
Com.  Chu&ch  Temporalities. 

A.  £  Hamilton. 

W.  L.  Bernard. 
luiSH  Fmheribs. 

Alan  Homsby, 
Ge.vbral  Register  Office. 

Henry  Wilkie. 
Com.  op  Lunatic  Asylums. 

W.  A.  Soady  (in  type). 

{To  be  continued.) 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Philatelist. — The  October  number,  be- 
sides a  full  and  interesting  chronicle  of  new 
omissions,  contains  an  article  entitled  "Notes 
on  the  South  American  Stamps,''  and  also 
the  continuation  of  the  essay  on  the  German 
Envelopes,  and  a  "Spud"  paper.  With 
the  latter  is  given  a  remarkable  forgery 
of  the  Sydney  2d.  blue,  respecting  which  we 
transcribe  Mr.  Atloe's  remarks,  for  the 
benefit  of  old  and  young  collectors  alike. 

In  every  genuine  stamp  with  view  of  Sydney,  the 
man  standing  in  the  landscape  holds  in  his  right  nand  a 
three-cornered  hat ;  this  is  absent  in  the  imitation,  and 
the  man's  head  is  adorned  with  a  charity-boy's  **  muffin  ** 
cap.  Except  when  the  plate  is  much  worn,  the  half-date 
(In  upon  the  bale,  can  alwavs  be  plainly  deciphered 
with  a  magnifying-glass.  In  the  counterfeit,  the  figures 
are  replaced  by  shapeless  strokes.  Some  of  the  originals 
are  upon  thin  paper,  but  never  upon  the  almost  pelure  of 
the  forgery. 

The  forgery  of  the  fourth  plate  is  the  one  here  shown. 
It  can  be  detected  through  the  comer  stars,  which  are 
ahcaifn  badly  shaped  in  the  genuine ;  whereas,  in  the 
imitation,  they  are  evenly  drawn,  as  our  readers  will  see 
for  themselves.  The  idea  of  soaking  these  shams  in 
coffee,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  "  age,"  is  a  brilliant 
one,  and  well  worthy  of  their  manufacturers.  The  im- 
provement {})  has  not  been  long  adopted,  the  early  one 
Dcjing  in  slate  upon  clean  paper. 


Mr.  Atlee,  in  the  course  of  his  descriptioii 
of  the  Egyptian  forgeries,  gives,  as  a  dis- 
tinguishing feature  of  the  five  paras,  that  the 
Egyptian  lettering  rmuis  5  piastreg  instead  of 
paras^  whilst  on  the  5  piastres,  the  Egyptian 
inscription  reads  5  paras.  This  is  a  first- 
class  distinction,  but  to  make  it  of  use  to 
those  who  neither  possess  the  stamps,  nor  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  Turkish  to  enable 
them  to  detect  at  a  glance  the  erroneoaa 
inscriptions  on  the  forgeries,  it  would  have 
been  well  to  insert  an  engraving  of  the 
character  used  to  denominate  one  or  both  of 
the  values. 

In  reviewing  a  new  American  publication, 
the  editor  of  T^  PhilatsUst  makes  the 
following  observation,  which  we  commend 
to  the  notice  of  American  youngsters  who 
contemplate  rushing  into  print : — 

Juveniles  had  much  better  devote  their  time  to  the 
study  of  English  grammar,  than  set  their  elders*  teeth  on 
edge  with  their  wretched  remarks  about  '*  a  thing  whiA 
have,"  and  their  utter  reckleasneas  of  panctuatioo. 

After  all,  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
contains  no  encouragement  to  our  cousins 
across  the  water  to  throw  off  their  allegiance 
to  the  common  tongue. 

In  answer  to  a  correspondent,  the  editor 
gives  the  following  information  respecting 
the  small  or  "  ladies' "  size  of  the  Transvaal 
envelope.     He  says — 

It  was  never  intended  for  postage.  After  the  genuine 
on  the  larger  envelopes  became  obsolete,  the  postmaster 
obligingly  struck  off  some  impressions  on  small  envelopes, 
for  Uic  benefit  of  his  friends.  Those  of  the  first  type  are 
from  the  original  die ;  and  as  it  is  almost  impoesiole  to 
obtain  genuine  copies,  one  must  take  these,  as  we  take 
reprinted  Natals.  The  smaller  type  is  quite  a  fancy 
article,  and  only  bears  a  family  likeness  to  the  genuine. 

For  our  part,  we  must  say,  that,  without 
in  any  degree  questioning  the  authenticity 
of  the  larger  envelopes — which,  indeed,  has 
been  explicitly  guaranteed  by  the  Transvaal 
postmaster — we  could  never  take  the  emission 
au  eerieux.  The  supply  struck  off  was  too 
limited  to  meet  a  real  want;  and  one  of 
such  liliputian  proportions  could  hardly  be 
other  than  the  result  of  an  pfficiaVs  pastime. 

Tho  November  number  contains  com- 
paratively little  to  notice.  In  the  article  on 
"  Recent  Emissions  "  occurs  a  description 
of  a  Japanese  stamp,  or  "  seal  for  fastening 
letters,**  which  exists  both  perforated  and 
unperforated ;  but  nothing  is  said  to  show 
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that  it  has  really  any  postal  character,  and 
we  doabt  its  possession  of  any. 

Incidentally  noticing  the  field-post  corre- 
spondence cards  issued  dnring  the  late  war, 
the  editor  sensibly  asks,  "  Who  can  take  any 
interest  in  these  miserable  Germanic  cards  ?  " 
and  we  quite  agree  with  him ;  but  the  inquiry 
conveys  a  reproach  to  those  who  would  push 
collecting  to  extremes.  Although  these 
cards  freed  the  correspondence  they  bore,  and 
were  officially  issued,  their  monotonous 
ugliness  militates  against  their  collection; 
but,  according  to  the  faith  which  inculcates 
implicit  acceptance  of  everything  which  has 
a  postal  character,  they  ought  to  be  collected 
and  valued  equally  with  other  and  more 
attractive  issues.  One  instinctively  revolts, 
however,  against  the  pressure  of  such  an 
argument,  which  would  tend  to  make  his 
album  a  wilderness  of  German  text,  and 
refuses  to  accept  a  dictum,  which,  for  the 
sake  of  logical  sequence,  would  transform  an 
unvarying  pleasure  into  a  repulsive  task. 

Le  Timbrophile. — In  our  last,  we  gave  two 
extracts  from  a  recently  published  number 
of  this  journal,  dated  July,  1870.  The  sign 
of  life  thus  given  has  been  followed  by  the 
complete  resuscitation  of  our  old  fiiend,  two 
more  numbers  having  since  made  their 
appearance.  As  might  have  been  expected, 
M.  Mahc's  first  care  is  to  write  off  the 
arrears  of  news  which  have  been  accumu- 
lating during  more  than  a  twelvemonth ;  and 
accordingly  we  find  the  major  portion  of 
these  two  numbers  occupied  with  a  chronicle 
of  new  emissions  which  can  only  be  novel- 
ties to  French  collectors.  The  remainder  is 
taken  up  with  an  article,  by  Dr.  Magnus, 
on  the  French  postal  service  in  1870-1, 
wherein  the  various  plans  tried  in  the 
beleaguered  capital  to  open  communications 
with  the  departments,  are  interestingly  de- 
tailed. Incidentally,  the  learned  doctor 
analyses  the  reprint  of  the  1848  stamps ;  but 
although  his  observations  are  of  their  usual 
value,  we  prefer  to  postpone  their  reproduc- 
tion until  his  promised  review  of  all  the 
French  emissions  appears. 

A.  Moschkau^s  Magazine. — We  have  not 
the  advantage  of  knowing  Mr.  Moschkau,  the 
proprietor  of  this  journal,  but  the  editor  of 
The  PhilcUelut  answers  for  him,  as  being  "  a 


very  energetic  amateur,"  and  its  fourth 
number,  from  which  we  have  already  quoted 
certain  items  of  news,  is  evidently  the  work 
of  a  true  and  honest  collector.  Although  it 
is  but  a  four-page  octavo,  it  is  full  of  infor- 
mation, and  that  too  of  a  certain  importance. 
Mr.  Moschkau  was  not  only  the  first  toar^ 
nounce  the  adopted  type  for  the  new  German 
stamps,  but  was  also  the  first  to  (denounce  the 
forged  27  para  Moldavian,  which  has  been 
making  such  a  stir.  Of  this  notorious  im- 
position, he  gives  an  analytic  description, 
which  we  much  regret  our  slight  knowledge 
of  German  will  not  permit  of  our  translating ; 
and  in  another  part  of  the  number,  under 
the  expressive  heading  '*  Schwindel,"  he 
describes  and  warns  collectors  against  the 
Brdslau  myths.  We  sincerely  wish  our  new 
contemporary  the  success  he  deserves. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philately, — The 
September  number  is  accompanied  with  a 
well-printed  catalogue  of  stamps,  which,  we 
presume,  were  sold  on  the  9th  of  October. 
We  note  the  most  striking  specialities  : 

Lot  12. — Scarce  uncatalogued  San  Francisco  local,  un- 
used [why  not  have  mentioned  the  name  ?]. 

„  62. — Canada,  6d.  perforated. 

„  60. — Charleston  envelope  stamp,  in  fine  condition. 

„  61. — 5  c.  red  Knoxville,  unused  and  perfectly  clean. 

„  69.^  c.  blue  Lynchburgh,  unused,  but  slijchtly 
rubbed.  This  is  one  of  the  scarcest  known 
Confederate  provisionaLa. 

„  70. — 5  e.  red  Petersburg. 

The  number  itself  contains  a  continuation  of 
the  three  following  articles :  "  A  Short 
History  of  the  United  States  Po.st-Office;** 
"  History  of  the  Confederate  States  Post- 
Office ; "  "A  Collector's  Notes  on  the  Stamps 
of  New  Granada."  From  the  second  we  give 
an  extract  in  our  article  on  "  New  Issues," 
and  we  notice  in  reading  it  that  the  number 
of  southern  postmasters  has  fallen  from 
twenty  thousand  to  ten  thousand.  The  last  of 
the  three,  which  is  exceptionally  well  written, 
contains  some  remarks  as  to  the  probable 
date  of  issue  of  the  large  New  Granadine 
which  deserve  to  be  carefully  read  and 
studied.     They  are  as  follows  : — 

On  the  next  page  of  our  note-book  we  have  collected 
some  few  items  about  the  issue  (large  rectangle),  with  tl  e 
legend  '^Estados  Unidosde  Nueva  Granada,"  designated  by 
the  catalogues  as  the  third  in  order,  of  the  year  1861. 

The  chamiiug  and  unusual  uniformity  in  the  lists  of 
tliese  authorities,  in  all  the  particulars  of  dat<»,  design, 
values,  and  colours,  as  though  each  had  copied  from  the 
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olher,  the  profound  silence  of  the  writers  in  the  magazines, 
broken  only  by  the  articles  of  Mr.  Pemberton  on  loi^eries 
{PhUatelisty  vol.  i.,  p.  131),  and  that  of  Dr.  Magnus  on 
reprints  {TiinbrophiUy  page 464,  reprinted  S.  C.  Magatine^ 
vol.  iii.),  like  a  calm  between  storms,  is  a  great  relief 
from  the  discussion  about  the  issues  just  dc^ribed,  and 
indicates  clearly  the  fact  of  their  great  rarity,  and  the 
little  known  about  them.  This,  combined  with  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  engraving,  the  great  dissimilarity 
m  their  size  and  design,  wnen  compared  with  the  issues 
usually  said  to  precede  and  succeed  them,  led  us  some 
tiuie  ago  to  suspect  that  Bellars  and  Davie,  though 
standing  alone,  gave  the  right  date«  and  that  this  was 
the  first  issue  in  1858,  instead  of  the  third  in  1861.  Not 
finding  that  auy  of  the  authorities  gave  any  reason  for 
BO  unanimously  assigning  1861  as  the  date  of  issue,  we 
have  searched  long  and  carefully  to  find  the  exact  date 
when  the  title  in  the  legend  was  in  use,  with  the  un- 
satisfactory result  of  learning  only  that  in  addition  to  the 
names  and  dates  given  in  our  former  article,  there  was 
a  change  of  some  kind  in  the  constitution  and  name  in 
May,  1853  ;  and  to  have  our  suspicion  partially  confirmed 
by  the  statement  of  several  writers,  tnat  the  Granadine 
Confederation  was  merged  in  the  United  State*  of 
Columbia,  in  1861.  In  this  connection,  the  remark  of 
TJie  6'.  0.  Moffazine,  vol.  v.,  p.  78,  that  an  Ameiican  con- 
temporary states  that  the  postmaster  of  Columbia  declared 
the  issues  of  1860  and  1861  to  be  unauthorized  emissions 
by  "  the  rebels  '  is  rather  significant,  and  increases  our 
anxiety  to  have  the  date  and  history  of  these  emissions 
definitely  settled. 

The  Stamp  Journal. — This  is  an  unpre- 
tending little  magazine,  published  by  Messrs. 
Henry  P.  Harker  <fc  Co.,  of  Hull,  who,  it  is 
bat  justice  to  them  to  say,  are  not  connected 
with  the  various  firms  to  whose  trade  in  for- 
geries we  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  call 
our  readers*  attention.  The  journal  is  edited 
by  a  "Monsieur  Auguste  Jacob;'*  but,  al- 
though the  writing  is  of  a  very  amateur 
character,  there  is  nothing  un-English  about 
its  composition.  As  to  the  evidences  of  long 
life  and  prosperity  given  by  the  new  comer, 
perhaps  the  less  said  the  better,  f'rom  a 
list  published  in  an  American  paper,  it  would 
appear  that  no  less  than  thirty-two  philatelic 
journals  have  been  started  in  this  country,  of 
which  only  two  survive ;  and  of  the  thirty 
which  have  died  from  lack  of  proper  support, 
the  majority,  to  our  own  recollection,  were 
publications  of  about  the  same  size,  and 
neither  more  nor  less  promising  than  the  one 
under  review.  Under  these  circumstances, 
whilst  wishing  success  to  the  new  enterprise, 
we  cannot,  in  honesty,  show  much  enthusiasm 
over  it. 

Le  Timbre' Poste  contains  absolutely  no- 
thing of  a  reproducible  nature.  It  is  occu- 
pied almost  exclusively  with  an  instalment 
of  Dr.  Magnus'  article  on  envelope  stamps. 


NOTES  ON 
THE  LOCALS  OP  dALIFORNIA 

AND  THB 

WESTERN  STATES   OF  AMERICA. 

I. 

BT  EDWARD  L.  PEMBSBTON. 

It  may  appear  "considerably  impertinent"  for 
me  to  pretend  to  write  on  any  American 
subject,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  diffus- 
ing knowledge  or  information,  in  the  face  of 
Mr.  Coster's  remark  about  "  the  usual  blun- 
ders of  English  writers  when  they  take  up 
the  United  States  local  subject " ;  but,  as  it 
is  hopeless  to  expect  that  any  of  our  better- 
informed  brethren  in  the  States  will  give  us 
the  benefit  of  what  they  do  know  on  tbe. 
subject,  I,  after  considerable  cogitation  and 
some  diffidence,  venture  to  indite  these 
papers,  as  showing  accurately  what  I  know 
about  Californian  locals. 

I  no  more  profess  to  a  complete  knowledge 
of  American  philatelic  matters,  than  I  do  to 
having  spent  two  hundred  pounds  in  pre- 
paring these  articles ;  but  I  do  say  that  this 
sum  would  not  cover  what  has  been  paid  for 
the  specimens  from  which  these  notes  are 
made.  This  I  simply  state,  that  my  readers 
may  not  run  away  with  the  idea  that  I  am 
describing  rubbish. 

It  is  to  me  perfectly  inexplicable  that 
there  are  collectors  in  the  States,  who,  with 
opportunities  for  obtaining  information, 
which  appear  to  us,  who  have  to  make  onr 
inquiries  by  letter,  and  chance  the  getting  a 
vague  reply  in  a  couple  of  months,  almost 
transcendental — it  is  to  mo,  I  say,  inex- 
plicable that  so  little  has  been  written  by 
those  who  are  undoubtedly  well  informed. 
If  we  in  England,  groping  about  in  the 
dark  as  to  facts,  venture  to  attempt  to  ar- 
range and  describe  such  specimens  as  we 
have  acquired  from  the  States  by  a  per- 
sistent course  of  heavy  payments, — and  that 
without  any  assistance  but  what  we  may 
glean  from  a  few  papers  in  The  American 
Journal  of  Philately^  which  are  valuable  in 
themselves,  but  too  often  faulty  in  their 
grammatical  constructipn — if  we  venture  on 
"Notes  on  the  United  States  Locals," 
straightway  some  one,  who  is  professedly 
well  informed,  writes  in  the  American  jour- 
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•nal,  and,  more  out  of  jealousy  than  a  desire 
to  impart  information,  tells  ns  jnst  wliat  we 
want  to  know.  In  hopes  that  my  incon- 
siderable knowledge  may  produce  criticisms 
as  searching  as  the  one  on  Boyd's  Express 
(see  The  American  Journal  of  Philately y  for 
August,  1871,  p.  97),  I  have  extreme  plea- 
sure in  writing  the  following  sketches. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  guage  the  amount  of 
knowledge  that  Mr.  Coster  deems  necessary 
to  form  what  he  would  call  a  lamentable  dis- 
play of  ignorance ;  but  I  wish  our  American 
friends  to  understand  distinctly  that  1  shall 
only  describe  from  the  actual  specimens 
which  I  possess ;  that  I  profess  no  knowledge 
of  the  dates  of  issue,  or  routes,  or  existence 
of  the  companies,  but  what  is  derived  from 
the  entire  envelopes  and  letters  beft»re  me. 
I  shall  describe  what  I  have,  solely  to  elicit 
farther  information ;  not  to  be  called  to 
account  for  withholding  information  which 
I  have  no  means  of  obtaining. 

The  causes  which  led  to  the  establishment 
of  a  series  of  Express  Mail  Companies  were 
briefly  explained  in  my  previous  paper  on 
these  locals,  published  in  September,  18G9. 
California  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  in 
]848,  gold  was  discovered  shortly  after,  and 
in  1849  the  inflnx  of  miners  commenced  ; 
although  the  "  rush,"  as  it  is  popularly  called, 
was  made  in  1849,  it  must  not  be  supposed 
that  many  arrived  early  in  that  year,  for  it 
was  a  six  months'  voyage  from  Europe  then ; 
hut  as  soon  as  the  mining  camps  were  in 
fall  operation,  it  became  a  necessity  to  have 
reliable  means  of  conveyance  to  forward  let- 
ters and  gold  dust.  This  led  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  express  companies,  mostly 
located  in  the  country,  near  the  miners,  who 
then  sent  their  orders  down  to  the  town  or 
settlement  now  called  San  Francisco,  for 
provisions,  or  any  other  necessaries  of  life. 
Most  of  these  companies  had  but  brief  ex- 
istence, the  routes  changing  hands,  and,  as  a 
rule,  eventually  passing  under  the  control  of 
Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co.,  of  whom  we  are  told, 
that  they  will  brook  no  opposition,  and 
always  buy  up  rival  companies,  if  they  can 
only  hold  out  long  enongh  to  be  bought 
up.  These  companies  were  rude  concerns, 
for  there  was  no  regular  post-office  at  first, 
and  as  the  express  offices  had  to  take  charge 


of  letters,  they  went  through  all  sorts  of  dan- 
pjers  and  difficulties,  ajiid  charged  accordingly. 

The  early  settlers  in  San  Francisco  were 
nomadic, — here  to-day,  gone  to-morrow  ; 
what  letters  they  received  were  soon  de- 
stroyed ;  they  had  no  need  to  hoard  them  up, 
— why  should  they,  where  their  stay  would 
be  brief?  This  I  am  careful  to  explain,  that 
the  readers  of  The  Siam^j-Colleciui's  Magazine 
may  understand  the  well-nigh  insuperable 
difficulties  of  getting  the  long-obsolete  va- 
rieties. 

When  the  history  of  a  city  does  not  extend 
beyond  a  period  of  twenty  years,  it  can 
readily  be  understood  that  there  are  vo  old 
offices,  and  no  old  lumber-rooms,  as  in  older 
cities,  the  natural  receptacles  for  letters  of 
a  bygone  generation.  So  with  San  Francisco : 
at  the  time  of  the  finding  of  gold  on  the  Sac- 
ramento river,  it  was  little  better  than  a 
sand-bank  ;  but  now  it  is  the  great  trading 
city  of  the  far  west,  aud  one  which,  from  its 
position,  must  ever  increase  in  wealth  and 
splendid  prosperity.  It  was  early  last  year,, 
that  poor  Craig  went  thither,  and  at  once 
commenced  a  most  rigorous  search  in  every 
likely  place  for  these  interesting  franks. 
Since  his  untimely  death,  the  pursuit  has 
lieen  kept  up  by  Mrs.  Craig,  aud  with  very 
great  success.  From  two  particular  offices  I 
have  obtained  a  few  valuable  handstamps 
used  in  1851,  and  also  a  number  of  scarce 
printed  franks  on  government  envelopes ; 
from  these  I  have  made  a  selection,  which  the 
publishers  of  this  magazine  have  been  enter- 
prising enough  to  engrave  in  their  entirety. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  all  bear  one  address — 
that  of  Mr.  David  McKay ;  and  all  earnest 
philatelists  will  join  me  in  being  for  ever 
thankful  that  there  was  such  a  methodical 
man  in  San  Francisco  in  those  early  days. 
For  many  fine  and  valuable  specimens,  I 
have  to  thank  Mr.  Lomler ;  and  I  have 
written  to  him,  attempting  to  indnce  him 
to  hunt  up  the  past  histories  of  these  curious 
old  expresses,  which  may  be  safely  con- 
sidered as  the  pioneers  of  civilisation  in 
that  far  distant  west. 

As  previously  stated,  the  rush  occurred  in 
1849,  and  in  that  year  the  "  Pioneer  Express," 
of  California,  was  established  by  Todd  & 
Bryan,  of  which  I  trust  to  give  full  par- 
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ticnlars  in  dne  course.  The' earliest  dated 
and  franked  letters  which  Mrs.  Craig  has 
been  able  to  obtain  are  of  1851.  They  bear 
handatomped  franks,  are  addressed  to  the 
same  hoase  in  San  Francisco,  and  are, 
briefly,  the  following ; — 

Palmer  A  Co.,  April,  1851. 

Momby  &  Co.,  May  12.  1851. 

Gregory's  Express,  July  28,     „ 

S.-p.  19,    „ 
Todd'BE»press,Sonora,  May  29,     „ 
Reynolds,  Todd,  &  Co.,  Nov.  22,     „ 
Todd  &  Co,,  Stockton,    Dec.,  18.'i2, 
After  the   above  we   commence    finding 
franks  of  Adams,  Freeman,  and  Wells,  FHrgo 
&  Co.      Ader  1853  it  would   appear   th»t 
printeil  (Vanks  came  moi*  into  use,  and  the 
handstamp  went  ont,  save  for  obliterating 
purposes;  whereas  it  appeared  formerly  to 
have  all  the  powers  of  a  frank,  althongh  the 
envelope  frequently  bore,  in   addition,  the 
word  PAID  from  another  handstamp.     Letters 
sent  partly  unpaid  were  marked  not  paid,  or 
else  collect;  but  still  bore  the  handstamp 
frank,  which  leads  us  to  infer  that  the  letter 
must  have  been  partially  paid. 

With  these  introductory  remarks,  I  will, 
in  my  next  paper,  proceed  to  the  actual 
Oescription  of  the  specimens. 

(75.  **  conlinutd.) 


HEWLT-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Russian  Locals. — Slowly,  one  after  the 
other,  the  Bnssian  locals  are  finding  their 
way  across  to  this  country.  We  have  this 
month  the  pleasure  of  giving  engravings  of 
three,  ivhioh  answer  in  every  point  to  the 
very  accurate  description  of  them  given  in 
oar  number  for  July  last. 

Taking    them    promiscuonsly,   we    come 
I  first  to  IheTicArm, 
the  least  interest- 


tmxohhokoh 

OEAbOKOi)  novni 

MAPKA. 


most  primi- 
tive, of  the  three. 
When  wc have  said 
that  it  is  coarsely 
printed  in  red,  on  thick  white  paper,  heavily 
gummed,  and  that  the  value — 2  kopecs— is 
not  indicated,  we  have  luid  all  that  can  be 


said  abont  it,  except  that  the  town  or  dis-' 
trict  of  Tichvin  is  in  the  Novgorod  govern- 
ment. 

In  the  same  government  is  found  the 
town  of  KirSnff,  to 
which  the  second  ' 
and  largest  of  the 
new  arrivals  be- 
longs. The  in- 
scription in  the 
centre    reads,    FOB 

2  KOP.;  but  we  pre- 
sume that  the  Rns- 

sian  word   literally 

translated  "  envelopes,"  should  bo  naderetood 
to  mean  letters  or  correspondence.  The  in- 
scription in  the  circular  frame  signifies, 
KIRiLOtF  DISTRICT  COURT,  Entraparenlhese,ihe 
anomolons  spider-like  ornaments  in  the  frame 
are  intended  probably  for  stars.  This  stamp 
is  printed  in  black  on  reddish-brown  paper. 
The  third  stamp  comes  from  Ifj-ff,  in  the 
Tu«r  country— a  land  apparently  abfmnJing 
in  intractable  consonants,  and 
is  at  once  the  briglit4>st  and 
the  most  grotesfino.  The 
crown  looks  vory  udd,  placed 
on  the  quadrupedal  article  nf 
furniture  which  occupies  the 
upper  half  iif  the  rectangle, 
and  the  nominally  "rampant'' 


itterly  disgust 
The  I 


the  low. 


lalf  1 


iM 


—  —  „  _.  tbo  college  of 

heralds.     Ihe   entire    design    ia    printed   i 


black  on  white  ;  bnt  the  portion  occupied  by 
the  arms  is  surcharged  with  a  red  disk.  Tbo 
translation  of  the  marginal  inscription  is 
KJEFF  nuHAL  POST;  the  valoe  is  2  kopecs. 

The  divergence  of  the  values  of  the 
Russian  locals,  ranging,  as  they  do,  between 
two  and  ten  kopecs,  is  worthy  of  passing 
remark  ;  and  may  probably  arise  from  tbe 
greater  or  lesser  distances  which  aepomte 
the  districts  in  which  the  stamps  circulate 
from  the  nearest  imperial  post-office.  There 
is  also  another  noticeable  point  in  connection 
with  these  stamps,  namely,  the  appearance 
on  several  of  them,  of  two  or  more  armorial 
emblems,  apparently  distinct  from  each  other, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  completely  separated. 
This  pecniiarity  is  to  be  observed  in  tbe  Rjeff 
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2  Icop.  abore  represented,  and  leads  to  the  in- 
qitirjr  whether  the  embleniB  in  the  upper  half 
maj  not  be  those  of  the  government,  whilst 
those  in  the  lower  belong  to  the  town. 

New  Qkanadi, — A  new  j|tamp  has  just 
nude  its  appearance,  whose  design  shows  a 
considerable  departnre  from  the  long  fashion- 
able Grenadine  type,  and  appears  to  be  copied 
to  some  extent  from  that  of  the  Montcvidean 
series.  As  will  be  seea  from  the  annesed  en- 
|1  graving,  an  inscribed  Sgnre 
2  occnpies  the  centre  of  the 
stamp,  the  arms  are  in- 
genionsly  iasert«d  in  the 
cnrve  of  the  Sgnre,  and 
heavily  draped  fl^  form  a 
not  nngraceful  backgronnd. 
la  minnte  letters  in  the 
two  upper  corners  are  the  words  Libertad 
and  ORDEH,  forming  the  motto  of  the  Bepnblic, 
and  in  the  lower  corners  are  small  fignres 
of  valne ;  the  whole  impressed  in  dark  brown 
on  white.  Altogether,  this  stamp  deserves 
a  separate  and  higher  rank  from  that  oo- 
cnpied  by  the  majority  of  its  congeners. 

ToLiHA. — We  last  month  announced  the 
emission  of  n  new  10  centavos  stamp  for  this 
coDDtry ;  we  have  since  learnt  of  the  existence 
of  a  5  c,  and  are  now  happy  to  be  able  to 
give  engravings  of  both. 


The  5  c.  is  brown  ;  the  10  c.,  a  rich  bine. 
It  wonld  appear  that  both  have  been  recently 
issued,  and  form  part  end  parcel  of  one  and 
the  same  series ;  and  yet  not  only  the  striking 
difference  in  design,  but  also  in  size,  would 
«eem  to  point  to  a  contrary  conclusion. 
There  are  now  in  existence  the  oTnissions  of 
cot  less  than  four  of  the  United  States  of 
Columbia;  but  no  explanation  has  been  given, 
nor  specnlatioD  hazarded,  as  to  the  reason 
for  their  "creation."  Under  these  cir- 
cnnutonces,    we    venture  to   suggest    that 


these  stamps  may  be  used  for  the  prepay- 
ment of  all  letters  which  originate,  and  are 
delivered  within  the  limits  of  the  issuing 
state,  whilst  the  series  common  to  all  the 
states  is  used  solely  for  correspondence 
passing  from  one  state  to  another,  or  for 
letters  to  foreign  parts.  In  support  of  this 
view,  we  may  point  out  that  the  Tolima 
stamps  above  engraved,  bear  an  inscription 
signifying  POST  office  of  the  state,  whilst 
the  ordinary  series  are  inscribed  national 
POS^r  office;  and  when  we  remember  that 
the  New  Granada  states  were  nntil  recently 
entitled  a  confederation,  the  apparent  ano- 
maly of  co-ordinate  "  state"  and  "  national  " 
post-offices  is  explained.  At  any  rate,  we 
shall  maintain  our  version  until  a  better  is 
produced. 

Fkance.— rXe  PhaittelUi  atiftes  that  of  the 
two  higher  values  of  the  new  ehifre-laxa 
stamps,  the  40  centimes  is  printed  in  bine, 
and  the  CO  centimes  in  buff.  We  have  seen 
both  these  values  imperforate,  and  also 
rouletted. 

From  a  French  provincial  paper  we  extract 
the  following  reference  to  some  unexpected 
novelties. 

The  pnrtal  depnrtment  is  occupied  with  the  fabricstion 
of  a  new  cbisa  nc  poalaie  Bliimpn.  the  ni'cewiitj  Tor  which 
hai  long  bepti  insiated  in  by  commervJBl  men.  nHmcly, 
Blnmpi  BpeeisUif  dmipifd  fur  the  pTepijTnrat  of  letter*  to 
the  ^;olonie^  and  tn  be  of  the  vslues  of  our.,  two,  and 
THKEE  PHAn<».  They  will  be  mlher  larger  thin  the 
ordiniiry  poMage  ilaraps,  ind  inrtend  of  the  proHlo  en- 
graved on  tbeae  last.thty  will  bear  a  large  Bgure  of  thIiu. 

Thus,  then,  it  would  seem  that  both  the 
seemingly  contradictory  statements  we  lately 
mentioned,as  to  the  design  of  the  forthcoming 
stamps,  are  true.  The  ordinary  stamps, 
such  as  tbe  25  c,  40  c,  Ac,  and  the  low 
values,  will  all  bear  the  head  of  republic,  but 
with  lai^  Sgure  of  valne  at  each  of  tbe 
lower  angles,  whilst  the  special  "  colonial 
correspondence  "  stamps  will  have  the  Hgura 
of  value  in  tbe  centre. 

Great  BitnAiii.— There  appeared  on  the 
30th  September,  1870,  an  official  postal 
notice,  reading  as  follows  : — 

On  and  After  the  lit  October  neit,  certain  eoincaof  As 
London  Tinut  and  of  the  Stamford  Mercury  newipapera 
will  bear  an  obliterated  postage  stamp,  impresaed  on  the 
newspaper  itwlf;  but  thi«  iroprened  itamp  will  be 
aTailitble  for.  ladi  at>fK»  only  u  are  poaUd  at  th> 
Oenaral  Poet-OfHce,  London,  or  at  the  Head  Foal-Offlce 
in  Stuofoid,  retpectiTely.    The  poatage  on  oopiea  of  tlfe 
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Time9  or  Stamford  Mereury  poeted  elsewhere,  mutt  be 
prepaid  either  by  a  half^nny  postage  label  or  a  stamped 
newspaper  wrapper,  otherwise  they  must  be  charged  with 
postage. 

As  our  Brighton  contemporary  remarks, 
there  seems  no  reason  why  these  two  papers 
shonld  be  speoially  favoured  ;  but  that  they, 
and  they  alone,  possess  the  privilege  of  using 
an  impressed  stamp,  is  proved  by  this  notice. 
CONFBDBBATE   STATES. — Mr.  Scott,  in   The 

American  Journal  of 
Philately^  notices  the 
emission  early  in  the 
secession  war  of  a 
number     of     hand- 


stamped  envelopes 
(similar  to  the  one 
here  represented), 
that  were  probably 
made  by  nine-tenths 
of  the  postmasters  in  the  Confederate  States. 

He  says, 

The  large  number  of  stamps  would  make  a  list  well 
calculated  to  frighten  most  coileetors,  even  if  the?  did  not 
get  a  chance  to  be  scared  by  the  ugly  originals.  The 
design  usually  consisted  of  the  dating  stamp  of  the  oflBce, 
with  (to  use  an  Hibemianism)  the  date  lert  out,  and  the 
figures  of  value  either  printea  or  written  in  its  place. 
In  some  cases,  they  were  authenticated  by  the  initials  of 
the* postmaster,  written  across  or  on  the  back.  Some,  such 
as  tne  Statesville  and  Columbia,  which  have  a  distinct 
design,  I  have  included  in  the  list.  As  I  said  before,  the 
large  number  of  Uiese  stamps,  together  with  the  im- 
possibility of  making  a  list  of  them,  owing  to  the  many 
deatiis  that  have  occurred  among  the  old  postmasters, 
and  others  refusing  information,  or  forgetting,  what  they 
considered  so  trifling  a  circumstance,  which  occurred  ten 
years  ago,  will  probably  deter  most  amateurs  from  trying 
to  obtain  a  collection ;  but  as  they  are  as  genuine  and 
JEiuthentic  stamped  envelopes  as  ever  any  issued  by  any 
government,  and  fully  as  interesting  as  the  much-sought- 
after  British  Guiana  provisionals,  I  should  certainly 
advise  every  collector  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  few 
varieties  of  them.  They  were  i8su:ed,  like  all  other 
provisionals,  because  the  postmasters  could  not  get 
government  stamps,  and  found  it  impossible  to  carry  on 
their  offices  by  taking  the  pav  for  eacn  letter ;  and,  when 
we  consider,  uiat  in  we  South,  there  was  not  at  that  time 
any  change  under  a  dollar,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  it 
was  simply  impossible  to  take  the  pay  and  give  change 
for  each  letter.  This  accounts  for  tne  enormous  number 
of  these  stamps  issued,  as  the  dullest  P.  M.  iu  the  service 
had  either  to  devise  some  kind  of  stamp  or  give  up  his 
office;  and  as  office-holders  are  not  usiially  prone  to  do 
that,  the  result  was  the  simple  contrivance  that  has  been 
described.  These  stamped  envelopes  were  usually  sold 
nineteen  for  a  dollar  for  five  cent  ones,  or  were  stamped 
free  when  the  parties  brought  their  own  envelopes  for 
tiiat  purpose. 

We  think  this  is  a  sufficient  notice  of  an 
unattainable,  though  not  uninteresting  class 
pf  stamps. 


Venezuela. — We  possess  an  official  stamp 
of  this  country,  which  we  describe  in  the 
hope  of  thereby  eliciting  information  con- 
cerning it,  and  ascertaining  whether  it 
possesses  any  postal  character.  It  is  a  rather 
large  upright  oval,  adhesive,  and  printed  in 
a  rosy  red  on  white.  The  inscription  which 
runs  round  the  stamp  reads  as  follows:— 

BE.  UU.  DB  VENEZUELA.   MINIST®   DE   EELACIOHBS 

EXTERiORES;  iu  the  centre  is  the  armorial 
shield,  depicted  as  on  the  postal  series, 
with  the  crossed  comucopiaD  and  stars  above, 
and  the  motto  libertao  on  a  scroll  beneath; 
below  which  again  come  two  other  scrolls, 
or  rather  the  continuation  of  the  one  above ; 
the  first  inscribed  19  db  abril,  1810;  the 
second,  5  de  julio,  1811.  It  appears  to  us 
probable  that  this  stamp,  or  seal,  may  serve 
to  frank  the  official  correspondence  of  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  affairs  through  the 
post-office.  Can  any  of  our  readers  give 
positive  information  respecting  it,  and  also 
say  what  important  event  in  Venezuelan 
history  took  place  on  the  second  of  the 
above  dates  ? 

South  Australia. — A  new  Australian 
"error"  is  brought  to  our  notice  by  one  of 
our  correspondents,  in  the  shape  of  a  current 
twopence,  light  red,  watermarked  v.  and 
GROWN.  This,  we  think,  is  the  sole  instance 
of  a  watermark  special  to  the  stamps  of  one 
colony  being  used  for  those  of  another,  though 
a  feasible  explanation  ought  not  to  be  diffi- 
cult to  find.  The  South  Australian  stamps 
are  printed  in  the  same  office  as  the  Vic* 
torian,  or  else  both  colonies  get  their  supply 
of  paper  from  the  same  maker,  and  in  either 
case  an  accidental  transposition  has  occurred. 

Orange  Free  State. — T lie  PhUaielist  ^uh- 
lishes  the  following  rather  odd  intelligence: — 

We  have  official  authority  for  correcting  all  the  pre- 
viously received  descriptions  of  the  adhesives  of  thii 
repubuG.  It  seems  that  the  tree  depicted  thereon  is  not 
an  oran^  tree,  as  everyone  naturally  suppoMd,  but  the 


tree  of  hberty.    We  are  still  left  to  conjecture  what  the 

fruit  seen  on  the  same  may  be  intended 

judging  by  analogy  from  the  ^its  of  liberty  nearer 


fruit  seen  on  the  same  may  be  intended  to  represent ;  bat, 
judging  by  analogy  from  the  ^its  of  liberty  nearer 
home,  we  conclude  that  they  are  either  large  bullets  or 


small  cannon-balls  or  bomb-shells.  This  we  have  the 
more  right  to  imagine,  as  the  same  authority  pronouoces 
the  three  pendantof  hitherto  supposed  to  be  peaceftil  post- 
horns,  to  be  in  reality  representations  of  powder>homs. 

This  is  indeed  a  new  rendering  of  tiie 
emblems  on  the  Orange  State  stamps,  and 
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we  fe&r  tbat,  like  manj  respected  traditions, 
the  belief  that  the  tree  ie,  "  for  a'  that  and  a' 
that,"  ao  orange  tree  will  long  linger  in  the 
minds  of  yonng  collectors— if  not  in  those  of 
older  ones,  more  CBpecially  if  they  nse  their 
G^eB,  or  a  good  magnifier,  instead  of  swal- 
iewiag  official  authority, 

SmtCHiROED  Qeruan  Ehve lopes.— In  the 
article  bearing  this  title,  and  published  in 
oar  last,  ne,  rather  from  inadvertence  than, 
want  of  knowledge,  stated  that  the  grey 
tablet  was  first  impressed  on  the  old  em- 
bossed envelope  stamp,  and  that  then  tbe 
Bdhesire  was  placed  over  it.  The  process  is, 
in  fact,  jnst  the  reverse,  as  more  than  one 
correspondent  has  kiodly  pointed  out.  The 
adhesive  is  first  stnck  over  the  envelope 
(tamp,  and  then  down  comes  the  tablet,  not 
merely  cmahing  ont  the  relief  of  the  latter, 
bat  also  firmly  fixing  the  former,  and  thna 
remedying  any  imperfection  in  tbe  adhesion. 

Rusaii. — The  exact  use  of  a  very  large 
square  blae  stamp,  bearing  the  Russian  arms 
in  the  centre,  and  generally  styled  a  Black 
Sea  local,  has  always  been  donbtfol.  We 
are  now  enabled,  on  tbe  authority  of  our  St. 
Petershnrg  correspondent,  to  state  that  it 
was  used  abont  seven  years  ago,  for  pre< 
paying  Bample  parcels,  Ac,  from  the  ports  of 
the  Black  Sea  to  Constantinople,  Alexandria, 

BoTin'. — A  change  has  taken  place  in  tbe 
ioBcriptioD  of  the  Alexandria  official,  which 
will  probably  be  extended  to  all  the  others, 
Inst^  of  Poste  Vice  Seali  Egiiiane,  it  is  now 
POSTS  EHEDEDIE  EGiziAHE ;  and  the  Egyptian 
legend  in  the  centre  is  likewise  altered. 
Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  entire  stamp 
has  been  re-designed,  and  tbe  title  of 
Khedive  supersedes  that  of  Viceroy, 

Deccar. — We  appear  to  have  omitted  to 
notice  the  shades  of  the  issued  stamps 
allnded  to  in  oar  Angost  number. 

i  anna,        claret-red. 

1    „  msaet-brown. 

3  „  light  brown, 

4  „  slate. 

8     „  dark  brown. 

12    „  pale  greenish  blue. 

New  Sodth    Wales. — By  the  Australian 

mail,  vid  Brindisi,  we  bave  jnst  received  the 

tenpenny  stamp  of  this  colony  printed  in 


red,  instead  of  lilac,  and  surcharged  in  black 

type  NINEPEHCE. 

United  States. — Annexed  is  an  illustra* 
tion  of  tbe  lately-issued 
15  cents  envelope.    The 
type  is  nngraceful ;  the 
side  ovals   being  inor-  / 
dinately  large  ;  but  tbe  \ 
colour — a    bright    ver- 
milion— plays  charity's 
part  for  the  engraver's 


On  quadrille  paper,      Id.,  3d.,  Cd.,  9d,,  Is, 

On  laid  baloniU p&pfyr.  Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  Is. 

On  laid  paper.  Id.,  3d.,  Is. 

Italt. — The  10  o,  unpaid-letter  stamp  of 
the  new  type,  inscribed  segnatassb  (figure 
in  white  oval),  has  now  superseded  the  old 
issue,  of  wbich  the  stock  is  nearly  exhausted, 

Greece. — The  higher  values  appear  to  bo 
printed  on  paper  of  a  greenish  hue,  and  tbe 
40  lepta  is  changed  again  to  a  rich  manva 
tinge. 

BODHANIA. — The  5  bani  stamp  of  this 
principality  has  been  changed  .from  scarlet 
to  carmine. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
BOTD'8  CITY  EXPHES8  ONE  CENTS  STAMP, 
To  l^f  Edilerof'TBsStititf-CoLLB'Jtot.'aliAaMniK." 
Dbah  Sir.— I  notioe  in  jour  November  number  that 
Mr.  Atlue,  in  hi«  replj  to  jcj  criticiim  on  Boyd'*  EipiWI 
■tunpa,  saji  that  he  will  not  believe  in  R  clear! j-dejiiied 
specimen  or  Ihs  one  cent  itatnp.  reading  1  emit,  until  he 
•eei  one.  I  now  Enclose  a.  specimen  of  thia  TarietT  fnm 
mf  eollectioD,  in  which  ibe  i  o(  eeniM  is  quite  u  clear  U 
any  other  lettec.  I  would  feel  obliged  b;  >our  menhcHiing 
that  j<m  have  received  thia  stamp  from  ne,  and  find  it  as 
I  rcpreiont. 

XourB  truly. 
jV'eie  rort.  CHARLES  H.  COSTEE. 

[Thfl  bbo»  llttw  «v  BnnCDpkbltd  hf  m  ^ 


HINTS  TO  COLLECTORS  OP  CONFEDERATE 

PROVISIONALS. 

Tb  III*  Editor  of"  THEST*Mr-Coi:.i.ECTOB'B  HAOAtnrx." 

Drab  8ih,— The  search  inBtitnled  by  sundrj  per«ns 
in  the  Slates  for  these  things  appears  lo  Iuitb  been 
crowned  with  considemble  sueoesa ;  so  much  so,  that 
everyone,  from  truthful  James  to  tho  eitravagant  Scott, 
discDven  bia  proviaionaLs  week  after  week,  M  nitunllj 
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This  is  all  as  it  should  he,  and  is  a  testimonial  to  the 
persererance  of  the  finders ;  and  no  one  would  object  to 
the  discoYeries  if  the  authors  of  thero  would  only  be  reason- 
able, and  not  discover  so  many  copies  of  erery  hitherto  un- 
known local.'  I  am  often  competed  to  wonder  whether  all 
are  genuine.  I  do  not  now  seek  to  inquire  into  ihe  authen- 
ticitT  of  the  specimens^  but  will  accept  all  statements  of 
oar  American  cousins  with  a  trustfulness  which  they  would 
not  accord  to  us. 

Let  us,  however,  give  a  few  moments  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  following ;  I  call  them  facts,  but  will  put 
them  down  as  fancies : 

The  discovery  of  unknown  Confederate  provisionals  is 
the  result  of  persistently  worrying  everyone  who  is  likely 
to  know  anytning  of  the  subject.  When  success  rewards 
the  seeker,  and  a  new  local  or  provisional  is  found,  it  is  a 
rarity  for  some  months,  then,  as  a  general  thing  (mind,  I 
do  not  sa^  as  a  rule^,  somebody  finds  a  quantity,  which 
**ffnd"  isexplainea  by  many  hypotheses,  of  which  the 
following  are  the  two  favouriti'S : — 

1st.— Somebodv  has  died,  and  the  relatives  of  the  dear 
departed  most  curiously  find  that  their  lamented  fellow- 
labourer  had  a  habit  of  secreting  a  few  hundred  (some- 
times) of  one  particular  provisional  (in  his  desk  usually), 
the  very  existence  of  which  had  been  most  unaocountaDly 
overlooked.  It  sometimes  happened  that  affection  for  the 
departed  one  (whose  consaneninity  with  the  finders  is 
often  about  as  clear  as  being  their  mother's  uncle  on  the 
gnmd father's  side),  prevents  his  relatives  selling  them 
(the  stamps,  not  anything  living),  except  in  small  quanti- 
ties, or  driblets,  so  to  speak ;  they  usually  decline  to  sell 
them  o//,  with  a  child-like  reverence  for  memories  of  the 
past,  which  is  absolutely  touching. 

2nd. — The  "gentlemanly"  postmaster  of  some  out-of- 
the-way  place,  with  a  second-hand  name,  is  impelled  by 
eurioeitv  to  look  over  the  papers  of  his  predecessor ;  im- 
pelled thereto  simply  by  the  letters  of  stamp  dealers ;  for 
no  man  would  adopt  the  bold  and  hazardous  policy  of  ex- 
amining what  papers  he  had  lying  about,  if  strangers  did 
not  goad  him  on  to  it !  Itesults  are,  discovery  of  a  few 
sheets  which  somebody  else  had  caused  to  be  made,  or 
which  the  **  ^ntlemanly  "  postmaster  had  himself  made 
when  he  was  in  the  brignt  Lexington  of  youth  (as  says  the 
inimitable  A.  Ward),  but  the  very  memor;^  of  which  had 
passed  from  him.  These  he  is  magnanimous  enough, 
perhaps,  to  give  away  to  some  one  (this  is  what  the 
"some  one"  never  tells  u»  though),  but,  unhappily  for 
poor  human  nature,  a  more  lively  regard  for  his  own 
pocket  usually  prevents  this  flow  of  generosity,  and  in- 
duces him  to  allow  a  few  ardent  philatelists  to  place  the 
specimens  in  their  albums,  on  the  interchange  of  the 
civilities  of  payment. 

I  ought  here  to  state  that  I  am  in  no  way  alluding  to 
any  but  Confederate  stamps,  and  my  remarks  are  only 
meant  for  locals  and  provisionals  coming  under  those 
States.  This  is  a  joking  way  of  plttinl^'  putting  recent 
practises;  a  man  gets  hold  of  an  indefinite  number  of  one 
kind  of  provisional  Confederates,  single  copies  of  which 
have  always  been  unattainable.  Well,  the  holder  of  this 
stock  dribbles  out  single  copies  at  prices  which  would 
shock  a  conscientious  Quaker  or  a  scrupulous  Jew.  After 
a  few  months,  every  buyer  who  will  pay  well  will  become 
'Supplied ;  consequences  are,  the  balance  of  these  highly- 
priced  locals  will  be  sold  for  whatever  they  will  fetcn. 
Further  oonse(]uenees  are,  loss  of  confidence  on  all  sides, 
disgust  and  vituperation,  ornamental  language  from  the 
States,  and  great  harm  done  to  philately. 

Tours  faithfully, 

EDWABD  L,  PEMBERTON. 
Birminghtim, 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Japan,  Dorking.— The  V.  R.  albums  are  very  soitabls 
indeed  for  beginners.  You  cannot  do  better  than  chooss 
one. 

NiHii^  Bridgend. — We  do  not  think  any  letters  from 
France,  bearing  the  surcharge,  **  taxb  allocandb,  2," 
are  to  be  obtained  in  this  countory.  ITiey  are  among  the 
minor  postal  curiosities  of  the  war,  and,  perhaps  for  that 
reason,  rare. 

Marmadukb,  Rugby  — The  3  and  6  cent  Newfoundland, 
with  bust  of  Queen,  co-exist  with  the  other  and  okfer 
stamps,  with  value  in  cents;  and  we  have  not  hesrd  o( 
any  intention  to  issue  an  entirely  new  series  adorned  with 
the  portrait  of  the  Queen  in  widow's  weeds. 

A.  S.  S.,  Wokingham. — We  cannot  inform  yon  the 
exact  date  of  issue  of  the  current  black  St.  Vincent  penny ; 
it  was  first  received  in  August  last. — ^The  4  and  48  ik. 
of  the  new  issue  of  Denmark  appeared  towards  the  middle 
of  1870 ;  the  remaining  values  m  the  early  part  of  the 
present  year. 

J.  H.,  Clevedon.— We  have  already  had  our  attentioo 
called  to  the  Glasgow  dealer  you  mention,  but  we  make 
it  a  rule  not  to  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  any  one  sus- 
pected of  selling  forgeries  until  we  possess  sufficient  docu- 
mentary proofs  that  our  suspicions  are  well  founded, 
acting  on  the  old  maxim  that  it  is  better  ten  guilty  per* 
sons  snould  be  let  free  than  that  one  innocent  one  should  be 
convicted. 

E.  W.  L.,  London. — We  would  advise  you  to  use  gum- 
arabic  in  the  mounting  of  your  stamps,  as  recommended 
in  the  article,  **  Hints  for  Mounting  Stamps  and  En- 
velopes," at  p.  35  of  vol.  viii.  of  this  magarine.— Moeni' 
album,  just  published,  would,  we  think,  answer  your 
purpose ;  but  if  you  wish  to  arrange  your  stamp  after 
your  own  plan,  then  we  would  recommend  Alfred  Smith 
&  (;o*s  "  Two  Guinea  "  album. 

E.  S.,  HoMEBTON.— Our  cut  of  the  rare  Sydney  em- 
bossed stamp  i«  inaccurate,  inasmuch  as  it  has  the  name 
of  the  town  spelt  Sidney,  instead  of  Sydney.—Pleaae  send 
us  specimens  of  the  difl'erent  varieties  of  the  United  States 
one  cent  to  which  you  refer.— We  do  not  recollt^  re- 
ceiving from  yon  an^  notice  of  a  Rheatown  stamp,  nor 
can  we  well  describe  it  from  the  very  rough  outline  yoo 
give  of  it ;  but  if  ynu  will  be  good  enough  to  entrust  u* 
with  your  specimen,  we  will  take  great  care  of  it,  and 
perhaps  have  it  engraved. — Your  6  cent  New  Brunswick, 
pale  blue,  must  be  a  doctored  stamp. 

Puzzled,  Guildford,  wishes  to  know  how  to  mount  hi* 
post  cards.  We  should  recommend  the  use  of  a  separate 
Dook  for  them,  of  plain  thick  white  paper,  with  frequent 
guards ;  and  in  sucn  a  book  the  cards  might  be  mounted  one 
imder  the  other,  two  or  three  on  a  page.  The  whole  of  the 
front,  as  it  is  covered  with  a  design,  should  be  exposed,  and 
not  the  upper  part  alone,  as  is  the  practice  in  mounting 
envelopes ;  but^  on  the  oUier  hand,  the  backs  of  the  cards 
offer  very  few  points  for  study,  and  we  almost  think  they 
might  be  hinged  directly  to  the  paoer.  The  cards  are  not 
yet  many  in  number,  nor  does  mere  seem  much  like- 
lihood of  there  being  many  values  and  varieties  for  each 
country,  unl^  indeed,  a  nestal  revolution  takes  place, 
and  cards  entirely  superseae  envelopes,  in  which  erent 
whole  series  of  cards  would  be  required.  Meanwhile, 
their  arrangement  is  easy,  and,  as  they  are  not  tery 
thick,  they  will  not  cause  the  books  in  which  they  may 
be  placed  to  bulge. 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XVI. 

BY  OVBRT  TATLOB. 
EUROPE. 

§runstDUft. 

The  Brunswick  stamps  offer  absolutely  no 
difficulty  to  the  collector,  not  even  that  of 
price,  for  the  rarest*  can  be  obtained  for  a 
couple  of  shillings,  and  their  history  is  devoid 
of  any  obscurity;  the  present  paper  can 
therefore  hardly  claim  to  be  more  than  a 
catalogue  of  the  various  issues. 

Everyone  knows  the  Brunswick    horse, 

the  graceful  and  all  but 
unique  device  of  the  Bruns- 
wick stamps — all  hut  unique, 
for  the  crown  on  the  j  gr. 
quartett  alone  prevents  it 
from  being  entirely  so. 
Simple  and  neat  is  the  sole 
commendation  which  the  type  requires. 
The  earlier  issue  appeared  on  the  1st 
January,  1852,  and  continued  through  differ- 
ent editions  of  colour,  paper,  &c.,  down  to 
18G5,  when  it  gave  place  to  the  second  series, 
which  remained  in  service  until  the  Bruns- 
wick postal  department  was  merged  in  that 
of  the  North  German  Confederation. 

The  first  three  stamps  were  the  I  sgr.  rose, 
2  sgr.  blue,  and  3  sgr.  red.  They  are  printed 
on  white  paper,  and  are  devoid  of  watermark. 
Their  circulation  lasted  only  fourteen  months ; 
hence,  as  compared  with  subsequent  emis- 
sions, they  are  rare.    The  second  edition, 

♦  [We  think  our  contributor's  remarks  must  be  under- 
■tood  to  apply  to  caneeiled  copies  only ;  for  we  believe  that 
•carc«ly  one  collection  known  can  boast  of  an  unuted  series 
of  the  1,  2,  and  3  sgr.  of  the  first  issue.  In  the  most 
famous  and  complete  Continental,  as  well  as  British, 
collections,  we  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  an  entire 
series ;  at  best,  one  value  was  in  the  condition  denominated 
by  our  French  friendM—^^ pastant  pour  neuf"  It  is  the 
1  sgr.  which  ii  so  rare  unused. — Ed.] 


which  came  out  in  March,  1853,  is  in  black 
on  coloured  paper, — the  coloured  impression 
having  probably  been  found  hardly  safficiently 
prononcee — and  the  values  are  : — 

1  sgr.  orange,  yellow,  and  nankin-yellow. 

2  „     dark  blue. 

3  „    rose. 

To  these  were  added,  in  March,  1856,  two 
low-value  stamps  for  printed  matter, — the 
i  sgr.  brown  and  J  sgr.  white.  All  five 
stamps  are  watermarked  with  a  po^t-hom. 

In  February,  1857,  the  post-office,  appa- 
rently thinking  that  the  oblong  j  sgr.  was  too 
much  for  the  money,  in- 
troduced the  economical 
and  ])eculiar  postal  coupon 
here  represented,  of  which 
each  quarter,  or  any  two  or 
three,  may  be  used  separ- 
ately. It  was  printed  in 
black  on  thickly  gummed 
paper  watermarked  with  a  post-horn,  and 
continued  in  use  until  the  extinction  of  the 
Brunswick  post-office;  but  had  that  office 
continued  a  little  longer  in  existence  this 
stamp  would  have  been  superseded  by  an 
impression  of  the  same  design  in  dark  bistre 
on  white  paper.  The  posthumous  type  is 
common  enough,  and  should  find  a  place  in 
every  collection.  It  is  duly  watermarked  ; 
it  is  not  a  reprint,  but  an  original  stamp,  and 
its  authenticity  is  beyond  question.  The 
stock,  which  had  been  prepared  in  advance, 
became  the  property  of  some  speculative 
German  dealer,  and  has  been  disseminated, 
together,  in  fact,  with  the  entire  oval  series, 
over  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe. 

The  issue  of  1857  continued  in  un- 
interrupted circulation  until  1862,  when, 
rather  oddly,  the  postal  authorities  reverted 
to  the  style  of  the  first  edition,  and  issued  a 
3  sgr.  rose  on  white  paper,  watermarked  post- 
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liorn.  Then,  in  18f.3,  they  reverted  to  the 
black  impresBioDS,  producing  on  this  oc- 
casion a  now  value,  the  |  sgr.  black  on  green, 
aud,  finally,  in  181)5,  they  returned  once  more 
to  their  Gtat  love,  the  impression  iu  colour, 
at  the  same  time  adopting  the  improvement 
of  perforation  or,  rather,  in  this  instance, 
piercing.  At  this  last  date  they  issued  a 
I  sgr,  yellow,  on  white  paper,  pert 

and  they  issued  a  snpply  of  perforated 
i  sgr.  white.  | 

1  „     green.  >  black  impression. 

2  „     btoo.    ) 

This  completes  the  catalogue  of  the  stamps 
of  the  first  type,  unless  we  add  that  the  j 
sgr.  is  found  perforated,  to  use  the  uow 
generic  term,  by  two  other  methods.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  2  sgr.  whs  ovidenlly 
kss  used  than  its  companion  values,  as  it 
continued  to  be  issued  on  coloured  pnper 
when  the  1  and  3  sgr.  wei-e  emitted  on 
white. 

It  was  in  November,  18C5,  that  the  second 
scries  of  Brunswick  stam|>3  was  put  In 
circulalion,  after  a  delay  of  Bcvcrnl  months, 
during  which  a  number  of  proofs  of  the  new 
design  circulated  among  collectors.  These 
proofs  were  struck  in  black  on  white,  blue, 
j,Teon,  rose,  and  yellow  papers,  and  were  no 
doubt  nutheutic.  Besides  this,  the  design 
appeared  on  post- office  orders  before  the 
adhesivcs  came  out. 

Four  values  only  were  issued  in  the  new 

type,  viz.,  5  gr.  black,  1  gr.  rose,  2  gr.  blue, 

and   3   gr.   brown  1    the   old 

oblong  -J  sgr.,  black  on  green, 

>  continued  in  use  concurrently 
with  them, until  all  the  stomps 
were  withdrawn,  nor  even  in 
the  reser^-e  stock  docs  Hny 
supply  of  this  value  in  the 
new  tyjw  appear  lo  have  been 
found,  a  proof  thnt  it  was  not  much  used. 
The  design  is  of  the  usual  Germiia  style, 
though  i-elieved  by  the  central  ligure,  and 
neatly  executed.  The  pcrforntiun  is  in  up- 
right rectangles,  which  probably  is  the  roost 
convenient.  The  only  notable  c^ilour  variety 
is  found  in  the  1  gr.,  which  exists  in  rose 
and  in  a  rosy  I'ed.  ThuH  much  for  these 
adhcsives,  which  were  less  common  during 


their  circulation  than  those  of  many  otlw 
German  states,  but  of  which  unused  speci- 
mens have  become  dirt  cheap,  since  thejr 
have  been  withdrawn  from  service.  Th« 
stock  most  have  been  originallysold  at  waste- 
paper  rates,  to  admit  of  single  specimena 
being  put  at  the  prices  at  wnich  they  ue 
uow  offered. 

RHV  ELOPES. 

The  regular  issue  of  envelopes  did  not 
take  place  until  more  than  three  years  after 
the  omission  of  adhesives;  but  at  abontthe 
same  time  as  the  first  series  of  these  latter 
became  current,  a  handstamped  envelope 
was  prepared  for  the  special  use  of  the  town 
of  Brunswick.  Its  design,  if  such  it  may  be 
called,  is  excelled  by  that  of  many  post- 
marks, and  consisted  simply  of  a  circle,  with 
the  letters  within  ;  ^r.  p.  on  the  first  line,  vai 
FR.  on  the  second.  These  letters  stood  for 
STADT  POST,  FRANCO  (City  Post,  Free).  Tfaie 
primitive  typo  was  struck  generally  towanb 
the  bottom  of  the  envelope,  and  sometinica 
on  the  right,  sometimes  on  the  left.  Tbe 
oflicial  issue  was  in  red  on  grey  paper,  but 
impressions  are  found  on  papers  of  all 
colours,  and  these  are  said  by  Dr.  MagnnJ 
to  be  the  envelopes  presented  to  the  admiDis- 
tmtion,  that  is,  as  1  undor»tand,  submitted 
to  it.  Still,  without  in  the  least  impugning 
the  learned  doctor's  authority,  I  may  i» 
permitted  to  suggest  that,  although  im- 
pressions on  ail  the  known  colours  of  paper 
may  have  been  submitt«d  to  the  post-office, 
it  does  not  follow  that  all  the  known  speci- 
mens were  so  submitted, and  one  is  led  to  iufer 
from  their  number  that  a  reprint  took  place. 
The  unindicated  value  of  this  handstomped 
envelope  was  3  pfennigo,  and  I  presume  it 
was  used  to  frank  letters  posted  and  delivered 
within  the  town.  No  government  envelope 
of  thw  some  value  ever  made  its  appearance, 
and  it  may  be  that  this  one  continued  to  be 
used  until  1807,  but  on  this  point  I  have  do 
data  whatever.  I  only  know  that  at  one 
time  ft  specimen  of  the  "  stadt-post"  envelope 
cost  half-a-crowD,  and  that  now  it  may  be 
obtained  for  threepence,  which  argues  either 
a  long  currency  or  an  extensive  reprint. 

The  first  government  emission  took  place 
on  the  Ist  August,  185J,  when  the  large  1, 
2,  and  3  sgr.  made  their  appearance.     These 
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VHlaea  were  Rtmck  on  the  left  npper  corner 
of  the  envelope,  and  above  them  ran  the 
obliqae  doable-line  inscription  cf  valno  in 
minnte  letters,  followed  by  the  wrrdH  host 


the  whole 


bini 


Of 


these  stamps  tbere  exist  several  colui 
rieties,  the  principal  of  which  may  be  noted. 

1  fl;^'"-  yellow,  oranf;e-yellow. 

2  „     light  blue,  dnll  blue,  Prnesinnblae, 

dark  altramnrine. 

3  „  pale  rose,  bright  rose,  and  carmine. 
Besides  these,  two  stamps — the  1  sgr.  and 
the  2  Rgr. — are  found  with  the  lettering  in 
Uaish  lilac  Collectors  who  tnko  differences 
ill  size  and  tint  of  envelopes  will  note  that 
the  stamps  are  impressed  en  large  and 
mediom-sized  envclo|^es,  of  which  some  are 
white,  and  some  of  a  rose,  green,  or  blue  tint. 

The  1865  series  is  identical  in  tyjio  with 
the  adbesives  of  the  same  year,  bnt  the  relief 
of  the  envelope  impressions  is  mnch  higher 
than  that  of  the  adhesives ;  the  same  bine 
lettering  aa  in  the  preceding  series  running 
obliquely  above,  the  youngest  collector  can- 
not mistake  the  one  for  the  other.  Of  the 
three  values  which  form  this  series,  the 
following  are  the  colours: — 

1  groBchen,  bright  roso,  pale  rose,  carmine. 

2  „  ultramarine,  pale  and  dark. 

3  „  brownish  bistre,  pale  bistre. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  these  and  their 
companion  adhesives  the  denomination  is 
changed  ^m  silbergroschen  to  groschen. 


Borrowing  from  Dr.  Uagntis'  valuable 
article  in  Le  Timbre-Poate  [No.  89),  I  am 
enabled  to  mention  the  existence  of  an  essay 
of  which  the  doctor  gives  the  following 
description:  Square  stamp,  of  about  five- 
sixths  of  an  inch  in  size,  in  relief  on  colour, 
on  white  paper.  Brunswick  arms  on  a 
oolonred  ground  in  a  round  linear  frame 
contained  in  a  double-lined  square  frame, 
inscribed  above  BiuUNacHWEiO ;  on  each  side, 
PREiMAREE;  and  below,  2  ariOscuEN.  In  the 
fonr  angles  of  the  frame  the  figure  2,  which 
is  ^ain  repeated  in  the  triangular  spaces  left 
between  the  square  and  the  circle.  The 
colours  of  the  four  essays  in  the  doctor's 
possession  are — 

Black,  carmine,  light  blue,  black-biatre. 


He  is  unable  to  give  any  special  information 
concerning  them,  bnt  suppose  that  they  were 
submitted  with  the  idea,  if  the  type  were 
adopted,  that  it  should  servo  for  both  en- 
velopes and  adhesives. 

Many  other  colours  than  those  above 
stated  arc  known  to  exist  in  the  collections 
of  different  amateurs.  Some  are  struck  on 
coloured,  and  some  on  laid,  as  well  as  on 
white  paper. 


NOTES  ON  SOUTH  AMERICAN 
STAMPS. 


In  the  first  volume  of  The  PhiUUelist,  page 
38,  is  the  following,  which  is  evidently  in- 
tended to  set  at  rest  the  qoestiim  of  the 
ownership   of    the   portrait    borne   by    the 
Chilian  postt^  stamps:    "It  may  not  be 
irrelevant  to  note  here  the  recognition  of 
the   head   on  the  Ch.Han  stamps,  so   long 
considered    to   bo   that  of    Columbus,   bnt 
which  is  now  unanswerably  ascertained  to 
be  a  portrait  of  Ramon  Preyre,  governor  of 
Concepoion."     It  seems  very  strange  that, 
of  all  the  presidents,  &c., 
of  Chili,  Proiroshonld  have  ? 
been   the  one   chosen   on  9 
whom toconfertbis honour  ?1 
(if  it  be  one);  for  as  far  as  S 
I  have  been  able  t-o  learn,  ? 
stamps  for  Chili  wore  not  cl 
contemplated  byhim  dur-  P 
ing  his  presidency, or  after-  "^ 
wards ;  nor  has  he  done  anything  to  entitle 
him  to  bare  his  portrait  engraved  on  the 
stamps  of  his  conntry.     Be  this  as  it  may,  I 
trust  the  following  translation,  from  the  Pogt- 
ojice  Ordinance  of  Chili,  may  he  considered 
a    still    more  satisfactory  answer    to    this 


Chap,  viii.,  duusa  132:  "In  order  to  fui'ilitalB  (he 
prepByment  of  luttara,  the  PoBlmftiitfr-lJLneral  ifiBll  take 
caro  to  is9Uc,  Tor  ths  proeent,lhreekiml8of  uoiUf;eBtanip<i 
at  the  value  nf6.  iU,  and  20  cenu.  All  of  thenmball  ttnar 
ihe  bust  of  Columbus,  the  innfription  '  Ciirrcos-l'orte- 
franco- Chile,'    and  thu  deilgnalioo  ol  llieir  rvspeclivfl 

Now,  turning  to  vol.  iii.  of  The  Pkilalelitf, 
p.  109,  in  explanation  of  the  word  "  colon  " 
on  the  above-mentioned  stamps,  it  is  stated 
"that  it  is   the   port  to  which  the  stamp 
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fruDks  the  letter."  This,  again,  I  beg  leave 
to  correct.  "  Colon  "  is  merely  the  Spanish 
for  the  Italian  "  Colombo,"  and  refers  only 
to  the  portrait  of  Columbus.  Allowing  that 
at  first  the  stamps  paid  letters  only  as  far  as 
Colon,  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  in  a  new 
issue  the  word  would  have  been  omitted, 
since,  long  before  the  present  set  made  its 
appearance,  the  old  stamps  franked  letters  to 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  Cuba,  &c. 

In  the  translation  given  above,  it  will  be 
seen  that  no  mention  is  made  of  the  I  c. 
stamp  of  the  first  emission ;  this  is  explained 
by  the  fact,  that,  though  nominally  a  postage 
stamp,  it  is  in  reality  a  fiscal.  The  same 
remark  applies  to  the  I  c.  and  2  c.  of  the 
present  issue.  The  following  may  be  taken 
as  proofs  of  this: — (1)  The  lowest  rate  of 
postage  in  Chili  is  5  c.  the  |oz.  (about  2|d.) ; 
and  (2)  they  are  not  sold  at  the  post-office. 
It  might,  however,  be  suggested,  that  they 
were  used  for  local  postage,  or  the  payment 
of  newspapers.  In  both  these  cases  no 
postage  is  charged ;  and  the  only  time  the 
post-office  is  employed  for  the  delivery  of 
local  letters,  is  in  the  case  of  the  addressee 
having  a  box  in  the  office;  otherwise  they 
would  be  left  till  called  for.  It  may  not  be 
out  of  place  here  to  state  that  newspapers, 
<fcc.,  from  Chili  to  any  country  in  South 
America,  and  vice-vei'sd,  are  carried  gratis. 
It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however,  that  letters 
may  be,  and  sometimes  are,  paid  by  1  c.  and 
2  c.  stamps.  The  same  thing  happens  in 
Bolivia  at  present. 

It  may  not  here  be  out  of  place  to  correct 
a  few  of  the  mistakes  made  in  describing 
some  of  the  Central  and  South  American 
stamps.  In  the  Bolivian  stamps,  the  bird 
surmounting  the  oval  shield  is  a  condor,  not 
an  eagle.  The  animal  called  by  Mr.  Atlee  a 
'*  Noah's-ark-looking  sheep,"  is  a  guanaco. 
A  condor  figures  also  in  the  Colombian 
arms.* 

Again,  looking  through  stamp  cataloo:ues, 
I  find  the  stamps  of  Bolivia,  Costa  Rica, 
Salvador,  <fcc.,  described  as  "  mountain  land- 
scape," "  sea  view,"  "  volcano,"  &c.,  respec- 
tively; whereas  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  described  as  '*arms,"  which 

♦  [In  vol.  iii.  of  The  iitamp- Collector* s  Magazine j 
p.  163,  this  is  queried. — Ed] 


the   landscapes,   flags,   ^.,   on   the  above- 
mentioned  stamps,  represent. 

In  the  June  number  of  TAeStot»p-CUZecfor*i 
Magazine^  the  editor  expresses  a  desire  to 
know  who  was  dictator  of  Peru  at  the  time 
that  the  *' llama"  series  was  issued.  His 
name  is  Coronel  Sen  or  D.  Mariano  Prado, 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  made  himself 
president,  or  rather  dictator,  of  Peru  shortlj 
before  the  Spanish  war,  and  was  deposed  in 
January,  1868,  by  Coronel  Balta,  his  snc- 
cessor  and  present  president-elect  of  Peru, 
who  revived  the  old  type  of  stamp.  Should 
the  present  governors  of  Bolivia  follow  his 
example,  we  may  expect  to  see  the  "  condor" 
series  revived,  as  General  Melgarejo,  by 
whose  government  the  present  stamps  wore 
issued,  was  expelled  from  Bolivia  about 
three  months  ago.  Neither  he  nor  Prado 
had  been  elected;  hence  they  are  styled 
"  dictators." 


DEALERS   IN   FORGERIES. 

The  article  which  appeared  in  our  November 
number  has  brought  us  several  interesting 
and  properly  authenticated  communications 
respecting  the  dealers  in  forged  stamps.  In 
the  first  place,  we  have  received  from  one 
correspondent  a  so-called  prize,  won  by  him 
in  the  Yorkshire  Stamp  Union  got  up  by 
Mr.  Calvert,  of  Hull,  and  consisting  of  a  set 
of  perforated  forgeiies,  of  the  spurious  St 
Thomas  and  Porto  Rico  stamps,  of  the 
estimated  value  of  six  shillings.  The 
character  of  the  Stamp  Union  needs  do 
further  illustration. 

From  the  firm  of  Sidney,  Simpson,  &  Co., 
George  Yard,  Hull,  snother  correspondent 
has  received  a  batch  of  forgeries,  comprising 
imitations  of  the  Salvador  4  reales,  Mexican 
^  real  blue,  Bolivian  500  c,  &c.  All  these 
stamps  were  comprised  in  a  siarpewny  packet, 
and  the  packet  was  accompanied  by  a  sheet 
of  forged  stamps  similar  to  the  one  described 
in  our  last,  together  with  a  letter  identical 
in  its  terms  with  the  one  we  reproduced. 

We  find,  also,  that  a  new  firm,  entitled 
Clayburn,  Dixon,  &  Co.,  dating  from  29, 
Trinity  Street,  Hull,  has  sprung  up ;  and  we 
notice  that  it  also  ofiers  the  imitation  St. 
Thomas    and    Porto   Rico   stamps    at    sis 
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sbillings  per  set,  tbe  price  qnoted  bj  Mr. 
Calvert. 

Under  these  circnmatancoa,  we   hare  a 
strong  suspicion  that  the  firms  trading  under 
the  style  of 
Charles  H.  Calvert  A  Co.,  Derringham  St., 

Hnll ; 
Sidney,  Simpson  A  Co.,  George  Yard,  Hnll ; 
Claybnm,  Dixon,  A  Co.,  29,  Trinity  St.,  Hull, 
ir  not  all  conducted  by  one  and  the  same 
person,  are  worked  by  one  and  the  anme 
set  of  persona  ;  are,  in  fact,  the  same  concern 
under  different  titles,  and  each  and  alt  sell 
fargtd  gtampi.  We  do  not  deal  in  motives, 
or  speak  of  the  extent  to  which  they  may  be 
aware  of  the  character  of  the  stamps,  bat  we 
are  free  to  assert  the  fact  above  given, 
leaving  it  to  the  interested  parties  to  prove 
their  integrity,  and  onr  readers,  meanwhile, 
to  draw  their  own  conclnsiona. 

Now  we  come  to  another  dealer  in  forged 
stampB,  named  Jaues  Tboupson,  of  182, 
North  tjtreet,  Glasgow.  He  appears  to  be 
driving  a  lucrative  trade,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  number  of  sheets  he  has  already  sent 
out.  From  him,  through  the  intermediary 
of  one  of  our  correspondents,  we  have 
received  two  sheets  of  forgeries,  each  bearing 
the  following  heading:  — 

FOHEIGS  POSTAGE  STAMPS 

FOR  COLLECTORS. 

All  Sumps  must  be  retunird  vilbin  rourtpcn  dajs. 


The  stamps  are  disposed  with  less  artistic 
arrangement  than  those  of  the  Hull  firms. 
They  are  placed  close  together,  so  that  on 
the  la^er  sheet  there  are  five  rawa  of  twelve 
imitations,  and  on  the  smaller,  three  rows  of 
ten.  The  imitations  are  of  the  same  class  as 
those  which  reach  us  from  Hull  ;  among 
them  we  meet  with  several  which  have  been 
described  by  Mr.  Atlee  in  the  pages  of  onr 
contemporary,  Tke  Pkilatelitt;  such  as  the 
Salvador,  the  Straits  Settlements,  Roumania, 
Liiberio,  Mexico,  Egypt,  Bolivia,  Ac.  Some 
of  the  stamps  offered,  would,  if  genuine,  be 
worth  from  sixpence  to  a  shilling  and 
upwards ;  others  are  no  cheaper  for  being 
forged,  and  th^  impressions  of  the  Charles 
Van  Diemen  impositions  are  genuine.  The 
St.  Thomas  and  Porto  Bico  forged  myths 


make  their  appearance,  and,  indeed,  seem 
to  be  the  distinctive  mark  of  all  the 
sheets  of  forgeries.  All,  or  nearly  all,  come 
from  those  arch  imitators, — not  to  nse.a 
harsher  name  with  regard  to  a  house  which 
makes  a  great  pret«nce  of  acting  honestly — 
Messrs.  Spiro  Brothers,  of  Hambnrg,  who 
mnst  find  not  only  a  good  customer  in  Mr. 
Thompson,  but  in  some  other  Glasgow 
dealers,  whose  wares  we  hope  shortly  to 
notice. 

To  Mr  James  Thompson  we  have  to  make 
the  same  observation  as  to  the  others.  His 
responsibility  is  in  no  way  protected  by  the 
omission  of  the  words,  "  All  guaranteed 
genuine,"  or  others  to  the  same  purport, 
from  his  sheets.  He  offers  "Foreign  Postage 
Stamps,"  and  snch  the  imitations  he  sells 
are  jiot ;  if,  therefore,  he  knows  that  they  are 
not,  he  is  as  culpable  as  a  vendor  of  wooden 
nutmegs  ;  if  he  is  nnaware  of  their  character, 
he  had  better  learn  a  little  more  abont 
stamps  before  he  advertises  them,  and, 
wittingly  or  unwittingly,  is  instrumental  in 
deceiving  collectors. 

NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
NiCARAOUA. — There  is  nothing  like  waiting. 
After  the  necessary  exercise  of  patience,  the 
one  centavo  stamp  for  this  republic,  an* 
nonnced  a  twelvemonth  since  as  about  to 
appear,  has  actually  tamed  np,  and  is  found 
to  agree  with  the  description  given  of  it  in 
advance.  The  type  resembles  in  the  main 
that  of  the  other  values,  the  inscription 
being  like  that  on  the  five  cents  -,  the  colour 
is  light  brown. 

United  States. — We  deem  it  as  well  to 

reprodnce  an  illastration  which  appeared  in 

our    last    number,    as 

the  paragraph — written 

^  hurriedlyat  the  moment 

n  of  going  to  press — re- 

■f  quires    recasting.      By 

an  oversight,  which  we 

profoundly    regret,   we 

described  this  stamp  in 

terms  which  mast  have  led  our  readers  to 

suppose  that  it  had  been  recently  issued.    In 

point  of  fact  the  design  is  that  of  an  essay, 
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respecting  wliioh  some  really  trastworthy 
informatioa  is  waoted,  for  bnt  little  is  posi- 
tively known  abont  it  at  present.  U.  Moens, 
who  possesses  the  copy  from  which  the  above 
engraving  was  tAken,  says  it  is  cut  ronud, 
having  a  margin  of  fonr-fiflhs  of  an  inch 
on  all  sides,  and  the  vergeure  ia  horizontal ; 
wliich,  be  argues,  is  a  proof  that  it  is  a 
newspaper  band,  the  envelopes  having  the 
vBrgeura  obliquely  placed.  But  there  never 
bas  been  a  journal  stamp  of  that  value  in 
the  United  Statofi,  a  fact  which  ie  con- 
clnsive  against  this  impression  being  one. 
The  colour  also  has  not  been  borne  by  a 
fifteen  cent  adhesive,  and  tbo  envelopes  are 
always  of  the  same  colour  as  their  companion 
label.  The  bead  is  unquestionably  that  of 
Lincoln;  and  from  this  tact,  coupled  with 
the  type  of  the  design,  we  argue  that  the 
impression  was  probably  struck  as  a  proof 
at  about  the  time  of  the  emission  of  the  15  c. 
adhesive  black,  with  head  of  Lincoln. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  learn  that 
there  are  two  copies  of  this  essay  in  Mr. 
Pliilbrick's  collection,  the  one  on  white 
paper,  laid  verticallij ;  the  other  on  buff,  also 
laid  vertically,  bnt  watermarked  r.  o.  d.,  u.  s., 
as  in  tbe  United  States  envelopes  then  cur- 
rent (18G8).  Both  impressions  are  in  blue, 
of  a  deep  tint,  and  so  far  from  being  cat 
close,  are  about  3  inches  square.  Mr.  Phil- 
brick  informs  us  he  received  them  as  proofs 
of  an  envelope,  value  10  cents,  intended  to 
be  issued  ;  and  this  fully  explains  our  view, — 
that  they  are  envelope  eseuys ;  essays  of  the 
United. States  envelopes  are  usually  on  paper 
laid  vertically,  as  contradistinguished  from 
the  oblique  vergeuret  of  the  envelopes  them- 
selves. 

German  Empiub. — Wo  were  really  sorry 
to  think  that  the  engraving  recently  pub- 
lished in  The  Phiialeliit  represented  the 
adopted  type  of  the  aeries  of  German 
postage  stamps.  It  was  so  ridiculously  ugly 
that  we  could  not  but  wonder  what  tbe 
German  postal  authorities  were  thinking 
about  when  they  accepted  it. 

In  point  of  fact,  however,  these  said  au- 
thorities have  shown  very  good  taste  in 
their  selection  of  a  design  for  tbe  initial 
series  of  postage  stamps  for  im^ierial  Ger- 
many ;    and  our  readers  need  ouly  turn  to 


the    advertisement    sheet  of    tbe    present 

1^  number  to  aesnre  themselves, 
B  by  ocular  examination  of  tbe 
S  specimen  of  tbe  J  groedien, 
B  which  will  be  found  there, 
■  that  our  opinion  is  borne  out 
■  by  tbe  appearance  of  thnt 
B  stamp.  The  design  b  tbe 
'  same  for  all  the  valaes:  tbe 
new  imperial  arms — consisting  of  a  one- 
beaded  eagle,  with  tbo  Prussian  escutcheon 
displayed  on  its  breast — in  white  relief,  on 
an  uncoloared  quadrille  ground,  in  circle; 
DEUTSCHE  HEicus-rosr  above,  in  a  curved  line, 
and  the  value  below,  tbe  ground  oatside  tbe 
circle  being  formed  of  network,  and  tbe 
whole  enclosed  in  a  thick  Hnear  frame  of  tbe 
same  colour  as  the  stamp,  after  the  fashion 
of  the  Alsace  and  Lorraine  series.  Althongb 
these  labels  do  not  exceed,  but,  if  anything, 
are  rather  under  tbe  usual  size,  they  unite 
tbe  two  characteristics  of  a  well  designed 
postage  stamp,  namely,  clearness  and  ■ 
pleasing  appearance.  The  inscriptions  are 
neatly  cat  and  readable ;  the  figures  of  valno 
are  unmistakably  plain  ;  the  whole  design  is 
simple,  and  yet  by  the  aid  of  bright  hn*«, 
and  c.'ipecially  of  an  external  band  of  coloar, 
the  effect  is  charming.  The  values  we— 
J  groschen  rich  mauve. 
\  „  light  green. 
^        „         orange- red. 

2  „  ultramarine. 
5  „  stone. 
There  has  also  been  issued  a  1  groscbeir 
envelope,  of  which  tbe  design  is  substan- 
tially the  same  as  its  companion  adhosiTe; 
bnt  the  lettering  is  sunken,  and  the  white 
network  raised;  whilst  the  frame,  instead 
of  presenting  a  broad  margin  of  colonr,  con- 
sists of  a  simple  coloured  line,  of  hardl; 
more  than  the  ordinary  thickness;  and  a 
two-line  inscription,  in  pale  grey,  diagonally 
crosses  the  stamp.  The  impression  is  more 
careful  than  that  of  the  adhesives.  These 
latter  appear  to  be  printed  in  two  opera- 
tions, the  arms  being  struck  after  the  frtme 
has  been  impressed,  and  hence  it  arises  tbat 
in  them  the  arms  vary  in  position,  and  are 
sometimes  found  encroaching  on  the  border. 
For  the  envelopes,  the  two  dies  must  hare 
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been  united,  and  greater  accuracy  is  the 
result.  It  is  likely  that  only  this  one 
envelope  will  be  issued  to  accompany  the 
groschen  series,  but  the  kreuzer  series  of 
adbesives,  which  we  have  to  chronicle,  will 
also  have  its  companion  3  kreuzer  envelope. 
The  hretizer  stamps  are  identical  in  design 
with  the  groschen  series ;  the  values  alone 
are  changed,  and  they  are  made,  as  in  the 
preceding  series,  to  correspond  as  closely  as 
possible  with  their  congeners.  They  are  as 
follows : — 

1  kreuzer  light  green. 

2  „         orange-red. 

3  „         rose. 

7       „         ultramarine. 
18       „         stone. 

In  addition  to  these  there  have  been  issued 
newspaper  bands  of  the  value  of  ^  sgr.  and 
I  kr.,  respectively,  both  printed  in  green  like 
the  adbesives. 

Japan. — We  referred,  at  vol.  ix.,  p.  180, 
to  the  existence  of  a  previously  unknown 
Japanese  stamp  or  seal,  discovered  by  the 
Magazln  fiir  den    Sammler ;    we    are   now 

able  to  give  an  engraving 
of  it,  and  our  readers  will 
agree  with  us  that  the  de- 
sign is  one  of  the  most  in- 
genious and  grotesque  ever 
seen.  It  has  quite  the  look 
of  a  Chinese  puzzle,  and  we 
may  appropriately  add  that 
its  employment  is  a  mystery. . 
It  exists  both  perforated  and 
unperforated ; — another  inxeplicable  circum- 
stance, for  the  Japanese  postage  stamps 
proper  are  all  unperforated.  The  emblems 
appear  to  be  the  same  as  those  borne  by  the 
new" silver  coins,  of  American  manufacture, 
namely,  sun  surrounded  by  rays,  and  three 
flowers  ;  although  on  the  coins  the  position 
of  these  emblems  is  reversed.  In  the 
ribbons,  the  roman  letters  X  L  J  are  several 
times  repeated ; — a  further  puzzle.  The  sun, 
the  flowers,  and  the  inscription  on  the  disk, 
are  printed  in  black  ;  the  rest  of  the  stamp 
in  blue ;  on  white  paper.  No  value  being 
indicated,  it  is  argued  that  the  stamp  may  be 
iised  to  seal  official  documents.  If  this 
should  meet  the  eye of  any  person  capable 
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of  explaining  its  employment,  or  of  giving 
any  other  information  respecting  it,  he  will 
confer  a  favour  on  philatelists  by  publishing 
the  intelligence. 

France. — It  is  asserted  that  the  new 
stamps  are  to  make  their  appearance  this  1st 
of  January ;  meanwhile,  we  may  notice  the 
emission  of  the  new  receipt  stamp,  as  it 
presents  several  novel  features.  First  of  all, 
the  inscription  is  simply  "  France,"  instead 
of  "  R^publique  Fran9aise  ;*'  and  this  has 
been  deliberately  done  to  meet  the  possibility 
of  changes  in  the  government,  and  to  avoid 
wounding  any  person^s  susceptibilities  by  an 
apparent  preference  for  any  one  form  ; — a 
most  striking  proof  of  the  instability  of  all 
forms  oh  the  other  side  of  the  water. 
Secondly,  the  stamps  are  protected  against 
forgery  by  the  fabrication  in  the  paper  of 
rectangular  white  disks,  of  about  half  an 
inch  in  size,  arranged  between  the  stamps 
so  that  each  stamp  has  the  half  of  a  disk  on 
either  side ;  the  centre  of  the  design,  on 
which  the  figure  of  value  appears,  being  left 
dark.  When  a  sheet  of  these  stamps  is 
held  up  to  the  light,  the  effect  of  the  semi- 
transparent  squares  is  very  curious.  Thirdly, 
the  design  is  pointed  on  a  lithographtid 
reticulated  groundwork;  and,  fourthly,  the 
stamps  are  not  perforated.  We  shall  be 
curious  to  learn  whether  the  changes  in  the 
style  of  engraving  thus  introduced,  will 
be  noticeable  in  the  forthcoming  postage 
stamps,  and  we  certainly  think  it  regrettable 
that  engravers  so  renowned  for  their  pre- 
eminence should  retrograde  so  far,  after  the 
production  of  masterpieces  such  as  the 
stamps  of  1 848  and  those  of  the  empire. 

At  the  moment  of  going  to  press,  we  re- 
ceive the  following  communication  from  a 
friend  in  Paris : — 

I  have  seen  the  following  announcement  made  in  three 
papers,  and  (I  believe)  in  the  Journal  OfficUl  also : — 

The  eir«a1atton  of  the  n«w  po«Uge  RUmp*.  with  a  very  e«niinlcuciju« 
flKura  In  th«»  eMiitr«.  commenced  .ve»t*»i-diiy.  The  lulmlnUtriitiim  Iihh 
eonim«<iieed  the  Issue  with  the  five  eeutimM  dtainps,  those  of  16  iU^d 
25  e.  »re  to  foUuw.    (13  Dw..  '71). 

In  consequence,  I  called  at  one  of  the  principal  district 
offices,  and  also  at  the  head  office,  but  they  told  me  that 
they  had  not  any  of  the  said  stamps.  At  the  chief 
office  they  also  told  me  the  govemmenl  had  no  intention 
to  make  any  alteration  in  those  actually  in  use,  and  that 
the  stamps  referred  to  must  be  for  fiscal  purposes,  like 
the  10  c.  receipt  stamps. 

We  are  none  the  less  convinced  that  the 
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new  Btamps  will  shortly  make  tlieir  appear- 
ance, and  have  indeed  seen  some  eBsaya 
which  we  hope  to  describe  neit  month; 
meannhile,  for  information  ob  poetal  mat- 
ters, commend  as  above  all  to  a  Parisian 
official ! 

BussiAK  LoCAiB. — These  now  be^o  to 
form  a  regular  item  in  our  monthly  batch  of 
noreltica,  and  we  are  very  glad  to  be  able 
thna  to  introduce  them  to  our  readers,  as 
tbey  present  considerable  interest,  and  are 
not  now  so  rare  as  they  once  were :  more- 
over, the  makers  of  shams  and  forgeries 
have  not  yet  contribnted  any  spurious  stamps 
or  connterfeita  ;  consequently  no  difficulties 
or  BUspioioDS  surround  thoir  collection,  snch 
as  render  the  attempt  to  collect  American 
locals  such  an  unthankfal  one. 

Cheimn.—Jbo  annexed  type  was  daly 
described  in  the  list 
'P.   published    by    ns    last 

1  Jnly,  and  it  represents 

2  the  second  issue  for 
i  Chcrson  ;  but  one  im- 
^  porfant  characteristic 
5  '  not  mentioned  by  our 
1  correspondent  distin- 
s   guishes  it  from  all  the 

■^  other  locals — it  is  per- 
forated. The  design  is 
very  clear  and  far  from  devoid  of  merit. 
The  courier  in  the  centre  is  printed  in  black, 
and  the  rest  of  the  stamp  is  in  red.  The 
value  is  a  Ligh  one  for  a  local  stamp — IC 

Berdiangk. — This  stamp  we  described  so 
o  May  last,  and  had  not  our 
sole  specimen  been  mislaid, 
the  annexed  engraving 
would  have  been  given  im- 
mediately after.  The  design 
is,  relatively,  rather  a  neat 
one,  and  is  printed  in  three 
colours;  the  upper  section 
is  printed  in  green,  tho 
plough  and  hovel  being 
outlined  in  black ;  the  lower  section  is 
blue,  and  the  anchor  is  black;  the  external 
frame  is  nncolonrod.     The  inscription  reads 

— STAMP  OF  BEROIANSK   RURAL  POST. 

BeloteriJ^. — A  year  ago  we  published  an 
engraving  of  the  2  kop.  stamp  for  this  dis- 


trict, a  most  nnpretfinding  affair  consisting 
simply  of  an  inscription  in 
black,  on  a  grodod  of  coloured 
lines;  bat  Belozersk  aspires  to 
something  of  a  more  ornate 
and  distinctive  character,  and 
has  just  produced  the  aa- 
nezed  design,  wfaicfa  presents  a 
droll  combination  of  cmblenij, 
creE.%nt  and  cross  together — to  what  event 
can  snch  a  mixture  point  P^and  tielow  that 
device  two  fishes  saltire.  The  execution  of 
this  design  is  not  bo  remarkable  as  its  con- 
ception. The  fishes  are  bnt  half  visible,  and 
the  whole  impression,  which  is  black  on 
white,  is  very  rongh.  The  value  is  3  kopecs. 
Valdai.— Both  Belozersk  and  Valdai  are 
in  the  Novgorod  government ;  and  on  tbo 
Valdaian  stamp  we  find  a 
crown  of  the  same  shape  as 
that  which  figures  on  the 
Novgorod  emission.  The 
peak  which  occopies  the 
right-hand  half  is  probably 
the  distinctive  device 
Valdai  itself,  if  we  may  ve 
ture  on  the  conjecture ;  but  the  sight  ot 
these  stamps  gives  rise  in  oar  mind,  and 
probably  in  that  of  our  readers,  to  a  grot 
desire  to  know  what  may  be  the  history  and 
signification  of  their  devices.  These  armonil 
bearings  have  not  been  lightly  assomed; 
they  must  contain  within  themselves  the 
souvenir  of  some  obscure  bat  interesting  in- 
cident in  Russian  history,  mast  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  some  curious  Itjcal  event, 
have  been  adopted  in  honour  of  some  im- 
portant local  staple,  or  contain  allusion  to 
some  little-known  geographical  feature. 
The  Valdaian  label  bints  at  tho  existence  of 
a  mountain, — what  and  where  is  that  monn- 
tain  ?  By  such  inquiries,  and  the  reeesrch 
to  which  they  give  rise,  the  value  of  stamp- 
collecting  as  an  educational  i^nt  is  vindi- 
cated tu  an  extent  nndreanitof  by  the  earlier 
philatelists.  We,  for  our  part,  hope  to  lean 
a  great  deal  more  of  Russia  than  we  at  pre- 
sent know,  through  the  issue  of  these  local 
stamps;  and  we  venture  to  hope  that  our 
obliging  correspondent  at  St.  Petersburg 
will  put  us,  and  through  us,  perchance,  onr 
renders,  in  the  way  of  acquiring  some  know- 
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ledge  respecting  the  designs  of  the  stamps, 
the  mode  in  which  the  rural  postal  service 
is  performed,  and  many  other  kindred 
matters.  Betaming,  for  a  moment,  to  the 
Valdai  stamp,  we  have  only  to  say,  repeating 
the  information  given  in  July  last,  that  the 
design  is  printed  in  black,  on  deep  rose  paper, 
and  that  the    inscription    signifies    yaldai 

DISTRICT  RUBAL  COURT. 

Finland. — This  province  seems,  in  postal 
matters,  to  be  always  in  advance  of  the  rest 
of  the  Russian  empire.  It  is  now  using  post 
cards,  whilst  the  St.  Petersburg  post  office 
has  not  yet  issued  those  which  are  intended 
for  the  '*  governments "  under  its  control. 
The  Finnish  card  is  a  handsome  one,  larger 
than  most  of  the  others,  and  the  design  is 
printed  in  green  on  buff,  an  excellent  com- 
bination. The  exterior  frame  is  composed  of 
an  etmscan  border,  and  in  the  centre  of  the 
card  is  the  inscription  korrespondanskort,  in 
an  arched  line,  with  for  Finland  below.  An 
impression  from  the  die  of  the  8  pennia  ad- 
hesive occupies  the  lefl  upper  corner,  and  the 
contrast  is  striking  between  its  rough  out- 
lines and  the  finished  engraving  of  the  in- 
scription and  border.  We  should  add  that 
below  the  legend  the  usual  lines  for  the  ad- 
dress appear,  and  are  accompanied  by  the 
words  TILL  and  bbstammelseort  in  caligraphic 
characters ;  beneath  these  again  come  some 
short  directions,  printed  in  block  type ;  and 
the  back  of  the  card  is  ruled  with  fine  dotted 
lines. 

Together  with  the  card  we  have  received 
a  kind  of  stamp  which  will  have  to  be  classed 
"  all  by  itself."  When  a  registered  letter  is 
delivered,  the  receiver,  under  certain  cir- 
camstances,  may  have  to  give  (or  must  give, 
for  we  are  not  certain  whether  it  is  obli- 
gatory on  his  part  to  do  so)  a  stamped  re- 
ceipt for  it,  which  is  returned  (free)  by  the 
post-office  to  the  sender.  The  receipt  form 
is  about  6  in.  by  3|,  and  bears  an  impression 
of  the  10  pen.  adhesive,  in  rosCj  in  the  upper 
left  comer.  The  legend  commences  with 
the  title,  in  large  type— rktour  bkcepissb 
roE  FINLAND — and  then  follows  the  form  of 
T^Gceipt,  supplemented  by  certain  instructions 
at  foot.  On  the  reverse  of  the  form  is  re- 
peated, but  in  Finnish,  the  heading,  read- 
ing—paluukuitti  SUOMENMAALLA.     The  form 


is  gummed  on  the  front  side,  down  its  left 
margin,  for  the  purpose,  we  presume,  of  at- 
taching it  to  the  letter  to  which  it  relates. 
The  stamp  is  evidently  struck  before  the 
form  is  printed  on,  as  some  of  the  letter-press 
encroaches  on  it. 

Austria  and  Hungary.— Of  the  post  cards 
for  these  countries  there  are  two  varieties 
which  have  not  hitherto  been  noticed.  The 
first  Austrian  post  card  has  a  shield  and 
crown  under  the  inscription  correspondenz- 
KARTE,  and,  moreover,  the  stamp  is  in  rather 
pale  yellow,  whilst  the  card  is  buff;  the 
second  card  has  the  double-headed  and 
crowned  eagle  under  the  inscription;  the 
stamp  is  printed  in  an  orange  yellow,  the 
card  itself  being  of  a  light  yellow  colour. 

We  gave  an  illustration  of  one  of  the  Hun- 
garian post  cardll  in  our  June  number,  which 
has,  in  its  upper  right  corner,  an  impression 
from  the  die  of  the  current  Hungarian  ad- 
hesives,  and  in  the  centre  an  inscription,  in 
two  lines,  the  upper  in  Magyar,  the  lower  in 
German ;  but  this  was  not  really  the  first 
card  issued  for  Hungary.  It  was  preceded 
by  one  which  was  in  all  respects  but  one  the 
exact  copy  of  the  old  Austrian  card  above 
noticed.  It  has  the  impression  of  the  Aus- 
trian 2  kr.  yellow  in  the  upper  right  comer, 
and  the  same  framework ;  it  has  also  the 
crown  and  shield,  but  the  arched  inscription 
above  is  levelezesi  lap,  instead  of  corrbs- 
pondenz-karte.  At  the  back  of  the  card,  as 
on  the  Austrian,  there  are  two  lines  of  print, 
one  at  top  and  one  at  bottom.  Even  in  size 
this  first  Hungarian  card  was  identical  with 
its  Austrian  prototype;  whilst  the  new 
emission  is  quite  one-fiflh  of  an  inch  wider, 
and  an  eighth  longer.  Evidently  the  first 
card,  on  which  the  inscriptions  are  exclusively 
in  Magyar,  was  prepared  as  if  for  the  Hun- 
garians alone,  the  authorities  forgetting  that 
for  the  Germans  scattered  there,  a  card  with 
inscriptions  they  could  comprehend  would 
also  be  required  ;  and  in  the  new  issue,  care 
has  been  paid  to  this  matter  by  printing  the 
inscriptions  in  both  languages. 

Of  the  engraved  Hungarian  series  (which 
we  were  the  first  to  notice)  there  are  now 
in  circulation  four  values,  viz.,  2,  8,  5,  and 
10  kreuzer. 

We  have  seen  the  cover  of  a  letter  from 
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the  chief  posi-office  at  VieDna,  which  was 
franked  by  a  5  kr.  fiscal  stamp, — we  mean 
one  of  the  series  with  leaf  groundwork  and 
valae  in  centre  of  a  circle.  This  particular 
stamp  has  the  valne  in  words,  following  the 
under  edge  of  the  circle,  and  the  date  below 
that  surcharged  in  dull  green;  it  is  post- 
marked like  an  ordinary  label,  and  above  it 
is  a  handstamp  struck  hefore  the  adhesiye 
was  affixed,  consisting  of  a  transverse  oval, 
with  the  inscription  k.k.postamt,  wiE!f,  within 
in  three  lines.  This  seems  worthy  of  at 
least  a  passing  notice. 

Fiji  Islands. — The  American  Jimrnal  of 
Philately,  in  its  current  impression,  publishes 
the  following  letter  : — 


Sib, 


U.  S.  Consulate,  Figi, 

Leouka,  Ovalou, 

S«pt9th,  1871. 


Your  favour  of  June  20th,  touching  the  postage 
stamps  of  Figi,  is  received. 

The  Piffi  iXmes  Express  office  has  issued  a  stamp  upon 
its  own  responsibility. 

The  Figi  goreniment  has  not  yet  issued  a  stamp.  It 
is  probable  tnat  such  will  be  done  within  a  few  months. 

I  do  not  not  know  that  I  can  give  you  any  further  in- 
formation. 

I  remain,  yours  very  trulv. 
J.  W.  BKOWN. 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Our  contemporary  adds, 

The  government  issue  referred  to  in  the  above,  was  to 
make  its  appearance  on  Oct.  let,  and  will  consist  of 
three  stamps,  of  the  values  of  3,  6,  and  10  cents ;  the  first 
for  inland  postage,  the  second  for  letters  to  Sydney,  and 
the  third  for  letters  to  the  United  States;  they  will  be 
adorned  with  a  likeness  of  King  Thakombau,  or,  as  he  is 
now  called,  Fbenezer. 

In  connection  with  these  statements,  one 
question  occurs  to  us.  Has  Ute  Fiji  Times 
a  postal  service  of  its  own  ;  if  not,  then  un- 
der what  arrangement  are  its  numbers 
carried  ? 

MoNTBViDEO. — A  new  supply  of  the  cur- 
rent 5  and  10  c.  has  arrived  there.  The  dis- 
position of  the  dies  has  been  altered;  for 
instance,  on  the  sheet  of  5  c,  the  errors  ceiu 
iecvmo  are  now  second  and  fourth  stamps  of 
the  seventh  row,  instead  of  being  fifth  and 
seventh,  as  before ;  and  the  stamp  with  blank 
space  under  horse  is  now  the  second  stamp  in 
the  last  row,  instead  of  being  fifth,  as  here- 
tofore. For  a  list  of  these  errors,  we  refer  the 
reader  to  p.  146  of  our  eighth  volume.  We 
may  add,  that  the  5  c.  with  the  last  s  away 


from  the  rest  of  the  word,  which  was  tbe 
sixth  stamp  of  the  fifth  row,  is  now  the  third 
stamp  on  the  first  row;  so  thai,  for  some 
unexplained  reason,  the  whole  sheet  has 
been  rearranged.  The  impressions,  too, 
are  more  like  lithographs  than  formerly. 
The  sheets  are  watermarked  T.  H.  sausdees, 
1870.  We  believe  Messrs.  Maclure,  Mac- 
donald,  and  Macgregor  are  the  engravers. 

PoKTO  Rico. — A  correspondent  forwards 
for  description  an  official  frank  stamp  {(X 
this  colony,  which  has  not  yet  been  described. 
It  is  of  large  size — an  upright  oval,  about  \\ 
in.  by  1 1 — and  struck  in  black.  The  Spanish 
escutcheon  and  collar  occupy  the  centre;  the 
border  is  iuscribed  gobibrno  superior  civil 
DE  PTO.  uico.  This  stamp  was  received  by 
our  correspondent  three  or  four  years  since, 
and  was  the  only  stamp  on  the  letter  on 
which  it  came ;  it  is  certainly  entitled  to  be 
classed  with  the  other  handstamped  im- 
pressions of  Spain  and  her  colonies. 

Natal. — We  draw  our  readers'  attention 
to  an  interesting  contribution  respecting  the 
varieties  of  the  provisional  stamps  of  thi« 
colony,  in  the  shape  of  a  letter,  the  joint 
production  of  five  Natal  collectors,  which 
appears  in  the  "  Correspondence"  columns  of 
the  present  number.  We  wish  success  to  the 
studies  of  this  informal  little  association  of 
philatelists,  and  hope  their  example  will  be 
followed  by  our  subscribers  in  other  conn- 
tries. 

RouM ANIA. — There  seems  to  be  some  reason 
for  supposing  that  the  1|  bani  blue  and 
yellow,  hitherto  printed  only  on  wrappers,  is 
also  used  as  a  label.  Our  publishers  have 
communicated  to  us  an  unused  and  im- 
gummed  specimen  petci  a  la  roulette,  hat 
they  state  that  it  is  the  only  one  they  have 
seen.  The  piercing  may  have  been  done  by 
some  person  for  a  whim,  or  with  intent  td 
deceive,  and  the  issue  of  the  design  as  an  ad- 
hesive cannot  as  yet  be  considered  certain. 

England. — The  Keble  College  stamp  is 
no  longer  obliterated  with  a  pencil  mark, 
as  stated  by  our  Brighton  contemporary,  but 
by  a  handstamp,  with  five  projecting  knobs, 
producing  five  round  black  marks,  of  which 
one  is  in  the  centre,  two  above,  and  two 
below.  We  possess  a  specimen  thus  ob- 
literated. 
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ToLiMA. — We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Pem- 
berton  for  notice  of  the  existence  of  error 
yarieties  in  the  newly  issued  5  centayos,  oc- 
casioned in  the  transfer  of  the  design  from 
the  original  die  to  the  lithographic  plates, 
the  chief  one  being  the  word  "  cinco  "  writ- 
ten **  cingoV 

BoMAX  States. — The  lately  current  series 
has  the  5  centesirai  with  and  without  stop 
after  figure  of  yalue.  Similarly  the  40  c.  is 
found  with  the  stop  after  "  cent,"  and  the 
stop  behceen  the  figure  and  the  word  "  cent.'* 

Cetlon. — We  have  official  information 
from  Colombo  to  the  effect,  that  h*om  the  1st 
January,  1872,  new  postage  labels  will,  in 
connection  with  the  decimal  system,  be 
issued  in  rupees  and  cents. 

Switzerland. — The  colour  of  the  im- 
pression upon  the  5  centimes  band  has  been 
altered  from  red  to  pale  rose.  We  do  not 
know  whether  the  2  c.  has  undergone  the 
same  transformation. 

Austrian  Branch  Ofeices. — A  corre- 
spondent informs  us  that  the  25  soldi 
stamps  receiyed  on  letters  by  the  last  Turkish 
mails  are  purple-black. 

Shanghai. — Of  the  first  issue  another 
yariety  has  been  discoyored,  yiz.,  the  choco- 
late (cand.),  with  the  word  candareen  spelt 
gandareen. 

SfCRyiA. — We  haye  the  authority  of  the 
Deutsche  Briefmarken  ZeUung,  for  stating 
that  i|  post  caird  is  to  be  issued  for  this  prin- 
cipality. 

LuxBMBOURO. — ^The  30  centimes  is  now 
issued  perforatedi  on  line  of  colour ;  the 
stamp  itself  remains  unchanged. 

Mexico. — The  12  c.  stamp  of  the  republic 
is  now  printed  on  brown  paper,  same  as  that 
used  for  the  6  c. 

St.  Thomas. — The  sole  label  used  in  this 
island — the  3  cents — is  now  perforated  a  la 
roulette. 

Cashmere. — The  1871  issue  of  the  4  anna 
g^een,  and  8  anna  red,  is  on  glossy  thin  laid 
paper. 

Heligoland. — The  one  schilling  is  issued 
with  machine  perforations. 

Holland. — The  current  10  centimes  is 
found  on  bluish  paper. 

Akoola. — ^The  10  reis  is  now  of  a  rich 
golden  yellow. 


POSTAL   SPHERES. 

During  the  Prussian  siege  of  Paris  g^at 
interest  was  excited,  not  only  in  the  French 
proyinoes,  but  also  in  foreign  countries, 
among  all  those  who  had  relatives  or  friends 
in  the  besieged  capital,  by  the  announcement 
that  letters  properly  prepaid  and  addressed, 
PariSy  via  Moulins  (^Z/i6r),  would  duly  reach 
their  destination.  It  was  an  official  an- 
nouncement ;  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
made  are  exposed  in  a  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences  on  the 
21st  Noyember,  published  by  the  Journal 
Offieid  de  la  Republique;  and  as  the  facts 
therein  narrated  disclose  a  noyel  phase  in  the 
history  of  postal  communications,  we  make 
no  excuse  for  reproducing  them. 

As  soon  as  the  armistice  was  signed  (says 
the  report),  how  many  persons,  confident 
that  their  letters  had  Doen  duly  deliyered, 
asked  the  Parisians,  **  But  what  signified  the 
mysterious  words,  *  vid  Moulins  (Allier)  ?  *  ** 
and  the  Parisians  were  much  puzzled  to 
reply,  for  at  that  time  only  the  goyernor  of 
Paris  and  the  provincial  delegation  were  in 
the  secret,  together  with  the  inventors  of  the 
mode  of  communication  which  gave  rise  to 
the  formula. 

In  fact,  on  one  of  the  first  days  of  October, 
MM.  Yonoven,  Delort,  and  Robert  presented 
themselves  at  the  Louvre,  with  a  plan, 
asserted  to  be  infallible,  for  getting  letters 
through  from  the  provinces  to  Paris.  It  was 
yery  simple,  but  very  efficacious,  and  con- 
sisted in  the  use  of  spheres,  or  balls  of  zinc, 
with  float-boards,  like  those  of  a  mill-wheel 
fixed  over  their  surface ;  the  balls  to  be 
hollow,  and  800  letters  to  be  packed  in  each. 
These  balls  were  to  be  flung  into  the  Mame 
or  the  Seine,  as  near  as  possible  to  Paris ; 
and  it  was  suggested,  that  being  drawn  along 
by  the  current,  they  would  roll  down  the 
bed  of  the  river,  dragging  themselves  (by 
means  of  the  float-boards)  over  such  ob- 
stacles as  they  might  encounter,  and  de- 
scending the  stream  as  far  as  Paris,  where,' 
at  the  Port-a-FAnglais,  was  to  be  stretched  a 
large  receiving  net.     Was  this  practicable  ?: 

The  proposed  system  was  first  tried  in  the 
Bi^yre,  near  the  Hautes-BruySres,  and  under 
the  enemy *s  cannon.     The  progress  of  the 
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spheres  was  rapid;  they  were  seen  rolling 
along  the  bed.  Clearer  proof,  however,  was 
required.  On  the  1st  December,  a  gun-boat 
ventured  up  to  within  150  metres  of  the 
Prussian  out- posts,  bearing  on  its  deck  the 
postmaster-general,  M.  Bampont,  and  one  of 
the  spheres  was  flung  out  in  the  direction  of 
the  town. 

After  a  great  deal  of  trouble  a  net  of  the 
required  dimensions  had  been  manufactured, 
and  placed  across  the  stream  at  Port-^ 
TAnglais.  The  next  day,  in  presence  of  a 
number  of  witnesses,  the  globe,  sealed  and 
fastened  by  the  administration,  and*  flung  the 
previous  evening  into  the  Seine,  was  found 
caught  in  its  meshes. 

Thenceforth  hesitation  was  at  an  end  ;  the 
inventors  received  orders  to  work  their  plan 
in  the  provinces,  and  a  balloon  carried  off* 
them  and  their  materiel,  depositing  them  at 
La  Fert^  Bernard.  It  was  not  so  easy  as 
one  might  have  supposed  to  get  the  neces- 
sary authority  to  fling  the  spheres  into  the 
river,  for  MM.  Delort  and  Kobert  did  not 
obtain  the  permission  to  do  so  until  the  27th 
December.  From  that  date  a  postal  agent 
went  religiously,  night  and  morning,  in  rain 
and  snow,  and  during  the  l>ombardraent,  to 
take  up  the  net  at  the  Port-cir  Anglais, — but 
nothing  came  as  it  ought  to  have  done. 

The  first  batch  sent  consisted  of  four 
spheres ;  the  Prussians  had  retaken  Auzerres ; 
the  balls  had  to  be  flung  in  at  Bray-sur- 
Seine,  the  letters  themselves  having  been 
brought  from  Moulins  (Allier).  One  of  the 
inventors,  M.  Robert,  collected  them,  de- 
posited them  in  the  spheres,  and  by  a  cir- 
cuitous route  arrived  at  the  forest  of  Fon- 
tainbleau.  The  immersion  of  the  spheres 
took  place  sometimes  at  Thomery,  and  some- 
times at  the  bridge  of  Sannois;  and  thus 
things  went  on  until  the  1st  February.  Fifty- 
five  balls  in  all  were  flung  into  the  water,  and 
contained  a  total  of  more  than  40,000  letters. 
The  cold  weather  had  arrived  at  Paris,  then 
the  frosts.  The  ice  had  swept  away  the 
dams  and  stockades ;  the  net  could  not 
make  any  resistance ;  everything  was  carried 
away ;  and  by  the  time  a  new  net  had  been 
got  ready,  the  armistice  was  signed.  And 
the  spheres — and  the  letters  ?  A  great  num- 
ber were  fished  up  in  the  Seine  and  on  the 


sea-coast.  The  balls  had  performed  their 
journey  so  well  that  the  sea,  at  high  tide, 
sent  them  back  again  on  the  shore.  Those 
thus  recovered  have  been  opened  and  the 
letters  distributed. 

And  this  is  the  way  in  which  the  letters 
for  Paris,  via  Moulins  (Allier),  ought  to  have 
reached  the  capital  in  proper  time,  if,  in  th&t 
unfortunate  year,  1870,  the  very  elements 
had  not  taken  sides  against  France. 

THE   HAITIAN  25  c.  STAMP 
RECONSIDERED. 

From  time  to  time  a  25  c.  stamp,  which  we 
have  persisted  in  believing  to  bo  spurious, 
has  been  the  subject  of  discussion ;  and  not 
a  few  collectors,  including  so  good  ui 
authority  as  Mr.  Pemberton,  have  asserted 
their  faith  in  its  genuineness.  Mr.  Pemberton 
gi*onnds  his  belief  on  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
William  Thomas  Kitt  (an  old  and  respected 
collector,  well  acquainted  with  Haitian 
afiairs),  published  at  page  174  of  our  sixth 
volume.  Mr.  Kitt  says  that  the  device  on 
the  stamps  really  represents  the  armorial 
bearings  of  the  republic,  and  that  the  Haitian 
currency  being — in  contradistinction  to  that 
of  the  neighbouring  state  of  St.  Domingo— 
•a  decimal  one,  modelled  on  that  of  the 
French,  it  was  only  natural  that  the  valne 
should  be  expressed  in  cents  or  cenHmei. 
But  Mr.  Kitt,  on  the  other  hand,  observes, 
that  as  the  arms  are  those  of  the  republic, 
and  General  Salnave  had  just  changed  the 
form  of  government  from  a  republic  to  an 
empire,  the  stamp  in  question  could  at 
most  be  only  an  essay,  as  Salnave  would  not 
tolerate  the  emission  of  stamps  bearing 
republican  emblems.  Thus,  then,  the  au- 
thority on  whom  Mr.  Pemberton  most 
leans  is  more  against  than  for  the  stamp, 
and,  except  that  our  objection  to  the  denomi- 
nation of  value  is  overruled,  our  opinion 
of  the  character  of  the  stamp  remains  nn- 
impeached ;  and  we  are  now  in  possession 
of  important  testimony  in  favour  of  our 
judgment,  in  the  shape  of  a  letter,  written 
by  the  British  Vice-Consul  and  Post-Office 
Agent  at  Port-au-Prince,  to  one  of  our  corre- 
spondents who  had  had  the  **happy^hought" 
of   inquiring    of    him    whether    he    knew 
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anything  of  the  stamp.     His  letter  reads  as 

foUowB : — 

H.  B.  M.  Ck>nsulate  General, 
Port-au-Prince, 

Novembers,  1871. 
Sir,— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  ult.,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the  postage  stamps  you 
speak  of  are  forgerieay  and  made  for  the  mere  purj)ose  of 
anle  to  persons  who,  like  yourself,  may  be  curious  in  such 
mattere. 

I  hare  been  resident  in  Hayti,  with  but  two  short 
intermissions,  for  nineteen  years;  and  am  able,  conse- 
Quently,  to  state  very  positively  that  no  government  of 
toat  country  has  ever  adopted  or  authorized  the  manu- 
facture of  any  postage  stamps  whatever.  I  should  bo 
very  glad,  however,  if  you  would  send  me  a  specimen  of 
the  stamps  you  refer  to,  in  order  that  I  might  show  it  to 
the  government  of  this  country. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  faithfully, 

HENKY  BYRON. 
H.  M.'s  Vice-Consul  in  Uayti,  and  British 
Post-oflSce  Agent  at  Port-au-Prince. 

Now  the  evidence  of  a  gentleman  who  has 
so  long  resided,  and  still  resides,  in  the  very 
town  in  which,  if  anywhere,  the  stamp  must 
have  been  used,  seems  to  us  conclusive  ;  and 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  seek  an  explanatirm 
of  the  issue  of  this  now  unquestionably 
spurioos  impression.  Still  we  may  observe, 
that  in  1867  the  well-known  sham  2  reales 
carmine  of  St.  Domingo  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  was  so  extremely  well  got  up  that 
it  deceived  almost  everyone.  It  was  not 
only  that  the  design  accurately  represented 
the  arms,  but  the  obliterations  also  were  of 
a  nature  to  disarm  suspicion.  Seeing  that 
this  imposture  took  so  well,  what  is  more 
probable  than  that  its  concoctors  should  have 
turned  their  attention  to  the  fabrication  of 
an  equally  plausible  type  for  the  Haitian 
Republic  ;  or,  that  finding  this  second  hum- 
bug was  at  once  discredited,  they  should 
have  discontinued  to  print  it.  It  was  only  a 
twelvemonth  after  the  fraudulent  St.  Do- 
mingo was  launched  that  the  equally  frau- 
dulent Haitian  was  brought  upon  the 
market,  and  the  accuracy  with  which  the 
arms  of  the  republic  were  depicted,  and  the 
currency  adhered  to,  only  shows  that  the 
contrivers  of  the  sham  had  been  careful 
to  give  it  every  chance  of  success.  It 
could  be  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty  to 
discover  what  were  the  true  armorial  bear- 
ings of  Haiti.  Mr.  Kitt  possesses  coins 
which  show  them  ;  and  other  persons  could, 
with  but  little  research,  discover  equally  au- 


thentic copies,  or  could  obtain  the  necessary 
information  from  books.  That  there  existed 
sufficient  obstacles  to  the  emission  of  stamps 
in  Haiti  during  the  years  1867-8,  is  proved 
by  a  letter  published  at  page  86  of  our 
fifth  volume,  in  which  the  writer,  dating 
from  Port-au-Prinoe  (March  20th,  1867), 
soys : — 

I  have  just  returned  from  Cape  Haitien,  and  did  not 
forget  to  make  the  inquiries  respecting  stamps  (which 
vou  requested  me  to  do)  there,  as  well  as  in  Port-au-Prince. 
JThe  Haitian  government  is  too  much  occupied  with  in- 
ternal broils — in  the  shape  of  revolutions— to  give  much 
attention  to  postal  matters,  consequently  the  republic  of 
Hniti  cannot  at  present  boast  of  possessing  postage 
stamps. 

The  state  of  things  here  indicated  existed 
until,  and  after,  the  appearance  of  the  illus- 
tration of  the  stamp  in  our  pages,  and  is 
testified  to  by  Air.  Kitt,  in  the  letter  referred 
to  at  the  commencement  of  this  article. 

We  have  reason  to  give  a  pretty  shrewd 
guess  as  to  the  parentage  of  the  impostures. 
Boston,  of  course,  knows  all  about  them; 
and  that  'cute  philatelist,  Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor, 
will  doubtless  be  able  to  supplement  our 
effi)rts  by  tracing  them  to  their  unclean 
source. 


POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

Valuable  to  Catalogue  Makbbs. — The  inscription 
on  the  Chili  stamps  written  short, — ** :"  (colon). 

The  Swiss  Travelling  Post-ofpicb. — Letters  posted 
at  the  station  whence  the  travelling  van  starts,  are 
stamped  with  the  word  **  Ambulant,' '  and  a  nimiber. 

Wbafpehs  from  which  the  contents  have  slipped  out 
are  now  marked  at  the  post-oflSce  with  a  haudstamp 
consbting  of  the  inscription,  pound  in  n.  p.^  b.  without 
CONTENTS,  and  also  with  another  stamp — a  linear  oblong, 
with  notched  comers,  bearing  within  the  letters  n.  v.  b. 
and  the  date.    They  are  then  sent  out  for  delivery. 

STAMPS  IN  LETTERS. 

It  seems  that  postmen,  evU  scamps, 
Steal,  because  they  can  smell,  our  stamps : 
Therefor^  when  sending  them,  you'd  better 
(A  lady  writes)  perfume  your  letter : 
And  with  the  profit  be  content ; 
'Twill  be  a  case  of  $ent  per  teent, — IStnch, 

An  Odd  Postmark.— We  possess  the  envelope  of 
an  unstamped  letter  from  France,  bearing  a  handstamped 
upright  oval,  transversely  divided  by  a  bar,  above  which 
are  the  letters  pu.,  and  below  1'-  S^-;  beride  this  oval 
is  a  large  handiitamped  **6d. ;"  and  as  sixpence  was  all 
that  was  claimed,  we  should  like  to  know  wnv  the  sum  of 
If.  dOc.  was  mentioned.  A  sapient  Frencn  postal  em- 
ploy^ told  us  it  was  always  put,  out  could  not  say  why  ; 
and  as  we  had  never  seen  it  before,  we  take  leave  to 
doubt  the  exactness  of  his  statement. 
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Thb  ''  Fiji  Times."— lliis  paper  enjors  the  divtiDCtion 
of  having  had  a  eet  of  pottage  stamp*  iasuetd  for  it«  exclusiye 
benefit.  The  type  was  figured  in  our  May  number,  and 
we  now  extract  from  2'he  Fnttttn^  Regi»ter  respecting 
this  highly-honoured  paper,  and  its  editor's  trials : — 

"Ihere  is  only  one  newspaper  published  in  the  Fiji 
islands,  and  it  is,  of  course,  called  the  1^'mes,  llie 
gentleman  who  edits  it  appears  to  be  held  in  high 
e^ttimation  by  the  white  settl^  for  the  Fiji  l^mes  is 
the  court  of  appeal  in  all  cases  of  dwpate.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  editor's  decision  is  not  always  accepted  as 
final ;  and  it  occasionally  happens  that  the  parties  non- 
suited fall  upon  the  umpire  and  grievously  beat  him. 
U'hus,  at  the  date  of  the  last  advices,  the  editor  had  been 
*  assaulted  thrice  in  three  weeks— once  by  the  Consurs 
secretary,  once  by  a  sea  captain,  and  once  by  the  post- 
master. It  is  evident  that  if  matters  go  on  at  this  rate, 
there  will  shortly  be  a  vacancy  on  the  staff  of  the  leading 
journal  in  the  riils,  and  a  favourable  opening  made  for 
a  series  of  *  gentlemen  of  literary  tastes '  who  find  the 
home  market  overstocked." 

Curious  Addressbb  on  Lbtters.—  Some  time  about 
the  first  decade  of  the  present  century,  a  letter  arrived  at 
the  post-office,  Edinburgh,  bearing  the  Inverness  post- 
mark, with  the  following  address:— "Here  she  ^s  to 
Embro  to  Donal  my  brother  chairman  to  a  chairmans 
master  up  a  close  aud  down  a  stair  if  this  no  find  him  the 
Deil  no  find  him."  The  letter  was  exhibited  in  the  shop- 
window  of  a  confectioner  in  the  upper  end  of  Northbridge- 
Btreet,  where  the  Highland  porters  usually  congregate,  in 
expectation  of  its  being  claimed  by  the  rightful  owner. — 

Messrs.  Mac  Arthur,  Mac  Vitur,  and  Mac  Corquodale, 
stationers  in  Liverpool,  a  few  years  since,  duly  replied  to  a 
letter  addressed  to  Mac  Adder,  Mac  Viper,  and  Mac 
Crocodile. 

The  following  was  received  by  a  relative  of  a  corre- 
spondent : — 

Bear,  honest  Postman,  be  so  kind 
To  take  this  to  a  friend  of  mine ; 
She  is  a  Fox,  Lucy's  her  name, 
In  Swallow  street  vou'll  find  the  same; 
She  is  a  Uttle  cruel  toad. 
And  lives  not  far  from  Oxford  road. 
— Notes  and  Queriis, 

THE  DEAD  LETTER. 

BT  JOHN  O.  8AXB. 

And  can  it  be  ?    Ah,  yes,  1  see, 

'Tis  thirty  years  and  better 
Since  Mary  Morgan  sent  to  me 

This  musty,  musky  letter. 
A  pretty  hand  (she  couldn't  spell), 

As  any  man  must  vote  it : 
And  was't,  I  remember  well, 

A  pretty  hand  that  wrote  it ! 

How  calmly  now  I  view  it  all. 

As  memory  backward  ranges — 
The  talks,  the  walks,  that  I  recall, 

And  then— the  postal  changes ! 
How  well  I  loved  her  I  can  guess 

(Sine*  cash  is  Cupid's  hostage) — 
Just  one-and-sixpence — nothing  less — 

This  letter  cost  in  postage ! 

The  love  that  wrote  at  such  a  rate, 
(By  Jove  !  it  was  a  steep  one !) 

Five  hundred  notes  (I  calculate), 
Was  certainly  a  deep  one ; 


And  yet  it  died— of  slow  decline — 
Perhaps  suspicion  chilled  it ; 

I've  quite  fonrotten  if  'twas  mine 
Or  Mary's  flirting  kiUed  it! 

At  last  the  fatal  mearage  came ; 

'*  My  lettero— please  return  them ; 
And  yours — of  course  you  wish  the  si 

I'll  send  them  bock  or  bum  ihem.' 
Two  precious  fools,  I  must  allow, 

Whichever  was  the  greater ; 
I  wonder  if  I'm  wiser  now. 

Some  seven  lustres  later  ? 

And  this  alone  remains !    Ah,  well  I 

These  words  of  warm  affection, 
llie  faded  ink,  the  pungent  smell. 

Are  food  for  deep  reflection. 
They  tell  of  how  the  heart  contrives 

To  change  with  fancy's  fashion. 
And  how  a  drop  of  musk  survives 

The  strongest  human  passion. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

TRANSVAAL  ENVELOPE  ANDiGERMANIC  CABDS. 
lb  the  Editor  of  **  Thb  Stamp-Coixbctor'b  Maoazdib." 

Dear  Sir,— I  cannot  claim  the  credit  or  dinnedit  of 
denying  the  authenticity  of  the  ladies'  sixe  South  Afncaa 
envelopes,  which  I  received  direct  from  the  postmaster  a* 
a  genuine  postal  emission.  The  reply  to  C.  W.,  in  the 
November  number  of  The  Fhilateiiet^  as  well  as  the  re- 
view of  Brown's  Price  Catalogue,  were  penned  by  sooie 
other  hand.  I  should  not  have  used  such  an  expremon 
as  **  miserable  Germanic  cards : "  believing,  as  I  do,  that, 
notwithstanding  their  want  of  facial  beauty,  being  esa- 
ployed  for  strictly  postal  purposes  on  government  authflf- 
ity,  they  are,  and  should  be,  equally  interesting  to  col- 
lectors, in  a  philatelic  point  of  view,  with  Uie  black  Sa/n 
Sootians,  or  the  most  exquisite  productions  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bank  Note  Company. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

THE  EDITOR  OF  TH£  FHILATELIST, 


ECUADOR  AND  BOLIVIAN  VARIETIES. 
To  the  Editor  q/""  Thb  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazini." 

Dear  Sir,  —By  the  last  mall  from  Panama.  I  nmrtA 
the  2  and  4  rls.  of  Ecuador  on  bluish^  instead  of  wbits 
paper.  It  is  just  possible  that  the  remaining  rallies  may 
also  have  appearea  on  the  same  paper. 

I  have  noticed  lately,  that  the  Bolivian  dollar  piece*, 
coined  in  this  year,  have  eleven  stars,  instead  of  the 
ordinary  number,  nine.  The  same  difference  has  bees 
noticed  in  the  stamps  (see  August  Philatelist), 

Now,  as  both  coins  and  stamps  bear  the  arms  of  BoUria 
(and  not  a  landscape,  as  described  in  all  the  stamp 
catalogues  that  I  have  seen),  and  as  tiie  nine  atan 
represent  the  nine  departments  into  which  the  country  ii 
(or  was)  divided,  it  is  evident  that  there  must  be  some 
cause  for  this  addition  to  the  arms ;  and  though  I  live  in 
a  neighbouring  republic,  I  have  read  nought  in  the  Wf 
about  an  augmentation  of  the  number  of  Bolirian 
provinces. 

The  Bolivian  stamps  with  eleven  stars,  may  thereftWi 
I  think,  be  accepted  as  belonging  to  a  new  issue. 

Yours  obediently, 

Valparaiso.  F.  W.  M. 
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BOYD'S  EXPJEIE8S  STAMPS. 
To  tk4  Editor  of^''  The  STAMp-CoLLBC?roB'8  Magazine." 

DcAB  81K, — Since  writing  last  month,  I  have  obtained 
proof  of  the  authenticity  of  Mr.  Coster's  second  type, 
then  disbelieved  in  by  me.  Haring  seen  this  type  in  a 
genuine  cancelled  state,  my  doubts  are  set  at  retft,  and  I 
now  acknowledge  its  true  worth.  The  following  is  a 
correct  description  of  it :  Ground  plain ;  head  of  eagle 
thin  and  pointed,  left  wing  pressing  against  the  border ; 
more  than  half  of  the  globe  shown,  and  with  oblique 
shading  at  top  and  on  right  side ;  middle  line  of  longi- 
tude carried  through  the  outer  ovaU  and  touching  the 
figun» ;  no  stops ;  central  oval  with  line  outvide,  and 
outer  oval  with  line  inside. 

£ven  as  I  correct  others,  so  I  correct  myself. 

I  see  that  want  of  space  caused  you  somewhat  to  con- 
dense my  last  paper.  One  sentence  in  particular  has 
been  expunged,  which,  in  justice  to  myself,  I  must  now 
set  ri^ht. 

Belative  to  the  fictitious  locals,  I  wrote,  **All  the  fol- 
lowing are,  /  ./W//y  Mieve,  purely  imaginary  labels  uf 
imaginary  companies."  '1  ne  omission  of  the  words  in 
itaHca  made  me  the  author  of  an  unqualified  assertion, 
admitting  of  no  doubt,  when  1  simply  meant  to  register  a 
certain  belief. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Birmingham,  W.  DUDLEY  ATLEE. 


DOUBTFUL  ERRORS  IN  IMPRESSION. 
To  the  Editor  ©/""The  Stamf-Collectok's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sia,— I  find  in  glancing  over  some  old  numbers, 
that  at  page  42  of  the  last  volume  a  sharp-eyed  corre- 
spondent thought  he  had  discovered  some  mysterious 
figures  (10)  representing  the  month  of  issue  in  each  cor- 
ner of  tnc  new  halfpenny.  I  have  always  viewed  these 
with  Buspicion^  as  it  requires  a  slight  ofibrt  of  imagination 
to  make  them  into  10,  the  1  being  anything  but  clear. 
I  have  many  times  studied  these  mysterious  markings  in 
copies  which  have  come  before  me,  and  have  at  last  got  a 
clue  which  enables  me  to  say  pretty  conclusively  that 
these  so-called  figures  are  mere  accidental  results  of  the 
p«it«m  composing  the  background.  If  you  will  now 
vzamine  a  specimen,  you  will  find  that  these  marking 
are  repeated  at  regular  intervals  above  and  below  those  in 
the  comers,  so  far  as  the  medallion  in  centre  permits 
them  to  be  seen  ;  and,  moreover,  at  both  sides  of^stamp, 
both  above  and  below,  may  be  seen  between  the  two 
niarka  which  have  been  called  figures  1  (though  they  are 
more  like  3's)  a  similar  mark  inverted,  as  if  they  were  in- 
tended as  a  sort  of  finish  to  the  horizontal  lines  of  the 
background.  This  is  only  a  small  matter,  but  may, 
perhaps,  interest  you. 

North  Gehman  Confederation. — In  vol.  viii  ,  p.  90, 
I  notice,  in  the  mention  of  the  .varieties  with  shaded 
figure  of  the  1  groschen,  which  I  pointed  out  to  you,  that 
you  say  that  you  have  never  come  across  a  specimen  of 
the  envelope  with  shaded  figure.  I  may  say  that  /  do 
not  remember  to  have  seen  a  copy  without  the  shaded 
figure. 

FitANCE.— The  varieties  of  the  laureated  series  of  the 
£mpire  with  lined  background  are  clearly  the  result  of 
some  peculiarity  in  the  process  of  printing,  and  not  of  an 
alteration  in  the  die.  If  you  will  exanune  a  specimen, 
you  will  find  the  lines  are  visible  wherever  there  is  a 
sufficient  surface  of  colour  to  show  them ;  in  the  borders, 
&c.,  as  well  as  in  the  circle  containing  the  head. 


I  have  a  30  c.  which  has  the  lines  quite  distinct  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  stamp,  and  scarcely  visible  on  the  left. 
'l*his  easily  accounts  for  the  80  c.  existing  with  the  lines 
running  vertically,  instead  of  horizontally* 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 
Mamehester,  J.  C< 

P.  8.— The  25  soldi  of  the  current  Austrian  series, 
arriving  by  the  last.Turlcish  mails,  is  purple-black ;  have 
you  met  with  this  variety  yet  ? 


THE  ARRANGEMENT  OF  A  COLLECTION. 
To  the  Editor  of «'  The  Stamp-Collector's  Maoaeikb." 

Dear  Sir,— It  seems  to  me  very  difficult  to  limit  and 
complete  one*s  collection  ;  shades  and  varieties  of  colour 
are  constantly  turning  up  that  one  cannot  discard,  and 
yet  they  necessitate  the  rearrangement  of  a  page  or  more 
in  one's  album,  if  one  wishes  to  keep  the  specimens  in 
their  proper  order. 

My  stamps  are  all  hinged  with  tissue  paper  to  the 
paper  itself  (a  plain  book)  j  but  I  have  for  some  timo 
past  wanted  to  move  them  mto  another  album,  and  am 
desirous  of  getting  the  right  and  tuet  one  this  time. 

Can  you  inform  uie  what  the  principle  of  the  **  crotchet " 
system  is  ?  As  to  mounting  the  stamps  on  card,  and  then 
affixing  these  to  the  albiuu,  I  do  not  think  the  plan  a 
good  one  at  all ;  the  book  must  necessarily  be  very  bulgyi 
and  the  card  mounts  would  tend  to  keep  the  leaves  apart, 
and  admit  dust  aud  damp. 

I  have  never  seen  the  stamps  mounted  as  described 
some  time  ago  in  your  magazine,  by  cutting  out  a  square 
hole,  and  then  just  gumming  the  edxe  of  the  stamp  (I 
allude  to  the  description  of  me  double-card  sheets  with 
eyelet-holes^,  but  should  fancy  the  stamp  would  not  show 
up  at  all  well,  having  no  background,  and  in  many  cases 
being,  perhaps,  just  over  a  stamp  (on  the  next  sheet)  of 
quite  another  colour.  I  think,  however,  the  rims  round 
each  sheet  a  capital  idea  to  keep  out  dust,  and  prevent 
pressure  on  the  stamps  themselves  (though  those  not  em- 
bossed often  look  the  better  for  it).  The  great  difficulty, 
to  my  mind,  in  getting,  sa^r^  one  issue  all  in  order,  is  this : 
you  get  two  or  three  distinct  shades  of  one  colour,  and 
supposing  there  are  shades  of  other  colours,  you  leave 
room  for  them  also ;  perhaps  they  never  turn  up,  and  the 
vacant  space  looks  unsightly ;  or,  it  may  be,  you  do  not 
leave  room  for  them,  having  no  idea  they  existed ;  and. 
to  your  surprise,  they  turn  up  quite  unexpectedly,  and 
you  have  to  alter  a  whole  page  or  more. 

What  is  wanted,  is  a  method  of  securely  holding  the 
stamps  to  the  page,  and  yet  the  power  to  move  them 
from  place  to  place.    This  I  suppose  is  unattainable. 

I  have  sometimes  thought  that  it  would  be  a  ^ood 

Elan  to  cut  strips  of  pure  white  paper,  about  an  mch 
road,  and,  say,  3  inches  shorter  than  the  width  of  the 
album  page  ;  then  attach  the  stamps  to  the  bottom  of  it, 
in  a  row,  and  fix  the  strips  to  the  page,  one  under  the 
other,  by  means  of  a  toucn  of  gum  at  each  end ;  they 
could  then  be  easily  moved  or  altered,  and  any  description 
necessary  could  be^neatly  written  over  each  stamp. 

I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you  will  kindly  give 
me  your  advice  on  the  matter. 
Apologizing  for  this  lengthy  and  troublesome  epistle, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

Homertottt  London,  £•  S. 
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A  QUERY  RESPRCTJNO  A  20  CENTIME  OF  THE 
PRESENT  FRENCH. 

To  the  Editor  of  "  Thb  Stamp-Collectob*8  Magazine." 

Drab  Str,  ~in  your  September  number  is  the  following 
extract  from  m  rarisinn  newspaper:— **ParU  is  now 
suffering  from  an  inundation  of  false  10  and  20  centime 
postage  stamps.  These  stamps  are,  it  appears,  obtained 
from  new  dies,  with  the  effigy  of  the  repuDiic,  which  have 
been  stolen.  They  can  with  difficulty  oe  recognised ;  one 
single  detail  of  engraving,  uncompleted  at  the  time  of  the 
theft,  distinguishes  them  from  the  genuine  impressions.'* 

This  account  of  these  dubious  labels  is  so  vague  and 
valueless  to  collectors,  that  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 
procure  specimens  of  the  impostures  themselves,  so  that  I 
might  afford  some  tangible  help  to  their  detection.  After 
considerable  trouble  and  inquiry  I  have  obtained  what  I 
think  must  be  the  8oi  disant  20  c.  I  believe  this,  because 
it  has  every  appearance  of  being  from  the  unfinished  ma- 
trix,  and  because  copies  of  it  are  so  difficult  to  find.  I 
shall  give  the  leading  discrepancies  between  it  and  the 
undoubtedly  genuine  stamp,  in  the  hope  that  my  remarks 
may  elicit  tne  required  information .  Tnese  differences  are, 
to  use  a  hackneyed  expret^ion,  more  apparent  than  real, 
and  it  is  no  easy  task  to  seize  upon  any  salient  peculiarity. 

As  every  collector  has  the  acknowledged  stamp,  I  need 
not  describe  its  details,  but  will  simply  state  in  what 
points  the  Queried  label  varies  from  it. 

The  fading  in  the  latter,  upon  the  chin  and  neck  of 
the  profile,  is  not  so  prominent  as  in  the  recognised  die 
and  the  hair  is  indistinctly  shown,  instead  of  being  carried 
almost  unbroken  from  the  crown.  Through  the  lack  of 
shading,  and  the  blurred  condition  of  the  ears  of  wheat, 
the  head  has  a  depressed  appearance,  although  it  in  reality 
is  the  same.  In  the  ordinary  die  there  are  several  dots 
running  obliquely  above  the  eye,  and  between  that  organ 
and  the  nasal  one;  with  the  exception  of  a  few  minute 
specks  under  the  eye,  they  are  wanting  in  the  copy  under 
surveillance.  The  spandrels  are  very  poor,  but  this  defect 
is  noticeable  in  a  lesser  degree  upon  some  of  the  later- 
printed  stamps.  A  marked  variation  is  traceable  in  the 
Dcads  surrounding  the  circle.  In  each  there  are  ninety- 
eight  ;  but,  whereas  in  the  Simon  Pure  these  are  of  uni- 
form size,  and  at  equal  distances  apart,  in  the  doubtful 
label  they  often  run  into  the  white  linear  circle,  and  into 
each  other.  The  bead  upon  the  right-hand  side,  on  a  level 
with  the  fifth  horizontal  line  from  the  bottom  of  the 
Etruscan  border,  is  prominently  out  of  its  position,  being 
farther  oS  the  circle  than  its  companions. 

The  paper  used  is  thin  and  bluish,  but,  strange  to  say 
(if  it  %»  from  the  stolen  die),  the  perforation  is  exactly  like 
that  upon  the  known  genuine. 

Some  really  reliable  particulars  concerning  the  origin 
of  this  doubted  stamp  are  much  needed. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Birmingham.  W.  DUDLEY  ATLEE. 


MORE  VARIETIES  OF  THE  PROVISIONAL 

NATALS. 

To  the  Editor  of  ^^  The  Stamp-Collbctoh's  Magazine." 

Sir, — ^Thinking  that  some  of  your  readers  would  like 
to  know  some  of  the  varieties  of  the  provisional  Natals, 
we  give  the  following  description  of  those  we  have  seen 
up  to  date.  As  you  have,  in  a  former  letter,  had  the  Id. 
and  3d.,  we  begin  with  the  6d. 

1. — That  with  postage  printed  with  black  ink,  below 
the  face  of  Queen,  in  thick,  short  capitals, — mauve. 

2.— That  with  postage  printed  with  black  ink  acroes 


the  crown ;  the  P  of  the  postag*  a  capital,  the  other  Irtten 
small,  and  of  unequal  thickness. 

3. — That  with  pustagb  printed  across  the  crown,  tlie 
same  as  No.  2,  but  the  letters  thicker  and  longer.  No.  2 
and  3  are  lilac. 

4. — That  with  postage  printed  with  black  ink  acrcw 
the  crown,  in  thick,  short  capitals, — mauve. 

6. — The  same  as  No.  4,  but  iUae. 

6. — ^That  with  po^taob  printed  across  the  crown,  with 
black  ink,  in  thin,  long  capitals. — moHre, 

7. — The  same  as  No.  6,  but  lil^te. 

8. — The  same  as  No.  2,  but  mauve. 

Of  the  Is.,  we  have  seen  three  varietioB,  vis., — 

1.— That  with  postage  printed  with  black  ink,  bebw 
the  face  of  Queen,  in  thick,  short  capitals. 

2.— That  with  postage  printed  with  black  ink  acrow 
the  crown,  with  thick,  short  capitals. 

3. — ^That  with  pohtagb  in  a  curve,  below  the  face, 
printed  in  ffreen  ink. 

receipt  stamps. 
We  have  seen  two  varieties  of  the  Id.  emboated  Natal 
receipt  stamp,  viz., — 

1. — Yellow,  rect.,  perf.,  oblong;  size  ijjinch  byjliodi. 
2. — Orange,  rtct.,  perf.,  oblong ;  size,  1  ,^  inch,  by  1  iadi. 
Both  the  above  are  obtolete. 

By  inserting  this  in  the  next  number  of  your  valoaUf 
magazine,  you  will  oblige 

Yours  faithfully, 

PHILIP  F.   PAYN. 
L.  R    GORDON. 
H    HOLLIDAY, 
VINCENT  J.  GORDON. 
E.   CROMPTON. 

Pine  Thwn.       \    v^m„i 
PieUrmaritzburg.  ]  ^^''^*'' 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  seen  two  more 
varieties  of  the  3d.  blue,  viz., — 

1. — That  with  postage  printed  with  black  ink  acrcws 
the  crown ;  the  P  of  the  postage  a  capital,  the  other  letters 
small,  but  of  equal  thickness. 

2. — That  with  postage  printed  with  black  ink  across 
the  crown,  in  thin,  long  capitals. 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

B.  H.,  Braintree.— The  New  South  Wales  and  Smrth 
Australian  varieties,  to  which  you  are  kind  enough  to 
call  our  attention,  have  been  already  described. 

Rev.  K.  D.,  Bedworth.— The  bnmd-arrow  perforatioii, 
as  a  cancelling  mark  for  post  cards,  is  perhaps  unusual, 
but  not  new.  It  was  noticed  and  figured  on  page  42  of 
our  last  volume. 

H.  P.,  London. — ^We  should  think  either  Moens  or  the 
**  V.R."  album  would  suit  you,  though  the  step  you  propose 
taking  in  removing  your  stamps  fipom  a  blank  to  a  luled 
album  is,  generally  speaking,  a  retrograde  one. 

F.  H.  S.,  Carlsruhe. — Thanks  for  the  information 
respecting  the  German  stamps.  There  is  not  any  3 
centime  stamp  for  the  French  republic  in  existence  at 
present,  but  we  should  think  that  that  value  would  be 
found  in  the  forthcoming  series. 

Chakles  B.,  Canonbury,  London. — ^Your  Fenian  eaay, 
with  harp  in  centre,  is  a  spurious  one.  and  therefore  of  w 
real  value.  The  other  stamp  you  describe  can  hardly 
have  been  issued  by  the  factious  brotherhood,  inscribed  as 
it  is  COURE08,  and  20  c.  d*E8C0.  You  had  better  send  it 
to  us  for  examination. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Fi/i  Islands. — The  great  sensation  in  phi- 
latelic circles  daring  the  last  month  has  been 
the  arrival  of  specimens  of  the  newly-issued 
Fijian  stamps  proper.  Onr  New  York  con- 
temporary  was  the  first  to  publish  the 
rumour  of  a  forthcoming  issue,  and  we 
qooted  his  information  in  our  last ;  it  is, 
bowever,  the  reverse  of  accurate  as  to  the 
design  and  values.  The  new  stamps  do  voi 
bear  Thakombau*s  portrait,  and  their  de- 
nominations are  not  3,  5,  and  10  cents. 
Whether  they  came  into  use  on  the  1st  of 
October,  or  not,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to 
decide,  but  already  two  series  have  been 
priuted,  and  the  first  of  them  is  rare.     Both 

bear  the  design  here  repre- 
sented, and  the  values  and 
colours  are  the  same.  The 
difference  between  them  con- 
sists in  that  the  second  series 
is  surcharged,  in  black  ink, 
with  the  denomination  in 
cents.  The  words  "two,**  "six,**  or  "twelve,** 
are  above  the  crown,  and  "  cents  '*  below  the 
initials;  and  we  may  suggest  that  the  decimal 
equivalents  of  our  English  pence  have  been 
added  to  satisfy  the  American  colonists  in 
Fiji.     The  colours  are  as  follows : — 

One  penny    (2  cents)  light  blue  on  white. 
Threepence  (6     „    )  light  green     „ 
Sixpence      (12     „    )  rose  „ 

T6o  frame  differs  in  each  value ;  the  circle 
is  beaded  in  the  penny,  notched  in  the  three- 
pence, and  scalloped  in  the  sixpence ;  and  the 
highest  value  is  further  distinguished  from 
the  others  by  the  word  fiji  being  in  white 
letters  on  coloured  ground,  the  band  on 
which  it  appears  having  also  different  end 
ornaments.  The  central  device  is  simple, 
but  the  letters  C.R.  are  very  puzzling,  and  we 
are-  quite  unable  to  explain  their  signifi- 
cation— Qy.,  Christopherue  Rex?  On  the 
sixpence  the  crown  and  initials  are  enclosed 
iu  a  hexagon,  faintly  scratched  over  the 
ground  of  the  disk. 

The  first  issue  (without  surcharge)  was 
perforated,  and  as  only  one  batch  was  printed, 

VOL.  Z.    Mo.  109. 


very  few  copies  are  now  to  be  had.  The 
second  series  we  are  describing  from  speci- 
mens cut  from  the  proof  sheet,  and  obliging- 
ly communicated  to  us  by  a  correspondent 
at  Sydney,  where  the  stamps  have  been 
designed  and  printed.  These  proof  impres-- 
sions  are,  of  course,  unperforated ;  but  the 
issued  stamps  will  be  perforated,  like  their 
predecessors.  The  impression  is  clear ;  and 
the  surcharge  is  in  ordinary  Roman  old-style 
type. 

The  Fiji  Times  stamps,  we  learn  from  our 
new  Birmingham  contemporary,  were  issued 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  paper,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  British  consul.  This 
information  is  not  so  precise  as  we  could 
wish.  We  should  like  to  know  in  what 
sense,  and  for  what  reason,  the  consul  "  su- 
perintended '*  the  issue.  Had  he  a  control 
over  the  numbers  printed,  and  was  the 
postal  service  (conducted,  we  presume,  by 
means  of  the  mail-steamer  from  Sydney) 
initiated  or  regulated  by  him  ?  Further- 
more, for  whose  profit  were  the  stamps 
issued  ? 

Our  contemporary  suggests  that  this 
■scries  is  now  obsolete,  but  we  can  hardly 
assume  this  to  be  the  fact  until  we  know 
how  the  regular  Fijian  stamps  are  to  be 
employed ;  and  there  is  one  important 
point  in  connection  with  this  matter  to 
which  we  think  it  right  to  refer — we  mean, 
the  possibility  of  the  Fiji  Times  stamps, 
especially  if  they  are  obsolete,  being  multi- 
plied ad  infinitum  by  reprinting.  The  sale 
of  several  thousand  copies,  even  at  prices  far 
below  their  facial  value,  would  be  no  despic- 
able source  of  revenue  to  the  proprietors  of 
a  journal  whose  circulation  cannot  be  other 
than  limited,  and  with  reprinting  would 
come  all  manner  of  paper  varieties  and 
printer's  errors. 

With  a  view  to  restrict  the  chances  of 
success  of  such  possible  reimpressions,  we 
place  on  record  a  list  of  the  existing  varieties, 
copied  from  The  Philatelical  Journal,  They 
are  as  follows,  all  black  on  pink  paper,  and 
rouletted  on  a  dotted  line. 

Paper — quadrille     Id.,  3d.,  Cd.,  1/-. 

laid  Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  9d.,  1/-. 

hatonnS      Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  9d.,  1/-. 
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Vbkfzdela.— The  design  licre  reprcBented 
ifl  that  of  a  atB-np  wbich,  we  are  informed 
.  by  the  correspi  111  dent  from 
whom  we  received  tlie 
sole  specimen  we  poSEess, 
I  came  from  Vene^uela.  It 
s  printed  in  jeliow  on  thin 
Tove  paper,  and  across  the 
centre  of  the  stamp  are  two 
rather  faint  horizontal  black 
and  apparently  type- printed 
lines.  We  observe  traces  of  similar  lines 
jnst  over  the  npper  edge  and  also  along  the 
lower  margin,  but  cannot  say  whether  or  not 
these  lines  are  intended  as  obliterations  ;  in 
fact,  when  we  have  added  that  the  stamp  is 
imperforated  and  an  watermarked,  we  have 
said  all  we  know  nbont  it.  We  have  not 
had  time  to  ARccrtiin  whether  "Escoelas"  is 
one  of  the  Venezuelan  prorince.i  or  states, 
andweaolicitinformationon  this  point,a.<i  also 
respec!  ing  the  name  and  claims  to  notoriety  of 
the  person  represented.  The  stamp  has  a 
genuine  look,  but  onr  correspondent  may 
have  been  impn^ed  on,  and  it  is  not  entitled 
to  a  certificate  of  merit  until  its  aathencicity 
is  proved.* 

Western    Auktralia. — Wc  annex  an  en- 
graving of  a  stamp  for   this   colony   wbich 
Bg  has  just  made  its  nppcar- 
s  ance,    and    ia   principally 
If  intended,    a^  onr  correa- 
I  pondent  at  I'eHh,  W.  A., 
R   informs  us,  to  be  used   fur 
H  postage    on   intercolonial 
■■   letters.       Tho     design     is 
finely   engraved,  the  bic^l's  plumnge  being 
admirably  depicted  ;  and  it  will  bo  observed 
that  the  reeds,  which  seem  to  bo  included  in 
the  Western  Anstralian  arms,  form  a  neat 
frame  to  the  o(-al.     By-the-way,  wo  should 
like  to  know  Tshij  tlie  reeds,  as  we  call  them, 
are  thus  I'epresented ;  surely  not  merely  for 
pictorial   efl'ect ;    do   they   then    indicate    a 
colonial  stnple  P     The  colour  of  this  elegant 
addition  to  our  Swan  River  sets  is  a  kind  of 


.   ,  .  ..•  ago,  through  J[.  Slocns, 
giam,  the  BUtnenticity  of  which  he  cotijiderrd  ni 
Huf 'tionslili',  nncl  our  opini  >ii  r  >iiii-iil 


Bslroou-tinged  brown, — a  hue,  indeed,  veiy 
difficult  to  describe  accurately.  It  is  mr- 
face-printed,  and  the  usual  perforations  anil 
the  crown  and  CC  watermark  form  tbe 
stamp's  appurtenances. 

Switzerland. — Maderaiterihn  I. — Abont  tea 
miles  aoath  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  is  Ams(«g, 
to  the  east  of  winch  lies  ooo 
of  the  most  beautiful  of  tlis 
Swiss  valleys — the  Mndeiaa- 
erthal,  which  would  probably 
have  long  since  numbered 
among  the  lions  of  the  coan- 
try,  but  for  its  comparative 
inaccessibility,  there  being  no 
outlets  from  it,  except  by 
glacier  passes.     Seven  years  ago  the  pro. 

Erietor  of  the  White  Ctom  at  Amsteg  bnilt  an 
ot*l,  Zum  Schtoeizen  Alpent-elub,  with  about 
50  beds,  ou  a  hillock  in  the  valley  aboat  Zj 
hoars  up,  and  about  eighteen  months  hack 
this  hotel  was  enlarged  to  nearly  twice  the 
size.  It  was  then,  onr  informant  believes, 
that  tbe  stamp  hero  represented  was  en- 
graved, ostensibly,  as  we  presume,  to  prepay 
postage  I'rom  the  hotel  to  Amsteg,  but  in 
reality,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  as  an 
advertisement.  A  traveller  who  would  give 
no  more  than  a  halfpenny  for  carrying  a  letter 
a  two  hours'  descent  over  rocks  must  bare 
queer  notions  of  liberality,  and  it  is  hardly 
likely  small  Swiss  hotel-keepers  would  be 
content  with  such  small  remuneration.  Pe^ 
haps  tho  Rigi-Knllbad  establishment  is  large 
enough  to  maka  it  worth  while  to  establish  a 
kind  of  private  mail  service,  but  we  now  loan 
to  the  belief  that  such  stamps  as  the  Rigi  and 
the  Madera nerthal  are  really  issued  to  serve 
as  an  advertisement  <o  the  hotul-kcepers  aiid 
a  gratification  to  their  guests,  who  are  pleased 
with  the  idea  of  putting  them  on  their  letters 
for  England  or  other  parts.  However,  we 
deem  it  our  duty  to  notice  tbe  new  comer, 
which  is  printed  in  nltramarino  on  whit*^ 
and  may  add  that  it  ia  not  likely  to  be 
very  common.  Car  correspondent,  who 
received  his  specimen  on  a  letter  in  Sep- 
tember, 1870,  says,  "I  am  afraid  that  un- 
expected misfurtunesi  aa  the  Franco-Pros- 
sian  war,  have  crippled  the  prospects  of  the 
hotel." 

The  2.1  c.  envelope  of  the  Swiss  repnbliB 
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is  now  printed  nca-green.  We  lately  met 
with  a  postmnrked  30  o.  envelope,  which 
we  keep  as  a  curiosity. 

SwKDBS, — We  are  not  yet  in  posBeasion  of 

the  new  adhesive  Stamps  for  this  country,  bnt 

we  are  enabled  to  give  an 

>  engraving  of  a  new  en- 
velope slamp.  In  shnpe, 
it  is  a  transverse  oval ; 
three  crowns,  two  above 
and  one  below,  occupy 
the  centre,  and  a  small 
transverse  oval  disk  on  either  side  bears  a 
post-bom.  The  word  svebige  mna  round 
the  npper  half,  and  the  value  in  words — tolf 
esK— fills  the  lower  half.  The  impression  is 
bine,  the  crowns  and  horns  are  in  white 
relief,  and  the  inscriptions  are  sunk  on  a 
white  reticulated  ground. 

At  the  last  moment  before  p;oing  to  press, 
we  received  from  our  Stockholm  corres- 
pondent a  specimen  of  the  new  Swedish 
post  card,  wliich  turns  out  to  be  of  the  same 
value,  and  to  bear  the  same  design  as  the 
envelope  above  described  ;  but  the  blue  of 
the  post  card  is  of  a  much  darker  shade  than 
that  of  the  envelope.  The  stamp  is  im- 
pressed on  the  right  upper  comer  of  the 
card,  and  bad  taste  is  strikingly  shown  in 
printing  the  border  and  inscriptions  in 
mauve.  The  border,  which  is  an  important 
item  in  a  post  card,  is  extremely  neat,  and 
the  inscriptions  (brkfkort,  Ac.)  are  as  finely 
engraved  as  on  the  Finnish  post  card.  'I'be 
card  is  white,  and  the  reverse  side  is  quite 
plain.  The  envelope,  we  may  mention,  en 
patganl,  has  no  device  on  the  flap.  Both 
card  and  envelope  were  issued  on  the  11th' 
January.  We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  the 
report  of  an  entirely  new  series  is  unfounded, 
our  correspondent  now  informs  us  that  only 
two  new  values  are  to  appear — -6  ore  and  1 
riksdaler— and  they  will  not  be  ready  for  a 
month  or  two.  Our  correspondent  offers  no 
explanation  of  the  issue  of  a  post  card  end  an 
envelope  of  identical  value. 

RCBsrAX  Locals. — Bogorodih.—'M..  Moens, 
remedying  bis  omission  when  he  described 
the  envelope  for  this  district,  which  was 
figured  in  our  November  number,  states  that 
its  colour  is  blue,  varying  from  pale  to  bright. 
Cliarlfff, — Another   of   the  stamps    com- 


ipondent 


prised  in  our  July  list  has  just  come  over, 
and  is  here  represented.  It  is  printed  in 
pale  to  bright  red,  and  "  each  . 
specimen  is  surcharged  in  U 
black  with  n  portion  of  the  1 
third  word,  and  the  whole  of  | 
the  last,  of  the  inscription 
a  linear  oblong,  placed  diag 
onally  on  stamp;"  so  says 
our  Birmingbaia  contem- 
porary; .but  this  surcharge  ' 
must  bo  a  postmark,  as  our  i 
does  not  speak  aboat  it.  It  will  be  observed 
that  there  is  a  very  striking  similarity 
between  this  stamp  in  its  general  dispositions 
and  the  5  kop.  of  Bogorodsk  (see  vol.  vii., 
p.  105)  ;  the  bIeo,  the  central  oval,  the  star 
at  the  bottom  of  the  oval,  the  corner 
numerals,  and  the  waved  outer  lines,  are 
common  to  both,  and  we  are  half  per- 
suaded they  must  he  the  work  of  the  same 

CoNFEDERATB  States. — Many  locals  have 
been  recently  discorered  in  the  Sonthem 
States,  and  the  two  here  represented  have 
been  only  known  for  a  comparatively  short 
period.      Both    are    really    rare,    and    the 


Rheatown  lias  already  been  the  subject  of 
the  forgers'  delicate  attentions.  They  carry 
their  history  on  their  face,  and  we  need  only 
say  that  the  Pleasant  Shade  is  printed  in 
light  blue,  and  the  Rheatown  in  red. 

Bkaziu— In  The  Stamp-OoUUclor't  Maga- 
xiitc  for  August  last,  we-quoted  from  the  New 
York  journal  a  description  of  a  new  300  rels 
adhesive  for  this  country ;  the  oval  containing 
the  portrait  in  green,  the  frame  in  violet. 

The  Rio  correspondent  of  our  Birmingham 
contemporary  denies  its  existence,  but  our 
own  correspondent  at  Rio,  has  seen  it  at  the 
post-office,  though  it  is  not  yet  issued  to  the 
public.  l!o  fully  endorses  the  encomiums 
passed  on  its  appearance  by   the  Ametican 
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Journal  of  Philately ^  but  says  the  outer  frame 
is  printed  in  orange-yellow^  and  not  in  violet. 
It  is  therefore  probable  that  the  last-named 
journal  described  from  a  proof.  Our  corres- 
pondent states  that  the  300  reis  stamp, 
which  equals  in  value  15  cents,  will  be 
employed  for  the  postage  on  letters  between 
Brazil  and  the  States. 

The  Deutsche  Briefmarhen  Zeltung  states 
that  a  postal  treaty  between  Germany  and 
Brazil  has  been  signed,  fixing  the  rate  for 
letters  between  the  two  countries  at  15  sgr., 
or  about  720  reis ;  so.  that  another  new 
stamp  will  probably  be  required. 

Egypt. — We  have  been  officially  informed 
of  a  new  emission  of  stamps  for  this 
province,  and  having  been  favoured  with  a 
-complete  sot,  we  now  proceed  to  describe 
them. 

The  design  is  very  similar  to  the  late 
series,  but  the  sphinx  is  to  the  left  of  the 
pyramid,  instead  of  in  the  centre,  as  before ; 
Pompey's  pillar  and  Cleopatra's  needle  are 
absent,  and  Arabic  and  Roman  inscriptions 
take  their  place;  the  star  and  ci*escent  are 
represented  in  the  spandrels ;  the  numerals 
of  value  occupy  each  comer,  and  the  lower 
margin  has  the  inscription,  posifi  kuedeuie 

EGIZIANE. 

The  series  consists  of  Fevcn  values,  an  ad- 
ditional one  being  added  in  the  form  of  a 
2 -J  piastre. 

5  paras,       light  brown. 
10      „  mauve 

20      „  dull  blue 

1  piastre,    red 

2  „  orange 
2^  „  purple 
5        „         light  green. 

These  stamps  are  lithographed,  and  iheir 
execution  is  very  poor,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  blurred  specimens  before  us.  In  our  next 
number  we  hope  to  give  an  engraving  and 
further  particulars. 

Russia. — The  Russian  post  card  was 
issued  on  New  Year's  Day,  and  is  found  to 
lack  one  of  the  chief  elements  of  interest, 
a  monetary  value  shown  by  an  impressed 
stamp.  What  there  is  on  the  card  is  finely 
engraved,  namely,  a  broad,  shaded,  orna- 
mental border ;  the  Russian  arms  on  the  left ; 
a  dotted  and  inscribed  rectangle  in  the  right 


upper  comer ;  an  inscription,  signifying  open 
LETTBB,  between  them,  and  below,  fioe  lines 
for  the  address,  followed  by  instructions, 

which  are  :— 

1.— An  open  letter  must  be  fiiUy  prepaid  with  the 
proper  stamp. 

2.— On  this  side  nothing  but  the  address  may  be 
written. 

In  the  border,  in  small  type,  we  find  Ophcb 

FOR    THE    PREPARATION    OF    IMPERIAL     PAPERS. 

At  the  back  there  is  a  double-lined  border, 
broken,  above,  by  the  words  place  for  the 
LBrrER,  and  below,  by  the  postal  admisis- 

TRATION  DOES   NOT   ANSWER   FOR  THB  CONTElTre 

OF  THE  LEiTER.  The  Card  is  grey,  and  the 
inscription,  Ac,  in  sepia.  The  post^e  is  3 
kop.  for  town  letters,  and  5  kop.  from  town 
to  town. 

AusTRU.—Our  old  friend,  Mr.  Max  Joseph, 
sends  us  a  post  card  for  Bohemia.  It  is 
exactly  like  the  current  Austrian,  and  has 
the  2  kr.  orange-yellow  in  the  comer;  but 
under  the  German  inscription,  korrespondenz 
KARTE,  conies  the  Sclavonic  (?)  kobespon- 
DENCNi  listck.  Our  correspondent  says  that 
these  cards  are,  "as  it  appears,"  already 
prohibited  (qy,,  withdrawn)  by  government, 
bet  we  do  not  think  so,  nor  see  any  reason 
why  they  should  have  been  called  in.  The 
two  German  papers,  Vetitsrhe  Bfiefmarl-en- 
Zeitung,  and  A,  Moschkau's  Magazin,  concnr 
in  stating  that  cards  are  to  be  issued  with 
duplicate  inscriptions  for  every  one  of  the 
peoples  of  the  empire.  There  will  be  Qurmaa- 
Ruthenian,  German-Polish,  &c, 

Germany. — Quite  a  novelty  in  the  way  of 
post  cards  has  been  communicate  to  us  by 
a  gentleman  connected  with  a  German  pub- 
lishing honso  at  London.  It  is  none  other 
than  a  post  card  issued  by  a  German  book- 
seller ;  and  it  does  surprise  us  that  booksellers 
are  allowed  to  issue  their  own  cards,  which 
go  through  the  post,  provided  they  are 
prepaid  with  the  proper  adhesive  stamp. 

The  one  before  us  is  of  grey  paper,  of  large 
size  (about  G  in.  by  4^,  in.)  ;  has  bdcher  bes- 
TELLZETTEn  at  the  top,  followed  by  the  usual 
lines  for  the  address ;  and  in  the  right  upper 
comer,  a  dotted  and  inscribed  square  for  the 
stamp.  The  back  is  filled  with  trade  an- 
nouncements. Here  is  a  nut  for  the  ultms 
to  crack.  Of  course  they  will  accept  these 
cards. 
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New  regiBtrafcion  stamps — ^valoe  10  and  80 
gr. — for  the  empire  have  made  their  appear- 
ance. They  do  not  in  the  least  differ  from 
their  predecessors,  except  it  be  that  their 
colours  are  somewhat  brighter  and  richer. 
The  inscription,  norddeutschbs  bezirk,  is 
replaced  by  Deutsche  reichs-post. 

Norway. — At  the  moment  of  going  to 
press,  we  have  received  from  an  esteemed 
correspondent  a  postmarked  specimen  of  a 
new  stamp  for  this  country,  an  engraving  of 
which  we  hope  to  give  next  month.  Mean- 
while, we  may  briefly  state  that  the  design 
of  the  new  comer  is  as  follows  :  Numeral 
of  value  in  white  circle  formed  by  post-horn, 
surmounted  by  a  crown ;  all  enclosed  in  broad 
oval  band,  inscribed  above,  noroe,  and  value 
(Ire  skUling)  below ;  each  angle  is  occupied 
by  a  winged  wheel.  Colour,  a  deep  rose. 
Whether  this  is  the  only  value  of  this  type, 
we  cannot  say. 

New  Zealand. — A  redistribution  of  the 
colours  of  three  of  the  New  Zealand  stamps 
has  taken  place ;  the  penny  exchanges  its 
vermilion  for  the  sober  brown  of  the  six- 
pence, and  the  twopence  takes  the  colour 
dropped  by  the  penny,  and  passes  its  bloe  to 
the  sixpence.  Thus  (to  make  matters  clear) 
we  now  have — 

One  penny        pale  brown 
Twopence  vermilion 

Sixpence  blue 

The  two  former  values  which  we  possess 
are  both  star  watermarked. 
Bavaria.  —  Two     more     returned-lett^r 

stamps  have  rece'ntly 
been  issued,  one  for 
Nurnberg,  the  other 
for  Augsburg.  They 
are  composed  only  of 
four  lines  of  type, 
are  printed  in  black 
on  creamy- white  paper,  and  replace  the  old 
well-known  "  arms ''  stamps. 

Ceylon. — We  alluded  in  our  last  to  a 
forthcoming  series  with  value  in  cents.  Pre- 
paratory to  its  issue,  says  our  Birmingham 
confrere^  the  existing  issues  have  been  called 
in,  and  among  the  adhesives  found  at  out- 
lying post-offices  are  a  few  of  the  unattain- 
able 2s.  nnperforate. 
The  stamps  surcharged  **  Service,"  though 
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prepared,  were  never  used ;  a  case  containing 
them  lies  in  the  post-office,  and  they  are  now 
to  be  destroyed. 

Spain. — Mr.  Ysasi  informs  us  he  has  heard 
from  Madrid,  that  the  post-office  is  busy 
printing  off  the  supply  of  the  new  postage 
stamps,  but  that  they  will  not  be  ready  for 
another  four  months  !  Senor  Manuel  Prua 
de  Figneroa  writes  that  they  will  not  be 
issued  for  several  months. 

Sierra  Leonb. — The  handsome  and  soli- 
tary stamp  which  has  so  long  represented 
this  colony  in  our  albums,  is,  we  are  in- 
formed, to  be  replaced  by  a  series  consisting 
of  live  values :  Id.,  2d.,  3d.,  Gd.,  1/-.  This 
information  comes  from  an  official  source. 

Luxembourg. — The  4  centimes  stamp  is 
now  printed  of  a  bright  green.  This  is  a 
change  for  the  better,  as  it  serves  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  1  centime,  to  which  it 
formerly  bore  a  close  resemblance. 

Canada. — Wo  have  received  by  the  last 
mail  specimens  of  a  new  G  cents  brown  of 
the  small  size.  It  is  printed  of  a  warm  tint, 
and  is  as  effective  as  its  congeners. 

Spanish  Colonies. — A  new  series,  issued 
on  1st  January,  is  announced,  but  details  are 
wanting. 

PAPERS  FOR  BEGHNNERS.— No.  XVII. 

BY  OVERT  TAYLOB. 
EUROPE. 

THE  DANUBIAN  PRINCIPALITIES: 

It  is  with  the  greatest  diffidence  that  I 
enter  on  the  task  of  discussing  the  stamps 
of  Moldavia,  and  I  should  have  preferred  to 
omit  all  notice  of  them  but  for  the  recent 
arrival  of  documentary  evidence,  which  lifts 
the  history  of  the  early  issues,  to  some  ex- 
tent, out  of  the  shroud  of  conjecture  in  which 
it  was  previously  enveloped ;  and  in  pre- 
senting the  conclusions  I  have  ventured  to 
draw  from  the  facts  before  me,  I  beg  it  may 
be  understood  that  I  do  so  with  all  possible 
reserve,  and  shall  willingly  accept  the  emen- 
dations of  philatelists  who  may  have  made 
these  stamps  the  objects  of  special  study. 
For  my  own  part,  I  had  long  since  "  given 
up  "  the  first  Moldavian  series,  in  respect  of 
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which  the  principal  doubts  arise,  as  a  nnt 
which  I  could  not  crack,  and  my  opinioo 
was  confirmed  on  obaerving  that  even  Ur. 
Magnns,  whiUt  giring  a  ciirofnl  anatjBis  of 
all  the  kuown  types  of  the  stamps  of  that 
series,  coald  form  but  comptiratively  vagne 
conjectures  as  to  their  respective  valae.* 
The  official  documenls,  however,  above  re- 
ferred to,  and  pnblishdd  by  M.  Moons,  in  7<e 
Timbre-P'irie  for  1871,  throw  lighton  several 
points  of  the  first  importance,  and  by  their 
aid,  it  will,  I  trust,  be  possible  to  delermine, 
with  tolerable  eiactness,  the  facts  connected 
with  the  emission  of  the  two  series.  Let  ns, 
however,  begin  by  ascertaining  what  was 
the  state  of  our  knowledge  of  the  first  series 
before  the  arrival  of  these  documents,  aftnr 
premising  that  that  series  was  composed  of 
the  four  following  values  : — 

27  paras,  black  on  ntc  paper. 
64     „     bloc  to  bluiBh-KTcen.  on  Erreniah  paper. 
81     „  ,.  on  pale  blue     „ 

108     „  „  on  rose  tuit«l  „ 


The  designs  being  here  represented,  no  de- 
scription of  them  is  necessary,  further  than 
to  say  that  the  impressions  were  haudBtmck 
in  a  random  manner. 

The  earliest  mention  I  find  of  any  of  these 
stamps  is  at  p.  76  of  the  first  volume  of  The 
Slump-CoUeclor'a  Magazine.  Dr.  Vinerthere 
refers  to  the  existence  of  a  tradition  of  an 
early  issue  of  Moldavians,  and  in  confirmation 
of  it  states  that  two  years  previouely  (1861) 
he  saw  the  three  higher  values  (which  he 
describes)  in  a  Parisian  collection.  Prior  to 
this.  Mount  Brown,  in  the  first  edition  of  his 
list,  bad  noticed  a  mythical  62  paras,  but 
had  omitted  it  from  the  succeeding  two.  In 
bis  fourth  edition,  which  appeared  not  long 
afler  Dr.  Viner's  notice,  the  54,  81,  and  108 
paras  were  included ;  and  in  August,  1863, 

■  [We  Imve  reamn  to  Ibink  thnt  the  learned  dootor's 
opinion  now  rniutidi.'s  nith  (bat  whicb  Ur.  Taylor 
eipn^racB. — En,] 


the  late  Mr.  Stockall,  of  Liverpool,  for  the 
first  time,  advertised  the  three  stamps,  ud- 
used,  for  5/6.  No  attempt  was  made,  at  thnt 
time,  to  gain  any  definite  information  re- 
specting them,  and,  indeed,' no  farther  notice 
was  taken  of  them,  until,  in  the  Beoond  vol. 
of  The  Slamp-Colleclor'a  Mngatine,  Dr.  Viner, 
at  the  close  of  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
principalities,  remarks  of  the  tbree  higher- 
value  stamps  (p.  109),  that  "whether  cur- 
rent, remainders,  or  reprints,  they  can  yet 
be  procured  nncancelled  from  the  poat-office 
of  Jassy  ;  "  adding,  "  we  must  take  it  fur 
granted  that  tbe  postal  officials  there  do  not 
forgo  their  own  stamps ;  bnt  being  one  of 
tbe  few  individuals  fortnnate  enough  to 
possess  a  gennine  postmarked  specimen  of 
these  emissions,  very  rare  in  that  state,  we 
must  say  tbe  discrepancy  is  so  great  as 
totally  to  preclnde  tho  possibility  of  their 
having  been  stamped  from  the  same  die. 
This  cannot  proceed,  as  in  the  instance  of 
the  Corrientes,  local  Melbonme,  ^.,  from 
the  engraver  having  made  several  designs  on 
one  plate,  the  stamps  of  the  Dnnabian  prin- 
cipalities then  and  now  being  individnally 
and  irregularly  handstamped." 

Here  the  key-note  of  scepticism  was  struck, 
and  with  great  accuracy,  too,  as  we  sball 
hereafter  see ;  and  it  is  also  noticeable  that 
at  the  time  these  observations  were  written, 
nothing  was  known  of  the  date  of  emission. 
A  short  time  afterwards,  however,  M.  Rondot, 
in  the  Magai'ai  Piitortaque,  ai^ed  that  the 
use  of  postage  stamps  was  introduced  inU> 
Moldavia  in  1854,  and  professed  to  have 
seen  letters  of  1855  bearing  stamps  of  the 
,  first  iasae.  This  conjecture  was  forthivith 
adopted  by  all  the  catalogue-makers,  and  re- 
mained uncontested  nntil  recently  proved  ta 
be  erroneous.  At  that  point  matters  rested, 
and  no  fresh  researches  were  made  into  tbe 
history  of  the  stamps  until  Dr.  Magnus  took 
them  in  hand,  and,  towards  the  close  of  ISGi, 
published,  in  Le  Timbre- Paste,  the  minute 
and  laborious  analysis  of  the  various  known 
types,  which  was  reprinted  in  the  1868 
volume  of  thia  journal.  He  therein  enume- 
rates no  leas  than  five  types  of  each  of  the 
three  higher  valaea,  hut  plainly  states  that 
bo  does  not  make  a  point  of  guaranteeing 
their  authenticity ;  a&d,  in  concluding  hu 
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ardole,  he  says,  "  The  counterfeits  are  cer- 
tainly very  numeroas,  and  we  fully  admit 
our  inability  to  distinguish  them."  The 
learned  doctor  invited  criticism  and  further 
details,  but  all  ho  received  was  a  brief  notice 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Pemberton,  in  which  the 
latter  states  that  among  the  Hve  types  are 
some  which  he  had  always  considered  as 
forgeries,  beyond  a  doubt,  but  that,  in  his 
opinion,  that  was  a  matter  of  no  momenb; 
*^  the  acknowledged  forgeries  being  quite  as 
valuable  as  the  venj  dubious  originals." 

In  the  autumn  of  1868  the  27  paras 
stamp  was  discovered,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  only  one  copy  has,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, been  found.  It  may,  however,  be 
useful  to  remind  my  readers,  en  passant, 
that  Mr.  Engelhardt  Fohl  has  a  largo  supply 
of  forged  specimens,  for  which  a  couple  of 
gnineas  each,  are,  in  his  estimation,  not  too 
much. 

In  1870  Mons.  Moens  obtained,  throuj^h  a 
correspondent,  information  from  an  official 
eoarce  of  the  true  date  of  issae  of  the  first 
series,  together  with  other  particulars,  to 
which  allusion  will  hereafter  be  made  in  the 
proper  place.  Finally  he  received,  and, 
in  the  last  volume  of  Le  Timbre-Poste, 
published  the  translation  of  the  govern- 
ment orders  and  correspondence  respecting 
the  first  and  second  series,  and  to  these  we 
now  turn  for  information. 

The  first  impulse  towards  postal  progress 
was  given  by  a  memorial,  prepared  by  Prince 
Demetrius  Cantacuzen,  probably  by  govern- 
ment order,  in  which  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
form, not  only  in  the  letter  rates,  but  also  in 
the  mode  of  transport  was  advocated.  The 
exact  date  of  this  memorial  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  referred  to  in  theorder  of  11th  July, 
1858,  No.  6313  (which,  together  with  all  the 
other  documents,  are  annexed  to  the  present 
in  the  form  of  an  appendix,  that  my  readers 
may  study  them  for  themselves),  and  we 
may  assume  that  it  was  presented  in  the 
spring  of  that  year.  It  received  the  appro- 
l)ation  of  the  Moldavian  Administrative 
Council,  and  of  the  Prince  Ca'im  Mekam 
(the  Deputy  Grand  Vizier),  and  a  new  tarifi* 
was  projected  in,  or  sprung  from  it,  con- 
sisting of  the  following  rates : — 


For  small  letters  [whatever  they  might  be],  and  for  a   • 
distance  of  I  to  8  posts  (9  to  70  miles),     27  parsa. 
For  small  letters  for  a  greater  distance,  54      ,, 

For  "large"  letters,  -  '  -  81      „ 

For  registered  letters  [letters  with  a  receipt]   108      „ 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  elementary 
postal  system  which  it  succeeded,  this  new 
tariff  can  scarcely  have  been  a  great  advance 
on  its  predecessor,  and,  as  we  shall  see  later 
on,  it  did  not  long  remain  in  force,  but  it 
sufficed  to  occasion  the  issue  of  the  first 
series  of  Moldavian  stamps. 

The  first  document,  in  order  of  date,  which* 
refers  to  these  stamps  is  a  letter  dated  the 
Ist  May,  1858,  and  addressed  by  the  post- 
master to  the  finance  minister,  in  which  ho 
sets  forth  the  necessity  of  preparing  stamps 
in  accordance  with  the  4th  paragraph  of 
the  new  postal  regulations.  Whether  this 
was  merely  a  formal  request  on  the  part 
of  the  postmaster,  or  was  really  the  con- 
sequence of  his  perception  of  an  oversight, 
is  not  a  point  of  much  importance  ;  we  are 
more  concerned  with  the  second  state  paper, 
dated  1st  July,  1858,  and  consisting  of  a 
letter  from  the  finance  minister,  Balche,  to  a 
personage  described  in  the  Belgian  trans- 
lation as  M,  le  Secretaire  de  V Atelier  da 
Timbre,  and  whom  I  venture  to  describe,  for 
want  of  a  better  term,  as  superintendent  of 
the  stamp  (printing)  office.  The  minister 
thereby  nolifies  his  subordinate  of  the  de- 
cision taken  by  the  government  to  issue 
stamps  of  the  above  four  values,  and  then 
adds,  that  "  to  give  it  effect  the  finance  de- 
partment had  prepared  the  necessary  seals 
[or  dies],  of  the  number  of  four"  which  he 
therewith  transmits  to  him ;  and  he  instructs 
the  superintendent,  with  them,  to  strike  off  at 
once  24,000  stamps,  composed  as  follows : — 

6000  of  the  27  paras 
10,000      „      54     „ 
2000      „      81 


6000 


» 


>> 


108 


♦1 


» 


This  done,  the  dies  were  to  be  returned  to 
the  department. 

Upon  the  11th  of  July  5984  handstruck 
stamps  of  all  values  were  ready,  and  were  on 
that  day  forwarded  to  the  post-office  by  the 
finance  minister,  accompanied  by  the  minute 
No.  6313,  advising  them  and  directing  the 
post-office  to  commence  the  issue  on  the  15//a 
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Juhj,  which  is  thns  authoritatively  6xod  as  the 
date  of  issue.  The  5984  stamps  were  all  that 
the  stamp  superinteudeut  could  prepare  be- 
tween the  Ist  and  11th  July,  and  the  product 
of  these  eight  or  nine  days  manual  labour  looks 
ridiculously  small,  when  compared  with  the 
results  given  by  typographic  stamp-printing 
machines  in  more  civilized  countries.  But 
between  the  sounding  official  formalities  and 
their  effect  in  the  shape  of  an  issue  of  24,000 
postage  stamps,  there  is  the  same  disparity, 
and  half  the  errors  in  connection  with  this 
first  series  have  arisen  from  the  difficulty  of 
conceiving  the  possibility  of  such  rough  pro- 
ductions having  been  otherwise  than  in- 
formally struck  at  random. 

However,  duly  ushered  into  circulation,  as 
we  have  seen  it  really  was,  the  first  series 
became  an  accomplished  fact.  In  the  four 
days  intervening  between  the  last  finance- 
office  letter  and  the  actual  emission,  the 
stock  was,  we  may  assume,  distributed 
among  the  country  offices.  Very  soon  after- 
wards, however,  the  new  postal  tariff  was 
found  to  work  unsatisfactorily.  In  Sep- 
tember a  revised  system  was  proposed  and 
adopted,  and  on  the  1st  November  the  initial 
series  was  withdrawn,  after  a  currency  of  just 
three  morUJut  and  a  half.  On  the  26th  Feb- 
ruary, 1859,  an  inventory  was  taken  of  the 
stock  of  stamps  of  this  series  remaining  on 
hand  "  in  the  deceased  cashier's  safe,"  and 
there  were  returned  to  the  finance  minister 
(with  a  promise  that  the  account  should 
shortly  be  handed  to  him)  the  following 
quantities,  viz., — 

3,432  stamps  of  108  paras 
1,307        „  81      „ 

5,244        „  54 


2,325 


»» 


I) 


>> 


» 


12,308 

Therefore,  on  deducting  these  numbers  from 
those  of  the  original  supply,  as  ordered,  it 
results  that  there  were  issued  out  of  stock — 

3,G75  stamps  of  27  paras. 
4,756         „  54 

693        „         81 
2,568        „       108 


>} 


>» 


or  rather  less  than  half  the  supply  printed 
for  a  year's  consumption. 

Moldavia.— Post  and  Diligence  Office.— No.  975. 

1858,  Ut  May. 
Honoured  Chief  of  the  Finance  DeparttHeni, 

Besides  wbat  has  been  put  in  force  purenant  to  the 
new  postal  regulations,  and  the  refonn  of  the  diligener«« 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  stamps,  of  graduated  pric»», 
should  be  issued,  conformably  to  the  4th  paingraph  of  t!w 
instructions  concerning  the  transport  of  letters,  which 
says, — **  For  the  naynient  of  letters  there  shall  be  intro- 
duced stamps  of  the  Talue  of  27  paras,  5i  paras,  81  pani-s 
and  108  paras,  treasury  currency.  These  stamps  shall  be 
sold  in  the  places  where  revenue  stamps  are  kept,  and  in 
the  post-offices;  the  said  stamps  shall  be  stuck  on  the 
letters,  pursuant  to  the  tariff,  according  tP  the  weight  and 
the  distance."  This  being  submitted  to  the  honoured 
chief  of  the  department,  he  is  requested  to  arrange  for  the 
fabrication  and  delivery  of  the  stamps  in  such  manner  m 
he  may  deem  best. 

(Signed)        The  Director,  V.  GEIGORIOU. 


Finance  Office.— No.  6896.— 1868,  July  1st. 
M.  le  Secretaire  de  r Atelier  du  Timbre^ 

According  to  the  postal  and  diligence  reguladonK, 
approved  by  the  Council,  and  sanctioned  bv  H.  E.  Ihe 
Pnnce  Caimacam,  it  has  been  decided  that,  for  the  pav- 
ment  of  postage,  there  shall  be  introduced  stamps  of  the 
values  fixed  by  the  tariffs,  after  a  scale  of  weignt,  which 
are  27,  64,  81,  and  108  paras,  treasury  currency.  To 
that  effect  the  department  has  had  prepared  the  neoeasary 
seals,  of  the  number  of  four,  which  it  sends  you,  re- 
questing you  to  make  for  the  present  a  supply  of  24,000 
stamps,  divided  as  follows : — 

6,000  stamps  of  27  paras. 
10,000        „         64 
2,000        „         81 
6,000        „       108 

The  paper,  and  other  necessary  articles  for  this  operation, 
you  will  obtain  at  the  post-office,  according  to  the  ap- 
proved specification;  vou  will  prepare  the  prescribed 
number  of  stamps  in  tne  shortest  possible  time,  and  you 
will  deliver  them  to  this  department,  sending  the  seaU 
with  them. 

(Signed)        The  Minister,  BALCHE. 


Total,  11,692 


Finance  Office.— No.  6313.— 1858,  July  let. 

To  the  Postal  Administration. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  communicated  (Xo. 
2663)  to  this  department  the  memorial  prepared  by  Pnnce 
Demetrius  Cantacuzen,  for  the  accomplishment  of  ths 
project,  which  has  been  found  indispensable,  relating  to 
the  postal  and  diligence  service.  The  memorial  havinr 
received  the  approval  of  the  Administrative  Council,  and 
this  latter  having  submitted  it  to  H.  E.  the  Prince 
Caimacam,  it  has  been  decided,  inter  alia,  that  stamps  of 
different  values  shall  be  issued,  to  be  used  by  the  pablie 
for  the  prepayment  of  its  letters.  It  has  furthennon 
been  decidea  that  the  stamps  should  be  printed  in  the 
stamp- office,  pursuant  to  the  estimate  of  your  ad- 
ministration or  the  quantity  necessary  for  one  year's  con- 
sumption.   According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  thi- 
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Front  and  Back  Sheets. 

The  portion  of  cardboard  betmreen  these 
four  lines  to  be  cut  out. 


IL 
Middle  Sheet.    Shaded  portions  to  be  cut  out. 
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Front  vie-w,  shewing  arrangement  of  Envelopes. 
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nid  office  (No.  62),  tho  following  stamps  have  been  re- 
ceived, to  the  number  of  5,984,  namely, 

992  27  para  stamps. 

992  54 

480  81 

3,a20  108 


Total    5,984 

This  department  transmits  them  to  the  post-office,  that  it 
may  arrange  for  their  employment,  confomuibly  to  the 
po^al  regulations,  and  the  memorial  above  referred  to, 
oeginning  on  the  15th  July  instant.  The  department 
claims  a  receipt  for  the  stamps  immediately. 

(Signed)        The  Minister,  BALCUE. 


Post  and  Diligence  Administration. — No.  548. 

1859,  Feb.  26.—Ja$8y. 

To  the  If  OH.  the  Finance  Minister. 

On  opening  the  safe  of  the  defunct  04i«hier,  Nicholas 
Costin,  there  wen*  found  the  following  old  and  un- 
serviceable stamps,  viz. :  — 

3,432  of  the  108  paras 
1.307       „      81 
5.244       „      54 
2,3-25       „      27 


12,308  stamps. 

(«y,  twelve  thousand,  three  hundred,  and  eight  stamps), 
which  are  sent  to  the  hon.  minister  pending  the  pre- 
paration of  the  account,  which  will  bt^  submitted  to  liim, 
and  of  the  rwwption  of  which  the  adminii^tration  solicits 
an  acknowledgment. 

The  Postmaster,  C.  TUI.RURE. 

The  Controller,    J.  BOG  DAM. 

(To  be  continue Jj. 


PLAN  FOR  MOUNTING  ENVELOPES. 

(illustrated  with  diagrams.) 

Ik  our  impression  for  Jane  last  we  inserted 
an  article  written  by  a  very  eiiliglitened 
American  collector,  Mr.  Tiffany,  and  reprint- 
ed from  our  New  York  contemporary.  To- 
wards the  end  of  that  article  Mr.  Tiffany 
describes  his  plan  for  mounting  envelopes, 
and  be  has  since  been  good  enough  to  prepare 
for  us,  at  considerable  trouble  we  are  sure,  a 
model  of  a  page  of  bis  envelopes  on  a  scale 
of  2^  in.  square.  This  we  now  reproduce  in 
the  four  annexed  diagrams,  as  we  think  it  is 
well  worthy  of  being  studied,  and  a  mere 
written  description  would  not  fully  convey 
to  the  mind  the  exact  method  employed. 

The  mount  is  composed  of  three  sheets  of 
cardboard,  or  it  would,  perhaps,  be  more 
correct  to.  say  of  two  frames  and  a  sheet 
between  them.  The  diagram  No.  1  repre- 
sents (on  the  same  scale  as  the  model)  the 


shape  of  the  back  and  front  sheets ;  and  No. 
2,  of  the  middle  sheet,  which  shows  four 
transverse  slits.  No.  3  gives  a  front  view 
of  the  page,  whence  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
rows  of  envelopes  are  hung  over  the  suc- 
cessive bars  of  the  middle  sheet,  and  that  the 
bottoms  of  the  envelopes  are  turned  under 
and  kept  in  their  places  by  the  next  line. 
The  back  view  of  the  sheet  further  illustrates 
the  arrangement,  and  at  the  same  time^ 
demonstrates  the  facility  it  affords  for  tho 
examination  of  the  flaps.  The  three  sheets 
are  lightly  but  firmly  gummed  together  by 
the  top  and  bottom  edges ;  a  linen  hinge  with 
eyelets  at  each  end  runs  along  the  back,  and 
behind  all  is  a  fiy-sheet  of  white  paper,  to 
preserve  the  flaps  of  the  envelopes. 

This  method  seems  to  unite  the  advantages 
of  extreme  neatness,  due  prominence  to  tho 
envelopes,  and  perfect  security ;  besides 
which  the  sheets  thus  arranged  would  not 
cause  a  properly  bound  book  to  bulge  in  the 
least.  It  has,  it  is  true,  one  drawback,  which 
is  shared  by  all  the  really  good  methods,  viz., 
that  it  is  expensive  to  get  made,  and  it 
would  take  considerable  time  to  inake  at 
home,  but  the  result  is  well  worth  the  cost 
or  trouble.  We  do  not  know  how  Mr.  Tiffany 
proceeds,  but  we  should  think  the  best  plan 
would  be  to  get  two  deal  boards — one  of  the 
size  of  the  rectangle  which  has  to  be  cut 
out  of  the  exterior  sheets  in  order  to  turn 
them  into  frames  for  the  middle  one,  the  other 
with  transverse  slits  in  it ;  it  would  then  only 
be  necessary  to  lay  them  on  the  cards,  and  cut 
out  accordingly;  by  this  means  a  consider- 
able number  might  be  prepared  in  a  short 
space  of  time.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  each  sheet  would  be  complete  in  itself, 
and  might  be  kept  in  a  drawer  or  portfolio, 
pending  the  preparation  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  form  a  volume — if,  indeed,  it  bo 
necessary  to  bind  them. 

Postal  Delays  in  India. — A  good  story  comes  to  us 
from  Kashmir,  and,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  a  tnie  one.  One 
day  no  letters  were  distributed  at  Srinnugger,  and  anxious 
inquirers  at  the  post-office  could  obtain  no  information  or 
redress.  At  length  an  official  circular  came  round  to  all 
the  residents,  stating  that  as  an  English  officer  had 
severely  thrashed  the  postmaster  that  morning,  this 
functionary  was  disabled  by  bis  wounds  from  discharging 
his  duties,  and  no  letters  would  be  issued  until  his 
recovery. —Calcutta  Englishman, 


26 


THE  STAMP-OOLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE: 


FIJI  AND  THE  FIJIANS. 


BY  THE  EDITOB. 


Not  manj,  perhaps,  of  our  readers  as  yet 
have  become  possessors  of  specimens  of  the 
Fijian  stamps;  they  are  still  bat  new  and 
little-known  arrivals  of  very  unattractive 
and  almost  suspiciously  plain  appearance,  but 
they  form,  nevertheless^  a  veritable  emission 
which  has  been  brought  out  under  the 
auspices  of  King  Thakombau  and  his  Council, 
and  they  are  certainly  a  striking  sign  of  the 
times. 

But  a  few  years  back  the  Fiji  group  was 
known  only  as  the  abode  of  a  cannibal  race, 
and  even  now  the  practice  of  making  away 
with  their  enemies'piecemeal  is  still  in  voguo 
among  the  interesting  Fijians.  Better  days, 
however,  are  dawning  upon  the  islands,  and 
if  their  inhabitants  can  only  live  through  the 
trying  ordeal  of  civilisation,  they  may  yet 
take  rank  with  their  neighbours  of  Hawaii 
as  polished  Polynesians. 

The  Fiji  islands  number  two  hundred  in 
all,  of  which  the  majority  are  inhabited. 
The  principal  one,  named  Ovalau,  is  but  1780 
miles  from  Sydney,  and  is  surrounded  by  a 
stupendous  reef,  through  which  an  opening 
only  500  yards  wide  leads  to  the  bay  on 
whose  beach  is  built  the  town  of  Levuka. 
The  island  is  remarkably  beautiful ;  craggy 
ridges  rise  abruptly  from  the  shore  to  a 
height  of  2000  feet,  clothed  with  dense 
vegetation,  except  where  bare  peaks  and 
precipices  appear  among  the  foliage.  As 
for  the  town  itself,  it  cannot  as  yet  lay  much 
claim  to  be  considered  picturesque  or  attrac- 
tive ;  its  most  remarkable  feature  being  its 
hotels,  in  which  the  ne'er-do-weels  of  the 
settlement  gamble  away  their  time,  week  in 
week  out.  There  are  no  streets,  properly  so 
called,  and  sanitary  reform  is  a  thing  as  yet 
undreamt  of,  the  refuse  of  the  place  being 
thrown  out  on  the  beach,  which  is  thus 
rendered  at  once  unsightly  and  ill-smelling. 
Among  the  other  islands  the  principal  are 
Bau,  on  which  the  king  usually  resides,  Viti- 
levu,  and  Likuri,  all  capable  of  high  cultiva- 
tion, and  likely  to  furnish  at  no  distant  period 
a  considerable  supply  of  cotton. 

The  people,  taken  altogether,  are  as  rough 
and    barbarous  a  lot  as   any  enthusiastic 


philanthropist  could  wish  to  try  his  hand  en. 
Their  wants  are  few ;  the  earth  yields 
sufficient  harvest  for  them  without  requiring 
any  preliminary  tickling  with  a  hoe,  and  in 
the  waters  around  fish  are  always  abundint 
But  this  practical  immunity  from  toil  brings 
with  it  its  curse;  the  white  men  who  go 
amongst  them  cannot  get  them  to  labour 
systematically,  or  for  any  length  of  time,  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  that,  like  the  aborigines  uf 
Australia,  the  race  is  gradually  shrivelling 
up.  The  men  take  but  little  care  of  them- 
selves, and  are,  consequcmtly,  a  prey  to 
epidemics ;  whilst  the  women,  in  search  of 
fish — a  pursuit  which  is  with  tliem  a  passion 
— expose  themselves  at  all  seasons  of  tbo 
year  with  the  most  injurious  results.  Very 
frequently  for  most  of  the  night  they  are  to 
bvj  found  in  companies  upon  the  reefs  fishing 
by  torchlight,  wading,  swimming  about,  and 
shivering  with  the  cold,  and  nothing  but  a 
sickness  which  confines  them  to  the  house 
will  deter  them  from  their  pleasure.  The 
results  of  these  practices  are  a  diminution  in 
the  birth  rate  and  an  augmentation  in  the 
(feath  rate.  There  are  four  deaths  for  every 
birth.  In  one  district  there  were  ten  years 
ago  800  people ;  throe  years  ago  in  the  same 
district  the  inhabitants  could  not  muster 
400.  Such  startling  statistics  point  the  way 
to  certain  extinction,  if  the  practices  which 
give  rise  to  them  be  continued,  and  the 
introduction  of  fire-water  is  hardly  needed  to 
complete  the  work. 

That  a  people  so  low  in  the  social  scale 
should  possess  a  king  and  a  constitution 
must  seem  at  first  sight  strange,  but  it  finds 
its  explanation  in  the  advent  of  the  white 
man.  There  are  some  three  thousand 
scattered  over  the  islands,  and  a  tenth  of 
their  number  is  congregated  at  Levaka. 
The  leading  men,  as  a  matter  of  course,  have 
gained  an  influence  over  old  king  Thakombau, 
and  impressed  him  with  the  necessity  of 
establishing  law  and  order  with  their  usual 
accompaniments,  taxes.  There  was  a  prece- 
dent to  go  by  in  the  establishment  of  a 
constitution  in  the  Sandwich  Islands ;  that 
constitution  was  accordingly  introduced  into 
Fiji  some  four  years  ago,  and  Thakombau 
crowned  king  at  the  same  time  with  much 
ceremony ;  but  it  was  never  kindly  taken  to 
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by  the  people,  and  it  fell  into  abeyance.  Now 
it  has  again  been  revived,  and  an  executive 
coDDcil  of  seven  formed,  five  being  white 
settlers  and  two  natives.  How  it  will  work 
remains  to  be  seen,  bnt  certainly  the  Fijian 
powers  that  be  will  have  no  light  work  to 
do,  for  thej  will  have  to  govern  a  people 
wliicb,  it  is  calculated,  are  split  up  into  a 
IhoDsand  tribes,  each  small  village  of  one  or 
two  hundred  inhabitants  usually  boasting  of 
two  or  three,  besides  which  king  Thakombau 
has  to  connt  with  the  whites,  who  are  a 
formidable  and  motley  set,  comprising  not  a 
few  men  who  are  under  a  cloud  for  one 
reason  or  another. 

l*he  really  respectable  settlers  (merchants 
and  planters)  are  the  greatest  support  of  his 
aathority,  and  they  form  the  aristocracy  of 
Levaka,  the  leading  men  amongst  them 
having  each  his  house  of  business  on  the 
beach  and  his  residence  on  the  hills  behind. 
To  know  them  is  accounted  an  honour,  and 
visitors  to  the  island  find  in  their  houses  a 
welcome  as  hearty  and  pleasant  as  it  is  homely. 
Behind  them,  however,  come  the  men  who, 
as  our  authority  for  the  present  description 
quaintly  puts  it,  have  *'made  themselves 
conspicuous  elsewhere,"  and  who  brazen  out 
their  claims  to  a  position  in  Fiji;  whilst 
behind  these  again  comes  the  crew  of 
lounging  adventurers,  who  always  flock  to 
semi-civilized  places — men  who  will  not  work, 
and  men  who  would  work  if  they  could  find 
employment.  Such  men  as  these  latter  are 
likely  to  throw  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  orderly  government  of  the  island. 
The  more  reckless  among  them  will  probably 
resist  when  taxes  come  to  be  levied,  and  a 
collision  and  bloodshed  may  possibly  ensue. 
Besides  this,  the  division  of  the  people  into  a 
multitude  of  tribes  destroys  the  sentiment  of 
nationality,  and  must  be  a  fruitful  source  of 
opposition.  It  is  true  that  Thakombau  has 
the  character  of  being  a  shrewd,  determined 
man,  and  when  be  appeared  before  the 
people  of  Levuka  to  publicly  announce  the 
formation  of  the  ministry  he  was  attended 
by  a  body-guard  of  fifty-five  athletic  men, 
armed  with  breech-loading  rifles;  still  all 
his  energies  will  be  required  if  he  is  to  render 
his  anthoritv  general  and  undisputed. 

In  June  last  a  tribe  called  the  Lavoni,  in 


the  interior  of  Ovalau,  was  in  open  rebellion, 
and  the  king  brought  over  600  men  from 
another  island  to  attack  them.  His  troops 
were  victorious,  and  marched  past  Man  ton's 
hotel,  in  Levuka,  brandishing  a  human  arm 
and  hand  at  the  end  of  a  spear.  Whether 
these  were  all  the  fruits  of  victory  does  not 
appear,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  war  against 
the  Lavoni  is  carried  on  in  a  very  slow  way. 
It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  the 
600  men  above  referred  to  represent  the 
sum  total  of  the  king's  military  forces;  he  is 
said  to  have  several  thousand  men  under  his 
orders,  and  it  is  alleged  that  the  operations 
against  the  Lavoni  are  only  intended  to  mask 
his  preparations  for  the  more  serious  contest 
which  is  likely  to  take  place  between  him 
and  an  ambitious  Tonga  chief,  named  Maafu, 
who  rules  some  of  the  windward  islands. 
Maafu  is  believed  to  cast  a  longing  eye  on 
the  richer  islands  governed  by  Thakombau, 
and  the  latter — quite  a  barbarian  Moltke  in 
his  way — concentrates  his  forces,  in  antici- 
pation of  a  declaration  of  war  from  his  rival. 

Such  is  the  latest  political  bulletin  from 
Fiji,  but  since  it  was  written  we  have  seen  it 
suggested  that,  in  consequence  of  the  murder 
of  the  devoted  Bishop  Patteson,  the  Fiji 
group  ought  to  be  annexed  by  England,  and 
summarily  civilised,  a  course  which  would 
probably  result  in  another  "little  war"  of 
the  New  Zealand  type. 

The  source  of  the  native  distrust,  as 
unhappily  exemplified  in  the  occurrence 
above  referred  to,  is  unquestionably  the  kid- 
napping which  goes  on,  not  only  between  the 
various  groups  of  islands  and  some  of  our 
colonies,  but  also  between  these  said  groups 
and  Fiji  itself.  The  planters,  finding  the 
Fijians  will  not  work,  import  labour,  and 
under  this  cloak  the  grossest  crimes  are  com- 
mitted.*    And  yet  in  Fiji  there  is  a  Scotch- 

*  One  Tessel  engaged  in  what  is  really  a  slaye  traffic 
called  at  an  island  where  the  natires  could  not  be  induced 
to  come  on  board,  but  they  were  anxiously  looking  out 
for  Bishop  Patteson.  Thereupon  the  trader  stood  out  to 
sea,  repainted  his  Tessel  to  as  to  make  her  look  like  the 
'*  Soutnem  Cross,"  constructed  a  flag  like  that  carried  by 
the  latter  vessel,  and  again  stood  inshore.  Some  natives 
then  came  xm  board  eagerlj,  were  told  that  Bishop 
Patteson  had  met  with  an  accident  at  another  island  ana 
were  carried  off  to  Fiji. 

Since  the  present  article  has  been  in  tyf>e,  news  has 
been  rcceivea  of  the  murder  of  seyeral  white  men  en- 
gaged in  the  labour  traffic. 
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man,  who,  by  tbe  simple  use  of  kindness  and 
])ersnftsi(>n,  gets  more  hands  than  be  wants 
for  bis  plantation,  and  natives  of  other 
islands  come  over  and  apply  to  be  taken  on 
before  the  season  commences. 

It  will  now  be  interesting  to  watch  tbe 
progress  of  Fiji ;  if  its  rulers  succeed  in 
levelling  up  their  people  they  will  be  doing 
a  great  and  praiseworthy  work,  for  many  are 
tbe  habits  and  prejudices  that  will  have  to 
bo  undermined  before  that  happy  result  can 
be  obtained;  among  others,  that  of  the 
vendetta,  which  obtains  as  much  here  as  it 
ever  did  in  the  wilds  of  Corsica.  Not  merely 
the  man  who  commits  an  outrage  on  another 
is  held  responsible,  and  pursued  by  the 
clansmen  of  the  injured  man,  but  his  whole 
tribe  are  marked  out  for  vengeance  and 
made  to  expiate  his  crimos.  If  the  task  of 
civilising  be  too  difficult  for  the  present 
governors,  some  European  power  will  have 
to  step  in,  either  England  or  another,  and,  at 
whatever  cost,  subject  the  Fijian s  to  the 
necessary  discipline.  Meanwhile  it  is  a 
noticeable  fact,  from  our  special  philatelic 
stand-point,  that  the  Fijian  Council  has 
thought  fit  to  issue  a  series  of  postage 
stamps,  and  the  emission  of  The  Fiji  Times 
set  is  equally  noteworthy.  Respecting  the 
latter,  we  now  know  that  the  English  \ 
consul  "superintended"  the  emission,  but 
we  are  not  in  possession  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  issue  of  the  government 
series. 

We  have  been  able  to  give  some  details 
of  the  islands  and  their  inhabitants,  but 
the  history  of  the  stamps  remains  to  be 
written. 

NOTES  ON  THE  UNITED  STATES 

LOCALS. 

BY  W.  DXJDLEY  ATLEB. 

VL 

EAST   mVKR  POST  OFFICE,   NEW  YORK. 

From  particulars  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  Casey, 
I  am  able  to  give  the  following  history  of  this 
post.  It  was  established  by  Messrs.  Clark 
and  Wilson,  either  in  1850  or  1851.  An 
office  was  opened  at  23,  Avenue  D,  and 
letters  were  received  there  for  the  mails,  as 
well  as  for  city  delivery.     After  being  in 


business  for  about  a  year,  the  original  pro- 
prietors disposed  of  their  concern  to  a  Mr. 
Adler,  who  shortly  afterwards  removed 
across  the  street  to  number  18,  wbere  the 
post  was  carried  on  until  some  few  years 
since,  when  the  government  postal  improve- 
ments drove  Mr.  Adler  from  the  field. 

At  first,  letters  were  simply  band- 
stamped  : — 

EAST   RIVER 

POST  orricB, 

23   AVENUE    D 

either  alone,  or  in  conjunction  witb  paid  in 
large  letters.  Sometimes  this  was  struck  in 
red,  but  more  oft^on  in  black,  to  judge  from 
tbe  very  few  known  specimens. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  tbe  post,  an 
adhesive  was  adopted,  and  this  is  of  priceless 
rarity,  for  I  do  net  believe  a  single  copy  is 
to  be  found  in  any  collection,  either  in  tbe 
States  or  in  Europe.  Its  very  existence 
seems  to  have  been  unknown,  for  no  mention 
of  it  has  been  given  in  any  catalogue  or 
magazine  that  has  appeared  from  the  birth 
of  philately  until  now. 

Mr.  Casey  has  become  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  a  fine  black  proof  on  card- 
board  of  this  scarce  local,  and  this  is  all  (for 
the  present,  at  any  rate)  that  is  known  to  ns 
of  the  earliest  East  River  postage-stamp. 
This  proof  was  obtained  from  ]ii&.  Clark, 
who  discovered  it  in  going  througb  his  old 
papers. 

Tbe  design  consisted  of  a  ship  in  full  sail, 
within  a  circle,  surrounded  by  an  outer 
circle,  inscribed  east  river  p.  o.  23  avenue  d, 
and  with  a  six-pointed  star  at  each  side. 
Below  the  waves  is  the  engraver's  name, 
wbicb  I  refrain  from  giving,  for  fear  of  lend- 
ing aid  to  forgers.  The  stamp  appears  to  be 
from  a  wood-block :  its  execution  is  very 
good. 

Mr.  Clark  is  unable  to  recollect  tbe  colour 
in  which  it  was  issued,  but  Mr.  Adler  is 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  black  on 
brown  paper. 

When  Messrs.  Clark  and  Wilson  sold 
their  business,  Mr.  Adler  bad  another  die  pre- 
pared for  his  own  use.  He  gave  the  com- 
mission to  Mr.  Julius  Bien,  who  lithographed 
a  design  of  the  following  description :  steam 
ship,  sailing  to  left,  with  bast  river  p.  o.  above. 
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and  abreviated  address  below,  all  witbin  a 
traDsverse  single-lined  oval.  Eacb  stamp 
diTide<i  bj  line  of  raling. 

Of  the  stamp  issued  at  23,  Avenue  D,  we 
have  two  distinctly  and  separately  drawn 
types,  and  of  the  later  of  these  two,  there  are 
three  sb'ght  bnt  marked  varieties.  From  Mr. 
Bien  comes  the  assurance,  that  the  stones 
from  whicb  these  early  stamps  were  printed 
are  undoubtedly  destroyed,  for  which  we 
cannot  be  too  thankful. 

The  only  mention  I  can  find  of  these  '*  23  " 
stamps  is  in  M.  Berger-Levrault's  French 
catalogue,  and  in  Timbres  d^ Offices  Amc(icavis 
of  Moens,  wherein  the  name  is  presumably 
collated  from  Levrault.  This  shows  how 
little  is  known  concerning  them.  As  the 
results  of  a  careful  examination,  I  am 
now  able  to  give  an  analytical  account 
of  each  type  emitted  by  Mr.  Adler.  They 
are  ail  printed  in  black  on  green  surfaced 
paper,  varying  from  a  dull  to  a  much 
brighter  tint. 

I.— 23av.  D.  Figure  3  with  flat  head.  The 
whole  execution  comparatively  very  fine ; 
and  upon  the  side  of  vessel  a  distinct  trellis- 
work  pattern.  All  the  letters  in  upper  inscrip- 
tion thin  and  clear.  Funnel  of  steamer  very 
narrow,  not  perceptibly  larger  at  its  opening, 
and  without  any  line  connecting  it  with  the 
side  of  ship.  The  smoke  extends  to  the 
mizzen-mast,  and  is  shown  by  undulating 
lines,  forming  under  R  some  resemblance  to 
the  letter  h.  The  mizzen-mast  slants  towards 
the  left,  and  comes  below  the  space  between 
R  and  p.  Sails  are  done  in  outline  only. 
The  flag  has  no  perceptible  stafi*,  except  the 
line  uniting  it  with  the  stem ;  it  is  entirely 
unshaded, and  almost  a  true  oblong  rectangle, 
broken  in  the  lower  line.  The  sea  reaches 
on  the  right  to  a  level  with  the  end  of  flag, 
and  on  the  left  to  level  of  the  ship's  bow. 
On  the  right  it  is  shown  by  six  horizontal 
lines,  with  an  oblique  line  touching  the  ends 
of  the  four  upper,  and  going  through  the 
two  lower  horizontal  ones.  There  is  less 
space  between  river  and  P.O.  than  between 
EAST  and  RiVEH.  The  top  of  the  first  R  is 
small,  and  badly  proportioned ;  second  R  is 
better  shaped,  but  the  tail  comes  below  the 
line.  This  type  is  a  little  larger  than  any  of 
its  successors. 


II.,  a. — 23.  AV.  D.  Figure  3,  with  rounded 
head.  The  execution  much  poorer  than  in 
I.  Side  of  ship  has  a  solid  appearance,  but, 
with  a  glass,  faint  traces  of  the  trellis  pat- 
tern may  be  discerned.  Funnel  of  ship 
thick,  and  with  well-defined  mouth,  smoke 
from  which  is  composed  of  dots,  extending 
to  and  curling  upwards  boyond  0.  There 
is  an  oblique  line  running  from  the  left  of 
funnel  to  the  side  of  ship.  The  mizzen-mast 
is  straight,  and  comes  to  a  level  with  the 
second  r  in  river.  Some  of  the  sails  are 
shaded.  Flag  more  or  less  solid,  curling 
downwards  to  a  point,  and  fixed  just  below 
the  head  of  staff*.  The  sea  extends  on  the 
right  some  distance  past  the  flag  and  almost 
to  side  of  oval ;  it  is  shown  by  matted  lines 
with  two  wavy  lines  beneath.  On  the  left 
it  is  represented  by  six  long  wavy  lines,  and 
one  short  one,  all  at  about  equal  distance 
from  the  frame.  Upper  lettei*s  are  thick, 
and  the  first  four  of  river  huddled  together. 
Between  river  and  p.  there  is  more  space 
than  between  east  and  river.  In  east  the  s 
is  large  and  misshaped  above,  giving  T  the 
appearance  of  being  lower  than  the  other 
letters. 

n.,  6.-23..  AV.  D.  Two  dots  after  23, 
otherwise  a  worn  state  of  a,  showing  absence 
of  bottom  stroke  to  the  T  in  east. 

II.,  c. — 23.  AV  D.  No  dot  after  av.  Evi- 
dently b  touched  up,  without ,  much  im- 
provement,    s  and  T  of  east  uniform. 

III. — 18  AVE.  D.  Still  poorer  in  every 
detail.  Keel  of  ship  solid,  with  seven  port- 
holes on  left  side  of  paddle-box,  and  six  on 
right.  Funnel  not  so  thick  as  in  II.,  but 
thicker  than  in  I. ;  mouthpiece  scarcely  dis- 
tinguishable. Smoke  represented  by  flaky 
lines,  reaching  to  below  the  period  aft^er  o. 
A  line  from  funnel  to  tbe  side  of  vessel,  but 
specimens  are  known,  in  which,  through 
wear  of  the  stoue,  this  lino  is  absent.  The 
mizzen-mast  is  straight,  and  comes  under  the 
first  stroke  of  R.  Some  of  the  sails  are 
shaded,  and  those  on  the  mizzen-mast  seem 
to  be  furled.  The  flag  is  solid  near  the  stafi*, 
and  seemingly  shaded  towards  the  point, 
which  is  an  acute*  one.  In  most  copies, 
through  heavy  printing,  the  entire  flag  ap- 
pears solid :  it  is  fixed  about  half  way  down 
the  staff*.     The  sea  extends,  on  both  sides. 
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almost  to  the  oval.  It  is  very  indistiDct; 
but  appears  to  consist  of  wavj  lines  on  the 
lefl,  and  matted  lines  on  right.  Upper  in- 
scription of  rather  finer  letters  than  in  II. 
First  B  with  small  top ;  second  better  pro- 
portioned ;  8  deeper  than  the  other  letters. 
The  space  between  east  and  river  is  a  little 
more  than  between  rivee  and  p.  This  tjpo 
is  the  smallest  of  the  three. 

Forgeries. — I  believe  that  counterfeits  exist 
of  the  "  18  "  type  only.  Those  I  have  seen 
have  no  line  connecting  the  funnel  of  the 
steamer  with  the  side,  and  are  much  too 
clearly  drawn. 

I  know  of  two  varieties  of  these  impostures: 
in  one  the  paddle-box  is  very  distinct,  and 
shows  six  wedge-shaped  solid  pieces.  There 
are  ten  port-holes  on  the  left  side,  and  five 
on  the  right.  The  flag  has  a  solid  square  of 
shading  in  the  upper  portion  next  tlie  staff. 
No  dot  after  ave. 

In  the  second  imitation,  the  paddle-box  re- 
sembles the  section  of  half  an  orange.  On 
the  left  are  ten  port-holes ;  on  the  right,  six. 
There  is  a  dot  after  ave,  and  the  flag  is  as  in 
the  previously  named  forgery. 

REVIEWS  or  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The     Fhilatdical     Jiturnal,      Birmingham : 
James  R.  Grant  &  Co. 

This  journal,  of  which  the  first  number  lies 
before  us,  is  brought  out  by  a  newly- 
established  firm  of  stamp  dealers,  and  edited 
by  our  old  friend,  Mr.  E.  L.  Pemberton. 
Uis  name  in  connection  with  it  is  a  guar- 
antee that  the  new  comer  will  be  properly 
and  spiritedly  conducted,  and  of  this  the 
opening  number  gives  fair  promise.  It  is 
well  written  and  well  printed,  and  we  cor- 
dially welcome  it  as  a  cfmfrere. 

The  programme  with  which  it  opens, 
gives,  as  its  raisoii  d'etre^  that  it  will  be  pub- 
lished on  the  1 5th  of  every  month,  and  thus 
break  the  void  between  the  old-established 
magazines.  This  is  not,  perhaps,  a  very 
powerful  reason,  for  no  apology  of  the  kind 
is  really  needed  for  a  publication  whose  ex- 
cellence will  be  its  best  justification ;  but  we 
must  not  bear  too  hard  on  a  programme, 
which  everyone  knows  is  a  most  difficult 
thing  to  write. . 


Among  the  other  temptations  which  it 
offers  to  philatelists  is  that  of  publishing  the 
illustrations  of  the  stamps  in  their  proper 
colours,  following,  in  this  matter,  the  example 
of  the  American  Journal  of  PhUaiely^  and, 
especially  for  very  rare  and  unattainable 
stamps,  these  coloured  engravings  will,  no 
doubt,  be  found  useful,  if  only  the  exact  tint 
of  the  real  stamps  can  bo  reproduced.  Then 
our  "young"  friend  proposes  "to  give 
monthly,  under  the  title  of  '  Cream  of  the 
Magazines,'  a  most  important  condensation 
of  the  contents  of  all  the  leading  stamp 
papers,  so  that  its  subscribers  get  the  benefit 
of  everything  published  elsewhere.*'  We 
confess  we  feel  gratified  at  this  adopUon  of 
the  plan  we  have  for  the  last  three  years 
carried  out  in  our  pages,  in  the  articles  en- 
titled "  Our  Contemporaries,"  for  we  have 
always  believed  that  such  articles,  in  which 
matters  of  varying  importance  can  be  con- 
versationally discussed  in  a  few  sentences, 
are  extremely  useful,  whilst  the  interchange 
of  criticism  acts  as  a  corrective  on  every 
journal  concerned.  We  are  glad,  indeed,  to 
see  the  system  taking  root,  and  to  see  onr 
Birmingham  confi*ere  putting  forward  his 
"  cream  "  as  a  valuable  article ;  but,  in  so 
doing,  it  affords  to  this  magazine  the  means 
of  offering  a  superior  attraction.  Ita  spe- 
ciality will  be  the  cream  of  the  magazines, 
but,  as  we,  in  "  Onr  Contemporaries,"  shall 
be  able  to  review  The  Fhilatdical  Journal,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  leading  stamp  papers, 
we  can  offer  la  crime  de  la  crime. 

Now,  passing  from  the  programme,  we 
come  to  the  first  article,  which,  as  it  would 
not  have  been  difficult  to  predict,  is  by  the 
editor,  and  treats  of  forgeries,  and  how  to 
detect  them.  Mr.  Pemberton  has  taken  the 
highest  honours  in  forgery-detection,  and 
whatever  he  writes  upon  the  subject  is  of 
value.  This  latest  effort  of  his  is  written 
with  his  usual  freshness  and  verve,  and  the 
division  of  forgeries  into  classes  will  admit 
of  unusual  brevity  in  the  descriptions. 

In  the  "  Cream  of  the  Magazines,"  The 
Siamp'CoUector^s  Magazine  "comes  to  Uie 
top,"  but  only  to  be  the  object  of  some  good- 
humoured  criticism  on  the  absence  of  any 
means  of  ascertaining  the  dates  of  the 
separate  numbers  when  they    are    bound. 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


31 


This  is  a  little  matter  which  our  publishers 
will  no  doubt  set  right. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  The  PhU. 
Journal  (we  must  abbreviate)  agrees  with  us 
about  the  German  field-post  cards.  Our 
Brighton  contemporary  stands  up  for  them 
on  strictly  logical  groands ; — they  are  postal, 
therefore  they  ought  to  be  collected.  But, 
Bays  our  new  confrere,  *'  It  is  a  penance  to 
gase  on  them  to  anyone  with  the  slightest 
taste  for  art ;"  and  though  purists  may  cry 
out,  in  that  observation  lies  the  gist  of  the 
matter.  These  field-post  cards  have  come  in 
their  tens  and  their  twenties — had  there  been 
only  one  or  two  it  wouldn't  have  mattered 
ranch — and  they  come  from  one  of  the  fore- 
most of  European  countries.  One  might 
have  accepted  them  from  Madagascar,  as  an 
interesting  evidence  of  social  progress,  and 
carefally  noted  them  ;  but  from  a  European 
state  one  expects  something  better,  some- 
thing worthy  of  the  country  which  issues 
them,  and  the  incongruity  so  impresses  one 
as  to  lead  to  the  reflection — if  that's  all  that 
Germany  chooses  to  offer,  then,  coming  from 
her,  they  are  not  worth  collecting. 

In  the  same  connection,  towards  the  end 
of  the  article,  occur  the  following  remarks 
respecting  Dr.  Magnus*  monograph  in  Le 
Timhre-Poste : — 

Dr.  Ma^us  gives  us  more  of  the  entire  envelope  busi- 
ness; taking  Bavaria  in  this  number,  he  exhibits  a  won- 
derful amount  of  care,  and  a  wearisome  amount  of 
verbosity,  quite  inseparable  from  the  subject,  of  course 
(the  care,  not  the  verbosity)  ;  but,  really,  these  inter- 
minable lists  and  dissections  of  field-post  envelopes  be- 
come, like  a  dietary  of  boiled  veal,  just  a  little  mono- 
tonous and  after  a  few  months  of  either,  we  should  feel 
inclined  to  express  our  intention  of  being  buried  shortly, 
if  the  thing  went  on .  Far  be  it  from  us  to  contradict  any 
statement  of  Dr.  Magnus,  or  to  ndicule  anything  he 
^tes  in  his  own  earnest  and  scientific  manner,  for  so 
Inng  as  he  writes  on  stamps,  so  lon^  shall  we  be  de- 
lighted to  republish,  but  lists  of  these  ridiculous  field-post 
envelopes  are  more  than  we  can  stand ;  they  are  a  waste 
of  lime  to  examine,  chronicle,  or  collect. 

This  is  a  frank  outspoken  protest,  in  which 
we  need  hardly  say  we  quite  coincide. 

Following  this  article  comes  "Novelties, 
Discoveries,  and  Resuscitations,"  and  then, 
"  The  Stamps  of  La  Guaira,"  by  the  Rev. 
R.  B.  Earee,  after  which  appears  "  Our 
Black  List."  In  this  list,  Mr.  Atlee,  fol- 
lowing the  system  we  are  proud  to  have  in- 
augurated, exposes  no  less  than  fifteen  dealers 


in  forged  stamps ;  or  rather,  we  should  say, 
fifleen  addresses,  for  they  appear  to  be  shared 
amongst  some  five  or  six  dealers.  The  Hull 
"  merchants  "  and  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Glas- 
gow, whose  doings  we  lately  discussed,  are 
among  the  number.  With  Mr.  Thompson 
are  mentioned  four  other  dealers : — 

C.  T.  Robinson,  Garnet  Hill  Street,  ^ 

C.  H.  Hill,  Gordon  Street,  ( ru„^^ 

Johnson  &  Ewino,  Elderslie  Place,  ( Glasgow. 

J.  Bell  Gordon,  181,  Crown  Street,  ;. 

They  all  send  out  the  same  kind  of  sheets  ; 
each  of  the  five  sheets  is  numbered  and 
priced  by  the  same  hand,  and  the  vrriiing  on 
each  directed  envelope  is  identical. 

We  are  glad  of  such  an  able  colleague  as 
Mr.  Atlee,  the  writer  of  the  "black  list,"  in 
the  work  of  exposing  the  sellers  of  forgeries, 
and  he  may  at  all  times  count  on  our  as- 
sistance. 

"  Reviews,"  "  Facetice  PhilateliccB,'*  and 
"  Correspondence  "conclude  the  number.  The 
faceticBy  entitled  "  Our  Visit  to  a  Bung  and 
Gargle  Label  Store,"  is  a  clever  hit  at  our 
American  friends,  though  slightly  strained. 
The  correspondence  consists  of  a  very  curious 
letter  from  the  States,  received  by  the  editor, 
which  is  either  a  good  satire  or  a  bad  attempt 
to  swindle,  in  connection  with  pretended 
discoveries  of  Confederate  locals. 

We  have  now  exhausted  our  allotted 
space.  We  give  our  new  confrere  kindly 
greeting ;  wo  shall  be  looking  out  for  him 
about  the  15th  February,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  many  of  our  readers  will  be  on  the 
look  out  also. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

POSTAL  TELEGRAPH  CARDS. 
To  the  Editor  of  ^*  The  SxAMr-CoLLECTOR's  Magazinb." 

Siu,  —Some  of  your  readers  may  be  glad  to  learn  that 
a  postal  telegraph  card  is  to  he  issued.  It  will  be  about 
the  same  size  as  an  ordinary  post  card,  of  a  dark  buff 
colour,  with  an  olive-green  embossed  shilling  stamp  (like 
that  issued  in  1847)  in  the  left  upper  comer,  and  twenty 
spaces  in  which  to  write  the  message.  On  the  back  are 
printed  directions  for  use,  &c.  By  keeping  a  stock  of 
these  cards,  one  can  write  a  telegram  at  any  time  after  the 
post>office  is  closed,  and  slip  it  into  a  pillar-box,  which 
being  cleared  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  the  tele- 

5 ram  will  be  copied  at  the  post-office  and  sent  off  to  Its 
estination  at  6nce. 

Your  obediently. 

Forest  mil.  W.  J.  ir. 
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RUSSIAN  LOCALS.-VALDAI. 
To  the  Editor  of  ^^Tuii  Stamp-Collbctou's  Magazine.** 

Dear  Sir, — ^In  the  January  number  of  your  magazine 
I  saw  described  and  illustrated  the  Uussian  local  stamp 
of  Valdai,  which,  being  divided  by  a  line  into  two  halves, 
shows  in  the  left  one  a  crown,  and  in  the  right  a  peak. 
You  pay  further,  in  the  course  of  its  description,  '*  The 
label  lunts  at  tiie  existence  of  a  mountain;  what  and 
where  is  that  mountain  ?  '*  You  are  perfectly  right  in 
asking  that  question.  The  mountains  do  exist,  and  bear 
the  same  name  as  the  small  town  of  Valdai  and  its  dis- 
trict, whence  the  above  stamp  comes.  The  Valdai  moun- 
tains, about  200  English  miles  long,  50  miles  wid<\ 
situated  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  '^  gouvt  rnement^" 
or  county,  of  Novgorod,  are  the  highest  elevations  in 
Hussia  Proper,  and  it  is  there  that  the  Volga,  Duna, 
Dnieper,  and  other  rivers,  take  their  source. 

The  peak  on  that  label  may  therefore  be  an  intimation 
of  the  geographical  feature  of  the  country,  or  probably 
the  crown,  together  with  the  peak,  may  represent  the 
coat  of  arms  of  that  small  town,  or  rather  the  district  of 
Valdai. 

I  shall  try  to  get  some  more  information  as  to  these 
Russian  locals,  which,  when  obtained,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
communicate  to  you,  if  desirable. 

Trusting  these  remarks  may  prove  of  some  use, 
I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Liverpool  Jt)IIN  SIEWERT. 

( Anoth<>r  eorrespondeiit  wHtcH  us  that  "  the  Vnldal  hillB  lure  about  1200 
fert  in  height,  and.  with  the  exception  of  the  Ural  MoautMlna,  and  a  few 
fminenoee  in  the  Crimoa.  are  aluioet  t)i»  only  hllln  in  European  RuBsia: 
they  have  therefore  attracted  more  attention  than  tbejr  would  haTo 
received  in  a  leas  flat  eouutiy."— Ed.] 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

/  W.  E.  C,  Matlock  Bank.— Many  thanks  for  information 
respecting  the  New  Zealand  stamps  in  the  new  colours. 

C.  M.,  Plymouth. — All  the  large  sixpenuv  Now  South 
Wales  are  from  the  same  dies,  or  casts,  out  there  are  great 
differences  in  the  execution. 

W.  H.  D.,  Great  Grimsby.— The  fact  that  the  ver- 
milion nonny  Nevis  were  not  from  the  s.ime  die  as  the  old 
lukc-rea  has  been  duly  noticed. 

W.  E.  H.,  Grantham. — We  are  obliged  for  manuscript 
copy  of  your  communication  to  The  Philatelist  (of  Jan- 
uary), respecting  the  Trinidad  too-late  stamps. 

li.  W.,  London. — We  do  not  remember  naving  heard 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Indian  government  to  adopt 
the  decimal  system,  though  we  should  not  be  surprised  if 
such  were  the  case,  but  no  step  in  that  direction  has  yet 
been  taken. 

J.  K.  L.,  Cork,  asks  us  to  explain  how  two  Wells 
Fargo,  &  Co.'s  envelopes,  which  ne  found  in  an  Irish 
country  town,  could  have  got  there.  It  is  a  difficult 
question,  but  we  should  think  that  some  one  who  had 
been  in  California,  and  had  received  them,  brought  theih 
over. 

B.  H.,  Braintree. — Your  provisional  9d.  Victorian  was 
noticed  at  p.  104  of  our  last  volume ;  tiie  provisional  South 
Australia  Zd.  has  also  been  duly  catalogued. — The  British 
Guiana,  on  watermarked  paper,  are  accepted  by  all  col- 
lectors.— No  argument  is  ne^ed  to  prove  that  the  head  on 
the  current  Sarawak  stamp  is  that  of  the  present  Bajah  *, 
it  is  a  known  fact. 

A.  W.  S.— The  very  coarsely  litho^phed  20  c.  re- 
public, blue,  respecting  which  you  are  in  doubt,  is  quite 
genuine,  though  but  few  of  this  variety  are  to  be  found. 


We  had  a  portion  of  a  sheet,  purchased  at  a  French  pott- 
office,  of  wnich  all  the  stamps  were  like  yours ;  and  the 
ver}'  first  specimen  of  the  lithographed  series  that  we 
saw  was  one  of  this  kind,  which  we  received  on  a  letter 
from  Laval. 

W.  v.,  Alston,  Cumb. — ^This  gentleman  has  been  a  sub- 
scriber to  our  magazine /rom  its  eomment^metU  ;  and,  on 
remitting  our  publishers  his  subscription  for  the  praent 
year,  he  is  kind  enough  to  express  his  sotisfactiofn  at  its 
appearance.  He  also  encloses  a  letter  on  the  different 
album  systems,  which  we  shall  have  pleasure  in  re- 
producing in  our  next.  Our  old  friend  may  rely  upon  our 
publishers  introducing,  as  often  as  pofludble,  illustrations  of 
rarities,  such  as  those  of  the  Culifomian  envelopes  in  our 
December  number,  with  which  he,  and  many  otiier  of  our 
readers,  were  pleased. 

Jas.  N.  R.,  Scarborough. — ^The  translation  frooi  the 
Opinion  NationaU^  which  you  are  ^ood  enough  to  send, 
is,  in  efi'ect,  the  same  as  we  published  in  our  January 
number — 'I*he  design  described  in  our  July  number  can- 
not really  have  been  used  in  Lorraine,  tnalgre  the  aasertioa 
of  the  war  correspondent  to  whom  you  refer. — The  hlack 
penny  South  African  liepublio  was  noticed  on  page  80  of 
our  tast  volume;  but  we  must  plead  guilty  to  having 
omitted  to  notice  the  lilac  Uigi-Scheideck. — We  have 
handed  your  Admiralty  frank  stamp  to  Mr.  Atlee. —  Your 
KugUbh  4d  ,  with  inverted  gaiter,  is  also  meniioued  by 
another  correspondent  this  month. — Your  informatioa 
that  the  broad-arrow  obliteration  on  the  post  cards  is  used 
exclusively  at  St.  Martin' s-Ie-Grand,  tne  notch  in  ih» 
side  of  the  card  by  the  Manchester  office,  and  the  round 
hole  punched  in  the  centre  stamp  by  that  of  Bradford,  u 
new  and  interesting.  Your  observation  that  the  date- 
stamp  is  nearly  always  struck  over  the  stamp,  and  is  un- 
accompanied with  the  second  obliterating  stamp,  with 
number  and  bars,  is  also  worthy  of  note.  No  douht  the 
cards  are  sorted  and  postmariced  apart  from  the  others, 
only  the  date-stamps,  the  more  important  of  the  two,  l^ing 
used  for  the  cancellation. 

B.  del  C,  Torouay. — We  attach  no  value  whatever  to 
your  **  Lorin  "  o  c.  stamp,  supposed  to  have  been   issued 
by  a  private  office,  during  the  reign  of  the  Commune, 
even  though  ofi*erfd  for  sale  by  M.  Maury.      PriTate 
offices  did  exist,  and  did  a  fair  stroke  of  business,  but  not 
enough  to  necessitate  stamps.    Ihe  proprietors  would  not 
go  to  the  expense  of  printing  them,  whilst  they  could  get 
on  so  well  without  them,  especially  as  they  could    not 
tell,  from  day  to  day,  how  soon  the  insurrection  might 
cease.    We  saw  a  good  many  office-proprietor's  advertise- 
ments in  the  French  papers,  and  placaros  on  French  walls* 
during  the  Commune,  and,  in  none  of  them,  was  it  ever  a 
a  uestion  of  employing  stamps.    No  offices  were  opened  in 
tne  provinces  for  the  sale  of  such  stamps,  the  govenunent 
would  not  have  allowed  it,  and  in  Paris  the  postal  service 
was  performed  by  the  Communist  authorities.    In   H. 
Maury's  circular,  ofiering  private-office  labels,  ^"**^g 
others,  there  are  three  chiflre-taxe  stamps— as  if  a  regular 
system  of  postage  had  been  elaborated  by  the  iasuo^! 
iisid  any  stamps  really  been  issued,  thev  would  be  rerj 
rare  now,  and  the  facial  values  also  would  have  been  high, 
for  the  service  they  would  have  been  supposed  to  purchase 
was  a  risk^r  one ;  but  the  facial  value  of  those  owred  by 
Maury  varies  from  5  to  50  centimes,  and  the  prMent  sell- 
ing price  from  10  to  75  centimes.     The  stamp  you  send 
has,  to  us,  every  appearance  of  being  as  much  got  up  to 
deceive  collectors  as  the  Hamburg  labels,  and  we  hope 
that,  though  they  may  find  a  place  in  the  albums  of  Lallier 
and  Maury,  all  English  collectors  will  have  the  sense  to 
reject  them. 
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NOTES  ON 
THE  LOCALS  OP  CALIFORNIA 

A2YD  TUB 

WESTERN   STATES    OF  AMERICA. 

II. 

hY  EDWARD  L.   PEMBERTON. 

{Continued from  vol.  ix.,  p.  182.) 

It  is  difficult  to  make  a  comnien cement,  or 
to  lay  down  any  plan  of  arrangement,  bat  it 
appears  to  roe  equally  impracticable  to  de- 
scribe alphabetically  or  chronologically;  the 
latter  my  knowledge  will  not  permit  me  to 
do,  whilst  the  former  cannot  be  done  com- 
pletely, owing  to  fresh   information  of  de- 
funct expresses   continually   arriving.      As 
these  franks  are  at  once  divisible  into,  Ist, 
handstamped ;  2nd,  type  set,  or  engraved ; 
8rd,  adhesive;  I  cannot   see  a  better   plan 
than  to  follow  this  simple  and  natural  classi- 
fication.     There    are    great    diversities   of 
opinion  as  to  the  postal  value  of  many  of  the 
earlier   handstamps,   so    when   I  have   de- 
scribed what  are  known,  I  shall  throw  all 
the  light  I  can  npon  their  character;  mean- 
while it  is  my  opinion  that  they  are   per- 
fectly collectable,  for  of  the  postal  nature  of 
the  majority  there  seems  no  doubt;   they 
were  made  to  answer  a  sadden  want,  and 
their  plainness    does    not   militate   against 
them  in  the  least. 

The  handstamped  franks  are  nearly  ex- 
clusively confined  to  the  earliest  years  of 
San  Francisco's  existence,  and  are,  conse- 
quently, mostly  to  be  found  on  letter-sheets 
and  plain  envelopes,  before  the  introduction 
of  embossed  envelopes,  and  before  the  go- 
vernment rights  as  to  the  transmission  of 
mail  matters  appear  to  have  been  properly 
settled  or  understood  ;  but  in  this  latter  idea, 
I  may  be  mistaken.  Mr.  Lomler,  Mrs.  Craig, 
and  other  friends  in  California,  have  given 
me  extracts  from  the  advertisements  of  their 
oldest  newspapers,  which  are  of  extreme 
value,  and  which  bring  before  our  notice 
numerous  expresses  of  whose  existence 
hardly  any  collector  was  aware,  and  of  whose 
franks  there  are  no  known  specimens  in 
many  cases.  The  value  of  such  notes  must 
be  apparent  to  all  philatelists,  and  I  trust 
that  collectors  possessing  information,  or 
specimens  unknown  to  me — and  these  are 


most  certain  contingencies — will  have  the 
kindness  to  assist  me,  or  to  add  to  my  stock 
of  laboriously  acquired  facts.  It  is  very 
difficult  for  me,  so  far  away  from  the  birth- 
place of  these  scarce  old  locals,  to  elicit  in- 
formation. Persons  sending  me  specimens 
seem  to  imagine  that  no  more  can  be  de- 
sired, so  there  are  many  things  I  cannot 
describe  in  these  papers,  because  I  have  no 
means  of  authenticating  them,  and  fear  to 
"  put  my  foot  in  it,"  to  use  an  expressive 
vulgarism.  As  instances  of  what  I  mean,  I  may 
particularize  by  name  M,  P.  Freeman's  Pony 
Express,  and  Langion's  Nevada  Mail  and 
Express  Company,  both  on  186  i  envelopes, 
and  quite  unauthenticated,  though  pretty 
well  known. 

There  are  no  exhaustive  monographs  on 
these  locals  to  be  found  in  the  American 
magazines,  and  the  only  list  ever  pub- 
lished by  anyone  but  the  writer  is  in  The 
American  Journal  of  PldUildy,  copied  from 
the  Curiosity  Cabinet  of  last  August. 
As  a  specimen  of  how  an  American  editor 
can  spell  the  names  of  indigenous  ex- 
presses, this  list  shows  merit.  Taking  a 
fair  average,  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent, 
of  the  names  are  spelt  wrongly  (I  don't 
reckon  errors  of  technical  description  at  all 
in  this  calculation).  I  have  only  to  say, 
that  when  a  man  is  reading  Russian,  he 
knows  what  to  expect,  and  nothing  will 
surprise  him,  but  when  he  comes  to  the 
American  journals  on  Western  Locals,  there 
ought  to  be  no  orthographical  vagaries :  one 
might  stand  vermilion  with  "  11 ",  but  not  the 
following  American  renderings  of  nineteen 

names  in  their  own  States  : — 
Atla  should  be  Alta. 

Doherty. 

DownieviPe. 

Everts. 

Grant  I.  Taggart. 

Latta's. 

Los  Angeles. 

Nichols. 


Dougherty 
Downie  Villa 


»» 


Erarts  (twice  over) 

Grant  &  Tairgnrt 

Lotta 

Los  Angelos 

Nicf)l8 

Oregan 

Perce's  „ 

Pewadora  (twice  over) 

Pescadoro 

Tale 

Thomas 

Tibbetta 

Tracey 

S.  I.  U.  (Trumans) 

Vancouver's 

Wand  &  Davies 


}" 


♦f 

»l 
M 

»♦ 


Oregon. 
Perces. 

Pescadero. 

Yale. 

ITiomes. 

Tibbett'g. 

Tracy. 

S.  J.  R. 

Vancouver. 

Mead  &  Davis. 
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From  this  sample  the  stadent  may  judge 
tbat  tbere  is  not  much  to  be  learnt  from 
this  list ;  errors  in  description  of  locals, 
formerly  described  by  me  from  hearsay,  are 
righteously  copied,  though  without  acknow- 
ledgment. 

The  following  dates  and  names  of  earliest 
expresses  are  from  information  received  in 
many  cases  from  the  original  proprietors : — 


/uly,  1819. 
Sept.f   „ 
Nov.,    „ 


May,  1850. 


Nov.,  1850. 


Todd  &  Bryan. 
ITawley  &  Co. 
Berford  &  Co. 
Adams  &  Co. 
Gregory  &  Co. 
liouiit  &  Co. 
Cralk's  Express. 
Brown's  Expn*s8. 
Reynold's  E.xpress. 
Todd  &  Co. 
Oram,  llogers,  &  Co. 
Hunter  &  Co. 
Ik>wer3  &  Co. 
I^angton  &  Co. 
Newell  &  Co. 
lUynolds,  Todd,  &  Co. 
Totld's  Express. 


Oct.,  1851. 
April,  1852. 

The  following  expresses  are  advertised 
in  papers  of  the  annexed  dates,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  Mr.  Loraler  for  the  informa- 
tion : — 


Winter  &  Latimer, 
Angle  &  Co., 
West  &  Co., 
Dodge  &  Co., 
Mum  by  &  Co., 
Khodes  &  Lusk, 
Anthony  &  Co., 
>V .  F.  ftere, 
J.  W.  Iloag, 


Jan.,  1850. 
May,    „ 

Nov.,    „ 
May,  1851. 
April,  1852. 
March,  1853. 
End,  1853. 
Oct.,  \H66. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  have  to  add  the 

following,    which    appear   handstampcd   on 

plain  envelopes : — 

Palmer  &  Co. 
Blake's  Express. 
Kumrill  &  Co. 
Wine's  Express. 

I  have  only  seen  the  first. 

After  this  date  printed  franks  became  more 
numerous,  and  will  be  described  in  their  due 
order. 

In  that  very  valuable  work,  The  Annals  of 
San  Francisco,  page  200,  we  find  in  the 
chronicle  for  18-48  the  following  item : 

Apiul  Ist.— The  "California  Star  Ex prt>s8"  left  San 
Francisco,  to  proceed  overland  to  Independence,  Mo. 
The  passage  was  guaranteed  to  be  accomplished  in  sixty 
days.  Fifty  cents  was  charged  as  the  postage  on  single 
letters. 

The  title  of  this  Express  appears  to  have 


been  copied  from  a  paper  of  the  same  name. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Express  itself 
was  established  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
journal.  The  men  who  possessed  enterprise 
enough  to  start  a  paper  in  the  then  in- 
significant Mexican  town,  are  likely  also  to 
have  perceived  the  necessity  of  initiating 
some  means  of  communication  with  the 
States.  Their  newspaper,  The  Califonua  Siaty 
was  almost  the  earliest  published  in  Califor- 
nia ;  the  first  number  was  issued  Januaiy  7, 
1847,  and  it  appeared  every  Saturday.  It 
was  published  by  Mr.  Samuel  Brannan,  and 
edited  by  Dr.  E.  P.  Jones.  The  very 
first  newspaper  published  in  English,  or 
indeed  in  any  other  language,  in  the  State, 
was  The  Califomian,  also  a  weekly  issue, 
which  was  started  August  15,  1846,  and 
published  at  Monterey,  by  Messrs.  Colton 
and  Semple  ;  Commodore  Stockton,  how- 
ever, was  its  originator.  As  a  specimen  of  the 
difficulties  experienced  in  getting  out  their 
paper,  the  proprietors  give  the  following 
explanatory  and  apologetic  note  for  ita 
rude  appearance  on  one  occasion,  which  we 
copy  literally. 

OvK  ALPHAnBT.—Our  type  is  a  Spanish  font,  pickrd 
up  here  in  a  cloister,  and  bus  no  VV*8  in  it.  as  there  is 
none  in  the  Spanish  alphabet.  I  have  sent  to  the  »ihJ- 
vvieh  Islands  for  this  letter ;  in  the  meantime  rve  niosl 
use  two  Vs.  Our  paper  at  present  is  that  used  for 
wrapping  segars;  in  duo  time  we  will  have  soiuf- 
thinnj  oetter :  our  obji^ct  is  to  establisc  a  prc»  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  this  we  shall  in  all  probability  be  able  to 
aeeomplish.  The  absence  of  mv  partner  for  the  last  three 
months  and  my  buties  a«  Alcadil  here  have  dedrired  oor 
little  paper  of  some  of  those  attentions  which  I  hope  it 
will  hereafter  receive. 

Walter  Colton. 

This  is  rather  a  digression,  but  will  show 
our  readers  the  extreme  primitiveness  of 
everything  in  those  early  days  of  San 
Francisco.  In  the  latter  part  of  June,  1847, 
the  population  of  the  city  was  hut  459 ;  and, 
until  the  30th  of  January,  1847,  the  town 
held  its  old  local  Spanish  name  of  Yerba 
Buenn,  signifying  minty  great  quantities  of 
which  herb  grew  about  the  spot.  "Tho 
name  of  so  insignificant  an  herb  for  the 
rising  city  being,  perhaps,  judged  not  suf- 
ficiently imposing,  it  was  changed  into  San 
Francisco,  by  an  ordinance  of  the  tliroe 
alcaldes  of  the  place ;  and  under  this  last  de- 
signation it  has  been  alone  known  to  the 
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world  afc  large."  To  revert  to  the  Cali- 
fornia Star  Express:  it  is  the  opinion  of  my 
San  Francisco  friends  that  there  is  some  sort 
of  a  mistake  about  it,  and,  at  all  events,  as 
it  ran  beforu  California  was  formally  ceded 
to  the  States,  it  was  on  a  different  footing  to 
the  other  express  companies,  and,  most 
probably^  had  no  frank  of  iti4  own.  Perhaps 
some  of  onr  Californian  readers  can  find  a 
trace  of  this  old  express  in  the  file  of  the  two 
earliest  papers. 

It  is  difficult  for  Europeans  to  properly 
understand  the  enterprise  of  such  men  as  Mr. 
Samuel  Brannan,  (commodore  Stockton,  and 
others,  in  establishing  a  press  in  California, 
or  of  Mr.  Todd  in  commencing  the  Express 
business,  but  the  civilising  effects,  and  the 
wondrous  changes  that  they  have  assisted  to 
bring  about  in  that  magnificent  territory, 
should  be  matters  of  history. 

In  April,  1847,  we  read,  "Semi-monthly 
mails  established  between  San  Diego  and 
intermediate  places." 

And  now  we  come  to  the  time  when  San 
Francisco  began  to  attract  attention  in  the 
States,  and  we  find  the  following  intelligence 
in  the  above-quoted  work. 

On  February  28th,  1849,  the  steamship  Ca/i/orfita,being 
the  lirat  of  the  line  of  mail  steamers  along  the  coast,  ar- 
rived. March  Slst,  Col.  Geary  had  been  appointed  post- 
master for  San  Francisco,  with  powers  to  create  post- 
offict^  and  appoint  postmasti  rs  throughout  the  territory  ; 
aUo  to  establish  mail  routes,  and  make  contracts  for  car- 
rj-ing  the  niaib.  He  brought  with  him  thejirat  regular 
miilfiom  the  Atlantic  Utatev  thai  teat  opened  in  San 
FraneiMCo. 

That  is  all  the  information  we  can  gleau 
from  The  Annals  as  to  postal  matters,  and  as 
altogether  nearly  forty  thousand  immigrants 
landed  in  San  Fi-ancisco  during  1849,  it  will 
not  cause  surprise  that  many  expresses 
sprung  into  existence  when  the  public  ar- 
rangements for  the  conveyance  of  letters, 
ifcc.,  were  so  inadequate.  These  we  now 
proceed  to  discuss. 

First  Pabt.  Handstamped  Franks,  on  plain 
Envelopes,  withodt  paying  G^overnment 
Tax.     Collectable  at  option. 

We  must  commence,  we  suppose,  with  the 
earliest  express  in  operation  after  California 
was  formally  recognised  as  part  of  the  Union, 
and,  therefore,  ignore  the  California  Star 
Express  in  this  connection. 


Todd  &  Bryan's  Exprkss. — In  July,  1849, 
Messrs.  A.  H.  Todd  and  Benjamin  Bryan 
conceived  the  idea  of  starting  an  express  be- 
tween San  Francisco  and  the  Southern 
mines,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  all  letters 
from  the  post-ofl&ce  (the  only  office  in  Cali- 
fornia being  Col.  Geary's,  in  San  Francisco), 
and  delivering  them  to  the  miners,  at  the 
then  so-called  moderate  rate  of  8, 12,  or  even 
16  dollars  each  ;  and  the  happy  recipients  of 
these  favours  were  so  pleased  to  have  news 
from  home,  that  they  often  insisted  on  the 
express  agent  taking  a  lump  of  gold,  worth 
much  more,  in  payment.  Often  one  of  the 
proprietors  had  (after  a  hard  day*s  riding, 
swimming  rivers,  and  bringing  the  mail  in 
at  the  peiil  of  his  life)  to  be  called  on,  by 
diggers  who  could  not  write,  to  answer  their 
letters,  receiving  in  return  50  dollars  for  the 
service  !  Such  sums  appear  to  us  almost  fabu- 
lous ;  but  dip  into  The  Annals,  and  this  re- 
muneration is  nothing  ;  on  page  367  we  rend 
that  an  egg  was  worth  1  dollar,  and  common 
iron  tacks,  of  the  smallest  size,  sold  for  their 
weight  in  gold ;  and,  for  a  long  period,  were 
in  request  at  from  five  to  ten  dollars  an 
ounce!  Everything  that  was  really  useftil 
and  needed  in  those  earlier  days  commanded 
the  most  astonishing  prices ;  the  supply  of 
necessaries  was  limited,  and  the  demand 
great,  while  money  was  suddenly  plentiful. 

From  carrying  letters,  the  business  of 
Todd  and  Bryan  soon  became  a  large  one, 
and  extended  itself  to  transporting  treasure, 
packages,  &c.,  and  many  thousands  of  doHara 
were  weekly  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Mr.  Todd  is  now  called  the  "pioneer  express- 
man of  California,"  a  name  which  he  un- 
doubtedly deserves.  This  paper  would  be 
quite  incomplete  without  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  extreme  courtesy  with  which  he 
has  given  every  information  in  his  power, 
information  here  embodied  which  few  per- 
sons were  so  competent  to  supply,  and 
which  few  would  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
impart.  As  the  name  of  Mr.  Todd  is 
mixed  up  in  the  constitution  of  four  dis- 
tinct expresses,  we  had  better  take  the  other 
companies,  into  which  Todd's  name  after- 
wards extended,  and  go  through  all  their 
ramifications. 

In    September,    1849,    two   gentlemen  — 
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named,  respectively,  Hawlej  and  Spear — 
seeing  what  a  good  business  Todd  &  Brjau 
were  doing,  followed  suit,  from  Sacramento, 
calling  themselves  Hawley  &  Co.*s  express. 
Shortly  afterwards,  other  companies  sprang 
rapidly  into  existence  ;  the  population  was 
so  increasing,  and  communication  was  so 
undeveloped,  that  we  must  not  wonder  at 
the  quantity  of  names,  all  of  which  repre- 
sented flourishing  expresses. 

The  expresses  through  which  the  name  of 
Mr.  Todd  runs,  and  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected, are  the  following  : — 

July,  1849,       Todd  &  Bryan. 
May,  1850,       Todd  &  Co. 

Brown's  Express. 

Reynold's  Express. 
Oct.  3,  1851,    Newell  &  Co. 

Reynolds,  Todd,  &  Co. 
April  22, 1852,  Todd's  Express. 

Mat,  1850,  Todd  &  Co. — About  this  time 
Messrs.  A.  H.  Todd  &  B.  Bryan  dissolved 
partnership,  and  A.  H.  Todd  entered  into 
partnership  with  L.  W.  Newell  and  E.  W. 
Colt,  and  carried  all  express  matters  under 
the  name  above.  The  only  handstamp  we 
have  seen  is  a  large  oval,  simply  inscribed 

FORWARDED    BY   TODD    &   CO.'s    EXPRESS,    STOCK- 
TON. 

Mat,  1850,  Brown's  Express. — From  a 
paper  of  this  dale  we  extract  the  following 
advertisement : — 

BR01¥1I*9    F.XPRKSfll.— This  Express  will  b-r^ 

»ft«r  connect  with  Todd  *  Co..  through  them  «lth  Ad»n»  *  Co.  to  the 
Btatfw  and  Europe. 

Persons  nishinfr  to  sntd  letters  or  Mckacres  to  any  minm  on  the 
MukHuttine  or  Calavcms  rirer*.  and  Murphy's.  Angnrs.  and  CarMtn's 
diggings,  can  sand  daily  through  thin  Expreaa.  by  leaving  their  letters  at 
the  uiHce  of  Todd  t  Co.,  Stoektou  and  San  Francisco. 

Mat,  1850,  Reynolds  &  Co.'s  Express. — 
The  proprietors  of  this  express  were  Angerine 
Reynolds,  Aug.  S.  Reynolds,  and  J.  D.  P. 
Wilkins.  They  started  about  this  date,  and 
ran  from  San  Francisco  to  Stockton,  Sonora, 
and  the  southern  mines.  The  only  hand- 
stamp  we  have  seen  is  one  similar  to  Todd 
&  Co.'s,  but  a  double  oval,  with  name  of 
town  in  centre.  They  ran  in  connection 
with  Todd  &  Cp.,  until  a  notice,,  dated  June 
14,  1851,  tells  u.s  that  their  connection  with 
that  company  having  censed,  they  had  made 
arrangements  to  run  a  daily  express  through 
from  San  Francisco  to  Stockton,  Ac,  on 
their  own  account. 


Oct.  3,  1851.  Newell  &  Co. — From  a 
paper  of  this  date  we  hear  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  firm  of  Todd  &  Co. ;  this  is  the  ad- 
vertisement : — 

Mtocktoov   ffoathern  Mines  »nd    Orej^a. 

NEWELL  &  CO.'S  EXPRESS. 

Thf  nnd^mlgned.  fnrmerly  partners  In  the  Arm  of  Todd  Jt  Co..  hsriog 

?orcha«ed  th<*  Intereet  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Todd  in  the  said  arm.  wfll  eontlMW 
he  liixnmM  busiTirss  under  the  name  and  strle  of  XEWELL  A  CO. 
We  shall  mntinne  to  draw.  In  Stockton  and  Sonorm.  Bills  of  Eschaage 
upon  Adiims  k  Oo..  payable  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union. 
Al<io.  to  receipt  through  to  the  State*  (br  paekagea  bj  ihtir  eapreas. 
JTo  other  tHrm  in  atoektOH  or  the  Sauthtm  Mi$»tt  being  aotbortead  to  de 
the  same. 
Our  Eiprees  between    San    Fraaeiaeo.   Stockton.  Orogon.    and  At 

Soothem  Mines.  wUI  be  eonllnaod  aa  osuaL  

I*  W.  NEWELL, 
B.  W.  OOLT. 


Ncwcix  ft  On.  are  aothorlaM  to  draw  BlUa  of  Cxahanga  on  ttDfof  ear 
houaee  in  the  Atlantic  States. 

ADAMB  A  Ca 

We  have  not  seen  any  frank  of  this  express 
company.  Mr.  A.  H.  Todd  now  joined  the 
firm  of  Reynolds  &  Co.,  mentioned  above, 
and  in  a  paper  of  the  above  date  is  a  notice 
of  the  new  firm,  viz. : — 

Oct.  8,  1851,  Reynolds,  Todd,  &  Co.— 
Their  advertisement  says  that  "Mr.  A.  H. 
Todd,  formerly  the  senior  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Todd  &  Co.,  is  now  one  of  the  partners  in 
the  firm  of  Reynolds,  Todd,  &  Co."  They 
ran  a  daily  express  from  San  Francisco  to 
Stockton,  Sonora,  Moqnelnmne  Hill,  and  all 
})arts  of  the  southern  mines.  Abont  this  time 
they  purchased  out  Brown's  Express.  Their 
hand.stamp  is  a  large  oval,  of  the  nsnal  type, 
with  name  of  issuing  town  in  the  lower  edge. 

April  22,  1852,  Todd's  Express.— The 
following  was  their  first  advertisement : — 

TOniVA    KXPRKSS.-C.  A.  TODD.  Proprietor. 

successor  to  Rej-nolds,  Todd  A  Co.— On  and  after  this  dale.  C.  A.  TODD 
will  run  a  DhIIj  Express  to  Stockton.  Honora.  Columbia.  Maripoaa.  Ago* 
Frio,  Quart  zburf;.  Double  Springa.  Moqnelumne  UiU,  and  all  parts  af 
th<<  Southern  Mines. 

Oold  Dust.  Bprcio.  raluable  Paelcagea,  fte..  Ac.,  reeelved  and  fty warded 
Notes,  Arcountn,  ie.,  colleeicd,  and  all  bosincaa  partatniof  to  aa 
Exprnffs  promptly  attended  to. 

A  Stage  will  leave  the  olBce  on  th«  Leree  at  Stockton  datlf ,  for  each  of 
tho  abuvr-nHiniHi  places. 

C.  A.  Tod  I  liMVlni;  purchased  th^  bunlness  tofrHher  with  the  gond-wiH 
of  the  laio  Unii  of  Reynolds,  Todd  A  Co.,  would  reeperiftallT  saiirk  a 
continoanoo  of  the  patronaee  heretofore  so  liberally  beatnw«d  apnn  tks 
old  Ann.  and  trusts  br  strict  attentl«in  to  hin  buslneea  to  merit  the  saaie. 

once  ill  8nn  Francisco  with  Joseph  \V.  Gregory,  comer  of  Slerrhsat 
aiul  Montgoiiifrir  sts.  C.  A.  TODD. 

8*11  Franei'co,  April  22.  18&2. 

It  will  he  observed  that  the  original  part- 
nei's — the  two  Reynolds,  J.  D.  P.  Wilkius, 
and  A.  H.  Todd— were  all  bought  out  by 
C.  A.  Todd,  of  this  last  Todd's  Express. 
There  are  two  handstamps,  one  an  upright 
octagon,   with    four   short    angles,    lettered 

FK'OM     '10I)[)'S     EXl'KESS     OFKICK,     SONORA;     the 

other  is  tho  usual  transverse  oval,  roE- 
WAUDEU    UY    Todd's    lxphess,   with  name  of 
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issaing  town  or  oflSce  ;  paid  on  these  and  on 
all  the  others  is  invariably  struck  away  from 
the  handstamp.  This  express  had  an  in- 
dependent existence  until  September  Ist, 
1853,  when  it  was  bought  out  by  Wells, 
Farjyo,  <k  Co.,  and  after  then  we  hear  no  more 
of  Todd  in  connection  with  express  com- 
panies. We  annex  the  public  notice,  to 
render  the  matter  complete. 
T7XPRK99  1V4»TICK.-The  andersfcned, 

I  i  propri.-inr  of  TODD8  EXPRBK8.  hna  wild  out  lil«  entirti  inWrwt 
th«rrin,  togr«b«r  with  the  good-will  of  the  miiia.  to  WKI.LS.  KAROO  k 
04)..  «nd  eoinniend  thetn  to  the  favour  aud  p«tron«ge  of  bia  friandj  and 
tb«  pubUe  gfOenUlj. 

C.  A.  TODD. 
San  FnueiMO,  SepL  lit,  1«63. 

WELLS.  FARUO  *  00. 

SOUTHERN    EXPRESS. 

Mr.   TODD    having  diiposMl   of  hia  Int^ivst    In    thn   801THERN 
EXPRE8!<    to   Di.   we   shall   ran    a   DAILY   KXPRB88  to  iiiul  from 
BAN   FRANCISCO.  STOCKTON.  KONQUA. 

COLUMUIA.  MURPHET'S  FLAT, 

and  UORELUMNK  HILL. 
Cnnn<«ting  with  a  Dalljr  ExpreM  at  Stoekton.  for  Ht.  OPlllR    and 
MARIPOSA. 
A  vpeoial  tneaMoger  U  lent  from  8«n  FranrU«o  to  Columbia. 

WELLS.  FARGO  A  Co.. 

114.  Montgomery  at. 

Thus  out  of  the  seven  expresses  mentioned, 
six  of  them  were  gradually  absorbed,  till  at 
last  their  business  fell  into  the  hands 
of  Wells,  Fargo,  <fc  Co. ;  the  only  one  which 
appears  to  have  had  a  separate  existence 
being  Newell  8^  Co.'s,  but  we  have  no  further 
notes  to  offer  respecting  them. 

{To  b4  continued). 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

Le  Timbre-PoBte, — The  October  number  con- 
tains an  analysis  of  Dr.  Magnus*  arguments 
respecting  certain  stamps  of  the  Philippines, 
and  in  the  succeeding  number  appears  the 
learned  doctor's  reply.  We  have  not  yet 
had  time  to  go  into  the  matter  ourselves, 
but  we  hope  shortly  to  lay  before  our  readers 
a  resume  of  the  disputants'  views ;  more 
especially,  as  in  a  former  volume  of  this 
magazine  we  gave  a  literal  translation  of  Dr. 
Magnus'  original  paper  on  the  stamps  in 
question. 

In  the  October  number  there  also  appears 
a  readable  article  on  the  Luxembourg  stamps, 
and  an  instalment  of  Dr.  Magnus'  mono- 
graph on  envelope  stamps.  On  glancing 
over  this  latter,  we  are  gratified  to  observe 
that  the  doctor's  verdict  on  the  field-post 
envelopes  with  lithographed  sketches  on  the 
front,  is,  that  they  are  but  of  very  mediocre 
interest,  and  should  be  placed  in  the  same 


cat-egory  with  the  illustrated  envelopes  of  this 
country  ;  by  wliich  he  no  doubt  intends  to 
allude  to  the  fantastic  Ocean  Penny  Postage 
tignettes.  In  the  December  number  Dr. 
Magnus  states  that  the  value  on  the  Bavarian 
envelope  has  never  been  written  otherwise 
than  (im/, — therein  confirming  the  general 
belief  lie  also  notices  the  handsome  Bava- 
rian envelope  essays  which  appeared  some 
six  years  ago,  and  were  thought  to  possess 
a  certain  value.  The  doctor's  impression 
respecting  them  is,  that  though  they  probably 
were  submitted  to  the  Bavarian  administra- 
tion, they  were  unquestionably  struck  off  in 
quantities  for  speculative  purposes  after  their 
rejection. 

Our  friend,  Senor  M.  P.  de  Figueroa,  sends 
for  the  Decenaber  number  of  Le  Timbre-Poste, 
a  copy  of  a  Spanish  postal  circular  of  the 
13th  August,  1857,  in  which  the  distinctive 
features  of  a  forged  4  cuartos  stamp  then  in 
circulation  in  the  province  of  Almeira,  are 
given  with  a  minuteness  worthy  of  our  own 
writers  on  forgeries ;  and  Senor  de  Figueroa 
states  that  that  circular  is  but  one  among 
many  similar  ones.  What  a  strange  mania 
Spaniards  seem  to  have  for  forging  stamps  ! 
What  invaluable  assistants  some  of  the  more 
skilful  would  doubtless  prove  to  the  enter- 
prising Messrs.  Spiro !  and  what  price  might 
they  not  obtain  for  their  services  from  some 
of  the  Glasgow  counterfeit  sellers,  whose 
names  we  recently  gave  !  It  is,  in  sober 
truth,  surprising  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment did  not  long  ago  perceive  that  the  best 
way  to  stop  forging  would  be  to  issue  stamps 
so  finely  engraved  as  not  to  be  imitated,  ex- 
cept at  great  cost.  The  present  administra- 
tion, however,  appears  to  have  at  last  appre- 
ciated this  fact. 

The  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  collec- 
tions in  the  world, — Baron  Arthur  de 
Rothschild, — contributes  to  the  January 
number  of  our  Belgian  contemporary  an 
article,  detailing  a  scheme  submitted  to  our 
government  by  a  Mr.  Samuel  Forrester,  in 
1839,  for  the  issue  of  postage  stamps.  It  is 
a  curious  and  a  cumbrous  scheme,  hardly, 
however,  worth  the  trouble  of  disinterring 
from  among  the  piles  of  similar  documents 
which  found  their  way  to  the  treasury  or 
the  post- office  when  postal  reform  was  first 
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agitated.  Three  engravings  of  proposed 
impressed  stamps  illustrate  M.  de  lioths- 
cbild*s  article,  and  be  is  the  possessor  of  the 
three  unique  originals. 

The  Philatelist, — In  the  December  number, 
the  most  remarkable  item  is  a  paper  on 
Unused  Confederate  Locals,  in  which  due 
warning  i«  given  to  collectors  of  the 
unscrupulous  mode  in  which  American 
dealers — even  those  who  lay  claim  to  respect- 
ability— deal  with  the  supplies  of  unused 
old  locals  which  they  hunt  out  or  reprint. 
They  are,  in  the  first  instance,  represented 
as  almost  unique,  and  sold  at  abnormally 
high  prices,  and  are  then  put  on  the  market 
by  hundreds.  Certainly,  Brother  Jonathan 
is  very  sharp,  but  his  fine  appreciation  of 
the  excellence  of  thorough  honesty  and 
trnthfalness,  like  his  acquaintance  with  the 
English  grammar,  is  in  an  embryonic  state. 
The  January  number  contains  nothing  of 
note,  except  the  always  valuable  Spud  Paper, 
and  an  article  on  Philatelic  Literature,  in 
the  course  of  which  Mr.  Overy  Taylor*s 
labour  in  the  fifth  edition  of  Gray*s  catalogue 
is  very  warmly  and  generously  acknowledged. 
We  iMjlieve  that  edition  will  soon  be  quite 
out  of  print,  and  a  sixth  will  certainly  be 
called  for. 

In  the  last  number  we  are  glad  to  observe 
that  space  is  accorded  to  an  article  similar 
in  purport  to  the  one  we  are  now  writing, 
under  the  heading  of  "  The  Philatelic  Press." 
The  author,  who  is  known  for  his  catholic 
proclivities  in  reference  to  stamps,  appears 
to  have  a  leaning  in  favour  of  the  revenue 
labels  of  the  United  States ;  we  venture  to 
hope,  however,  without  disrespect  to  him, 
that  collectors  will  double  clasp  their  albums 
against  the  whole  tribe. 

MaaoiVa  Coin  and  Stamp-Collector^ 8  Maga- 
zine has  at  length  dropped  out  of  the  ranks 
of  the  philatelic  press,  leaving  unfinished  a 
paper  commenced  in  its  November  number, 
entitled  *'  Philately  Considered  ns  a  Moral 
Agent."  Henceforth  it  will  treat  exclusively 
of  coins. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philately  com- 
menced its  fifth  volume  in  January.  About 
half  the  January  number  (six  pages)  is 
composed  of  reprints,  and  the  remaining 
contents  arc  totally  uninteresting.     Half  of 


the  February  number  is  also  filled  with 
reprints;  including  among  them  a  paper, 
**  On  the  Origin  and  Progress  of  Postage 
Stamps,"  contributed  by  Mr.  Edwin  Hill,  to 
The  Journal  of  Applied  Science,  in  which 
reference  is  made  to  many  facts  with  which 
collectors  are  acquainted,  and  to  some  which 
are  new.  We  shall  extract  the  plums  from 
this  article  as  soon  as  we  can  find  a  place  for 
them.  Of  the  remaining  half  of  the  February 
number,  three  pages  are  occupied  with  a 
list  of  local  stamps ;  so  that  the  residuum  of 
readable  matter  is  not  enough  to  surfeit  the 
most  easily  satisfied  subscriber.  The  two 
most  striking  features  about  these  two  num- 
bers are  (1)  the  excellence  of  the  coloured 
engravings,  and  (2)  the  absence  of  the  con- 
tributions of  the  "  able  English  philatelic 
writers,"  whose  services  have,  it  is  said, 
been  engaged. 

The  PhilatelicaX  Journal, — If  this  journal 
comes  last  in  order  of  notice,  it  is  certainly 
not  because  it  is  the  least  important,  bnt 
because  it  is  the  last  to  reach  ns,  the 
publication  having  been  retarded  by  the  non- 
arrival  of  certain  en<?ravings.  The  second 
number,  taken  altogether,  is  an  improvement 
on  the  first,  and  is  exceedingly  readable. 
We  cannot  give  it  all  the  attention  it 
deserves,  bnt  will  pass  rapidly  over  its  more 
prominent  features. 

The  article  that  interests  us  the  most, 
is  that  of  which  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Earee  is  the 
author,  entitled  "  British  Packet  Agencies." 
Though  not  written  primarily  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  an  answer  to  our  inquiry  as  to 
the  part  played  by  the  British  consul  in  the 
Fijian  postal  arrangements,  it  yet  gives  us 
the  information  we  sought,  namely,  that  our 
consul  is  also  the  packet  agent  for  our 
post-office.  The  article  displays  such  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  subject  of 
which  it  treats,  and  is  so  well  written,  that, 
in  defiance  of  the  old  warning  with  respect 
to  him  "who  takes  what  isn't  his'n,"  we 
meditate  transferring  it  bodily  to  the  pages 
of  our  next  number.  Mr.  Atlee*8  monograph 
on  the  Hawaiian  stamps  promises  to  prove 
of  considerable  value  to  collectors ;  the 
initial  paper  is  well  worth  studying.  The 
same  writer,  in  "  Our  Black  List,"  quote 
an  amusing  letter  from  one  of  the  expose 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


39 


forgery  sellers,  who  (using  the  commercial 
"we")  says,  "As  to  there  beiag  any  forged 
stamps  on  onr  sheets  {though  wUhing  rather 
to  he  called  roguen  than  fooh),  we  mnst  assert 
our  ignorance  of  their  presence."  He  further 
toys  in  a  postscript — generally  the  most 
important  part  of  a  letter — "We  shall  be 
most  happy  to  give  up  the  sale  of  forged 
stamps  in  packets,  or  in  any  other  way,  and 
also  in  urging  others  to  do  likewise."  The 
zeal  of  this  new  convert  is  very  remarkable ; 
and  the  spectacle  of  a  penitent  seller  of 
forgeries  going  about  among  his  still 
dishonest  brethren,  and  exhorting  them  to 
tarn  from  the  evil  of  their  ways,  would  be 
decidedly  edifying. 

On  the  "  Cream  of  the  Magazines "  wo 
refrain  from  commenting,  simply  because  it 
either  treats  (and  treats  in  very  courteous 
terms)  of  the  contents  of  our  journal,  or  it 
discusses  those  of  other  journals ;  to  which 
journals  we  also  refer  in  another  part  of  the 
present  number. 

Of  the  remaining  contents,  the  "  Notes  on 
the  first  issue  of  Moldavia  "  are  contributed 
by  a  philatelist  of  standing,  who,  under  the 
natn  de  plume  of  **  A  Parisian  Collector,"  has 
made  valuable  additions  to  the  general  stock 
of  knowledge  on  every  subject  on  which  he 
has  treated.  This  paper  has  reference  to  the 
documentary  evidence  published  by  Mr. 
Overy  Taylor  in  our  last  number,  with  whose 
conclusions  he  agrees. 

In  the  article  on  "  Novelties,"  the  editor 
notices  a  perforated  1  c.  Confederate,  which 
be  g^ves  as  being  undoubtedly  genuine,  and 
he  also  refers  to  the  existence  of  a  few 
**  genuine  used  pe^-foratcd  copies  of  the  10  c. 
blue  (Jeff.  Davis)."  Wo  confess,  however, 
that  we  have^grave  doubts  respecting  their 
authenticity.  .A  perforating  machine,  had 
there  been  one  at  Richmond,  would  have 
been  used  on  a  large  number  of  stnmps,  and 
its  presence  at  Richmond  would  have  long 
since  been  witnessed  to  by  Mr.  St.  George 
Offutt  and  others.  Wo  should  require 
something  more  than  the  mere  assertion, 
even  of  so  high  an  authority  as  Mr.  Pember- 
ton,  to  induce  us  to  accept  perforated 
Confederate  stamps,  seven  years  after  the 
fall  of  the  Confederacy.  Nothing  short  of 
the  direct  testimony  of  responsible  officials, 


would  suffice  to  habilitate  such  stamps  with 
a  genuine  character. 

Under  the  heading  "  Bogus  Novelties," 
our  contemporary  refers,  inter  alia,  to  the  re- 
production of  the  Transvaal  stamps  in  fancy 
colours,  though  from  the  real  stones.  These 
valueless  impressions  are  obliterated  with  a 
blue  or  black  mark,  composed  of  concentric 
rings,  in  imitation  of  the  real  postmark. 
The  colours  are : — 

One  penny,     blue,  imperf. 

Threepence,     blue,  rose,  yellow, 
One  shilling,   blue  on  bluish, 

and  besides  these  impossible  colours,  the  full 
current  series  is  to  be  had  with  like  can- 
cellation. The  original  lithographic  stones 
have  remained  in  Germany,  where  the  first 
supply  of  the  real  stamps  was  struck  off,  and 
have,  either  with  or  without  official  sanction, 
thus  been  used  for  fraudulent  purposes. 
The  person  by  whom  the  spurious  im- 
pressions are  offered  is  named  K.  Knterlein, 
and  he  hails  from  Mecklenburg. 

Reviews,  Forged  Stamps,  Correspondence, 
and  Answers  to  Correspondents,  conclude 
the  February  number. 


>» 


>» 


NEWLY-ISSUED    OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Wk  think  we  cannot  do  better  than  com- 
mence our  usual  chronicle  this  month  by 
reproducing  the  following  important  piece 
of  telegraphic  intelligence,  culled  from  the 
Standard  of  the  22nd  ult. 

Brrlix,  Feb.  21,  2.35  p.m. 
Prince  Bismarck  ia  about  to  convoke  at  Berlin  an 
Intornutional  Postal  Congress,  with  the  view  of  esUiblish- 
ing  a  general  system  of  postal  arrangements,  which  will 
apply  to  Europe,  Asiatic  Turkey,  and  Kussia,  Kgypt, 
Algiers,  Madeira,  the  United  States,  and  Canada.  For  a 
single  letter  it  is  proposed  that  the  postage  shall  be  20 
C4.»utime8. 

All  the  details  of  the  project,  which  have 

been,  if  not  initiated,  supported  by  the  German 

chancellor,  are  given  on  p.  135  of  our  last 

volume,  to  which  we  refer  our  reader.     The 

hard-headed,    practical   German    statesman 

will  probably  secure  the  acceptance  of  the 

scheme,  much,  we  feel  sure,  to  the  benefit  of 

every   country  concerned  ;  and   if  we  give 

prominence   to  the  meeting  of  the    Postal 

Congress,  it  is  because  the  adoption  of  Prince 
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Dismarck's  suggestion  is  almost  certaiD  to 
lead  to  the  emisaioa  bj  everj  Karopean 
state  of  a  special  intemational  postage 
ntainp.  The  proposal  to  establiah  an  inter- 
national rate,  ct^npled  with  other  recent 
innovations,  some  of  which  will  be  foond 
noticed  lower  down,  cooclasively  prove  that 
postal  prepress  is  yet  far  from  its  zeoitb. 

Great  Britain. — We  have  never  been 
much  in  fa  von  r  of  collecting  telegraph 
hLitmps,  considering  as  we  do  that  most 
philatelists  have  enough  to  do  to  get  np  a 
L'oUoction  of  orthodoi  postalB,  yet  we  cannot 
deny  that  a  certain  amonnt  of  interest  is 
being  Khown  in  them,  and  our  Brighton 
I'ontemporary  urges  their  collection  on  the 
^roand  that  telegrams  are  express  letters 
conveyed  by  the  state  post-office.  This  is  a 
view  which  has  something  to  commend  it, 
;u)d  we  invite  the  opinions  of  our  readers  on 
ilie  question,  whether  telegraph  labels  should 
1)0  collected  or  not ;  in  tha  affirmative  case. 
Via  shall  feel  hound  to  notice  them  regularly. 
In  this  present  number,  however,  we  deem 
it  best  to  confine  onr  attention  to  the  English 
telegraph  card  just  issued,  and  represented 


above,  which  has  perhaps  a  special  claim  to 
notice  from  the  fact  that  it  bears  the  Im- 
pressed shilling  stamp  employed  for  our 
envelopes.  It  is  strack  in  green,  and  the 
design  comes  out  unusually  well,  as  the  card 
is  a  thick  one.  This  card  has  both  a  post*l 
and  a  telegraphic  character.  It  is  intended 
for  persons  who  cannot,  or  do  not  desire  to, 
send  their  messages  direct  to  the  telegraph- 
office,  and  who  are  content  to  throw  it  into 
a  pillar  or  wall-boi,  or  ordinary  lettor-box, 
whence  it  is  carried  free  of  charge  to  the 
.tolegraph- office  at  the  next   ensning  clear- 

We  do  not  antidpate  tliat  these  cords  will 
be  much  used,  except  in  very  oot-of-the-waj 
districts,  as  most  people  who  wish  to  make 
use  of  the  wires  at  all  will  not  be  aatiafied  to 
defer  the  forwarding  of  their  telegrmms 
several  hoars  by  throwing  them  into  a  letter- 
box. Shonld,  however,  ftie  plan  work,  still 
the  shilling  card  is  not  likely  to  hare  a 
lengthened  currency,  as  the  post-offioe  bu 
avowed  its  intention  of  reducing  the  tele- 
gram rate  to  sixpence  as  soon  as  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  can  be  made. 
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lMruiiT4  Almo!<.-«M-I1-71. 


Chili. — Oar  Chilian  correspondent  kindly 
Bends  OS,  hj  the  l&at  m^l  from  Yalparoiao, 
infurmatiou  of  two  newly-issned  post  cards 
for  this  repnblic.     He  says  :~- 

Itsve  the  pleasure  lo  enclose  speciniens  of  our  new 
poM  ctrdi,  wbich  appeared  in  Uccembec  laat.  They  are 
sftvovaluea— 2  and  6  rcDtaroe.  The  UnC  it  used  for 
memge*  by  land  routca,  and  tlie  other  whun  sent  by 
ntamer.  This  iffluc  it  only  proTiiional,  89  it  has  b»en 
Imind  too  eipenure  to  bave  the  cards  manufactured  here, 
n  the  United  SUlea  [pro- 


The  above  illustration  faith fally  represents 
the  design  of  these  new  arrivals,  which  are 
type  printed  in  •black  ink  on  white  cards, 
having,  respectively,  the  current  2  c.  black 
and  A  c.  red  adhesivea  stack  in  the  right 
hand  npper  corner. 

Ceilom. — The  new  series,  of  which' we  had 
the  good  fortane  to  be  the  first  to  receive 
tidings,  has  now  made  its  appearance.  The 
stamps  are  real  acqaisitioas,  being  well  de- 
aigaed  and  executed  in  Do  La  Rue  &  Co.'s 
finest  style.  They  are  surface  printed,  and 
all  bear  the  usual  diademed  fancy  portrait  of 


the  Queen,  tamed  to  left,  in  variously  shaped 
and  patterned  frames.     From  amongst  them 


we  have  selected  the  36  and  96  cents  for  en  - 
graving.     The  colonrs  are  very  delicate,  an  d 


s  follows  ;- 
2  cents, 


16 


light  brown. 
grey. 

orange-yellow, 
lilac. 


24 


light  bine. 
48      „  carmine. 

96      „  greyish  brown. 

The  two  lowest  valnes  remind  one  closely 
of  the  Straits  Settlements  stamps,  both  in 
colonr  and  type.  In  tbe  two  cents  the  por- 
trait is  in  a  circle,  and  the  inscriptions  and 
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value  are  in  the  upper  aud  lower  margins ; 
in  the  foar  cents  tlie  words  CETr.OM  pobtaoe 
are  inscribed  on  the  frame  of  the  circle  ; 
the  eight  cents,  the  least  gracefnl  of  the 
series,  has  the  portrait  in  an  nprijjht  oval, 
and  the  inscription  in  lop  and  hottom  mar- 
ffina,  the  sides  being  filled  in  with  an  otma- 
Ciin  border ;  the  1 6  cents  resemble^i  the  SC  c. 
above  Hgnred,  but  has  the  valne  in  a  curved 
label  below  the  circle,  nimilar  to  the  inscribed 
one  above  it ;  the  24  c.  is  identical  in  design 
with  the  96  cents,  of  which  we  give  an  en- 
gravuig,  the  Bp&ndrel  ornaments  atone  differ- 
ing ;  the  48  c.  has  the  word  cetlok  above 
and  rosTAGB  hclow  the  circle  on  plain  arclied 
liibels:  the  colour  of  this  stamp  i.^  very  fine. 
All  the  values  bear  the  crown  and  cc.  water- 
mark. Our  correspondent  states  that  up  to 
the  present  time  no  new  envelope  stamps 
have  been  issaoi),  but  in  cnse  any  do  appear 
be  will  lose  no  time  in  sending  us  specimens. 
Spanish  CoLOxiEs.^These  colonies  wore, 
if  we  remember  aright,  supplied  with  the 
current  "decapitatcd-head  "  type  before  the 
mother-country  had  tlio  privilege  of  employ- 
ing it.  In  like  manner  the  ad  opted  design,  con- 
taining the  portrait  of  Amadeus,  has  already 
been  utiliscKl    for   Cuba,    whilst  nothing  is 


known  of  the  date  when  it  will  bo  issued  in 
Spain.  The  mother  givos  to  her  children 
before  she  thinks  of  herself.  We  have  not 
yet  received  information  of  the  values  of  the 
now  type,  but  probably  they  will  he  the 
same  as  those  of  the  current  one.  The 
above  engraving  is  from  a  die  proof.  Side 
by  side  with  it  we  reprodnce  the  illustration 
wo  published  in  our  September  number  of 
the  adopted  type  in  lis  "essay"  state,  that 
our  readers  may  see  how  far  it  has  been 
altered.  In  the  portrait  the  hair  over  the 
ear  has  been  literally  cut  away,  so  that  the 
ear  itself  is  quite  uncovered,  ymalj  circular 
disks  have  been  inserted  in  tfae  uu^rlcs,  and 


the  inscription  above  the  portrait  ia  cnt  off 
from  the  border.  The  lettering  is  very  poor, 
if  the  engraving  may  bo  tmated,  and  one 
might  think  from  the  great  difference  be- 
tween the  boldness  of  the  portrait  and  the 
meanness  of  the  border,  that  the  frame  and 
portrait  are  by  different  artists;  jnat  as  in 
landscapes,  one  artist  sometimes  paints  the 
scenery  and  another  tfae  men  or  animals. 

EoTFT, — The  annexed  illustration  repre- 
sents the  new  Egyptian  type,  respecting 
„  which  we  gave  some 
details  last  month. 
The  design  is  poor, 
and  the  exccntion 
benea  lb  criticism.  The 
change  in  the  ruler's 
title  from  Viceroy  U> 
'~  Khedive  would  seem 
to  have  been  the  chief  motive  for  the  issneof 
the  new  series,  coupled,  perhaps,  with  the 
decision  to  issue  a  new  valne — the  2j  pins- 
tres.  The  postal  decree  in  reference  to  the 
emission  is  given  below  :  • 

Instead  of  the  crescent  and  star  being 
impretaed  on  the  back  as  on  tlio  old  issne, 
these  emblems  are  watermiirkcd  ia  the 
new  comers.  The  paper  is  rongli  and  nn- 
ssr&ced,  and  the  inks  employed  are  so  thick 
that  the  entire  design  is  more  or  less  bhirred, 
and  the  first  copies  now  before  ns  might  be 


laru,   and  1,   2,  21.  > 

L  thr  Irtof 


. -     .11  be  permitted. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  1872,  the  former  wilt  caw  la 
be  IrgAilf  eurrcul.  ind  Cetten  bearing  tho  old  cUidm  wiU 
bi>  tunaidtred  ni  ununid,  and  Ireatud  sirictly  HceoTxIinr  lo 
the  tHriir.  The  puMic  will,  huwever,  be  ■lluo-.'d  to  ei- 
change  tho  old  staniiia  aeaindt  new  oneti  of  equal  Taluc.  at 
■be  puat-oOlcM,  until  the  31at  Uarch,  187:^,  afl«r  which 
Ihcj-  will  not  be  ocfcpted  under  any  pri-tcnce. 

»  -ipy  of  Ihit  ndnce,  together  with  epceimcns  of  the 

■■-• ' -■"  --B  affliedd  -■--••-  -■--■--' 

.  ,    it-olBce. 
llie  Uin-ctor-GcncrBl, 

MUZ2I  BET. 
AltxandHa,  ID  Doc.,  1871. 
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supposed  to  bave  been  obtained  from  worn- 
out  stones.  Our  list  of  colours  requires 
some  slight  revision,  and,  as  many  varieties  of 
this  carelessly  printed  set  are  likely  to  occur, 
we  are  anxious  to  put  clearly  on  record  the 
exact  tints  of  the  tirst  arrivals. 


t>  paras, 
10 
20 

1  piastre, 

2 


» 


»> 


n 


»> 


red-brown, 
bright  mauve. 
Prussian  blue, 
rosy  red. 

deep  chrome-yellow, 
purple. 

emerald  green. 
The  inscription — in  one  sense  the  most  im- 
portant point — is  most  scampishly  done,  to  use 
a  common  phrase,  the  letters  being  crowded 
one  over  another,  and  the  letter  t  in  the  word 
FOSTB  is  represented  by  an  inverted  L.  A 
short  life,  if  not  a  merry  one,  may  be  pre- 
dicted for  the  new  series. 

United  States. — The  annexed  engraving 
represents  the  very  handsome  seven  cents 

envelope — head  of  Stan- 
ton— but  recently  issued, 
and  already  scarce ;  the 
stock  having,  it  is  assert- 
ed, been  withdrawn  from 
circulation,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  reduction  in 
tne  postal  rate  between 
the  States  and  Germany 
to  six  cents.  The  colour 
is  a  bright  vermilion,  on  pale  lemon,  and  on 
white  paper. 

It  seems  that  the  system  of  halfpenny 
postal  cards  is  likely  to  be  adopted  in  the 
United  States  with  some  improvements  on 
oar  own  arrangements.  The  revival  of  the 
plan  for  adopting  the  British  system  of  one 
cent  postal  cards  has  (says  the  Neiv  York 
Tribune)  already  produced  a  number  of 
inventions  which  aim  to  combine  the  small 
size  of  the  card  in  use  in  England  with  a 
means  of  concealing  the  writing,  and  thus 
obviating  the  objection  urged  against  the 
system  on  the  ground  of  the  publicity  given 
to  correspondence.  One  of  these  inventions 
is  to  make  the  card  broader  than  the  English 
card,  with  a  crease  across  the  middle  and  a 
little  gum-arabic  on  the  edge,  so  that  the 
card  can  be  doubled  and  sealed,  the  address 
being  on  the  outside,  and  the  communication 


within.  Another  invention  attaches  a  piece 
of  brown  paper,  a  little  longer  than  the  card, 
to  its  lower  end  in  such  a  way  that  it  can  be 
folded  over  the  face  of  the  card  so  as  to  con- 
ceal the  writing,  and  bo  sealed  upon  the 
back.  The  address  and  stamp  are  to  be  on 
the  brown  paper,  and  a  business  notice  can 
be  printed  on  the  reverse  of  the  card. 

The  sensitiv6ness  of  the  Americans  with 
respect  to  the  exposure  of  their  correspon- 
dence surprises  us,  for  our  impression  has 
always  been  that  they  were  fond  of  publicity. 
The  idea  of  closing  the  card  is  somewhat 
absurd.  The  cards  are  intended  for  com- 
munications of  minor  importance,  which  the 
sender  does  not  care  about  putting  under 
cover.  If  the  Americans  wish  to  forward  a 
correspondence  which  they  desire  to  keep 
secret  at  the  postal-card  rate,  the  simplest 
plan  would  Ije  to  agitate  for  a  reduction  of 
the  letter  rate,  instead  of  inventing  cum- 
brous contrivances  for  closing  the  card. 

Germany  and  Italy. — We  group  these  two 
countries  together  for  the  moment ;  for  the 
former  has  issued,  and  the  latter  is  on  the 
point  of  issuing  a  new  kind  of  post  card — a 
double  one,  one  half  for  the  sender^s  message, 
the  other  half  for  his  correspondent's  reply. 
We  have  not  seen  the  German  card,  and  are 
describing  it  from  the  Birmingham  journal. 
We  can,  therefore,  only  say  that  the  first 
half  contains  the  inscription,  buckantwobt 
DEZAHLT  under  COBRBSPONDENZ  KABTS;  and  the 
second  half,  intended  for  the  reply,  bezahltb 
BUCKANTWOBT ;  and,  further,  that  it  is  printed 
in  black  on  rose.  As  no  mention  is  made 
by  our  contemporary  of  an  impressed  stamp, 
we  understand  that  prepayment  is  to  be 
effected  by  means  of  adhesives  as  before. 
The  Italian  post  cards,  as  it  would  appear 
from  the  Persevcranza,  of  Milan,  whence  wo 
draw  our  information,  will  be  stamped.  The 
ordinary  ones  will  bo  issued  at  ten  and  the 
"  reply-paid  "  cards  at  fifteen  centesimi. 

The  idea  of  issuing  double  cards  is  both 
ingenious  and  practical.  It  reduces  the 
trouble  of  correspondence  for  both  sender 
and  receiver  to  a  minimum.  The  sender, 
who  has  hitherto  had  to  write  a  letter,  and 
enclose  with  it  a  stamped  and  addressed  en- 
velope, if  he  wished  to  ensure  receipt  of  a 
reply,  can  now  in  one  single  operation,  and 
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without  having  any  recourse  to  envetopeR, 
eflecl  hia  object  by  employing  a  "  reply. paid  " 
card,  whilst  the  receiver  can  pnl  hia  aoBtter 
beneath  the  question  without  any  aaper- 
fluona  formalities  Wo  should  be  glad  to  see 
the  idea  taken  up  in  this  country,  althongh 
we  qneation  whether  the  double  cards  could 
be  sold  at  less  thao  a  penny,  so  that  there 
would  be  no  pecuniary  saving,  but  the  great 
ecoDDiny  of  time  and  trouble  eauh  carda 
would  effect  would  render  tliem  very  popular 
with  business  men,  and  being  aold  at  the 
same  price  as  two  separate  cards,  the  post- 
office  would  be  no  loser. 

We  should  have  been  rather  anrprtaed  to 
see  Italy  in  the  van  in  a  matter  of  postal 
progress,  seeing  that  her  crippled  finnnces 
sometime  back  rendered  an  increase  in  the 
letter  rates  advisable,  bnt  it  is  evident  that  a 
change  has  come  over  the  spirit  of  the  ad- 
ministration, for  in  the  liifurma,  of  Rome,  we 
read  that  the  govemmenti  "  has  it  in  contem- 
plation to  reduce  the  rate  of  inland  postage 
from  20  to  10  centimes,  and  to  charge  news- 
papers by  weight," 

Finland. — Our  Birmingham  conlomporary 
notices  a  second  type  of  the  new  card,  which 
is  distinguished  from  the  first  one  by  the 
following  pecaliaritios ;  the  border  is  the 
tenth  of  an  inch  shorter,  the  impression  is 
in  dark  green,  the  lines  on  the  back  are  con- 
tinuous, instead  of  dotted,  and  the  card  is 
surface- tinted  a  dirty  greenish  yellow. 
Our  eott/rcre  looks  on  this  new  type  aa  a 
lithograph,  but  we  cannot  convince  ourselves 
that  it  is  not  engraved.  The  impression  is 
not  equal  to  that  of  the  type  we  described, 
but  this  we  think  ia  due  to  the  imperfect 
surfacing  and  porousness  of  the  card  itself; 
and  after  careful  examination  we  have  ar- 
rived at  the  opinion  that  the  inscriptions  on 
both  types  have  been  printed  from  the  self- 
same plates  or  stones,  the  border  alone  being 
diflerent.  The  8  pen,  stamp  is  not  from  the 
same  die  as  the  adhesive ;  Mr.  Pemberton 
proves  this  from  the  fact  that  it  has  eight 
stars  on  the  shield,  instead  of  seven. 

Vbkezdela. — Stciulcu. — Our  doubts  res- 
pecting the  value  of  the  design  of  which  we 
gave  an  illustration  last  month,  have  been  to 
a  considerable  extent  con6rmed.  We  can- 
not find  that  any  province,  town,  river,  or 


other    geographical    feature    of    Venezuela 

boars  the  name  of  "  Escuelas."     The  person 

who  sent  ua  the  specimen  from  which  we 

described  still  believes  in  it,  and  forwards  in 

proofof  its  genuine  character  the  letter  fri>ni 

his  correspondent  at  Garaccas  wherein  the 

stamp  was  enclosed  ;  bnt  our  friend's  corres- 

,    pondont  testifies  conclusively  against  it,  for 

I    ho  says  be  "  encloses  a  stamp  issued  by  a  new 

I    establishment  in   this   capital;"*    and   the 

,    Fhilateliciil  Journal  atatea  that  it  is  in  fact  a 

school  or  college  stnmp,  like  those    issued 

by  Home  of  the  North  American  mercantile 

academics,  and  this  is  probably  the  truth. 

We  have,  constquoiit ly,  to  warn  onr  readers 

against  purchasicig  iMipies. 

NoiiWAY. — We  wei-e  able  last  month  to 
give  a  brief  notice  of  a  newly-iasned  3  sk. 
stamp  for  this  conn  try,  which 
we  now  supplement  by  an 
illustration  of  the  design. 
If  not  actually  the  work  of 
the  engraver  of  the  new 
Danish  stamps,  it  is  very 
evidently  copied  from  them. 
We  regret  the  change  fruni 
the  grotesque  lion  rampant 
to  the  prosaic  numeral,  whilst  we  are  bound 
to  admit  that  the  new  device  has  the  merit 
of  clearness.  It  is  very  probably  the  fore- 
ranner  of  a  new  series,  to  be  iasued  as  the 
stock  of  the  old  becomes  exhausted.  There 
is  some  talk  of  an  issue  of  stamped  envelopes. 
Adstru. — Tlie  PhUaUlical  Journal  notices 
a  new  post  card  for  the  "  Italian  "  provinces 
of  the  Austrian  empire,  though  where  they 
are  situate  we  confess  we  do  not  know, 
and  our  contemporaiy  must,  we  think,  ac- 
knowledge to  a  slip  of  the  pen.  The  inscrip 
tions  are,  it  is  true,  repeated  in  Italian,  and 
the  facia]  value  we  presume  to  be  expressed 
on  the  stamp  in  soldi,  in  wfaicb  case  itwonid 
appear  that  the  card  is  intended  to  be  tued 
between  the  Austrian  branch  offices  in  TD^ 
key,  Servia,  &c.,  and  the  empire ;  if  so,  its 
issue  marks  a  by  no  means  unimportsnt 
extension  of  the  system  of  cheap  conminni- 
cation.  How  long  shall  we  have  to  wait  tot 
three- halfpenny  cards  between  this  cooutiy 
and  America,  or  onr  American  colonies  ? 


oUbl^cidos  en  ei 


cipiliL" 
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Tdbbkt.— r.  B.  Miyrlon  ^  Co.— Wo  draw 
oor  renders'  attention  to  an  important  com- 
mnnicatioD,  published  in  another  part  of  this 
number,  from  the  director  of  Morton  &  Co.'s 
postal  department, — an  old  and  respected 
correspondent  of  oura,^who  putstheantben- 
ticitj  of  the  stamps,  and  the  bona-fide  char* 
acter  of  the  postal  service,  beyond  a  doubt. 
It  will  be  iiotic«d  that  he  speaks  of  a  forth- 
coming stamp,  and  of  a  new  design,  value 
10  parAs,  and  destined  to  prepay  newspaper 
postage. 

pgsn. — From  Guayaqnil  we  have  received 
a  new  PeruTian  stamp  of  the  value  of  one 
peseta.  It  is  apparently  from  the  same  die 
Rs  the  una  petela  brown  of  18G2,  bat  being 
printed  in  a  bright  orange  colour,  presents 
a  much  more  attractive  appearance.  Our 
obliging  correspondent  informs  as  that  it  is 
the  first  specimen  that  has  reached  htm. 

TitUkmk.—The  Philatelut  was  the  first  to 
chronicle  a  fresh  value, — ninepence,  deep 
blue,  watermark  tas  placed  obliquely.  It 
will  be  observed  that  it  is  of  the  same  colour 
S3  the  threepence,  and  therefore  liable  to  be 
confounded  with  it. 

British  CoLCMitu. — Wo  have  official  in- 
lelligence  from  Victoria,  B.  C.,  to  the  effect 
that  the  only  postage  stamps  now  in  use  in 
that  colony  are  the  Canadian.  The  former 
xeries  has  been  destroyed. 

UuNQiRT.- — The  engraved  25  kr.  is  now 
printed  in  dull  lilac,  and  is  exceedingly 
effective  in  appearflnce. 


THE  T.  B.   MORTON   STAMPS  AND 
THEIR  HISTORY. 

The  "T.  B,  Morton  &  Co,"  stamps,  and 
CHpecially  those  forming  the  second  series, 
have  enjoyed  an  unenviable  reputation.  Kven 
after  admitting  to  a  qualified  extent  the 
genuineness  of  the  first  issue,  the  second  was 
St  once  condemned  by  its  suspicious  likeness 
to  the  "  Clara  Rothe  "  fabrication.  And  yet 
'bis  time  the  doubters,  ourselves  amongst 


tbe  I 


Tlie 


mqaestionably  genuine  character  of  both 
wries  is  proved  by  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Panopoulo,  an  old  correspondent  of 
outT,  and  director  of  Messrs.  T.  B.  Morf <  n 
&  Co.'s  postal  department. 


DAMUDG  AND  BLACK   SEA   STEAM    CO. 
T.    n.    HOBTOX   AND  CO. 

Cotutatitin^pie, 

Decembers?,  1871, 

Tithe  Eai/Oro/''THBSTAKF.CoLLECTOH'gl(AOAIDIB." 

Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest, I  beg  to  give  you  the  necessary 
particulars,  in  order  to  efface  all  doubt 
regarding  the  authenticity  of  T.  B.  Morton 
&  Co.'s  poataf^  stamps. 

Messrs.  T.  B.  Morton  &  Co.  are  a  shipping 
company,  established  in  this  city  since  the 
year  1855,  plying  their  steamers  between 
Constantinople  and  the  Black  Sea,  and  up 
the  river  Danube  ;  and  have  always  carried 
a  private  mail.  The  franking  of  the  letters 
for  the  first  thirteen  years  was  made  either  by 
writing,  or  by  stamping  with  a  handstamp, 
the  word  franco  for  all  letters  paid.  This 
provisional  method  came  to  an  end  in  18t>9, 
when,  owing  to  the  increase  of  tbe  company's 
steamers,  an  improvement  in  the  postal  ser* 
vice  became  necessary. 

lit  Emittion,  June,  18G9, — Round  hand- 
stamp  imtlumt  steamer  (but  n  month  later 
with  steamer),  as 
per  enclosed  spe- 
cimens; red  and 
blue  impressions 

Ion   coloured    pa- 
per, the    former 
representing  the 
nniform    postage 
— 1    piastre — for 
letters     of     any 
weight;  the  latter 
— J  piastre — for 
newspapers  of  any  weight.      The  paper  of 
four  different  colours,  signifying  the  different 
destinations,  viz.,  while  for  Bourgiis,  Varna, 
and   Kustendjec ;    yellow  for  Sniina;   red  for 
Tulcha  and  Galatz;  and  Um  for  Ibrail,  the 
terminus  port  of  the  line  in  the  Danube. 

In  October,  1870,  at  the  time  of  the  with- 
drawal of  the  French  Messageries  from  the 
Black  Sea,  owing  to  the  Franco-Prussian 
war,  tlie  Trebizond  line  (Asiatic  side) 
remnining  vacant,  at  the  request  of  a  con- 
sideruble  number  of  interested  merchants, 
this  company  re-established  the  line,  thns 
replacing   the   French  service.     The   postal 
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service  of  this  new  lino  being  of  a  certain 
iraportfmce,  we  had  to  contrive  for  a  new 
series  of  rognlar  postage  stampB. 

2nd  Emitaion,  October,  18/0.— At  present 
in  use,  oblong  rectangle,  perforated,  coloured 
impreasion;  green  (J 
piuetre);  red  (1  piea- 
tre)i  and  blae  (2  pias- 
tres) ;  on  wlitto  paper ; 
design,  &c.,  ae  per 
tipecimcns  enclosed ; 
fuvi  piastres  being  the 
"^  postage  on  this  lino 
for  single  weight  of  about,  say,  half  an 
oance ;  one  piastre  for  books  and  periodicals; 
and  ^  piaitre  for  newspapers. 

A  recent  reduction  of  postage  on  period- 
icals and  newspapers,  brings  forlb  a  'Srd 
cmiggion,  December,  1871  (in  course  of 
impression),  to  be  used  on  and  after  Ist 
January,  1872.  Oblong  rectangle,  slightly 
longer,  but  not  broader,  than  those  mitv  in 
UBO;  perforated.  Tnipresi^ion  in  twoc<doni-B, 
viz.,  black  and  red  on  blue  paper,  and  of 
a  different  design  ;  specimens  of  which  I  will 
not  fail  to  fiend  yon,  with  particulars  rfgnrd- 
ing  same,  in  due  course.  Value,  10  parasi, 
:=  \  ])iastre. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 
Yours  truly, 

A.  B.    PANOPOtJLO, 


We  have  since  rtaeived  a  second  letter 
from  Mr.  Panoponlo,  with  pi-oofa  of  the 
projected  10  para 
journal,  the  emission 
of  which  has  been 
delayed  through  the 
printer's  departure 
from  the  instructions 
he  had  received  as  to 
I  distribution  of 
the  oolonra  in  the  impression.  We  annex  an 
engraving  of  the  type  of  the  three  proofs  we 
have  received;  one  is  in  black  on  blue  paper, 
and  entirely  uncoloured;  tiio  others  are  also 
in  black,  the  first  on  white,  the  second  on  blue 
paper,  but  the  whole  of  the  stamp,  except  the 
scroll  and  flags,  is  covered  with  a  brick-red 
ground,  printed  over  the  black  in  a  second 


operation,  and  the  letters  t.  b.  m.  A  CO.  »ns 
also  in  brick-rod.  The  design  ialithi^raphed, 
and  the  colouring  being  aa  roughly  laid  on 
as  in  tfao  illustrations  which  adorn  children'* 
books,  tbo  initials  are  half  off  and  half  on  the 
flag.  In  the  stamp  aa  finally  issued.  Mr. 
Panopoulo  informs  us  the  dia^nal  line" 
forming  the  ground,  the  initials,  the value.snii 
the  anchors  will  be  in  bright  reil,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  design  in  black ;  the  issae 
will  also  be  gummed  and  perforated.  At 
intervals  just  outside  the  lino  of  the  lower 
mai^in,  are  some  minute  initials,  which  no 
take  to  be  those  of  the  postal  dir«;tor. 

The  Morton  stamps  were  first  noticed  by 
Monsieur  Mocns,  whose  information  respect- 
ing them,  together  with  the  above  engrav- 
ing of  the  circular  typo,  was  reproduced  by 
us  on  page  121  of  our  seventh  volume.  The 
details  there  given,  so  far  as  tbcy  went,  wtre 
more  exact  than  we  ourselves  believed  tliem 
to  be  lit  the  time,  but  our  incroiiulity  wis 
very  excusable,  seeing  that  at  that  time  (us 
now)  many  mysterious  emissiona  finddcelj' 
"  took  their  rise  "  on  the  Contineut. 

The  circular  type  with  steamer  above  the 
word  H(*NCO  liai,  we  believe,  never  before 
been  chronicled.  Wo  have  ourselves  bad 
specimens  by  us  for  more  than  a  twelve- 
month, but  have  always  deferred  onr  in- 
tended examination  of  them  ;  and  this  we  di 
not  now  regret.  The  steamer  is  wedged  in 
between  the  word  fr*nco  and  the  name 
which  f<>rms  the  inner  arch  above,  and  seems 
to  have  been  modelled  afler  the  style  of  the 
wood-cota  which  frequently  adorn  the  ship- 
ping advertisements  in  commercial  papore. 
There  is  no  difierence  between  the  first  and 
the  second  issue  in  tbe  arrangement  or  sin) 
of  the  inscriptions.  Both  the  circular  types 
are  printed  on  very  thin  paper,  and  cloeelr 
resemble  in  their  general  appearance  and 
mods  of  impression  the  journal  stamps  of 
the  old  local  post  of  Constantinople;  the 
similarity  is  even  noticeable  in  the  division 
of  the  stamps  from  each  other  by  rnled  lines, 
forming  rectangles.  The  obliterating  mark 
is  a  largo  transveras  oval  band,  inscribed 

T.    B.     MORTON     &    CO.,     CONSTANTINOPLE,    and 

struck  in  blue  or  red  across  the  stamp. 

The  lithographed  oblongs,  which  in  reality 
form   the    third   complete   eeries,     are  not 
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devoid  of  merit,  thougli  tbeir  looks  aro  in 
some  respects  more  against  than  for  them. 
Each  value  has  been  separately  drawn  on 
the  stone,  and  consequently  in  each  the 
design  differs  slightly  in  detail. 

The  specimens,  we  possess  of  the  first  two 
issues,  are  as  follows : — 

First  issue,  circular. 

Ked,     on  yellow  paper. 

„   white 

„   blue 

„   rose 
Green  „   blue 

„   rose 

„  yellow 

Second  issue,  circular,  steamship   above 
"  Franco." 

Red,  on  yellow  paper. 

„    white 
„   rose 
„   blue 


»> 


» 


>» 


» 


»> 


11 


11 


99 

11 


11 


» 


11 


11 


11 


11 


Blue  „   rose 


11 


11 


11 


11 
Green 


11 


11   blue  „ 

11   white  „ 

„   white  „ 

„   yellow  „ 

The  green  impressions  were  probably  blue 
originally.  We  understand  from  {he  above 
letter  that  the  circular  stamps  are  still  in 
use,  the  oblongs  having  been  issued  solely 
for  the  Trebizond  service  ;  if  we  are  wrong, 
Mr.  Pauopoulo  will  correct  us. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

ENGLISH    OFFICIAL   STAMPS   AND    INVERTED 

WATEUMAUKS. 

To  the  Editor  of  *^  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dbah  SiRt — I  am  ^lad  Mr.  Atleehas  broached  the  sub- 
ject of  English  official  stamps.  I  hare  for  some  time 
eollectod  them,  and  as  they  frank  letters  on  wliich  they 
are  impressed,  as  much  as  any  adhesives,  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  be  collected.  To  Mr.  Atlee*a 
list  I  now  add  the  following :  ~ 

London  Post-offices: 

1. — Large  circle,  in  centre  paid  in  two  lines ;  abore, 
Lo?n>o?r,  w.c  ,  and  a  letter ;  below,  date. 

2.— Very  similar  to  1 ;  chabino-cross,  "W.c,  sub- 
stituted for  LONDON,  w.Om  in  1. 

3— Sam©  as  **/"  in  Mr.  Atlee's  first  list  (Dec.  1871, 
p.  178),  but  without  three  lines  in  centre. 

To  the  lists  of  stamps  with  inverted  watermarks,  given 
at  pages  103  and  119  of  the  1871  volume  of  The  Stamp- 
Colteeior't  Magazinty  I  can  add  the  following : — 


England,  4d.  red,  present  issue,  inv.  garter. 
England,  2d.  blue,  present  issue,  inv.  crown. 
Hong  Kong,  &c.,  chrome-yellow,  inv.  crown  and  cc. 
I  have  several  specimens  of  the  Id.  English,  with  in- 
verted crown,  in  my  possession. 

I  am,  Sir. 

Tours  very  truly, 
llamtterUy.  HANOVEttlAN. 

[Th«  threo  franlui  mentlnnfd  bj  onr  oonrspnndMit  ara  not  nfflclal  In 
Mr.  Atloe'i  tice«ptatlon  of  the  t«mi.  but  »re  nierol.v  tho  marlu  InipiVMied 
uptin  Iviten  prepaid  in  eoin  oT«»r  the  eouut«r.— Eo.] 


BOLIVIAN  ESSAYS. 
To  the  Editor  ©/""Thb  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.*' 

Dear  Sir, — The  strip  of  Bolivian  stamps  described  in 
your  November  number,  I  believe,  must  be  shams.  New 
essays  they  cannot  be,  as  the  value  is  expressed  in  tho 
old  coinage,  which  ceased  to  be  current  alK)ut  four  years 
ago,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  intention  of  sub- 
stituting it  for  the  decimal  currency. 

llieir  similarity  to  the  stamp  figured  in  No.  3  of  The 
Fhiiatelitt  is  somewhat  suspicious,  and  again  tho 
omission  of  the  flags,  cannons,  &c.,  in  the  Bolivian  arms 
(which,  from  your  description,  I  fancy  figure  on  these 
labels)  is  another  argument  against  their  being  genuine 
essays  at  all. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

Talparaitso,  F^.  W.  M. 

[We  are  {;lad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  retumhiff  to  these  atampa. 
M.  MnenH,  in  a  Bupercilions  tono  wltirli  dn<>fi  not  ndd  to  the  \aIuo  of  nia 
reinarkB,  critSci»eR  uur  r«>frrcnre  to  tlieni  in  our  Nnvc<nib*^r  number,  and 
ii  aatonUKed  that  we  should  venture  to  argue  the  poeiiibUitj  of  a  new 
aerle«,  brcause  one  of  o«tr  eorrtf<pondcnt«  hiui  reoelv«»d  pmofM  of  the  tjrpe. 
When  one  of  M.  MoeuH'  corrpipond'  ntii  neeivca  pmofn  of  a  tj-pe.the  eaae 
it  dlllbreDt ;  th<>n  there  can  t>e  no  doubt  (hat  thejr  ind;cate  a  ntm  laane. 
For  our  part,  with  the  pxample  of  Pern.  In  eonaeqiu'nce  of  a  chance  In 
govemmpnt,  rorrrtliig  to  tiii  old  device  in  relief,  it  did  seeui  £i  na 
poealble  that,  under  a  new  order  of  thinga  In  Bolix  la.  the  flndj-engraved 
deaiffn  of  tlie  American  Bank  Note  Co.  nileht  be  replaeed  by  tho  priinl- 
tivo  Ijrpe  to  which  wx  alludrd  In  our  November  nninbur.  Thin  type,  as  it 
now  appears,  was  the  original  of  the  engraving  we  published  in  1S67.  but 
in  our  wond-eut  (which  in  fact  was  the  same  as  that  which  appeared  in 
2>  Timltnrt-roaU).  the  sun  Is  tvpresented  b.r  a  Phrrgtan  bonnet,  and  the 
llama  ia  nowhere,  therefore  the  deelgn  described  in  November  bjr  our 
eontribnttir.  seemt-d  to  be  similar  to,  but  not  Identical  with,  that  of  1M7. 
and  we  took  it  to  be  a  new  one.  M .  Muens  now  vouehMifea  to  inform  na 
fand  we  presume  he  has  obtained  the  infbmiatinn  sinee  the  wood<eut 
made  its  appearance),  that  the  eleven  easajs.  all  differing  In  detail  from 
each  other,  were  submitted  to  the  Bolivian  government  In  IS^,  bat 
refused  because  thev  were  badly  executed,  and  because  the  gn\-emmeni 
bad  then  no  intention  of  issuing  stamps.  Hence  they  would  appear  to 
have  been  spontaneously  designm  by  the  p^raon  who  offen'd  (hem  to  tho 
pn-emment,  and  all  the  v^ue  they  possese  is  deH\-ed  from  the  fact  that 
they  were  rodly  aiamlncd  and  rejected  by  It.— Eo.] 


ENGLISH  OFFICIAL  STAMPS.— IRISH  ODDITIES. 

To  t!ie  Editor  o/^The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir, — In    Mr.   Dudley  Atlee's   last  essay  on  official 
stamps,  the  following  Dublin  offices  were  omitted. 


Government  Prisons, 
Census  of  Ireland, 


•  •  Wm.  Lamr. 
Henry  Wilkib. 
Matheson. 

Mackay. 

Fines  and  Penalties  Office,  '   J.  Mackay. 


Chief  Secretary's  Office,       ..  R.  W. 
Registrar  of  I'etty  Session    \   j   '^^. 
Clerk's  Office,  |  J.  Ma< 


Besides  these,  I  discovered  an  official  envelope  impressed 
with  a  handstamp,  consisting  of  a  circle,  surmounted  by 
a  crown,  enclosing  the  word  paid,  and  date  (1866) ;  tho 
stamp  is  struck  in  bhte^  and  the  envelope  was  one  belong- 
ing to  the  office  of  Receiver  of  Constabulary.  It  bears 
on  it  two  signatures ;  viz.,  A.  B.  Cane,  and  L.  B.  Briscoe. 
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In  addition  to  these,  in  hunting  over  some  old  papers, 
amongst  several  members*  franks  I  found  some  very 
antique  coTers,  handstamped  with  the  words  ranelagu 

PENNY  P08T,   BRAY  PENNY  POST,   BOLTON'S  PENNY  POST. 

Kanelagh  is  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Dublin.  Bray  is 
situated  about  twelve  miles  from  that  city ;  the  possessive 
's  added  to  Bolton  would  suggest  the  idea  of  an  individual, 
not  a  to^'n.  Should  I  esteem  these  worthy  of  a  place  in 
my  album  ? 

"In  a  youn^  friend's  collection,  the  other  day,  I  came 
across  a  Mexican  (Hidalgo)  four  reale$  green  on  yellow. 
Tins  is,  no  doubt,  the  production  of  those  Yorkshire  and 
Glasgow  firms  whose  dealings  you  have  so  justly  and 
openly  exposed.  I  would  advise  all  collectors  who  w'.sh 
to  keep  their  albums  free  from  trash  and  waste  paper,  to 
preserve  all  the  forgeries  they  come  across  in  a  small 
Dook ;  bv  this  means  they  will  be  able  to  compare  any 
suspected  stamps  that  come  into  their  hands,  and  weed 
their  collections  accordingly. 


Dublin. 


I  remain. 

Yours  truly, 

M.  n.  CARR. 


z 


rc«n  Any  of  nnr  rraHfra  aflbrd  n*  Information  on  tho  "  penny  po«ti "  to 
vliieh  oar  e«HTMponent  rafeni— Ed.] 


ANOTHER  ODD  POSTMARK.  —  THE  HAITIAN 
IMPOSTOR.  -  THE  LOMBARDO  -  VENETIAN 
REPRINTS,  1861. 

To  the  Editor  ef^^  The  Stamp-Collpxtfor's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  clearly  some  relationship  between 
the  "  odd  postmark,"  named  at  page  13  of  your  January 
number,  and  a  handstamp  in  my  possession,  which  I  for- 
warded to  you  for  inspection  in  May,  1870,  but  about 
which  you  were  unable  to  give  me  any  information  (see 
vol.  viii.,  p.  80, — **  Answers  to  Correspondents  ").  My  en- 
velope was  posted  at  Constantinople,  23rd  February,  1870, 
and  IS  handstamped  with  a  transverse  oval,  horizontally 
divided  by  a  bar,  above  which  is  fr.,  surmounted  by  a 
small  crown,  and  below,  2  p.  40  c. ;  beside  it  is  a  large 
pen-and-ink  figure  9,  which  was  the  number  of  pence 
charged  on  delivery.  One  of  the  postmarks  reads,  **  Mar- 
seille k  Lyon,  Special,"  which  appears  to  indicate  that  the 
letter  enjoyed  some  special  privileges  of  transit,  for  which 
the  sender  had,  no  doubt,  paid  an  extra  rate;  and  as  it 
bears  no  adhesive  stamps,  I  have  always  considered  the 
handstamp  to  indicate  the  amount  or  postage  paid  in 
Constantinople.  It  thus  becomes  almost  a  e/ampj  rather 
than  a  postmark,  and  most  decidedly  collectable.  As  you 
appear  to  invite  information  on  the  subject,  I  thought  the 
above  might  interest  you. 

I  was  very  glad  to  see  the  Haitian  imposture  hit  so  hard 
in  your  Jan.  number.  I  have  one  in  my  collection  which 
I  obtained  when  they  first  came  over,  but  have  always 
considered  spurious,  and  kept  merely  as  a  curiosity.  One 
little  oircumslance,  on  which  my  conviction  was  chiefly 
based,  in  the  face  of  the  conflicting  opinions  expressed 
with  regard  to  this  stamp  (?),  appears  to  have  escaped 
notice.  The  dealer  I  got  it  from  had  a  dozen  or  two  nice 
clean  used  specimens,  not  too  heavily  postmarked^  which 
he  said  were  the  first  importations,  and  assured  me  he 
fully  believed  in  them,  and  their  genuineness  was  quite 
settled.  They  were,  however,  all  innocent  of  gum,  and 
had  been  separated  with  a  pair  of  tciasora.  The  origi- 
nator of  these  impostors  is  no  doubt  tcell  accustomed  to 
handling  stamps.  He  appears  to  be  in  the  practice,  com- 
mon amongst  dealers,  of  separating  unused  specimens 


with  a  pair  of  scissors;  and  in  preparing  his  first  supply 
of  Haitian  25  c.  to  put  upon  the  market,  the  force  of  habit 
was  too  strong,  and  he  forgot  that  he  was  going  to  cancel 
them,  and  issue  them  as  used  stamps,  and  that  the  public 
never  thinks  of  anything  else  but  teari."p  them  apart  by 
means  of  the  perforations  provided  for  thejpurpote. 

If,  as  seems  not  improbable  (from  the  fact  that  many 
specimens  show  parts  of  two  or  more  postmarks),  they  wers 
delivered  to  the  partg  interested,  by  his  engraver,  reitdp 
pottmarked  in  the  sheets  he  must  have  been  a  still  greater 
*'  duffer  "  not  to  have  been  sharp  enough  to  tear  them 
apart. 

I  consider  your  January  number  quite  settles  the  ques- 
tion, but  the  above  is  additional  evidence,  if  you  think  it 
worth  inserting. 

The  lombardo- Venetian  Reprints  of  1861.— On  ex- 
amining  the  specimens  of  the  reprinta  of  the  Lomhardo- 
Venetian  issues  of  1861  (head  to  right),  at  my  command, 
I  find  that  some  of  them  are  perforated  12,  some  10,  and 
others  10  at  sides,  and  9  at  bottom  and  top.  Thus  I 
have  specimens  of 

a.    2,  3,  10,  15  soldi,  nerf.,  12  all  round. 

If.    5,  15  soldi,  perf.  10  all  round. 

e.    2,  3  snldi,  perf.  10  at  sides,  9  top  and  bottom. 

My  first  idea  was  that  this  great  diversity  of  perforation 
tended  to  favour  the  supposition  that  Xheec  were  tb^ 
stamps  actually  prepared  ror  issue,  and  not  destroyed,  as 
has  been  sugs^ested,  but  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  and 
afterwards  perforated  in  batches  to  meet  the  penuiremcnts 
of  collectors ;  but  the  fact  that  the  10  and  5  soldi  exist  in 
these  new  varieties,  seemed  to  prove  that  reprinting  had 
been  going  on  ;  and  on  further  comparison  I  find  that  til 
the  specimens  b.  and  e.  are  distinguished  by  poorness  of 
execution,  especially  in  the  embossing  of  the  head,  as 
compared  witn  the  a.  set,  and  have  all  bmwn  gum,  while 
the  a.  set  hitherto  known  has  white.  It  seems,  there- 
fore, beyond  a  doubt  that  either  two  or  three  reprinU 
have  talcen  place,  instead  of  one,  as  hitherto  supposed. 

A  letter  lately  received  from  Trieate,  vii  Germany 
and  Belgium,  has  the  following  cancellation  disposed  in 
two  lines  across  the  stamps. 

K.   K.   FAHRBXDBS 
P08TAMT,   IfO-  8. 

This  would  appear  to  refer  to  a  "  mail  coarh  **  or  bona 
conveyance,  with  a  box  lor  the  receipt  of  letters  #m  rottte; 
as  I  believe  the  railway  travelling  poets  obliterate  with 
an  ^*  Eisenbahn "  stamp.  The  envelope  bore  no  other 
poMfmark,  either  English  or  foreign,  except  the  letters  PD. 

Post  Otrds. — In  reference  to  the  curious  marks  de- 
scribed from  my  specimens,  in  your  November  number,  a 
gentleman  of  great  experience,  to  whom  I  submitted  then, 
says, 

It  hu  Inner  bern  known  thut  oar  anthorltl^  pot  t««i  mark*  on  tiM 
■tampa.  varring  fW»m  tliiie  to  ilm*»,  tn  fniiird  Hg-UnKt  ronr«^«w ;  probablT 
the  diits  in  the  p  inny  hf,  Buch  :  but  I  nth«>r  think  tlw>T  ar»  all  traw«  of 
wherr  thi»  cnjfrawr  I«a  the  knob  of  •U^X  hold  iig  hi*  dU  to  tb«  roakiMt 
till  h«  hmd  finished  his  engrmvlng.  Thatr  belnff  hi  the  bonier  b«lM  tbii 
view.  "^ 

I  conclude  he  would  account  for  the  entire  absence  of 
these  marks  on  the  bulk  of  the  cards,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  smaller  number  on  some  specimens,  by  the  gradual 
wearing  down  of  the  stereotvpe  impressions  from  the 
original  die,  these  little  »' knobs"  being  thus  gradually 
brought  to  the  surface. 

Yours  truly, 

Manchester.  J.  C. 

[With  reference  to  th«  odd  postmark,  wo  mar  remark  that  the  af«i»  • 

on  ourm  ia  not  written,  bat  haudatatup«d,  appareni^  at  tb*  aaao  tlMcM 
toe  met  of  the  mark.—  Ed.  J 
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POSTAGE   STAMPS  AT  AUCTION. 

OoB  chronicle  of  events  this  month  would 
be  singularly  incomplete,  if  we  omitted  to 
present  to  our  readers  an  account  of  the 
first  sale  bj  public  auction  of  stamps  held 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 

Most  collectors  are  aware  that  this  method 
of  dispersing  specimens  has  been  tried  on 
seTeral  occasions  in  New  York,  where  it 
seems  to  have  been  inaugurated  by  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  J.  W.  Scott  <&  Co. ;  and  when, 
early  in  the  present  year,  they  opened  a 
"  store "  in  the  English  metropolis,  it 
seemed  almost  a  natural  consequence  they 
should  import  the  American  novelty  into 
this  country,  and  see  if  the  British  (collect- 
ing) public  appreciated  the  specimens  thus 
offered  as  highly  as  report  said  their  trans- 
atlantic cousins  had  done.  Wo  are  unable 
to  say  whether  the  experiment  has  been  a 
snecess  or  not,  and  indeed,  so  far  as  it  afiects 
private  interests,  we  are  not  concerned  to 
inquire;  but  it  is  our  duty  as  faithful  his- 
torians to  make  our  friends  fully  acquainted 
with  this  the  latest  phase  of  the  stamp- 
dealing  business,  and  they  can  draw  their 
own  conclusions,  and  point  the  moral  of  the 
tale  for  themselves. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  literary  auctioneers,  Messrs.  Sotheby 
A  Co.,  of  Wellington  Street,  Strand,  by  whom 
the  auction  was  conducted,  we  received  a 
copy  of  the  catalogue  some  days  ago ; 
unluckily,  we  were  not  able  to  attend  the 
view  of  the  lots  preliminary  to  the  sale,  but 
we  studied  the  catalogue,  and  made  the  best 
nse  of  our  opportunities  on  the  18th  March, 
when  the  sale  took  place. 

Upwards  of  270  lots  were  offered,  very 
many  consisting  of  single  stamps,  some  of  sets 
or  groups.  The  lots  were  mounted  on  neat 
strips  of  card,  and  handed  round  to  the 
company  for  examination,  much  in  the  style 
that  coins  are  exhibited  at  Messrs.  Sotheby 
A  Co.*s  sales. 

The  catalogue  led  off  with  stamps  of  the 
United  States,  then  came  a  long  array  of 
locals  (close  upon  100  lots  of  these),  miscel- 
laneous stamps  followed,  and  the  stamps  and 
envelopes  of  the  Confe^lerate  States  brought 
up  the  rear. 

VOL.  X.    Ko.  111. 


The  announcement  was  that  the  sale 
comprised  a  seledion  from  the  celebrated  col- 
lection of  Mr.  J.  W.  Scott,  and,  after  the 
papers  which  had  appeared  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Philately,  we  looked  with  some 
curiosity  to  the  Local  Americans  and  Con- 
federates as  being  the  quarters  where  wo 
should  discover  most  of  interest. 

The  first  noticeable  items  were  lots  12,  a 
Brattleboro*  stamp ;  15  and  16,  sets  of  the 
three  types  of  5  and  10  cents  St.  Louis  ;  and 
17  and  18,  two  copies  of  the  redoubtable 
20  c.  St.  Louis  themselves. 

Of  the  two  last,  lot  17  was  said  to  be 
"wn/^we;"  lot  18,  **  a  variety,  only  one  othei' 
in  existence :  '*  the  latter  struck  us  as  the  finer 
copy.  Both  were  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Scott, 
whose  name  was  on  the  catalogue  as  himself 
executing  commissions ;  and  we  heard  it 
stated  in  the  room  that  both  the  20  c.  will 
go  back  to  America  ;  they  realised  about 
£6  10s.  apiece.  The  prices  of  the  5  and  10 
c,  about  20/-  each,  seem  to  indicate  that  these 
are  not  maintaining  the  factitious  prices  put 
on  them  by  American  dealers  of  late  times. 
We  cannot  say  we  regret  that  any  of  these 
stamps  should  recross  the  ocean. 

Lots  34  and  35,  the  well-known  Bloods, 
large  rectangle,  postman  striding  over  houses, 
we  thought  fine  stamps,  though  the  former 
was  an  injured  specimen  ;  the  latter  fetched 
50/-,  also  to  Mr.  Scott's  bid — full  value  for 
the  copy.  Originals  are  rare,  but  we  dissent 
from  the  catalogue  addendum,  "  nearly 
unique,'*  to  them.  We  believe  several  spe- 
cimens are  to  be  found  in  collections  in  this 
country. 

By  the  way,  how  remarkable  it  is  that  those 
who  described  these  stamps,  and  enumerated 
among  the  tests  of  the  genuine  that  on  the 
house,  to  the  left,  the  word  lithoghapu  is  to 
be  read  printed,  failed  to  notice  that  the 
word  is  incomplete,  wanting  the  initial  L;  and 
also,  still  more  strange;  that  above  it,  in 
equally  plain  lettering,  is  Sinclair,  so  that  it 
reads  Sinclair  iTHOGKAPri ;  the  lines  of  the 
shading  run  into  the  end  of  the  lower  word, 
which  probably  was  meant  for  Utlwgrapher. 

A  Blood's  paid  despatch,  dove  in  large 
oval  (lot  3r»),  fetched  20/- :  this  is  a  scarce 
stamp,  but  the  copy  was  indifferently  good. 

**  Lot  49,  Jefferson  Market  post  office,  pink, 
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unique,**  was  the  next  object  attracting  our 
attention  ;  it  provoked  some .  competition, 
and  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Pemberton  at 
£6 — an  extravagant  price  in  our  judgment. 
The  stamp  is  a  poor  design,  badly  executed 
in  lithography,  and  we  must  consider  its 
claims  as  extremely  doubtful.  Its  appear- 
ance is  not  in  its  favour,  and  we  are  at 
present  without  any  information  of  a  reliable 
kind  which  would  induce  us  to  put  more 
trust  in  it  than  its  looks  bespeak. 

Several  very  fair  copies  of  well-known 
stamps  followed,  such  as  Messenkope's, 
Floyd*s,  Comweirs,  Kidder's  (somewhat 
rare),  Gordon's,  and  Pomeroy's ;  speaking 
roughly,  they  averaged  near  upon  10/-  to  15/- 
— sometimes  2Q/ — apiece.  We  noticed  some 
queer-looking  Indian  beads  (Westervelt's 
post),  in  many  colours,  and  one  or  two  little 
stamps  unknown  to  us,  such  as  Kingman's 
City  Post,  Mercantile  Library  stamps,  and 
others;  some  of  these  fetched  20/-  to  25/- 
each. 

Lot  109  brought  a  stamp  stated  to  be 
unique — the  large  Boyd's  City  Express  Post. 
The  design  is  the  eagle  on  globe,  like  the 
well-known  smaller  set,  the  whole  stamp 
being  larger.  This  copy  was  stuck  over  a 
Pomeroy  stamp  (female  bust),  and  was  a 
very  desirable  acquisition ;  it  was  knocked 
down,  after  very  little  competition,  at  155/- ; 
also,  wo  heard,  for  America. 

Wy man's  Engine  and  Car  (lot  113), 
**  unique,^'  bought  in  at  45/- ;  we  do  not 
fancy  it  deserved  to  be  styled  unique. 

The  general  stamps  then  came  on :  a 
rather  fine  used  British  Guiana,  patimus, 
magenta,  brought  28/- ;  lot  132,  a  2  cent, 
yellow  provisional  (pearl-border  variety,  a 
beautiful  copy),  realised  12/-,  and  was  not 
unreasonably  dear. 

Lu9on,  or  rather  Philippines,  5  c.  orange- 
red,  1854  Y  *55 — a  good  used  specimen  of 
a  very  r^e  stamp,  postmarked  with  a  series 
of  small  square  dots,  fetched  50/-.  Lot  li-O, 
the  next  lot,  the  only  used  copy  of  the  10  c. 
of  the  deep  red  or  carmine  variety,  same 
issue,  we  ever  saw,  brought  28/- ;  and  lot 
142,  deep  blue,  1  real,  postmivrked  (circular 
mark),  26/- ;  these  were  all  good  lots. 
There  was  also  a  fair  used  specimen  of  the 
4  tornese  blue  (arms)  Naples,  which  went  at 


40/- ;  and  four  views  of  Sydney — UDUsed 
Id.,  two  of  2d.,  and  one  bad  copy  3d. — ^brought 
84/-  ;  well  worth  the  money. 

Great  running  was  made  for  lot  159,  the 
13  c.  Sandwich  Islands,  figures  in  fancy 
bordering.  It  eventually  was  secured  for 
£6  10«., — a  very  full  price,  as  it  was  of  the 
commoner  type  known,  not  the  H.i.  and  U.S. 
which  we  lately  described. 

A  Tuscany  2  soldi  (passable  copy)  fetched 
19/-,  and  several  ordinary  lota  of  stamps 
went  at  low  figures.  At  this,  ae  at  all  sales 
we  ever  attended,  some  lots  went  cheap,  while 
others,  for  no  assignable  reason,  fetched 
more  than  far  superior  or  even  unused  copies 
could  have  been  procured  for  of  any  re- 
spectable dealer. 

A  sale-room  is  not  the  place  in  which  to 
buy  the  common  specimens  of  anything  one 
collects.  Collector's  desiderata  are  well 
known,  and  if  not  bid  up  for  by  the  public 
till  they  reach  the  owner's  ideas  of  value, 
are  usually  bought  in,  or  knocked  down  to  a 
friend,  whose  protecting  aid  prevents  a 
sacrifice. 

The  turn  of  the  Confederates  then  came, 
and  the  biddings  got  brisker,  though  some 
lots  fell  very  cheaply.  A  Lynchburg,  se- 
cured for  23/-,  coming  after  a  lot  for  which 
a  run  had  been  made  by  two  or  three  excited 
bidders,  was  a  bargain.  We  noticed  once  or 
twice,  after  a  keenly-contested  lot,  the  next, 
whatever  it  was,  fell  flat.  Mr.  Pemberton 
purchased,  at  100/-,  lot  219,  a  real  gem  in 
its  way,  being  the  5  c.  Nashville,  grey  on 
slate,  which  was  the  first  colour  in  which 
this  stamp  was  chronicled  by  Mount  Brown. 
Of  late  years  its  existence  in  this  colour  has 
been  doubted,  all  we  have  ever  seen  being 
falsities;  and  our  verdict  dethroned  the 
grey  or  slate  in  favour  of  the  pink  or  car- 
mine. We,  therefore,  closely  examined  the 
copy  in  this  sale,  and  found  it  to  be  from  the 
genuine  die.  It  looked  to  us  like  a  proof; 
we  could  not  discover  if  it  had  ever  been 
gummed  at  the  back  or  not,  but  it  was  un- 
used and  in  beautiful  condition,  and  was  one  of 
the  best  things  sold.  Several  fine  used  pink 
copies  of  the  same  stamp  followed,  and 
fetched  40/-  and  iipwards  each.  This  we 
were  glad  to  see,  as  these  were  undoubtedly 
genuine;  but  the  3  cent  Nashville  (lot  218), 
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pink  on  white  (the  abandant  recent  supplies 
of  which  seem  to  us  to  indicate  reprinting), 
foand  little  favour,  and  was  knocked  down 
for  20/-. 

The  Rheatown  (lot  223)  was  the  only  one 
we  ever  saw  ;  it  was  nnused.  We  did  not 
like  its  looks,  though  it  may  bo  better  than 
our  fears  would  warrant.  The  bidding^ 
were  somewhat  slow  for  this,  and  its  fate  was 
known  at  65/-. 

Marion  again,  with  its  hitherto  unknown 
riches  of  2  c,  3  c.!  5  c.!!  and  10  c. !!!  is  to 
ns  a  mystery  ;  none  of  the  four  values  were 
postmarked  ;  they  realised  about  £5  apiece, 
one,  we  think,  five  guineas.  We  wish  the 
purchasers  joy ;  they  have  more  faith  in  them 
than  we  possess,  and  we  shrewdly  suspect 
that,  as  the  plates  are  in  existence,  we  have 
not  yet  seen  the  last  of  these  ugly  affairs.  It 
would  be  a  serious  misfortune  it  the  prices 
got  at  this  sale  should  encourage  a  reprint. 

Pleasant  Shade  again  (lot  240,  fetching 
35/-)  is  a  stamp  we  believe  to  be  at  best  re- 
printed, but  more  likely  a  humbug  altogether. 
Who  ever  saw  an  undoubtedly  genuine 
postmarked  copy  ?  Where  is  Pleasant 
Shade  ?  and  what  happened  to  it  during  the 
war  of  the  rebellion  ?  These  questions,  if 
candidly  answered,  might  help  far  to  solve 
the  point. 

Athens  (lot  235)  realised  -SO/-.  We  do  not 
believe  in  this  stamp  at  all ;  and  on  in- 
spection at  once  should  say,  Caroiie,  TBe 
Macons  (lots  236-9)  seemed  to  be  received 
by  the  company  with  great  incredulity,  a 
sentiment  in  which  we  fully  share;  we  be- 
lieve such  a  stamp  really  exists,  but  deem 
those  offered  at  the  auction  to  be  reprinted, 
and,  consequently,  mere  rubbish. 

The  Confederate  envelopes  were  a  queer- 
looking  lot.  One  London  amateur  bit  his 
fingers  in  paying  60/-  for  a  copy  (evidently 
reprinted)  of  the  so-called  Knoxville  en- 
velope. Who  ever  saw  a  used  copy  of  this? 
The  fresh  ink  of  the  impression  was  clearly 
visible  as  the  auctioneer's  assistant  held  it 
up  in  passing  our  eyes.  The  other  envelopes 
seemed  chiefly  made  by  impressing  the 
rudest  red  and  black  figures  on  coarse  brown 
shop-paper  envelopes ; — a  very  dull-looking, 
uninteresting  series  they  were.  About  20/- 
each.  seemed  to  be  the  average  price,  and  we 


thought  they  were  mostly  bought  in.  One 
Houston,  postmarked  (lot  256),  fetched  £3  ; 
this  looked  a  genuine  postmarked  envelope 
to  our  rapid  glance  as  it  passed. 

A  few  United  States  envelopes,  some  being 
very  fine  varieties,  and  about  as  good  as  any- 
thing in  the  sale,  brought  it  to  a  close.  These 
also  seemed  to  us  bought  in,  as  did  many,  if 
not  a  majority  of  the  lots  all  througb.  Our 
cursory  pencil  jottings  of  the  prices  sbowed 
that  the  hammer  fell  to  a  total  of  nearly 
two  hundred  guineas  in  the  aggregate, — a 
little  more,  perhaps,  than  less,  but  we  are 
not  far  from  the  mark. 

The  auctioneer,  who  made  his  first  ex- 
perience in  selling  stamps,  was  evidently 
somewhat  amused  at  the  proceedings;  so 
were  one  or  two  casual  strangers  who  drop- 
ped in  during  the  sale. 

Once,  to  a  lot  described  as  "  believed  to  be 
unique,**  the  auctioneer  remarked  the  an- 
nouncement was  modest,  which  provoked  one 
of  the  company  to  say,  "  We  expected  that 
from  America  just  now  !  "  This  elicited  some 
laughter,  but  otherwise  we  have  seen  much 
more  fun  over  a  country  sale  of  crockery 
ware,  and  much  more  spirit  in  the  biddings. 

Almost  all  the  leading  metropolitan 
amateurs  and  dealers  were  present,  with  re- 
presentatives of  the  philatelic  press,  so  that 
a  more  favourable  company  can  hardly  be 
expected  on  any  subsequent  occasion.  But 
there  was  an  evident  atmosphere  of  distrust 
as  to  many  of  the  lots  ;  a  pervading  idea  of 
reprinting,  and  dread  of  bogus  stamps, 
which  seemed  to  weigh  aj^ainst  the  biddings ; 
an  impression  not  altogether  removed  by  tho 
fact,  that  most  of  the  rarities  in  locals  were 
either  bought  in  by  Mr.  Scott,  or  supposed 
to  have  been  purchased  for  American  com- 
missions. Nothing  prejudices  the  spirit  (»r 
competition  of  a  public  sale  so  much  as  the 
idea  that  the  bidders  are  to  bo  trotted  out 
against  the  proprietor,  or  must  bid  in  the 
dark  against  unknown  competitors. 

We  shall  look  with  interest  to  see  if,  in 
the  result,  this  salo  sets  the  fashion,  and 
brings  others  in  its  train  ;  and  if  fiesh  im- 
portations of  stamps,  whoso  authenticity  is 
equivocal,  make  their  mushroom  appearance 
in  the  market. 


52 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


THfcJ  PRINTING   QV 
THE   LUXEMBURG   STAMPS. 

BKPRINTED  FROM   *' LE  TIMBREPOSTE.** 

Looked  at  from  an  artistic  point  of  view, 
the  Laxoraburg  postage  stamps  are  dis- 
tingnished  as  well  by  their  design  as  by  their 
perfect  execution.  Those  of  the  first 
emission,  with  effigy  of  the  King-Grand- 
Dake,  possess,  beyond  contradiction,  great 
merit.  As  far  as  fineness  of  engraving  goes, 
they  may  be  placed  in  the  same  rank  with 
the  first  Dutch  stamps,  which  are  excellent 
engravings,  and  even  with  the  Belgian  stamp 
of  the  first  series, — recognised  as  one  of  the 
most  beautiful, — surpassed  in  design  orexecu- 
tion  only  by  the  magnificent  English  stamps, 
and  those  of  some  of  the  English  colonies. 

The  stamps  of  the  other  two  types  are  ir- 
reproachably executed,  and  are  far  above 
those  of  the  Gorman  states,  manufactured 
after  the  same  plan.  Above  all,  the  last 
type,  represented  by  the  1,  2,  and  4  cent.,  is 
of  incontestable  fineness ;  it  is  remarkable 
by  its  well-brought-out  details,  as  also  by  its 
charming  ornaments,  and  may  compete  with 
the  French  stamps,  fabricated  upon  a  su- 
perior system. 

The  stamps  of  the  first  issue  were  pre- 
pared by  the  government,  by  which  it  was 
considered  advisable  to  follow  the  method 
employed  in  Belgium,  a  method  which  had, 
in  fact,  been  first  adopted  by  England,  and 
consisted  in  engraving  the  design  in  taille- 
douce,  on  steel  plates. 

M.  Barth,  engraver,  and  M.  Michel,  me- 
chanic, both  Luxemburgers,  were  sent  to 
Brussels,  to  visit  the  workshops  of  the 
Belgian  government,  and  to  get  ready  the 
necessary  plant.  The  first  made  the  ma- 
trices, the  reproducing  cylinders,  and  the 
plates,  of  which  there  were  four,  two  for  each 
value,  each  plate  containing  200  copies.  The 
second  constructed  the  forms  for  the  fabri- 
cation of  the  watermarked  paper,  as  also  the 
printing-machines,  and  those  for  surfacing 
and  pressing  the  paper. 

The  enormous  expenses  which  attended 
the  mounting  of  the  first  stamp  manufactory 
(from  £400  to  £500),  decided  the  govern- 
ment to  give  up  the  system  of  engraving  on 
steel  for  the  other  stamps.     Another  cause 


of  the  abandonment  of  this  costly  procjftas 
was  the  outlay  occasioned  by  the  preparation 
of  an  annual  supply  of  the  stamps, — a  work 
executed  by  M.  Barth,  under  the  surveillance 
and  control  of  a  government  agent, — an 
outlay  which  each  time  amounted  to  £24, 
and  which,  with  the  cost  of  keeping  the  ma- 
chines in  order,  far  exceeded  the  sum  neces- 
sary for  the  acquisition  of  the  mai^riel  re- 
quired for  the  manufacture  and  the  printiag 
of  a  several  years*  stock  of  all  the  stamps  of 
the  other  two  types. 

The  first  machines  were  sold  by  Ujo 
government  as  soon  as  the  plates  became  no- 
serviceable  for  the  printing  of  the  stamps. 

Of  the  first  type  M.  Barth  has  produced  a 
proof  of  the  10  c.  and  of  the  1  s.  gr.,  printed 
in  black  on  whitish  drawing  paper;  and 
another  proof  of  the  10  c,  in  black  on  or- 
dinary paper. 

When,  in  1859,  it  was  decided  to  intro- 
duce the  25,  30,  37^,  and  40  c.  stamps  of  the 
second  type,  it  was  necessary,  as  above 
stated,  to  change  the  system  of  printing,  on 
account  of  its  expensiveness.  The  system 
of  printing  by  the  typographic  process,  by 
means  of  electrotype  casts,  already  in  use  in 
most  of  the  German  states,  was  then  adopted. 
Tenders  for  the  printing  were  at  once  re- 
ceived from  Luxemburg  engravers,  typo- 
graphers, and  printers  ;  those  of  a  Frankfort 
type-founder,  M.  Dressier,  to  whom  the 
government  had  addressed  itself,  were,  how- 
ever, found  the  most  advantageous,  and  were 
accepted. 

It  was  this  gentleman  who  made  the  cur- 
rent 10,  12^,  25,  30,  37|,  and  40  c.  stamps. 
For  a  sum  of  about  forty  pounds  he  furnished 
250  cubes  of  the  10  centimes  and  125  cubes 
of  each  of  the  other  values.  When  making 
his  tender,  he  submitted  for  inspection  by 
the  government  a  proof  of  the  10,  and  one  of 
the  30  centimes,  printed  in  black,  on  white 
paper,  of  perfect  execution,  and  of  which 
there  exist  but  a  few  rare  copies. 

At  first,  the  work  of  printing  the  stamps 
was  entrusted  to  Luxemburg  printers ;  Mr. 
V.  Buck  then  sent  in  (June,  1859)  a  proof 
of  the  30  cent.,  in  brownish  lilac,  on  white 
laid  paper,  watermarked  with  a  w.  The  exe- 
cution was  very  mediocre;  the  printer  did 
not  succeed  in  bringing  out  the  tine  points 
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of  the  design,  probably  because  the  instru- 
ments employed  were  not  exact  enough,  or 
the  workmen  did  not  possess  the  requisite 
experience  for  such  delicate  work. 

This  failure  necessitated  a  fresh  inquiry 
abroad,  and  the  Frankfort  printer,  M.  Nau- 
mann,  was  applied  to — the  one  who,  some 
time  previously,  had  made  the  bonds  for  the 
Luxemburg  loan.     By  him  were  presented, 
in  July,  1859,  two  proofs  of  the  10  centimes, 
in  reddish   lilac,    on   white,  machine-made 
paper,  one  without  watermark,  and  the  other 
with  a  w  as  a  watermark;  and  the  satis- 
factory way  in  which  they  were  executed 
secured  him  the  concession  of  the  contract 
for  printing  the  stamps.     It  is  this  same  firm 
which  has  not  olily  printed  the  stamps  of  the 
second  type  since  1857,  and  the  1, 2,  and  4  c. 
of  the  third  type,  but  has  also  furnished  the 
casts  for  the  three  latter  stamps,  much  better 
made  than  those  of  the  second  type,    de- 
livered by  the  type-founder,  Dressier. 

In  April,  1863,  Mr.  Erasmy,  lithographer, 
of  Luxemburg,  solicited  the  favour  of  being 
allowed  to  print  the  stamps,  and  submitted 
to  the  government  two  typographic  proofs 
of  the  10  c,  printed  in  dull  blue,  one  water- 
marked with  a  w,  the  other  un  water  marked. 
The  impression  on  the  watermarked  paper 
succeeded  better  than  the  other,  but  the  two 
proofs  not  being  found  satisfactory,  the 
government  continued  to  confide  the  priuting 
to  M.  Naumann. 

When  the  change  of  colour  of  the  10,  25, 
and  37^  c.  took  place,  in  July,  1865,  and 
again  on  the  occasion  of  the  issue  of  the  20  c, 
in  1867,  M.  Naumann's  firm  presented  as 
proofs,  to  be  chosen  from  by  the  government, 
all  the  stamps  of  the  two  latter  types,  printed 
in  various  colours,  of  which  the  following 
have  found  a  place  in  some  collections  : — 

1  centime  blue,  rose,  green,  pale  lilac,  reddish  lilac, 

brown  (imperforate). 

2  „      blue,  rose,  green  (imperforate). 
4       „      blue,  rose,  green  (imperforate). 

10  „  lilac-mauye,  light  lilac,  reddish  lilac,  dark 
brown,  Prussian  blue  (imperforate). 

12)      „      green  ^rouletted  in  lines  of  colour). 

20  „  Yermilion,  iron-grey,  ash,  brownish  grejr, 
olive,  sea-green,  light  blue  (rouletted  in 
lines  of  colour). 

20       „      blue,  rose,  green  (imperforate). 

25        „       reddish  lilac,  green  (imperforate). 

S7|      „      light  blue  (rouletted  in  lines  of  colour). 

40       „      light  brown  (         „  „  ). 


PAPERS  FOR  BEGIXNERS.— No.  XVIII. 

BY  OVEUY  TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

THE  DANUBIAN   PRINCIPALITIES^ 

gloIJiabia. 

{Continued  from  page  25.) 

Here  the  string  of  facts  comes  to  an  end, 
and  we  are  called  upon,  with  their  aid,  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  numerous  types 
which  pretend  to  genuineness.  Whoever  is 
practically  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the 
demand  for  stamps  by  collectors,  will,  I  am 
sure,  be  disposed  to  agree  with  my  assertion, 
that  the  total  number  of  specimens  of  these 
early  Moldavian  printed  to  meet  it  is  four 
or  five  times  greater  than  the  number  of 
stamps  shown  by  the  official  documents  to 
have  been  struck  off  for  use  in  Moldavia 
itself.  They  have  been  in  constant  request, 
have  been  sold  for  the  last  nine  years  by 
every  dealer  of  any  standing,  have  never 
been  dear,  and  are  met  with  in  every  album 
of  any  pretensions  whatever.  Under  Dr. 
Magnus'  analysis  they  resolve  themselves 
into  fifteen  distinct  types,  five  for  each  value, 
but  the  finance  office  minute  distinctly 
states  that  four  "  seab,'*  or  handstamps, 
only  were  prepared,  ai^d  that  with  them 
the  supply  of  24,000  labels  was  to  be  struck. 
There  could  have  been  no  casts  taken,  the 
four  dies  were  sufficient  for  such  a  very 
moderate  amount  of  work,  and  when  it  was 
done,  they  were,  with  due  formality,  returned 
to  the  finance  minister.  Hence  it  results,  be- 
yond dispute,  that  there  can  he  hut  oiie  genuine 
type  for  each  valiie^  and  this  is  a  deducible 
fact  which  overrules  Dr.  Magnus's  leaning 
in  favour  of  the  authenticity  of  two  types  of 
each.*  The  old  hypothesis,  accounting  for 
the  existence  of  varieties,  to  the  effect  that 
each  post-office  possessed  its  own  dies,  and 
struck  off  its  own  supplies,  is  equally  upset. 
Although  the  design  and  execution  of  the 
stamps  are  barbarous  in  the  extreme,  and 
their  presumed  hap-hazard  arrangement 
would  lead  us  to  argue  a  totally  unregulated 

•  This  was  in  type  before  I  saw  the  editorial  foot-note 
in  the  February  number,  respecting  the  learned  doctor's 

f>resent  opinion.     I  have,  however,  thought  it  better  to 
eave  these  observations  in  type,  as  it  is  desirable,  once 
and  for  all,  to  establish  the  truth  respecting  these  stamps. 
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issue,  the  facts  are,  that  the  stock  was 
worked  off  at  one  place  and  time  under  the 
superintendence  of  a  quali6ed  official,  the 
numbers  printed,  issued,  and  returned  into 
stock,  being  known. 

Again,  returning  to  our  starting-point,  it 
is  known  that  nearly  all  the  Moldavian 
stamps  at  present  in  existence  are  unused 
copies.  This  is  a  characteristic  which  alone 
suifices  to  condemn  them.  It  is  hardly  pos- 
sible that  a  genuine  unused  copy  can  be  in 
existence ;  if  any  are  to  be  found  they  must 
rank  among  the  primest  rarities  in  a  collec- 
tion. To  prove  my  position,  and,  at  the  risk 
of  being  reproached  with  repetition,  let  me 
remind  my  readurs  that  the  24,000  stamps 
printed  were  estimated  to  be  sufficient  for 
a  year's  consumption,  and  that  when  the  issue 
was  withdrawn,  after  a  currency  of  only 
sixteen  weeks,  about  half  the  total  num- 
ber were  found  unissued  in  the  cashier's 
safe.  What  bad  become  of  the  other  half  ? 
The  only  rational  answer  is  that  they  had 
been  used.  The  consumption  had  been  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  the  estimate,  but  primi- 
tive indeed  must  have  been  the  habit  of  cor- 
respondence in  Moldavia  if  the  whole  country 
could  not  furnish  twelve  thousand  letters  in 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  year.  Still,  it  may 
be  urged,  what  actual  proof  is  there  that  a 
certain  number  of  surplus  stamps  did  not 
remain  in  the  provinces,  and  thus  ultimately 
find  their  way  into  the  hands  of  collectors, 
— in  other  words,  that  the  stock  found  in 
the  cashier's  safe  comprehended  the  unem- 
ployed supplies  issued  to  the  provincial 
post-offices  ?  This  objection  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  dispose  of,  for  strong  inferential  proof 
exists  that  all  the  unemployed  stamps  were 
included  in  the  stock  returned  to  the  finance 
minister.  The  inventory  of  the  "remain- 
der" was  taken  on  the  26th  February, 
185*J,  whilst  the  circulation  ceased  on  the 
1st  November,  1858.  There  was,  therefore, 
an  interval  of  about  four  months,  during 
which  there  would  be  ample  time  for  the 
country  offices  to  return  their  unused  stock 
to  the  head  office ;  and  the  only  one  missing 
link  in  the  chain  is  the  date  of  the  death  or 
final  withdrawal  from  his  office  of  the  cashier, 
as  operations  seem  to  have  been  suspended 
after  his  departure.     It  is,  however,  fair  to 


suppose  that  as  the  bead  post-office  had  to 
render  to  the  finance  office  a  rigorously 
strict  statement  of  the  unemployed  stamps, 
accompanying  that  statement  with  the 
stamps  themselves,  it  exacted  an  equally 
strict  statement,  and  the  return  of  the  un- 
employed stamps,  from  its  own  subordi- 
nate offices.  Besides  which,  the  postmaster 
and  the  controller,  in  returning  the  "re- 
mainder" to  the  finance  office,  are  careful 
to  state  that  they  will  be  followed  by  an 
"  account,"  which  could  hardly  be  other  than 
a  table,  showing  the  number  of  stamps  used, 
together  with  other  postal  statistics  in  con- 
nection with  their  issue  and  the  general 
working  of  the  tariff.  From  these  premisses, 
and  the  fact  that  no  mention  is  made,  in 
document  No.  548,  of  outstanding  stock,  I 
conclude  that  the  quantities  therein  named 
really  comprehended  all  the  unissued  and  all 
the  issued  but  unemployed  stamps. 

This  much  being  granted,  the  "remainder" 
of  11,692  stamps  is  traced  into  the  hands 
of  the  finance  minister.  Have  any  of  these 
stamps  ever  been  delivered  out  to  stamp 
collectors  ?  I  answer  decidedly  not,  and  for 
this  simple  reason, — that  if  the  finance  office 
had  given  away  specimens  of  the  three 
higher  values,  it  would  also  have  given  away 
specimens  of  the  27  paras.  There  were 
2325  copies  of  this  latter  value  returned  into 
stock,  or  nearly  double  the  number  of  the  81 
paras;  yet  not  a  single  unused  copy  has 
ever  been  seen,  nor  is  ever  likely  to  be.  The 
"  remainder  "  of  all  the  values  most  there- 
fore have  been  destroyed,  or  must  be  still 
lying  intact  among  the  archives  of  the  finance 
office,  and  all  the  unused  specimens  of  the 
four  values  must  be  forgeries  or  reprints. 
That  they  are  reprints  I  think  is  not  ad- 
missible. The  dies,  being  rendered  up  to 
the  finance  office,  passed  out  of  the  power  of 
the  postal  employ Ssy  who  have  so  often  been 
solicited  by  dealers  for  specimens ;  and  we 
have  never  heard  of  any  official  reprint 
taking  place  such  as  that  of  the  Austrian 
first  issues,  or  the  French  republic  series  of 
1848.  I  therefore  cannot  see  the  possibility 
of  returning  any  other  verdict  than  thafc 
they  are  all  alike  forgeries. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  needful  to  discuss  at 
length   the  aspect  of  the   question    which 
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woold  result  from  the  assumption  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  alternative  hypothesis  above 
referred  to,  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  the 
unused  specimens,  to  the  effect  that,  not- 
withstanding the  withdrawal  of  the  series, 
the  unemployed  stocks  were  really  held  over 
by  the  post-offices  to  which  they  had  been 
issued ;  for  at  the  very  outset  there  would 
again  arise  the  fatal  objection  that  no  un- 
used copies  of  the  27  paras  have  ever  been 
found;  and  it  is  not  conceivable  that  the 
stamps  of  this  value  should  have  been  used 
up  to  the  last  one,  whilst  abundant  supplies 
of  the  others  should  have  been  kept  by  the 
provincial  offices. 

To  define  the  true  type  for  each  value 
would  be  a  difficult  and  a  useless  task.  It 
would  be  difficult  because  there  are  so  very 
few  used  specimens  in  existence  to  describe 
from,  and  because  even  the  used  copies  may 
bear  fraudulent  obliterations.*  It  would  be 
useless,  for  in  all  probability  very  few,  if  any, 
of  my  readers  will  ever  be  called  on  to 
decide  on  the  genuineness  of  obliterated 
copies,  and  the  unused  condemn  themselves. 
Dr.  Magnus  has  only  seen  four  obliterated 
copies  in  all — one  of  which,  a  54;  paras,  was 
obtained  by  Mr.  Philbrick  from  the  secre- 
tary to  the  late  Lord  Palmerston,  and 
another  is  the  only  known  specimen  of  the 
27  paras.  The  genuineness  of  the  latter 
may  be  taken  for  granted,  and  Dr.  Magnus 
observes  that  this  27  paras  and  Mr. 
Philbrick's  54  paras  are  both  obliterated 
in  the  same  manner,  so  that  the  authenticity 
of  this  latter  is  likewise  proved.  Another 
54  paras,  agreeing  in  type  and  postmark 
with  the  one  above  referred  to,  and  a  108 
paras,  with  a  dubious  postmark  belonging 
to  the  stamps  of  the  second  series,  complete 
the  list  of  the  doctor's  four  specimens. 
Three  only,  out  of  the  four,  are  genuine, 
and  we  less  favoured  collectors  are  not  likely 
to  see  so  many,  therefore  we  had  better  de- 
cide on  abstaining  altogether  from  the  at- 
tempt to  collect  specimens  of  the  first  Mol- 

♦Mr.  PembertoD  says  {Fhilatelisty  vol.  ii.,  p.  63),  Who 
can  show  us  a  specimen  with  a  postmark  whose  genuine- 
ness can  be  proved  bevond  suspicion  ?  Of  course  there 
are  plenty  of  them  [?J  to  be  seen  postmarked,  but  what 
is  that  postmark  ? — a  rather  close  imitation  of  one  found 
on  some  of  the  1861  stamps,  and  the  shape  of  which  is  very 
peculiar. 


davian  series.  We  must  look  upon  them 
as  philatelic  mammoths  and  dodos,— extinct 
species,  of  which  bnt  few  traces  exist ;  and, 
above  all,  we  must  refrain  from  investing  in 
the  spurious  imitations  which  are  all  that  can 
now  be  obtained. 

Whence  come  these  imitations,  which  have 
been  offered  in  good  faith  by  many  dealers 
of  unblemished  honesty?  From  the  very 
spot  where,  of  all  others,  it  might,  in  the 
absence  of  positive  information,  have  been 
fiiupposed  that  genuine  specimens  were  ob- 
tainable,— from  Jassy.  Mons.  Moens  has 
received  his  from  the  Austrian  post-office 
there.  Dr.  Viner,  as  long  since  as  1864, 
got  them  in  the  same  town ;  and  other 
applicants  have  also  drawn  their  supplies 
from  Jassy,  or  from  the  district.  This 
just  shows,  that  as  soon  as  the  demand  for 
stamps  sprung  into  existence,  and  inquiries 
were  addressed  to  postal  officials  in  Moldavia, 
they,  or  others  for  them,  were  shrewd  Enough 
and  dishonest  enough  to  profit  by  it,  by  fab- 
ricating impressions  to  imitate  the  genuine 
ones.  Perhaps,  by  this  time,  those  who  fur- 
nish the  imitations  have  got  to  believe  them 
to  be  genuine,  and  so,  too,  have  a  good  many 
collectors,  who  will  be  loth  to  fadmit  that 
they  have  been  deceived  ;  but  we  now  know 
the  truth  concerning  the  emission,  and  we 
must  submit  to  its  results. 

The  late  discovery  of  the  27  paras  is  a  re- 
markable  circumstance,  to  which,  in  con- 
elusion,  it  is  necessary  to  refer,  to  prevent  the 
deduction  of  erroneous  inferences.  It  might 
be  said,  it  is  strange  that  the  officials  who 
forged  or  sold  forgeries  of  the  three  higher 
values  did  not  likewise  forge  the  lower  one. 
But  the  true  answer  to  this  must  be  that  its 
existence  was  overlooked,  or  forgotten.  The 
very  fact  that  the  true  stamp  was  *not  dis- 
covered until  1868  proves  it.  The  27  paras 
had  as  real  an  existence  as  the  others,  and 
was  more  used  than  two  out  of  the  other 
three  values;  yet  no  one,  writing  from 
Roumania,  ever  referred  to  it,  and  had  it  not 
in  some  sort  sunk  into  oblivion,  some  one  or 
another  would,  even  if  unable  to  procure  it, 
have  at  least  referred  to  the  fact  of  its  having 
existed.  But  this  value,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, was  used  only  for  the  shorter 
distances,  and  less  notice  may   have   been 
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taken  of  it  than  of  the  stamps  which  prepaid 
"large"  or  registered  letters.*  Furthermore, 
in  1862  the  entire  postal  service  was  re- 
organised, and  very  probably,  on  that  oc- 
casion, important  changes  in  the  personnel 
took  place,  the  head  office  also  being  moved 
from  Jassy  to  Bucharest;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  year  after  thai  inquiries  were  made 
at  Jassy  for  the  stamps  of  a  series  two  re- 
moves from  the  one  then  current.  These 
circumstances  answer  the  conjectures  which 
might  be  founded  on  the  isolated  fact  of  the- 
immunity  from  forgery  of  the  27  paras,  but 
were  they  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  such 
conjectures  could  not  shake  the  value  of  the 
other  and  combined  facts  which  demonstrate 
the  impossibility  of  the  nuused  copies  of  the 
remaining  values  being  anything  else  than 
forgeries. 

THE    ENGRAVING    AND    PRINTING 
OF  POSTAGE   STAMPS. 

A   CRITIQUE,   BY  AN   ENGRAVER. 

M.  MoTTBROZ  has  just  published  a  remark- 
able work — Essais  sur  lea  gravures  chimiques 
en  relief.  The  same  indefatigable  explorer  of 
every  ramification  of  printing  art  has  sent  a 
long  communication  to  Ulmprimerie  concern- 
ing the  manufacture  of  bank  notes  and 
postage  stamps ;  and  on  the  subject  of 
postage-stamp  printing  we  find  him  bo 
interesting  that  we  shall  quote  him  en- 
tire : — 

To  be  convinced  that  there  are  difficulties 
almost  insurmountable  in  executing  really 
fine  printing,  it  is  enough  to  look  at  postage 
stamps,  which  each  government  endeavours 
to  have  as  well  executed  as  it  can  get 
them. 

On  their  first  appearance,  postage  stamps 
were  almost  everywhere  produced  by  the 
copper-plate  process  ;  in  two  or  three  coun- 
tries lithography  was  the  fashion. 

These  two  printing  processes  are  enor- 
mously more  costly  and  less  regular  than  that 
of  letter-press.  Plates,  like  transfers,  wear 
out   rapidly  ;    and  after  having   had  a  few 

♦  This  argument  is  also  adduced  by  a  well-known 
writer  in  the  Philatelical  Journal  for  February,  iu  the 
course  of  a  short  but  interesting  article  on  these  stamps. 


good  proofs,  one  has  to  do  with  blurred  and 
worn-out  lines. 

A  large  number  of  conntries  now  follow 
the  letter-press  plan ;  and  since  ewery  govern- 
ment endeavours  to  have  its  letter- press 
stamps  as  fine  as  if  in  copper,  we  may  judge 
of  the  difficulties  there  are  to  surmount. 

The  examination  of  a  collection,  almost 
complete,  which  M.  Baillieu  has  been  so 
kind  as  to  place  at  my  disposal,  together 
with  a  large  amount  of  information,  enables 
me  to  give  a  few  hasty  outlines  of  the 
present  state  of  postage-stamp  printing  in 
the  difierenfc  divisions  of  the  globe. 

LWuxjraphed  Stamps. — Mexico  and  most, 
of  the  Spanish  colonies  employ  lithography, 
although  the  results  obtained  are  generally 
bad. 

Bergedorf  has  some  rather  good  proofe. 

Roumania,  some  very  middling. 

New  Caledonia  lithographs  a  horrible 
caricature  of  Napoleon  III. 

During  the  siege  of  P.aris  the  government, 
which  probably  failed  to  send  its  postage- 
stamp  clicMs  out  of  town,  had  some  stamps 
lithographed  in  the  country,  which  were 
not  nearly  so  bad  as  the  other  lithographed 
stamps. 

Stamps  from  Copper-plate. — The  United 
States  use  copper- plate  both  for  their  bank 
notes  and  their  postage  stamps,  and  have 
obtained  splendid  results.  A  postage  stamp 
for  15  cents  reproduces  a  large  picture 
representing  Columbus  taking  possession  of 
America,  and  each  one  of  the  numerous 
personages  is  perfectly  visible. 

Brazil,  Chili,  and  the  Argentine  Con- 
federation, have  now  very  fine  postage 
stamps,  engraved  and  printed  at  New  York 
by  the  American  Bank  Note  Company. 

Jamaica,  Malta,  and  Holland,  for  the 
higher-priced  stamps,  have  very  finely- 
wrought  engravings ;  too  much  so  for  good 
printing. 

Canada,  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Sootia, 
Newfoundland,  and  some  other  English 
Colonies,  still  use  copper-plate. 

Letter-press  Stamps. — Russia  employs  thin 
inks,  and  has  some  cAe/i-d'a?urre  of  typography. 

The  stamps  for  the  English  colony  of 
Hong  Kong  are  almost  as  fine  as  those  of 
Russia;  and  some  of  them  might  be  mistaken 
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for  copper-plate  engraviuf^s.  The  celebrated 
hoDse  of  De  Ln  Rne  &  Co.,  of  London,  pro- 
duces tbem.  Thiit  extraordinary  house  raann- 
lactnres  the  ntamps  of  a  lar^re  nomlier  of 
coantries,  and  engages  in  everything  which 
relates  to  paper.  At  this  verj  moment  it 
haa  hold  of  the  French  market  for  letter 
papers,  and  onr  stntionern  do  not  go  ont  of 
their  way  to  struggle  iigainnt  this  invnsion. 

The  British  Indian  istamps,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Mauntiun,  are  very  striking  as 
to  tbeir  printing. 

The  latest  issue  of  Poftngal  ia  also  very 

Whilst  the  English  colonies  have  stamps 
printed  in  suporior  style,  Great  Britain  her- 
self has  very  ordinary  ones.  The  English 
stamps  are  at  nboat  the  same  level  as  those 
of  Torkey,  Greece,  Switzerland,  France, 
Prussia,  Hanover,  Denmark,  and  Wiirteni- 
bnrg.  In  the  last-named  country,  abont  Ihe 
year  1850,  a  very  elegant  stamp  was  brought 
ont,  composed  exclusively  of  vignettes  and 
type. 

Stamp  printing  is  less  than  mediocre  in 
Poland,  in  Norway,  io  South  Anstralia,  and 
New  South  Wales ;  it  is  really  bad  in 
Victoria,  and  particularly  in  Spain  and  tho 
Spanish  colonies,  where  letter-press  is  nsed. 

Italy  ia  difficult  to  class.  It  is  the  coantry 
of  experiments  in  stamps.  The  Italian  are 
of  all  styles ;  and  in  the  present  time  some 
are  made  which  are  rather  good  than  bad. 
Bat  in  this  land  of  art,  nothing  excellent 
has  been  produced,  if  we  except  the  very 
remarkable  copper-plate  stamp  produced  in 
Sicily,  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Ferdinand. 

Of  all  poataf)^  stamps,  the  worst  are  those 
of  the  Papal  States.  Engraving  and  print- 
ing alike  carry  us  back  to  Ihe  infancy  of 
those  two  arts. 

Conelution. — In  the  very  considerable  num- 
ber of  stamps  made  use  of  in  all  coontriea, 
there  is  scarcely  half  a  score  of  which  one 
can  say, — these  are  well  printed.  If  an  ex- 
amination were  made  of  the  innumerable 
papers  of  value,  of  private  and  pnblic  banks, 
nil  the  world  over,  the  same  proportion  would 
be  disclosed.  Whence  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  the  most  insnrmonntable  obbtacle  to  op- 
pose to  the  forging  of  bank  notes,  postage 


stAmps,  and  other  papers  of  value,  is  an 
absolutely  perfect  impression  of  finely-en- 
graved sarfaccs. 

At  tho  present  time,  when  the  increase  in 
our  taxes  is  causing  a  great  number  of  new 
stamps  to  be  printed,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  point  out  tlio  surest  meanj^f  frus- 
trating the  designs  of  those  who  may  in- 
tend to  defraud  the  public  treasury. — TIte 
I'riiiteri'  BegMer. 


NEWLT-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

0[JB  budget  this  month  ia  comparatively  un- 

nttraclive,    being  almost  exclusively   com- 
posed of  notices   of  minor   vnrieties.     The 
sole  prominent  exception  is  the  new  series  for 
Pkince  Edward  Island. — This  is  noticed 
by  onr  Sew  York  contemporary,  who  de- 
scribes   it  as    "simply    a    _ 
disgrace  to  any  country."    W 
Tho  stamps  are,  according    ra 
to   him,  "the  poorest  en-    B 
graved     in     use     in     the    |j 
British    dominions; "   and     p. 
we  can  fully  bear  oat  hia     E 
opinion  ourselves,   and    so, 
we  think,  will  our  renders,  after  examining 
the  annexed  engraving.      The  list  of  the 
values  is  aa  follows : — 

One     cent  orange 

Three     „      rose 

Six         „      violet 

Twelve  „      green 
The  design  consists  of  the  head   of  the 
Queen  to  left,  in  varions  frames,  and  inscribed 

PRINCE    EDWARD    ISLAND,    POSTAGE,   with  ValuO 

in  words.  The  stamps  are  printed  on  soft 
white  paper,  anwatermarked  and  badly 
perforated.  In  size  they  are  rather  above 
the  average,  being  as  lai^e  as  the  Costa  Rica 
stamps,  it  is  sarprising  that  at  a  period  ia 
the  issue  of  stamps,  when  all  our  colonies  are 
seeking  to  obtain  finely-engraved  and  artistic 
designs,  the  Prince  Edward  Island  authoritiea 
should,  from  an  apparent  enthusiasm  far 
economy,  prefer  tbe  rough  productions  of 
some  native  artist  to  the  finished  works  of 
the  American  Bank  N^ote  Company.  As 
these  stompa  mark  the  supercession  of  the 
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antiquated  cairency,  in  (kvonr  of  the  decimiil 
aystem,  they  were  certaioly  worthy  of  a 
finer  design. 

RaasUN  Locals. — We  are  in  receipt  of  a 
batch  of  hitherto  unengraved  locals,  from 
our  St,  Petersburg  correspondent,  which 
we  proceed  to  describe. 

Tamhoff. — Annexed  are  illnstrations  of  the 
3  kop.  stamp,  black  on  white,  described  in 
■■■■■PB  ^^^  'i^''  published  by  e 

^^™^"*  tint,  on  white,  re- 
minding  one  strongly  of  the  5  kop.  Boa- 
Bian  envelope.  The  design  is  very  fairly 
engraved  in  this  latter,  and  our  corres- 
pondent assigns  as  a  reason  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  bees  and  hive,  which  form 
the  armorial  bearings  of  the  government  or 
county  of  Taraboff,  aitnate  to  the  south-east 
of  Moscow,  that  that  government  is  entirely 
composed  of  very  fertile  land. 

Livni. — This  is  the  least  interesting  of  all 
the  Biissian  locals,  and  in  appearance  re- 
sembles nothing  bo  nearly 
as  a  bobbin  label.     De- 
ri ption — "  bless  you  (to 
'    paraphrase  on  Canning's 
J  knife-grinder), we' venone 
to    give,"    further    than 
that  the  impression  is  on 
a  crimson  paper,  and  that 
the  stamp  is  punched  out 
of  the  paper  on  which  it  is  printed,  so  as 
to  leave  a  rim  of  scalloped  dents  following 
the  outer  margin  of  the  border, 

Sovmma. — The  3  kopecs  stamp  (brown), 
known  so  long  since  as  18G9,  and  engraved 
on  p,  11  of  The  Stamp-G'^Uector'a  Magazine 
for  1870,  has  been  superseded  by  a  stamp  of 
gimilar  design,  the  valne  being  increased,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Tamboff,  from  three  to  five 
kopecs.  The  new  comer  is  lithographed 
deep  red  on  white.  The  device  in  the 
centre  ia  a  play  on  the  name  of  the  town, 
which  signifies  a  bag. 

Our  correspondent,  with  reference  to  the 
TamboS*  and  Sonmma  stamps,  makes  the 
very  just  observation  that  the  retrograde 
movement,  evidenced  in  the  increase  of  the 


local  rates  from  3  to  5  kopecs  is  much  to 
be  regretted.  It  would  seem,  however,  that 
these  low  rates  do  not  really  pay.  Oar 
correspondent  was  ao  informed  by  the  local 
authorities,  from  whom  he  obtained  the  spe- 
cimens he  has  sent  us,  and  they  gave  that  as 
a  reason  for  charging  him  an  extra  Lopec 
each  for  the  stamps. 

Egorieff. — The  diamond- shaped  3  kopecs 
stamp,  of  which  we  gave  an  illnstration  in 
our  magazine  fur  November  last,  exists  in  at 
least  two  varieties  of  type.  There  are  a 
black  and  blue,  both  lithographs,  and  a  black 
impression,  apparently  from  an  eo graved 
die.  The  execution  of  the  latter  ia  relatively 
very  fine,  the  lines  of  the  ground-work  being 
very  clearly  drawn,  and  the  lettering  and 
corner  stars  sharp  and  well-defined.  The 
paper,  also,  is  thicker  and  stonter. 

TuBKEY.~T.  B.  Morion  4"  Co.— The  10 
paras  journal  stamp,  to  which  we  referred 
last  monthf  ia  now  in  use,  and  differs  very 
much  from  the  original  design,  of  which  wo 
luiely  gave  an  illustration.  The  error  of 
the  lithographer  has  led  to  the  entire  sup- 
presaioD  of  the  diagonal  lines  and  the  oval 
corner  disks,  and  the  flag  has  been  re-drawn. 
The  design  now  consists  of  the  border, 
scroll,  and  the  words  jodrnal  stamp,  in 
black,  and  the  value,  flag,  and  anchors,  in 
red.  The  value  occupies  the  same  place  as 
in  the  proof,  and  the  anchors  are  in  a.  slanting 
position  in  the  lower  corners.  The  im- 
pression is  on  white  paper,  perforated,  and 
altogether  its  effect  is  decidedly  poor. 

The  proof  represented  in  our  last  number 
was  not  the  first  design  submitted  to  the 
Morton  company.  The  really  original  de- 
sign, now  before  us,  haa  the  oval  diska  at  the 
corners,  bat  they  are  unshaded,  and  the 
diagonal  lines  are  also  wanting.  Nine  thou- 
sand impressions  of  this  type  were  atmck  off, 
in  anticipation  of  its  acceptance,  on  blue 
paper,  the  disks  being  printed  in  mauve,  and 
they  have  now  been  turned  to  account  by 
the  company,  in  consequence  of  a  reduction 
of  its  letter-rates  from  2  piastres  to  1} 
piastre.  A  50  paras  stamp  is  to  be  iaaued'to 
represent  this  rate ;  but  pending  its  pre> 
paration  the  bine  10  para  journal  atainps  are 
employed,  in  conjunction  with  the  1  piastre 
stamp,  issued  iu  1870 ;  and  to  fit  them  for 
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ibia  service  the  word  letter  has  been  sar- 
cbarged  in  red  on  the  word  Journal. 

Deccan. — Tiere  exist  two  valnea  of  the 
current  Hcri«H,  one  of  which  has  been  only 
partially  noticed,  and  the  other  not  at  all. 
Tbe  one  anna  was  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Pemberton,  at  p.  123,  of  onr  last  volume, 
but  he  had  then  only  a  proof  to  dcEcribc 
from,  which  waa  printed  in  deep  hlac.  On 
p.  187,  be  gives  the  colour  as  russet-brown, 
and  in  the  February  number  of  the  Fhil. 
J<ivnial,  he  qnotes  it  as  being  of  a  rich  black- 
brown.  This  designation  is  objected  to  by 
our  Brighton  contemporary,  who  insists  that 
"a  ?ery  doll  pnce-brown  ia  the  hue  most 
approaching  the  truth."  Wo  have  tlie  stamp 
before  us,  and  at  first  sight  should  have 
pronounced  tbe  ci-eature  black ;  on  more 
closely  eiamining  it,  we  find  that  it  is  really  of 
a  brownish  hue,  but  we  hardly  like  to  say 
positively  what  other  tint  enters  into  its  com- 
position ;  we  fancy  a  triple  denomination — 
pnrple,  blackish  brown — is  required  for  it,  bnt 
perhaps  purple-sepia  might  be  accepted  as  a 
compromise. 

The  second  value,  which  is  qnite  a  new 
one,  is  the  two  annaa  bright-green,  respect- 
ing whose  tint  no  controversy  can  possibly 

SoKWAY. — The  new  3  sk.,  of  which  we 
gave  an  engraving  last  month,  has  been 
joined  by  a  4  sk.  bright  violet,  and  both 
stampsbear  a  post-horn  as  watermark.  There 
is  also  a  yellow  post  card  with  the  3  sk.  de- 
sign impressed  in  carmine  on  its  right  upper 
comer.     The  inscription  is  bsev.  sort. 

Again,  there  ia  a  3  sk.  envelope,  bearing 
the  adhesive  design  in  carmine,  and  the 
Norwegian  lion  rampant,  on  a  shaded  shield, 
is  struck  on  the  flap.  We  take  these  details 
from  Le  Timbre-Poate,  not  having  yet  seen 
Ihecard  onvaelvea.  An  envelope  and  a  card, 
each  of  the  value  of  2  skilling,  are  expected. 
It  has  been  rumoured  that  the  3  sk.  adhesive 
is  an  official;  this  we  can  affirm  is  not  the 
case,  aa  we  have  received  it  on  oidiuary 
letters. 

Fiance. — The  1,  2,  and  4  centime,  nn- 
perforated,  with  effigy  of  the  republic,  are 
now  rarely  to  be  met  with.  The  Petit 
Moniltur  Univerael  of  the  19th  March  con- 
tains the  following  paragraph : — 


Ths  oMtal  b 


ital  administration  vitl   ■hortl)'  put   on  ula 
in  experiment  wtiicli  will  last 
_  .  lopvs  Hnd  Ctie  adticaivea  will  bu 

■old  concurreiillf,  so  tlint  tbe  postal  admin islmtion  tnny 
nacertain  the  public  preferunce,  with  a  vivw  to  tho 
adoption  of  a  definite  measure. 

We  do  not  know  how  mach  importance 
is  to  be  attached  to  this  intelligence ;  we 
fear  not  mnch.  There  have  been  too  many 
such  ciTuirds. 

A  French  paper  of  tho  22nd  March 
says : — "  The  idea  of  issuing  postage  stamps 
witb  a  large  figure  in  the  centre  has  been 
definitively  abandoned.  Some  designs  of 
this  kind  were  printed  and  submitted  to  the 
president  of  the  republic,  but  they  were 
considered  too  nngainly.  Tbe  new  type 
which  has  been  finally  decided  on  consists  of 
a  small-sized  effigy  of  the  republic,  enclosed 
in  a  broad  border  of  about  a  millimetre  in  - 
diameter.  The  value  being  thrice  repeated 
in  figures  sufficiently  largo,  no  error  can  be 
possible.  Tbe  new  stamps  cannot  be  put  in 
circulation  before  another  month  or  six 
weeks,  for  this  period  will  be  required  to 
engrave  the  plates  and  strike  offa  sufficient 
number  of  copies." 

Assuming  this  intelligence  to  be  correct, 
the  time  required  for  preparing  a  supply 
seems  very  mnch  underrated,  and  we  can 
hardly  anticipate  tho  appearance  of  the  new 
stamps  for  some  months  to  come. 

Ceilon.— The  annexed  oegraving  repre- 
sents one  of  the  envelopes 
of  the  new  decimal  series. 
Tbe    engraving    has     been 
supplied  to  us  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the   PhUatelicnl 
Joutnal,  and  we  are  unable 
to  do  more  than  insert  it  in 
the  present  number.    In  tbe 
next  we  hope  to   give  full 
details  respecting  the  series, 
which,  if  the  above  design  may  be  taken  as 
a  sample,  would  seem,  to  vie  in  beauty  with 
ita  predecessor. 

CoNSTANTitiOFLE. — In  the  last  number  of 
Le  Timbre-Poite  appears  an  engraving  of  a 
handstamp,  said  to  be  used  by  tbe  present 
Constantinople  local  post,  for  the  prepay- 
ment of  printed  matter  sent  nnder  \MaA, 
for  distribntton  in  Constantinople  and  its 
suburbs.      It  is  circular,  with  Turkish  let- 


60 


THE  stamp-collector's  MAGAZINE. 


fering  in  the  upper  part, 'and  p.p.  below. 
The  Turkish  inscription  reads,  urzete  ahs 
OLOUNMous,  and  signiGcs  prepaid.  The  im- 
pression is  in  black,  on  white  and  on  blue 
paper.  What  the  local  post  really  is  we 
know  not ;  we  remember  hearing,  some  time 
back,  a  rumour  to  the  effect  that  the  local 
post  had  been  re-established,  but  have  never 
received  anj  confirmatory  details  that  such 
was  the  case. 

Great  Britain. — The  vaccination  certifi- 
cates all  bear  an  impression  from  the  die  of 
the  halfpenny  wrapper  stamp,  but  the  tint 
somewhat  differs.  It  is,  however,  princi- 
pally remarkable  from  the  fact  that  the 
three  disks  below  the  circle  bear  the  date — 
18-12-71. 

The  post  cards  are  now  only  sold  at  the 
post-offices  in  batches  of  twelve,  and  private 
cards  will  be  allowed  to  pass  through  the 
post  the  same  as  in  Germany.  Below  we 
g^ve,  verbatim  et  literatim^  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  subject.* 

Chili. — We  learn  from  The  Philatelist  that 
envelopes  for  this  republic  have  been  ordered 


•  Mr.  Greene  asked  the  postmaster- j^neral  whether  the 
post-office  authorities  had  decided  that  in  future  not  less 
than  a  dozen  postal  cards  could  be  bought  at  any  post- 
office,  an  extra  halfpenny  being  charged  for  the  same ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  had  considered  the  effect  on  the 
poorer  classes,  of  a  decision  which  obliged  them  to 
purchase  twelve  cards,  when  only  requiring  one. 

Mr.  Baxter,  in  the  absence  of  the  postmaster-  general, 
said,— It  has  been  decided  that  in  future  not  less  than  a 
dozen  post  cards  can  te  bought  at  any  post-office,  and 
that  an  extra  halfpenny  shall  be  charged  for  the  same. 
Experience  has  shown  tliat  the  poorer  classes  hardly  ever 
use  post  cards,  and  it  rarely  happens  that  a  single  card  is 
sold  to  anyone.  It  is  calculated  that  the  change  will 
increase  the  revenue  by  £13,000  per  annum.  I  may  add, 
that  papermakers  and  stationers  of  the  United  Kingdom 
have,  from  the  first,  strongly  complained  that  the  interests 
of  their  trade  were  being  seriously  affected  by  the  sale  of 
the  post  cards  for  a  halfpenny  each,  without  any  charge 
being  made  for  the  cards  themselves.  But  this  is  not  the 
only  change  proposed.  The  stationers  have  also  remon- 
strated against  the  exclusion  of  all  private  cards  from  a 
participation  in  the  privileges  accorded  to  the  post  cards 
issued  by  the  Government;  and,  as  the  departmental 
reasons  which  seemed  at  the  first  to  render  such  exclusion 
necessary,  no  longer  exist,  it  is  intended  to  allow  private 
cards,  having  written  communications  upon  them,  to  pass 
through  the  post,  under  certain  restrictions,  for  a  postage 
of  a  halfpenny.  This  will  give  opportunity  to  the 
stationers  to  devise  a  variety  of  cards,  differing  both  in 
quality  and  design,  for  general  use ;  and  all  classes  will 
participate,  more  or  less,  in  the  accommodation. — The 
limea. 


in  the  United  States,  and  will  consist  of  five 
values,  namelv : — 

2  centavos  bronze. 

5         .,         red. 
10        „         blue. 

15         „         (?) 
20         „         green. 

The  impression  will  be  on  white  and 
yellow  and  blue  tinted  paper.  A  fifteon 
centavos  adhesive  is  also  to  be  issued,  bat 
its  colour  has  not  yet  been  decided  on. 

HoNGARY. — The  first  journal  stamp  has 
been  replaced  by  another  type,  which  differs, 
however,  only  in  trifling  details  from  the  old 
one.  The  opening  of  the  post- horn  is  tamed 
to  the  left,  and  the  cross  on  the  crown  inclines 
to  the  same  side.  The  new  stamp  is  printed 
in  rose  on  white,  and  is  unperforated. 

Uruguay. — The  provisional  15  c.  bistre, 
of  1864,  has  three  varieties,  (1)  with  figures 
upside  down  ;  (2)  with  three  figures  15,  the 
third  in  the  middle  of  the  stamp  between 
the  two  others ;  (3)  with  the  figures  20. 

Western  Australia. — The  fourpence  rose 
of  this  colony  is  now  printed  of  a  maroon 
shade,  and  consequently  presents  a  more 
sombre  appearance. 

Canada. — Another  new  value  of  the  small 
series  has  been  issued — the  two  cents,  of  a 
delicate  chrome-green. 


STRANGE— IP  TRUE. 

ALLEGED  ISSUE  OF  STAMPS    BT  THE  COUXUKK. 

M.  Emile  Lambry  was  employed  in  the  Paris 
post-office  under  the  empire,  and  afterwards 
during  the  siege.  He  probably  continued  to 
exercise  his  functions  during  the  CommuDe. 
He  is  now  editor  of  La  Feri/e,  and  he  has  written 
a  book,  which  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
first  contains  an  account  of  the  "  Black 
Cabinet  "and  its  superintendent,  the  seoond 
is  entitled,  "  The  Post  Office  under  the  Com- 
mune."* 

M.  Lambry,  as  a  post-office  employe,  must 
have  had  peculiar  opportunities  of  informiDg 
himself  on  many  matters  connected  with  the 
history  and  administration  of  the  service. 
His   account  of  the   manner  in  which  M. 

♦  Let  Mytterea  du  Cabiruit  Koir  aou$  F Empire;  it  Lm 
Potte  toua  la  Commune,  Pur  Emile  Lambry.  Ptiu: 
£.  Dentu. 
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Simonel,  the  cliief  of  the  secret  cabinet, 
manipulated  suspected  letters,  is  not  the 
hypothesis  of  an  outsider,  but  apparently 
the  result  of  personal  knowledge  and  obser- 
vation. In  like  manner,  though  he  nowhere 
explicitly  states  that  he  remained  at  his  post 
daring  the  reign  of  the  Commune,  his  narra- 
tive of  the  events  which  took  place  at  the  Hotel 
desMonnaies  is  of  that  graphic  character  which 
denotes  personal  intimacy  with  the  facts  he 
relates.  Therefore,  anything  that  he  states 
is,  |)nw(i /ocie,  of  special  value,  and  likely  to 
be  trne.  His  history  of  the  Cabinet  Noir  is 
very  interesting,  and  we  intend  in  an  early 
nnmber  to  publish  an  abridgment  of  it ;  but 
in  the  present  article  we  only  purpose  to 
bring  before  our  readers,  and  comment  on, 
M.  Lambry's  account  of  the  issue  of  postage 
stamps  by  the  Communist  postmaster. 

After  reciting  the  circumstances  which 
attended  on  the  accession  of  M.  Theisz,  the 
chaser  of  metals,  to  the  directorial  chair,  and 
the  difficulties  which  had  to  be  surmounted 
in  performing  the  postal  service,  M.  Lambry 
goes  on  to  say  : — 

After  much  searching  among  the  office  stores,  a  supply 
of  postage  stamps  represeiiting  a  rather  large  sum  was 
found,  but  they  were  all  of  ten  centimes.  These  were 
used  for  want  of  better,  and  whilst  preparations  were 
being  made  for  striking  off  others.  But  the  ordinary 
engravers  to  the  administration  had  nearly  all  taken  to 
flight,  and  those  who  remained  refused  their  services. 
M.  ThcifrX,  hinnself  an  engraver,  found  some  workmen  to 
whom  he  entrusted  the  work.  But  how  many  plates  had 
to  be  destrovi  d  before  a  tolerably  satisfactory  result  could 
be  obtained!  At  last,  after  many  hindrances,  postage 
stamps  could  be  got  of  all  values — from  one  to  eighty 
centimes.  No  attempt  was  made  to  print  five-franc 
stamps;  in  the  first  place,  because  tney  were  more 
difficult  to  impress  than  the  others,  and,  secondly,  for  the 
excellent  reason  that  not  one  would  have  been  sold. 

Haxdly  were  these  stamps,  which  had  been  obtained 
▼ith  such  difficulty,  put  in  ciivulation,  than  a  vexatious 
rumour  was  spreaa  aoout.  The  regular  postal  adminis- 
tration had  had  stamps  printed  for  its  use  at  Versailles, 
but  to  distinguish  them  from  those  fabricated  at  Paris, 
it  abstained  from  perforating  them.  You  know  that  for 
•ome  years  past,  the  French  administration,  following  in 
this  the  English  example,  had  had  the  sheets  of  stamps 
perforated,  so  that  each  stamp  might  be  easily  separated 
irora  its  neighbour.  The  absence  of  perforation  in  the 
Versailles  issue,  therefore,  rendered  evident  the  Parisian 
falsification.  It  was  even  asserted  that  the  letters  bearing 
a  perforated  stamp  were  considered  as  unpaid ;  the 
Versailles  people  drew  a  pen  across  the  stamp,  and  the 
receiver  had  to  pay  the  entire  postage.  This  piece  of 
news  spread  among  the  tradesmen,  and  all  the  large  houses 
sent  their  letters  to  St.  Denis  by  one  of  their  men.  In 
that  town  they  were  prepaid  by  means  of  a  Versailles 
stamp. 

M.  Theiaz  had  authorised  the  establishment  of  postal 


agencies,  charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying  letters  to 
Versailles,  anof  bringing  back  those  for  Paris.  These 
firms  were  only  to  carry  prepaid  letters.  In  consequence 
of  selling  many  postage  stamps,  they  procured  in  Paris 
stamps  on  which  they  were  allowed  a  discount  of  one  per 
cent,  but  they  told  to  thMr  clients  the  stamps  fivm 
Versailles  on  which  they  had  obtained  no  discount 

It  will  be  easily  understood  that  with  such  a  sjrstero, 
the  reaeipts  must  necessarily  sensibly  diminish.  Thus, 
offices  which  at  the  d^but  of  the  Commune,  sold  a 
hundred  francs'  worth  of  stamps  per  day,  in  a  short  time 
after  sold  only  40  francs.  In  most  of  the  offices  the  sale 
fell  to  a  ridiculously  low  figure. 

The  postal  council  was  called  together,  consisting  of  a 
dozen  members,  in  order  to  find  a  mode  of  preventing 
fraud  ;  and  it  was  decided  that  inspectors  should  be 
appointed,  charged  with  the  duty  of  visiting  the  tobacco 
shops  and  postal  agents.  These  inspectors  went  to  work 
the  next  morning,  and  presented  themselves  everywhere, 
liverywhei-e  perforated  stamps  were  shown  them,  but 
hardly  were  their  backs  turned,  than  the  sale  of  the 
unperforated  ones  recommenced. 

This  information  is  at  variance  with  all  we 
know  respecting  the  history  of  the  French 
postage  stamps  daring  the  Commnne.  Its 
writer,  though  engaged  in  the  Parisian  post- 
office,  appears  to  ignore  the  fact  that  the 
nnperforated  stamps  were  printed  at  Bor- 
deaux soon  after  the  Prussian  investment  of 
the  capital ;  yet,  when  that  investment  ceased, 
a  vast  number  of  letters  from  the  depart- 
ments, all  prepaid  with  the  unperforated 
stamps,  must  have  passed  through  the  chief 
office,  under  his  eyes.  Furthermore,  though 
we  cannot  tax  our  memory  so  far  as  to 
declare  positively  that  peHbrated  stamps 
were  used  at  Versailles  during  the  insurrec- 
tion, we  are  very  much  inclined  to  believe 
that  such  was  the  case;  and  we  do  know 
that  from  about  the  end  of  March,  the  use 
of  the  unperforated  stamps  gradually  de- 
clined everywhere.  In  proof  of  this  we 
may  mention  that  in  our  May  number  (1871), 
the  fact  of  the  distribution  of  a  supply  of 
perforated  20  centime  stamps  to  the  pro^ 
vincial  offices  is  noticed. 

Soon  after  the  re-opening  of  Paris  in 
February,  the  employment  of  the  old  stamps 
with  e&gj  of  the  Emperor,  recommenced. 
In  our  April  number  (which  went  to  press' 
just  after  the  outbreak  of  the  18th  March) 
it  is  stated  that  "  nearly  all  the  letters  which 
arrived  in  the  departments  were  franked 
with  the  old  imperial  labels."  Now,  this 
and  other  statements  were  made  on  the 
authority  of  a  constant  contributor  to  these 
pages, — a  resident  in  France, — who  is  em- 
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ployed  in  a  large  commercial  house  which 
has  correspondents  in  all  parts  of  that 
country ;  they  may,  therefore,  be  implicitly 
depended  on,  and  we  specially  refer  to  him, 
because,  with  respect  to  this  very  question 
of  the  issue  of  stamps  by  the  Commune, 
he  is  well  able  to  supply  valuable  negative 
proof. 

Towards  the  end  of  April,  he  heard  a 
rumour  to  the  effect  that  the  Commune  had 
issued  stamps  which  alone  would  be  accepted 
in  payment  of  the  local  Parisian  rate,  and 
he  at  once  wrote  to  a  gentleman  in  Paris, 
with  whom,  thanks  to  the  help  of  engine- 
drivers,  his  firm  was  in  daily  communication, 
asking  him  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the 
statements.    The  latter  replied  as  follows : — 

With  respect  to  postage  stampe ;  up  to  the  present  time 
I  have  obtained  them  at  the  head  office,  which  is  occupied 
by  the  Commune.  I  have  never  received  any  other  tnan 
those  bearing  the  Emperor's  profile.  I  went  to-day  to 
inquire  about  the  new  stamps,  and  I  received  for  answer, 
that  none  would  be  issued  until  the  old  stock  was  ex- 
hausted. 

A  notice  is  placarded  up,  that  letters  from  the  depart- 
ments, brought  in  no  matter  how,  and  flung  into  the 
pillar-boxes  for  delivery,  should  be  prepaid  by  a  ten 
centime  stamp  only,  or  otherwise  unpleasant  consequences 
might  follow. 

The  date  of  this  letter  was  the  29th  April, 
and  a  little  more  than  three  weeks  afterwards 
the  insurrection  was  quelled.  It  can  hardly 
have  been  in  these  last  three  weeks  that  new 
stamps  were  issued,  and  indeed,  M.  Lambry, 
in  another  part  of  his  narrative,  loaves  it  to 
be  inferred  that  they  were  in  use  before  the 
30th  April. 

To  account  for  the  existence  of  a  sufficient 
stock  of  imperial  stamps  at  the  Communist 
post-office  is  not  difficult,  if,  as  stated  by 
The  Morning  Post,  the  new  employes  in  Paris, 
prior  to  the  11th  April,  had  been  sent  round 
to  the  tobacco  shops,  to  collect  all  the  stamps 
that  could  be  found  in  them.  Considerable 
quantities  must  have  been  thus  discovered, 
for  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  during  the 
first  siege,  no  imperial  stamps,  so  far  as  we 
know,  were  used,  every  letter  we  have  ever 
seen  from  the  besieged  city  being  prepaid 
with  the  resuscitated  Republican  labels. 
When  the  insurrection  broke  out,  the  post- 
master-general took  off  to  Versailles  all  the 
newly-printed  supply  with  the  effigy  of  the 


republic,  and  the  Commune  was  glad  to  fall 
back  on  the  retailers*  supply  of  imperial 
stamps,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  Repub- 
lican furore,  had  been  held  over  daring  the 
Prussian  investment. 

The  asserted  issue  of  new  stamps  becomes, 
however,  less  credible  than  ever.  M.  Lambry 
does  not  simply  say  that  a  fresh  supply  of 
the  old  Republic  stamps  was  printed  off 
from  existing  plates  or  casts.  He  speaks  of 
making  fresh  ones,*  of  finding  engravers,  of 
the  imperfection  of  the  first  plates,  and  of 
the  moderate  success  of  the  later  ones.  But 
if  new  stamps  of  the  1848  type  had  been 
engraved,  certain  striking  differences— the 
result  of  inferior  workmanship — would  show 
themselves,  and  some  variations  in  ooloar 
would  betray  them;  no  such  stamps,  however, 
have  been  seen,  unless  they  are  the  so-called 
forgeries  to  which  vague  reference  was  made 
last  summer  by  a  Parisian  paper,  in  a  para- 
graph which  we  translated.  At  any  rate, 
they  are  quite  unknown,  and  we  do  not 
expect  them  to  turn  up  now. 

There  is  another  point  which  is  very 
convincing  against  M.  Lambry 's  accuracy. 
He  asserts  that  stamps  of  all  kinds,  from 
one  to  eighty  centimes  were  struck,  and 
further  on  he  puts  forth  the  fact  of  their 
being  perforated,  as  a  reason  for  the  issue  of 
unperforated  stamps  by  the  Versaillists. 
But  no  one  has  ever  seen  perforated  1»  2,  4, 
5,  or  80  centime  stamps  of  the  Republic. 
These  values  exist  only  in  the  Bordeaux 
imperforate  series.  This  pretty  well  settles 
the  matter,  and  further  comment  is  hardly 
necessary.  Still,  we  may  observe  that  the 
absence,  rather  than  the  presence  of  per- 
foration, would  have  been  likely  to  charac- 
terise the  issue  of  stamps  by  the  Commune, 
seeing  that  the  work  of  perforation  is  a  very 
delicate  one,  requiring  such  nice  adjustment 
of  the  machine  and  the  paper  as  the  unskilled 
Communist  workmen  could  hardly  have 
attained. 

How  M.  Lambry  can  have  been  so  misled 
as  to  state  that  stamps  were  printed  and 
issued  by  the  Commune,  we  cannot  under- 
stand ;   that  he   should  do  so   is  one  more 


•  **  On  80  servait  de  ceux-lA  (the  stamps  colliH-ted  from 
the  retailers)  tout  en  se  preparant  d*en  fnipper  d'autrc*." 
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proof  of  the  slighfc  knowledge  which  postal 
employes  possess  of  matters  which  are  not 
within  their  own  immediate  department. 
As  a  contribatioa  to  postal  lore,  M.  Larabry*s 
narratire  is  valueless,  and,  perhaps,  hardly 
worth  the  trouble  of  dissection ;  but  the 
prevention  of  errors  on  the  subject  hereafter, 
will,  we  hope,  result  from  this  examination 
of  the  details  whilst  they  are  fresh  in  the 
memory. 

A  JAPANESE   STATE  PAPER. 

It  is  bnt  a  few  years  since  the  first  Japanese 
ambassadors  arrived  in  Europe.  Their  conn- 
try  had  been  for  many  ages  civilized  after 
the  oriental  fashion,  but  of  all,  or  nearly  all, 
the  ameliorating  innovations  recently  intro- 
duced into  European  life  they  were  ignorant. 
Their  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  western 
nations  was  derived  solely  from  the  informa- 
tion disseminated  by  our  own  representatives 
on  their  visit  to  the  Japanese  empire ;  but, 
superficial  as  it  must  necessarily  have  been, 
it  was  sufficient  to  incite  in  them  and  in  their 
sovereign  a  desire  to  learn  more,  and  to 
profit  by  what  they  might  learn.  On  their 
arrival  in  Europe,  as  they  came  across  new 
inventions  and  institutions,  they  carefully 
took  note  of  them,  and  on  their  return  home 
the  Japanese  government  lost  no  time  in 
turning  their  observations  to  some  practical 
benefit. 

Among  the  institutions  of  which  the 
excellence  most  forcibly  struck  them,  that  of 
state  post-offices  and  their  machinery  must 
certainly  be  numbered,  and  the  result  is  now 
shown  in  the  establishment  of  a  regular 
postal  service  in  Japan.  We  recently  had 
the  pleasure  of  chronicling  the  emission  of  a 
series  of  postage  stamps  by  the  government 
as  a  necessary  corollary  to  this  measure,  and 
we  are  now  able  to  place  before  our  readers 
a  translation  of  the  document  in  which  the 
Japanese  council  of  state  informs  the  public 
of  the  postal  facilities  which  it  will  hence- 
forth enjoy.  This  document,  we  may  say 
without  undue  enthusiasm,  is  written  in  a 
traly  noble  spirit,  showing  as  it  does  such  a 
statesmanlike  appreciation  of  the  benefits  of 
inter-communication,  and  such  unprejudiced 
willingness   to  adopt  that  system  whereby 


alone  those  benefits  can  be  secured.     The 
following  is  the  text.* 

The  emission  of  postage  stamps  is  not  an 
isolated  indication  of  progress,  but  one  of  a 
series.  A  railway  is  being  made  several 
hundred  miles  in  length,  and  the  Mikado 
himself  attended  the  opening  of  the  first 
section.  Tramways  are  being  laid  down. 
First  among  foreign  nations,  the  Japanefse 
are  following  the  English  example  in  forming 
a  society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals.  The  government  is  declaring  for 
free  trade,  and  has  resolved,  when  the  treaties 
are  revised  next  year,  to  expunge  the  prohi- 
bition on  the  export  of  rice.  Lastly,  as  a 
necessary  preparation  for  entering  into  com- 
petition for  the  world*B  trade,  the  coinage 
has  been  revised,  and,  as  stated  by  a  corres- 
pondent in  our  pages  a  short  time  since,  the 
unit  of  currency  is  the  dollar,  or  rather  a  coin 

*  Copied  vtrbatim  from  an  English  newspaper,  pub- 
lished in  Japan,  and  obligingly  communicated  to  us  oy  a 
correspondent. 

NOTinCATIOX. 

It  isof  the^atest  importance  for  public  and  private 
objects  to  facilitate  as  far  as  possible  communication  by 
post  Hitherto  this  service  nas  been  entirely  left  to 
private  enterprise,  so  that  great  delay  has  frequently 
occurred  in  the  transmission  of  letters.  Sometimes  it  has 
required  more  than  ten  days  for  the  letter  to  arrive  at  a 
distance  of  a  hundred  miles  or  so,  while  in  other  cases 
there  was  the  fear  that  letters  never  reached  their  des- 
tination at  all. 

The  charge  for  letters  required  to  be  forwarded  with 
expedition  has  been  very  high,  and  the  poorer  classes  in 
remote  parts  of  the  countrv  have  been  entirely  8hut*but 
from  mutual  intercourse,  t^'rom  the  difficulty  of  learning 
the  condition  of  affairs  and  the  market  prices  of  produce 
in  different  parts,  it  has  often  happened  that  groundless 
rumours  have  been  spread  abroad,  and  the  public  mind  has 
been  misled  thereby. 

The  knowledge  of  these  facts  has  excited  our  profound - 
est  commiseration. 

It  is  therefore  our  intention  gradually  to  inaugurate  a 
general  system  of  posts  on  all  the  high  roads  of  the 
empire,  so  that  there  may  be  intercommunication  pf 
thought  between  the  most  remote  points,  and  the  state  of 
affairs  throughout  the  country  be  ascertained  with  ease 
and  auickness,  so  that  all  classes  may  be  able  to  have 
their  letters  forwarded  with  the  greatest  possible  expedi- 
tion. As  an  experiment  only,  posts  will  be  dispatched 
daily  from  Tedo  to  Kioto  in  62  hours,  and  to  Osaka  in  78 
hours,  beginning  from  the  first  day  of  the  3rd  month 
(April  20th).  The  system  will  admit  of  letters  being 
forwarded,  not  only  to  those  places,  but  to  all  the  towns 
on  the  Tokaido,  to  all  villages  within  ten  or  twelve  miles 
of  them,  and  to  the  provinces  of  Ise  and  Mino. 

For  the  information  of  persons  desirous  of  availing 
themselves  of  the  post,  directions  are  given  below. 

First  Month,  1871. 

(Signed),    COUNCIL  OP  STATE. 
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identical  in  value  therewith,  called  the  yan, 
A  supply  of  yan,  half  yan,  and  quarter  yan 
silver  pieces  has  just  been  struck  in  the 
United  States,  bearing  for  design,  on  the 
obverse,  sun  and  rays ;  wreath  below,  three 
flowers  above ;  on  the  reverse,  the  imperial 
dragon.  Besides  this,  the  Continental  Bank 
Note  Company,  of  New  York,  has  just  com- 
pleted the  engraving  of  plates  for  two  de- 
nominations of  Japanese  paper  money — one 
yan  and  five  yans,  which  latter  event,  we  may 
in  conclusion  say,  points  to  probabilities  with 
regard  to  future  postal  emissions ;  and  we 
venture  to  predict  that  the  next  series  will  be 
engraved  in  the  United  States,  in  which 
case  we  may  find  the  Newfoundland  stamps 
rivalled  by  their  Japanese  confreres. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  SURCHARGED   INSCRIPTION   ON  THE 
CHARKOFF  LOCAL. 

'To  the  Editor  of**  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

SiE, — I  notice  that  on  page  19  of  the  February  num- 
ber of  ThtStamp'ColUetor*8  Magatine^  it  is  said  that  the 
black  inscription  in  a  linear  oblong,  placed  diagonally  on 
the  Charkon  stampf  is  a  postmark.  This  you  will  find  is 
not  the  case ;  I  have  received  several  specimens  that  have 
never  gone  through  the  post,  marked  in  this  manner. 
Hoping  that  this  information  may  be  of  some  use, 
I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fore$t  HiU.  W.  J.  H. 

THE  PROVISIONAL  6  c.  STAMPS  OF  CHILI. 
To  the  Editor  of-*^  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine.*  * 

Db.vb  Sik, — The  provisional  6  c.  stamps  of  Chili  (or, 
in  other  words,  the  half  of  a  10  c.  diagonally  diri'/ed)^  if 
I  mistake  not,  are  mentioned  in  none  of  the  stamp 
catalogues  or  magazines.  Surely  they  are  just  as  worthy  of 
being  collected  as  the  surcharged  stamps  of  other  countries. 

The  principal  cause  of  the  issue  of  these  provisionals 
was  a  scarcity  of  5  c.  stamps  at  one  time,  -in  18o4  I 
think, — and  up  to  the  present  day  they  have  been  used 
(though  sparingly)  from  time  to  time.  I  shall  explain 
why  it  is  still  necessary  to  use  these  stamps  now-a-days. 

I  cannot  say  how  things  are  managed  in  England,  but 
in  Chili,  in  every  town  lai^  enough  to  have  a  regular 
post-office,  there  are  also  a  number  of  agencies,  or 
ettaneoe^  as  they  are  called  (generally  tobacconists'  shops) 
where  stamps  may  be  bought  in  quantity.  From  these 
the  post-office  supplies  itself;  but  now  and  again  it 
happens,  through  carelessness,  that  the  small  stock  of 
stamps  is  allowed  to  be  exhausted  before  anyone  thinks 
of  renewing  it.  As  soon  as  this  is  discovered,  somebody 
is  dispatched  in  hot  haste  to  buy  some  stamps,*  and,  after 
ten  minutes  or  so,  generally  returns  with  them.  Some- 
times, however,  it  nappens  that  all  the  esla-^cos^  f^ay, 
within  the  radius  of  a  mile  or  so,  have  not  a  single  5  c. 
stamp  on  hand !  Under  these  circumstances,  the  only 
way  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty  is  by  cutting  a  10  c. 

*  This  la  of  •Imost  d«njr  oeeurrene«  In  ValparaiM ;  penplA  hare  tn 
wait  6, 10,  or  eTMi  15  mlnatas,  beforo  tb«y  cui  bmn  their  leUcni  ■Uiuped. 


Stamp  into  two  triangles,  and  valuing  them  at  6  c.  each. 
Though  the  consumption  of  5  c.  stamps  is  far  greater  than 
that  of  the  other  two  values,  still  they  are  not  kept  in 
proportionate  quantities  (in  the  po*^  office  of  courte) ;  the 
former  are  exhausted  before,  perhaps,  one-eighth  part  of 
the  others  is  sold. 

L,  W.  M. 


Valparaiso. 


THE  INSCRIPTION  ON  THE   DECCAN   STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  *TBh  Stamp-Collectob's  Maoaiiki.'' 

Bear  Sih,— From  time  to  time  the  readers  of  the 
philatelical  magazines  have  perused  the  latest  intelligeiiw 
with  regard  to  the  stamps  of  the  Deccan ;  and  in  7%# 
Stamp- Collector* 8  Magatine^  vol.  ix.,  page  122,  under  the 
head  of  "A  Batch  of  Noveltiea,"  Mr.  Pemberton  de- 
scribes  these  stamps,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  makes  up  for 
his  defective  acquaintance  with  the  Sanscrit,  Persi* 
Arabic,  and  Persian  languages  by  his  knowledge  of  phi- 
latelical matters.  Perhaps  he  will  not  object  to  ny 
pointing  out  a  few  inaccuiacies  in  his  paper. 

Introduced  into  the  centre  of  his  Iwta  of  the  Deceta 
stamps  is  the  following :— "  In  each  value  the  frame  and 

?:round-work  differ  slightly ;  the  centre  inscriptifflj  (in 
•ersian  characters)  is  on  a  different  ground  in  each." 

For  the  benefit  of  such  collectors  as  are  interested  in 
the  Deccan  postage  stamps,  I  am  able  to  put  before  than 
the  following  facts :— Of  the  inscription  on  the  8  anns* 
stamp  (an  engraving  of  which  has  been  given  at  vol.  9, 
p.  122),  the  words  not  in  English  are  entirely  in  Pern- 
Arabic  characters.  On  the  top  of  the  stamp  the  readii^ 
is  POST  STAMP,  in  English  characters;  underneath  i» 
post  stamp,  in  Persi- Arabic  characters. 

The  centre-piece  was  so  indistinct  (being  printed  bl*A 
on  a  dark  ground)  that  it  was  illegible,  although  minutely 
studied  through  a  powerful  microscope.  A  mistake  »■« 
also  made  in  the  right  character  of  the  centre-pieoe,  which 
did  not  render  it  more  distinct. 

The  left-hand  piece,  just  below  the  centre  circle,  is  o 
annas,  in  English;  and  on  the  right  hand,  in  Pern- 
Arabic,  is  the  word  sonaf^  pronounced  eonof,  the  literal 
meaning  of  which  is  pure,  unalloyed.  No  word  in 
English  could  be  accurately  used  in  translating  it,  eicept 
**  sterling."  Below,  the  inscription  is  also  in  Per«- 
Arabic,  and  although  there  was  much  difficulty  in  making 
it  out  (owing  to  some  mistake  in  the  printing),  it  is  sup- 
pos^'d  to  be  pout  stamp  or  pontage  stamp.  The  reason  tor 
the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  upper  inscriptiow 
and  the  lower  is,  that  the  upper  is  printed  in  fuU^  while 
the  lower  is  in  what  is  termed  the  sAtJUisfu  (pro- 
nounced shikustar);  hand,  or  the  broken  hand.  Thi*  pe- 
culiar style  of  writing  does  not  exactly  correapond  to  our 
short-hand. 

During  the  Indian  mutiny  the  letters  which  were  writ- 
ten by  the  native  allies  to  the  British  officers  were  nearly 
always  (for  the  sake  of  brevity  and  celerity)  written  in 
the  shikustk  hand  ;  and  the  officers,  not  all  of  them  then 
being  acquainted  with  this  peculiar  hand,  were  put  to 
much  inconvenience,  and  obliged  to  take  into  their  piy 
natives  who  understood  the  writing.  In  Persi-Anbic 
there  are  no  vowels,  and,  therefore,  it  is  vcrv'  difficult  in 
writing  the  language  to  give  a  good  translation,  wiUi 
the  proper  signs,  &c.,  still  retained  in  the  Persi- Arahic 
dialect. 

The  Deccan  stamps  termed  **  the  skeleton  issue  "  are 
much  more  roughly  executed;  altogether  so  much  «N 
that  only  a  small  portion  of  the  stamp  could  be  de- 
ciphered, and  that  not  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

Yours  obediently, 

Saxmundham.  F.  CAVELL. 
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OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philately. — The  last 
two  nambers  are  better  than  tbeir  immediate 
predecessors.  The  one  for  March  is  prin- 
cipally remarkable  for  the  notice  it  contains 
of  a  Confederate  local,  of  which  the  only 
known  specimen  was  recently  discovered  by 
Mr.  Scott  in  Mr.  Philbrick's  unrivalled  col- 
lection. It  was  issued  at  Madison,  Florida, 
early  in  January,  1861,  and,  therefore,  con- 
siderably before  the  actual  outbreak  of 
hostilities;  its  issue,  however,  arose  out  of 
circumstances  connected  with  the  then  tone 
of  feeling  between  north  and  south,  as  the 
postmaster,  by  whom  the  stamp  was  made — 
a  Mr.  E.  J.  Perry — has  lucidly  explained  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Scott.  Small  change  became 
scarce  at  that  period,  and  the  stock  of  United 
States  stamps  was  also  exhausted.  Mr.  Perry, 
who  had  Confederate  leanings,  was  loath  to 
apply  for  a  fresh  supply  of  stamps,  and  pre- 
ferred to  issue  the  stamp  in  question  "  for 
<he  purpose  of  making  change."  They  wore 
"  sold  in  quantities  to  the  business  part  of  tho 
community,"  and,  says  the  postmaster,  "  asy 
letter  found  in  the  letter-box  with  ray  stamp 
on  it  had  evidence  of  having  been  paid  for,  and 
was  accordingly  stamped,  *paid  in  money,* 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  regulating  the 
United  States  post-offices,  and  charged  as 
paid  in  money  in  the  way  bills  forwarded  to 
the  distrilmting  offices."  The  6tamp  was 
truly  a  postage  stamp,  but  only  in  a  limited 
sense;  it  was  evidence  of  prepayment  to  the 
receiving  postmaster,  but  not  to  the  dis- 
tribnting  office,  which  was  guided  only  by 
the  handstamp  ''Paid."  In  this  respect  it 
resembled  the  stamps  on  letters  from  one 
ixmntry  to  another.  The  delivering  office 
does  not  take  any  account  of  the  stamps  on 
them,  which  may  either  overpay  or  underpay 
the  letter ;  but  if  the  magic  letters,  pd., 
signifying  "paid,"  are  on  them,  they  are 
delivered,  even  though  they  bear  no  stamp 
at  all. 

The  Madison  stamp  caused  a  certain  ex- 
citement in  the  northern  states  when  it  was 
noticed  on  letters  from  that  town,  and  it 
formed  the  subject  of  an  article  in  the  New 
York  Herald,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
postal  department  sent  an  official  to  Madison 

VOU  X.    No.  112. 


to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  its  emission.  It 
is  exceedingly  unpretentious  in  design,  con- 
sisting, as  it  does,  only  of  a  tran verse  oblong 
frame  composed  of  fourteen  type-set  rose 
ornaments,  within  which  is  the  value,  3,  on 
the  top  line,  and  gents  on  the  second.  In 
the  single  known  copy  the  word  cents  is 
misprinted  cnets.  The  impression  is  in 
dark  bronze,  probably  originally  yellow- 
bronze,  or  gold,  on  blue  wove  foolscap  writing 
paper.  Mr.  Scott  justly  characterises  it  as 
the  "  first  issued,  best  authenticated,  and 
scarcest  Confederate  provisional." 

In  the  March  number  the  only  other  pro- 
minent article  is  that  on  the  New  Granadine 
stamps,  which  gives  great  promise.  In  tho 
article  on  newly-issued  stamps,  two  errors 
in  illustration  occur;  the  current  La  Guaira, 
with  /.  A.  J.  and  z.  in  centre,  is  given  as  the 
design  of  tho  Western  Australian  threepenny, 
and  the  cut  of  the  10  para  Egyptian  is 
printed  in  a  rough  approximation  to  the 
colour  of  the  5  paras. 

The  April  number  contains  no  original 
matter  of  a  very  interesting  nature,  unless 
the  illustrated  description  of  two  doubtful 
Confederate  local  types — Athens,  Ga.,  and 
type-printed  Macon — can  be  so  considered. 
The  "  Reviews  of  Philatelic  Publications  " 
are  too  brief;  the  sneer  at  Mr.  Pemberton's 
commendation  of  his  own  writings  comes 
with  doubtful  grace  from  a  journal  which 
has  frequently  and  unblushingly  extolled  the 
contributions  which  have  filled  its  pages ;  and 
the  objection  that  none  of  the  stamp  journals 
gave  notice  in  advance  of  Mr.  Scott's  auction 
sale  of  stamps,  is  refreshing;  we  are  not 
aware  that  any  of  the  publishers  of  any 
stamp  magazine  are  in  the  habit  of  inserting 
the  advertisements  of  other  dealers  gratis. 

Le  Timbre-Fosto  for  March  contains  a  short 
but  interesting  article,  copied  from  a  German 
paper,  on  the  Japanese  numerals.  From  the 
manner  in  which  the  characters  arc  arranged, 
the  editor  deduces  that  the  stamps  should  be 
mounted  with  the  dragons'  heads  downwards, 
the  entwined  and  contorted  tails  forming  the 
top  of  the  design.  The  remaining  contents 
are  not  specially  remarkable,  and  the  wit  of 
the  narrative  entitled  "In  Search  of  a  Postage 
Stamp"  is  hidden.  The  April  number  is  fully 
occupied  by  the  "  Chronicle,"  and  a  further 
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instalment  of  Dr.  Magnus's  monograph  on 
envelope  stamps.  In  the  former  article 
we  observe  that  fche  editor  states  he  expects 
to  be  able  to  prove  that  "  all  the  authentic 
details,"  furnished  to  us  by  M.  Panopoulo, 
relative  to  the  Morton  stamps,  "  are  but  a 
prtre  invention  on  his  (M.  P.'s)  part."  The 
accusation  thus  made  is  a  serious  one,  and  if 
not  thoroughly  supported  by  facts,  the  jour- 
nal which  makes  it  will  certainly  fall  into 
the  utmost  discredit.  We  hope  it  is  not 
true,  and  are  divided  between  our  confidence 
in  M.  Panopoulo,  who  has  been  known  to 
our  publishers  for  years,  and  the  painful 
doubt  which  so  positive  a  charge,  coming 
from  a  respectable  organ,  is  naturally  calcu- 
lated to  create. 

Thie  Philatelist. — The  March  number  con- 
tains the  first  article  on  telegraph  stamps 
whidh  ha»  appeared  in  the  English  philatelic 
press.  It  is  continued  in  the  April  number, 
and  the  first  instalment  of  a  catalogue  of 
telegraphic  emissions  is  given  in  the  latter. 
The  stamps  mentioned  are  decidedly  not  of  a 
very  interesting  character,  and  we  should 
not  care  about  going  out  of  our  way  to 
obtain  them,  preferring  to  reserve  a  cordial 
reception  for  the  government  labels. 

In  the  Spud  papers  the  forgeries  of  British 
Guiana,  1860,  Turks  Islands,  Spanish  Official, 
and  Chili  are  treated  of.  For  the  first  named, 
the  inscription  wetimusqce  (instead  of  peti- 
M  usque)  indicates  a  forgery  ;  in  the  third,  the 
absence  of  the  pomegranate  from  the  front 
of  the  shield  is  condemnatory ;  the  other 
two  are  such  inferior  imitations  that,  like 
vice,  they  "to  be  haled  need  but  to  be  seen." 

Mr.  Atlee  commences  in  the  March  num- 
ber an  article  entitled,  "Notes  on  Postmarks 
as  Aids  to  the  Detection  of  Forgeries,"  but  we 
fear  that,  with  all  his  known  ability,  he  will 
fin  i  it  difficult  to  enliven  so  dull  a  subject, 
aid  we  doubt  the  possibility  of  its  being 
treated  in  a  practically  useful  way  for 
detective  purposes.  In  order  that  a  list  of 
postmarks  may  be  of  real  assistance,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  describe  and  engrave  every 
postmark,  and  to  be  able  to  affirm  that  every 
postmark  is  described,  otherwise  the  notice 
of  some  and  the  emission  of  others,  may 
]»rove  a  stumbling-block  to  beginners.  If 
this  cannot  be  done— and  we  do  not  think  it 


can  be^it  would  be  well  to  give  the  work  a 
more  modest  scope,  and  notice  only  the  forged 
obliterations,  pointing  out  in  what  particulars 
they  differ  from  the  genuine. 

In  the  "Correspondence"  of  the  two  num- 
bers the  postal  value  of  the  Egyptian  officials 
is  comment-ed  on.  Their  exact  position  is 
easily  fixed  by  a  reference  to  the  practice  of 
the  Italian  post-office,  on  whose  system  that 
of  the  Egyptian  postal  service  is  based,  the 
head  of  the  Egyptian  office  being  an  Italian, 
and  its  official  documents  being  in  his  lan- 
guage. In  Italy  circular  labels  have  long 
been  in  use,  and  are  put  on  the  mail-bags 
after  they  are  made  up,  and  probably  on 
official  documents.  For  a  full  description  of 
them,  we  refer  our  readers  to  p.  71  of  oar 
fourth  volume,  in  which  also  will  be  found 
an  engraving  of  the  type  then — but,  as  we 
now  think,  incorrectly — supposed  to  be  the 
one  adopted.  We  believe  the  design  now  in 
use  bears  only  the  words  amministuazionb 
DELiB  POSTS  ITALIANE,  in  a  plain  circle.  The 
Egyptian  labels  seem,  like  the  Italian,  to  be 
something  less  than  postage  stamps,  and 
more  than  office  wafers.  Found  on  a  letter 
or  packet,  they  are  the  most  visible  proof  of 
it.s  official  origin,  like  the  words,  "  On  Her 
Majesty's  Service,"  on  our  own  official  en- 
velopes ;  but,  like  these  latter,  they  are  pro- 
bably accompanied  by  some  stamp  or  signa- 
ture, which  alone  carries  with  it  the  franking 
power. 

The  Philatelical  Journal. — Both  the  March 
and  April  numbers  are  replete  with  readable 
matter,  and  the  latter  exceeds  by  four  pages 
its  usual  dimensions.  In  the  "  Cream  of  the 
Magazines  "  we  find  nothing  particular  to 
report  on,  except  the  editor's  objection  to 
the  continued  notice  in  our  colnmns  of  in- 
verted watermarks, — which,  in  duty  to  our- 
selves, we  must  say  is  due  to  our  respect  for 
our  correspondents*  opinions  and  studies, — 
and  his  mystification  as  to  the  true  design 
of  the  Chilian  post  card,  owing  to  the  widely 
differing  engravings  in  our  own  and  tlie 
Brighton  journal.  That  he  may  be  in  no 
further  doubt,  we  beg  to  say  that  wo  delayed 
the  publication  of  our  February  number,  to 
give  our  printer  time  to  procure  from  an 
Edinburgh  type-founder  the  border-pieces 
necessary  for  the  setting  of  the  card,  and 
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oar  representation  is,  consequently,  almost 
b'terally  a  facsimile  of  the  original. 

The  continuation  of  Mr.  Atlee's  article  on 
the  Hawaiian  stamps  is  highly  instructive, 
and  we  shall  have  occasion,  in  another  part 
of  the  number,  to  refer  to  his  opinion  on  the 
copies  marked  "  specimen."  Following  Mr. 
Atlee*s  paper  comes  a  short  notice,  by  Senor 
M.  P.  de  Figueroa,  of  a  hitherto  "  unchron- 
icled  Spanish  stamp  *' — a  label  prepared  by 
a  certain  Senor  Castell,  author  of  a  work 
intended  to  teach,  in  an  accurate  manner, 
the  writing  of  addresses  of  letters.  This 
pamphlet  was  approved  of  by  the  late  qnoen 
as  a  work  of  public  utility,  and  the  post- 
qiaster-general  ordered  it  to  be  sent  to  all 
the  primary  schools  in  Spain.  .  Subsequently, 
in  consideration  of  its  value,  the  privilege  of 
free  transmission  through  the  post  for  six 
months  was  accorded  to  Senor  Castell,  who, 
to  avail  Jiimself  of  it,  printed  a  stamp  bearing 
the  title  of  his  work, — cartilla  postal  de 
fiSPANA  in  an  oval  frame,  enclosing  the  repre- 
sentation of  an  envelope,  the  whole  on  a 
ground  of  upright  lines,  and  printed  in  black 
on  rather  dark  blue  paper. 

"  The  Lithographed  Senes  of  the  French 
Republic  "  is  the  title  of  a  very  interesting 
paper,  by  "A  Parisian  Collector,"  in  which 
three  types  of  the  Bordeaux  20  c.  blue  are 
specified ;  the  first,  a  very  coarse  impression,  is 
distingaisbablo  from  the  fact,  that  the  top  of 
the  circular  pearl  border  is  nearly  the  six- 
teenth-of'-an-inch  from  the  external  frame;  the 
second  and  commonest  type  is  better  drawn, 
and  in  the  frame  on  the  leflb  upper  side,  there 
are  "  four  etruscan  frets,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  a  fifth  ;  *'  in  the  third  type  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fifth  is  wanting.  These  are 
the  most  prominent  characteristics  of  three 
different  drawings  of  the  same  design.  The 
first  type,  and  ultramarine  copies  of  the 
second'  and  third,  are  the  rarest,  and  ''  an 
nnobliterated  copy  is  worth  something  more 
than  its  weight  in  gold.*' 

"Our  Black  List"  exposes  the  dealine^s  of 
Mr.  Zechmeyer,  of  Niirnberg ;  Messrs.  Gold- 
ney  &  Wilts,  and  Charles  &  Lewis,  of  Stroud, 
and  a  butch  of  Glasgow  innocents,  to  whom 
we  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  referring  in 
our  next. 

In  the  article  on  "Novelties,"  the  Falk- 


land Islands  stamp  is  given  as  one  of  them ; 
but  if  the  editor  will  turn  to  The  Stamp- 
Collector's  Magazine,  vol.  ix.,  p.  120,  he  will 
find  the  type  described  and  figured  there. 

The  reviewer  of  philatelical  publications 
calls  attention  to  the  practice  of  guaran- 
teeing the  American  local  reprints  and  for- 
geries as  genuine.  Our  own  publishers, 
whilst  they  have  hitherto  relied  on  the  re- 
peated, we  might  almost  say  continual,  ex- 
posure in  this  journal  of  the  true  value  of 
such  labels  as  indicating,  that  if  they  offered 
them  for  sale  at  all,  it  was  only  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  collectors  who  are  de- 
sirous of  cheaply  filling  the  spaces  allotted 
in  various  stamp  albums  for  these  locals 
— have  decided  on  adding  an  explicit  state- 
ment a't  the  foot  of  their  future  advertisements 
of  such  stamps  to  the  effect,  that  the  labels 
sold  under  the  title  of  American  and  Ham- 
burg locals  are  not  lona-fide  stamps. 

The  April  number  of  our  Birmingham  con- 
f^'h'Q  contains  a  good  article  on  the  Peters- 
burg (Virginia)  stamp,  and  exposes  an  at- 
tempt recently  made  to  palm  off  an  imita- 
tion as  being  a  third  type  of  the  rare  original. 
The  counterfeit  specinjens,  seven  in  num- 
ber, which  have  been  under  examination,  are 
attached  to  the  letters  on  which  they  were 
supposed  to  have  passed  through  the  post, 
but  the  seven  letters,  ostensibly  from  (in  all) 
throe  different  firms,  turn  out,  upon  close  in- 
spection, to  be  all  in  one  and  the  same  hand- 
writing !  We  have  not  space  to  go  into  the 
details,  but  the  result  of  the  investigation  is 
to  render  the  fraud  very  apparent,  and  the 
writer  of  the  article  deserves  great  credit  for 
the  sagacity  he  has  shown  in  unmasking  it. 

The  remaining  contents  are,  "  To  be  Sold 
by  Auction  ** — a  commentary  on  the  recent 
sale;  the  completion  of  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Earee's 
instructive  article  on  the  "  Stamps  of  La 
Guaira; "  "Californian  Locals" — a  list  of  new 
discoveries,  consisting  of  information  of  an 
"  essential"  character  which  requires  a  little 
dilution  to  make  it  readable  ;  *'  Novelties  ;" 
**Bogus  Novelties ;"  "  The  Turkish  Stamps  " 
— a  very  lucid  monograph,  by  "  A  Parisian 
Collector  ;  "  "  The  Stamps  of  Trinidad  "— 
composed  principally  of  a  much  required 
reference  list  to  the  stamps  of  this  colony; 
"Our  Black  List;"  "Facetiae  Philatelic^," 
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which  does  not  improve  much;  "Reviews" 

and  "  Correspondence."     From  the  Trinidad 

article  we  extract  the  following  reference  to 

the  "Too-Late"  stamps: — 

All  the  stamps  of  the  preseDt  issue  are  to  bo  found  with 
the  words  too  latb  surchar^  in  black  or  red  ink  across 
the  stamp,  and  sometimes  with  it  twice,  so  as  to  form  a 
kind  of  cross.  As  we  believe  few  collectors  hold  the  same 
opinion  about  these  stamps,  we  will  give  ours,  which, 
we  think,  will  settle  the  matter.  The  theory  that  the 
words  surcharged  are  simply  a  postmark  is  wrong.  Wo 
have  seen  whole  sheets  of  some  of  the  values  so  surcharged 
perfectly  new,  and  with  gum  at  the  back.  The  five- 
shilling  stamps  are  to  be  purchased  in  the  island  sur- 
charged for  sixpence,  whicn  is  the  rate  chaiged  for  too 
late  letters.  We  therefore  suppose  that  those  values  are 
surchaiged  from  time  to  time  of  which  they  have  most  in 
stock,  and  that  once  so  surcharged  they  are  sold  at  a  uni- 
form rate  irrespective  of  their  facial  value.  Thus  the 
too-late  stamps  really  do  prepay  too-lato  letters. 

Does  not  the  writer  mean  to  saj  that  the 
sixpence  is  the  fee  or  fine  charged  in  addition 
to  the  postage  on  too  late  letters  ? 


PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XIX. 

BY  OVERT  TATLOB. 
EUROPE. 

THE  DAKDBIAN  PRINCIPALITIES; 

{Continued  from  page  66.) 

FIRST  SERIES. 
Addendum. — In  the  preceding  paper  I  re- 
frained from  attempting  to  decide  which  of 
Dr.  Magnus's  five  types  were  the  genuine, 
because  the  decision  would  be  attended  with 
comparatively  slight  practical  result ;  but 
for  the  benefit  of  collectors,  who  may  desire 
to  have  information  on  this  point,  I  may 
mention  that  the  weight  of  opinion  is  in  fa- 
vour of  the  genuineness  of  the  stamps  of  the 
fini  types  on  laid  paper.  Of  this  type  and 
paper  three  values  are  known,  viz.,  the  27, 
64-,  and  108  paras:  the  81  paras  has  still  to 
be  discovered.  This  is  the  verdict  of  Mr. 
Philbrick,  of  "  A  Parisian  Collector,"  and 
other  authorities,  in  which  I  beg  leave  to 
concur. 

SECOND  SERIES. 

We  have  seen  that  the  first  series  of  stamps 
was  issued  in  consequence  of  the  adoption 
of  a  complicated  system  of  rates,  under 
which  the  postage  was  to  be  ascertained 
according,  not  only  to  weight,  but  to  distance. 


It  was  no  sooner  put  in  force  than  it  was 
found   to  work   very   unsatisfactorily.     It 
gave  the  maximum  of  trouble  to  the  public 
and  the  officials,  combined  with  the  roinimam 
of  benefit.     On  the  17th  September,  1858,  a 
memorial  setting  forth  its  disadvantages  was 
addressed  to  the  Administrative  Council,  by 
the  finance  minister,  J.   A.    Cantacuzin — 
(probably  a  relative  of  Prince  Demetrius,  by 
whom  the  first  investigation  into  the  postal 
system  was  made).  Minister  Balche,  whose 
name  figures  below  the  decrees  relating  to 
the   first  series,  having  meanwhile  retired 
from  office.     Mr.  J.  A.  Cantacuzin,  in  this 
document,  of  which  the  translation  is  sub- 
joined, recommends  the  introdnction  of  a  rate, 
independent  alike  of  weight  and  distance, 
to  be  fixed  at  40  paras  for  ordinary,  and  80 
paras   for,   as   I   understand   it,   registered 
letters.     This  would  seem  an  odd  arrange- 
ment in   a  more  civilised   country,  wbore 
advantage   would  be  taken   of  a    uniform 
tax  on  all  ordinary  letters,  irrespective  of 
weight,  to  send  through  the  post  bulky  com- 
munications of  inconvenient  size  ;  but  the 
Moldavian  finance  minister,  who  would  seem 
to  have  foreseen   the  possibility  of  an  ob- 
jection of  this  kind  to  bis  proposal,  says,  in 
the  Minute  in  question,  that  there  is  very 
little    difierenco   in   the  weight   of  letters, 
herein   evidently  relying  on   the   primitive 
habits  of  correspondence  among  the  Mol- 
davians. 

The  approval  of  the  proposition  of  the 
finance  minister  by  the  Administrative 
Council,  is  signified  by  Minute  No.  4288, 
addressed  to  the  minister  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  and  the  1st  November,  1858,  is  thereby 
fixed  as  the  date  of  emission  of  the  new  series. 
Then  follow  two  finance  office  Minutes, 
the  first  requiring  the  stamp  office  superin- 
tendent to  arrange  with  the  postmaster  for 
the  printing  Of  20,000  stamps  of  the  same 
design  as  those  to  be  suppressed;  and  tbe 
second  addressed  to  the  postmaster  inform- 
ing him  of  the  change  in  the  rates,  and  re- 
questing him  to  take  the  necessary  mcasnres 
with  the  stamp  superintendent  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  above  mentioned  quantity.  Tbe 
reproduction  of  these  documents  is  hardly 
necessary,  but  translations  are  annexed  of 
the  letter  of  18th  October,  1858,  from  the 
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stamp  saperiniendent  to  tbe  finance  minister, 
and  the  minister's  reply  of  the  19th,  which 
together  establish  that  the  20,000  stamps 
ordered  were  to  be  made  up  as  follows : — 

12,000  ofthe  40  paras. 
5,000     „      80 
8,000     „        5 

and  that  tbe  transmission  of  the  dies  was 
accompanied  with  the  usual  formalities. 

The  series  of  documents  is  completed  by 
tbe  finance  Minute,  No.  10,283,  of  27th 
October,  which  advises  the  postmaster  of 
the  forwarding  to  him  of  a  first  stock  of 
10,816  stamps  of  the  three  values,  and  it  con- 
cludes with  tbe  following  sentence,  "  Notice 
is  at  tbe  same  time  given  you  that  the 
employe  charged  by  the  minister  with  the  de- 
livery is  Mr.  M.  Figa,  to  whom  the  post-office 
will  please  furnish  a  detailed  account  of  tbe 
stamps  previously  received,  and  hand  over 
such  old  stamps  as  may  remain," — a  re- 
quest which,  I  may  parenthetically  remark, 
strengthens  the  arguments  used  in  my  last 
paper  in  reference  to  the  return  into  stock 
of  all  unemployed  stamps  of  the  first  series. 

The  documents  which  treat  of  the  second 
series  have  not  tbe  same  importance  as  those 
relating  to  tbe  first,  inasmuch  as  there  are 
fewer  doubtful  points  connected  with  tbe 
second.  There  is  only  one  thing  to  which  it 
is  worth  while  to  call  attention,  and  that  is 
the  absence  of  any  direct  authorization  of  the 
issue  of  the  5  para  stamp.  In  the  finance 
minister's  report  of  tbe  17tb  September,  be 
does,  it  is  true,  say  that  as  a  matter  of  course 
tbe  new  letter  rates  will  not  affect  the  charge 
for  packets,  which  latter  "will  continue  to 
be  subjected  to  tbe  tariff  established  by  the 
regulations  now  in  force;"  but  that  is  all. 
In  his  minutes  of  tbe  13th  October,  be  only 
speaks  of  40  and  80  para  stamps ;  and  it  is 
not  until  we  get  to  the  stamp  superintendent's 
letter  of  the  18th  October,  that  we  find 
any  mention  of  the  5  para,  and  from  that 
letter  it  would  appear  that  the  issue  of 
stamps  of  this  value  was  decided  on  by  tbe 
postmaster.  We  cannot  discover  what  were 
**  the  regulations  then  in  force  "  relative  to 
tbe  postage  of  journals,  but  we  are  left  to 
assume  that  prior  even  to  tbe  issue  of  tbe  first 
series  tbe  rate  was  6  paras.    This  question, 


however,  is  of  importance  only  from  tbe 
historical  point  of  view,  and  pending  its 
solution,  it  must  suffice  for  us  to  know  that 
the  5  para  was  issued  together  with  the  40 
and  80  para  stamps  on  tbe  Ist  November, 
1858. 

The  series  continued  in  use  until  tbe  1st 
January,  18G2,  a  period  of  over  three  years. 
We  possess  no  documents  fixing  the  total 
number  of  stamps  issued  during  tnat  time. 

The  batch  of  official  papers  furnished  to 

Le  Timbre-Poste  closes  with  tbe  issue  of  tbe 

series,  but  we  cull  the  following  information 

from  the  article  in  which  the  correspondent 

of  the  Belgian  paper  sums  up  the  history  of 

the  early  omissions. 

The  public,  but  little  Accustomed  to  the  use  of  stamps, 
did  not  more  freely  employ  the  stamps  of  the  second  senes 
than  tho«c  of  the  first ;  therefore,  there  was  never  any  oc- 
casion for  the  issue  of  sub-types.  The  correspondence  was 
for  the  greater  part  confided  to  the  Kussian  and  Austrian 
postal  services,  established  at  the  respective  consulates  of 
these  states,  and  carrying  even  the  internal  correspondence 
of  the  country.  Prepayment  was  effected  either  m  money 
or  by  means  of  Russian  or  Austrian  stamps. 

A  careful  consideration  of  all  the  facta 
will  show  that  this  correspondent's  assertion, 
that  no  sub-types  were  made — in  other  words, 
that  the  designs  were  not  re-engraved — has 
much  in  its  favour.  Assuming  that  tbe 
stamps  of  the  second  series  were  not  more 
freely  used  than  those  ofthe  first,  tbe  number 
employed  would  be  about  40,000  per  annum, 
or  120,000  in  all,  which  we  might  roughly 
subdivide  into  60,000  of  tbe  40  paras,  40,000 
of  the  80  paras,  and  20,000  of  the  5  paras. 
This  would  not  be  an  extravagant  number 
to  produce  from  metallic  dies,  especially  if 
it  be  considered  that  the  impression  was  by 
band  and  not  by  machine,  and,  therefore, 
much  less  forcible.  Still  tbe  possibility  of 
tbe  designs  having  been  re-engraved  certainly 
exists,  and  must  be  taken  into  account  in  tbe 
attempt  to  form  an  estimate  of  tbe  value  of 
the  known  types.  These,  as  defined  by  Dr. 
Magnus,  are  four  in  number,  and  as  it  is  by 
no  means  unlikely  that  many  of  my  readers 
may  possess  or  receive  tbe  offer  of  stamps  of 
this  series,  it  is  wortb  while  to  discuss  tbe 
four  types  more  or  less  in  detail.  Before 
doing  so,  I  must  take  leave  to  acknowledge  my 
obligations  to  the  accomplished  philatelist, 
known  to  tbe  public  by  the  modest  iwm  de 
plume  of  **A  Parisian  Collector,"  who,  by 
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the  information  and  opccimens  lie  hns  kindlj 
Bent  me,  faaa  materiHil;  aided  and  guided  me 
in  tho  study  of  tlioee  stampa. 

Of  tho  first  Ijpe  the  annexed  engravings, 
which  originally  illnstrated  Dr.  Magnus's 
paper,  are  rough  represen- 
tations. The  noticeable  point 
in  connection  with  tho  &  paras 
IH,  that  the  horns  are  nearly 
vpriijlil.  The  most  distinctive 
^nro  of  the  other  two 
sl-amps  is,  that  tho  star  on 
each  is eii-pmnfed,  iu-^fi, and  tolerably  rcr/fi/nr, 
conplcd  with  the  fact  that  the  paper  on 
which  they  are  printed  is  thin  jielure,  while 
or  bluish.  This  type  is  unqnCBtionubly  gen- 
nine.  There  are  many  known  copies,  all  bear- 
ing orthodox  obliterations.  These  latter,  it 
may  here  be  mentioned,  are  of  different 
shapes — -runnd,  with  date  in  centre,  the  name 
of  the  town  in  upper  half,  and  uolijjIVIA  in 
the  lower  ;  round,  with  frakco  above,  name 
of  town  IhIow,  and  an  ornamental  bar  across 
the  middle  ;  oblong,  with  a  pointed  projection 
at  enda,  frakco  in  upper,  and  name  of  town 
in  lower  half;  and  oval,  with  the  same  diB- 
position  of  the 


ticealile  in  e 
that  is,  that  the  name  of  the  town  alimiys 
appears,  whilst  the  obhterations  on  the 
doubtfnl  typos  of  this  and  the  first  series, 
benr  the  word  FBAMCO  only. 

The  second  type  of  the  5  paras  is  peculiar 
to  that  value.  Like  the  first  it  has  a  sis- 
pointed  atar,  bnt  it  will  be  no- 
ticed that  tbo  horns,  instead 
of  being  nearly  upright,  are 
strongly  curved.  This  is  the 
ftialureto  be  boruo  in  mind  for 
purposes  of  comparison.  The 
genuinoness  of  this  type  is  exceedingly 
doubtful,   and    I   shall   not  be   far  oat   in 

Erononucing  it  to  be  a  foi^ery.  It  is, 
owever,  one  of  the  amnll  class  of  dangerous 
imitations,  and  in  this  it  differs  from  the 
40  and  80  paras,  hereafter  to  be  noticed. 
IJtxoept  that  there  ib  a  somewhat  suspicious 
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clearness  in  the  printing  as  contrasted  with 
the  gennine,  there  is  very  little  indeed  in  its 
appearance  to  raise  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
an  inexperienced  collector.  Our  engravings, 
in  which  prominence  is  given  to  the  sahent 
point,  the  shape  of  the  horns,  ehoald  render 
detection  easy. 

The  second  type  of  tho  40  and  80  parM  is 
shared  by  the  two  values.     Representations 
of  tho  arms  are  annexed.  . 

JU^jl    The     most     noticeable      ^^^ 
^^Sp  characteristic  is  tho /ife-      ^'T^ 

W  pointed  star.  Oblite-  ^  ^ 
u^^  rated  copies  of  this  type 
are  not  known,  and  this 
is  a  most  auspicious  circumstance,  tending 
strongly  to  show  that  the  unused  specimens, 
like  the  spurious  copies  of  the  first  series 
were  made  fur  sale  to  collectors  only  ;  for  it 
is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  if  genuine, 
used  copies  of  at  lca.st  one  of  the  values 
would  be  forthcoming.  This  type  is  con- 
sequently regarded  as  of  rery  questionaUe 
value. 

The  third  type  is  peculiar  to  the  80  paras. 
The  star  is  six-pointed,  hut  small,  and  ita 
paints  of  dlffiircnce  from  tho  first  type  will 
be  easily  recognised  on  comparison  with  the 
engraving  of  the  same  above  given.  The 
figures  resemble  those  of  tho  first 
typo.  Mr.  Philbrick  possesses  an  VPJ 
obliterated  copy  of  this  type,  which  "^*^ 
is  perhaps  the  only  oue  known 
He  believes  in  its  genuineness,  am 
the  general  feeling  is  in  favour  o 
the  authenticity  of  this  type,  notwithstand- 
ing the  lack  of  used  copies. 

Of  the  stamps  of  the  fourth  type,  Dr> 
Magnus  says  i  "  If  they  are  not  proved 
false,  there  is  at  least  a  strong  presumption 
againstthcirauthenticity  ;"  and  this  dictum 
on  the  part  of  the  learned  doctor  has  never 
been  contested.  The  star  on  this  fourth 
typo  is  six-pointed  ;  but,  whereas  in  the  first 
type  the  word  scRisoREE  commeoces  and  ter< 
minutes  at  au  equal  distance  from  the  border 
(3  mill.),  in  this  fourth  type  it  commences 
at  I|  mill.,  and  terminates  at  3  niill;  more- 
over, the  paper  of  this  latter  "is  not  the 
same  as  for  the  other  types,  but  opatjae, 
thicker,  and  showing  some  traces  of  being 
laid."     Placed   beside  the  geuaiae   stampa, 
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the  forged  are  imraediafcelj  condemned. 
Thoy  do  not  resemble  the  genuine  in  colour^ 
paper,  nor  even  in  size ;  but  bear  on  their 
faces  that  suspicious  look  which  is  so  notice- 
able in  most  spurious  productions. 

Thus,  then,  the  opinion  of  competent 
judges  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : — 1st 
type,  genuine ;  2nd  type,  probably  false  ;  3rd 
type,  probably  genuine ;  4th  type,  false. 
Adopting  Dr.  Magnus's  classification,  the 
colours  and  papers  of  the  first  three  types 
are  as  follows : — 

First  type. — 

A.  Bluish  pelure  paper. 

40  paras  blue. 
80      „     wine-red. 

B.  Transparent  pelure  paper. 

5  paras  black  (paper  a  little  bluish). 
40      „     blue. 
80      „     vermilion-red. 

C.  Dall  white  or  yellowish  jpcZwrd  paper. 

5  paras  black. 
40      „     dark  blue. 
80      „     bright  red. 

Third  type. — White  jjeZwre  paper. 
80  paras  vermilion-red. 
80      „     dark  red. 

Second  type. — White  pelure  paper. 
5  paras  black. 
40      „     pale  blue,  bright  blue. 
80      „     bright  red. 
The  rarest  among  these  are  the  40  and  80 
paras  of  the  first  type,  on  bluish  paper.     Dr. 
Magnus  asserts  that  the  same  paper   was 
nsed  for  the  second  type  of  the  three  values, 
and  for  the  third  type  of  the  80.     This  tells 
very  much  for  or  against  the  genuineness  of 
both  types,  accordingly  as  the  inference  be 
drawn,  from  the  third  to  the  second,  or  from 
the  second  to  the  third. 


ADDENDUM. 

Moldavian  Finance  Ministry. — No.  8823. 

•Jassy,  17  Sept.,  1858. 

To  ths  Honour abl$  Administrative  Council. 

As  the  honourable  Council  is  aware,  the  li^t*-*"^ 
letter  portage,  according  to  the  new  tarifl',  has  been  fixed 
at  the  rate  of  27  paras  for  a  single- weight  letter  for  a  dis- 
tonce  of  one  to  eight  posts :  for  letters  with  receipt  Lre- 
gistercd  ?]  the  rate  i*  double ;  and  the  said  rates  are  col- 


lected by  means  of  stqmps  of  the  required  value,  applied 
according  to  the  w^eight  of  the  letters. 

Seeing  that  the  amplication  of  this  system,  based  on  the 
distance  and  the  weight,  causes  very  great  complicatioi  s, 
not  only  for  the  public,  which,  from  neglecting  to  ascertain 
the  weight  of  the  letters,  is  exposed  to  surcharges  whi«h 
are  sometimes  enormous ;  but  also  for  the  oflBcials,  who  arc 
obliged  to  weigh  and  keep  an  account  of  nil  the  letters. 

The  minister,  taking  the  (oregjing  into  consideration, 
and  also  the  fact,  that  in  foreign  countries  the  postage 
is  not  based  on  the  distance,  judges  it  necessary  to  es- 
tablish in  this  country  a  rate  independent  of  distance 
and  of  weight  (which,  for  letters,  shows  but  slight  differ- 
ences) ;  and  to  fix  at  40  paras  the  rate  for  each  ordinary 
letter,  and  at  80  paras  the  rate  for  those  with  voucher. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  the  said  rate  to  be  applicable  to  let- 
ters, and  not  to  packets,  which  latter  will  continue  to  be 
subjected  to  the  tariff  established  by  the  regulations  at 
present  in  force. 

In  consequence,  the  honourable  Council  is  requested 
to  be  good  enough  to  take  into  conbideration  the  present 
proposition,  and  to  sanction  it  if  it  be  thought  proper,  so 
that  stamps  may  be  made  and  employed  to  carry  it 
into  effect. 

(Signed)        The  Finance  Minister, 

J.  A.  CANTACUZIN. 


Stamp  Office  Superintendent.— No.  88. 

Jassy,  18  Oct.,  1858. 

To  the  lion,  the  Finance  Miniiter. 

The  Post  Office,  by  a  Minute,  No.  2629.  informs 
me  that  conformably  to  an  order,  No.  9741,  which  it  has 
received  from  the  hon.  minister,  it  has  been  decided  to 
print  20,000  postage  stamps  for  the  letter  and  jouraal  ser- 

vice  VIZ.  '^ 

12,000  of  40  paras. 
6,000  „  80     „ 
3,000  „    6     „ 
I  have,  therefore,  the  honour  respectfully  to  request 
the  hon.  minister  to  give  me  the  necessary  order  for  the 
fabrication  of  the  above  stamps,  and  to  hand  me  the  dies, 
informing  me  at  the  same  time  if  I  am  to  deliver  the  stamps 
to  the  above  mentioned  office,  or  to  the  hon.  minister. 

(Signed)         A.  DUCA. 


Moldavian  Finance  Ministry.— No.  10046. 

Jassy,  19  Oct.,  1858. 

To  the  Stamp  OJke  Superintendent. 

In  reply  to  your  Minute,  No.  88,  the  Finance  De- 
partment informs  you  that  the  employment  of  the  40,  8(», 
and  5  para  stamps  having  to  conmience  on  the  Ist 
November  next,  you  will  have  to  print  20,000  of  the  said 
stamps,  as  you  were  advised  by  its  order,  No.  9740,  viz:— 

12,000  of  40  paras. 
6,000  „  80     „ 
3,000  „    5     „ 

As  soon  as  they  are  ready  you  will  deliver  them  to  the 
Finance  Department,  which  will  hand  them  over  to  the 

Post-office.  ...  ,  1    1  i. 

You  will  receive  herewith  the  dies  you  have  asked  for, 
which  yoa  will  please  return  with  the  result  produced. 
(Signed)       The  Finance  Minister, 

J.  A.  CANTACUZIN. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Spain. — We  have  to  tbank  our  esteemed 

correspondent,  Senor  M.  P.  de  Figoeroa,  for 

the  following  extract  from  La  Political  one  of 

the  leading  Madrid  jonrnals  : 

The  falsification  of  postage  stamps  is  now  conducted  on 
so  lai^  a  scale,  and  is  causing  such  a  considerable 
loss  to  the  treasury,  that  the  finance  minister  has  ap- 


Vicente  PalraaroU  and  Don  Eugenio  Julio,  engravers  to 
the  national  stamp- printing  office;  and  Don  Eduardo 
Fernandez  Pescador,  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
St.  Ferdinand,  Madrid — charged  with  the  duty  of  pro- 
posing a  system  of  stamp  printing  which  shall  offer  the 
greatest  aifflculties  to  forgers,  taking  into  consideration 
the  great  advances  made  in  the  preparation  of  chemical 
reactors,  and  in  photography,  ana  shall  at  same  time  be 
a  cheap  system. 

According  to  our  Belgian  contemporary, 
which  has  also  had  intelligence  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  commission,  its  labours 
have  resulted  in  a  decision  that  the  stamps 
shall  be  printed  in  three  colours.  This  is 
the  resource  of  printers  who  are  conscious 
of  their  own  deficiencies.  Either  the  instru- 
ments necessary  to  the  production  of  really 
lino  engravings,  or  the  workmen  capable 
of  manipulating  such  instruments,  must  be 
lacking. 

The  first  consequence  of  this  decision  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  withdrawal  of  the 
finely  cut  type  of  which  we  reproduced  the 
engraving  last  month.  However,  as  the  an- 
nouncement in  Le  Tlmhrc-Poste  is  not  very 
clear  on  this  point,  we  prefer  to  give  it 
verbatim, 

A  type,  with  effigv  of  the  king,  submitted  by  Messrs. 
Ahigre  and  Alabem  had  been  adopted  and  paid  for,  but 
the  latter  engraver  has  certainly  received  instructions  to 
prepare  another  type,  with  the  effigy  of  the  king,  but  in 
profile.  The  values  will  bo  I,  2,  6,  6,  10,  12,  25,  40,  60 
cent  de  peseta,  and  1,  4,  10,  and  19  pesetas. 

Thus  the  present  series,  whoso  design 
leaves  so  much  to  be  desired,  would  appear 
to  have  received  a  fresh  lease  of  life.  Mean- 
while, however,  the  recently  engraved  de- 
sign, of  which  we  gave  an  illustration  in  our 
February  number,  is  being  utilised  for  Cuba, 
aud  but  for  certain  changes  in  the  Madrid 
stamp-printing  office,  the  series  would  be 
now  in  use.  There  is  also  "  in  the  press  " 
a  new   design   for   the   Philippine   Islands, 


consisting  of  a  florid  portrait  of  the  king^ 
three-quarter  face — in  an  upright  rectangle, 
with  CORRBOS  above  and  filipinas  below; 
blank  labels  being  left  at  the  sides  for  the 
value.  The  execution,  it  is  said,  leaves  much 
to  be  desired  ^  as  for  the  portrait,  it  has  little 
in  common  with  that  on  its  CnlMtn  confrtrt, 
and  if  the  reign  of  King  Amadeus  be  pro- 
longed, we  shall  probably  witness  the  ap- 
pearance of  as  many  different  "  likenesses" 
of  him  as  there  are  of  his  predecessor,  QaeeQ 
Isabella.  The  design,  as  far  as  we  can  judge 
from  a  woodcut,  though  plain,  is  far  from 
being  devoid  of  merit.  The  values  are  said 
to  be  four  in  number :— 62  J,  125,  250,  and 
500  cent — esimos  (?). 

M.  Moens  has  been  favoured  with  a  sight 
of  an  envelope-  from  Cuba,  marked  Cuha^  20 
F^vrier,  1872,  prepaid  by  means  of  a  Paris- 
printed  perforated  40  c.  French  republic  and 
two  imperial  French  laureated  80  c.  stamps. 
The  obliteration  consists  of  a  series  of  dots, 
disposed  in  the  form  of  a  lozenge,  with  an 
anchor  in  the  centro.  Our  Belgian  friend  is 
mystified  by  the  appearance  of  these  stamps 
on  a  Cuban  letter,  and,  we  confess,  with 
some  reason.  It  is  true  the  obliteration  is 
known  to  be  that  of  a  French  post-office,  in 
partihus  infideUhus.  It  has  been  noted  in 
this  magazine  as  having  been  used  for  letters 
passing  through  the  French  office  in  Japan ; 
but  the  question  arises, — is  there  any  French 
office  in  Cuba  ?  To  this  we  cannot  replj ; 
but  it  is  very  strange  that  a  Paris-printed 
French  stamp  should  come  from  Cuba 
twenty  days  after  the  reopening  of  Paris,  in 
which  city  alone  were  they  used  during  the 
siege. 

We  are  indebted  to  Senor  P.  de  Figoeroa 
for  communication  of  another  member  of  the 
numorous  band  of  Spanish  official  frank 
stamps.  It  has  been  only  recently  issued, 
is  printed  a  bright  blue,  and  for  a  handstamp 
is  unusually  clear.  It  is  circular,  with  the 
revised  and  corrected  arms  in  the  centre, 
the  Savoy  cross  replacing  the  Bourbon  lilies 
on  the  escutcheon,  and  round  the  border  is 
the  inscription  cuarto  militar  dr  s.m. — obh, 
that  is  to  say, — Military  Household  of  His 
Majesty — Chief  (Qy.,  head  quarters).  It 
is  curious  to  note  that  in  a  production  of 
this   kind    an   orthographical  error  shpold 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINi:. 


occnr;  but  it  appears  that  the  correct  spcll- 
mff  of  the  word  chief  ia  Jefe,  and  the  blander 
made  in  commencing  it  with  a  Q  seema  ver^ 
ridicdoiiB  to  Bt  Castilian  eje. 

We  mnst  not  omit  to  notice  a  report, 
origiaating  with  El  Ai;eriguador,  a  good  aa- 
thority,  to  the  effect  that  tlio  Spanish  post- 
office  is  about  to  isene  a  atnmp,  value  one 
ceatimo  de  peaetn,  enbdi  visible,  in  the  same 
mtuiDer  as  the  Mecklenbnrg  and  Brnnsn-ick 
qaartett,  into  four  quarter  ceotimos.  The 
reason  for  tbis  eraisston  ie  anotbor  curious 
illastration  of  the  st^le  of  managing  things 
at  present  in  vogae  ia  Spain.  The  denomi- 
nations which  up  to  tho  present  time  have 
been  expressed  in  "  cnartos,"  "  centinios 
d'escndos,"  and  *'  millcsimas  d'cscudos,"  is 
lienceforth  to  be  in  "  ccntimos  do  peseta." 
The  law  or  decree  by  virtne  of  which  the  new 
•cries  is  to  be  emitted,  makes  no  provision 
for  the  issno  of  any  stamps  below  the  value 
of  one  centime,  and  that  is  fflo  high  for 
printed  matter  weighing  less  than  5  grammes. 
The  Spanish  postmaster,  to  reconcile  the  law 
with  the  postal  tariff,  has  decided  on  issuing 
four  quarter  centime  stamps  in  one  single 
frame. 

We  have  just  time,  before  going  to  press, 
to  chronicle  tho  issne  of  the  25  mil.  of  the 
current  series,  in  a  very  rich  bright  mauve, 
on  semi-transparent  paper. 

POBTCGCESB  Indies. — The  subjoined  en- 
gmving  IS  that  of  a  stamp  introdnced  to 

I  notice  by  H.  Uoens,  who, 
whilst  he  states  that  he  re- 
ceived the  original  from  a 
'  BOnrce  far  from  snspicions, 
is  careful  not  to  guarantee 
its  authenticity.  Wo,  for 
our  part,  must  avow  we  look 
upon  it  as  of  very  ques- 
tionable value.  It  is  said  to  be  issued  for 
the  use  of  the  three  small  Portuguese  set- 
tlements, Goa,  Din,  and  Damanne,  and  is 
exceedingly  coarse  and  ngly;  bat  though, 
if  it  be  admitted  that  the  design  is  of  colonial 
origin,  its  faults  may  be,  to  a  certain  estent, 
accounted  for,  if  not  excused,  yet  that 
affords  no  eiplanation  of  the  grotesqaeness 
of  the  inscriptions.  We  do  not  pretend  to 
affirm  that  beetico  postal  is  not  Portngnese  ; 
but  we  may,  at  any  rate,  point  out  that  the 


word  coRREto  has  hitherto  been  tho  only  term 
used  on  the  Portuguese  home  or  colonial 
stamps  to  designate  tho  post-office  or  its 
service.  Nor  are  the  words  INDIA  port  oaU 
cuUted  to  increaso  our  confidence  iu  the 
stamp.  The  thing  we  strongly  easpect  to 
be  a  humbug  of  the  first  water,  though, 
should  oar  suspicions  prove  groundless,  wo 
shall  be  happy  to  make  the  amende  lionorable. 
That  our  reoldera  may  the  more  readily  detect 
it,  we  may  state  that  it  is  printed  in  black,  is 
perforated — an  odd  characteristic  for  so 
rough  a  stamp, — and  the  copy  from  which 
M.  Moens  describes  is  obliterated  with  an 
oval,  formed  of  a  set  of  horizontal  lines,  with 
the  figure  16  in  the  centre;  though  where 
sixteen  post-offices  could  be  found  in  the 
settlements  above  referred  to  is  a  mystery. 

GsEAT  Britain. — The  really  handsome  de- 
sign, of  which  tho  annexed  engraving  is  a 
fnir  copy,  has  made  its  appearance,  as  the 
French  say,  without  drum 
or  trumpet.     The  execution    • 
is  on  a  par  with  Messrs.  De   ; 
La  Rue's  habitual  finish  and   '. 
style,  and  the  colonr,  a  deli-    | 
cate  light  brown,  completes    | 
the  charm.     The  design  is    '• 
superior  to  that  of  any  of  ; 
the  other   English   stamps, 
and  wo   almost  think   it  most   have  been 
originally  intended  for  one  of  our  colonies,  or 
for  some  foreign  customer.     We  only  hope 
that  the  other  values  may  soon  be   repre- 
sented by  equally  attractive  types  ;  and  the 
only  thing  wo  have  to  regret  is  the  insertion 
of  the  minute  figures  and  corner  letters.    On 
this  new  sixpenny  the  numerals  11  will  be 
found  at  the  bases  of  the  lower  triangles,  and 
they  are  bo  finely  drawn  and  unobtrusive 
that  they  appear  to  merge  in  the  general  de- 
sign ;  but  this,  no  doubt,  is  partly  owing  to 
their  shape  ;  more  intricate  figures,  such  as 
i,  8,  3,  6,  or  9,  would  show  up  more  pro- 
minently.     In   this   connection  It  is  worth 
noting  that  the  usual  system  of  commencing 
a  fresh  sot  of  numbers  with  a  fresb  design 
has  been  departed  from.      The  lost  plate  of 
the  old  sixpenny  bears  the  number  10 ;  tho 
new  type  starts  with  number  II.     The  plan 
of  patting  check  letters  in  the  comers  seems 
to  us  to  be  a  superfluous  precaution.     No 
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English  stamp  was  ever  forged  before  the 
adoption  of  this  plan,  and  it  is  the  only 
feature  in  the  English  mode  of  stamp  fabrica- 
tion that  has  found  absolutely  no  supporters 
in  foreign  countries  or  the  colonies.  Were  it 
to  be  abandoned,  scope  would  be  given  for  a 
much  freer  and  more  graceful  ornamentation 
of  the  angles. 

The  portrait  is  the  stereotyped  profile 
which  may  certainly  be  said  to  adorn  so 
many  stamps;  it  is  "  a  thing  of  beauty,"  and 
therefore  may  remain  **  a  joy  for  ever  '*  to 
the  engravers  ;  but  we  should  prefer  some- 
thing more  realistic  and  less  fanciful.  The 
Canadian  bill,  and  Newfoundland  postage 
stamps,  with  portrait  of  the  Queen,  in 
widow's  weeds,  are  infinitely  more  pleasing, 
and  excite  the  admiration  even  of  outside 
philistines. 

Fresh  specimens  of  English  dated  en- 
velopes, with  threads,  continue  to  crop  up. 
Our  Birmingham  contejnporary  notices  a 
penny  envelope,  dated  6-6-62.  Some  au- 
thoritative explanation  of  the  reissue  of  the 
threaded  envelopes  is  much  to  be  desired. 

The  Philatelist  notices  that  Messrs.  Parkins 
A  Gotto  now  use  penny  envelopes,  of  which 
the  impressed  stamp  is  surrounded  with  a 
ring  bearing  their  names,  Ac,  in  white  cameo 
letters,  on  a  ground  of  dull  plum  or  bright 
g^een,  which  latter  hue,  our  correspondent 
observes,  contrasting  with  the  pink,  has  a 
pleasing  effect. 

The  change  in  the  regulations  connected 
with  the  sale  of  post  cards  seems  to  have 
been  made  principally  for  the  benefit  of 
stationers,  who  are  to  be  "at  liberty  to  de- 
vise a  variety  of  cards,  differing  in  quality 
and  design,"  for  general  use ;  but  from  a 
reply  made  by  the  Postmaster-general  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  13th  ult.,  to  a 
question  addressed  to  him,  it  appears  that 
only  cards  bearing  impressed  stamps  will  be 
accepted  at  the  post-office.  We  should  have 
thought  that  within  certain  defined  limits  of 
size  any  card,  prepaid  by  an  adhesive  stamp, 
would  have  been  acceptable.  However,  the 
question  now  arises  to  us,  as  philatelists, — 
Will  the  cards  which  may  be  presented  for 
stamping,  by  stationers,  bear  the  present 
post-card  stamp,  without  the  accompanying 
border  and  inscription,  or  the  present  half- 


penny wrapper  stamp,  or  will  they  be  dis- 
tinguished by  some  special  design  ? 

In  our  March  number  one  of  our  corres- 
pondents mentioned  the  existence  of  hand- 
stamped  inscriptions  on  old  letters,  consisting 
of  the  words  pknny  post,  with  the  nameofa 
town  or  person  pixjfixed.  Another  corres- 
pondent sends  us  some  of  these  old  marks 
for  our  inspection.  We  have  Daventrj, 
St.  Albans,  and  Watford  penny  post — the 
name  of  the  town  in  Roman  capitals,  the 
other  words  in  small  letters — and  Potton 
penny  post,  in  italics  ;  in  all  cases  the  town 
being  on  the  first*,  and  the  words  "penny  post" 
on  the  second  line.  Our  correspondent  does 
not  give  us  the  dates  of  the  letters  from 
which  these  postmarks  were  cut  out;  we 
are,  therefore,  left  uncertain  whether  thej 
had  any  reference  to  a  local  penny  rate 
for  letters  posted  and  delivered  within  the 
same  town  before  the  introduction  of  the  pre- 
sent general  system,  or  whether  it  is  merely 
a  memento  of  the  first  days  of  that  system. 
At  any  rate  they  are  certainly  far  from  being 
devoid  of  interest,  and  authentic  intelligence 
respecting  them  is  much  to  be  desired. 

NouwAT. — DrontJieim, — A  new  local  for  this 
town  has  just  been  handed  to  ns  by  a  well- 
known  Liverpool  firm.  We  append  an  il- 
lustration of  it.  It  is 
printed  in  carmine-rose, 
and  perforated.    The  name 

— BRiEKSTAD  &  CO. — OU  the 

garter  is  that  of  the  owners 
of  the  post.  Mr.  Br«ek- 
stad  was  formerly  in  busi- 
ness in  Liverpool ;  he  has 
now  been  established  at 
Drontheim — or  Throndhjems,  to  adopt  the 
Norwegian  spelling — for  up>yards  of  five 
years,  as  a  large  bookseller  and  stationer. 
Having  purchased  the  local  post*  from  the 
last  proprietors,  he  has  remodelled  it^  and 
issued  the  above  stamp,  together  with  two 
other  values,  ^  sk.  and  2  sk.,  of  the  colours 
of  which  we  are  as  yet  without  information. 
The  old  brown  Throndhjems  stamp  is  now 
obsolete.  The  execution  of  the  new  design  is 
respectable,  and  from  the  foregoing  details  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  may  be  considered  as 
worthy  of  acceptance. 

FRANCEr — The    announcement  we  copied 
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last  month  from  a  French  Dewapnper,  thnt  a 
new  aeries  of  adheaives  is  shortly  to  be 
emitted,  gnins  in  consiatency.  From  a  dia- 
gnm  pabh'shed  in  a  Parisian  daily,  it  would 
appear  that  the  value  in  words  will  be  re- 
pealed on  three  sides  of  the  frame,  and  it  is 
affirmed  that  the  issao  will  commence  on  this 
lat  of  May.  Of  tho  proposed  design  with 
largo  figures  in  centre,  rejected  on  account 
of  tbeir  nj^liness.  Baron  Arthur  Rothschild 
poBSeases  three  proofs  in  blacl^on  carton. 

CiiLON. — We  annex   cngrarings   of  two 
more  of  the  valnes  of  the  new  eeries,  and 


take  the  opportunity  to  mention,  on  the 
suited  antbority  of  onr  Brighton  and  Bir- 
mingham contemporaries,  the  interesting 
lact  that  tho  new  tjingalese  dollar,  composed 
of  100  cents,  is  worth  only  about  2/1  or  2/2 ; 
and,  therefore,  the  cent  just  equals  our  far- 
thing. The  new  series  thus  contains  tlie 
equivalents  of  the  old  ^d..  Id.,  2d.,  4d.,  6d., 
9d.,  1/-,  and  2/-  stamps.  Most  probably  the 
threepence  will  also  be  represented  in  it 
before  long. 

UnrreD  States. — The  seven-cent  stamps, 
if  Hr.  Scott  be  an  authority,  are  having  a 
diversified  life.  They  were  first  issued  in 
consequence  of  a  seven-cent  rate  having  been 
negociated  with  Germany,  then  withdrawn 
upon  the  reduction  of  that  rate  to  six  cents, 
and  now  reissued  in  consequence  of  the 
seven-cent  rate  being  cslabliahed  for  letters 
to  Denmark.  Does  the  United  States  issue 
stamps  to  suit  the  rates,  or  does  it  make 
rates  to  suit  the  stampsP  The  Philnleli'eal 
Joumal,  relying  on  information  supplied  to  it 
by  an  Indiana  postmaster,  doubts  tho  state- 
ments of  the  Kew  York  paper,  but  we  are, 
nererthelcsB,  inclined  to  truat  the  Intter.  At 
any  rate  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the 
?  c,  ia  still  current,  as  it  will  bo  procurable 
at  areaaonable  price  instead  of  being  elevated 
into  a  rarity. 


Pbiscb  Edward  Ishso. — We  annex  a  re- 
presentation of  the  new 
one  cent,  which  is  found  in 
two  verydistinct  shades — 
a  dull  yellow-orange  and 
a  deep  orange-rod.  It 
will  bo  observed  thnt  the 
figure  is  repeated  in  all 
four  corners,  without  any 
addition  to  the  beauty  of 
tho  design  as  a  result. 

RcasiA. — We  have  infoimation,  from  two 
of  our  Rnssian  correspondents,  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  imperial  post-office  to  issue 
post  cards  bearing  impressed  stamps.  One 
of  our  informants  states  that  they  were  to 
appear  on  or  about  the  1st  April,  old  style  ; 
the,  values  are  to  be  3  and  5  kop.,  respectively, 
but  we  have  no  knowledge  of  the  designs 
adopted.  The  unstamped  cards  will  continue 
in  circulation. 

We  draw  attention  to  Mr.  Pleske's  inter- 
eating  letter  in  our  correspondence  columns, 
explaining  the  significatinn  of  the  arms  de- 
picted on  several  of  the  Russian  local  stamps. 
New  Granada. — A  new  ono-centavo  stamp 
from  this  country  reached  ns  at  the  beginning 
of  lust  mouth,  of  which  w 
have  pleasnre  in  subjoinin 
an  illustration.  The  arn 
are  maintained  in  their  plat 
of  honour;  the  nine  stars  ar 
represented  by  nine  little  , 
asterisks  below  the  shield, 
and  at  a  first  glance  appear  to  '- 
have  been  inserted  as  an  insignificant  ground- 
work. The  colour  is  a  dull,  or  "sap,"  green. 
Perforation  is  still  a  deferred  improvement. 

New  Sooth  Wales. — On  the  occasion  of 
the  issue  of  the  new  sixpenny  stamp  for  this 
colony  we  reproduce  the 
engraving  copied  from 
the  proof  which  figures 
on  p.  105  of  our  eighth 
volume.  We  learn,  from 
the  Philatetical  Journal, 
that  the  cost  of  the  die, 
&c.,  was  so  great  that 
the  New  South  Wales 
government  had  a  copy  made  in  tho  colony, 
the  execution  of  which  is  really  excellent. 
This  reminds  us  of  tho   procedttre  of  the 
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Belgian  post-office,  which  also  foand  Messrs. 
De  La  Rae's  productions  to  be  of  the  nature 
of  expensive  Inxuries. 

Fiji  Islands. — It  is  suggested  that  the 
letters  c.  R.  stand  for  cakohbau  rex.  The 
surcharged  set  of  stamps  now  arrives  per- 
forated. The  sheets  are  said,  by  the  A  merican 
Journal  of  Philately^  to  be  watermarked  Fiji 
POSTAOB,  each  stamp  in  the  centre  row  getting 
one  letter. 

Cape  op  Good  Hope. — The  latest  arrivals 
of  the  penny  stamp  show  a  white  line  added 
to  the  inner  frame,  the  shading  also  is  lighter 
than  heretofore.  The  American  Journal  of 
Phllatehj  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  first 
noticing  these  peculiarities. 

South  Afrccan  Republic. — A  new  enve- 
lope has  recently  made  its  appearance, 
bearing,  on  the  right  hand  upper  corner,  an 
impi*ession  in  azure  blue,  from  the  die  of  the 
adhesive  sixpence  of  the  first  type,  which 
bears  the  ornithological  designation  of  '*  owl- 
eagle." 

Canada. — The  Canadian  Philatelist  sbljs: — 
^'  It  is  unlikely  that  the  I2|  c.  small  size  will 
be  issued,  as  the  large  ones  are  very  little 
used,  and  can  now  be  bought  at  the  post- 
office  at  12  cents." 

British  Honduras. — The  Philatelist  states 
that  it  has  been  decided  to  issue  a  threepenny 
stamp  for  this  colony,  of  the  design  of  the 
present  set,  colour  as  yet  undetermined. 


WHAT  ARE  THEY  WORTH  ? 

"  Bien  n^est  sacrS  pour  un  sapeur,**  and  the 
reprintcr  may  be  pat  in  the  same  category 
with  the  military  desecrator.  In  his  hands  no 
rarities  are  safe.  Unobliterated  impressions 
of  the  first  Brunswick  emission  have  been 
hitherto  counted  among  the  choice  spe- 
cialities of  a  good  collection,  and  original 
specimens  will  continue  to  be  so  considered, 
but  reprints  of  two  at  least  out  of  the  three 
values  have  appeared,  and  the  market  is 
evidently  on  the  point  of  being  inundated 
with  them.  Undiscerning  collectors  may  be 
attracted  by  the  temptation  to  possess  un- 
used copies  of  this  first  issue,  but  experienced 
philatelists  will  shun  them  as  the  result  of  a 
reprehensible  speculation.  Even  beginners 
will,   we  trust,   have   the   sense   to    prefer 


honestly  obliterated  specimens  to  the  "flashy" 
reprints  which  can  add  no  more  value  to  the 
collections  which  receive  them,  than  would  a 
mere  wood-cut  engraving  of  the  design.  In 
the  batch  of  Brunswick  reprints,  which  form 
the  subject  of  the  present  observations,  are 
comprised  the  rare  1  sgr.  rose,  and  the  2  agr. 
blue,  on  white  paper.  The  colours  and  en- 
tire appearance  are  characterised  by  an  un- 
wholesome newness.  There  is  also  a  3  sgr. 
rose,  un  watermarked,  like  the  other  two,  bat 
if  it  be  intended  to  represent  the  stamp  of 
that  value  in  the  first  series,  printed  in  red, 
it  is  a  miserable  failure.  Its  colour  is  un- 
mistakably rose,  and  were  it  watermarked,  we 
should  have  no  hesitation  in  classing  it  as 
the  1862  emission. 

Besides  these  there  are  found  the  I  sgr.  of 
1853  on  orange  and  bnfi*  paper,  2  sgr.  dark 
blue,  and  3  sgr.  rose,  of  the  same  series;  \  sgr. 
brown,  and  §  sgr.  white,  of  1856,  and  the  1 
sgr.  yellow  of  1865 — all  wiioaiermarksd,  so 
there  can  be  no  great  difficulty  in  distinguish- 
ing them  from  the  originals,  and  this  time 
we  shall  hear  no  talk  of  remainders. 

With  the  Brunswick  reprints  there  have 
appeared  a  number  of  questionable  Hawaiian 
2,  5  and  13  c.  The  2  c.  are  of  the  1862  type, 
portrait  of  Kamohameha  IV.,  with  branches 
at  sides,  and  UKU  leta  above.  They  are  of  a 
strikingly  deep  red  colour,  and  in  sheets  of 
fifteen,  are  xmused,  and  have  the  word  can- 
celled printed  in  black  capitals  across  the 
base  of  the  disk,  and  touching  the  margin  on 
either  side.  The  5  c.  and  13  c.  are  of  the  1853 
emission,  portrait  of  Kamehameha  III.,  and 
are  in  sheets  of  twenty  stamps,  with  the 
word  SPECIMEN,  in  close  black  capitals,  printed 
across  the  base  of  the  bust.  The  colours  of 
these  stamps  are  of  the  ordinary  shades. 
These  "  specimen  "  and  "  cancelled  '*  im- 
pressions come,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  fact,  from  the  Honolulu  post-office  itself, 
but,  in  the  words  of  our  title, — What  are 
they  worth  ?  Mr.  Atlee's  recent,  and  still 
unfinished,  article  on  the  Hawaiian  stamps 
furnishes  us  some  answer  to  this  question. 
Mr.  Atlee  has  seen  the  "  specimen  "5  c.  and 
13  c,  and  may,  though  he  does  not  say  so, 
have  also  seen  the  *' cancelled"  two  cents. 
His  impression  of  the  former  is,  that  they 
"  are  either  portions  of  waste  sheets,  or  copies 
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purposely  cancelled  to  destroy  tbeir  franking 
powers."  We  say  (he  adds)  the  bulk  ad- 
Tisedly,  for  doubtless  genuine  early  impres- 
sions so  marked  may  exist.  We  found  our 
opinion  npon  a  letter  received  from  the 
Honolulu  post-office  by  M.  Nunes,  of  Paris, 
dated  September  9th,  1869.  After  invoicing 
the  balance  of  the  later  "figure"  stamps 
then  in  the  office,  the  postmaster  says :  "Yon 
have  herewith  twenty  of  each  old  5  c.  and 
13  c.  head  'specimen.'  All  now  left  in 
P.O.  of  this  kind  are  so  marked ;  future 
orders  can,  therefore,  only  be  filled  of  that 
kind,  although  the  full  price  is  charged.  In 
case  yon  should  give  any  further  orders,  please 
bear  this  in  consideration,  and  give  us  your 
instructions." 

Mr.  Atlee,  upon  this,  justly  remarked  that 
no  government  would  print  off  hundreds  of 
sheets  with  each  stamp  a  specimen,  and 
thai,  therefore,  this  mark  must  have  been 
adopted  either  to  prevent  the  issue  of  waste 
sheets,  or  to  satisfy  the  postmaster's  scruples 
in  selling  the  stamps  to  collectors,  adding, 
however,  that  **  when  the  postmaster  offers 
to  fill  *  further  orders,*  one  feels  inclined  to 
suspect  reprinting,** 

Mr.  Atlee's  suspicions  seem  to  be  fully 
JQstified  by  the  event,  and  there  is  nothing 
surprising  in  the  postmaster  of  a  semi-civilized 
state,  for  the  sake  of  a  slight  addition  to  a 
revenue  which  can  never  be  great,  stooping  to 
a  practice  which  would  be  beneath  the  notice 
of  the  postal  department  of  a  more  important 
power.  The  idea  certainly  need  no/ surprise  us 
after  the  hint  that  has  been  already  thrown 
out,  to  the  effect  that  the  New  Granadine 
office  forges  its  own  stamps  for  the  benefit  of 
collectors.  We  doubt  the  probability  of 
waste  sheets  having  been  held  over  dunng 
the  long  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
Hawaiian  stamps  in  question  were  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  and  believe  that  the  phrase 
in  the  postmaster's  letter,  "  All  now  left  in 
the  P.O.  of  this  kind  are  so  marked,"  should 
read,  "All  now  made  in  the  P.O."  The 
regularity  of  the  impression  of  the  sur- 
charged word  shows  that  the  inscription 
was  set  up  with  a  certain  amount  of  care 
and  precision  to  provide  for  the  printing  off 
of  a  considerable  stock,  and  the  widely  differ- 
ent colour  of  the  two  cents  is  in  itself  evidence 


of  a  reprint.  The  use  of  the  word  "  cancelled '  * 
for  the  latter  value,  which  seems  to  have  been 
reprinted  since  the  other,  as  it  was  not  refer- 
red to  in  the  letter  above  quoted,  shows  that, 
either  as  the  result  of  his  own  meditations, 
or  in  consequence  of  a  suggestion  to  that 
effect,  the  Honolulu  postmaster  saw  that  the 
word  "  specimen "  was  objectionable,  and 
that  the  word  "  cancelled  "  lent  itself  better 
to  the  supposition  that  the  stamps  wer6  re- 
mainders. 

Now,  we  ask  again, — ^What  are  they 
worth?  They  are  most  probably  reprints, 
palmed  off  as  remainders ;  they  do  not  come 
to  us  in  honest  guise,  and  the  semblance  of 
deception  in  the  get-up  is  fatal  to  the  claims 
for  admission  of  the  stamp  which  bears  it. 
We  strongly  advise  our  readers  to  abstain 
from  purchasing  them,  as  they  can  never  bo 
regarded  as  really  satisfactory  specimens  of 
the  type  they  represent. 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The    Canadian  PhilatclisL      Quebec:    Birfc, 
Williams,  &  Co. 

We  hail  with  pleasure  the  starting  of  a 
stamp-collector's  magazine  in  the  Dominion, 
and  wish  our  young  contemporary  success. 
Its  present  dimensions  are  modest,  but  if  it 
receives  the  support  it  deserves  from  the 
philatelists  of  British  America,  an  increase 
in  volume  will  soon  be  called  for.  At  pre- 
sent it  is  true  the  *'  cause  "  does  not  seem  to 
be  in  a  very  encjuraging  condition.  "  In 
Canada,"  says  the  new  journal,  "the  whole 
body  of  collectors  are  boys ;  in  fact,  we  do  not 
know  of  more  than  half-a-dozen  adults  who 
collect  postage  stamps,  and  are  acquainted 
with  but  one  philatelisV*  Perhaps  it  may  be 
right  in  stating  that  "  one  of  the  causes  of 
this  deplorable  condition  of  things  is  the 
want  of  a  good  stamp  journal,  or  at  any  rate 
of  a  really  conscientious  dealer."  If  so,  the 
editors  and  publishers  of  the  new  enterprise 
have  the  means  of  effecting  a  philatelic  re- 
suscitation ;  the  former,  by  making  their 
paper  attractive ;  the  latter,  by  practising 
that  conscientiousness  they  commend. 

The  leading  article  in  the  second  and  third 
numbers  are  readable.  "  What  shall  we  col- 
lect? "  is  written  with  a  freedom  from  ignorant 
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prejudice  against  the  acceptance  of  water- 
mark and  perforation  varieties,  which,  in  an 
article  written  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  causes  us  a  pleasant  surprise.  The 
paper  "  The  Canadian  Post  "  is  creditable  to 
the  writer,  though  we  think  the  leading  facts 
appeared  some  years  back  in  The  Stamp* 
Collectors* 8  Monthly  Gazette. 

If  we  may  give  a  hint  to  our  confrhe^  it 
would  be  to  omit  the  monthly  article  entitled 
"  The  Press,"  as  the  space  is  too  confined  to 
admit  of  a  sufficient  notice  of  the  contents  of 
other  journals,  and  would  be  better  filled  by 
a  well-digested  article  on  some  interesting 
philatelic  point.  Our  " young'*  friend  must 
remember  that  it  has  not  room  enough  to  be 
diffusive,  and  every  line  of  its  contents  should 
contain  real  information ;  there  is  enough 
and  to  spare  to  be  had,  and  it  only  requires 
proper  working  up. 


The  Stamp'Collector^s  Journal  and  PhUatelical 
Opinion,     London  :  Light  &  Jackson. 

Two  numbers  of  this  journal  are  before  us. 
They  represent  the  venture  of  a  newly- 
started  firm,  and  are  characterised  by  a 
respectable  tone.  Without  being  strikingly 
original,  their  contents  are  readable,  and 
more  especially  those  of  the  second  number. 
The  grammar  also,  as  a  whole,  is  up  to  the 
mark,  although  the  expression,  "we  must 
content  us  '*  would  bear  correction,  and  some 
better  word  than  "  skinny  '*  might  have  been 
found,  to  designate  a  poorly-drawn  anchor. 

Our  first  impression,  on  reading  the  title 
**  Philatclical  Opinion,'*  was,  that  we  were 
about  to  peruse  a  magazine  got  up  in  the 
style  of  Public  Opinion^  and  composed  ex- 
clusively of  selections  from  the  philatelic 
press.  For  such  a  paper  we  should  think 
there  might  be  fair  scope. 

In  the  chronicle  we  find  one  or  two  novel 
items, — thus,  it  is  stated  that  the  union  of 
the  Orange  Free  State  with  the  South 
African  Republic  is  likely  to  take  place 
shortly,  with  the  probable  result  of  a  fresh 
emission  of  stamps.  Again,  our  contem- 
porary affirms  that  "the  Sydney  letter-sheets, 
which  are  now  being  offered  pretty  freely, 
are  not  even  reprints  " — a  statement  in  sup- 
port of  which  he  offers  no  proof  whatever. 


A  list  of  Queensland  stamps  follows  tUe 
chronicle,  and  appears  to  have  been  carefully 
compiled;  indeed,  the  editor  of  The  PhUa- 
telical Journal  states  that  it-a  arrangement 
"has  been  obtained,  in  some  inexplicable 
manner,  from  his  own  private  notes."  This, 
he  adds,  he  can  prove,  for  **  the  very  ex- 
pressions, the  divisions  and  subdivisions,  and 
the  concluding  remarks,  are  all  his  own." 
This  is  either  a  very  striking  coincidence— 
or  something  else.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a 
personal  question,  into  which  we  hare  no 
reason  to  enter  further.  In  the  introduction 
to  this  Queensland  article,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing sensible  observation  upon  col  our- varieties. 

Of  all  variations,  those  of  intensity  or  palen««  of  shade 
are  least  important,  as  thev  are  the  result  of  chance,  for 
the  most  part.  Anyone  who  has  examined  any  nambef 
of  stamps  in  sheets,  will  have  noticed  how  often  the  row 
on  the  one  side  of  the  sheet  is  dark,  while  that  on  the 
oppotiite  side  is  pale. 

This  we  can  fully  confirm ;  and  the  ex- 
planation lies  in  the  fact  that  the  roller, 
when  passed  over  the  plate  or  stone,  is 
frequently  pressed  down  with  greater  force 
on  the  side  nearest  the  workman.  Con- 
demning, as  the  writer  of  the  above  quotation 
does,  the  collection  of  shades,  he  is  hardlj 
consistent  with  himself  in  noticing  so  maoj 
for  (he  Queensland  stamps.  Thns,  the  penny 
of  1863,  un watermarked,  on  thick  paper, 
machine  perf.  13,  is  given  as  existing  in  red- 
brown,  orange-vermilion,  pale  orange,  and 
deep  orange.  The  red-brown  and  the  orange 
were  presumably  the  result  of  separate 
mixings  of  colour,  but  who  can  say  as  ranch 
of  the  minor  shades  of  orang^e  ? 

Under  the  heading  "  The  Detection  of 
Forged  Stamps,"  a  new  and  dangerous  set 
of  Hamburg  counterfeits  are  treated  on— 
the  current  Dutch  Indies.  The  description 
is  accompanied  by  a  specimen  of  the  forged 
5  c,  which  is  so  well  copied,  even  to  the 
shade  of  green,  as  easily  to  deceive  an  un- 
practised observer. 

The  remaining  contents  of  the  second 
number  do  not  call  for  special  attention. 
Altogether,  though  not  brilliant,  the  neir 
comer  is  superior  to  most  of  the  recently 
issued  publications,  and  may  in  time  prove 
to  be  a  substantial  acquisition  to  the  ranks 
of  the  philatelic  press. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  PRUSSIAN  SIEGE  OF  PARIS. 

To  thi  Editor  of^*^  The  Stamp-Collectou's  Magazine." 

Sir,— The  interesting  article  in  your  last  number, 
on  **  Postal  Matters  under  the  Commune/'  is  not  miite 
accurate  in  one  particular :— "It  is  a  remarkable  lact, 
that  during  the  first  siege  no  imi)erial  stamjM,  so  far  as 
we  know,  were  used."  In  onposition  to  this  statement, 
1  have  in  my  collection  two  balloon  letters,  postmarked 
r\fiis,  OCT.  3,  and  dec.  7,  bearing,  respectively,  30  c.  and 
20  c.  stamps  of  the  empire  scries.  The  earliest  dated 
letter  with  the  republic  stamps  (10  c.,  20  c,  perf.)  that  I 
have,  is  postmarked  Nov.  9. 

Youra  truly, 

WARDEN 


THE  NEW  CHILIAN  POSTAGE  STAMPS,  &c. 
Totke  Editor  of  ^^IwR  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that 
the  poAt-officc  authorities  nere  have  decided  to  isnue 
envelopes,  as  well  as  post  cards,  and  have  ordered  the  fol- 
lowing to  be  made  in  the  United  States :—  Post  cards,  2  c. 
Wack  and  6  c.  red  ;  envelopes,  2  c.  bronze,  6  c.  red,  10  c. 
blue,  15  c,  colour  not  fixed,  and  20  c.  green.  In  a  letter 
to  the  editor  of  The  Phitatiliat  the  other  day,  I  added  an 
adhesive,  value  15  c. ;  but  on  a  second  reading  of  the 
postraaater-general's  note  to  the  minister  for  foreign 
afikirs,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  are  not  to 
have  the  benefit  of  any  addition  to  our  adhesive  series. 

The  English  card  is  to  serve  as  model  for  the  Chilian 
"  Ttttjeta^**  Ours  is  to  be  of  the  same  size  and  thickness, 
but  we  are  not  told  whether  it  is  to  be  of  tinted  or  white 
♦'ard.  The  stamp  will  be  the  same  as  the  corVesponding  ad  • 
hcsive,  as  the  onginal  die  is  to  be  used.  Our  envelopes  aro 
to  be  in  paper  of  three  colours — white,  yellow,  ana  blue, 
Columbus's  bust,  I  presume,  vnW  figure  on  the  impres- 
Mons,  as  nothing  is  said  to  the  contrary.  The  American 
Bank-Note  Co.  will  most  probably  be  entrusted  with  the 
rxocution  of  the  above ;  and,  as  soon  as  they  appear,  I 
shall  take  care  to  send  you  specimens. 

Ar>cording  to  a  government  decree,  dated  January  27th, 
local  posts  have  been  established  here  since  the  8tn  iust. 
The  postage  charged  is  2  c.  per  letter,  whatever  be  its 
weight 

I  enclose  a  specimen  of  the  second  emission  of  post 
cards.  To  call  it  a  "card"  is,  however,  a  misnomer,  as 
ymi  will  pi'rceive  that  it  is  made  of  thick  blue  laid  paper. 
The  card,  I  fancy,  was  found  too  expensive,  t.^.,  if  manu- 
factured here. 

TTiero  must  be  a  great  scarcity  of  postage  stamps  in 
B*ilivia,  if  we  mar  judge  by  the  number  of  fiscals  which 
arc  used  for  postal  purposes ;  if  anything,  they  are  used 
more  now  than  at  first. 

Begging  3'ou  will  excuse  the  length  of  this  letter, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

Valparaiso.  L.  W.  M. 


RUSSIAN    LOCAL   STAMP;    SHELSINGFORS,   &c. 
To  the  Editor  of**  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir, — I  am  glad  to  be  able  tog^iveyou  some  information 
re!»|>ecting  the  de^i^n  of  the  Rusctian  local  stamps.  I  will 
bcffin  by  saying  that  those  designs  are,  without  doubt, 
the  arras  oi  the  towns,  with  few  exceptions  (those  of 
Charkoff,  for  instance) ;  but  their  explanation,  not  easy 


by  itself,  becomes  still  more  difficult  on  account  of  the 
bad  execution.  All  that  I  know  about  them  at  present  i« 
this : 

^Mmy.— The  name  **  Soilmy  "  is  the  plural  number  of 
the  wonl  **Soum6,"  meaning  bag ;  this  is  the  reason  of 
the  strange  coat  of  arms  of  that  town.  I  have  a  blue  spe- 
cimen, value  1  kop.f  with  the  1  changed  into  5  by  red  ink. 

TamhoW. — Bee -hive;  bee-keeping  being  very  much 
spread,  the  bee-hive  is  the  armorial  design  not  onl?  of 
the  town,  but  also  of  the  government  (province)  of  Tam* 
ImSw.     This  is  why  it  reappears  on  the  stamps  of  Shatzk. 

In  throe  other  stamps  I  have  found  explanations  of  ono 
half  of  the  desigv,  viz. : — 

J?oao/*A/«Ar.— -The  design  of  the  lower  part  is  to  be  a 
weaving-loom  or  a  spinning-wheel,  an  emblem  of  the 
cotton  works  and  silk  manufactories  of  the  town.  The 
upper  part  represents  the  arms  of  the  government  of 
Moscow. 

Jielozcnk. — 3  kopecs.  The  fish  indicate  the  situation  of 
the  town  near  the  Beloe  Ozero  ^White  Lake),  fish  being 
the  principal  trade  article.  The  town  is  ono  of  the  oldest 
in  Russia.  Sineus,  a  brother  of  Rjurik,  who  came  to 
Russia  with  him,  in  862  (of  Norman  origin),  took  his  seat 
there. 

Boroviehi  is  situated  on  the  river  Msta,  which  forms  a 
connecting  link  in  the  canal  system  which  unites  the 
Baltic  to  the  Caspian  sea.  The  design  in  the  right  half 
of  the  stamp  (a  kind  of  staircase)  is  a  lock  or  sluice,  an 
illustration  of  the  cataracts  of  the  Msd,  near  Boroviehi. 

Berdjamk  is  a  Black  Sea — or  rather  Azow— seaport, 
therefore  the  anchor.  This  town  is  a  contrast  to  Novgorod, 
Pskofi*,  and  Belozersk,  since  its  existence  dates  from 
1827,  and  the  title  of  town  was  conferred  on  it  but  in  1835. 

To  the  description  of  the  Valdai  mountains  I  have  only 
to  add  that  the  highest  points  are  of  840  and  900  feet  (and 
not  1200). 

The  names  of  the  following  towns  aro  erroneously  spelt 
in  your  list,  letters  being  omitted : — 

Atkar       should  be  Atk4r«^*. 
Egorieff  „        Egorieffj*. 

Shatz  „        ShatzA*. 

Shadrin  „        Sh4drin«^. 

The  well-known  stamps  of  Livonia  must  undoubtedly 
be  classed  amongst  the  local  stamps,  since  they  do  the 
same  duty. 

The  stamp  for  Helsingfors,  of  which  an  illustration  is 
given  in  vol.  viii.,  page  151  of  your  magazine,  is  a  hum- 
bug. I  wrote  about  it  to  the  private  company  which  is 
authorised  to  issue  those  stamps,  and  was  told  that  the 
well-known  three  stamps  are  the  only  ones  that  have  been 
issued. 

Russian  post  cai'ds  are  to  appear  in  May,  with  3  kop. 
and  5  kop.  stamps  impressed  on  them ;  but  those  without 
stamps  are  not  to  be  withdrawn. 

Hoping  that  this  communication  may  be  of  some  use  to 

you* 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

Petersburg.  E.  PLESKE. 

THE  ALBUM  QUESTION. 
To  the  Editor  of*'  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir,— I  see  from  the  letter  of  your  correspondent,  E.  8., 
in  the  January  number  of  the  magazine,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  a  suitable  and  permanent  stamp  album  is  as  far 
from  solution  ns  ever. 

I  have  tried  both  prepared  and  blank  albums.  The  first 
I  condemn  without  reserve,  except  for  beginners.  To  the 
second  I  have  the  same  objection  as  E.  S- ;  as  he  says, 
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**One  leares  ipaoes  for  stamps  which  neyer  turn  up,  and 
one  does  not  leave  spaces  for  such  as  do.*' 

I  have  never  seen  any  of  the  albums  on  the  "  crotchet " 
plan,  but  fh>m  some  allusions  I  have  seen  made  to  them 
m  the  magazines,  I  fancy  they  are  not  without  their  dis- 
advantages. 

Thinking  these  things  over  a  few  days  ago,  it  struck 
me  that  real  permanent  albums  would  never  be  attainable 
till  they  were  made  on  something  like  the  same  principle 
as  the  photographic  albums,  of  course  with  considerable 
difference.  I  shall  proceed  to  explain  as  well  as  I  con  the 
manner  in  which  I  think  they  ought  to  be  got  up. 

In  the  first  place,  the  leaves  would  have  to  be  made  of 
three  sheets  of  paper,  glued  into  one,  after  being  properly 
prepared.  The  first  would  form  the  back  of  the  page ;  the 
mifldle  one  should  have  spaces  cleanly  cut  out  of  it,  all  uni- 
form, and  the  exact  size  of  the  mounts  to  which  the  stamps 
would  have  to  bo  hinged ;  the  third  would  form  the  face 
of  the  page,  with  spaces  cut  to  correspond  with  the  middle 
one,  but  the  sixteenth  of  an  inch  less  at  the  top  and  bot- 
tom, to  overlap  the  mount  and  keep  it  in  its  place ;  or  the 
overlapping  might  be  at  the  comen,  if  it  were  found  to  be 
better. 

There  would  have  to  be  a  space  at  the  top  of  each  page, 
formed  in  a  similar  way,  in  which  to  insert  the  name  of 
<^ch  country.  It  would  have  to  be  long  enough  to  admit 
of  the  longest  name,  as  well  as  the  shortest. 

As  the  spaces  and  moimts  would  all  be  of  one  uniform 
size,  the  stamps  oouM  be  arranged  to  suit  each  collector's 
taste,  and  rearranged  at  pleasure,  if  he  wished  to  make 
any  change. 

If  the  stamps  were  mounted  on  common  paper,  instead 
of  card,  it  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  guards,  as  the 
stamps  would  lie  on  the  same  level  as  the  face  of  the  page. 

A  collector  wishing  to  examine  or  rcarranjp^e  a  speci- 
men, could,  by  inserting  the  point  of  a  penknife  under  the 
edge  of  the  mount,  raise  it  from  its  place  in  a  moment ;  a 
whole  page,  name  and  all,  could  oe  transferred  to  any 
other  part  of  the  book  in  a  few  seconds.  When  more 
space  was  required,  all  that  would  be  needed  would  be  a 
new  album,  uniform  with  the  other,  to  which  the  stamps 
of  one  division  of  the  world  could  be  removed  without 
the  slightest  damage  to  the  first  one,  which  would  still  be 
as  useful  as  ever. 

There  would  be  no  printing  required,  except  the  title- 
page  .  The  names  of  tne  countries  m  ight  be  had  separately. 
A  plain  border  round  each  space,  and  a  tasteful  one  round 
each  page,  would  improve  the  appearance  of  the  bnok. 

I  think  any  enterprising  publisher,  who  thought  there 
was  anything  in  it,  might  have  a  small  specimen  page 
prepared  with  spaces,  say,  for  half  a  dozen  stamps  and 
name.  Any  collector  could  procure  one  of  these  for  a 
trifle,  and  judge  of  the  method  before  anything  further 
was  done.  If  approved  of,  then  a  permanent  album  might 
be  brought  out,  and  the  long  vexed  question  set  at  rest. 

The  form,  size,  and  get-up  of  the  book,  if  the  method 
were  approved,  might  be  decided  by  the  majority  of  col- 
lectors tnemselves ;  for  my  own  part,  I  prefer  the  oblonff 
form.  The  binding  shoula  be  strong  ana  substantial,  and 
not  a  thing  to  fall  to  pieces,  or  run  out  of  shape,  in  a  few 
months. 

I  enclose  a  small  specimen  page  (hand-made  and  rough, 
of  course)  ;  it  will  show  you  at  a  glance  what  I  have 
tried  to  explain  in  this  letter. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

AUtofij  Cumberland,  WM.  VIPOND. 

[W«  eMtnoi  aur  we  »ppnnr«  of  our  frWid't  snggMttotiB.  for  wa  ft«r  tbnt 
the  ezpenM  would  be  enormotu,  »nd  exe«>«aive  emn  would  be  required  In 
mounting  Mid  handiltiff  steoipa  tbns  arrmnfced.  Tbat  the  elllpct  would 
be  g«tod  we  do  not  douM,  but  we  do  not  tbink  it  would  exceed  tlmt  pro- 
duced bjr  atanipa  weU  amsgvd  in  »  bUnk  allwm  well  supplied  with 
goftrda.— Ed.] 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  G.  K.,  St.  Petersburg.— We  have  be«i  obliged  to 
suppress  our  yearly  catalogue  of  emissions,  as  we  find 
it  takes  up  too  mucn  space. 

H.  C.  Morton,  Dublin.— We  rmet  we  cannot  find 
space  for  your  article  on  forgeries.  The  exposure  of  for- 
geries only  scotches  the  snake,  the  exposure  of  those  who 
sell  them  sills  it  outright. 

G.  C,  Sutton.— The  deep  shade  of  the  25  kr.  Austria 
has  already  been  noticed. — 'ITie  issue  of  the  30  c.  Hoo;- 
Kong  mauve  has  also  been  chronicled. — The  Portu^cuCTC 
120  reis  stamp,  of  which  you  give  a  sketch,  belongs  to  the 
current  series. 

Miss  0.,  Sedbury  Park.— We  presume  the  stamps  to 
which  you  refer  are  the  reissued  envelopes  of  sundry  Ger- 
man states.  An  adhesive  stamp  is  mounted  over  the 
original  embossed  design,  and  then  the  **minate  grey 
figures"  are  impressed  over  the  whole. 

W.  R.  B.,  Belfast.-  -We  do  ^ot  think  the  6  c.  United 
States  dark  rose  is  worthy  of  special  notice.  —The  s)tAm 
adopted  by  many  private  firms  of  punching  out  tbctr 
initials  across  the  postage  stamps  they  use  has  slready 
been  noticed  in  these  pages,  and,  we  may  add,  it  i«  now 
coming  into  very  general  favour. 

L.  0  ,  Bedford,  wishes  to  have  an  explanation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  money-order  cards  and  envelope*  are 
used.  I)o  the  impressed  stamps,  he  asks,  represent  the 
postage  and  the  fee  combined  ?  Is  the  card  or  cnrelopc 
sent  by  the  person  who  obtains  the  order,  and  is  tne 
amount  of  the  order  paid  against  presentation  of  the  card 
or  envelope,  as  the  case  may  be  ?  Lastly,  can  priT4tc 
communications  be  written  on  the  former  or  enclosed  in 
the  latter  ?  We  solicit  information  from  our  German  cor- 
respondents on  these  points. 

J.  H.  H.,  Hemel  Hempstead. — Many  thanks  for  com- 
munication of  the  "  penny  post "  marks,  which  wc  notice 
elsewhere. — We  cannot  give  you  any  information  re- 
specting the  London  Oazette  fourpenny  impressed  ttsnip; 
it  probably  represents  duty  and  postage. — What  y»>u  »x\f 
pose  to  be  one  of  Mr.  Lowe's  original  match  stamp*  is 
only  a  copy  of  the  desi^  cut  out  of  one  of  Messrs.  Bo'snl 
&  May's  recent  trade  circulars. 

Mr.  E.  Pleske,  St.  Petersburg,  writes:— "Hare  you 
ever  seen  a  4  c.  of  Spain,  issue  1865,  printed  in  Wih* 
(dark)  and  pink,  exactly  as  the  12  c  of  that  issue,  thj 
oval  being  pink  and  the  frame  blue  ?  The  stamp  is  nn- 
perforated  and  unused.  I  bought  it  of  your  publishers' 
a^ent  here,  from  one  of  their  sheets.  The  price  was  not 
high,  so  that  I  suppose  the  erreur  d*  imprestsiom  had  not 
been  observed."  This  is  a  well-known  proof,  and  not  • 
stamp. 

E.  M.  S. — This  correspondent  sends  us  a  spedmen  of 
the  four  annas  India,  1866,  printed  li^ht  blue  of  the  ssmc 
shade  as  the  ^  anna,  1858.  The  usual  colour  of  thii 
stamp  is  green,  and  we  have  ourselves  very  little  doubt 
that  it  has  been  chemically  changed,  for  green  is  a  very 
easy  colour  to  manipulate.  Our  correspondent  has  pot 
the  stamp  in  boiling  water,  without  any  fresh  change 
resulting;  but  this  proves  nothing,  as  the  blue  shsde 
would  be  gained  by  oischarging  one  of  the  ingredients  of 
the  green,  and  not  by  the  addition  of  any  fresh  com- 
ponent.— £.  M.  S.  has  an  English  embo^ed  pennr 
envelope  stamp  on  threaded  paper,  dated  1860;  snd 
inquires  how  the  employment  of  threaded  paper  at  that 
time  can  be  explainea.  The  post-office  discontinued 
using  it  in  1864  ;  and  the  only  explanation  we  csn 
suggest  is,  that  a  small  remnant  of  this  paper  was  found, 
and  worked  ofl"  in  1860. 
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THE  GORDIAN  KNOT  OF  STAMP 
COLLECTING. 

BY  OVEUT  TAYLOR. 

Th«  Gordian  knot  is  none  other  tlian  the 
collection  of  envelopes.  In  the  dark  ages  of 
philately,  collectors  cut  out  the  stamps,  and 
nothing  but  the  stamps  ;  subsequently,  it  be- 
came the  {)ractice  to  cut  out  the  corner  of 
the  envelope,  so  that  the  impressed  stamp 
might  be  shown  in  the  centre  of  a  square 
border;  and  in  the  full  light  of  these  latter 
days,  the  collection  of  the  entire  envelope  is 
inculcated  as  the  oidy  correct  and  reasonable 
plan.  How  far  it  has  ever  been  adopted  by 
the  general  collecting  public  is  a  question, 
and  that  it  is  not  viewed  with  universal 
satisfaction  is  proved  by  the  following  spirited 
letter,  which  appeared  in  the  May  number  of 
the  Stamp'G*)lUictor^8  Journal : — 

•» ENTIRE"  V.  "CUT"  ENVELOPES. 

Sir,  —The  subject  named  at  the  head  of  my  letter  may 
appear  perhaps  a  somewhat  antiquated  one,  but  as  a  coU 
lectOT  of  many  years*  standing,  I  may  without  offence,  I 
hope,  be  allowed  for  a  moment  to  revive  it.  When  first  I 
began  to  take  an  interest  in  stamps,  the  pages  of  Lallier 
Mid  Moens  were  unknown ;  magazines  were  vet  unborn, 
and  the  best  of  English  collections  numbered  something 
short  uf  500  varieties.  At  that  early  date,  therefore,  1  need 
hardly  say  that  the  "entire"  envelope  school  was,  if 
existent,  confined  to  a  few  choice  spiri.s.  Of  course  your 
humble  servant  had  a  firm  belief  in  scissors— a  belief 
which  held  it^  ground  till  some  five  years  ago.  Then 
came  a  reaction.  The  arguments  brought  forward  by  the 
**  entire  "  school  seemed  unanswerable.  To  cut  and  trim 
was  in  other  words  a  "gothic  "  practice  I  Still,  a  weak- 
ness remained  for  brightening  tne  jjages  of  one's  a  bums 
with  the  cameo-like  impressions  of  this  and  other  envelope- 
emitting  states.  I  had  no  choice,  therefore,  but  to  keep 
ttationery  samples  in  order  to  be  orthodcx,  and  to  insert 
mangled  specimens  for  the  sake  of  beauty.  The  worst, 
however,  of  the  matter  is.  that  while  many  a  one  is 
interested  in  examining  the  books  displaying  the  adhcsives 
and  envelopes  in  juxtaposition,  few  care  to  con  the  con- 
tents of  a  cabinet  filled  with  covers  of  every  conceivable 
length,  breadth,  and  substance.  In  spite,  tnerefore,  of  a 
by  no  means  shabby  collection  of  uncut  envelopes,  I  am 
»gain  falling  back  into  my  old  way  of  thinking,  and  the 
study  of  the  able  papers  of  late  contributed  bv  Dr.  Magnus 
to  tho  Timbre- Fo*te,  and  by  ♦♦  A  Parisian  Collector  "  to 
Tht  Philatelist^  combines  with  the  reaxon  above  g^ven  to 
lead  me  to  abandon  my  present  duplicate  method.  After 
tU,  what  does  the  **  entire  "  system  amount  to  ?  We 
M»  told  that  in  many  cases  it  is  only  by  having  whole 
copies  that  we  can  judge  between  originals  and  reprints. 
Granted.  But  then  tliis  can  at  beat  only  apply  so  feng  as 
we  are  purchasine  copies.  If  we  obtain  them  entire,  and 
we  duly  satisfied  that  we  have  gotten  the  real  Simon 
Pores,  why  should  we  be  obliged,  for  the  sake  of  retain- 
ing an  unwieldy  expanse  of  p.iper,  to  banish  them  to 
another  receptacle  far  from  their  foster- brethren,  the 
adhesives  }   And  then,  again,  if  the  reprints  are  so  exactly 
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reproductions  of  the  originals,  why,  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  are  they  less  valuable  ?  It  is  all  very  well 
that  record  of  every  peculiarity  should  be  registered  in  the 
magazines ;  but  for  ever>[  practical  purpose  surely  it  is 
enough  that  the  brand,  whicn  sets  apart  the  envelope  from 
common  purposes,  and  dedicates  it  to  postal  uses,  be 
preserved. 

Philately  is  a  science,  and  stationery  may  one  day, 
perchance,  become  a  science  also;  but  if  they  arc  not 
distinct  subjects,  then  chalk  and  cheese  are  not  unlike. 
Let  every  variety  be,  by  all  means,  collected  which  is  a 
variety  of  the  stamp  proper,  or  which  tends  to  alter  its 
appearance.  An  impression  on  laid,  whether  adhesive  or 
envelope,  is  quite  distinct  from  one  on  wove  paper.  The 
same  holds  good  also  of  those  struck  on  white  or  coloured : 
but  why,  when  I  have  an  envelope,  say  6in.  by  3|in.,  I 
ought  also  to  have  another,  which  differs  merely  in  size,  and 
is,  say,  7in.  by  4in.,  beats  me  "  entirely."  Is  it  not,  sir, 
sheer  humbug  to  burthen  one's  collection,  for  instance, 
with  all  the  varieties  of  Victoria }  Why  the  seals  are  as 
unmeaning  as  the  vagaries  of  a  simpleton.  Or  take  our 
own  newspaper  bands:  the  day  that  introduced  those 
most  useful  articles  did  so  in  a  score  of  sizes  and  shapes. 
Had  each  variation  then  its  special  philatelical  lesson  } 
Bo^h : 

I  would  not  for  the  world  appear  ungrateful  for  the 
learned  labours  of  such  men  as  Dr.  Magnus,  "A  Parisian 
Collector,"  or  Mr.  Pomberton.  Without  such  giants  tho 
atlas-burthen  of  the  intricacies  of  the  science  of  statu p4 
would  Ions?  ago  have  cruihed  its  unleanied  disciples  out 
of  life;  but  this  I  do  protest  against— that  names 
worthily  held  in  honour  should,  under  the  cloak  of 
philately,  be  prostituted  to  the  advancement  of  a  system 
which  is  notliing  less  than  an  incubus  that  collectors 
cannot,  unless  they  be  in  the  trunk-lining  bunness, 
endure. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully. 

Limerick,  April  3,  1872.  WALTKU  VASS. 

In  this  letter  there  is  mnch  that  I  cannot 
agree  with,  bnt  I  catinot  refuse  to  admit 
that  there  is  a  certain  sabstratnm  of  truth  in 
tho  arguments  it  contains.  I  am  by  no 
means  disposed  to  condemn  the  practice  of 
collecting  entire  envelopes ;  indeed,  I  was  at 
one  time  pretty  well  convinced  of  its  necessity. 
I  gave  in  my  own  adhesion  to  it,  my  in- 
voluntary scepticism  being  for  the  time  over- 
powered by  the  force  and  cogency  of  its  ad- 
vocates' reasoning;  and  logically,  it  may  be, 
they  still  have  the  best  of  the  argument. 
But  as  time  has  passed,  and  the  doctrines  of 
the  entire-envelope  school  have  been  gra- 
dually developed,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
disguise  from  myself  the  fact,  that  the 
absolute  veto  placed  by  our  most  valued 
writers  on  the  collection  of  cut  envelopes  is 
doing  more  harm  than  good.  At  the  risk, 
therefore,  of  being  charged  with  inconsist- 
ency and  retrograde  tendencies,  I  have  de- 
cided on  raising  my  humble  voice  to  urge  the 
re-admission  of  cut  envelopes  into  favour. 
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I  start  with  the  proposition,  that  it  is  nn- 
wise  to  advocate  a  system  of  collecting  which 
is  likely  to  have  for  effect  undnly  to  limit  the 
number  of  philatelists ;    and  I  consider  as 
philatelists  all  those  who  collect  stamps  other 
than  for  the  mere  purpose  of  making  a  show 
of  them.     He  who  collects  stamps  because  of 
their  historical  value,  and  as  the  visible  signs 
of  an  important  step  forward  in  the  march 
of  civilization,  is  as  much  a  philatelist  as  is 
he  who  studios  the  different  kinds  of  per- 
foration, paper,  &c.     Equally  worthy  of  the 
title  are  those  who  see  their  way  to  the  col- 
lection of  specimens,  marking  the  really  note- 
worthy phases  in  the  history  of  a  type,  but 
whose  natural  tendency  is  against  following 
out  philately  in  its  minor  ramifications.     I 
am  persuaded  that  collectors  of  this  second 
(;lass  form   the   majority   of  the   phrlatclic 
body.     They  read  the  leading  journals,  they 
take  an   intelligent   interest   in   all  that  is 
going  on,  and  reg.ird  should  be  had  to  their 
opinions    by    those  whose    studies    qualify 
them  for  the  post  of  instructors.     It  is  this 
numerous  cUss  which  I  believe  objects  to 
being  forced  into  collecting  uncut  envelopes, 
and  it  is  on  their  behalf  that  some  compromise 
should  be  come  to.     I  should  be  sorry  to  see 
stamp  collecting   become   the   pursuit  of  a 
select  few,  or  hedged  in    with   restrictions 
which  would  tend  to  render  it  a  penance  in- 
stead of  a  pleasure.     Philately  should  be  for 
collectors,  and  not  collectors  for  philately. 
True  it  is,  persons   who   desire  to  become 
collectors  have  not  to  join  any    particular 
society,  nor  sign  a  set  of  rules  binding  them 
to  the  acceptance  of  any  one  special  mode  of 
collecting,   but  all    who   are   in   earnest   in 
collecting  take  in  the  principal  periodicals, 
and  if  the  articles  which  appear  in  them  are 
not  intended  to  influence  the  readers,  then 
there  is  no  use  in  writing  them.     The  first 
desire  o.f  the  ordinary  philatelist  is  to  collect 
envelopes,  as  well  as  adhesives,  on  the  most 
approved  method ;  he  looks  to  the  acknow- 
ledged authorities  for  guidance ;  their  dicta 
have  weight  with   him,    and  be  finds  that 
they  nearly  all  insist  that  the  envelope  issues 
can  only  be  properly  represented  by  uncut 
specimens.      Furthermore,    he   finds  in  the 
English  and  foreign  magazines  that  not  only 
must  the  envelopes  be  collected  entire,  but 


also  that  every  variety  of  shape  ought  also  to 
be  taken.     If  he  attempts  to  follow  this  dic- 
tum,   he    finds    himself  confronted  by  in- 
superable difficulties.     Uncut  envelopes  are 
difficult  to  get,  especially  those  of  the  obsolete 
issues ;  they  are  costly,  and  last,  but  not  least, 
they  are  excessively  cumbersome.    No  pub- 
lished album  provides  space  for  entire  speci- 
mens, and  the  different  plans  for  mounting 
them,  in  special  books,  though  highly  in- 
genions,  require  a  (rreat  expenditure  of  time, 
if  not  of  money.     What  then  can  he  do?  If 
he  does  not  abjure  collecting  in  disgust,  be 
either  continues   under  the  thraldom  of  s 
teaching  against  whieh  he  inwardly  rebela, 
procuring  uncut  envelopes  when  and  how  he 
can,  and  hoping  that  some  day  a  simple  and 
feasible  plan  may  be  proposed  for  mounting 
them,  or  he  shuts  his  eyes  to  what  he  logically 
ought  to   do,   and   "goes  in**   for  cut  en- 
velopes.    Thence  arises  a  discord  between 
the  teaching  of  the  standard  authorities  and 
the  practice  of  the  ordinary  collector.    This 
discord  I  should  like  to  see  terminated,  and 
doctrine  made  to  square  with  practice. 

I  honour  the  labours  of  the  few  erudite 
philatelists  who,  with  special   opportunities 
for  the  complete  study  of  envelope.s,  take  a 
pleasure  in  tho  collection  and  chronicling  of 
entire   specimens.     Wo   less   scientific  phi- 
latelists profit  by  their  labours ;  but  I  think 
the  pleasure  they  have  derived  from  the  dis- 
covery of  secondary   and    unimportant  va- 
rieties, has  led  them  to  attach  far  too  much 
importance   to   uncut   specimens,   and  that 
they    have    strained    authority    too   for  in 
branding   the    collection   of  cut   copies   as 
absurd  and  reprehensible.     The  interminable 
varieties,  consisting  in  size,  shape,  design  of 
flap-stamp,  and  extent  of  gummed  surface, 
can  never  be  collected  by  any  but  a  limited 
number  of  connoisseurs,  and  can  never  be 
made  to  interest  ordinary  cojlectors ;  nor  will 
all  the  reasoning  in  the  world  suffice  to  over- 
come the  repugnance  of  these  latter  to  the 
collection  of  what  the  writer  of  the  abore 
letter  calls  *'  statiohery ."    In  entire  envelopes 
there  is  a  broad  expanse  of  blank  paper,  and 
the  really  interesting  portion  forms  but  otte 
corner  of  the  whole.     It  may,  indeed,  be  said 
that  the  flap  is  also  interesting,  but  it  can 
be  so  only  to  very  few  persons,  for  mo»t 
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collectors  will  concentrate  all  their  attention 
on  the  design,  and  they  will  not  be  convinced 
against  their  will  that  they  onght  to  study 
every  portion  of  the  enyelopo.     It  is  of  no 
use  insisting  on   the  acceptance  of  nncat 
envelopes  alone  as  the  only  proper  thing  to 
do,  whilst  the  sense  of  collectors  is  against 
their  acceptance;  and  in  asserting  that  the 
great  body  of  collectors  prefer  cut  specimens, 
I  challenge  contradiction.     The  teaching  of 
oar  leaders  is  decidedly  in  advance  of  the 
age,  and,  with  all  respect  to  them,  I  venture 
to  urge  that  the  collection  of  cnt  envelopes 
should  be  recognised   by  them  to  be  per* 
missihle  and  sensible.     Let  them  look  facts  in 
the  face,  and,  taking  a  practical  view  of  the 
difficulties  which  surround  the  collection  of 
QQCut  specimens,  conpled  with  the  animus 
against  them,  withdraw  their  veto ;  otherwise 
they  may  be  assured  that,  by  pushing  their 
arguments  to   what  I  admit  may  be  their 
htglcai  consequences,  the   collection   of  en- 
velopes, the  out  with  the  uncut,  will  die  out. 
Extreme  opinions  in  this  and  other  matters 
are  gaining  too  mnoh  ground,  and  though  no 
one  would  question  the  right  of  their  owners 
to  entertain  and  act  on  them,  some  protest 
is  needed  against  the  aggressive  and  uncom" 
promising  way  in  which  they  are  preached. 
Limitations  in  the  mode  of  collecting  may 
lead  to  limitations  in  the  number  of  collectors, 
but  it  would  be  better  that  philately  should 
not  be  considered  to  be  a  science,  than  that 
there  should  bo  no    philatelists.     Everyone 
who  collects  likes  to  feel  that  he  has  a  collec- 
tion, and  by  insisting  that  only  by  accepting 
uncut  envelopes  are  the  canons  of  the  science 
conformed    to,  you    greatly    diminish    the 
pleasure  he  takes  in  his  cut  copies. 

I  have  no  desire  to  play  the  alarmist,  but 
I  cannot  repress  the  fear  that  the  gradual 
extinction  of  stamp  collecting  may  result 
from  the  attempt  to  inculcate  too  absolutely 
the  collection  of  uncut  envelopes  and 
secondary  varieties  of  adhesives.  Let  us, 
then,  (ranklf  admit  that  the  admission  of 
such  envelopes  and  such  varieties  does  and 
should  fbrm  the  exeeptiom^ und  not  the  rule;  the 
pleasure  of  the  few,  and  not  the  duty  of  the 
*niany;  then,  I  believe,  the  future  prospects 
of  philately  will  be  clearer  and  brighter. 


PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XX. 

BY  OVERT  TAYLOB. 
EUROPE, 

THE  DANOBIAN  PRINCIPALTTIES; 

{Continued  from  page  71>) 
The  interest  felt  in  the  two  Moldavian  series 
arises  principally  from  the  circumstances 
surrounding  their  origin,  and  the  doubtful 
points  connected  with  their  own  history ; 
whilst  the  interest  felt  in  the  emissions  of 
the  United  Principalities  appears  to.  me  to 
spring,  in  no  small  degree,  from  the  fact 
that  they  prominently  illustrate  the  course 
of  events  in  those  countries,  and  fdrm  an 
excellent  example  of  the  value  of  stamps  as 
teachers.  Before  recapitulating  the  various 
issues,  which  in  themselves  offer  compara- 
tively little  difficulty,  it  will  lie  as  well  to 
refer  as  briefly  as  possible  to  recent  Rou- 
manian history. 

At  the  close  of  the  Russian  war,  the 
provinces  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  were 
governed  by  their  respective  hoepodars.  -  A 
commission  was  then  sent  out  with  the 
ostensible  object  of  ascertaining  the  in- 
clinations of  the  two  peoples ;  and,  as  a 
consequence  of  its  report,  the  great  powers' 
settled — by  the  supplementary  Convention  of 
Paris,  signed  in  1858 — that  the  two  provinces 
should  remain  disunited  as  before.  The 
ardent  desire  of  the  inhabitants  was,  however, 
for  union ;  and  their  wishes  were  remarkably 
advanced  by  the  death  of  both  the  reigning 
hospodars  a  few  months  afterwards.  No 
new  candidate  could  openly  '*  stand  "  for  the 
two  provinces,  but  if  each  province  chose 
spontaneously  and  separately  to  elect  as  their 
ruler  one  and  the  same  man,  the  provisions 
of  the  Paris  treaty  might  be  evaded.  This 
was  just  what  they  did  in  respect  of  Prince 
Couza ;  and  on  the  2ith  of  January,  1859, 
the  two  countries  were  united  under  his  rule, 
and  styled  The  United  Principalities.  In 
1861  the  great  powers  recognised  the  union, 
and  appointed  that  the  provinces  should 
thereatter  be  styled  Boumania^  the  name  they 
have  since  borne.  Until  the  recognition 
of  the  union,  however,  each  province  con- 
tinned  to  be  separately  administered,  and 
I  there    were,     consequently,     two    sets    of 
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ministers  and  authorities.  In  1862,  however, 
the  two  administrations  were  fused  in  one, 
and  the  government  offices  were  transferred 
from  Jassj  to  Bucharest.  In  186G  a  revo- 
lution took  place;  Prince  Couza  was  de- 
throned and  fled  the  country,  which  then 
began  to  look  out  for  a  new  ruler.  Prince 
Charles  of  Hohenzollern,  an  "unattached*' 
subaltern  of  his  house,  was  deemed  to  be  the 
man  for  the  place;  but  for  certain  state 
reasons  it  became  necessary  to  keep  his 
nomination  a  secret.  He  left  Prussia  quietly, 
travelled  through  Hungary  disguised  as  a 
wine  merchant's  traveller,  and,  armed  with 
a  box  of  samples,  crossed  the  border,  and 
was  then  welcomed  by  his  adherents  and 
publicly  proclaimed.  He  still  occupies  the 
throne,  but  he  has  to  do  with  a  set  of 
politicians  difficult  to  manage,  and  has  more 
than  once  been  (»u  the  point  of  throwing  up 
t  he  reins  of  government.  Only  very  recently 
there  was  a  question  of  his  resigning,  but 
the  difficulty  appears  to  have  been  tided  over, 
at  any  rate  for  the  present. 

Coming  now  to  the  postal  emissions,  we 
find  that  the  tirst  series  for  the  United 
Principalities  was  issued  on  New  Year's 
Day,    18G2.*     The   design    is   a    grotesque 

one,  but  not  without  mean- 
ing. It  represents  the  arms 
of  the  united  countries — 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia, — 
and  is  the  only  one  (if  we 
except  an  apocryphal  essay) 
on  which  the  Wallachiau  ea- 
gle appears.  The  execution 
is  no  better  than  that  of  the  preceding  type. 
This  series  remained  in  use  for  four  years. 
No  variat  ons  took  place  in  the  rough  design, 
but  there  are  not  a  few  colour  varieties,  and 
advanced  collectors  distinguish  two  emissions 
— one  on  thin  pelure,  and  the  other  on  thin 
laid  paper.  M.  Moens  gives  the  date  of 
issue  of  the  latter,  which  is  the  rarer  of  the 
two,  as  I8G4 ;  but  there  is  some  doubt  as  to 
this  being  the  correct  one.  It  is  a  question 
which  can  only  be  decided  by  a  careful  com- 
parison of  the  obliterations  on  the  two  sets. 
The  colours,  as  given  by  M.  Moens,  are  as 
fv)lIows  : — 

•  M .  Uondot  ^vc8  tlie  date  as  being  tue  25th  June,  1862 ; 
but  M.  M«H'ns'  carrt'spondent  is  more  likely  to  be  right. 
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3 

6 

G 

30 

30 


II 


i> 
II 
i> 
i> 
II 
II 
» 


II 
II 


II 


II 
II 


II 
II 

II 
II 


II 
II 


II 


II 


II 
II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 
II 


II 


II 


II 


II 
II 


II 


II 


II 
II 


II 


II 
II 
II 
•I 


II 


II 


On  pclure  paper, — 3  paras,    citron. 

yellow, 
orange, 
carmine, 
pale  yermilioiL 
bright  ditto, 
light  blue. 
Proissian  Uae. 
dull  dark  Uae. 
yellow, 
orange, 
carmine, 
dark  red. 
Prussian  blue, 
dull  dark  blue. 

As  the  same  colours  are  found  in  bo4h 
series,  they  may  have  been  issued  con- 
currently. At  any  rate,  this  is  a  point  of 
which  a  beginner  may  defer  the  considerar 
tion ;  as  if  he  gets  one  or  two  shades  of  each 
value,  be  will  have  a  sufficient  number  for 
his  purpose.  All  the  values  may  be  obtained 
with  ease.  The  series  was  in  use  for  a  long 
time  after  philately  became  an  established 
pursuit,  and  the  principal  dealers  got  over 
large  supplies.  Besides  this,  when  the 
succeeding  series  {head  of  Couza)  was 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  these  186i 
stamps  were  again  used  for  a  short  time;  and 
I  believe  that  during,  or  after  their  second 
currency,  the  different  values  were  supplied 
in  the  sheet  by  the  Roumanian  post-office, 
obliterated  with  the  diamond  cancelling 
mark,  first  used  on  the  Couza  stamps. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  values  are 
lower  than  those  of  the  preceding  series. 
A  fresh  revision  of  the  tariff  took  place  prior 
to  the  emission  of  this  first  Roumanian  set. 
The  service,  which  had  previously  been  irre- 
gularly conducted,  was  reorganised  in  18S- 
by  a  certain  Mr.  Manovarda  and  others,  and 
their  efforts  to  secure  a  well- worked  postal 
system  appear  to  have  gained  a  certain 
success.  Of  the  three  values,  the  lowest 
(i{  par.)  was  for  journals,  the  G  paras  for 
letters  "  fur  the  town,"t  and  the  30  paras 
for  letters  from  town  to  town. 

t  **For  the  town  "  is  the  i^xpression  uaed  by  M.  MoeM 
correspoudfnt,  but  I  cannot  make  out  whether  he  intenw 
to  allude  spocially  to  Bucharest,  or  whether  he  piwn* 
that  6  paras  was  the  rate  for  letter's  pasted  and  delivered 
in  any  one  town. 
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A  farther  adrance  in  postal  reform  led  to 
the  BQppression  of  the  series  of  1863.  From 
3,  6,  and  SO  paras,  the  rates  were  reduced 
to  2,  5,  and  20  paraa.  Dr.  Magnus  soggests 
that  the  desire  to  evidence  the  union  by 
emplojing  atamps  bearing  no  reminder  of 
the  former  separation  had  also  something  to 
do  with  the  adoption  of  tlie  type  iasaed  in 
1865,  and  distinguished  by  its  bearing  the 
effigy  of  Prince  Conza.  May  it  not  be  that 
the  prince  was  deairons  of  seeing  his  portrait 
on  the  stamps,  and  may  tint  also  the  aotbor- 
itiea  have  been  somewhat  ashamed  of  the 
1862  design  ?  The  latter  seems  to  be  the 
most  probable  canae  of  any. 

The  Conxa  series  is  by  no  means  a  ehef- 
d'(puvre  of  lithography,  but  it  is  a  vast  im- 
provement on  its  predecea- 
■ors.  It  was  borae-raade, 
and  I  might  almost  say 
(looking  at  the  condition  of 
art  in  the  conntry),n3  a  natu- 
ral coDseqnence,  the  design 
and  legend  are  not  absolute- 
ly identical  for  the  three  values.  Tlie  details 
of  the  drawing,  especially  of  the  neck,  are 
dissimilar,  and  the  letters  are  not  alike  in 
■iie  on  all  the  values.  Of  the  20  pnma  two 
very  distinct  and  generally  admitted  types 
exist,  wbicb  I  believe  I  may  claim  the 
honour  of  having  been  the  first  to  observe,* 
and  I  cannot  do  better  than  qnote  verbatim 
Dr.  Magaoa'  analysis  of  them  : — 

"  Type  1. — Forehead  receding ;  a  few  moro 
corls  of  hair  above. 

"  Nose  elongated,  triangular. 

"  Lower  lip  covered  by  the  moustache, 

"Beard  not  so  thick,  and  encroaching  less 
upon  the  chin. 

"  Neck  longer,  and  bordered  near  the 
front  with  a  range  of  small  oblique  lines. 

"Section  of  the  neck  swelling  out  in  front 
but  very  little. 

"  The  0  of  the  20  in  each  angle  ia  thicker 
knd  more  irregular,  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
it  ia  much  smaller  than  the  2,  except  in  the 
upper  right  angle. 

"Ttpe  2.— The  forehead  is  arched,  and 
has  fewer  locks  of  hair. 

"Nose  rounded,  and  more  of  a  png. 


"  Lower  lip  plainly  detached  from  the  up- 
per. 

"  Beard  thicker  and  larger. 

"Neck  shorter,  and  swelling  out  but 
slightly  at  the  base,  with  few  or  none  of  the 
oblique  lines. 

"  .Section  of  the  neck  showing  a  promi- 
nent and  swollen  point. 

"  The  0  of  20  is  narrower  and  bigher  than 
tbe  2,  save  at  the  lower  ktt  angle. 

"  Lastly,  if  tho  two  types  are  compared 
together,  it  will  be  found  that  the  lirst  type  is 
a  trifle  larger  each  way  than  the  second  type." 

Tbe  dissimilarities  in  the  stamps  of  the 
other  two  values  examined  by  Dr.  Magncs 
are  less  striking,  and  considered  by  him  as 
insufficient  to  constitute  a  second  type;  but 
with  r^avd  to  the  i  paras  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  there  is  a  quite  distinct  variety, 
though  I  am  perhaps  alone  in  my  belief  on 
the  subject.  The  engraving  introduced 
above  is  the  one  which  wbs  given  in  'I'lie 
Sliimp-CvUednr'g  Afii jazitie,  when  the  series 
first  made  its  appearance,  and  it  will  bo 
noticed  that  the  corner  figures  in  tho  lower 
angles  are  nnn'Ower  and  tidier  than  those  of 
the  common  type.  Now,  I  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  examining,  if  not  the  identical  stamp 
from  which  tho  engraver  copied, at  any  rate, 
others  of  the  same  butch,  and  I  weli  remem- 
ber that  these  corner  figures  in  the  stamp 
were  similar  in  shape  to  those  of  the  en- 
graving,— a  little  thinner  if  anything;  and 
this  easily  recognisable  pccnliarity  was  ac- 
companied by  other  and  lesser  diffcrenccp, 
sutScient,  in  ray  opinion,  to  render  tho  typo 
worthy  of  being  chronicled  as  a  separate 
one.  It  has  been  suggested  to  mo  that  this 
second  type  exists  only  as  a  proof,  and  such 
may  be  tho  case,  though  my  own  recollection 
is  against  tbe  correctness  of  this  supposition. 
All  three  atamps  of  this  series  are  found 
in  a  number  of  shades  :  the  2  paras  in  yellow 
ocbre,  light  chrome-yellow,  and  orange  ;  the 
5  paras  in  sky-blue  and  dark  blue;  tim  20 
paras  in  pale  red,  red,  vermilion,  and  car- 
mine-red. The  lighter  colours  are,  generally 
speaking,  the  earliest- issued,  though  I  find 
that  the  orange  2  paras  appeared  contempo- 
raneously with  the  other  slisdes.  This  latter 
value  also  exists  on  laid  paper. 

This  series  hud  only  a  short  circulation,  but 
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its  Btamps  havo  never  been  in  tlie  least 
degree  rare.  In  18C6  a  revolntion  took 
place,  which  resolted  in  the  exit  of  Prince 
Conza  and  the  eotrance  of  Prince  Charles, 
in  the  manner  already  related.  Pi-ince 
Coaza,  who  during  his  administration  had, 
it  is  stated,  sncceeded  in  "  feathering  his 
iiest,"  when  his  presence  was  no  longer  re- 
quired in  Ronmania,  philosophically  took  up 
his  ahode  in  Paris,  where  he  probably  sliil 
resides.  There  was  to  have  been,  in  any 
case,  a  fresh  series  of  stamps,  and  a  nnmber 
of  designs  were  prepared  for  the  inspection 
of  the  Ronmanian  administration,  some  of 
of  which  nfterwarda  figiired  ae  apecimens 
of  engraving  in  the  Pnria  exhibition.  I 
refrain,  however,  from  noticing  them,  for 
as  a  whole  they  are  not  altogether  snr. 
rounded  by  an  "  odour  of  sanctity  ;  "  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  a  certain  snspicioua  air 
of  speculation  connected  with  them  all,  and 
hence  they  are  ansAvonry  things  for  a  be- 
ginner to  meddle  with. 

On   the  Ist  August,   18C0,  appeared  (he 

I  first  emisttion  bearing  the 
portrait  of  Prince  Charles  of 
Hohenzollern,  The  design 
is  too  well  known  to  need 
much  comment;  safEco  it, 
then,  to  say  that  it  wa<i 
printed  in  black  on  oolonred 
paper.  It  was  first  issued 
on  thick,  strongly- tin  ted  paper,  the  colours 
being  as  follows : — 

2  parale      deep  yellow. 
5       „  blue. 

20       „  rose,  deep  rose. 

A  second  edition  was  afterwards  issned 
on  thinner  and  paler  tinted  paper,  viz. :  — 
2  paralo      light  yellow. 
5       „  blue. 

20  .,  pale  rose. 
Both  editions  ahonid  certainly  be  collected, 
as  it  is  evident  that  the  change  in  paper,  if 
not  in  colour,  running  through  the  whole 
series,  waa  intentional.  The  framework  of 
each  value  was  separately  drawn,  thongb 
the  differences  in  the  2  and  S  paras  are 
hardly  importunt  enough  tu  call  for  special 
notice.  Those  which  distinguish  the  20 
paras  are  sufficient  to  permit  of  the  chroni- 
cling of  two  types.     The  most  prominent 


peculiaritiea  of  the  second  type  are  (1),  that 
the  border  on  the  upper  part  of  the  right 
side  runs  in  the  same  way  as  that  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  left ;  (2)  that  the  brick 
groundwork  is  more  open. 

In  1868  the  decimal  currency  was  adopted, 
the  ki  representing  tlie  franc,  and  the  bant 
the  centimea.  This  led  to  the  issue  of  a  new 
series,  differinir  slightly  in  type  from  ita 
predecessor.  The  same  portrait  filled  the 
circle,  but  a  kind  of  cross  saperseded  tho 
comer  figures,  and  the  border  pattern  is  of 
a  raopo  complicated  character  ;  the  ground 
also  ifl  fonncd  of  horizontal  lines  only.  The 
values  and  colours  are  as  follows : — 

2  bani  orange,  yellow. 

4     „  pale  blue  and  indigo. 

18     „  rose,  brick  red,  St  deep  scarlet. 

These  variations  of  shade  were  the  natural 
accompaniments  of  rough  printing.  la  1870 
a  fourth  value  appeared— the  3  bani  manve 
and  bright  mauve — and  all  foar  were  ia  a» 
concnrrently  with  the  emiasion  of  1809,  and 
are  now  with  that  of  1871. 
These  latter  arc  alike  in 
general  appearance,  but  differ 
i  n  on  e  hnportan  tparticular — 
the  portrait.  The  1869  ] 
stamps  bear  tho  same  wbis-  \ 
kered  profile  as  the  earlier 
issues,  but  th.el  871  set  shows 
the  Prince  with  a  full  beard. 
The  design  of  the  1869  series  ia  annexed ;  its 
colours  and  values  are  as  follows: — 


10 


>  bani 


yellow,  deep  orange. 

blue,  deep  blue,  bright  blue. 


red. 


25     „  orange,  with  oval  bine. 

50     „  blue,  „       „     red. 

The  1871  set  reads:  — 

5  bani         vermilion. 
5     „  carmine. 

10     „  deep  bine. 

10     „  orange,  yellow. 

25     „  deep  brown. 

Very  recently  the  1871  type  has  beea 
issued  perforated,  four  valnea  baring  ap- 
peared, viz., 

5  bani,         yellow. 
10     „  blue. 

15     „  vermilion. 

25     „  brown. 
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The  rarintion  in  the  colonra  between  the 
5  and  10  bani  is  worthy  of  notice.  In  tbs 
1B69  set,  aud  nliio  in  the  new  perforated 
Hlaraps  of  the  1871  type,  the  5  bani  is  foand 
in  yellow  and  orange,  the  10  in  blue,  whilnt 
in  the  unperforated  1871  JBsne  the  5  bani 
takes  tha  eolonr  of  the  15  bani,  which  latter 
is  not  represented  at  all,  and  the  10  bani 
cornea  oat  in  the  original  hues  of  the  5  bani, 
u  well  as  in  bine. 

The  newspaper  bands 
are  all  that  now  remain 
for  notico.      There   have 
been   two,  of  which   the 
first,  tssned    towards  the 
close  of  1870,  bad  but  a 
short    circulntion.       The 
design,  of  which  a  toler- 
ably  faitbfnl    represenla- 
tiou  is  here  given,  was  lithographed  in  black, 
OQ  green,  blaish  green,  and  }'ellowiHh  green 
paper.     The  portrait  is  decidedly  tbe  most 
Untteiing  of  all  that  have  appeared,  there 
being  an    air   of  intelligence   and    decision 
about  it,  which  is  lacking  in  the  stibsequent 
profiles.         In     February, 
1 871,    the    cnrrent     type 
was  issued,  with  which  my 
renders      are,      donbtlesK, 
familiar.     It  is  printed  in 
bine,    on     yellow     paper,    B  ! 

With  reference  to  the  " 
change  in  portrait,  it  may 
be  observed  thnt,  with  tho 
exception  of  the  Portu^'uese,  the  Ronmaniao 
stamps  are  the  only  ones  on  which  altemtione 
in  appearance,  caused  by  age,  are  songht  to 
be  depicted. 


THE  PRUSSIAN  SIEGE  OF  PARIS. 
We  bare  received,  dnring  the  last  month, 
communications  from  several  correspondents 
confirming  "Warden's"  statement,  in  our 
Uay  number,  to  the  effect  that  the  imperial 
Hiamps  wore  ased  during  the  Prussian  siege, 
and  that  down  to  as  late  a  period  as  January, 
1871.  When  we  wrote  we  had  not  seen  or 
heard  of  the  arrival  of  any  such  stamps, 
and  we  had  in  mind  Dr.  Magnus's  letter  to 
Le  Tinihre-Potte,  in  which  be  described  the 
perforated  Repnblic  type,  of  which  the  10  and 


20  c,  were  issued  on  the  13th  October,  1870, 
as  having  been  emitted  at  thnt  early  period 
of  the  siege  in  compliance  with  the  wishes 
of  certain  ardent  republican  paperH,  and 
but  very  few  balloons  had  left  prior  to  that 


NBWLT-ISSUED  OR  ISEDITED 
STAMPS. 
SlKBRA  Leone. — The  new  series,  first  re- 
ferred to  in  our  February  number,  has 
jn4t  made  its  appearance;  and  but  for  the 
circiimstiinco  of  our  engraver  having  dis- 
appointed ns,  we  should  now  have  the  plea- 
sure of  giving  onr  readers  a  lopresentation 
of  the  highest  denomination.  The  design  is 
the  same  for  all  fuur  of  the   new  values, 

One  penny  carmine-red 

Threepence  nankin-yellow 

Fonrpcnco  blue 

One  shilling  light  green 

The  old  sixpence  is  maintained  in  design, 
but  is  now  issued  iu  deep  lilac.  The  live 
stamps  bear  the  crown  and  cc,  watermark, 
but  in  the  specimens  before  us  it  is  placed 
transversely,  and  is  by  no  means  easy  to 
distinguish.  The  portrait  is  the  same  as 
that  on  the  St.  Christopher,  Straits  Settle- 
ments, and  other  recent  issues.  On  our 
examining  tho  stamps  of  these  colonies,  we 
were  struck  with  a  sliglit  but  hitherto 
nnnoticed  peculiarity  in  the  diadem.  Be- 
tween the  points  of  tho  diadem  the  heraldic 
flowers  arc  represented  ;  there  are,  at  any 
rate,  two  thistles  and  a  shamrock  to  be  seen. 
The  crown  on  the  0  annas  B  pies  Indian  is  of 
another  piittem.  The  design  of  the  new 
Sierra  Leone  stamps  is  exceedingly  simple, 
we  might  almost  say  bald,  but  the  execution 
and  tlio  colours  are,  as  nsual,  of  the  highest 
degree  of  eiccllence. 

Great  Bhitais. — With  reference  to  the 
hand  stamped  impressions  described  last 
month,  a:id  consisting  of  the  names  of 
towns  followed  by  the  words  penny  post,  a 
correspondent  (H.  C.  R.)  writes  us  thathe 
possesses  several,  and  one  of  them  is  strnck 
on  an  envelope  bearing  the  penny  adhesive, 
and  the  date  stamp.  May  18,  1842.  It  wonl.l 
thus  seem  that  the  above  inscription  was  a 
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mere  sapplcmentary  postmark;  but  our 
Brighton  con  temporary,  who  also  notices 
ibem,  describes  one,  composed  of  the  words 
PBNRiTH  PENNY  POST,  as  being  handstamped 
on  a  letter  received  in  1834  by  a  clergyman 
at  Bourne,  in  Lincolnshire,  from  Penrith  in 
Cumberland ;  and,  adds  our  confrere,  "  it 
was  the  sole  mark  on  the  letter,  except  that 
of  the  post  town."  This  intelligence  com- 
plicates the  matter,  which  is  becoming 
enigmatical,  and  we  would  fain  solicit  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Pearson  Hill  to  obtain  the 
solution. 

Mexico.— We  have  to  thank  Mr.  W.  P. 

Brown,  of  New  York,  for  his  courtesy  in 

sending  us  three  specimens 
of  an  entirely  new  series  for 
this  country,  which  we  be« 
lieve  we  are  the  first  to  de- 
scribe. Our  illustration  of 
the  design  is  a  flattering  one, 
and  obviates  the  necessity  of 
a  detailed  description.     The 

execution  of  the  originals  is  execrable,  and 

the  colours  are  no  better.     The  three  values 

are  as  follows : — 


12  centavos 

25 

60 


>♦ 


>» 


blue, 
pale  red. 
dull  yellow. 


The  12  centavos  is  un perforated ;  the 
other  two  values  are  perforated,  but  in  a 
rough  way,  and  apparently  only  with  a 
roulette.  The  most  striking  thing  about 
them  is  their  backs,  which  are  covered  with 
a  ground  of  undulating  light  blue  lines, 
forming,  in  the  entire  sheet,  a  kind  of  '*  shot '' 
pattern.  The  upturned  profile  we  presume 
to  be  that  of  the  triumphant  president, 
Juarez.  The  stamps  from  which  we  describe 
bear  the  imprint  Mexico  in  German  text  on 
the  left,  and  "1—72"  on  the  right;  and 
from  these  figures  we  assume  the  issue  began 
with  the  year.  Probably  a  6  c.  and  a  100  c. 
will  shortly  be  forthcoming. 

Fkance. — On  the  10th  ult.  the  first  specimen 
of  the  advanced  guard  of  the  new  series  came 
into  our  possession  in  the  shape  of  a  two- 
centime  red-brown.  Like  the  Bordeaux 
stump  of  that  value,  it  is  a  simple  copy  of  the 
imperial  2  c,  from  which  latter  it  difiers  only 
in  the  substitution  of  the  1848  engraved 
profile   of  the  Republic  for   the   emperor's 


efligy,  and  in  the  change  of  inscription  from 
EMPIRE  FRANCA  is  to  RE  PUB.  FRANC.     The  per- 
foration is  the  same  as  before.     We  do  not 
engrave  this  type,  as  a  wood-cut  could  not 
make  manifest  the  finish  and  the  secondary 
details   which    distinguish    the    Dew-comer 
from  its  lithographed  predecessors ;  but  we 
may  say  that  its  general  efiect  is  very  good, 
and  the  old  profile  appears  to  have  been 
slightly   touched  np  here    and    there.     In 
view  of  recent  announcements  of  a   forth- 
coming senes,  the  issue  of  this  composite 
design  may  call  forth  some  surprise,  bat  it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  object  which 
is  said  to  be  sought  afrer  in  the  design  of  the 
projected  stamps  is  the  clear  enunciation  of 
the  value.     The  existing  stamps  intended  for 
letter  postage  are  lacking  in  that  essential 
particular,  but  the  design  of  the  imperial  1,  2, 
and  4  c.  fulflls  the  condition  of  legibility,  find 
— the  distinction  between  letter  and  joomal 
stamps     being    maintained, — ^it     has     con- 
sequently been  reissued  with  the  necessary 
alterations  to  suit  the  change  of  government. 
Wo  look  none  the  less  certainly  for  a  change 
in  type  in  the  forthcoming  stamps  of  higher 
values,  whilst  we  may  safely  predict  that  the 
18i8  profile  of  the  republic  will  be  utilised 
to  form  the  centre  piece  in  all. 

The  Belgian  journal  discusses  the  claims 
to  credit  of  a  20  c.  adhesive  of  the  Bordeaux 
type  surcharged  with  the  figures  ^^,  presum- 
ably on  account  of  a  lack  of  25  c.  stamps  in 
the  issuing  office.  We  do  no't  doubt  that  it 
is  a  humbug,  although  certain  French  fiscal 
stamps  are  found  bearing  similar  sur- 
charges; thus,  the  old  lilac  20  c.  "Timbre 
de  dimension  "  has  now  the  imprint  **  5  c  kn 
sus,"  in  black,  running  along  the  top,  bat 
then  the  addition  is  common  to  all  tbe 
stamps  now  used. 

Portugal. — There  is  some  talk,  says  Le 
Timbre-Postey  of  issuing  a  new  series  of 
Portuguese  stamps.  It  has  been  discovered 
that  some  of  the  post-office  clerks  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  taking  off  the  nnused  stamps 
employed  to  prepay  letters  passing  through 
their  hands,  and  substituting  obliterated 
stamps  in  their  place — the  profit  on  the 
transaction  going,  of  course,  into  the  thieves' 
*  pockets.  If  this  be  the  real  reason  for 
changing  the  type,  it  seems  to  us  to  be  a 
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Twy  droll  ODe,  for  the  dishoneat  clerks  are 
rare  to  be  carefal  to  cash  the  Btolen  stamps 
berore  these  latter  are  soperseded. 

Chili. — We  are  indebted  to  the  pablishors 
of  The  PhUfMUt  for  the  loan  of  the  annexed 
mt,  which  is  stated 
in  oDr  contempo- 
rary's Inst  nnmberto 
be  an    approximate 

I  representation       of 
one  of  the  intended 
new  envelopes.    The 
design   is  the  same 
as   that  of  the  ad- 
hesives,  except  that 
the    word   colon    is 
omitted.     The  stamp  is  embossed  on  white 
paper  in   the  colonr  of  the  corresponding 
adhesive,  and   it  is  nnderatood   to   be   the 
prodaction    of  a  Chilian   artist.      We   had 
Doped  for  better  things. 

ToLiUA. — To  onr  Brighton  contemporary 

bebnga  the  credifcof  introducing  to  philatelic 

circles  two   higher   donominationa   fur   thia 

Cotombiaa  state.     They  are  the  50  centavoa 

and   1    peso,  both  bearing,  as  will  be  seen 

from    annexed 

engravings,  the  ig 

same  arms   as    a 

the  5  and  10  c,  ^ 

already  noticed  jfl 

in  thia  journal,  g 

but  each  char-  K 

acterised  by  a  l| 

different  dispo-  ■ 

sition     of    the 

same  inscriptions.     On  the  50  c.  tho  inscrip* 

tions  above  the  arms  are  ao  oddly  arranged, 

that  at  first  they  appear  to  read  as  correos 

£11.  XSTADO  ss  COLOUBIA.    The  Colour  of  this 

stamp  ia  a  very   dark    green,    that   of  the 

peso  is  an  ineffective  rosy-tinted  red. 

FoBTCGCZBE  Ihoies. — M.  Moena  ia  firm  in 
his  belief  of  the  genninenesa  of  the  design  of 
which  we  gave  an  illnatrntion  laat  month, 
and  has  received  information  from  Lisbon 
to  the  effect  that  it  is  perfectly  aathentio. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  made  by  an  iron- 
monger's workman  at  Ooa,  and  to  have  been 
in  circulation  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
It  is  one  of  a  aeries  composed  of  the  following 
Tolues  and  colonrs  : — 


10  reia 

Uick 

20    „ 

rermiJion.red 

40    „ 

blue 

100    „ 

green 

200    „ 

j.Uow 

300    „ 

bright  violet 

600    „ 

90O    „     - 

..          •• 

There  are  many  varieties  of  shade,  and  at 
least  one  distinct  type  for  each  valne.  All  the 
stamps  seen  by  M.  Moens  are  perforat«d  16, 
except  two  20  reis— one  perf  ISj  ;  tho  other, 
12;.  These  details  come  with  telling  force, 
and  the  fuct  that  they  are  derived  from  Lisbon 
gives  them  additional  weight ;  and  yet  we 
cannot  say  they  inspire  ns  with  all  the  con- 
fidence we  doubtless  ought  to  feel.  It  seems 
to  us  rather  strange  that  a  colony  which  has 
a  perforating  machine  at  band  shonld  be 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  an  ironmonger 
for  the  dies  for  its  stamps  1  Again,  why 
Guch  high  values,  as  300,  600,  and  000  reia  i' 
and  why  should  Goa  be  allowed  to  issue 
stamps  when  Madeira  is  dented  the  privilege 
of  a  separate  device?  So  one  but  M. 
Moens  appears  to  have  seen  theso  stamps, 
but  he  has  had  the  opportunity  of  examining 
"a  limited  namber."  We  hope  he  has  not 
been  deceived,  and  he  will  pardon  us,  should 
wa  find  we  have  been  erring  on  the  side  of 
incredulity. 

HOLiuiKD.— The  principle  of  "reply-paid  " 
post  cards  has  spread  to  Holland,  and  we 
have  its  first  double  card  before  ns.  It  ia 
folded  across  so  as  to  form  two  leaves.  On 
the  face  of  each  leaf  is  printed  in  lilac  the 
aame  design  as  that  on  the  single  cards,  with 
the  stamp  in  the  corner  indicating  the  value ; 
but  the  foot-note  which  appears  on  the  single 
ones  is  not  inserted  on  the  double  ones,  and 
consequently  an  additional  line  ia  given  for 
the  addreaa.  The  enter  leaf  shows  under 
the  word  briefkaaut  the  inscription  antwoobd 
BETAALOjOnd  the  inner  one  bos  voobditbbtaald 
IHTWOOBD.  The  cards  are  bnff,  and  the  lilac 
is  of  a  deeper  tint  than  the  impression  on 
their  single  brethren. 

From  Le  Timbre-Poite  we  get  information 
of  the  issue  of  post  cards  by  the  Dnt«h 
General  Service  Society  of  Rotterdam,  price 
10  centimes  each.  They  are  to  be  de- 
livered  within  the  town  of  Botterdtun  by 
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the  society's  messengers.  We  think  that 
the  simple  mention  of  this  issue  is  sufficient. 
It  way  be  genuine,  but  we  have  no  great 
confidence  in  it,  and  if  private  hnnd-delivered 
cards  are  once  accepted,  there  will  be  a 
resurrection  of  Hamburg  local  makers,  who 
will  be  ready  to  furnish  us  with  Scheerenbeck 
cards,  C.  Van  Diemen  cards,  Krantz  cards^ 
or  other  similar  rubbish. 

HuKOABT. — Money-order  post  cards,  with 
inscriptions  in  two  languages,  have  been 
issued  with  impressions  from  the  die  of  the 

5  and  10  kreuzer  adhesives,  respectively,  in 
the  comer ;  the  former  in  light  brown,  and 
the  latter  in  black..  We  defer  recommend- 
ing their  acceptance  until  we  obtain  an 
explanation  of  the  exact  service  performed 
by  the  stamps.*  The  correspondent  from 
whom  we  have  received  notice  of  their  issue 
also  informs  us  that,  after  a  few  weeks* 
currency,  they  have  been  withdrawn  to  give 
place  to  similar  cards  with  inscriptions  in 
German  only,  and  he  points  to  this  in  proof 
of  the  centralising  tendencies  of  the  present 
Austro-Hungarian  government,  which  he 
thinks  are  likely  to  lead  to  the  suppression 
of  the  other  cards  with  duplicate  inscriptions 
in  two  languages. 

RoDMANiA,  —  The  current  series,  with 
bearded  portrait,  is  now  perforated.  The 
values    which    have    come    over    are    the 

6  bani  yellow,  10  b.  blue,  15  b.  vermilion, 
and  25  b.  brown. 

Norway. — Droniheim, — The  |  and  2  skilling 
have  now  reached  us.  The  former  is  printed 
in  blue,  and  the  latter  in  green.  The  design 
is  in  all  respects  the  same  as  that  of  the 
1  skilling. 

THE  BLACK  CABINET. 

In  a  recent  number  we  reviewed  the  second 
part  of  a  work  writt,en  by  a  M.  Emile  Lam- 
bry,  an  ez-employ6  of  the  French  post- 
office,  entitled  Les  Mysthres  du  Cabinet  Noir 
sous  VEmpirey  et  la  poste  sous  la  Commune, 
Pursuant  to  the  promise  then  made,  we  now 

♦  [The  desired  explanation  has  since  reached  us,  in  the 
shape  of  a  letter,  which  will  be  found  in  our  correspond- 
ence columns ;  and  it  seems  to  us  that  a  good  case  has 
been  made  out  for  accepting  these  interesting  impressions. 
— £d.] 


purpose  extracting  some  of  the  interesting, 
and  we  trust  authentic,  details  given  in  the 
first  part  of  the  pamphlet  respecting  the 
Black  Cabinet  and  its  conductor. 

The  system  of  opening  suspected  letters 
is  legally  authorised  in  France  to  a  limited 
extent  only,  and  under  conditions  which, 
if  complied  with,  would  secure  a  proper 
amount  of  legal  formality  in  the  operatioiiB, 
and  woald  therefore  prevent  any  improper 
and  secret  espionage.  Under  Charles  X 
and  Louis  Philippe,  letters  were  occasionally 
opened,  and  a  **  black  cabinet,"  in  which  the 
business  was  carried  on,  existed;  bat  the 
practice  is  believed  not  to  have  been  carried 
to  any  outrageous  extent,  and  under  the 
re  J  hue  of  Arago,  in  18-fc8,  it  was  suppressed, 
or,  if  it  continued  in  existence,  its  operations 
were  conducted  unknown  oven  to  him,  bat 
under  the  empire  it  flourished,  and  acqnired 
a  bad  pre-eminence. 

The  mysterious  cabinet  itself  is  described 
as  a  spacious,  well  lighted,  but  scantily-fiir- 
nished  chamber.  Between 'its  two  windows 
is  a  nest  of  pigeon-holes,  or  frames,  con- 
taining a  number  of  cardboard  boxes,  which 
were  tilled  with  duplicates  of  the  date  stamps 
of  all  the  French  and  most  of  the  principal 
foreign  post-offices,  together  with  seals 
bearing  all  kinds  of  combinations  of  initials, 
and  others  with  arms,  and  others  again  with 
odd  devices.  All  that  an  engraver's  imagi- 
nation could  invent  apropos  of  the  desired 
purpose  is  found  in  this  cabinet,  together 
with  brushes  and  colours  to  bring  back  to 
its  primitive  shade  the  wax  afler  it  had  been 
tampered  with ;  and  the  work  was  done  on 
a  small  library- table. 

The  dishonourable  office  of  chief  opener 
of  letters  was  occupied  by  a  man  named 
Simonel,  who,  from  M.  Lambry*s  account, 
seems  to  have  been  singularly  well-fitted  for 
the  post  he  held.  At  first  Simonel  only 
stopped  letters  in  obedience  to  a  list  sent  to 
him  from  the  prefecture  of  police.  These 
letters  were  put  in  a  bag  and  forwarded  to 
the  prefecture,  where  they  were  opened  and 
read.  This  proceeding  was  not  illegal,  as 
the  prefect  of  police  had,  and  still  hw,  like 
the  Home  Secretary  with  us,  a  legal  right  to 
open  any  letters  he  thought  fit.  But  M. 
Simonel  had  not  been  long  in  office,  when  he 
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was  allowed  to  go  a  step  further,  and  to  open 
and  read  letters  himself,  on  condition,  it 
wonld  seem,  that  he  concealed  the  fact  of 
their  having  been  tampered  with  from  those 
to  whom  they  were  addressed.  Simonel's 
waj  of  proceeding  was  as  follows. 

When  a  suspected  letter  fell  into  his  hands, 
be  inserted  the  point  of  a  very  thin  knife, 
specially  made  for  the  purpose,  under  the 
seal;  then,  by  dint  of  steady  pressure,  and 
thanks  to  the  skill  acquired  by  long  practice, 
he  removed  the  seal  whole  arrd  without 
tearing  the  envelope.  The  letter  read  and,  if 
necessary,  copied,  Simonel  slightly  warmed 
the  bottom  of  the  seal,  so  as  to  melt  the  wax 
sufficiently  to  attach  it  again  to  the  paper. 
By  thiA  means  he  was  enabled  to  defy 
detection.  When  letters  were  fastened  with 
gum  or  a  wafer,  it  was  still  easier  to  open 
them ;  a  few  drops  of  hot  water  were  all  that 
was  necessary. 

Foreign  mail-bags  passing  through  Paris 
were  not  respected,  any  more  than  letters  to 
be  delivered  in  France,  by  the  unscrupulous 
Simonel,  who  had  armed  himself  with  a 
collection  of  the  seals  of  ©very  foreign  govern- 
ment. He  was  even  provided  with  different 
sorts  of  foreign  string,  in  order  to  disarm 
suspicion.  It  was  only  in  extreme  cases, 
however,  that  he  went  so  far  as  to  cut  the 
string  with  which  mail-bags  from  abroad  are 
fastened,  as  he  generally  contrived  to  strain 
it  enough  to  allow  him  to  open  the  bag  and 
take  out  the  contents.  No  letters  were 
safe  from  his  prying  eyes,  and  even  M. 
Rothschild's  financial  correspondence  was 
read  by  the  indefatigable  head  of  the  '*  Black 
Cabinet,"  who  also  was  in  the  habit  of 
opening  all  the  Empress's  letters  to  her 
friends,  and  submitting  them  to  her  imperial 
husband. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  disreputable  functions 
he  acquired  such  skill  and  used  such  judg- 
ment, that  on  examining  the  contents  of  the 
letter-bags  which  were  brought  to  him  from 
the  general  office,  he  frequently  took  on  him- 
self to  open  the  correspondence  of  previously 
unsuspected  persons,  and  found  his  exami- 
nation rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  news 
which,  if  not  of  a  compromising  character, 
was  at  least  found  to  interest  one  or  other 
of  his   numerous    patrons.      For,  in    fact. 


M.  Simonel  worked  for  everyone.  Often 
towards  the  close  of  the  Empire  he  handed 
the  letters  of  President  Rouher  to  the 
Minister  Olivier,  and  those  of  the  Minister 
Ollivier  to  the  President  Rouher. 

Simonel  was  rarely  defeated,  and  still 
more  rarely  discovered ;  yet  there  were  oc- 
casions when  ho  was  nearly  baffled.  A 
diplomatist,  having  acquired  the  certainty 
that  his  correspondence  was  opened,  inserted 
a  minute  steel  point  in  the  seal,  producing 
a  small  hole  in  the  impression,  only  visible 
with  the  aid  of  a  magnifying  glass.  He  ad- 
dressed the  letter  to  the  minister  of  his  own 
country,  and,  by  telegraph,  he  requested  tlio 
latter  to  return  it  to  him.  When  it  came 
back  he  found  that  the  seal  bore  tho  same 
impression  as  when  forwarded,  but  the  hole 
made  by  the  steel  point  was  absent.  Simonel 
had  missed  tho  point  in  one  sense ;  tho  di- 
plomatist did  so  in  the  other,  and  armed  with 
this  proof  of  tampering,  he  called  on  the  post- 
master-general;  but  the  latter,  though  at 
first  taken  aback,  soon  recovered  his  sang 
froid,  and  with  admirable  assurance  replied 
simply,  "  That  has  not  been  done  in  France." 
That  time  Simonel  escaped  exposure. 

During  the  Mexican  expedition,  the  Em- 
peror— not  placing  entire  reliance  on  his 
generals'  official  communications — caused 
their  private  letters  to  be  opened.  A  briga- 
dier-general, who  had  reason  to  suspect  that 
his  letters  to  his  wife  were  read  beibre  they 
reached  her,  wrote  M.  Simonel  the  following 
little  note,  which  positively  took  the  spy  by 
surprise : — 

To  (he  Chief  of  the  Black  Cabinet, 

Sir,— Tbe  first  time  that  you  allow  yourself  to  open  a 
letter  to  or  from  me,  I  shall  give  myself  the  pleasure  of 
cutting  your  ears  off. 

(Signed) 

GENERAL   X. 

Simonel  posted  off  to  an  influential  per- 
sonage, a  patron  of  his,  to  whom  he  showed 
the  note.  Afler  glancing  over  it,  the  latter, 
with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulder,  consolingly 
replied, — "  Sapristi,  my  friend,  you  had 
better  take  care  of  yourself ;  I  know  General 
X,  and  he  is  qiAile  capable  of  cutting  your 
ears  off."  We  may  be  sure  Simonel  took  the 
advice. 

Once   only  was   the   cbief  of  the  Black 
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Cabinet  completely — to  use    a  vnlgar   ex- 

f)re88ion— "sold."  A  Fribonrg  paper  pub- 
ished  certain  diatribes  on  the  imperial 
family,  of  which  an  ex- professor  at  Paris  was 
believed  to  be  the  aathor.  Simonel  set  him- 
self to  work  to  find  oat  the  trnth,  and  went 
personally  to  the  Swiss  frontier  to  investi- 
gate the  matter.  He  was  present  when  the 
letters  were  sorted  in  the  country  post- 
offices  near  Fribourg,  and  at  the  closing  of 
the  bags ;  he  even  joameyed  in  the  travelling 
post-office  of  the  Lyons  railway,  and  in- 
spected every  letter  that  was  flang  in  at  the 
different  stations  along  the  line,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  He  never  suspected  that  the  letters 
were  conveyed  from  Paris  to  Lyons  by  an 
engine-stoker,  and  there  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  a  confidant. 

A  few  years  ago  M.  Vandal,  the  last 
Director-general  of  the  post-office  under 
the  Empire,  was  interpellated  in  the  Corps 
L%islatif  with  regard  to  the  existence  of  the 
"  Cabinet  Noir,"  on  which  occasion  he  indig- 
nantly denied  that  any  department  for  the 
opening  of  letters  existed  at  the  H6tel  des 
Postes.  Five  deputies  were  named,  at  M. 
Vandal's  request,  to  inspect  the  post-office 
personally,  and  certify  to  the  correctness  of 
his  statement.  Of  course,  when  they  came  to 
make  their  inspection,  M.  Vandal  was  careful 
to  show  them  all  departments  of  the  post- 
office,  except  the  "  Cabinet  Noir."  In  con- 
clusion, M.  Lambry  is  careful  to  inform  us 
that  the  present  Republican  government 
abstains  from  such  evil  work,  and  that  as 
soon  as  M.  Rampont  came  into  office  Simo- 
nel was  dismissed.  Let  us  hope  so.  There 
is  something  very  French  in  the  method  of 
manipulation  above  related.  We  manage 
such  things,  for  once,  better  in  England. 


NOTES  ON  THE  UNITED  STATES 

LOCALS. 

BY  W.  DUDLEY  ATLEB. 

VII. 

BROADWAY  POST  OFFICE. 

From  Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor  I  get  the  following 
particulars  concerning  this  post : — It  was  for 
many  years  located  at  422^,  Broadway,  New 
York  City.     In  1850  it  was  owned  or  man- 


aged  by  James  C.  Harriot ;  in  the  following 
year  the  proprietor  was  J.  C.  Dunham.  It 
is  doubtful  how  long  it  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  latter,  but  in  1858  it  had 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  B. 
Lockwood,  who  held  it  till  1860,  when  it  be- 
came the  property  of  Charles  Miller,  the 
last  owner.  It  has  now  been  closed  some 
few  years. 

The  rates  charged  were  two  cents  for 
city  delivery,  and  for  letters  carried  to  the 
general  post-office;  one  cent  for  home  letters, 
and  two  cents  for  foreign  letters. 

By  special  contract  with  Boyd's  City  Post, 
that  express  delivered  the  city  letters  of  the 
Broadway  post-office,  the  latter  only  em- 
ploying one  messenger,  whose  sole  duty  it 
was  to  go  to  and  from  the  general  post- 
office  and  Boyd's  office. 

The  stamp  was  nicely  executed,  having 
for  design  a  locomotive  going  to  left,  with 
BROAD-WAY  arched  in  open  letters  above,  and 
POST-OFFICE  in  outlined  solid  letters  below. 
All  within  an  oblong  double  linear  octagon. 
Black  on  white,  and  also  (according  to  Mr. 
Scott),  gold  on  black. 

There  are  two  forgeries,  both  very  gen- 
ei*ally  circulated.  The  following  are  the 
chief  points  of  diffisrence  betwoea  the 
original  and  the"  counterfeits : — 

Genuine, — The  outer  frame  is  thick  upon 
the  left  side,  the  bottom,  and  both  lower 
angles ;  in  other  parts  it  is  thin.  The  ioner 
line  is  exactly  the  reverse.  ad  almost 
touches  the  frame.  There  is  not  mach 
smoke  from  the  engine,  and  what  there  is,  is 
undulating,  and  below  the  lettering,  until  it 
comes  between  the  first  two  letters  of  wat. 
Lower  inscription  is  very  uneven,  and 
considerably  nearer  to  the  line  under  loco- 
motive than  to  the  frame,  officr  is  at 
some  distance  from  post,  and  slants  from  it 
into  the  frame. 

Forgeries, — There  are  two;  the  best  has 
each  line  of  the  frame,  respectively,  of  the 
same  thickness  throughout.  The  smoke  is 
very  marked  under  ad.  Lower  inscription 
about  midway  between  the  engine  and  the 
frame.  Words  close  together.  The  other 
imitation  is  very  poor,  and  can  easily  be 
detected  by  comparing  with  the  test  of  the 
genuine. 
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MESSENKOPES  UNION   SQUABE   POST-OFFICE. 

A  New  York  post.  Stamp  was  a  transverse 
oval,  with  lamp  or  fou&tain  in  centre,  mes- 
8BNKOPE3  above,  UNION  SQUARE  at  sides  of 
device,  post  office  below.  Black  on  green 
glazed  paper. 

Genuine, — Name  in  thin  fancy  letters ; 
address  in  thin  upright  capitals ;  post  office 
in  thick  letters.  No  stops  anywhere.  It  is 
impossible  to  say,  with  any  certainty,  what 
the  central  device  is,  bnt  it  seems  to  be  a 
figure  within  a  basin,  holding  a  staff  of  some 
kind,  for  the  said  sti^  can  be  traced  in  ont- 
line  imtil  it  almost  touches  the  second  per- 
pendicular stroke  of  n.     Single-lined  fi*£mie. 

Forgery, — This  may  be  instantly  detected 
bj  having  a  double  linear  frame,  and  by  the 
bad  shape  of  the  figure  within  the  basin. 

pip*s  daily  hail. 

This  post  was  in  existence  about  five  years 
since.  A  very  plain  stamp  was  used.  Within 
an  oblong  twisted  frame  is  the  inscription,  in 
six  lines,  pips  daily  hail,  one  cent.     Geo. 

ABKAHAUS,    STATIONER,   86,   HAMILTON    AVENUE, 
SOUTH    BROOKLYN,   N.   Y. 

Black  on  yellow. 

pale  fawn, 
blue. 

The  last  is  the  rarest,  although  none  of  the 
varieties  are  easily  to  be  obtained. 

GORDON'S   CITY   EXPRESS. 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  locality  in  which 
this  post  carried.  The  stamp  was  a  double- 
lined  circle,  lettered  with  the  name  above 
and  below,  having  a  postman  in  the 
centre,  and  at  sides  the  value,  2  cis. ;  all 
within  a  circle  of  a  single  line.  Black  on 
green  glazed  paper. 

Genuine. — Man's  right  hand  in  his  pocket ; 
head  thrown  somewhat  back,  caasing  the 
brim  of  hat  to  slant  from  the  right ;  shading 
behind  right  leg  almost  upright,  and  on  a 
level  with  about  midway  between  the  figure 
2  and  c  of  city;  apostrophe  after  name  is 
above  the  lettering ;  2  flat,  and  at  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  frame.  The  lower  words  at 
some  distance  from  each  other. 

Forged. — Man*B  right  hand  is  visible ; 
head  being  thrown  forward,  the  brim  of  hat 
slants  considerably  from  the  left;  shading 


»> 
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behind    right    leg    follows    the    lettering; 
figure  2  almost  close  to  the  circle. 

prince's  letter  express.- 

This  post  was  until  quite  recently  (if  not 
still)  in  existence,  for  carrying  mail  matter 
between  Portland  (Maine)  and  Boston 
(Mass.).  The  proprietor  was  (or  is)  I.  H, 
Prince,  and  the  objects  of  the  express  are 
best  explained  by  the  following  extract 
from  the  American  Stamp  Mercury : — 

By  the  present  mail  arrangementfl  between  Portland 
and  Boston,  the  afternoon  mail  closes  in  Portland  at 
about  3  p.m. ;  consequently,  letters  posted  alter  that  hour 
have  to  wait  the  following  mail,  wnich  is  not  made  up 
until  the  next  morning,  and,  in  consequence,  letters 
posted  after  3  p.m.  are  not  deliyered  in  Boston  until  noon 
of  the  following  day.  To  remedy  this  inconyenience  Mr. 
Prince  has  a  messenger,  who,  travelling  by  the  steamer 
which  leaves  Portland  at  6  p.m.,  takes  charge  of  all  let- 
ters which  are  handed  to  him  for  transmission  to  Boston ; 
but  which  letters  must,  in  the  first  place,  have  a  United 
States  3  cent  stamp  affixed,  in  aduition  to  which,  Mr. 
Prince  makes  a  charge  of  2  cents  for  his  trouble  in  con- 
veying them  to  Boston,  where,  at  an  early  hour  (usually 
before  6  o'clock  of  the  following  momiug),  they  are  safely 
deposited  in  the  Boston  post-office,  and  are  ready  for  de- 
livery before  9  a.m.,  thus  making  a  saving  of  three  to  four 
hours'  time  in  transit,  at  an  extra  cost  of  two  cents. 

The  stamp  was  engraved  by  Lowell  & 
Brett,  of  Boston ;  design,  a  steamer,  witli 
LETTER  EXPRESS  abovo,  and  a  fac- simile  of 
Mr.  Prince's  signature  below.  The  whole 
within  a  transverse  oval.  Black  on  white. 
This  stamp  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
coanterfeited. 

BRAINARD   &  CO. 

This  firm  started  their  express  in  or 
about  1845,  conveying  letters  between  New 
York,  Albany,  Troy,  and  the  intermediate 
places.  Only  one  stamp  was  emitted  ;  this 
is  foand  in  black  and  in  blue,  always  npon 
white.  The  design  is  very  simple,  consisting 
of  a  large  ring,  lettered  brainard  &  CO.,  n.y. 
58,  WALL  ST.,  and  having  in  the  centre  14^ 

EXCHANGE,   ALBANY,    20   FOR    ONE    DOLL.,   TROY, 
230,   RIVER  ST. 

There  is  a  really  first-class  imitation,  only 
to  be  detected  by  careful  scrutiny. 

Genuine. — B  and  R  of  name  very  close  to- 
gether, D  rather  narrow  ;  the  8  only 
slightly  larger  above  than  below ;  lettering 
of  WALL  ST.  thin,  and  the  T  of  sr.  of  less 
height  than  the  preceding  letter;  14,  kx- 
CHANGE  in  small  type ;  very  fine  period  afler 
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ALBANY,  and  again  after  trot,  the  letters  in 
each  of  these  words  small  and  separate ;  a 
slight  speck  after  for;  period  after  doll. 
on  a  line  with  the  period  after  co. ;  230 
RIVER  ST.  same  size  type  as  that  of  upper 
address ;  numeral  0  exactly  under  central 
stroke  of  t  ;  some  space  between  river  and 
ST. ;  bottom  of  V  flat. 

Forgery, — No  period  after  either  albant  or 
TROT,  and  no  speck  after  for.  ;  d  of  name 
wide.  Other  details  the  reverse  of  what 
they  are  in  the  genuine.  In  addition  to  this 
deceptive  counterfeit,  there  is  an  imitation 
from  a  rather  poor  wood-block.  It  varies 
from  its  archetype  in  the  same  points  as  the 
better  imposture. 

westervelt's  post. 

For  a  long  time,  like  most  European  col- 
lectors, my  faith  in  the  stamps  of  this  post 
— in  fact,  I  may  add,  in  the  post  itself — was 
but  little.  However,  fvom  the  evidence  of 
used  specimens,  and  of  a  communication 
from  the  proprietor  himself,  I  am  bound  to 
acknowledge  the  existence,  at  one  time, 
of  the  dispatch,  and  the  authenticity  of  its 
stamps. 

In  1861,  C.  H.  Westervelt  established  a 
post  between  the  villages  of  Chester,  Chester 
Dep6t,  and  East  Chester,  all  in  Orange 
county,  state  of  ISew  York.  This  concern 
was  carried  on  until  1808,  and  during  that 
time  three  distinct  types  of  adbesives,  and 
one  for  enveloi>es,  were  emitted. 

All  these  were  printed  upon  any  paper 
that  came  handy,  and  each  variety  was  of 
equal  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  proprietor;  but, 
let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  they  were  all 
vsed  for  franhing  letters^  and  should,  therefore, 
be  collected. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  types  and 
colours : — 

1. — westervelt's    post,    CHESTER,     N.T.,   in 

three  lines,  within  a  fancy  chain  frame.  Obi. 
rect. 

Red    on  yellow. 
Black  „  lavender. 
,,      ,,  lawn. 
2. — Profile  to  left  of  Indian    chieftess; 
westervelt's  abovtf;  post  below;   Chester, 
N.Y ,  at   sides.     All  within   a   fancy  frame. 
Hect. 


Black 


» 


9» 


99 


J» 


Bl'ack 
» 

99 
99 
99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


Red    on  yellow, 
fawn, 
white, 
yellow, 
fawn, 
white. 
3.— Full-face  jportwiit  of  General  Grant, 
within  a  solid  oval,  inscribed  with  name  and 
address,  as  before.     In  spandrels  the  figure 
2;   l)elow,  cents  with   numerals,  again  re- 
peated on  each  side.     Re^t. 
Red    on  yellow, 
drab, 
yellow, 
white, 
pink. 
99  green, 
deep  rose, 
blue  letter-paper. 
Envelope, — American  eaglo  within  an  ot»1 
band,  lettered  as  on  the  adhesives;  a  star  at 
each  side ;  oval,  upon  various  papers. 

Black. 
Red. 
There  are  some  labels  purporting  to  bo 
of  the  first  type,  but  they  are  very  different 
in  the  frame,  there  being  eight  large  orna- 
ments above  and  below,  instead  of  tweWe 
small  ones,  as  in  the  genuine. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

The  Green  Bay  post-office  officials  do  not  like  to  iwifww 
(^ue^itions.  The  following,  posted  over  the  genewl  de- 
livery, exoreases  their  sentiments :  **  Price  of  threeH»ol 
BtampA,  three  cents  each ;  licked  and  stuck,  five  ctmu 
each.  The  clock  will  answer  the  question,  **  Has  the  mtil 
closed?"— AVw  York  Herald. 

Looking  APrBB  the  Bawbbbs. — In  Edinburgh,  m5* 
th?  CouranU  the  demand  for  halfpenny  post  cards  wis  » 
great  on  Saturday,  the  33th  March  last,  that  many  would;l>£ 
purchasers  had  to  leave  the  post-office  without  procuriojc 
the  quantities  they  required,  the  answer  being,  "bold  out" 
The  cause  of  this  unusual  crowd  of  purchasers  was  lb* 
announcement,  that  on  and  after  April  1st  the  chai^  for 
these  cards  would  be  increasMl  one  naif  penny  per  d^en. 

Letter  Addresses  ix  Japa.n. — A  oorrespoiideat 
at  Hiogo  informs  us  that  for  letters  going  throagh  the 
Japaues3  post  the  address  mu-tt  be  written  in  Japanese,  u 
well  as  in  English.  To  exemplify  the  way  in  which  the 
regulation  to  this  effect  is  complied  with,  lie  sends  ns  the 
envelope  of  a  letter.  On  the  envelope  itself  is  written,  i* 
Englisn,  the  address  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  sent  ^» 
resident  in  another  part  of  Japan),  and  over  this  addrM 
is  a  slip  of  the  usual  fibrous  tissue  paper  used  there,  gnn- 
med  down  to  the  envelope  on  one  side,  and  bearing  tbc 
address  in  Japanese  characters ;  this  can  be  liAed  up, » 
aa  to  disclose  tne  English  inscription  beneath.   The  staiBp* 
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arc  fastened  over  the  flap  of  the  enyelope.  They  are  two 
in  number,  the  indigo  and  the  vermilion,  and  our  cor- 
respondent states  that  they  are  worth,  together,  three 
cents,  or  three  halfpence  English,  so  that  it  would  appear 
we  have  all  of  us  been  out  in  our  calculations  respecting 
the  denominations  of  the  Japanese  stamps. 

Postal  Innovations  on  the  Continent. — We  learn 
from  Ze  Petit  Moniteur  that  the  French  postal  depart- 
ment has  established,  in  connection  with  every  railway 
train,  a  d6pdt  of  postage  stamps  and  stamped  enveiopeiy  at 
the  disposal,  and  for  the  convenience  of  travellers.  It  ap- 
pears this  novel  extension  of  the  system  was  introduced 
and  has  been  practised  bv  the  German  post-office  since 
the  1st  nlu  I'he  latter  also  gave  public  notice,  on  27th 
March  last,  that  subscriptions  woiud  be  received  in  all 
the  post-offices  in  the  German  empire,  *'not  only  to 
German  newspapers,  but  also  to  all  the  principal  journals 
and  reviews  published  in  France,  England,  Poland,  Rus- 
sia, Spain,  &c..  &c.  The  officials,  at  all  the  post-office 
windows,  will  be  ready  to  give  every  necessary  infor- 
mation, and  will  communicate  a  list  of  the  prices  of  the 
journals  to  all  who  may  request  it.  The  journals  for 
which  subscriptions  may  be  received  will  be  forwarded 
through  the  post  to  the  subscribers  by  the  quickest 
route."  This  is  really  an  important  measure  ;  no  doubt 
the  public  will  appreciate  it ;  and  we  question  whether 
the  oooksellers  ana  newspaper  |gents  will  not  also  hold 
a  strong  opinion  about  it ;  out,  probably,  the  scheme  is 
intended  principally  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  smaller  towns  and  the  country. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  SUEZ  CANAL  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

SiK, — The  editor  of  Gray's  Catalogue,  6th  edition,  takes 
exception  to  the  Suez  Canal  stamps.  I  beg  to  aav  I  have 
a  postmarked  20  c,  whose  pedigree  is  irrepropchable.  The 
above  catalogue  is  so  desenedly  widelv  circulated,  and 
Mr.  Overy  Taylor  generally  so  trustworthy  a  mentor,  that 
it  is  all  the  more  important  to  establish  the  true  character 
of  the  a^-cused. 

Yours  truly, 

WARDEN. 


THE  RUSSIAN  LOCALS  AND  FINNISH  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  o/**The  Stamp-Collectok's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  John  Siewert, 
is  quite  right  in  his  description  of  the  Valdai  hills,  and 
allow  me  to  remark  further,  that  the  arms  depicted  on  the 
stamp  are  that  of  the  district— the  peak  in  allusion  to 
the  hills,  and  the  other  part,  the  imperial  crown  and 
ground  of  ermine,  of  the  government  of  Novgorod.  It  is 
well  known  in  history  that  Novgorod  was  the  oldest  grand- 
duchy  of  Russia ;  and  the  Russians  date  the  establishment 
of  their  empire  from  862,  when  Ruric  established  his 
government  in  Novgorod. 

There  is  nothing  strange  in  the  Finland  post  cards 
being  issued  before  those  of  Russia.  In  the  first  place, 
the  new  style  is  used  there,  hence  a  difierence  of  twelve 
days;  and  second ty,  they  are  governed  by  a  different 
constitation,  have  another,  language,  religion,  and  mone- 
lar}'  value,  and  nothing  in  common  with  the  Russians 
but  being  subjects  of  one  empire. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 
YOUR  ST.  PETERSBURG  CORRESPONDENT. 


AN  AMERICAN   COLLECTOR   ON   THE   RECENT 

AUCTION  SALE. 

To  the  Editor  o/**The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Bear  Sir, — I  was  very  glad  to  see  your  article  on  the 
recent  auction  »ah.  I  question  very  seriously  the  gen- 
uineness of  various  bids  in  behalf  of  **  American  orders  or 
parties,"  since  collecting  is  not  pursued  here  as  with  you, 
nor  by  persons  who  are  accustomed  to  pay  8uch  prices,  ex- 
cept in  a  very  few  cases ;  while  those  very  persons,  most 
probably,  had  the  same  opportunity  that  I  had  months 
ago  of  buying  such  stamps  of  **  Scott  &  Co.,"  and  would 
hardly  leave  the  prices  to  the  chances  of  an  auction  tale 
**  across  the  water." 

I  think  we  have  had  enough  of  Confederate  local  or 
city  stamps  brought  to  light,  in  mysterious  ways,  to  prevent 
our  accepting  such,  unless  on  the  most  direct  and  positive 
proof.  I  chanced  to  secure  the  only  two  Livingston, 
Ala.,  provisional  stamps  that  I  ever  saw  or  hrard  of, 
one  for  myself  and  the  other  for  a  fellow-collector,  boUi 
being  on  one  envelope,  duly  postmarked,  dated,  &c. ;  but 
had  1  not  received  them  from  a  young  man  well  known 
to  me,  who  discovered  them  in  a  file  of  old  letters,  I 
should  have  doubted  their  genuineness. 

There  is  a  singular  mystery  about  those  "  St.  Louis  " 
stamps,  and  it  is  incomprehensible  to  me  how  their  use,  in 
such  a  city,  could  be  confined  to  so  very  select  a  few, 
and  those  few  apparently  dealers. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

Cambridge^  Mats.  F.  F. 


»» 
j» 
>» 
>» 
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GERMAN  MONEY-ORDER  CARDS  AND 
ENVELOPES. 

To  the  Editor  o/"  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir,— The  answers  to  the  queries  by  L.  0.,  of 
Bedford,  in  the  "  Correspondence"  column  of  last  number, 
are  easily  to  be  obtainea  from  the  objects  themselves. 

1.— The  stamps  impressed  on  the  mone^'-order  cards 
do  indeed  represent  the  postage  and  the  fee  combined ; 
no  other  charge  is  made  for  the  remittance,  but  the 
postage  is  varying  according  to  the  amount  remitted ;  for 
instance,  in  Austria  the  scale  is  as  follows : — 

Up  to  10  florins,  5  kreuzer. 

From  10      „      to     /K)  florins  10 

60      „      to    100      „      16 
100       „      to   600      „     30 
600       „      to  1000      „     60 
lOuO       „      to  2000      „     90 
2000      „      to  3000      „        I  fl.  20  krs. 
3000       „      to  4000      „       1  „  60   „ 
4000       „      to  5000      „        I   „  80   „ 
As  there  are  only  cards  with  6  kr.  stamps  impressed  on 
them,  higher  postage  must  be  made  up  by  supplementary 
adhesives,  for  which  the  right  margin  under  the  stamp  is 
destined. 

2. — The  card  or  envelope  is  sent  by  the  person  who 
obtains  the  money-order,  and  the  amount  is  paid  to  the 
bearer  of  the  card  or  envelope,  provided  with  his  sig- 
nature, without  any  Intimation. 

3. — Private  communications  are  allowed  to  be  written 
on  the  left  space  (coupon)  of  the  cards  and  the  interior 
of  the  envelopes;  the  coupon  may  be  cut  off,  and  the 
letter  be  taken  out  from  the  envelope  by  the  receiver 
before  presentation  j  but  in  the  latter  case  the  public  are 
warned  against  tearing  the  flap,  the  receipt  being  written 
on  it.  I  should  add,  that  imperiHl  postage  stamps  nnd 
envelopes  having  been  introduced  in  Wurtemburg,  the 
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local  money-order  enyelopes  are  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation. 

Speaking  of  mone^order  cards,  I  may  aa  well  mention 
the  ''^ Fott'tnandat  Aarte"  in  Germany  and  Hungary. 
Against  a  fee  of  5  sgr.  or  10  kreuzer,  the  post-office 
undertakes  to  obtain  any  stated  amount  fh>m  any  person 
indicated  on  the  card,  and  remits  the  money  to  the 
sender  of  the  card  (if  it  be  paid)  by  money-order,  less  the 
ordinary  fee  for  it.  The  mandate  is  to  do  forwarded  by 
the  obtainer  to  the  post-office  where  the  debtor  lives,  in 
an  enyelope  bearing  the  inscription  post  mandat,  which 
in  tlds  case  is  considered  as  a  registered  letter,  without 
being  liable  to  the  registration  fee.  Postage  is  at  the 
charge  of  the  obtainer  of  the  order. 

The  German  post-mandate  card  is  green,  and  bears  no 
stamp,  but  only  a  square  destined  for  it.  The  Hungarian 
post-mandate  is  also  green,  of  very  thin  cardboard,  and 
nas  the  10  kr.  adhesive  printed  on  it,  but  in  black  colour. 

I  must  again  apologise  for  my  bad  style  in  using  your 
language;  it  is  more  than  eignt  years  that  I  am  gone 
fh>m  hospitable  England,  and  I  have  but  rarely  oppor- 
tunities of  practising  it;  but  I  hope  you  will  accept 
my  good  will  for  the  deed. 

YoiuB  very  truly, 

Oablonz^a.d.  Neme,  MAX  JOSEPH. 

Bohemia. 

fDoM  the  posi-ofBee  whleh  netArm  th«  "  poat-mandai  "  applj  ft>r  paj- 
ment  to  the  perwm  on  whom  the  Milder  drawR  f  If  the  monij-oTien  are 
paid  to  be«R9r«  of  aiirda  or  enTelopea.  wltbont  any  proof  of  idnntity,  aueh 
a  mode  of  transmitting  monqr  aeenu  to  oflbr  Torjr  inaulBcieut  gna- 
rantaea.— Eo.] 


STAMP  CATALOGUING. 

To  the  Editor  of  ^'  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  not  improbable  event  of  new  editions 
shortly  appearing  of  more  tban  one  stamp  catalogue,  more 
especially  Dr.  Gray's,  there  may,  perhaps,  be  no  harm  in 
drawing  attention  to  a  few  points,  wherein  I  think  most 
collectors  will  agree  with  me  in  considering  the  latter 
might  be  improved ;  at  least  be  made  more  thoroughly 
what  it  professes  to  be— a  work  for  **  the  great  body  of 
collectors,"  and  so  far  independent  of  other  catalogues. 
As  it  stands  at  present,  it  is  too  often  necessary  for  many 
of  these  collectors  to  have  recourse  elsewhere  for  infor- 
mation, such  as,  doubtless,  Berger  Levrault  (in  English, 
when  we  get  it),  or  Mr.  Pemberton's  promised  catalogue 
— to  the  appearance  of  which  we  all  look  forward  with 

fileasure — would  supply ;  but,  in  truth,  Dr.  Gray's  cata- 
igue.  and  such  as  these,  appeal  mainly  to  different  classes, 
and  should  be  each  complete  in  itself. 

In  the  first  place  then,  if  Mr.  Taylor  were  just  a  little 
to  relax  his  rule  regarding  the  exclusion  of  certain 
varieties,  it  seems  to  me  he  would  more  generally  meet 
the  views  of  **  the  great  body."  Not  by  any  means  that 
I  would  favour  the  admission  of  any  of  the  eccentricities 
f»f  perfoi:ation,  paper,  and  watermark,  to  be  found  chiefly 
in  our  own  colonies,  or  of  the  numerous  varieties  in  shade 
(so  much  noticed  in  recent  monographs),  which  are  usually: 
quite  unauthorised  and  accidental,  and  whose  place  is 
el^where ;  but  simply  because  I  think  that  the  majority 
of  collectors  regard  as  distinct,  for  instance,  a  series  of 
rouletted  staAips  and  a  series  issued  at  a  difierent  time 
and  perforated  in  the  usual  manner— more  generally,  one 
where  mere  incisions  are  made,  and  one  uhere  portions 
of  the  stamp  are  removed— as  denoting  two  aifferent 
stages  of  improvement  in  the  nrocess ;  a  series  perforated 
9  and  another  14 ;  a  series  witn  the  colours  li^t  or  the 
paper  thin,  and  one  with  dark  colours  or  thick  paper: 


just  as  much,  at  any  rate,  as  they  look  on  stamps  water- 
marked with  a  star  as  differing  from  stamps  with  a  crown, 
or  watermarked  with  a  large  figure,  from  others  with  a 
small  one.  In  fact,  I  think  Mr.  Taylor  could  not  do  better 
than  admit  into  the  catalogue  such  varieties  as  he  usually 
notices  in  his  "  Papers  for  Beginners,"  unless,  indeed,  he 
should  continue  to  transpess  that  title,  as  in  the  last  two 
or  three  numbers.  At  all  events,  let  there  be  consistency ; 
if  a  distinction  is  made  in  one  place,  it  should  be  kept  up 
throughout. 

Again,  for  completeness  sake,  let  the  United  States 
locals  be  once  more  included :  now,  at  last,  iJiere  seems 
some  possibility  of  discriminating  between  the  good  and 
the  bad,  and  we  shall  require  to  have  summarised  the  re- 
sults arrived  at  by  the  various  writers  in  the  magasines. 
I  must  here,  too,  renew  my  plea  for  certain  newspaprr 
stamps.  What  is  there,  I  should  like  to  know,  peculiar 
to  our  lately  deceased  \d.  red^  save  the  simple  fact  of  iu 
being  impressed  on  each  paper— as  distinguished  from 
dozens  usually  included  in  catalogues  -to  prevent  its 
being  collected  ?  or  in  what  respect  are  the  stamps  of  oar 
own  Time$  inferior  to  those  of  tne  Fijian  ?  It  is  needless 
to  mention  many  others  to  which  the  same  remarks  apply. 

Nothing  would  be  of  more  value  to  the  young  collector 
than  a  complete  list,  with  illustrations,  of  all  the  spurious 
stamps  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  issued.  I  am 
not  aware  of  such  havih^  ever  appeared.  Of  course  I  do 
not  allude  to  forgeries— they  must  be  described  by  them- 
selves— but  to  purely  fictitious  stamps,  that  have  origi- 
nated in  the  brain  of  some  speculator  on  credulity.  Per- 
haps no  better  check  could  be  put  to  the  indiscriminate 
sale  of  forgeries  proper  than  by  adopting — to  a  less  extent 
certainly,  and  in  a  modified  form,  to  avoid  the  confuskm 
arising  irom  many  symbols — Bellars  and  Davie's  plan  of 
indicating,  throughout  the  catalogue,  the  relative  rarity 
of  the  less  common  stamps,  and  so  rendering  it  less  ea*y 
to  deceive  by  low-priced  shams.  There  could,  at  any  rate, 
be  no  harm  in  increasing  the  number  of  the  explanatory 
foot-notes,  which  are  often  of  great  interest  and  value. 

If  engraWnfts  of  all  distinct  spec  i  ^  were  given,  and  not 
those  alone  that  have  previously  appeared  in  The  Utamp- 
Collector* $  Magazine  ;  if  different  types  were  used  to  en- 
liven the  page,  and  distinguish  species  and  secondary 
varieties ;  if  a  complete  mone^'-table  (an  article  which, 
strangely  enough,  has  never  yet  been  product>d)  were 
added ;  if  the  binding  were  improved,  and  ready-made 
interleaved  copies  sold  at  an  advance,  as  in  Mount 
Brown's  time,  there  would,  I  think,  be  little  left  lobe  de- 
sired. Last,  though  not  least  (to  the  publishers,  at  any 
rate),  the  price  would  have  to  be  raised,  say,  to  half-a- 
crown,  which  I  am  sure  no  philatelist  would  grudge  for 
a  truly  reliable  and  complete  catalogue. 

These  few  hints  have  been  put  together  to  furth^*  what 
seems  to  be  the  prevalent  opinion  among  a  large  class  of 
collectors,  and  by  no  means  to  push  forward  id»s  of  my 
own.    I  trust  they  may  not  be  altojrether  out  of  place. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Nairn.  P.  I.  A. 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

B.  C.  DB  C,  Torquay. — We  notice  yoiir  communicatton, 
toguther  with  those  of  other  friends,  in  another  part  of 
the  number,  and  arc  obliged  for  the  information  it  coa- 
tains. 

W.  £.  B.  wishes  to  know  whether  the  stamps  of  the 
Papal  States  are  still  in  use,  and  if  so,  under  wliat  con- 
ditions.   Does  a  letter  fW>m  the  Vatican  eost  more  for 


postage  than  one  from  the  Quirinal  ? 
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NOTES  FOR  COLLECTORS.— L 

BY  A  PARISIAN   COLLECTOR. 

INTRODUCTIOX. 

It  has  been  to  us  a  matter  of  regret  tliat  in 
those  excellent  papers  by  Mr.  Overy  Taylor, 
he  has  not  descended  a  little  deeper  into 
the  mine  of  philatelic  lore  ;  but  be  is  doing 
essential  service  in  giving  general  and  accu- 
rate reviews   of  the  various  issues  of  the 
stamps  in  eacb  country,  and  their  several 
types.     He  thus  clears  the  ground,  and  lays 
a  foundation  whereon  a  collector  may  com- 
mence to  Select  and  arrange  his  specimens, 
without  having  before   his   eyes    the    fear 
either  of  spending  his  time  or  his  money  in 
vain ;  or  of  having  to  pull  bis  work  to  pieces 
and  begin  over  again.     The  various  issues 
and  types   of  several   European    countries 
having  thus  been  described  in  the  "  Papers 
for  Beginners,"  it  will  be  our  object  to  fol- 
low in  the  wake  of  Mr.  Overy  Taylor,  and  to 
take  our  readers  a  few  steps  deeper  than  he 
has  done  into  the  study  of  the  varieties  of 
these  types;  and  in  making  this  attempt  we 
must  ask  for  their  kind  consideration.      We 
do  not  pretend  to  any  mastership  in  the  craft, 
but  we  have,  in  the  course  of  re-arranging 
our  own  specimens,  been  forcibly  led  to  a 
patient  study  of  them ;  what,  therefore,  we 
have  to  communicate  will  partly  consist  of  the 
results  of  these  investigations,  and  partly  of 
an    examination    of   the    investigations   of 
others ;  though,  as  far  as  possible,  we  shall 
avoid  ploughing  with  another  man's  yoke. 

There  is  ample  room  for  study,  for  there  is 
much  yet  to  be  made  clear,  and  much  which 
at  present  must  necessarily  be  lefl  to  con- 
jecture. The  inroad  of  the  postal  system 
in  the  various  countries  of  the  world  has 
been  gradual  and  silent,  so  that  ofbtimes  we 
are  unable  to  trace  its  entry.  Sometimes 
some  sadden  convulsion — political  or  other 
— arrests  an  issue  in  its  course,  and  super- 
sedes it  by  a  fresh  one,  condemning  the 
residue  of  the  former  one  to  destruction. 
There  is  but  little  difficulty  in  fixing  precise 
dates,  &c.,  in  such  a  case ;  but  how  much 
more  frequently  does  it  happen  that  one 
issue  supersedes  a  preceding  one  by  a  process 
resembling  nothing  so  much  as  a  dissolving 
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view,  where,  in   the   course   of  the  trans- 
mutation of  the  tableaux,  the  outlines  of  the 
receding  view  are  mixed  up  in  strange  con- 
fusion with  those  of  the  advancing  one  ?    We 
have  only  to  turn  to  the  pages  of  this  maga- 
zine to  see  how  much  the  history  even  of  our 
own  stamps  has  given  rise  to  controversy. 
For  some  time  general  uncertainty  prevailed 
even   as  to  the  date  of  the  issue   of  the 
original    Id.   adhesive    stamp.     When   the 
substitution  of  the  twopence,  with  horizontal 
lines,  for  the  original  twopence  took  place  is 
still  a  matter  of  doubt,  and  philatelists  are 
not  agreed  within  twelve  years  as  to  the 
proper  date  to  be  assigned  to  the  issue  of  the 
embossed  sixpence ;  whilst  we  may  look  in 
vain  for  evidence  to  support  the  following 
dates,  as  given  by  M.  Berger-Levrault  and 
others  : — "  1850,  Id.   red-brown  ;   2d.  blue, 
fil.,  small  crown,  perforated  IG.     November, 
1854,  same  ;  fil.  large  crown,  perforated  14," 
and  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  one  with  the 
first  employment  of  Archer's  machine,  and 
the  other  with  that  assigned  as  the  retouching 
of  the  dies  by  Humphreys.     If  these  dates 
are  riglit,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  find  a  one- 
penny  stamp,  fil.  large  crown,  perforated  14, 
taken  from  the  die  before  retouch ;  a  variety 
yet  to  bo  discovered.      But  if  difficulties  are 
to  be  found  so  near  home,  what  can  we  ex- 
pect when  we  have  to  travel  farther,  and  ex- 
amine the  stamps  of  distant  countries?    For 
the  most  part  we  find  as  yet  but  few  official 
documents  to  aid  us  ;  we  are  puzzled  by  all 
kinds  of  conflicting  statements.     If  we  apply 
to   any   officials    for    information,    and    an 
answer  is  vouchsafed,  the  information  can  be 
relied  upon  but  seldom ;    how  much  more 
frequently   no  reply  is  given,  and  the  pe- 
titioner is  looked  upon  as  asking  for  infor- 
mation he  has  no  business  with  ;  while,  if  he 
asks  it  as  an  "amateur  of  postao^e  stamps," 
the  reply,  if  any,  will  almost  infallibly  be  ad- 
dressed to  him  at  Hanwell  or  at  Charenton. 
In   their  researches    our    readers    must, 
therefore,  in  a  great  degree,  bring  their  own 
intelligence  to  the  work ;   and  our  principal 
object  in  these  notes  will  be  to  induce  them 
to   enter  upon   a  patient  and   minute   ex- 
amination of  the  specimens  of  the  stamps  of 
each  country  which  they  possess,  with  a  view 
to  a  methodical  classification  of  them,  and  to 
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direct  thera  in  the  choice  of  interesting  va- 
rieties, and  such  as  may  appear  to  be  usefal 
in  elucidating  points  which  are  still  attended 
with  doubt  and  mystery. 

We  might  as  well  imagine  that  by  studying 
anatomy  on  paper  we  could  arrive  at  dis- 
coveries in  its  science,  or  at  facility  in  the  use 
of  the  scalpel,  as  that  we  can  do  much  in  the 
study  of  philately  without  the  aid  of  a  good 
selection  of  specimens.  In  the  choice  of  our 
own  specimens  we  have  been  guided  by  one 
principal  rule — never  to  reject  anything 
which  may  tend  to  exhibit  the  history  of 
a  stamp,  and  the  different  phases  which  it 
has  gone  through.  Now,  the  three  principal 
elements  upon  which  varieties  depend,  are, 
the  paper  employed  in  the  fabrication  of  the 
stamps,  the  colour  of  the  impression,  and  the 
mode  in  which  the  separation  of  the  stamps 
from  each  other  is  effected,  whether  by 
mechanism  or  by  the  hand.  Two  other 
points  are  also  worthy  of  attention,  which 
are, — the  kind  of  gum  employed  for  render- 
ing the  stamps  adhesive,  and  the  various 
marks  which  have  been  employed  during  the 
existence  of  the  stamp  for  obliterating  it, 
and  rendering  it  unserviceable  for  a  second 
employ. 

Paper. — When  we  consider  the  different 
kinds  of  paper  employed  for  the  manufacture 
of  stamps  we  may  well  accord  to  it  the  first 
place  among  the  elements  of  varieties.  At 
one  time  the  paper  is  coloured,  at  another 
white;  at  one  time  it  is  a  hard  hand-made 
paper,  at  another  soft  and  cottony ;  at  one 
time  thick,  at  another  thin  as  tissue  paper ; 
at  one  time  with  some  special  watermark,  and 
at  another  with  simple  parallel  lines,  or  what 
is  called  *'  laid  "  paper.  All  these  are  differ- 
ences to  be  observed,  and  observed  closely, 
as  the  employment  or  non-employment  of 
any  particular  kind  may  serve  to  furnish  in- 
ternal evidence  of  a  point  in  the  history  of  a 
stamp  which  cannot  be  supplied  from  other 
soui*ces.  Thus  the  presence  or  absence  of  a 
watermark  enables  us  at  once  to  discern  be- 
tween the  first  issue  for  Prussia  and  a  worth- 
less reprint.  The  difference  of  paper, 
whether  laid  or  plain,  enables  us  to  classify 
our  tirst  issues  of  Canadian  stamps  into  the 
early  and  the  later  portion  of  the  issue  ;  and 
very    numerous   other   examples   might   be 


mentioned,  which  we  refrain  from  giving,  as 
they  will  be  brought  individually  before  our 
readers  in  the  course  of  these  notes. 

Again :  the  colour  of  the  impression  is  an 
essential  element  of  variety.  A  distinction 
must,  however,  be  drawn  between  shades  of 
a  normal  colour  and  different  depths  of  the 
same  colour.  As  a  general  role  we  avoid,  as 
far  as  possible,  overloading  our  collection 
with  these  latter  when  they  arise  finom 
causes  solely  dependent  on  the  working  off  of 
tho  impression.  Such  varieties,  and  those 
akin  to  them,  as  inverted  watermarks, 
double  perforations,  &c.,  we  leave  to  &ncifiil 
collectors,  who  must  necessarily  feel  but 
little  interest  in  star  and  such-like  wat^- 
marks,  which  can  present  so  little  valae  to 
them  in  comparison  with  stamps  snch  as 
those  of  British  Guiana,  where  they  may 
possibly  discover  a  portion  of  T.  H.  saukdcrs 
upside  down.  Such  varieties  only  show  tho 
unskilfulness  of  the  workman,  or  an  over- 
sight on  his  part-,  and  are  not  incidents  in 
the  history  of  tho  stamp.  Bat  where  the 
shade  varies  in  character — where,  for  in- 
stance, it  is  Prussian  blue  at  one  time  and 
ultramarine  blue  at  another — it  is  worthy  of 
collection.  In  making,  however,  a  selection 
of  shades  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
colours  used  in  the  printing  of  stamps  are 
most  frequently  compound  colours.  The 
exact  tint  of  to-day  may  bo  varied  to-morrow, 
and  the  day  following  the  tint  may  be  again 
that  of  to-day.  As  ^  as  possible  we  shall 
endeavour  to  catalogue  only  such  fortnitous 
shades  as  are  of  any  interest,  though  we 
scarcely  hope  to  arrive  at  accurate  descrip- 
tions of  those  intricate  shades  which  we  are 
constantly  meeting  with  in  postage  stamps. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  the  description  of 
shades  arises  from  this,  that  philatelists  have 
no  standards  of  colour  to  start  from,  and  it 
would  seem  impossible  to  arrive  at  Uiis,  un- 
less by  some  common  action  amongst  them- 
selves. The  colour-box  is  of  no  use,  for  even 
in  a  common  colour  like  vermilion  we  could 
find  two  or  three  tinges  of  colour,  accoTding 
as  it  came  from  England  or  from  France, 
from  Rathbone-place  or  from  Soho-square. 
We  are  aware  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
form  a  code  of  colours  for  philateUets,  and 
with  the  present  facilities  of  printing  by  tbc 
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chromo-lithograpbic  process,  this  surely  is 
not  an  impossibility ;  without  something  of 
this  kind  no  general  catalogue  can  ever  suc- 
ceed in  chronicling  the  various  shades. 
Take  for  example  the  interesting  paper  on 
"The  Stamps  of  Trinidad,"  in  the  April 
n amber  pf  The  Philatelical  Journal,  The 
normal  colours  of  tho  sixpence  and  shilling 
of  the  issue  of  1865  are  given  as  green  and 
purple.  But  to  find  the  normal  colour  we 
have  to  hunt  about  among  the  heights  and 
depths  before  we  discover  it ;  whereas,  if  we 
bad  a  fixed  code  of  colours  we  could  at  once 
find  our  starting-point.  It  is  true  that  there 
are  some  colours  which  are  peculiar  to 
stamps,  as  for  instance  what  is  called  hiatre 
in  the  French  catalogues ;  but  which  has  no 
more  relation  to  the  bistro  of  the  colour 
makers  than  vermilion  has  to  carmine,  ex- 
cept that  in  one  both  are  browns,  and  in  the 
other  both  are  red.  But  for  special  colours 
special  names  might  be  g^ven.  As  artists 
adopt  names  of  great  painters  to  denote  par- 
ticular shades,  such  as  Vandyck  brown, 
Rubens*  madder,  &c.,  why  should  not  phi- 
latelists have  Magnus's  brown,  Pemberton's 
purple,  Viner's  grey,  Ac.  ?  which  last  might 
be  of  great  service  in  the  task  of  enumerating 
the  shades  of  the  block-printed  Trinidads. 

The  mode  in  which  the  stamps  are  to  be 
separated  from  each  other  is  also  an  im- 
portant element  in  the  classification  of  their 
varieties.  The  time  when  no  distinction 
was  made  between  perforated  and  nn- 
perforated  stamps  has  long  passed  away. 
Perforations  are  no  longer  cat  off  in  order  to 
straighten  the  edg^es  of  the  specimens.  The 
numbers  of  the  holes,  within  a  given  space, 
are  now  all -counted,  and  we  classify  our 
specimens  accordingly. 

The  gumming  of  adhesive  stamps  is  also  a 
point  worthy  of  examination.  Let  all  col- 
lectors avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  cleaning 
ofif  the  original  gum.  Our  own  experience 
is  that  at  times  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
mount  or  to  preserve  specimens  without 
doing  so ;  or  even  to  obtain  specimens  which 
have  the  original  gum  still  upon  them ;  but 
a8  far  as  is  practicable,  it  is  well  to  avoid 
putting  the  specimens  into  water,  except  for 
examining  the  texture  of  the  paper.  We 
cannot  at  this  moment  refer  to  it,  but  we 


well  recollect  seeing,  in  the  pages  of  this 
magazine,  a  letter  from  a  Goth,  containing  a 
receipt  for  cleaning  off  that  "  unsightly  pink 
gum  "  from  the  Hanoverian  stamps,  by  a  pro- 
cess of  soda  and  hot  water.  After  this  had 
been  done,  what  was  left  to  show  the  dif- 
ference between  the  originals  and  the  re- 
prints in  the  older  series,  or  to  show  the 
place  in  his  collection  for  the  later  series  ? 

Lastly,  for  the  purpose  of  study,  there  is 
nothing  like  the  aid  of  some  well-chosen 
obliterated  specimens.  When  gold-fields  in 
the  Confederate  States  are  being  daily  dis- 
covered ;  when  reprints  are  being  every  day 
foisted  on  collectors ;  when  dealers  in  stamps 
are  becoming  almost  as  clever  as  dealers  in 
pictures  by  old  masters — it  is  a  comfort  to 
a  collector  to  be  able  to  compare  his  speci- 
mens with  a  good  honestly  obliterated 
stamp.  To  a  certain  extent  the  successive 
modes  of  obliteration  adopted  in  n  country 
enable  us  also  to  arrive  at  some  approxi- 
mate idea  as  to  the  period  when  the  stamp 
was  current.  A  common  instance  of  this 
may  occur  to  everyone  in  the  case  of  the 
Maltese-cross  obliterating  mark  on  our  own 
early  stamps,  first  in  red  and  then  in  black. 
Dr.  Magnus,  in  his  classification  of  the  stamps 
of  Victoria,  found  tho  obliterating  marks  a 
most  important  guide  to  him  in  his  labours. 
It  is  true  that  such  marks  are  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon  exclusively,  for  we  have  our- 
selves found  a  threepence  of  the  current 
series  bearing  one  of  the  oldest  obliterations ; 
yet  an  exception  does  not  destroy  the  rule, 
and  none  can  deny  that  they  are  great  and 
essential  aids. 

After  this  introduction,  we  will,  in  our 
next  paper,  proceed  to  make  some  notes  on 
the  first  series  of  the  stamps  of  Austria. 


—  MeX' 


OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

[Emissions  noticed  in  the  present  Article  : 
ico — Japan — Hawaii — Morton  4f  ^O 

The  Philatelical  Journal — We  have  perused 
with  considerable  interest  an  able  paper  in 
the  May  number  of  this  journal,  on  the  sur- 
charging of  the  Mexican  stamps.  Papers 
like  this,  breaking  up  fresh  ground,  and  in 
which  fresh  subjects  are  ventilated,  give  ad- 
ditional interest  to  philately,  and  induce  col- 
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lectors  not  only  to  examine  their  own  spe- 
cimens, but  also  to  think  for  themselves. 
The  paper  in  question  is  evidently  the  work 
of  the  editor.  It  is  well  that  such  a  subject 
as  the  Mexican  stamps  should  have  been 
taken  up  by  so  experienced  a  philatelist,  and 
we  trust  it  is  not  the  last  paper  which  we 
shall  see  on  these  difficult  stamps  from  the 
same  source.  There  are  still  the  provisional 
Guadalajara  stamps,  and  the  types  of  the 
1868  series,  to  be  dealt  with. 

Perhaps  not  one  collector  in  twenty  ever 
gave  himself  the  trouble  to  think  what  the 
surcharging  on  the  Mexican  stamps  meant. 
The  great  mass  had,  doubtless,  some  floating 
idea  that  the  figures  had  something  to  do 
with  the  date  of  issue,  but  that  was  about 
all.  The  investigjations,  however,  of  the 
author  of  the  paper  in  The  Thilalelical 
Journal  point  out  their  true  object,  which 
no  doubt  was  the  establishment  of  an  ad- 
ministrative control  over  the  quantities 
employed. 

A  correspondent  has  forwarded  to  us 
some  notes  which  he  has  made  on  this 
paper,  and  we  are  sure  that  it  will  be 
gratifying  to  the  author  of  the  latter  to  find 
that  it  has  had  the  effect  of  drawing  the 
attention  of  other  philatelists  to  the  subject, 
and  producing  communications  from  them. 

Some  three  or  four  years  ago,  I  collected  togethtr  a 
consulcrable  number  of  Mexican  stamj)?,  and  am  able  to 
make  a  few  additions  to  the  lists  given  in  T/te  Fhilatelical 
Journal.  For  instance,  in  the  llidalgo  series,  the  follow- 
ing may  be  added  to  the  names  of  towns,  in  Roman 
capitals  at  the  side : — huejutla,  in  black  on  colour,  and 
colour  on  white ;  tialpujahua  ;  tixtlan,  oueureuo  ; 
and  TULA — colour  on  white  ;  and  victoria  de  tami».\8 
— a  contraotiou  for  Tamaulipas— black  on  colour;  the 
names  being  in  large  lloraau  capitals. 

AVith  regard  to  the  stamps  surcharged  Mexico,  I  have 
never  found  any  copies  of  tlie  firet  series,  colour  on  white, 
surcharged  in  block  capitals  or  Egyptian  type  ;  but  the 
series  black  on  colour  and  colour  on  colour  ai*e  found  sur- 
charged with  this  type,  in  two  sizes. 

In  the  eagle  series  it  seems  probable  that  the  figures 
were  not  printed  upon  those  first  issued,  for  many  copies 
are  found  without  figures,  especially  amongst  toe  o  der 
shades.  I  take  exception  to  the  mode  of  spelling 
cuBiiNAVACA ",  it  is  uot  spelt  "  Quemavaga,"  either  on 
the  stamps  or  on  the  French  map  of  Mexico.  I  could  add 
several  names  also  to  the  list  of  39,  given  by  The  Phila- 
telical  Journal ;  but  some  of  them— like  Fubanco—are 
to  be  found  on  the  stamp  but  not  on  the  map.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  during  the  French  occupation  many  small 
offices,  which  neither  before  nor  after  it  issued  stamps,  re  • 
ceived  their  supplies  from  head-quaiters ;  for  it  appears 
to  be  perfectly  clear  that  the  figures  were  printed  at  the 
head  issuing  *  ofiice,  and  that  those  preceding  the  date 


were  the  numbers  correnponding  in  the  books  with  the 
particular  dispatch  of  stamps.  For  example,  if  the  offiee 
at  Vera  Cruz  wanted  a  supply  of  1. 2,  and  4  rcales  stamps, 
these  sheets  would  all  be  stamped  at  the  head  office  with 
the  same  number,  and  in  the  books,  under  this  number, 
would  be  entered  so  many  sheets  of  1,  2,  and  4  reales, 
despatched  at  such  a  time  to  Vera  Cmz.  That  the  sur- 
charging of  the  stamps  with  the  figures  is  done  at  a  betd 
issuing  office  seems  to  be  evident  from  the  fact  mentioned 
by  the  author  of  the  paper,  that  during  the  early  part  of 
1864  the  surcharged  ngures  were  in  heavy  block  ^pe,  and 
later  on  the  figures  are  ordinary  Roman  ;  and  ne  men- 
tions finding  that  this  change  took  jplace  between  the 
numbers  177  and  183.  I  find  that  I  To  was  a  dispatch  to 
Tula,  179  to  Puebla.  both  in  the  heavy  type,  and  that 
180  was  a  dispatch  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  Boman  type,  which 
was  then  employed  for  all  future  dispatchea  ;  for  thot^  I 
have  not  a  copy  of  181,  yet  I  have  182,  and  many  subse- 
quent numbers,  all  in  ordinary  Boman  type.  That  the 
number  was  not  peculiar  to  one  value,  is  evident  from  the 
circumstance  of  dififerent  values  being  found  stamped 
with  the  same  name  and  with  the  same  figures. 

Before  the  stamps  were  issued  to  the  public,  they  were 
stamped  ^ith  the  name  of  the  issuing  office:  but  it  is 
evident  that  not  un  frequently  this  was  omitted.  Some 
offices  seem  also  to  have  been  unprovided  with  the 
necessary  stamp,  as  I  have  found  the  name,  in  more  than 
one  case,  written  upon  the  stamp.  I  do  not  see  that  mudi 
notice  need  be  taken  as  to  whetner  the  name  was  ftaroped 
on  the  side,  the  bottom,  or  the  top.  It  ia  ordinarily  at 
the  side ;  but  there  are  many  variations  from  the  list,  as 
given  in  T/ie  Fhilatelical  Journal, 

The  question,  then,  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  figunw 
surcharged  on  these  stamps  is,  1  think,  pretty  clearly 
solved,  but  the  raison  d'etre  of  the  names  does  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  so  ea<«y  of  solution.  At  one  time  the  author 
of  the  paper  cam  them  the  "  names  of  towns  or  dis- 
tricts;" at  another,  the  "name  of  state.**  If ,  by  the 
latter  expression  he  means  the  provinces  which  make  up 
the  Mexican  republic,  I  think  he  is  wrong,  as  there  are 
man^  names  in  the  lists  which  are  not  the  names  of 
provnices,  nor  even  of  departments.  According  to  the 
statistical  tables  of  M.  Garcia  y  Cubas,  publt^died  in 
Mexico  in  1870,  the  country  is  divideJi  into  27  states. 
In  every  one  of  these  states  the  name  of  one  town  at 
least  is  represented  on  the  stamps,  and  in  some,  two. 
three,  or  more.  Does  not  this  point  rather  to  a  specie*  of 
postal  district,  some  pai-ticular  town  in  which  is  the  seat 
of  the  office  deriving  its  supplies  from  head-quarters,  and 
with  which  the  head  office  keeps  its  account,  and  whkh 
in  ils  turn  supplies  the  wants  of  the  particular  district  ? 

When  the  Maximilian  series  was  issued — although  this 
took  place  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1866— yet  a  firedi 
series  of  numbers  was  printed  upon  them,  no  longer  on  tlie 
side,  but  at  the  top  of  the  stamp.  The  lithographed  series 
was  probably  issued  in  July,  for  though  I  have  a  copy  ^ 
the  12  cents,  numbered  3,  yet  the  earliest  number  whichl 
have  with  a  dated  postmark  is  numbered  issued  as  12, 
and  postmarked  August  2.  The  engraved  series  was  a 
continuation  of,  and  issued  in  conjunction  with,  thelltho* 
graphed  series.  The  earliest  specimen  of  the  engraved 
series  which  I  have  is  numbered  112—66;  the  latest  ia 
that  year,  139  ;  and  I  have  a  lithographed  copy  of  the  7 
cent.*  also  bearing  this  latter  date. 

My  notes  arc  already  growing  too  lone,  and  I  will 
therefore  only  make  a  lew  remarks  upon  the  list  of  the 
1863  series.  I  have  found  neither  15  nor  32.  My  copy  of 
the  27  is  also  illegible.  Number  29  is  Tula  de  Tampas- 
80  called,  I  suppose,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  other  Tula 
in  the  province  of  Mexico— and  34  is  Maravatio.    Why 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


101 


Gaadalajara  should  hare  had  two  numbers  ia  an  enigma. 
I  find  copies  dated  '69,  numbered  41,  but  no  successor  to 
its  earlier  number  3.  Jalapa  is  also  numbered  44,  instead 
of  14 ;  I  take  this  to  be  an  error  of  the  printer,  in  using 
a  4  for  a  1 ;  neyertheless,  it  is  an  unmistakablo  4. 

The  new  issue  seems  to  brin^  in  a  new  series  of  check 
figures,  though  Mexico  is  still  No.  1 ;  yet  I  see,  from  Tlie 
FhUaUlUt,  that  Vera  Cruz  is  No.  70.  AVo  shall  soon 
have  enough  and  to  spare  of  Mexican  stamps.  The  41 
numbers  do  not  exhaust  the  varieties  of  the  1868  series.. 
If  anyone  thinks  so,  let  him  study  the  tigtircs  of  2,  for 
instance,  on  the  12  ceutavos,  andf  he  will  see  that  in 
Mexico  they  know  at  least  half-a-dozen  different  ways  of 
making  that  figure. 

It  will  be  seen  that  our  correspondent 
agrees  with  the  author  of  the  paper  in  The 
Pliilatelical  Journal,  when  he  says  that  the 
system  of  varying  the  numbers  on  the  eagle 
series  "evidently  pointed  to  some  plan  for 
checking  the  quantities  issued."  With  that, 
we  think,  all  the  interest  of  the  figures  ends, 
except  so  far  as  they  may  tend  to  fix  the 
date  of  any  changes  in  the  colours  of  the 
impressions.  As  for  the  additional  disfigure- 
ment caused  by  stamping  the  name  of  the 
town  upon  the  stamp,  the  only  interest  wo 
can  see  in  the  difference  between  a  stamp 
purchased  at  the  office  in  Vera  Cruz,  and 
one  purchased  in  Puebla,  is  pretty  much  the 
same  interest  as  between  a  penny  stamp 
purchased  in  Bath,  and  another  purchased 
in  Bristol. 

Of  the  remaining  contents  of  the  May 
number,  the  only  article  calling  for  special 
remark  is  that  of  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Earee,  on 
"Japanese  Stamps  and  Numerals,"  which  is 
exceedingly  interesting.  It  exposes  the 
inaccuracies  of  the  paper  published  in  the 
March  number  of  Le  Tlmhre-Foste  on  the 
same  subject.  According  to  the  latter,  the 
Japanese  stamps  should  be  mounted  with 
the  dragon's  head  downwards.  This  struck 
us  at  the  time  as  a  very  droll  inversion,  but 
we  bowed  to  the  authority  of  the  foreign 
journal,  and  contented  ourselves  with  chro- 
nicling its  statement.  Mr.  Earee  now  says 
that  the  numerals  which  illustrated  the 
article  in  Le  Tlmbre-Poste  were  all  upside 
down,  and  the  argument  derived  from  their 
position  is  conclusively  refuted.  He  then 
gives  a  series  of  engravings  of  the  numerals 
aa  they  should  bo  written,  and  accompanies 
it  with  a  very  lucid  explanation.  The 
arithmetical  system  of  the  Japanese  is  ex- 
ceedingly cumbrous,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 


fact,  that  to  express  the  number  259,  they 

must  employ  five  of  their  figures,  disposed 

one  under  the  other,  in  the  following  order. 

2 


100 


5 


10 

9J 


h 


I.e.,  100  X  2  +  10  X  5  +  9  =  259 


'(. 


"  Fancy,"  says  the  author  of  the  paper,  "a 
compound  long-division  sum  in  Japanese!" 

The  article  on  "  Novelties  "  is  replete  with 
information ;  and  in  the  continuation  of  his 
article  on  the  Hawaiian  emissions,  Mr.  Atlee 
demonstrates  that  the  figure  stamps  form  a 
provisional  series  issued  for  local  postage,  and 
are  not,  as  had  been  supposed,  unpaid-letter, 
or  additional  postage  stamps.  The  "  Cream  of 
the  Magazines"  and  the  "Reviews"  are  both 
very  readable,  but  why  the  discussion  of  the 
contents  of  contemporary  papers  should  be 
inserted  under  two  different  headings,  we 
cannot  understand.  As  a  general  rule, 
reviews  are  supposed  to  extend  to  new 
publications  only. 

The  Plulatelist  for  May  is  principally  re- 
markable for  a  paper,  by  "  Warden,"  on  "The 
Stamps  of  Saint  Domingo,"  which  forms  the 
first  attempt  at  the  establishment  of  a  dis- 
criminative catalogue  of  the  perplexing 
emissions  of  that  republic.  We  doubt  not 
but  that  our  readers  will  thank  us  for 
having  transferred  this  article  bodily  to  the 
columns  of  our  present  number.  Both  the 
May  and  June  numbers  contain  instalments 
of  "A  Parisian  Collector's"  monograph  on 
"The  Envelopes  of  Germany,  "and  Mr.  Atlee's 
"  Spud  Papers."  In  the  latter,  the  forgeries 
of  Brunswick  and  Uruguay  are  carefully 
treated,  the  descriptions  being  accompanied, 
as  usual,  by  specimens  of  the  counterfeits 
themselves.  The  editor  continues  to  dis- 
course on  telegraph  stamps,  and  is  gradually 
forming  a  descriptive  list,  which  will  prove 
of  great  value  to  all  who  intend  forming 
a  collection  of  these  semi-postal  labels.  We 
hope  the  learned  author  will  publish  the 
list  as  a  separate  work  when  complete ; 
nothing  would  give  such  a  fillip  to  the  col- 
lection of  telegraph  stamps  as  the  possession 
of  a  catalogue. 

Le    Timhre-Poste. — The    May    and    June 
numbers  present  very  few  noticeable  features. 
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The  former  contains  an  article  on  the  Morton 
stamps  ;  bat  the  documentary  evidence 
which  was  to  establish  their  lack  of  value  is 
not  forthcoming.  The  editor  confines  him- 
self to  the  endeavour  to  prove  that  they  are 
simply  the  frnits  of  a  speculation  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Panoponlo.  He  establishes,  at 
best,  but  a  suspicion  against  the  stamps.  Mr. 
Panoponlo  evidently  desires  to  push  the  sale 
of  them,  but  such  desire  is  not  incompatible 
with  the  hypothesis  of  their  genuineness 
as  a  postal  emission.  The  fact  is  that  very 
few  locals  are  entirely  free  from  the  taint  of 
speculation.  When  we  find  that  the  officials 
of  various  state  post-offices — those  of  iiawaii, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Ac. — engage  in  the  sale  of 
obsolete  stamps, — when  we  find  also  that  the 
stock  of  old  German  stamps  was  disposed  of 
*'  at  a  sacrifice  " — we  need  not  be  surprised 
if  the  director  of  a  private  office  seeks  to 
augment  his  or  its  revenue  by  vending  its 
emissions  en  masse  to  collectors.  We  should 
certainly  think  more  of  the  Morton  stamps 
if  they  were  not  put  up  for  sale  in  this  way, 
but  we  see  no  reason  to  question  their  being 
really  in  use,  and  in  this  connection  we 
cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  nearly  two 
years  ago  we  received  a  letter  from  a  cor- 
respondent at  Constantinople  announcing 
the  emission  and  enclosing  specimens.  Fur- 
ther independent  testimony  would  certainly 
strengthen  the  case  in  their  favour,  but  M. 
Moens'  strictures  are  but  slightly  justified 
by  his  arguments.  He  states  that  specimens 
of  the  first  round  type,  that  without  steamer, 
are  made  by  sticking  a  bit  of  paper  over  the 
steamer,  above  the  word  franco  ;  and  that 
specimens  of  the  second  round  type,  that 
with  steamer,  are  made  by  that  part  of  the 
stamp  being  left  uncovered  ;  for,  ho  says, 
many  of  the  specimens  of  the  first  type  show 
traces  of  parts  of  the  steamer  which  have 
been  imperfectly  covered.  This  we  know, 
from  another  source,  to  be  the  fact,  and  it  is 
not  a  very  reputable  one ;  but  wo  must,  in 
justice,  say  we  have  seen,  and  still  possess, 
specimens  of  the  first  type,  innocent  of  any 
traces  of  the  apposition  of  a  piece  of  paper. 
M.  Moens  objects  also  that  no  trace  of  gam  is 
found  on  the  backs  of  these  circular  stamps, 
bat  the  same  objection  would  tell  with  equal 
force  against  any  recognized  genuine  stamp 


which  was  not  gummed.  Let  it  be  under- 
stood, we  do  not  impugn  M.  Moens'  motive 
in  questioning  the  character  of  these  stamps, 
nor  do  we  set  ourselves  up  as  their  defenders. 
We  are  as  desirous  as  be  can  be  of  ascer- 
taining exactly  what  they  are  worth;  but 
before  relaxing  our  belief  in  their  authenticity, 
wo  must  have  some  stronger  evidence  than 
he  brings  forward.  Perhaps  the  truth  is, 
that  prepayment  in  Morton  stamps,  of  letters 
sent  over  the  Morton  line,  is  merely  optional 
In  the  June  number,  Sonor  M.  P.  de 
Figaeroa  seeks  to  explain  the  presence  of 
French  stamps  and  a  French  postmark  on  a 
letter  from  Cuba.  He  argues  that  the 
French  consuls  in  Cuba  probably  act  as 
packet  agents,  and  forward  letters  prepaid 
with  French  stamps.  The  editor,  io  a  foot- 
note, states  that  he  has  been  informed  that 
letters  brought  from  Cuba  by  the  French 
packet  are  not  prepaid  at  the  consrdate,  as 
Senor  de  Figueroa  supposes,  but  on  board 
the  boat  itself,  to  which  the  public  have  to 
carry  their  letters. 


NEWLY-ISSUED    OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Mexico. — It  turns  out,  as  we  had  suspected, 
that  the  new  series  numbers  among  its 
values  a  6  centavos  and  a  100  centavos. 
The  G  c.  is  distinguished  from  the  other  four 
values  by  the  word  of  value  reading  from 
the  top  downwards,  instead  of  from  the 
bottom  upwards,  as  on  the  other  stamps. 
This  value  is  printed  a  pale  yellowish  green. 
The  100  centavos  is  in  lilac ;  the  12  c.  (which 
has  the  denomination  on  the  rigid  side,  in- 
stead of  on  the  lefl,  as  in  the  other  values)  is 
found  in  blue  and  dark  blue,  and  the  26  c. 
in  pale  red  and  vermilion.  We  felt  some 
doubt  last  month  as  to  the  effigy  being  that 
of  Juarez;  and  our  scepticism  has  been 
shared  by  our  confreres^  one  of  whom  hints 
that  it  may  really  be  that  of  Hidalgo.  On 
the  whole,  however,  whilst  admitting  that 
the  portrait  has  something  monk-like  about 
it,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  it  to  be  that  of 
Juarez.  It  will  not  do  to  attach  too  nrach 
importance  to  a  fancied  clerical  air,  and  there 
is  no  special  reason  for  supposing  that  the 
change  of  emission  would  lead  to  a  change 
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ID  the  e!6gy ;  moreoTor,  the  portrait  of 
Juarez  on  the  preceding  aericB  is  bardljr  less 
ecclesiBstical  in  appearance  than  that  on  the 
Dew  comers. 

The  editor  of  Le  Timbre-Potie  has  received 
some  unased  50  centavos  yellow,  gf  the  186H 
type,  Bnrcbai^ed  with  the  word  anotado, 
in  round  band,  in  black.  He  BnggeetB  that 
it  may  be  &  mark  placed  by  the  admini- 
stration npon  the  gennine  stamps  to  dis- 
tingnish  them  from  forgeries  concocted  in 
Mexico:  tfais  we  venture  to  doabt,  bearing 
in  mind  that  the  Colombian  stamp,  with  let- 
ter A  (signifiying  anotitdo)  in  centre,  is  need, 
according  to  some,  aa  an  unpaid  letter,  and, 
according  to  others,  as  a  registration  stamp. 
Russu. — The  stamped  post  cards,  of  which 
we  annoanced  the  emission,  made  their  ap- 
pearance pnnctnally  at  the  promised  date — 
the  let  May,  and  we  now  pre- 
sent an  illustration  of  the  im- 
k  pressed  design  which  they 
ft  bear  on  the  right  upper  cor- 
I  ner.  The  cards  are  of  the 
f  same  size  as  the  unstamped 
one,  bat  they  appear  at  first 
sight  to  be  larger.  The  avail- 
able space  is  augmented  to  the  extent  of 
quite  a  centimetre  each  way,  by  carrying  the 
border  nearly  to  the  edge  of  the  card  ;  thus 
room  has  been  found  to  increase  the  number 
of  lines  destined  to  receive  the  address  from 
five  to  six.  The  design  is  an  entirely  new 
one,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  imperial 
annn,  ia  the  left  upper  cocner,  which  appear 
to  be  a  transfer  from  the  unstamped  card. 
The  border  is  of  a  mnch  lighter  pattern,  and 
a  graceful  inner  fram^  has  been  added.  Tho 
Russian  inscription,  signifying  cobbgsfond- 
KKCB  CARD,  is  in  very  bold  typo,  more  than 
double  the  siice  of  the  same  inscription  on  the 
noslamped  emission.  On  the  3  kop.,  below 
this  inscription,  are  the  words — /or  the  town ; 
and  on  the  5  kop,  iu  the  same  place— :^r  the 
countrji.  The  former  also  bears  a  notice,  to 
the  effect  that  it  is  intended  for  the  town 
only,  and  may  be  thrown  into  the  letter- 
boxes for  delivery  by  any  of  the  town  offices; 
whilst  the  latter  has  a  birailarly  worded 
notice,  to  the  effect  that  the  card  may  be  for- 
warded through  any  post-office  in  the  empire. 
The  printer's  address,  iu  a  slightly  abbrevi- 


ated form,  is  inserted  in  the  border  itself, 
instead  of  being  below,  as  in  the  unstamped 
cards.  The  colour  of  the  cards  sent  us  by 
our  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  is  a  pale 
grey,  though  M.  Moens  quotes  tho  emdBsion 
as  being  on  white.  The  H  kop.  is  printed  of 
a  reddish-brown ;  the  5  kop.,  of  a  deep 
chrome-green.  The  inscriptions  on  the 
back  are  precisely  tbo  same  aa  on  the  first- 
issued  card. 

The  Bolginn  paper  notes  the  arrival  of  the 
1,  3,  5,  10,  and  20  hop.  adhesives  on  verti- 
cally and  horizontally  laid  paper,  with  un- 
dulations in  watermark.  It  also  states  that 
the  10  kop.  envelope  now  has  the  stamp 
struck  on  the  right,  instead  of  the  left. 

Russian  Locals. — The  June  number  of  I.e 
Timbre-P^ele  conlniiis  notices  of  two  entirely 
new  lucalfl,  engravings  of  two  older  ones  de- 
scribed in  our  list,  and  a  valuable  analysis 
of  the  Bogorodsk  type.  We  will  take  the 
two  novelties  first,  and  then  proceed  with  tho 
notice  of  the  others. 

Cherson     (Cherson).— 
R  I?    This  new    stamp   may  be 

i,  \]    described    as    the    second 

seen  from  a  distunce.  It 
is  simply  n  reduced  copy 
of  its  predecessor.  It  is 
perforated  12j,  and  printed 


SI 


Ikowiilzi     (  Moscow). — 
This,  like  the  Charkoff,  noticed  and  engraved 
in  our  February  number,  seems  to  be  model- 
led ou  tho  design  of  the 
first  type  of  the  Bogorodsk, 
wbicb    is    not    surprising 
when  wo  consider  thnt  it 
comes  from  the  same  gov- 
ernment  as   the  latter — 
that  of  Moscow.     In  the 
size,  the  corner  numerals, 
the  serrated  outer  border, 
and  the  shape  of  the  in- 
scribed oval,  there  is  a  great  resemblance  to 
the  Bogorodsk  ;  but  in  place  of  an  armorial 
design  we  get  a  plain  figure  of  value  in  the 
centra.     The  inscription  signifies  kuiial  i'ost 

OF  TUB  BBOXNrrZI  UISTRTCT.  The  improHsion 
is  in  bright  vermilion.  The  tHiim/t-d'jlleclora 
Joiimnl  describes  this  design  as  emnnaling 
from  lijrovitclii,  whiuh  must  be  a  mistake. 
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Kolomna  (Moscow).— This  stamp  is  rough- 
ly perforated  7'^  to  )^.  The 
design,  a  crowned  pillar  be- 
tween two  etnra, 


the    elacidatioQ    which 
vill    doubtless 


at 


obliging  correspond-    I 


The 


loloi 


newspaper  atamp,  when  tbe  latter  is  cot  oot 

of  the  band  on  which  it  is  printed.     A  1  aod  a 

10  kop.  were  chronicled  by  onr  correapond- 

ent  la«t  year  (p.  97),  bnt  have  not  yet  found 

tbeir  way  across. 

Tttb  i.—Adhaita.—S  kop.  blue.    10  kop.  yellixridi 

red.    On  piper  digbtly  blued. 

Enrthpa  (Cfiy'gD  inipnwed   a 


fact  of  its  I 
being  perfomted  is  dnly  noticed  in  our  list,  i 
vol.  ix.,  p.  97. 

Bm-ovitehl    (Novgorod). — Lozenge- shaped 
stamps  seem  to  be  pujiDlar  with  the  Russian 
local  antborities.      To   the 
Egoricff    and     the     Pskoff 
most  now  be  added  the  an- 
nexed design,  replacing  the 
qnaint      red- brown      typ« 
which     formed     the     first 
emission.     The   value   is  5 
kopecs;    the  impression  is 
in  black,  with  the  exception 
of  the  frame,  which  is  in  vermilion;  white 
paper. 

Biiiorod"?,-  (Moscow).— The  following  is 
M.  Moens'  analysis  of  lliree  types  issued  for 
this  district,  of  which  the  third  is  a  new  dis- 
covery, and  probably 


111 


Tvi-i 


elope- It  bj 

10  kop,  blue  and  tctt  pnle  blue,  on  ■bile 

wove  envelope ;  19  bj-  I3i  centimelrt*. 
B  3.  -  A  roughly  executed  lilhograph  of  the  wconJ 
l)j>c;  St.  George  much  Inrser,  and  lootini 

AtihtMivtt.—l   kop.    viotct-red,     )«le   ud 


fi  kop.  pale 


se  and  brorniah  tok. 


Tirs  I.— fikop.  blue:  6kop.  bright i-crmilinn,on»!ishtlj' 
jellowinh  tinted  white  puper. 

This  design,  in  both  colonrs,  has  been 
fonnd  by  M.  Mocns'  correspondent  to  exist 
also  on  newspaper  hands,  measuring  49 
centimetres  (20  inches !  )  of  which  U^  ceat. 
in  length  are  gummed.  As  the  stamps  are 
not  perforated,  and  the  design  impressed  on 
the  band  falls  on  that  portion  which  is  gum- 
med at  the  back,  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
moans  of  distinguishing  the  label  from  the 


SrEBRA  Leome. — We  have  now  the  pleasnra 
to  give  the  engraving  of  the 
new  shilling  stamp,   which    ^ 
reached  us  too  late  for  inser-    a 
tion  in  our  last  number.  p 

Portuguese  Indies. — ^The   % 
three      English      philatelic    3 
journals   are    severally    re-    ^ 
bnked  in  the  Jane  number  of  B 
Lh  Timhie-l'otte,  for  their  aina 
of  omission   or  commission,  in    connection 
with  their  notice  of   the    stamps  for  these 
colonies.     Our  own  transgresaion  conabted 
in  reading  M.   Moens'  atatenient    that   the 
stamps  were  perforated  IC  as  being  that  ihey 
were  postmarked  ll>,  and  we  willingly  make 
'   due  acknowledgment  of  our  error,  ns  it  told 
.  considerably  against  the  stamps,  which  we 
should    be  sorry  ^  condemn    without   due 
!  reason.     Their  introducer  now  states  that  all 
the  specimens  he  has  seen  are  postmarked 
',   No.  1,  and  that  the  c  in  servico  should  be 
,   written  with  a  cedilla.      Our  Birmingham 
contemporary  seems  inclined  to  place  faith 
in  those  stamps. 

Cevlos. — We  find,  in  the  current  number 
of  The  American  Journal  of  Philaldy,  n 
coloured  illustration  of  a  Cingalese  post  card 
which  has  just  made  its  appearance,  and 
evidences  the  intention  of  the  island  postal 
authorities  not  to  do  things  by  halves.  The 
design  of  the  new  2  cents  adhesive  (a  value 
which,  it  raust  be  remembered,  equals  only 
an  English  halfpenny)  is  impressed  in  the 
right  upper  corner.  The  inscriptions  run- 
ning across  the  card  are   diBp<«ed   in    the 
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same  manner  as  those  od  the  English  oneii ; 
first  POST  CAKD,  then  tbo  royal  arms,  and  then 

— THB  ADDRESS  OSLY  TO  B8  WBITTEX  ON  THIS 
S[DB.  A  brond  mnrginal  frame  \  is  nearly 
filled  with  inscriptions  in  Cingalese  and 
Tamil ;  the  spaces  on  either  side  of  these  in- 
scriptions being  occupied  with  gracefnl 
foliate  ornaments.  The  directions  are  re- 
peated in  the  same  langnages  at  the  back, 
and  on  the  reverse  lefl  hand  side  are  the 

words,   LBTTBR  TO   BE    WRITTEN  ON    THIS   SIDE. 

The  impression  is  in  lilac,  on  a  bnff  card  of 
about  the  same  shade. 

WuKTEUDURO. — We  have  omitied  to  men- 
tion that  this  country  on  the  Ist  January 
last  issued  a  stamped  wrapper  for  printed 
matler,  bearing  an  impression  from  the  die 
of  the  1  kr.  adhesive,  and  surrounded  by 
a  dotted  line,  coloured  green  in  places,  and 
formed,  apparently,  by  the  s  perforating 
"mle,"  which  here  and  there  nearly  pierces 
Ihe  paper.  A  broad  band  of  green  rnns  lon- 
gitudinally on  either  side  of  the  wrapper. 

Prinoi  Edward  Island. — The  list  of  va- 
lues of  the  new  series,  which  we  gave  in 


April,  partly  from  ocular  inspection,  and 
partly  relying  On  the  information  given  by  a 
magazine  whose  pretentions  to  accaracy  are 

?)nera]ly  known — The  American  Journal  of 
hSateh/ — requires  correction,  and  some  ad- 
ditions have  also  to  bo  made  to  it.  The 
corrected  list  now  reads  as  follows,  but  it 
nay  require  further  amendment : 
One     cent      orange-red,  yellow-orange. 


Two 

blue. 

Three 

,        rose. 

Foap 

,         jellowish  green 

Six 

black. 

Tea 

rosy  lilac.  (?) 

Twelve 

Wo  annex  engravings  of  the  4,  6,  and  10 


cents.      The  designs,  in  onr  opinion,  show 
some  slight  improvement  on  those  of  the  one 
and  three  cents ;  they  are 
not  so  repulsively  coarse. 
The  two  cents  also,  which 
we  have  received  too  late 
to  permit  of  our  engraving 
it  in  time  for  the  present 
number,  is  more  snccess- 
ful.      Its  design  consists 
of  the  Queen's  head,  on 
a  solid  elongated  upright 
oval  disk,  enclosed  in  a  narrow  dotted  frame, 
above  which,  in  a  well-drawn  arch,  following 
the  line  of  the  oval,  and  descending  about 
mid-way  down  the  stamp,  is  the  inscription, 
in    white    letters — prince     Edward     island 
POSTAGE.     The  upper  angles  have  good  sized 
square  disks,  bearing  the  numeral  of  value, 
and   the  value   and    numerals    occupy  the 
lower  margin,  as  in  the  other  types.     The 
colour  is  nltramarine  blue.     The  portraitof 
the  Queen  is  evidently  a  rough  but  pretentions 
copy  of  one  of  the  l3o  la  Hue  profiles.     The 
twelve  cents,  first  noticed  by  The  Philalelical 
Journal,  has  the  portrait  of  the  Queen  in  an 
ornamental  circle,  the  inscription  in  an  arch 
above,  numerals  in  upper  angles,  and  the 
valae  in  lower  margin.     The  colour  of  the 
specimen  from  which  our  contemporary  de- 
scribes— rosy  lilac — is  also  that  quoted  for 
the  10  c.  in  Le  Timlre-poeie.    but  as  it  is 
hardly  likely  that  the  same  colour  wonld  be 
given  to  both  stamps,  there  is  some  mistake 
— probably  the  result  of  a  slip  of  the  pen,  on 
the  part  of  the  Belgian  magazine. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor,  of  Boston  (U.S.),  volun- 
teers the  information  that  the  designs  are  not 
the  work  of  a  Prince  Edward  Islander,  but 
of  a  Londoner,  named  Whiting;* 

Denmark. — The  postal  anthorities,  says 
M.  Uoens,  have  it  in  contemplation  to  print 


[*  It  is  well  knavn  that  all  (he  etampa  at  PnncB 
Edward  Inland,  including  the  pnwnt  na  wtl[  aa  poit 
iwucB,  aro  produccdinthBoWiVriofMr.Charles  Whiting, 
tho  well  knowD  prinUr  of  Iti-BUfort  Uoate,  LondoD  ;  and 
IxarinE  in  mind  the  bcautj  ut  the  numernu*  raatya  a/ 
Great  Britain  wliich  emanutvd  from  Ike  ume  Hlabliih- 
mcnt  jears  ago,  wo  are  induwd  to  conjecture  that  the 
limitations  oC  colonial  cipi'ndilurc  may  have  something 
to  do  with  this  undoubtod  inferiaiity  in  deaign  of  these 

imps.    That  flno  engraving  is  cxpen  ' 
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their  stamps  in  aniline  colours,  like  those  of 
Russia,  to  prevent  the  erasure  of  the  oblite- 
rations, and  the  employment  a  second  time 
of  stamps  which  have  passed  through  the 
post.  Stamped  wrappers,  value  2  sk.,  Iiear- 
ing  the  same  design  as  the  adhesive  2  sk., 
but  printed  entirely  of  a  light  blue,  have  just 
been  issued.  They  are  about  14  in.  long  by 
3 1  in.  wide,  and  have  a  blue  border  running 
lengthwise. 

United  States. — A  registration  stamp  of 
an  entirely  novel  character  has  just  been  is- 
sued ;  in  form  it  is  an  upright  rectangle, 
measuring  about  3  inches  by  1|  broad; 
printed  on  plain  unwatermarked  paper ;  of  a 
pale  green  colour;  perforated  12,  as  the  rest 
of  the  United  States  stamps. 

The  legend  is  united  states  of  America  ; 

POST  OFFICE    DEPARTMENT,   REGISTERED,  with  a 

circular  space,  rather  larger  than  a  half- 
crown  in  the  middle,  inscribed,  stamp  herb, 
DATE  AND  PLACE  OF  MAILING.  The  ground- 
work is  formed  of  plain  engine-turning,  in 
lines,  producing  no  particular  effect.  The 
value  is  not  stated  on  its  face.  The  Ameri* 
c-an  Journal  of  Philately  first  noticed  this 
stamp. 

Sooth  African  Republic — We  have 
official  authority  for  stating,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fraudulent  employment  of  the 
dies  of  the  present  issue  by  the  printer,  in 
conjunction  with  the  person  named  Enterlein, 
recently  referred  to  in  these  pages,  a  fresh 
series  will  probably  be  prepared  after  the 
new  president,  Mr.  T.  F.  Burgers,  is  sworn 
in — a  ceremony  which  takes  place  this  1st 
instant.  The  designs  are  not  definitively 
decided  on,  but  of  the  two  values  which  it  is 
proposed  to  issue  first — viz.,  the  penny  and 
sixpence — one  will  probably  bear  the  likeness 
of  the  new  president^  and  the  other  will  show 
two  ostriches — a  reference  to  ostrich  feathers, 
which  are  largely  exported  from  the  repub- 
lic. It  is  intended  to  employ  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company  to  execute  the  designs ; 
and  the  colours  and  values  of  the  four 
stamps,  which  will  form  the  complete  series, 
will  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  emission 
now  in  use. 

St.  Thomas  and  Prince. — The  20  reis 
comes  over  of  a  dark  bistre,  and  the  25  reis  is 
at  present  issued  in  vermilion. 


Spain. — The  2  milesimas  is  now  printed  on 
thick  paper  of  a  deep  buff  colour,  and  the 
1  mil.  has  likewise  changed  its  paper,  and  is 
issued  on  rose-pink. 

German  Empire. — The  |  gr.  adhesive  has 
now  made  its  appearance  printed  of  a  dull 
yellowish  orange. 

Holland. — ^New  postage  stamps  are,  it  is 
said,  on  the  point  of  being  issued  for  this 
kingdom. 

Roumania. — The  5  bani  perf.  now  comes 
over  printed  a  light  red  and  dull  carmine. 


THE   STAMPS   OF  ST.  DOMINGO. 

BT  WARDEN. 

(Reprinted  from  The  FhUatelise). 

"Jampudet:  et  timeo    .... 
Oflensos  videar  ne  meruisse  deoe." — Cydippt  Agoniio. 

The  island  of  St.  Domingo  (or  Haiti)  is 
divided  into  two  republics  :  the  eastern  two- 
thirds  of  the  island,  St.  Domingo;  the 
western  one-third,  Haiti.  The  former  only 
has  issued  stamps, — -pace  S.  A.  Taylor  and 
his  25  c.  Haiti,  so  deftly  set  afloat, — and 
with  these,  after  much  hesitation,  we  propose 
to  deal.  At  present,  we  are  unable  to  give 
the  exact  dates  of  the  different  issues  or  va- 
rieties ;  but  in  a  mail  or  two  we  hope  to  hear 
that  the  search  instituted  by  an  energetic 
correspondent  for  official  decrees  has  proved 
successful.  In  the  following  list,  all  that  is 
attempted  is  to  give  a  description  of  such 
stamps  as  are  known  to  us,  and  to  arrange 
them,  as  far  as  our  data  allow,  in  chrono- 
logical order,  if  only  we  can  provoke 
discussion  of  the  subject,  something  will  be 
gained;  and  then,  perhaps,  facts  may  be 
brought  to  light,  which  will  enable  some 
competent  writer  to  construct  a  cosmos  out 
of  the  chaos  which  we  are  powerless  to 
reduce  to  order.  Much  as  we  should  like  to 
be  able  to  adopt  the  excellent  arrangement  of 
types,  species,  and  varieties,  applied  so  suc- 
cessfully to  the  stamps  of  Western  Australia 
by  Mr.  Pemberton,  to  do  so  is  out  of  the 
question  in  the  present  case,  owing  to  our 
ignorance.  So  long  as  the  normal  colours  of 
the  upright  rectangular  series  are  unknown, 
— if  indeed  there  is  anything  normal  about  it, 
— that  is  impossible ;  and  much  as  we  regret 
it,  we  can  do  no  better  than  as  follows : — 
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Shield  bearing  arms  of 
placed 


Type  I.     1862-4. 
the  republic 

Tertically  to  right,  reading 
dowDwards  ;  value  in  italift, 
to  letl,  reading  upwards ;  all 
within  a  Bingle-line  frame. 
Black  impression  on  coloared 
paper;  nnperforated;  sqnare. 

On  thin  hard  tcovt  paprr  : 

Mediaml  pink. 

Type  II.  I8G5.  Shield 
as  in  I.,  CORREOS  to  right; 
raloe  in  Roman  Icftersjto 
left,  both  reading  down- 
wards ;  all  within  a  wave- 
line  frame.  Black  impres- 
sion on  colonred  paper ;  tin- 
perforated  i  sqnare. 

On  Ifirf  paper : 

pils  green. 


Medio  ml 

Unreal 

Uarnl 

Typo  III.     \i 
charged 


pale  brown  (f  diwoloration). 

and  still  cnrrent.    Shield 
bnt    smaller,    between 


branches  tied  belcwi  ribbon 
abo7e,  inscribed  Dioa  Palria 
LiberUid  ;  ribbon  below,  with- 
ODt  motto;  COBBEOB  in  straight  1; 
label  at  top ;  value  in  words 
in  similar  label  at  bottom ;  all 
within  doable-line  frame,  up- 
right reotangnlar ;  nnperfo- 
nted. 

(A)  BUck 


pale  pink, 
pale  iaimon. 
Dale  giej. 

pale  green. 

drab.' 
yellow.. 


On  peltirt  piper,  txirs  Mn  : 

1S68  Medio  real  bloe-liUc. 

Ifc69      „       „  BTojish  drab. 

On  piper  ualtrmarktd  leiih  diaper  of  jUwt-de-lU  : 
1S6S  Un  ml  green. 

1866  Un  real  '        blue. 

„      Unreal  blue  {Unrtal  as  Ihaugh 

one  word). 


1869  Un  real 
On  laiH  paper : 
1866  Un  r«al 


waler'green. 
green. 


On  ptluit  paper  - 

(?)  1866  Un  real  pale  m*n. 

1S67         „  pale  lavender. 

II  i>  light  blue. 


On  laid  paper : 

(>)  t86S  DN  r 
On  ptlurt  paper  : 


•ilinon. 


pale  drab, 
pale  piiik. 

■alnian. 


1  = 


(b)  Colour  on  colour. 
On  I9DM  piper: 

1S71  Media  real  blue  on  pink. 

This  last-named  stamp  ia  fonnd  both  light 
and  dark  bine,  and  on  both  light  and  deep 
pink  paper,  and  has  cobbbob  and  valne  in 
black  letters.  M.  Moens  annonnoes  also  one 
on  magenta,  bnt  from  copies  received  a  few 
days  since,  we  incline  to  call  them  deep  pink. 
The  contrast  between  the  bine  and  pink  tends 
to  give  the  latter  an  apparently  magenta  hue. 

ft  ia  highly  probable  that  some  of  the  fore- 
going  shades  are  the  result  of  exposure ;  bnt 
since  such  shades  andonbtedly  exist,  it  has 
been  thought  best,  in  a  tentative  p^*er,  to 
enumerate  them.  The  only  stamps  issued 
with  gum,  we  believe  to  be  the  Medio  real 
(bine-lilac),  the  Un  real  (pale  lavender),  and 
the  UH  real  green,  on  wove.  Of  the  wove 
paper  VV  real  deep  blue  and  salmon,  we, 
antoptically,  know  nothing,  but  include  them 
on  the  authority  of  M.  Moens.  The  rarest 
stamps  apparently  are  the  Medio  real 
(pelui-e),  very  bright  yellow,  and  the  Un  real 
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(on  watermarked  paper)  green.  This  last 
may,  }ioweTer,  prove  fairly  common,  as 
doubtless,  owing  to  the  indistinctness  of  the 
watermark,  tlie  peculiarity  has  escaped 
notice.  At  present,  we  only  know  of  two 
copies,' — one  in  the  Ph.  collection,  and  the 
other  in  that  of  the  editor  of  this  magazine. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  hare 
received  from  H.  B.  M.,  Conanl  at  Santo 
Domingo  n  letter,  dated  March  10,  187'2,  in 
wliich  he  says : — "  •  •  •  Since  my  estab- 
lishment in  this  country,  I  have  never  known 
any  other  postage  atampa  in  circulation  than 
those  which  iire  at  present  in  use.  I  have 
inquired  of  the  comptroller,  as  well  as  of  the 
postmaster,  end  neither  has  been  able  to 
aSurd  me  information  of  previous  issues. 
The  freqoent  changes  of  government,  aa  well 
as  of  postmasters,  render  it  well-nigh  im- 
possible to  get  at  the  facts ;  bnt,  according 
to  information  I  have  liad  from  old  inhab- 
itants, there  have  never  been  other  stamps 
than  those  now  in  nae,"  The  above  is  only 
another  instance  of  those  on  the  spot  being 
bitdly  posted  np  in  matters  which  foreigners 
have  long  been  acquainted  with.  An  ex- 
amples of  the  stamps  in  ase  at  the  date  of 
his  letter,  ho  encloses  the  Medio  real  blue  on 
pink,    and  the  on   real  green;    this   latter 


f|  passed  a 


We  append  an  illnstration  of  a  DOS  itEALES 
carmine,  introdoced  by  Mr.  Chate,  of  Boston, 
"  I  186?.  For  a  time  it 
)ng  collectors  as 
I  veritable  issue,  bnt  at 
I  length  proved  worthy  of 
its  sponsor.  As  far  aa  we 
are  aware,  that  gentleman 
has  not  hitherto  responded 
to  Mr.  Pembertou's  chal- 
lenge in  The  Stamp-Collec- 
tor's Magaxine  of  May,  1869,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  relative's  good  fortune  in  meeting 
with  the  Btamp.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Charles 
Dmmmond,  in  this  jonrnal  for  Jone,  18G7 
(written  in  support  of  the  then  recently- 
annonnced  novelty),  confesses  to  "  a  friend 
in  the  West-Indian  commission  business." 
What  splendid  fellows  these  new-world  phi- 
latelists are  !  Who  on  this  side  of  the  water 
would  have  hit  on  this  delicate  enphemism 
for  "  a  parreyor  of  Boston  humbugs  !  " 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 
Thb  Mosetaky  Ststeh  of  ihb  Dkccan.— 
"  In  the  Deocan  they  have  a  money  system, 
which  '  no  fellow  can  understand ;  '  I  can't, 
though  I  have  specimens  of  the  coinage  (?), 
—beginning  with  a  cowrie  (a  little  shell), 
and  a  cnbic  lamp  of  copper,  up  to  some  very 
beautiful  gold  coins — and  a  most  claborole 
table  for  calculating  exchange.      However, 


the  rapee  i 


!  thee 


I  the  t 


■npee, 


3  than  onr  rupee  ;  conseqnently,  the 
nnnn  and  the  half  anna  are  worth  less  than 
our  anna  and  half  anna." — F.  H.,  iLwlrns. 

Wb  have  received  a  communication  from 
that  philatelic  Ishmnel,  Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor,  in 
which  he  contests  our  argument  that  the 
Hawaiian  stamps  surcharged  si'ecimen  and 
CANCELLED,  respectively,  are  reprinted.  He 
states  that  he  has  made  certain  inquiries  on 
the  snbject,  and,  upon  the  authority  of  an 
old  resident  in  Honolulu,  he  informs  us  that 
there  are  bnt  three  printing- offices  in  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  none  of  which  jmssess 
copper-ploie  presses ;  "  consequently,  the  5  c 
or  13  c.  have  not  been  reprinted."  He  adds, 
"The  2  c.  is  a  lithograph,  and  there  is  no 
lithographic  press  in  Honoinlu,  or  elsewhere 
in  the  islands.  If  reprinted,  then  these 
plates  mnst  ha^e  been  conveyed  to  the 
United  States ;  and  the  most  probable  place 
in  which  to  have  the  reprinting  done,  would 
be  in  this  city  [Boston],  where  the  st4im|ia 
themselves  were  originally  executed.  Th* 
platee  have  not  been  li«re.  Is  it  impossible 
that  there  sbonid  be  any  'remainders'  in 
Hawaii:"'  The  writer  assures  ns  that  his 
statements  are  positively  true  and  correct  in 
every  particular,  and  wo  ars  inclined  to 
accept  them  as  such. 

SouGTHiNO  rich  in  the  way  of  albnms  is 
announced  by  the  BeitUche  Briefmarhm- 
Zeitung.  A  Iioipsic  collector — Mr.  B.  F- 
Albrecht — is  preparing  one,  of  which  only 
twenty  copies  will  be  printed,  price  £29  10«. 
each !  The  Gorman  magazine  gives  a  loeg 
list  of  its  promised  excellencies.  Space  is  to 
be  found  in  it  for  everything.  It  will 
necessarily  be  bnlky,  and  two  large  volomes 
will    not    be    too    many   for    its    intended 
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contents.  The  text  is  to  be  in  three  languages 
—English,  French,  and  Gei*man.  Paper 
and  all  accessories  are  to  be  of  unexceptional 
excellence.  The  list  of  the  subscribers' 
names  is  to  be  inscribed  on  the  fly-leaf.  If 
these  advantages  are  not  sufficient  to  induce 
moneyed  collectors  to  lay  out  150  thalers 
on  a  work  they  will  not  be  able  to  see  until 
it  is  finished,  then  we  would  recommend 
them  to  get  an  album  prepared  specially  for 
their  collections,  which  would  probably,  after 
all,  be  the  more  preferable  alternative. 
Although  it  is  not  intended  to  print  more 
than  twenty  copies,  the  projector  does  not 
say  whether,  in  the  event  of  getting  thirty 
applications,  he  would  decline  the  last  ten. 


When  The  Philatelist  informed  its  readers 
that  the  design  on  the  stamps  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  was  intended  to  represent  the 
**  Tree  of  Liberty,"  we  felt  some  doubt  as  to 
the  correctness  of  its  statement.  Our  incre- 
dality  has,  however,  vanished  before  the 
proofs  which  have  been  furnished  us  of  the 
true  signification  of  the  design.  On  the 
engravings  of  the  arms  of  the  state,  which 
adorns  its  Official  Gazette  and  Friend  news- 
paper, the  tree  is  surcharged  with  a  label 
bearing  the  word  vrtheid,  or  "Liberty." 
The  fruit  with  which  the  tree  on  the  stamps 
is  covered,  was  a  very  confusing  addition 
made  by  the  engraver  of  his  own  accord,  and 
he  is  therefore  responsible  for  the  general 
supposition  that  it  is  an  orange-tree.  There 
is  no  ground  for  arguing  that  the  fruit  is 
intended  to  represent  cannon-balls.  The 
three  pendants  are  **  powder-horns,  as  made 
and  iised  by  the  African  boers,  and  not  peace- 
fol  post-horns.  The  country  derives  its 
name  from  the  Orange  river,  and  not  from 
the  orange- tree  (which  does  not  thrive  there 
at  all),  as  the  engraver  must  have  supposed." 
Thus  says  our  obliging  informant,  the  Post- 
master-general of  the  South  African  Re- 
public. 

TflE   right    of  printing    and    forwarding 

through    the  post    private    post    cards,   is 

subject  to  the  reEtrictions  enumerated  in  the 

following  notice. 

PurvATB  Post  Cards. — The  postmaster-fj^enenil  has 
iwued  the  following  notices -.—"That  on  and  after  the 


17th  June,  private  cards  may  be  taken  to  the  office  of 
Inland  Revenue,  to  be  impressed  with  a  halfpenny  stamp, 
under  conditions  which  may  be  learnt  on  application  at 
that  office ;  and,  when  thus  impressed,  but  not  otherwise 
(for  adhesive  stamps  will  not  be  accepted  in  payment  of 
the  postage),  they  may  be  transmitted  through  the  post 
between  places  in  the  United  Kingdom,  under  the  follow- 
ing regulations : — 1.  The  words  **  Post  Card  "  and  "  The 
address  only  to  be  written  on  this  side  "  must  be  printed 
on  the  front  of  the  cards,  as  in  the  case  of  the  official  post 
card—the  Royal  arms  being  omitted ;  but  there  must  be 
nothing  else  (the  address  excepted)  printed,  written,  or 
otherwise  impressed  upon  the  face  of  the  cai-ds.  2. 
Nothing  whatever  may  oe  attached  to  the  cards.  3.  The 
cards  must  not  be  folaed,  nor  may  they  be  cut,  or  in  any 
way  altered,  after  they  have  been  impressea  with  the 
halfpenny  stamp  at  the  Office  of  Inland  Revenue.  4.  On 
the  back  of  the  cards  any  communication,  whether  of  the 
nature  of  a  letter  or  otherwise,  may  be  written  or  printed ; 
but  such  communication  must  not  extend  to  the  front  side. 
Private  cards  will  not  be  supplied  to  postmasters  for  sale 
to  the  public.  It  must  be  aistinotly  understood  that  no 
cards,  except  those  which  are  impressed  with  a  halfpenny 
stamp  at  tne  Office  of  Inland  Revenue,  can  pass  through 
the  post  for  a  postage  of  a  halfpenny,  if  they  have  any- 
thing of  the  nature  of  a  letter  written  upon  them,  'i'hero 
seems  to  be  much  misapprehension  upon  this  point.'* 

Wby  a  plain  card  of  the  regulation  size, 
and  prepaid  with  a  halfpenny  adhesive,  is 
not  to  be  allowed  to  pass  through  the  post, 
is  more  than  we  can  understand. 


Two  interesting,  unofficial  gatherings  of 
the  members  of  the  philatelic  society  took 
place  during  the  past  month  at  Dr.  Viner's 
residence,  the  object  being  the  comparison 
of  the  members*  collections  of  the  stamps  of 
certain  specified  countries.  On  the  Ist  of 
June,  Spain  was  the  country  selected  ; 
several  good  collections  were  shown,  but  the 
interest  centered  in  two  remarkably  fine 
ones — thoseof  Sir  Daniel  Cooper  and  another; 
for  interesting  varieties  and  completeness 
they  could  hardly  be  surpassed.  On  the  13th 
June,  France  and  Belgium  were  made  the 
subjects,  and  again  Sir  Daniel  Cooper's 
collection  took  the  lead,  in  company  with 
that  of  Dr.  Viner.  At  tliis  second  meeting, 
Mr.  Tsasi  produced  a  very  fine  specimen  of 
the  1  real  dark  violet  Luzon  of  the  first 
1863  series,  obliterated,  and  consequently  of 
great  rarity ;  also  the  following  Luzon 
stamps,  surcharged  habilitado  pob  la  nacion, 
5  cuartos  coureos  interior,  red;  1  real  green; 
and  25  c.  light  orange.  The  first-named  is 
noticed  by  M.  Moens  in  the  current  number 
of  bis  journal,  but  the  specimen  to  which  ho 
refers  has  been  for  some  time  in  this  country. 
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Sir  Daniel  Cooper  showed  a  rare — and,  we 
may  say,  nniqae — Spanish  official  stamp, 
issued  in  1854,  of  which  the  design  consists 
of  the  Qaeen's  head  embossed  on  gp:*een, 
something  after  the  fashion  of  the  1853 
Italian,  the  inscription,  cobreo  oficial,  1 
LIBRA,  1854,  running  round  the  circle.  We 
hope  these  interesting  reunions  will  be 
continued. 


REVIEWS  or  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Amateur  Pnnter^s  Journal  and  Foreign 
Stamp  Quzette,    Leeds:  Wightman. 

As  an  amateur  printer's  journal  this  is  a 
creditable  performance,  though  even  an 
amateur  need  not  have  allowed  '*  How  I 
dimed  a  Tree"  to  go  to  press.  As  a 
foreign  stamp  gazette  it  is  nowhere.  An 
article  on  Stamp  Collecting,  by  J.  E.  Gray, 
*'  reprinted  from  one  of  his  books,"  and  a 
cataJogne  of  stamps  constitute  its  sole  attrac* 
tion.  We  are  surprised  to  find  such  sound- 
ing pretentions  so  poorly  supported. 


The  Odontometer.  Bath :  Alfred  Smith  &  Co. 

The  idea  of  an  odontometer  is  due  to  Dr. 
Magnus — the  very  word,  signifying  literally 
a  tooth-measurer,  was  laid  down  by  him ;  and 
in  Le  Timhre-Fosie^  five  years  ago,  the  first 
odontometer  was  published  by  him  in 
illustration  of  an  article  on  perforations. 
The  able  writer  who  signs  himself  **A 
Parisian  Collector  "  has  copied  and  improved 
on  this  original,  and  has  had  his  copy 
lithographed  on  cardboard  for  the  use  of 
philatelists.  It  is  very  neatly  got  up,  and 
the  scale  comprises  all  the  principal  perfo- 
rations, from  7  to  16.  These  are  indicated 
by  dots  running  at  proportioned  intervals 
across  lines  of  two  centimetres  in  length, 
and  to  measure  perforations  the  stamps  have 
only  to  be  fitted  in  just  below  the  line,  when 
it  will  at  once  be  seen  whether  the  dots  on 
the  line  occupy  the  spaces  between  the 
teeth  of  the  perforations ;  if  not,  then  another 
line  must  be  tried,  until  the  right  one  be 
found.  The  engraver's  proof  of  the  odon- 
tometer was,  we  are  told,  returned  to  him 
several  times,  because  it  was  found  to  be 
inaccurate,  the  dots  somehow  did  not  fall 


exactly  in  their  proper  places ;  at  length  tbe 
cause  of  the  variation  was  discovered;  the 
proofs  were  taken  on  damp  card,  and  when 
it  dried  the  surface  slightly  contracted. 
When  this  was  remedied  the  printing  off  was 
proceeded  with.  The  perforation-gauge  is 
surrounded  by  a  neat  border,  and  inscription 
indicating  the  price — one  shilling — and  the 
publisher's  address.  The  entire  card  mea- 
sures about  4^  by  2}  in. ;  but  the  purchaser 
can,  if  he  like,  cut  away  all  the  snperflnoas 
card,  and  leave  only  the  gaage  itself,  which 
can  then  be  slipped  into  the  smallest  card- 
case,  and  being  thus  portable,  can  be  called 
into  service  at  any  moment.  We  strongly 
recommend  the  odontometer  to  all  who 
study  perforations. 

The  Fermanent  Fostage-Stamp  Album.    By 
H.  Stafford  Smith.     Second  edition. 
London :    E.   Marlborough   &  Co., ; 
Brighton  :  Stafford  Smith  &  Co. 
The  second  edition  of  this  really  valnaUe 
work  has  been  out  for  some  time,  and  is  no 
doubt  making    fair  progress    towards    ex- 
haustion.    The  prediction  of  popularity  with 
which  we  accompanied  our  review  of  the 
first  edition  has  been  fully  verified,  and  it 
appears  that  our  own  approval  of  the  plan 
on  which  it  is  arranged  has  been  confirmed 
by    "  hosts "    of   private    collectors.       En- 
couraged by  its  success,  the  editor  and  pub- 
lishers have  bestowed  increased  pains  on  the 
compilation,  and  in  the  import-ant  accessories 
of  printing,  paper,  and  binding,  nothing  is 
wanting.      The   binding  is   specially  note- 
worthy, as  it  is  the  first  feature  to  which  th<; 
eye  is  drawn  ;  and  the  style  in  which  the  title 
is  printed  across  the  front  cover  in  black  and 
gold,  is  really  admirable.      Having  opened 
the  serviceable  spring  lock,  which  preserves 
the  contents  of  the  book  from  the  forays  of 
incautious  fingers,  we  get  to  the  interior,  and 
proceed    to   journey    through.       The    first 
prominent  innovation  which  strikes  us  is  tbe 
allotment  of  space  for  post  cards.     This  will 
be  welcomed   by  every  purchaser;  for  post 
cards  are  as  much  in  favour,  and  as  easily 
collectable,  as  adhesives.   Then  we  notice  that 
in   most  cases  oblong  spaces  are  provided 
for  oblong  stamps — an  improvement  which 
we  suggested  when  reviewing  the  first  edition. 
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All  the  new  issaes  are  duly  represented, 
and  blaak  pages  are  plentifully  scattered 
throaghoot  the  work.  Spaces  are  allotted 
for  most  of  the  Russian  locals.  No  less  than 
three  ruled  pages  follow  those  which  are 
Dumbered  for  the  emissions  of  Spain,  and 
two  spare  pages  accompany  those  which  are 
given  to  Germany.  The  Hungarian  stamps 
and  post  cards  are  provided  for,  and  two 
spare  pages  follow  that  which  is  destined  to 
receive  the  stamps  of  this  resuscitated  king- 
dom. Under  New  Granada,  the  stamps  of 
Autioqnia,  Bolivia,  Cundinamarca,  and  To- 
lima  find  a  place,  and  the  emissions  of  the 
Fiji  Islands,  the  Deccan,  &c.,  will  find 
comfortable  compartments  at  their  disposal. 
At  the  end  of  the  volume  is  a  little  fly-leaf, 
containing  the  following  address  : — 

To  the  Purchaaer  of  this  Album. 

8TAFF0BD  SMITE  #  CO.  wUl ftel  ffrateful for 
your  opinion  retpeetingthe  aecompanifing  Album  {tckethtr 
that  opinion  be  favourable  or  otherwise)  ;  also  for  tug- 
gittione  ae  to  any  improvements  vou  think  desirable  to  be 
made  in  a  future  edition,  8.  8,  f  Co.  will  also  be  obliged 
by  ffour  informing  them  whether  you  consider  a  sufficient 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  stamp  issues  of  future 
years.    Kindly  write  your  remarks  on  the  other  stde. 

In  obedience  to  this  request, — which  is 
an  exceedingly  creditable  one  to  the  pub- 
lishers, as  showing  their  intention  to  be 
governed  in  the  compilation  of  future  editions 
by  the  experience  and  the  wishes  of  the 
parchasers  of  the  present  one, — we  venture 
to  make  some  observations,  though  we  can- 
not write  them  "  on  the  other  side."  We 
may  remark,  then,  that  the  only  point  in 
which,  regard  being  had  to  its  object,  the 
albnm  is  capable  of  improvement,  is  in  the 
distribution  of  the  space  allotted  to  some  of 
the  European  countries.  The  author  docs 
not  chronicle  perforated  and  unperforated 
varieties,  but  he  might,  in  most  instances,  so 
arrange  the  squares  as  to  leave  room  for 
the  insertion  of  both  sets.  In  the  pages 
allotted  to  France,  we  also  notice  that  the 
lithographed  and  engraved  stamps  of  1870-71 
are  chronicled  together  as  only  one  series ; 
thus  but  one  20  centimes  is  g^iven,  one  10 
c,  one  40  c,  &c. ;  whilst  all  the  world 
knows  there  are  two  stamps  of  all  of  these 
values — one  lithographed  and  unperforated, 
the  other  engraved  and  perforated.  We 
must,   however,  in  justice,  accompany  this 


slight  correction  with  the  acknowledgment 
that  no  substantial  harm  is  done  by  the  im- 
perfection of  the  list,  as  two  spare  pages, 
following  immediately  after  those  numbered 
for  France,  form  a  corrective,  containing,  as 
they  do,  sixty-four  blank  squares.  Indeed, 
the  elasticity  and  comprehensiveness  of  this 
album  are  its  most  prominent  characteristics ; 
within  its  covers  there  is  room  enough  for 
the  largest  collection  which  could  be  mount- 
ed in  a  ready-prepared  book,  and  no  other 
album  can  boast  of  such  neatness  and 
elegance  in  its  typographical  arrangements. 

It  is  bound  in  all  styles  to  suit  sdl  purses, 
and  well  bound  in  every  style.  We  heartily 
commend  it  to  our  readers'  attention,  and 
feel  certain  that  it  will  meet  with  a  ready 
sale. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  SURCHARGED  MEXICAN  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  q/"  The  Stamp-Collectob's  Maoazinb." 

Sir, — In  tbe  very  able  paper  on  **  Surchar^  Mexican 
Stamps,"  in  the  May  number  of  The  FhilateltealJournal, 
the  author  sajrs  that  the  number  and  date  is  invariably 
on  the  right  side  in  every  copy  he  has  seen,  of  the  issue 
which  he  then  called  rightly  **  the  present  set." 

On  turning  over  my  stanips,  to  see  how  far  they  agreed 
with  the  above  remarKs,  I  found  a  copy  of  the  2o  c.  blue 
on  rose-coloured  paper,  surcharged  monterbbt  on  the 
right  side  of  the  stamp,  as  it  lies  on  the  page  hetore  one, 
and  7 — 70  on  the  left  side ;  the  lettering  is  in  Roman 

rrobably  some  of  your  readers  may  assist  in  completing 
the  list,  by  giving  the  names  surcharged  on  the  stamps 
numbennl  lo,  27,  29y  32,  34,  which  are  returned  as  not 
known,  or  illegible  to  the  author.  It  will  be  seen  that 
Chalco,  Guaymas,  I  del  Carmen,  Pubanco,  and  Topic,  are 
found  among  the  eagles,  but  not  in  this  series. 

Yours  obediently, 

London.  A.  J.  H. 

NEW  GRANADA  1869,  1860,  &  1861  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  **  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  investigating  the  order  of  issue  of 
the  so-called  1859,  1860,  and  1861  sets  of  the  above 
republic.  Svill  you  kindly  allow  me  the  use  of  your 
columns,  to  ask  collectors  to  send  me,  to  the  address 
below,  particulars  of  the  postmarks  which  their  copies 
bear  ?  1  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you  and  tJiey 
will  thus  oblige  me.  For  the  sake  of  clearness  it  may 
be  well  briefly  to  describe  the  stamps,  about  which 
information  is  desired 

(a.)  **  Confed.  Granadina,"  value,  above  and  below 
circle,  in  large  figures. 

{b.)  **  Confed.  Granadina,"  value,  above  and  below 
circle,  in  small  figures. 

(c.)  "Eat.  Unidos  de  Nueva  Granada"  (Large  rect- 
angular.) 

As  the  stamps  are  somewhat  rare,  I  hope  those  who 
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hare  but  few  Bpecimens  will  not  therefore  think  their 
copies  incapable  of  contributing  valuable  data. 

One  point  especially  I  Bhould  be  glad  to  hear  about, 
riz.j  the  existence,  or  uon-ezistence,  of  a  postmarked 
copy  of  the  5  c.  lilac  {larffe  figure)  on  laid  paper. 

Yours  truly, 
Valley  End,  BagiJu>U  C.  S.  WARD. 

THE  POST  CARDS  OF  THE  ROTTERDAM 
GENERAL  SERVICE  COMPANY. 

To  the  Editor  o/*'Thb  Stamp-Collbctob's  Maoazixb." 

Dbar  Sir, — In  the  June  number  of  your  magazine  I 
perceive  that  you  have  some  doubts  regarding  the  authen- 
ticity of*  the  cards  issued  by  the  Rotterdam  General  Ser- 
vice Company,  and  first  mentioned  by  M.  Moens,  in  his 
Timbre  Foete  of  last  month.  As  an  inhabitant  of  Bot- 
terdam,  I  beg  to  rectifyr  your  error,  and  to  assure  you  that 
these  cards  are  as  genuine  as  possible,  and  very  generally 
used.  I  myself  generally  keep  a  few  in  my  pocket,  and 
when  I  have  to  send  a  message,  into  any  part  of  the  town, 
I  write  the  address  on  the  front,  and  the  message  on  the 
back,  and  then  I  hail  the  first  messenger  of  the  company 
1  meet,  who  is  then  bound  to  deliver  my  message  free  to 
the  address,  tiie  fare  being  already  paidoy  the  cost  of  the 
card. 

The  price  of  each  card  is  10  cents,  not  10  centimes,  as 
you  state. 

As  these  cards  do  not  pass  the  post,  I  do  not  attach  any 
philatelical  value  to  them ;  but  1  trust  I  have  proved  to 
you  that  they  are  not  to  be  ranked  amongst  *'  bogus  *' 
novelties,  but  are  a  real  and  genuine  article. 

I  ma^  add  that  ^I.  Moens  got  the  Information  he  pub- 
lished from  me. 

Enclosing  you  one  of  these  cards  for  inspection,  and  re- 
questing you  to  insert  this  letter  in  your  next  number, 

I  remain,  dear  sir, 

Yours  respectfullv, 

Eolterdam.  tV'.  MAINGAY. 


THE  PETERSBURG  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of  ^^TiiE  Stami'-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir,— On  carcfully  perusing  the  article  on  the 
above  stamp  in  the  April  number  of  The  Philattlical 
Journal^  I  nave  discovered  that  the  arguments  therein 
set  forth  are  almost  entirely  erroneous;  and,  thinking 
that  the  subject  is  one  of  interest  to  stamp-collectors,  I 
take  pleasure  in  giving  such  facts  as  I  have  ascertained. 

Passing  over  the  description  of  the  various  types,  we 
find  that  the  writer  of  the  article  in  question  acknowledges 
the  genuine  character  of  what  he  aesignates  as  type  I., 
but  doubts— in  fact,  almost  positively  denies — tlie  genuine- 
ness of  most  known  specimens  of  type  II..  which  he  says 
"differs  in  everything  from  type  1.,  ana  is  postmarked 
with  a  blue  circle,  and  dated  variously  February  to 
December;  t.  e.,  before  and  after  the  black  obliteration 
used  Iq  March  on  the  known  genuine  type." 

In  regard  to  the  order  of  the  types,  1  nave  ascertained 
that  the  Petersburg  stamp  was  not  issued  until  sometime 
in  the  latter  halfoi  the  year  1861 ;  and  one  of  the  clerks 
then  emnloyed  in  the  post-ofiice  of  that  city  says  that  it 
was  usea  until  the  Confederate  5  c.  stanu)  of  De  la  Rue 
&  Co.  arrived,  say,  about  May,  1862,  the  first  issue  of  the 
Confederacy  apparently  never  having  been  supplied  to 
the  Petersburg  post-office.  The  blue  handstamp  must, 
therefore,  have  been  used  from  September,  1861,  to 
Pebruar}*«  1862,  and  the  black  one  during  March  and 
April,  1862.  This  also  shows  that  **type  I."  was  in 
reality  used  after }^  type  II." 


But  now  comes  the  most  important  point.  Speakinj; 
of  type  II.,  The  Fhilatelteal  Journal  says,  "  '1  he  tivt* 
addressed  envelopes  are  all  to  a  certain  W.  0.  IJpchurch,  of 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina ;  those  iiostmarked  Feb.  7  and 
Oct.  20  are  similar  in  writing  and  envelope ;  the  ne^t, 
dated  Dec.  26,  is  directed  in  a  bold  hand,  and  the  face  of 
the  envelope  bears  a  lithographic  grey  design  *  Smyth, 
Stone,  &  banks.  Grocers  and  Commission  Merchants, 
Petersburg,  Va.'  The  other  two  are  dated  Oct.  22  and 
Nov.  23,  respectively,  and  the  addresses  an*  a  scrawl. 
Each  of  the  envelopes  bears  on  the  face  an  imprint  of  *  IL 
A.  Young  &  Bro.,  Grocers  and  General  Commission  Mer- 
chants, 93,  Sycamore  Street,  Petersburg,  Va.'  So  long 
as  we  fancied  these  letters  were  from  three  separate  per- 
sons, or  finns,  we  were  disposed  to  believe  iu  the 
genuineness  of  every  one  of  the  stamps ;  but,  on  a  very 
careful  examination  (not  alone  ana  unaided  cithtT), 
we  unhesitatingly  pronounce  the  directions  to  have  been 
all  written  by  one  man ;  and  thus  we  are  enabled  to  ex- 
pose one  of  the  cleverest,  but  most  abominable,  swindles 
of  recent  days." 

So  much  for  JVie  Fhilatelteal  Journal.    I  also happon^d 
to  come  across  one  of  the  envelopes  dated  Oct.  20,  bearini^ 
Messrs.  R.  A.  Young  &  Bros.'  imprint  (antT  addressed  to 
W.  C.  Upchuroh),  and  entered  into  correspondence  with 
them  on  tne  subject ;  and  through  the  great  kindne«  of  Mr. 
John  D.  Young,  who  has  gone  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
the  matter,  I  have  ascertained  that  the  stamp  was  printed 
by  a  Mr.  Campbell ;  but,  owing  to  his  books  having  bwn 
burnt  during  the  war,  he  was  unable  to  give  the  full 
particulars  of  the  issue.    I  then  sent  the  envelope  in 
question  to  Mr.  Young,  and  he  recognized  it  as  the  uaud- 
writing  of  the  now  senior  partner  of  Messrs.  Ralf  Bro$. 
Mr.  lislf  also  identified  it  as  his  own  handwriting.    I 
then  sent  him  another  specimen,  of  variety  4  of  type  IL, 
dated    Oct.   22,  on    an  ordinary  envelope,  and  a  bank 
official  in  Petei-sburg  recognized  the  supcncription  as 
that  of  Mr.  J.   M*  Patterson,  foi-merly  a  comroisiiioo 
merchant  of  that  city.    Mr.  Young  informs  me  that 
before  and  during  the  entire  war,  his  firm  hsud.  fre4iueHt 
correspondence   with  ^[r    W.  C.  Upchurch,  of  Ralei;*h, 
N.  C.    I  may  also  add  that  bsth  the  »tamps  on  the  abi>vo 
envelopes  were  submitted  to  Mr.  Campbell,  and  be  is 
quite  positive  that  they  are  of  his  workmanship.    They 
were  both  cancelled  with  the  blue  handstamp. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  above,  estabiishing,  as  it  does, 
the  existence  of  Mr.  Upchurch,  and  the  genuine  character 
of  the  superscriptions,  knocks  away  the  only  foundations 
on  which  the  article  in  question  bases  its  arguments, 
especially  as  The  Fhilatelteal  Journal  acknowledges  that 
ti  genuine  specimen  of  type  II.  does  exist  in  Mr.  Phiibrick\« 
collection,  but  supposes  that  all  the  other  specimeus  of 
the  same  type  are  either  rejarintt  or  forgeries. 

I  therefore  think  that  I  can  safely  assure  collectors  that 
they  need  be  under  no  hesitation  in  admitting  types  I. 
and  II.  (including  their  minor  varieties)  into  their 
albums.  I  know  nothing  about  type  III.,  not  baring 
even  eeen  it. 

The  only  point  in  the  above  article  that  can  be  men  to 
any  doubt  is  the  exact  date  of  issue.  Although  I  have 
every  reason  for  believing  that  the  dates  given  by  me  are 
correct,  I  shall  still  continue  to  investigate  this  point, 
and  should  anything  further  of  interest  come  to  light,  it 
shall  be  duly  communicated  through  the  columns  of  thb 
magazine. 

I  notice  that  the  <^ Pleasant  Shade"  stamp  is  also 
condemned.  There  can  be  no  possible  doubt  as  to  its 
genuine  character.    But  of  this  more  anon. 

Yours  truly, 
Xew  York,  CH.VJRLES  H.  COSTER. 
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BY  OVEKTr  TAYLOR. 


EUROPE. 

The  history  of  the  Danish  stamps  offers  an 
agreeable  contrast  on  the  score  of  clearness 
to  that  of  the  Moldo-Wallachian  issues. 
Here  all  is  comparatively  plain  sailing ;  and 
there  will  not  exist  the  necessity  for  clearing 
up  obscure  points  to  tempt  me  to  that  forge t- 
falness  of  the  title  of  these  pi^jers,  for  which 
I  have  been  not  unkindly  reproved. 

The  only  difficulty  I  find  is  a  chronological 
one,  and  it  is  not  of  great  importance.  The 
year  1851  is  everywhere  quoted  ns  that  of 
the  issue  of  the  2  rigsbank  skg.  blue,  and 
the  4  "R.B.S.'*  brown  ;  and  Levrault  assigns 
the  1st  of  April  as  the  exact  date  of  issue  of 
the  former  ;  but  were  they  not  both  issued  on 
the  same  day  ?  The  general  notion  is  that 
the  2  sk.  was  issued  alone,  and  was  thereibre 
the  first  Danish  stamp  ;  but  upon  what 
foundation  this  belief  rests,  I  know  not. 
The  2  skilling,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
was  in  all  probability  intended  for  use 
within  the  capital  only ;  and  though  it  has 
been  suggested  by  a  philatelist,  whoso 
opinions  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  weight, 
that  a  local  stamp  might  be  issued  for 
experimental  purposes  before  the  emission 
of  a  series  for  the  entire  country,  I  cannot 
see  how  the  result  of  such  an  experiment 
could  serve  as  a  guide  in  preparing  an  issue 
for  general  purposes,  since  the  circulation  in 
the  capital  could  form  no  index  to  the 
requirements  of  the  provinces.  Moreover, 
if  the  2  sk.  had  been  launched  into  circulation 
as  a  trial,  it  would,  we  might  suppose,  have 
been  followed,  immediately  on  its  success 
being  demonstrated,  by  a  ftill  series ;  yet,  in 
feet,  its  only  companion  during  its  two 
years'  circulation  was  the  4  "  R.B.S.,*'  issued, 
as  I  think,  simultaneously  with  it;  and  when 
the  2  sk.  was  suppressed,  the  4  "R.B.S." 
went  with  it. 

However,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  2  sk.  is 
necessarily  classed  apart,  because  it  has  a 
type  to  itself.  The  type,  like  that  of  most 
first  issues,  is  not  a  very  brilliant  one,  but  it 
is  fairly  engraved,  and  like  the  imperfect 
organizations  of  primeval  animals  (if  such  a 

TOL.  X-    Ko.  lift. 


simile  may  be  allowed),  it  contains  the 
rudimentary  parts  of  subsequent  species. 
Thus  the  crown  which  appears  on  this  stamp 
is  repeated  in  every  successive  series,  and 
the  post-horn  finds  a  place  in  all  but  one. 
It  is  further  distinguished  by  the  crown 
watermark,  which  runs  through  all  the  is- 
sues. **  Once  upon  a  time  *'  this  stamp  was 
tolerably  rare ;  but  now  a  used  copy  can  be 
procured  for  a  shilling,  and  an  unused  one 
at  double  that  price.  It  has  been  forged,  like 
almost  every  other  rarity,  but  has  not  been 
reprinted,  and  it  has  no  varieties  or  sub- types. 

The  4  rigsbank  skg.— or  "R.B.S.,'*  as  it 
is  generally  called,  from  the  abbreviation  of 
the  value  which  figures  on  the  stamp  itself — 
is  exceedingly  common ;  and,  to  judge  from 
the  fact  that  it  is  found  in  at  least  three  dis- 
tinct shades  of  brown,  it  must  have  been 
extensively  used.  The  attention  of  begin- 
ners may  be  drawn  to  the  fine  undulating 
diagonal  buff  lines  which  cross  the  paper. 

The  "rigsbank  skilling,''  which  formed 
the  denomination  of  value  of  the  first 
Danish  stamps,  was  part  of  an  old-fashioned 
currency,  of  which  the  "  marc  banco  "  was 
the  unit.  The  marc  contained  48^  rigsbank 
skilling,  and  was  worth  1/5^  of  our  money ; 
hence,  the  first  2  sk.  was  worth  three  farthings, 
and  the  4  sk.  three  halfpence.  The  modified 
adoption  of  the  decimal  system  led  to  the 
suppressitm  of  these  stamps,  and  the  issue  of 
others  whose  value  was  indicated  in  "skilling," 
of  which  a  hundred  went  to  form  the  rix- 
daler,  a  coin  equalling  2/3  English. 

The  second  series  is  composed  of  four 
stamps,  viz.,  the  2,  4,  8,  and  10  sk. ;  but  of 
these,  if  we  adhere  to  Levrault's  version,  only 
the  first  two  were  issued  in 
1853,  the  others  not  appearing 
until  1857.  This  is  a  state- 
ment I  have  no  means  of 
verifying,  and  which  I  should 
accept  only  under  reserve. 

The  design  is  a  faithful  copy 
of  that  of  the  4  "  R.B.S." ;  indeed,  it  requires 
careful  comparison  to  demonstrate  that  the 
centre  is  not  formed  from  the  old  die.  Tho 
inscriptions  alone  are  changed,  or  rather 
abbreviated,  and  the  colours  of  the  first  two 
and  four  skilling  are  roughly  reproduced  on 
their  successors.     The  crown  watermark  is 
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also  repeated.  The  type  is  divisible  into  two 
BnlKtypes :  No.  1  with  granulated  spandrels. 
No.  2  ttith  undnlating  horizontal  lines  lu 
spandrels.  The  No.  I  typo  was  certainly  the 
first  to  appear,  and  it  has  its  representatives 
in  all  four  values,  whilst  No.  2  is  represented 
only  by  the  4  and  8  sk.  For  tbe  production 
of  sub-typo  No.  2,  the  whole  design  was 
either  re-enftraved  or  touched  up.  Tbe  date 
of  issue  of  the  "  nndnlated  ground  "  stamps 
is  unknown.  Probably  it  took  place  at  a 
comparatively  late  period,  if  wo  may  judge 
from  tbe  fact  that  the  8  sk.  remained  in 
circulation  for  a  considerable  time  alter  the 
other  values  were  superseded.  The  ll5  sk.  of 
the  firRt  Bab-type,  and  the  4  and  8  sk.  of  the 
H.'Cond,  exist  piereed,  &nd  Lev rau!t  catalogues 
»  2  sk.  pi'q-uS  by  a  private  company.  This 
eerios  enjoys  tbe  exceptional  honour  of 
hnving  been  neither  reprinted  nor  forged, 
though  in  IH^,6  ii  Copenhagen  printer,  named 
Thiele,  inserted  an  a'ivorti semen t  in  a  local 
directory,  Cimaiating  oF  a  lithographed  repre- 
sunltttion  of  an  envelope  bearing  his  address, 
and  an  imitation  of  the  Danish  2  sk.  stamp 
in  the  corner,  the  postmarks  and  cancellations 
being  also  copied  ;  and  the  conceit  is  said  to 

The  next  series— that  of  1864-5 — has 
but  recently  passed  out  of  circulation.  Irs 
.  design  —  exceedingly  plain 
I  and  unpretending — is  well 
I  engraved,  and  is  relieved, 
I  to  some  eitlent,  by  the 
I  delicacy  of  the  colours  in 
;  which  it  is  printed.  The 
I  increase  in  size,  as  compared 
'  with  that  of  its  predecessors, 
ind  I  he  introduction  of  accuratoand  complete 
:)erfi>tation,  distinguish  the  issue,  as  also  the 
ihlltion  of  a  now  valno— the  3  sk.  mauve. 
Kacli  value,  except  the  8  sk,,  possesses  at 
least  two  colour- varieties,  and  all  the  values 


have  the  c 


n  watermark. 

The  description  of  tbe 
present  series  is  almost  sn- 
pererogatory.  That  it  is  a 
handsome  series  is  allowed 


2  ak.  bine  centre  \ 

3  „     violet      „       I 

4  „    carmine  „      V  greenish  grey  frume. 
6  „    brown     „ 

16  „    green      „      ) 

48  „    mauve    „  bistro  frame. 

OFFICIAL  STAUPS. 

The  "service"    stamps,  like   their  com- 
panion   cards,   are   of  too  recent   origin   to 
require  lengthened   notice. 

IB  The  design  wbich  adorns 
I  them  is  of  a  souiewbat  more 
9  complex  character  than  that 
i  of  the  adhesives  for  pahtic 
9  nse,  but  the  conception  is 
9  certainly  a  succesfiful  one, 
and  the  trio  of  stamps 
— the  2,  4,  and  16  sk. — forma  an  enliven- 
ing addition  to  tbe  Danish  page,  which,  com- 
mencing with  a  few  commonplace  labels, 
bids  fair  to  become  one  of  tho  brightest  ia 
our  albums.  I  presume  these  stamps  are 
really  employed  for  statistical  purposes,  as 
the  readiest  means  of  checking  the  weight 
and  extent  of  official  correspondence.  That 
they  are  really  pmlaye  stamps  I  aro  not  pre- 
pared .to  sa}',  hot  I  hope  to  discuss  this 
question  under  a  separate  beading. 


The  two  envelopes  issued  iu  I8C5— the 
2  sk.  blue,  and  4  sk.  bright  red — continoe  to 
do  duty.  Two  varieties  of  eacb  value  exist, 
those  with  and  those  with- 
out an  S  after  tbe  figure 
of  value.  The  envelopes 
were  first  issued  with  the 
8,  then  without ;  and  sinca 
then  have  again  appeared 
with  tbe  3.  Of  the4stg. 
without  B,  three  trifling 
varieties,  distingniahed  liy 
the  shape  of  the  numeral,  have  been  dis- 
covered, and  thus  we  have  broad  fignre, 
thiuk  figure,  and  thin  figure  ;  but  the  utility 
of  collecting  ali  three  is  questionable. 


POST   CAR[)S. 


These  are  of  two  clasi 
I   post  curds  for  general  i 


.     There  are  the 
,  and  the  official 
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post  cards.  The  Talaee  are  the  aame  for 
euch — viz.,  2  and  4  sk. — aiid  are  indicated  by 
means  of  impreBSione  in  one  coluur,  from  the 
dies  of  the  adhesive§.  The  cardn  for  the 
pnblic  are  iDsoribed  eirev-kobt,  and  those  for 
official  nse  tjeneeit£-bre?kobt.  The  unofficial 
cards  show  the  Danish  arms  in  the  lofl  npper 
corner,  ttncircled  nith  the  badge  of  the 
order  of  the  elephant. 

LOCAL   STAMP. 

The  only  known  local  stomp  is  that  of 
Hulte,  a  town  about  sis  niilcs  I'rom  Copen- 
hagen, of  which  the  engraving  is  here 
Ireprodttced.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  issned  about  tlie 
year  18G8,  by  the  local 
anthorities  of  the  town  of 
Holle,  in  order  to  cover  the 
cost  of  collection  or  delivery 
by  the  i-ural  letter- carriers 
of  the  district.  Why  Holte, 
shove  all  other  towns,  should  possess  a  slanip, 
isaquestion  which  remains  to  be  answered.  If 
"  Laudpoat  "  stamps  are  required  at  all,  why 
does  not  the  government  issue  a  series  fur 
the  entire  conntry  ?  Or  is  the  Holte  label 
an  authorised  experiment?  If  so,  it  has 
lasted  a  long  while.  It  was  not  known  to 
collectors  until  the  end  of  1870,  when  M. 
Moens  unearthed  it,  nild  obtained  information 
direct  from  Hottc  as  to  its  employment.  It 
appears  it  is  put  on  the  letters  for  the  district 
by  the  rural  carriers,  who  first  ponch  a  hole 
through  the  stamp,  in  order  to  obliterate  it; 
Ihey  also  put  it  on  the  letters  which  they 
collect  in  the  district  for  tho  town,  and  then 
the  town  officials  obliterate  it  with  the 
ordinary  handstamp.  The  value  of  the 
stamp  is  2  sk.,  and  the  impression  is  in  red- 
brown  on  white.  Besides  the  Holte  stamp, 
there  are  two  scries  of  railway  stamps,  not 
certainly  of  more  interest  than  those  of  our 
own  country,  and  quite  out  of  place  in  a 
postage  stamp  album. 

ESSAYS. 

The  most  noted  essays' are  two  very  old 
ones,  of  which  acknowledged  counterfeits 
were  on  solo  ten  years  ago,  and  made  high 
prices.      Kngravings    of    tho    forgeries    are 


aoneied.  The  genaine  essays  are  of  great 
rarity,  and  it  is  generally  admitted  that  they 
were   really  submitted    to   the  government 


during  tho  currency  of  the  "  R.B.S."  stamps. 
In  any  cose,  bnt  very  few  copies  wero 
printed  ;  I  hare  seen  it  stated,  not  moro  than 
half-a-dozen.  The  portrait  is  that  of  the 
kinfr,  who  died  in  I8(i4.  The  genuine  copies 
of  the  Mercury  esFay  are  distinguished  by 
the  projection  of  the  top  of  the  hinder  wing 
above  tho  nearer  one,  along  the  whole  length, 
whilst  the  genuine  specimens  of  the  kipg's- 
beud  essay  have  tho  beard  differently  shaped. 
The  counterfeits,  which  were  very  finely 
printed,  and  came,  if  I  mistake  not,  from 
the  engravers  of  the  originals,  had  a  long 
run,  and  msy  still  he  met  with  ;  and  a  second 
edition  was  pnliUshed  a  few  years  back,  wiih 
the  value  omitted.  Copies  of  this  latter  are 
priced  at  Sjd.  in  a  catalogue  I  have  before 

Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  current  type, 
DO  less  than  seven  other  designs  of  the  same 
class  were  submitted  bo  the  administration. 
They  were  duly  noticed  in  The  Stamp- 
Ccllector's  ifagaziiw  for  1870  (p.  138),  lo 
which  I  beg  to  refer  ray  readers. 


OUR   CONTEMPORARIES: 


The  American  Journal  of  Phitalehj  is  an- 
nounced as  being  under  the  editorship  of 
Mr.  Alfred  Turner;— a  gentleman  whose 
name  is  totally  unknown  to  us,  and  whom 
we  are  tempted  to  believe  is  as  iulangiblo  n 
creation  as  Suirey  Gamp's  friend,  "  which 
her  name  was  Harrip,"  or  the  founders  of 
the  mythical  New  York  philatelic  society, — 
Dr.  Morley,  Professor  Bunger,  Baron  Mnn- 
cliausen,  &a.  Be  this  as  it  may,  no  change  lu 
the  stylo  of  our  American  contemporary 
evidences  the  pruicnco  of  Mr.  Alfred  Turner 
in  the  editorial  chair,  and'  we  are  inclined  to 
award  to  Mr.  J.  W,  Scott,  all  the  credit  .due 
for  the  readable  matter  in  the  Mny  number. 
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The  **  History  of  tbe  Confederate  States  Post- 
Office*'  toaches,  in  this  number,  on  the 
Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans.  With 
regard  to  the  former,  it  appears  that  its 
issuer — Mr.  McCormick — has  himself  been 
duped  by  the  counterfeits,  as  he  sent  two  to 
Mr.  Scott,  in  reply  to  the  latter*s  inquiry  for 
information.  Respecting  the  New  Orleans 
stamps,  the  following  item  of  intelligence 
may  possess  some  interest,  as  a  specimen  of 
Yankee  "smartness." 

The  stamps  issued  by  Mr.  Riddell  were  among^st  the 
earliest  of  the  provisionals  known  to  philatelists,  and  were 
reprinted  for  collectors  soon  after  the  city  was  occupied  by 
the  federal  forces.  Soon  after  the  surrender,  a  New  Tort 
dealer  applied  to  Mr.  Riddell  for  a  quantity  of  his  stamps, 
but  he  refused  to  sell  them  under  their  face  value,  which 
the  party  did  not  feel  inclined  to  give,  as  he  wanted  a 
large  quantity.  Finding  he  could  not  obtain  the  desired 
stamps  at  his  own  price  of  Mr.  Biddell,  he  resorted  to 
other  means  to  obtain  his  object ;  and  it  is  but  doin^  him 
justice  to  say  that,  being  a  strong  Union  man,  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  stamps  really  belonged  to  Mr.  Riddell,  as 
it  was  in  his  opinion  nn  act  of  treason  to  issue  them.  He 
dispatched  an  agent  to  Xew  Orleans,  who  found  out  the 
printer,  and  learnt  thai  he  had  the  plates  in  his  possession, 
and  induced  him  to  reprint  a  supply  of  the  red  and  blue 
2  cents,  and  brown  5  cents;  but  by  some  oversight  he  neg- 
lected  to  reprint  the  6  cents  on  blue  paper.  The  stock 
of  the  2  cents  stamps  has  been  exhausted  for  some  time, 
and  but  few  of  the  5  are  left.  I  have  ever}*  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  tbe  plates  were  afterwards  destroyed. 

The  number  closes  with  the  transcript  of 
the  prospectus  of  the  New  York  City  Dis- 
patch Post,  which  was  the  successor  of  the 
United  States  City  Dispatch  Post.  We  leave 
our  esteemed  contributor,  Mr.  W.  D.  Atleo, 
to  give  it  such  attention  as  he  may  deem  it 
worthy  of  receiving. 

The  June  number  is  about  up  to  the  usual 
standard  of  the  A.  J,  P.  It  contains  another 
instalment  of  Mr.  Scott^s  papers  on  *'  United 
States  Local  Stamps,**  descriptions  of  ano- 
ther brace  of  recently- discovered  Confede- 
rates, a  short  paragraph  on  "  Shanghai," 
"  Newly-issued  Stamps,**  a  reprint  from  the 
Post-office  Oazeite^  and  a  list  of  "California 
Revenue  Stamps.**  The  Confederate  labels 
hail  from  North  Carolina,  and  are  both  ex- 
ceedingly plain.  The  Salem  stamp,  im- 
pressed in  black,  on  the  right  upper  comer 
of  a  buff  envelope,  consists  of  a  circle, 
with  the  words  post  office,  salem,  n.c,  run- 
ning round,  and  o.  A.  kekhln,  p.m.,  crossing 
it ;  above  the  postmaster's  name  are  written 
"  Paid  5.'^  The  Statesville  is  a  simple  trans- 
Terse  oblong,  with  paid  in  one  line,  and  "  5  '* 


below;  the  A  in  paid  being  represented  by 
an  inverted  t.  This  valuable  design  was 
struck  in  blue  or  black  on  envelopes  brought 
to  the  post-offices  by  persons  who  required 
them  to  be  franked. 

In  the  short  reference  to  the  Shanghai 
stamps,  Mr.  Scott  does  good  serrice  in  no- 
ticing the  fact,  that  to  meet  the  demand  for 
specimens  of  the  first  issue,  new  dies  have 
been  made  at  Shanghai,  from  which  worth- 
less impressions  by  the  thousand  are  being 
printed  off,  and  probably  not  a  few  of  the 
errors  recently  noticed  occur  in  these 
spurious  copies.  After  these  observations  it 
is  only  a  matter  of  common  justice  to  Messrs. 
Stafford  Smith  &  Co.  to  say  that  the  Shang- 
hai stamps  now  offered  by  them  are  reaSxj 
what  they  are  advertised  to  be,  namely,  "rare 
old  originals,  which  formed  part  of  the  stock 
on  sale  at  the  Shanghai  post-office,  during 
the  year  1865.'*  The  "remainder"  of  that 
stock  was  sent  over  by  the  Municipal  Council 
of  Shanghai  to  Messrs.  Nissen  and  Parker, 
the  engravers  of  the  succeeding  issues,  with 
instructions  to  offer  them  to  dealers  at  face 
value,  and  after  lying  in  their  office  for  several 
years,  they  have  at  length  been  acquired  by 
the  well-known  Brighton  firm.  We  are  averse 
to  anything  approaching  an  advertisement  of 
any  dealer's  wares;  but  the  announcement  of 
the  fabrication  of  new  dies  at  Shanghai,  if 
allowed  to  go  forth  without  the  above  expla- 
nation, would  be  calculated  to  do  Messrs. 
Stafford  Smith  <&  Co.  most  serious  and  un- 
justifiable injury ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  Mr. 
Scott  will  himself  see  the  propriety  of  doing 
justice  to  a  firm  of  unblemished  integrity. 

In  the  review  of  a  forthcoming  work,  bear- 
ing the  strange  title  of  the  ''  Common  Sense 
Postage  Stamp  Album/*  and  forming  a  new 
edition  of  Messrs.  Scott's  American  albam 
— of  which,  notwithstanding  its  alleged  "  cos- 
mopolitan circulation,"  we  have  never  jet 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  acopy, — we 
find  some  rather  strange  observations.    The 
album  itself  is  said  to  be  compiled  on  tbe 
plan   of   **  totally  ignoring  pretended   dis- 
tinctions between  different  printings  of  the 
same   stamp,"   whatever   that    may   mean. 
Perhaps  the  Birmingham  publishers  can  ex- 
plain, and  stamp  with  their  approval,  this 
curious  expi*ession.     Further  on  we  find  it 
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stated  that  for  '*  the  local  stamps  of  Ham- 
burg, Russia,  and  the  United  States,  pages 
have  been  left,  with  simply  a  heading,  as  but 
feio  amateurs  collect  locals.^*     This  comes  in 
strange  contradiction  of  a  statement  made  in 
another  part  of  this  same  number,  where,  in 
reply  to  a  correspondent,  the  editor  says — 
^* Loc^jUs  are  collected  by  most  amateurs;    in 
onr  opinion  they  are  more  interesting  than 
government  issues. "     No  places  are  led  for 
post  cards,  we  are  told  in  one  line,  because 
they  would  "  occupy  more  space  than  the  in- 
terest taken   in   them   by    most    collectors 
would  warrant ;  "  and  yet,  in  the  next  line, 
it  is  stated  that  *'  many  post  cards  have  in- 
teresting  inscriptions ;  *'  and,  further  down, 
that  "collectors  will  find  post  cards   more 
inierestmg  if  kept  so  that  both  sides  may  be 
examined."     It  is  new  to  us  that  interest 
is  not  generally  felt  in  post  cards,  and  the 
contrary  would  seem  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
editor  of  the  American  Jowv^al  of  Phllatehf, 
for,  in  his  article  on  "  New  Issues  "  he  finds 
space  for  a  really  admirable  coloured  illus- 
tration  of  the  new   Cingalese  card.      The 
album,  we  are  informed,  is  not  published  to 
"  carry  out  any  of  the  author's  whims ; "  but 
the  whims  to  which  the  author  thus  im- 
pliedly confesses  seem  to  have  been  amply 
indulged  in  in  the  exclusion  of  **  differences 
in  printing'*  and  post  cards.     Perhaps  the 
work  will  prove  more  worthy  of  praiso  i  ban 
are  its  author's  explanations  of  its  purport, 
and,  if  so,  we  shall  be  happy  to  recommend 
it. 

The  July  number  possesses  very  little 
matter  of  general  interest.  The  first  five 
pages  are  occupied  with  reduced  fnc-similes 
of  pages  of  the  most  popular  ruled  albums, 
intended  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  intending 
purchasers.  These  five  pages  should  have 
been  issued  in  the  form  of  an  advertising 
supplement.  Following  the  diagrams  comes 
an  introductory  article  on  "United  States 
Newspaper  Stamps,"  which  it  appears  have 
hitherto  been  neglected.  A  description  of 
the  government  emission,  consisting  of  the 
three  very  large  stamps — 5  c.  head  of  Wash- 
ington, 10  c.  head  of  Franklin,  and  25  c.  red 
— is  given,  accompanied  with  a  well-executed 
engraving  of  the  five  cents;  and  here  we 
think   the   reference    to   newspaper  stamps 


should  stop.  We  have  had  enough  of  them 
in  this  country.  The  conveyance  of  a  parcel 
of  newspapers  by  rail  is  only  a  postal  opera- 
tion when  it  is  performed  by  a  post-office, 
and  hardly  so  then ;  but  when  it  is  under- 
taken by  a  private  railway  or  express  com- 
pany it  becomes  a  simple  transport  transac- 
tion, of  the  same  character  as  the  conveyance 
of  a  box  of  books.  Perhaps  the  best  proof 
that  the  carriage  of  packages  of  newspapers 
is  not  fairly  within  the  scope  of  post-office 
business,  is  the  fact  related  by  onr  contem- 
porary, that  the  American  post-office  depart- 
ment could  not  compete  for  the  traffic  with 
the  private  companies  previously  in  exist- 
ence. "  The  cause  of  the  government's  failure 
to  obtain  the  carriage  of  newspapers  in  large 
quantities  was,  that  all  papers  carried  by  tho 
department  had  to  be  delivered  from  the 
post-office,  whereas  the  express  companies 
delivered  the  papers  they  carried  direct  from 
the  train  immediately  on  its  arrival,  so  news- 
dealers were  served  by  them  at  least  half-an- 
hour  earlier  than  they  could  obtain  them 
from  tho  post-office." 

A  feeling  of  modesty  prevents  our  review- 
ing the  "  ClippinjTS  "  with  which  the  Ameri' 
can  Journal  of  Philately  concludes  its  July 
number,  for  they  are  exclusively  composed  of 
our  own  "Occasional  Notes"  bodily  extracted. 
Our  name  is  appended  to  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  reprint  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
it  appear  that  only  tho  last  paragraph  is 
borrowed  from  Tho  Stamp-Collector^ s  Maga^ 
zine ;  and  this  our  contemporary  must  allow 
us  to  say,  once  for  all,  we  do  not  consider  to 
be  a  really  straightforward  mode  of  acknow- 
ledgment. We  do  not  expect  Tlie  American 
Journal  of  Philately  to  be  composed  solely  of 
original  matter,  nor  do  we  object  to  our 
columns  furnishing  employment  for  our 
contemporary's  editorial  scissors ;  but  its 
world-wide  reputation  would  not  suffer  by 
the  frank  admission  of  it^  occasional  in- 
debtedness to  &. confrere. 

The  Philatelical  Journal, — The  June  num- 
ber of  this  magazine  opens  with  an  instructive 
article  on  the  editor's  projected  catalogue, 
which  promises  to  be  of  a  very  valuable 
character.  It  will  contain  both  milk  for 
the  philatelic  babe,  and  meat  for  the  mature 
collector.     The   arrangement   is  about  the 
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best  which  could  have  been  hit  od  for  the 
successive  development  of  types,  species, 
and  varieties.  Tlie  catalogue  will  be  of 
immediato  usa,  both  to  disciples  of  the 
advanced  and  intermediate  schools,  but  we 
doubt  wliethcr,  malgri  the  excellence  of  its 
plan,  it  will  be  at  once  accepted  by  the 
advocates  of  the  pure  and  simple  style  of 
collecting.  Its  learned  appearance  will 
frighten  them  ;  but  the  editor  of  a  work  like 
ihis  proposed  catalogue — which  will  form  a 
very  encyclopaedia  of  philatelic  information — 
can  well  be  content  to  wait  for  general 
popularit}',  until  the  value  of  accuracy  in 
observaticm  and  collection  becomes  more 
widely  appreciated.  Such  a  work  will 
probably  make  its  way  comparatively  slowly 
at  first,  but  will  gradually  come  to  be 
regarded  as  an  indispensable  portion  of  every 
philatelist's  library.  That  its  compilation  has 
been,  and  is,  a  work  demanding  much  time 
and  patience,  no  one,  after  examining  the 
specimen-countries  quoted,  can  doubt;  but 
it  has  also  b.en  a  labour  of  love  to  its  author, 
to  whose  name  it  will  give  an  enduring  and 
honourable  notoriety. 

"  Bogus  Novelties  "  contains  a  notice  of  the 
recently-floated  forgeries  of  the  Brazilian 
envel  )pes,  which  are  most  easily  distinguish- 
able from  the  fact  that  they  are  on  honzontalbj 
laid  paper,  whilst  the  lines  of  the  vergeure  of 
the  genuine  run  obliquely.  The  illustrations 
to  the  article  on  newly-issued  stamps  are 
numerous  and  well-executed,  but  why  en- 
gravings of  all  four  values  of  the  new 
Sierra  Leone  should  be  given  we  cannot 
understand,  seeing  that  the  design  is  precisely 
the  same  for  all.  "The  California  Penny 
Post  Company  **  is  an  analytical  article  of 
the  authenticated  and  unauthenticated  issues 
of  the  company  in  question,  of  which  we 
refrain  from  giving  any  account  at  present, 
as  the  writer  will,  we  presume,  treat  the 
subject  fully  in  one  of  the  forthcoming 
instalments  of  the  monograph  he  is  writing 
for  these  pages,  under  the  title  of  **  Notes 
on  Californian  Locals."  "  A  Parisian  Col- 
lector*' continues  his  very  interesting  paper 
on  "The  Turkish  Stamps,''  which  is  full  of 
pleasantly  rendered  facts.  "  Surcharged 
Mexi  ;an  Stamps  "  is  the  second  portion  of 
an  article  already  commented  on.     This  is 


followed  by  an  obituary  notice  of  an  old  and 

energetic    amateur,    and    member    of    the 

Philatelic   Society,— the  late  J.  Wilkinson 

Chapman,   Esq..   of   The   Green,    Stratford, 

Essex, — and    the   number   closes    with   the 

usual  "  Correspondence  "  and  "  Answers  to 

Correspondents." 

The  July  number  has  reached  us  too  late 

to  permit  of  our  giving  a  detailed  notice  of 

its  contents,  and  we  beg  to  remind  our  c^n/rerti 

that  if  he  thus  delays  publication,  he  will 

lose   the   advantage    of  precedence    in    the 

announcement  of  current  novelties. 

Le  Timbre-Poste. — The  Chronique  occupies 

six-and-a-half  pages  out  of  the  eight  of  which 

the  number  is  composed.     It  contains  much 

interesting  matter,  on  which  we  have  largely 

drawn  in  our  own  article  on  novelties,  and 

we  reprint  M.  Moens*  list  of  the  Goa  stamps 

for  reference.    Our  contemporary  announces 

a  fresh  reprint  of  the  old  Finnish  stamps, 

from   the  dies  which  served    for  the   1BG2 

reprints,  and  he  distinguishes  the  following 

differences  between  the  two  impressons : — 

Reprints  of  1862.  1872. 

1815,  10  kop.  pale  rose  bright  carmine. 

„     23    „  greenish  grey-black 

1850,    5    „  pale  blue 

10    „  pale  rose 

20    „  grey-black 

A  correspondent,  writing  on  the  envelopes 
of  the  Emperor  William's  Association  for 
invalid  Germans,  says  they  are  of  two  kinds ; 
one  issued  by  the  Central  Committee,  in- 
scribed, ANGELEGENHEIT  DER  KAISER  WILHELMS- 
STlFrUNG  FUK  DEUTSCHEN  INVAl.lDEN  ;  the  other, 

issued  by  the  Berlin  Committee,  bearing  the 
legend,  angeleoenheit  des  berlinbr  vbreins 

DER   KAISEU-WILUELMS-STIFTUNG  FDR  DEUTSCHtS 

IXVALIOEN.  The  official  correspondence  of 
both  committees  within  the  capital  is  carried 
at  the  reduced  rate  of  ^  gr.,  conseqaentlj 
each  of  the  above  envelopes  bears  on  its 
right  upper  corner  an  impressed  ^  gr.  stamp, 
similar  in  design  to  the  imperial  adhesive  of 
the  same  value. 

The  number  concludes  with  the  disclosnr© 
of  a  remarkable  discovery — to  which  allusion 
will  be  made  in  our  next  number — and  an 
article  on  the  1 J  schg.  envelope  of  Hambnr|»', 
which,  issued  in  1867,  and  suppressed  in 
1868,  is  now  by  no  means  common.  It  has 
been  reprinted  at  Hamburg,  and  the  renrint 


intense  black, 
ultramarine, 
bright  carmine, 
intense  black. 
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is  disiingoishable  by  the  comparative  coarse- 
ness of  the  impression,  by  the  shape  of  the 
envelope,  of  which  the  side  flaps  are  curved 
round  from  the  top,  and  by  certain  differ- 
ences in  tho  small  inscriptions;  thus,  the 
words  post  couvpH  are  united  in  the  reprint 
by  a  dot,  instead  of  by  a  line  ;  furthermore, 
the  paper  is  of  a  bluish  tint,  whilst  the  official 
envelope  is  of  a  yellowish  paper. 
<  The  Stamp'GoUeclor^s  Journal  appears  to  be 
making  fair  progress.  The  April  and  May 
numbers  contain  a  fair  share  of  readable 
matter.  In  the  April  number  occurs  the  sen- 
f»ible  suggestion  that  the  5  c.  Tolima,  lately 
described,  may  be  the  initial  stamp  of  a 
third  series  for  that  state,  whilst  the  10  c. 
and  50  c.  and  1  peso  belong  to  ^a  second 
series,  of  which  the  5  c.  has  yet  to 
be  discovered.  "  The  Stamps  of  the  South 
African  Republic"  is  the  title  of  a  careful 
analysis  of  the  Transvaal  issues.  The  ad- 
hesives  are  divided  into  two  types  :  I.  The 
scarecrow  eagle  (answering  to  the  owl-eagle 
of  The  Philatelist)  ;  ribbon  narrow.  II.  Eagle 
well  drawn  ;  ribbon  wide.  All  the  values  are 
found  in  the  former  type,  whilst  the  latter  is 
represented  only  by  the  threepence.  The  first 
type  is  subdivided, in  to  German  printed  and 
native  printed;  the  second  is  composed  of 
German  printed  only.  Imperforate  and  rou- 
letted  editions  of  both  types  have  appeared. 
The  test  of  German  origin,  according  to  this 
writer,  is  the  paper,  which  should  be  thin 
wove,  and  slightly  surfaced ;  whilst  the  na- 
tive impressions  are  on  thicks  coarse,  un- 
Burfaced  wove.  On  this  question,  however, 
he  is  at  issue  with  the  editor  of  The  Phi- 
latelistf  who  says  he  has  received  many 
sheets  of  native-printed  red  stamps,  on  thin 
paper.  But  that  he  should  have  received 
them  from  the  republic  is  not  in  itself  an 
answer ;  we  must  carry  our  examination  as 
far  as  the  gum.  "It  would  be  strange," 
says  the  paper  under  notice,  *'  if  the  natives 
could  make  and  perfectly  apply  white  gum, 
so  long  as  the  thin  paper  lasted,  and  at  same 
time  print  loell  from  the  wood-blocks ; 
whereas,  on  the  necessity  for  falling  back  on 
native  paper  occurring,  the  gum  at  once  be- 
came brown  and  coarsely  applied,  and  the 
impressions  of  every  conceivable  variety  of 
hlur.    As  far  as  we  are  aware  no  copy  exists 


on  the  thin  paper  badly  printed  and  coarsely 
gummed."  The  editor  of  The  Philatelist, 
partially  traverses  this  statement  by  asserting 
that  he  has  received  native- printed  specimens 
— or,  in  other  words,  specimens  so  badly  exe- 
cuted as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  their  origin — on 
thin  paper  well  gummed.  The  argument  of 
The  Stamp' Collector's  Jonnial  falls  through. 
It  is  evident  that  the  unofficial  rumour  of  the 
exportation  of  thin  paper  to  tho  republic,  to 
which  it  elsewhere  alludes,  is  well  founded, 
apd  that  the  thickness  of  the  paper  is  not  an 
all-sufficing  test.  The  comparative  excellence 
of  the  impression  is  the  only  sure  test,  and 
the  texture  of  paper  and  quality  of  gum 
become  mere  subordinate  characteristics. 

With  regard  to  the  envelopes,  our  own 
belief  for  a  considerable  time  was  that  they 
should  be  regarded  rather  as  a  fanciful 
exerciso  of  the  directorial  function  of  issuing 
stamps,  than  as  an  emission  seriously 
intended  for  the  use,  and  placed  at  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Transvaalites.  Wo  have,  how- 
ever, received  assurances  from  the  most 
trustworthy  quarter,  that  so  far  from  their 
having  been  prepared  for  collectors,  they 
were  got  up  solely  to  meet  local  wants,  and 
that  the  differences  in  the  shape  and  colour 
arise  from  the  simple  fact  that  no  envelopes 
of  uniform  size  and  colour  could  be  obtained 
at  the  time  when  they  were  issued.  This 
sets  our  doubts  at  rest  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  issue ;  but  then  it  is  worth  while  con- 
sidering whether  all  the  different  varieties 
arc,  under  the  circumstances,  worth  collect- 
ing. The  series  is  issued— or,  to  uso  the 
French  word,  created — from  the  office  hand- 
stamp,  and  an  odd  lot  of  envelopes;  such 
being  the  case,  varieties  become  the  rule, 
exactly  as  they  do  on  a  sheet  of  stamps,  every 
one  of  which  is  from  a  separately  engraved 
die.  A  single  envelope  may  be  considered 
to  exemplify  the  whole  emission,  and  no 
serious  purpose  can  be  served  by  noticing 
all  the  trifling  variations,  which  necessarily 
occur  in  such  an  irregularly  constituted 
series.  It  is  now  superseded  by  a  uniform 
impression  from  the  die  of  tho  sixpence 
adhesive,  and  at  some  future  date,  if  tho 
republic  escapes  annexation,  it  will  not  im- 
probably possess  a  set  of  envelopes  rivalling 
in  fineness  thoseofmorehighly  civilised  states. 
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In  the  May  number  at  The  Stamp-C-dleclor's 
Journal  some  pretty  good  Oldenburg  forgeries 
Bro  carefully  described,  and  we  tnay  aa  well 
repeat  their  most  promiaent  characteristics. 

Firil  turn.  The  ribbon  bjyand  tbe  full  stop,  in  the 
right  hand  camrr.  i«  shadvd. 

Steond  uinr.  (Black  imp).  \H  the  furgfriea  nn  from 
one  matrix,  and  uldenbvho  is  much  ni^rer  lli«  lower 
than  the  ugpor  edi;i:  of  the  r^bbjn.  iiisteiil  of  being  equi- 
distant, B«  m  the  originnl. 

Thhdimut.     Col.  imp. 

(«].  Ground  of  oral,  wki't.  Thfse  anj  from  the 
w>uie  matrix  m  tlio  furgerica  of  tbe  niuond  'atav.  and  the 
genuine  are  from  the  same  matrii.'i's  as  (he  genuine  or  the 
■econd  iuae  ;  therL-forc,  the  eaiue  differcnecs  exist  «»  are 
noted  aboire.  The  (orged  j  a  gr.  in  at  once  detected  by  iU 
having  the  ground  of  tbe  oval  coloured  ;  in  all  [he 
genuioe  ones  Ihe  ground  is  wbile. 

(A).  Ground  of  oral  enlriured.  The  Ibrged  ]  gr.  h^ 
(he  right  hand  end  of  lower  ribbon  dialinclly  indi'iitni, 
whilst  in  the  original  it  i«  but  Tsiy  aliglitly  to;  and  the 
right  hami  circle,  containing  numeral  of  value,  i*  8.>pfl- 
rated  alike  from  oval  and  from  inner  lino  of  frame  by  a 
thick  line  of  colour.  Iii  Ihe  original  this  circle  is  sepa- 
rated from  Ihe  oval  only,  and  that  by  a  rlrg  fine  line. 
In  the  forgwl  1  gr.  the  i^aidt  of  crown  is  not  -iliown, 
wliil-it  iu  [he  genuine  it  is  seen  resting  on  top  of  shield, 
and  shaded  by  fine  vertical  lines.  . 

The  contents  of  the  Jane  number  are  far 
from  being  of  equnl  interest  with  those  of 
Mny,  and,  in  fact,  do  uot  call  for  any  detailed 
criticism.  Tbe  pnper  on  "The  Stamps  of 
Greece "  is  very  incomplete.  The  article 
on  "Forgeries"  contains  desci-iptiona  of 
some  very  good  oaiiterfeita  of  the  Bra- 
zilian envelopes,  which  we  notice  elsewhere. 

The  July  nnniber  is  not  to  hand.  We 
should  regret  to  find  the  appearance  of  pro- 
gress noticed  in  reference  to  the  Mny  and 
June  nambers  (which  part  of  onr  review  has 
been  in  typo  more  than  a  month)  falsified 
by  the  premature  decease  of  the  paper. 

NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  ISEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Russian  Locals, — ElUavet-jrnd  (Cherson). — 

Tbe  design  here  represented,  and  deicribed 

in  July  of  last  year,  was 

first    issued    printed    in 

manve ;     it    now    comes 

over  green.     It  shows  a 

quaint  mixture  of  symbols 

and  ornaments,  and  a  key 

to  the    meaning  of    the 

former    is    much  to    be 

desired,     Iu  the  middle  of 

the  ring,  which  occupies  tbe  centre  of  tiie 


stamp,  we  find  a  shield  bearing  an  eagle  in  ita 
npper,  and  a  star  in  its  lower  half ;  below  the 
ring  is  a  book,  and  on  either  side  of  the  arch- 
way are  a  scytbe,  blade  of  wheat,  and  qaill 
pen.  Our  Belgian  contemporary  begs  its 
readers  not  to  confoand  this  stamp  with  a  de- 
si(fn  for  a  clock-face. 

Rjrff  (Ti-er).~The  changes  which  are  con- 
stantly  taking  place  in  the  designs  and  values 
of  the  locals  contrasts 
strangely  with  the  ap- 
parently onalterahle  type 
of  the  imperial  office. 
Thus  the  Tver  stamp,  de- 
scribed at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  ia  already 
withdrawn  in  faTonr  of 
tbe  above  design,  which 
difiers  from  its  prede- 
ipally  from  the  fact  that  the  in- 
scriptions are  white  on  black,  instead  of  being 
block  on  white,  and  the  nimpant  poodle  of  the 
Tver  district  is  better  drawn.  Tbe  impres- 
sion is  on  white  paper ;  the  frame  and  device 
are  in  black,  and  the  ground  of  the  rect- 
angular disc  is  red, 

Teahongonief  (Charkoff). — M,  Moena  an- 
nounces that  stamps  exist  for  this  district, 
of  which  his  correspondent  promises  to  send 
specimens  shortly. 

Bogorodeli. — In  a  recoat  nnmber  he  Timbre- 
Posle  queried  the  existence  of  the  10  kop. 
adhesive  red,  announced  in  our  now  well- 
known  list.  Wo  are  glad  to  be  able  to 
inform  our  contemporary  we  have  just 
received  a  specimen  from  Russia.  Tb« 
design  is  of  the  first  type,  the  colour  scarlet 
The  1  kop.  of  the  first  type  will,  no  doubly 
also  turn  up  shortly,  Tlie  10  kop.  envelope, 
bine,  of  which  we  have  a  copy,  moasnnn 
7^  by  5  in.  (19  by  13  centimetre's.) 

Kulomna. — Wo  possess  a  blue  5  kop.  per- 
forated, and  identical  in  design  with  tbe 
5  kop  red. 

Bmmitti. — We  have  just  received  an 
envelope  bearing  an  impression  from  the  die 
of  the  5  kop.  adhesive  on  the  flap,  printed  a 
dull  deep  blue, 

France. — The  engraved  two  centimes 
stamp,  lately  announced,  has  been  followed 
by  two  more  values  of  the  same  type,  (be 
+  centimes  lavender  and  5  centimes  bright 
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green.  Tbia  latter  valoe  has  hitherto  borne 
tbe  same  device  as  its  higher  priced  amfrires ; 
il  is  now  relegated  to  the  ranks  of  the  news- 
paper stamps,  nnless,  indeed,  tliere  ehonld 
torn  out  to  be  bnt  one  device  for  high  and 
Ion  valnes  alike.  The  introdactian  of  these 
new  comers  is  effected  very  gradaally,  the 
two-oentirae  is  now  in  pretty  general  nse, 
bnt  the  4  c,  thoagb  badly  wanted,  is  a?  yet 
bat  rarely  seen. 

Holland. — The    philatelic    event    of   the 
past  month  has  iH.'en  tbe  issne  of  a  hi^h- 
vslne  stamp  for  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
pnblicationof  tbe  type  of 
the  forthcoming   series. 
We  annex  engravings  of 
both.    Tbe  execution  we 
are  able  to  slate,  on  the 
authority  of  a  practised 
writer,  who  never  errs  on 
the    side    of  overpraise, 
is  perfect,  and  onr  illns- 
ti'atioa  will  convince  oar 
readers  that  the  laudation  is  not  nnraerited. 
The  profile  of  tbe  king  is  engraved  from  tbe 
portrait  painted  by  H.  F.  Okentate,  to  whom 
his  majesty  sat,  and  Jt  is  said  to  be  very  like 
him.     The  new  value  is  2  gulden  50  centimes 
(eqaal  to  about  fonr  shillings),  and  it  will  be 
noticed  that  it  bears  the  denomination  in  the 
label,  above  the  portrait,  whilst  all  tbe  other 
newstatnpshaveiton  the  scroll  below.   There 
is  also  a  difference  in  the 
foliage:  the  expensive  la- 
bel is  decorated  with  oak, 
and  tbe  cheaper  stamps 
with  laurels.     The  2  gl. 
SO  c.  is  print«d  in  two 
colours — the    centre    in 
blue,  the  frame  in   car- 
.  mine-rose,  and  it  was  is- 
sued on  tbe  1st  nit.     All 
tbe  new  valnes  are  printed  in  one  colour. 
Their  emission  is  authorised  by  a  decree  of 
tbe  tith  June  last,  and  tbe  following  are  the 
denominations : — 

bine. 


10 
15 


carmine. 

green, 
violet. 
chamois. 


Thus,  with  the  exception  of  the  50  c,  tho 
colours  of  the  existing  series  will  be  repeated 
in  the  new  type.  The  vulaes  will  be  issued 
separately,  as  fast  as  those  of  the  present 
series  are  exlianstud.  The  advunce  in  de- 
sign is  a  noticeable  fuct.  European  stamps 
oouut  so  many  mediocrities  in  their  number 
that  any  addition  to  the  small  selection  of 
really  artistic  impressions  is  most  welcome. 
As  nothing  is  nnid  about  post  cards,  we  pre- 
sume they  will  remain  iit  tiaia  qiio,  and 
Dutch  envelopes  arc  still  anthonght  of. 

United    SrATKs.— This    large    and   well- 
ongraved  stamp  is  used,  as    its   inscription 
porporUi,     for     registered     letters.      It    is 
printed     a 
pale  green,  | 
OQ     white, 
possesses 
no     mone- 
tary Tsint 


and 


at- 


tached to 
the  lett«rs 
by  tbe  post- 
al officials ; 
onr  13  ir- 
mingha 


mpo- 
rary    may, 

therefore, 
hardly 
deem  it  col- 
lectable, 
bnt  we  ap- 
prehend 
that  most 
philatelists 
will  find  a 

comer — and  it  must  be  a  large  one — for  it. 
After  all,  it  is  only  affixed  to  tbe  letter  after  the 
payment  of  a  charge  which  covers  a  specially 
guaranteed  mode  of  transport,  and,  there- 
fore, it  appears  to  us  to  fall  within  the  cate- 
gory of  postage  stamps.  It  is  true  that  the 
same  "purpose  would  te  served  by  the  im- 
pression of  the  word  "registered,"  with  a 
hand-stamp  ;  bnt  so,  also,  might  the  ordinary 
postage  be  indicated.  The  end  gained  in 
attaching  an  adhesive  label  is  the  presence  of 
a  plainly  visible  sign  of  the  registration  of 
the  letter,  and  perhaps,  also,  an  economy,  ia 
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that  ibe  stamp  replaces  Beating-wax.  We 
will  not  pretend  that  much  time  is  saved,  for 
8Dch  a  largo  sized  impression  would  not 
"stick  with  a  lick,"'  but  would  require  more 
extensive  moistening.  The  idea  of  using  a 
large  stamp  is  prolmblj  borrowed  from  the 
Colombinn  vignettes,  which  serve  n  similar 
purpose.  Tbere  is  a  long  and  interesting 
letter  about  the  United  states  registration 
B3fBtoru  in  The  Philalellcnl  Jounial ;  but, 
Btrange  to  say,  nothing  is  said  about  the  use 
of  the  stamp  above  represented. 

Spain. — More  than  one  type  has  been  de- 
scribed nnd  illustrated  in  this  and  other 
journals  as  the  real  Simon  Pure  of  the  forth- 
coming series;  but,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  all  have 
ultimately  been  rejected, 
and  the  annexed  design  has, 
it  is  now  stated,  been  defi- 
nitely adopted.  Time  will 
prove;  meanwhile  we  insert 
the  engraving  for  what  it 
may  tnm  out  to  be  worth. 
M.  Moens  saya  that  the  tricolour  impression, 
for  which  the  recently  appointed  committee 
of  engrnvers  expressed  a  preference,  will  not 
take  place ;  but,  he  adds,  with  a  knowledge 
of  the  uncertainty  which  characterises  all  the 
acts  of  the  Spanish  administration,  it  is  not 
impossible  bnt  that  this  decision  may  be  re- 
considered. The  new  design  has  not  a  very 
great  deal  to  recommend  it,  unless  it  is 
calumniated  by  our  engraving.  The  king, 
who  has  declared  hie  intention  to  defend  his 
throne  at  the  sword's  point,  if  necessary,  can 
hardly  be  the  lymphatic  yontb  here  repre- 
sented. 

SpInish    Cowsies. — Philippines. — Annex- 
ed is  an  engraving  of  the  recently- designed 
type    for    the    Philippines, 
which  w«H  described  in  oar    R  9 

May  number,  from  an  dd-    0  a 

completed      proof.       Since    p  ^ 

then  the  valne  has  been  ad-    H  Q 

ded  on  the  side  labels ;  for    u  3 

it    has    positively    been    a-    ^  y 

dopted,  and  is  at  the  present    E  J 

moment  being  worked  off. 
The  engraver,  M.  Fernandez,  says  our  Bel- 
gian authority,  did  not  live  long  to  rejoice 
over  the  acceptance  of  his  work  ;  he  died  on 


aen   e 

'V  i 


the  I3th  May.  Two  values  are  already 
known  of  this  new  type— the  16  cents  da 
peseta,  ultramarine;  and  the  62  cents, 
maove.  It  is  said  that  three  other  values 
are  to  make  their  appearance,  viz.,  125  c, 
violet;  250  c,  rose;  500  c,,  grey.  Mean- 
while, the  Philippine  authorities,  for  lack  of 
the  long  deferred  supplies,  are  said  to  he 
engaged  in  reis.^uing  the  old  series,  with 
head  of  Isabella,  surcharged  hadilitado  poh 
U  NACioy. 

C'iba.^T\ih  colony,  like  the  preceding,  ifl 
likely  to  possess  a  sapply  of  stamps   with  a 
portrait  intended  to  repre- 
sent Amadens,  before  the    i 
mi>tlier-eountry    has    any.    ? 
Without  any   preliminary    i 
fJooriMh    of  tmnipetfl, 
annexed  design  has  been    i 
adopted,  and  is  n 
t>eingpnnted  off.  Thetype   i 
so  modestly  ushered  in  is   ' 
stated  by  the  above  qnoted  authority  'to  be 
the  best  executed  of  all.     One  valne  only  is 
known  at  present — the  12  cent  de  peseta, 
black.     Ponding  the  isauo,  an  extra  stamp  of 
the  1870  type  has  been  issued — the  12  c.  de 
peseta,  carmine-rose ;  bat  it  is  distinguished 
from  the  older  values  by  the  absence  of  the 

Prussia. — The  FhilaieVuil  announces  the 
discovery  of  "  a  fac-simile  of  the  Pmssian 
2  Bgr.,  eagle  type,  but  considerably  smaller, 
and  of  a  mnch  loss  azure  blue.  Being 
closely  cut,  it  is  impossible  to  pronounce 
it  envelope  or  adhesive,  but  it  looks  more 
like  the  former,  although  the  back  is  gum- 
med ;  bnt  this,  probably,  from  its  having 
been  taken  from  an  old  alham  in  which  it 
had  been  affixed.  It  has  passed  tbo  post, 
and  is  undoubtedly  genuine.  The  postmark 
is  BERLIN  P8  27  11/7  /67  3-4  n."  The 
American  Journal  of  Philately,  following  suit, 
writes  as  follows: — "  We  have  lately  seen  a 
4  pf.  green  envelope  stamp  of  this  country; 
it  is  not  an  entire  envelope,  bnt  has  evident- 
ly passed  the  post:"  and  oar  contemporary, 
in  bis  next  nnmber,  Bays :  "  We  are  indebted 
to  a  collector  for  the  information  that  the 
4  pf.  envelope  described  last  month,  together 
with  a  2  pf.  (both  arms  in  octicjou),  were 
used  duriog  the  war  with  Austria,  to  carry 
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mediciiiea  to  tlie  soldiers,"  Had  our  Ameri- 
Cftn  consin  tnken  the  tronble  to  refer  to  tbe 
BiitliTolame  of  The  S/amp-Coll'-ctor'*  Maga- 
line,  p.  26,  ho  would  have  fonnd  that  tho  4  pf. 
Btamp  was  issued  by  the  Victoria  National 
IxviLiDBN-STJFrrcNG,  a  benevolent  associH- 
tion,  which  during  tbe  Austrian  war  enjoyed 
certain  pnVileges.  As  to  the  2  sgr.,  ea^'le 
type,  nothing  certsin  is  known,  but  we  in- 
cline lo  think  it  must  hnve  b^id  a  soniewhnt 
similar  origin  to  that  of  tho  4  pf.  Seeing, 
then,  that  doctors  disagree  so  widely,  we 
refrain  from  offering  any  opinion  of  our  own 
as  to  this  latter  stnmp.  As  to  tbe  first- 
mentioned  stamp,  thiswonderful  resuscitation 
is  doubtless  that  used  by  the  Victoria 
luraliden-Stifilung. 
Sweden. — In   our   February   nninber  we 


annonnced  that,  instead  of  a 


Tftlu. 


•nly 


and  one   rix    daler,  were    ? 
00  the  point  of  being   is-    t 
sned.      This    information    f 
tnma  ont  to  be  inaccurate,    i 
The  6  ore  and  1  rix-daler    f 
liRve  just  made  their  ap-    ( 
pearant-e,  but  tiiey  are  ac-    c 
companied  bj-  all  the  pre- 
viously existing  values,   encept    the    9    ore. 
Tbe   opportnnity  fur  indicating  an   advance 
m  the   engraving  art  (if  any  such  advance 
bas  been    made)    has    not  been    taken  ad- 
vantage of.     The  new  design  is  extremely 
plain  and  nnpreteuding.     The  stamps  merit 
llie  appellation  of  clean- looking,  and  that  is 
about   ell.     Tbe   fatal  na- 
3  moral — fatal  except  in  very 
I  gifted  hands,  to  anything 
]  like  real  gracefulness — oe- 
1  copies  the  centre  of  a  solid 
circular    disk.     Tho    ring 
which    encircles    the   disk 
bears   the  inscription  fri- 
~   MAKKE    in   its   upper   half, 
and  the  value   in  the  lower.     The  rest  of 
the  space    is   filled  with  a  rather  fine  net- 
work, and  beneath  the  circle,  in  a  straight 
line,  is  tbe  word  syehige  ;  but  as  it  is  not  on 
a  label  it  mingles  with  the  groundwork,  and 
on  some  of  the  values  is  nearly  illegible.    The 
ground  is  onclosed  in  a  lined  frame,  which 
forma  a  kind  of  etrnscan  ornament  at  tbe 


ind  this  is  again  surrounded  by  a 
plain  rectangle.  This  description  applies  to 
all  the  values  except  the  highest — the  rix- 
daler — which,  instead  of  the  prosaic  numeral, 
bears,  as  a  central  device,  the  hardly  less 
prosaic  arms,  consisling  of  the  three  crowna, 
on  an  horizontal  lined  ground.  In  all  othtr 
respects  the  design  is  the  same,  but  the  nx- 
daler  is  printed  in  two  colours,  tbe  centre  in 
blue,  the  rest  in  buif.  In  size  the  new 
stamps  are  alwut  equal  to  the  current  German 
series.  They  are  prinleil  on  n  rather  rough, 
dull  white  paper,  and  neatly  perforated. 
The  colours  areas  fallows:  — 

3  ore  light  brown. 

5    „  pale  green. 


1^    , 


50   , 


blat 


Qeruanv.— We  copy  from  tho  0;, 
Piistamt  (General  Post  Office),  of  Berlin 
following  notice  of  a  forth- 
ODming  snb-typo  of  the  ex- 
isting series  of  adhesives, 
which  is  to  differ  from  tho 
first  edition  in  the  shape  \ 
of  tbe  eagle.  It  says, —  \ 
"  The  imperial  eagle  in  the  ; 
centre  of  the  German  post-  | 
age  stamps  does  not  ex- 
actly correspond  in  shiipe  to  the  eagle  of 
the  imperial  arms,  adopted  since  their  is- 
sue. Siuce  the  Ist  June  the  royal  (_'jy., 
imperial)  printing-office  uses  new  dies,  on 
which  the  form  of  the  eagle,  definitively 
settled,  differs  from  that  of  tbe  preceding 
type,  principally  in  the  enlargement  of  the 
central  ground,  and  the  addition  of  scrolls  to 
the  crown,"  Our  Birmingham  contemporary 
has  already  seen  one  of  the  new  1  sgr.,  and 
says  that  the  shield  surcharged  on  the  eagle 
is  four  times  larger  than  on  the  first  die ;  the 
ground  is  composed  of  dots  placed  vertically, 
instead  of  obliquely,  as  before,  and  the 
general  effect  is  to  embolden  the  somewhat 
dull  appearance  of  the  plain  centre.  We 
have  ourselves  received  a  specimen  of  the 
now  unstamped  "oit  c-T-d.  nf  which  five  are 
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sold  to  tho  pablio  for  n  quarter  groschen, 
on  compnring  it  with  the  Airmer  emia. 
we  notice  tlie  same  strikitig  innreaso  as  on 
the  adhesive,  in  the  size  of  the  escntcbeoo  ; 
we  also  observe  that  the  Prnsaian  eagte,  with 
whicb  the  escutcheon  is  charged,  which  used 
to  bo  inscribed  across  the  breast  with  the 
initials  F.R.,  now  bears  a  shield,  of  whicb 
the  alternate  quarters  are  b1a<.*k  and  whitp, 
respectively.  The  new  card  ia  much  sniAller 
and  thicker  than  the  old  one,  and  is  inscribed 

POSTKARTB. 

WoRTEMBuno. — A  rednction  has  been  de- 
cided on  tliroaghont  Germany  in  the  price 
of  post  cards.  Two  krenzers,  or  half  a 
groschcn,  is  the  universal  rate,  and  it  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  elC.  As  a  first- 
frnit  of  this  measure  the  Wurtemburg  3  kr. 
and  reply  cards  have  been  withdrawn,  and 
one  krcuaer  card?,  with  an  adhesive  1  kr. 
stamp  added,  have  been  provisionally  iaaned, 
pending  the  preparation  of  a  new  2  ki 
card.  The  latter  will  be  inscribed  fostk arti 
and  not  Gorretpondenz-ciiiie,  like  its  prede- 
cessor. For  these  particulars 
debted  to  Le  Timbre-Pofte. 

Japan. — A  perforated  set  of  Japanese 
stamps  is  a  totally  unexpected  novelty,  yet 
it  appears  that  it  exists.  We  have  before  ns 
».  specimen,  perf.  11,  colonr  deep  brown,  of 
the  same  general  design  as  its  imperforated 
congener,  bnt  from  a  new  die,  on  a  crisp, 
tbin,  whito  paper,  and  with  different  in- 
scriptions in  the  centre.  Tho  characters 
are  written  mncb  smaller,  and  of  the  two 
which  represent  the  value,  one  is  now  both 
to  the  editor  of  The  Philaldical  Journal 
and  ourselves.  It  ia  also  to  be  noticed  that 
the  inscriptions  are  transposed,  the  value 
being  now  uppermost.  The  effect  of  the 
redaction  in  the  size  of  the  characters  is  to 
leave  a  considerable  blank  space  in  the 
centre.  Notice  of  a  perforated  blue  stamp 
bas  been  sent  to  the  Birmingham  magazine, 
ftnd  the  correspondent  from  whom  we  hold 
our  browa  specimen,  says  he  possesses  an 
entire  set — presumably  composed  of  the 
four  known  colours.  It  seems  probable 
that  a  tborongh  alteration  has  occurred  in 
tbe  rates,  but  in  a  few  weeks  we  shall,  no 
doubi,  have  positive  intelligence  on  this 
point-. 


Jour- 


Prince    Edward    Island. — We    are   now 

able  to    present    our    readers    with    illn»- 

trations    of    the     two    and 

In  twelve  cent  valnCR  of  tbenew 
H  series,  and  may  take  occasion 
B  to  remark  that  the  doubt  as 
H  to  tbe  true  colonr  of  tbe 
9  10  c.  bas  not  yet  been  cleared 
9  op  by  tbe  Belgian  joor- 
B  nal.  We  may  also  observe 
that  The  Atnerica 
nal  of  Philately  speaks  of  tbe 
probable  issue  of  two  more 
values,  to  complete  the  new 
BcrioB,  a  thirteen  and  a 
twenty.four  cents. 

Mozambique. — The  belief 
in  tbe  mythical  issne  for  this 
colony,  originally  announced 
by  Le  T!mbre-Foate.  is  finally 
exploded  by  M.  Moens  himself,  who  for 
some  time  was  nnder  the  impression  that  a 
supply  of  nil  the  values  was  on  its  way  to 
him.  M.  Moeiis  quotes  the  following  letter, 
received  by  him  from  Lisbon: — 

"  No  slumps  are  printed  here  for  that 
colony.  If  Mozambique  baa  any  special 
stamps,  which  I  donb^  they  must  bo  made 
on  the  island.  1  hope  shortly  to  be  able  to 
6x  you  definitely  on  the  subject." 

If  no  stamps  should  be  forthcoming,  the 
album-makers  who  have  lefl  space  for  tbem 
will  not  thank  the  editor  of  tbe  Belgian  paper 
for  misleading  them. 

CiSHHEBE. — The  PhUateh'cal  Journal  chro- 
nicles a  green  circular  stamp,  similar  in 
general  appearance  to  the  other  values  of  tbe 
circular  type.  Tbe  centre  of  the  specimen 
which  our  contemporary  described  was  too 
blurred  to  admit  of  his  speaking  with  any 
certainty  as  to  tbe  value;  it  resembles  tbe 
half  anna  more  than  any  other,  and  such 
I'lie  Ph'diitelical  Journal  believes  it  to  be,  if 
it  is  not  an  entirely  new  value. 

Madeira  and  the  Azorbs. — Of  the  new 
series  for  these  possessions  the  following 
values  have  lately  made  their  appearance : 

iladelra, — 


bright  yellowish-green. 
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Azores. — 
SOreis, 
100  ,. 


orange, 
pale  lilac. 


Fiji  Islaxds. — The  same  anthority  an- 
nounces the  issue  of  a  second  edition  of  the 
snrcbarged  stamps,  amongst  which  the  12 
cents  figures  in  a  very  rich  shade  of  carmine 
red,  and  the  2  c.  is  found  of  a  darker  hue ; 
it  also  states  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  a 
fresh  series  being  emitted,  adorned  with  the 
portrait  of  the  respected  Cacombau. 

Falkland  Islands. — The  postal  value  of  the 
handstamped  impression,  Falkland  islands, 
PAID,  varies,  according  to  the  weight  of  the 
letter  it  ii*anks,  from  6d.  to  7s.  6d.,  and, 
perhaps,  higher.  The  amount  is  written  at 
the  side  of  the  impression,  and  as  a  contem- 
porary remarks,  in  a  philatelical  light,  one 
specimen  is  sufficient,  and  of  equal  value, 
whether  the  written  inscription  reads  six- 
pence  or  seven-and-sixpence. 

Capb  op  Good  Hope. — We  learn  from  Le 
Timhre-Poste  that  the  shilling  stamp  (rect.) 
of  the  first  sub-type  now  comes  over  printed 
a  very  deep  green,  and  The  Philatelical  Jour- 
nal  furnishes  us  with  information,  that  the 
one  penny  (new  die)  is  in  a  rich  shade  of 
carmine ;  the  5s.  of  a  rich  chrome  yellow  and 
in  burnt  sienna  of  the  water-colour  makers ; 
and  that  the  4d.  blue  is  again  in  use. 

Mexico. — The  stamps  of  the  new  type  re- 
cently received  have  the  surcharged  name  in 
ordinary  characters,  printed  in  an  arch, 
above  the  portrait.  M.  Moens  has  met  with 
Bpecimensof  the  25  c.,  50  c.,  and  lOOc,  bearing 
an  undecipherable  watermark  near  the  edge. 

A  Letter-Box  on  Fire.— The  contents  of  the  letter- 
Jwx  at  the  Bordeaux  post-oflSce  were  set  fire  to  by  an 
incDndiary,  about  the  18th  of  last  month.  The  postmaster 
issued  a  notice,  in  which,  after  saying  that  he  considers 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  inform  all  whom  it  might  concern,  of 
the  measures  taken  for  despatching  or  returning  to  the 
ttnders  the  debris  of  the  letters  found  in  the  box,  he 
sdda,  **From  the  quantity  of  carbonised  paper  found 
in  the  box,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  number  of 
letters  hare  been  entirely  destroyed.  Twenty-six  which 
were  found  intact  were  reforwarded ;  27  slightly  burnt 
veie  also  despatched  after  annotation,  67  partly  burnt 
have  been  sent  on  under  a  second  envelo])e.  18  fragments 
of  letters  bearing  the  seals  of  commercial  houses  have 
been  returned  to  the  senders,  the  dSris  of  64  letters 
entirely  carbonised  are  retained  at  the  post-office,  and 
88  partly-burnt  journals  have  been  handed  back  to  the 
publishers.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  have  the  box 
gusTded  from  the  outside  at  night." 


NOTES  FOR  COLLECTORS.— II. 

BY  A  PARISIAN  COLLECTOR. 

FIKST  SERIES. 

The  first  series  of  stamps  for  Austria  was 
issued  on  the  1st  of  June,  1850.  Mr.  Overy 
Taylor,  to  whose  paper  we  refer  for  the 
general  description  of  this  and  all  the 
remaining  series,  gives  the  date  as  the  10th 
of  June,  but  we  believe  it  to  be  an  error. 

The  series  continued  in  use  during  a 
period  of  upwards  of  eight  years;  and,  as 
might  be  anticipated,  in  the  course  of  so  long 
an  existence  it  went  through  several  phases  of 
variety.* 

It  is  unfortunate  that  we  can  gather  but 
little  information  from  the  obliterating  marks 
on  these  stamps.  There  appears  to  be  a 
want  of  uniformity  in  them  ;  and  though,  in 
common  with  many  of  the  obliterating  marks 
used  in  Germany,  they  not  unfreqnently 
bear  the  date  of  the  day  and  the  month,  yet 
very  few  bear  that  of  the  year  ;  and  we  have 
been  able  to  find  none  of  a  date  anterior  to 
1855. 

With  respect  to  the  gumming,  all  the 
specimens  which  we  have  found,  from  the 
year  1855  to  the  close  of  the  series,  are 
furnished  with  a  thick  coating  of  some 
adhesive  matter,  which,  from  its  toughness, 
and  from  its  swelling  and  turning  into  a 
kind  of  jelly  when  put  into  water,  we  take  to 
be  dextrine.  Specimens  of  an  earlier  date, 
however,  are  to  be  found,  with  gum  of  a 
darker  colour  and  more  friable.  The  impres- 
sions on  these  specimens  are  invariably  in 
brighter  and  clearer  colours. 

M.  Berger-Levrault  describes  this  series 
as  being  printed  on  papier  vergi  hlanc;  by 
which,  as  he  explains  it  subsequently,  he 
means  hand-made  paper,  not  necessarily 
marked  with  lines  in  the  grain.  Having  had 
the  opportunity  of  examining  a  very  large 
number  of  stamps  of  this  series,  we  can  safely 

*  Before  going  farther,  I  would  once  for  all  acknowledge 
with  thanks  the  liberal  manner  in  which  M.  Moens, 
Mr.  Toungf  and  other  dealers  have  at  all  times  permitted 
me  to  examine  their  extensive  stocks.  The  assistance 
thus  given  is  incalculable;  I  have  been  enabled  by  it 
to  examine,  even  in  the  first  series  for  Austria,  some 
thousands  of  specimens. 
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say  that  M.  Berger-Levrault  is  in  error,  for 
all  the  later  portion  of  the  series  is  printed 
on  paper  Efimilar  to  that  employed  for  the 
second  series,  which  is  plain  stont  wove. 
We  have,  consequently,  two  distinct  classes 
in  the  first  series ;  one  on  hand-made  paper, 
knd  the  other  on  wove.  From  an  examina- 
tion of  the  obliterating  marks,  it  does  not 
appear  probable  that  the  wove  paper  was  em- 
ployed prior  to  1856-7. 

The  hand-made  paper  presents  considerable 
varieties  of  texture  and  substance.  Varieties 
of  colour  may  also  be  observed,  the  older 
bopies  being  yellow ;  but  this  discolouration 
is  probably  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the 
gum,  which,  upon  such  copies,  is  of  a  darker 
colour.  We  see  but  little  good  to  be 
gained  by  seeking  to  subdivide  this  class. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  paper  is  rough 
and  unsurfaced,  varying  a  good  deal  in 
thickness ;  it  shows  no  distinct  lines  or 
vergeuresy  except  in  some  few  copies  of  the 
3  kreuzer  value.  This  latter  paper  does  not 
appear  to  be  what  is  commonly  called  laid^ 
but  ought  rather  to  be  called  ribbed  paper. 

The  stamps  were  printed  in  sheets  of 
sixty,  disposed  in  rows  of  eight.  As  the  sixty 
stamps  only  made  seven-and-a-half  rows,  the 
Remaining  four  blanks  were  filled  up  by  St. 
Andrew's  crosses  of  the  same  colour  as  the 
die  of  the  impression,  on  a  white  gronnd  ; 
thus  making  a  symmetrical  sheet  of  eight 
stamps  in  eight  rows.  A  curious  fact  is 
noticed  in  M.  Berger-Levrault's  catalogne, 
'viz.,  the  existence  of  a  rouletted  copy  of  the 
'blue  cross.  In  the  beautiful  collection  of  a 
Brussels  amateur,  a  copy  also  exists  of  a 
similar  cross,  machine  perforated  15.  As  no 
stamps  in  this  series  have  been  found  either 
rouletted  or  machine  perforated,  it  is  fair  to 
suppose  that  previously  to  the  issue  of  the 
next  series,  experiments  in  perforation  were 
,made  on  some  pritited  sheets  of  the  9  kreuzer 
of  this  series,  which  were  never  issued  to  the 
public. 

The  colours  of  the  impressions  present  the 
following  varieties. 

1  kreuzer,  ochre,  to  orange-yellow  and  bright  yellow. 

2  „        intense  black  and  black. 

3  „        bright  vermilion,  to  scarlet  and  brick-red. 
6      „        red-brown,  to  warm  brown  and  umber- 
brown. 

9      ,,        Prussian  blue,  to  sky  blue  and  dull  li^ht 
blue. 


i» 


Classification. 

I. — Hand-made  paper,  varying  in  thickness, 

and  in  colour  from,  yellowish  to  dead  white. 

1  kreuzer,  ochre  (shades). 

1      „        orange-yellow    (shades).     Specimens  ire 

not  uncommonly  found  pnnted  on  both 

sides. 

1  „        chrome-yellow  (shades). 

2  „        intense  Slack,  black. 

3  „        vermilion  (shades). 

3  „  scarlet  (shades).  Specimens  are  to  be 
found  on  paper  showing  veryturtt,  but 
they  are  exceedingly  rare. 

6      „        red-brown  (shades),  warm  brown  (shades). 

9      „        Prussian  blue  (shades),  sky-blue,  dull  Wue 

(shades). 

II. — Wove  piper,  white  and  smooth. 

1  krouzcr,  Naples  yellow  (shades),    light    chroeae- 

vellow. 

2  „         black. 

3  ,.         scarlet,  brick -red  to  very  pale  red. 


6 
9 


»» 


light  umber-brown, 
ligbt  Prussian  blue. 


NOTES   ON 
THE   LOCALS  OF  CALIFORNIA 

AND  THE 

WESTERN   STATES    OF   AMERICA. 

IIL 

BY   EDWARD  L.   PBMBEBTON. 

{Continued from  tol,  x.,  p.  37.) 
The  next  group  of  Expresses  includes  : — 
Sept.,  1849,     Hawley  &  Co. 
May,  1850,      Angle  &  Co. 
Dec,  1851,      Freeman  &  Co. 
Now,  according  to  Mr.  Todd,  the  second 
Express  ever  started  ran  under  the  name  of 
Hawley  &  Co.,  and  was  owned  by  Messrs. 
Hawley  <fc  Spear;  the  only  printed  notices 
have  been  supplied  to  me   by    Mr.  Lomler, 
and  they  are  the  following  : — 
May  18,  1850,  Angle  Sd  Co. 


ANGLE  *  CO/B  EXPRBSfl  TO  BACRAMKXTO.-L«tt«r».  H<*  *^' 
*r..  fbrwHnlf*.!.  Offlei  at  Me»»ra.  fMm  mnl  Tlldmi's.  lUn  Vnmeu^ 
Jutn»  Spmr,  proprietor. 

March  20,  1850.    Hawley  &  Co. 

HAWLEY  A  CO/8  EXPRESS  TO  THE  ATLANTIC  »TATW- 
Af^uU  at  8aeraiii«ntu.  BeiifclA,  Fremont.  MMTSTllle,  Xkoia— .  Sa>* 
City.  Ao..  Ac    T.  R.  Hawlej*  owner. 

From  these  advertisements  it  is  evident 
that  Mr.  Spear,  if  he  actually  was  a  partner 
in  Hawley  <fc  Co.,  in  1849  seceded  and  joined 
Angle  &  Co.,  which  Express  in  May,  185(S 
was  entirely  in  his  own  hands;  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  Angle  &  Co.  (T.  Spear, 
owner)  and  Hawley  &  Co.  (J.  R.  Hawley, 
owner)  contemporaneous  and  distinct;  for  it 
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appears  that  on  July  1,  1850,  Angle  &  Co. 
were  bought  out  by  Hawley  &  Co.,  at  the 
same  date  the  latter  firm  being  joined  by 
Mr.  J.  M.  Freeman.  Mr.  Hawley  having 
purchased  Mr.  Spear *s  Express,  wonld,  of 
course,  acconnt  for  the  connection  of  the 
names  in  Mr.  Todd's  memory ;  onr  explan- 
ation, if  correct,  as  we  believe,  wonld  give 
Hawley  &  Co.  starting  Sept.,  1 849,  absorbing 
Angle  &  Co.  in  July,  1850,  and  being  them- 
selves changed  to  the  style  of  Freeman  & 
Go's  Express  some  time  daring  1851,  when 
the  partner  of  that  name  bought  the  whole 
basiness.  We  have  seen  no  franks  of  either 
Angle  or  Hawley. 

1851.  Freeman  &  Co. — This  was  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  Expresses 
of  the  early  days,  and  continued  in  operation 
till  June,  1860.  The  handstamps  are  not 
nnmerons  ;  indeed  the  only  one  which  I  have 
is  oval. 

The  following  advertisement  is  transcribed 
from  a  paper  of  the  year  1851 : — 

FREKHAM    A    CO.'S    KXPBKSS— 

DAILY  to  8ACRAMRNT0  CITY.  IIARYRVILLE  and  NEVADA  CITY. 

F.  A  CO.  havp  aafra  in  their  exprru  roomi  on  board  tbn  fast  steamers 

'Smator.  N«w  World,   and  Oiw.    Dana.  Ibr  thn  «««uHty  of  tmaaure 

nitrui»lvd  lo  them,  which  fa  alwayii  aceonipanird  br  faithful  inMM«'ngcr«. 

Orrfera.  bill*,  parkagee.  Ac.  forwarded,  and  all  btuineei  pertaining  to  an 

Kxprfw  promptly  atteadMl  to. 

r.  k  CO.  ic  the  onlj  Arm  in  th"  Vall^  of  th*  Sacramento  eonnec^ing 
with  Mfwen.  ADAMS  A  CO.,  on  whom  thpy  are  authorliUMi  to  draw  RilU 
of  kiehaage  fbr  aujr  amount  parMble  In  New  Orleana,  New  York,  and  all 
tiMKprfoejpd  rltlea  of  the  Atlmntic  Statoa. 

Office*— Ban  Pranciaco.  in  Adams  A  C«>.'a  new  flreproot  building. 

■amunente  Cltf.  at  42.  Beennd  «trec«. 

Marjmille,  at  S«*ow  A  Lunta.  on  the  Plaza. 

■mJ^  Bowers  A  Co.  canne<-t  with  us  at  Sacramento  fhtm  Nevada  Citr. 
Langton  A  Co.  connect  with  us  at  Saeraiuento  fh>m  Duwnieville. 


The  printed  franks  and  varieties,  which  are 
nnmerons,  will  be  described  in  due  order. 

In  an  old  directory  we  find  the  following 
notices : — 

FREEMAN  A  CO.'S  ATLANTIC  AND  EUROPEAN  EXPRESS. 
Office  N.E.  eor  Sac'o  and  Uant>.  Establlebed  in  1849  under  the  above 
%le  aa  an  tntarior  Expraea.  hiving  principal  oflloes  in  San  Kraneiacn  and 
BMraroento.  from  which  branehea  r^dtattd  throughout  the  State.  June. 
laK.  Mr.  Fhwman  became  ennneeted  with  the  eelebrated  bouae  of  Adama 
A  Co.,  ftroui  which  he  withdrew  Jnlr  14th,  KftS.  and  after  a  prolonged  ab- 
Mnc*  from  Oalifomia,  daring  which  he  eetabliahed  expresaea  in  the  prin- 
eip«]  dtica  and  towna  on  the  weat  coaat  of  Sonth  Am>^iea.  After  the 
•lilani  of  Adama  A  Co.  tba  above  bouae  re  eeUbiiahed  in  thla  citj  Maj 
M.  IS65.  and  h«va  expressea  to  and  feom  all  parte  of  the  Atlauiie  btates 
aadEarap*. 

FREEMAN  JOAN  M.  of  FREEMAN  A  CO..  N.E..  cor  Mont'v  and 
Sae'e.  Mr.  Freemaa  ma.v  yntj  properlj  laj  claim  to  the  position  of 
pioneer  uf  hia  pr«eeut  business  in  Calilbrnia. 

This  appears  rather  to  invalidate  the 
Hawley  and  Freeman  arrangememont  above, 
bat  we.  feel  sure  that  Mr.  Todd  was  the 
pioneer  expressman  of  California;  for  the 
re$t  we  can  only  trust  to  time  for  a  final 
ciirrectioii. 

Nov.,  1849.     Berfokd  &  Co. — This  is  not 


quite  so  unknown  as  the  nicg'ority  of  those 
we  have  so  far  described.  In  a  paper  of  Dec. 
26,  1840,  is  the  following  advertisement : — 

BERFORD  k  CO..  UNITED  STATES  AND  CALIFORNIA  EXPRESS; 
AND  INDEPENDENT  HAIL  CO.  R.  O  BeHhrd  A  Co.,  San  rranelseo 
T.  J.  BajUMf  A  Co..  Sacramento  :  .Charl*«  Plitt  A  Co.,  San  Joae.  Run 
to  Atlantic  Statea,  Sacramento,  Stockton,  San  Jose,  and  Interior. 

According  to  another  advertisement  of 
Dec.  21,  1851,  the  owners  were  R.  G. 
Berford  and  J.  C.  Hackett,  but  the  following 
ought  to  be  quoted  first;  (the  name  now 
drops  •*  California "  Express  it  will  be 
noticed,  which  distinction  appears  on  the 
franks). 

BlCBFORn    4c    CO.'S    ]£XPRK88. 

FOR  THE  ATLANTIC  STATB8,  NoT««iber  1st,  1851,  hj  {he  splendid 
fkst  running  Steamer, 

Tennessee« 

Qbo.  M.  Tottek,  Commander. 
A  Special  Messenger  will  be  despatched  as  usual,  who  will  take  charge 
of  our  Expreea,  Goods,  Gold  Dust,  etc,  and  dc^liver  to  all  parts  of  the 
Statea  without  delay,  and  on  the  moat  raasunable  terma.    Wa  will  ajao 
■end  

A   Upeelal   Memmen^er 

by  the  new  route,  rim  Niearagua,  Nor.  lat,  ^7  tha  naw  and  fast  running 
Steamer, 

PaelflCt  JAimfl,  Master. 

who  wni  take  charge  of  our  INDEPENDENT  MAIL,  and  paekagea  of 
every  description. 

Letters  received  till  S  o'clock,  and  parcels  tlU  1  o'clock  oa  day  of 
sailing.  BERFORD  A  CO., 

California  Bxehaage. 
Comer  of  Clajr  and  Kaarujr  streets. 

We  cannot  add  anything  more  to  these  dry 
details,  so,  not  to  waste  time  and  space,  will 
summarily  describe  the  franks.  They  may  be 
briefly  divided  into  two  types. 

1st.  Berford  Sf  Co.'s  California  Express^ 
Faid,  This  is  found  stamped  in  black,  blue, 
and  greenish  ink ;  large  transverse  oval. 

2nd.  Berford  ^  Co,' 8  Express,  Paid.  This 
is  stamped  in  black  ana  blue  ink ;  large 
transverse  double  oval ;  paid  in  centre.  This 
company,  after  a  presumably  prosperous 
career,  was  bought  out  by  Wells,  Fargo,  ^ 
Co.,  in  June,  1854. 

End  of  1849.  Adams  &  Co.  From  a 
paper  of  Dec.  14,  1849,  I  find  the  nam.es  of 
the  proprietors  of  this  well-known  express. 
They  were  Alvin  Adams,  Boston  j  Wm.  R 
Dinsmore,  New  York ;  and  D.  H.  Haskell, 
San  Francisco.  They  had  lines  to  the 
Atlantic  States  and  Interior,  but  failed  in 
Feb.  23,  1855 ;  at  least  so  runs  my  infor- 
mation. The  handstamps  used  were  various, 
and  1  possess  the  following : — 

1st.  Adams  Sc  Co's  Express,  Sacramento, 
Star  each  side ;  red,  transverse  oval,  on 
letters  of  February  14,  1852,  and  March  20, 
1853. 


128 


THE  stamp-collector's  MAGAZINE. 


2nd.  Adams  ^  Oo,*8  Express^  StockUyii^  blue. 
8rd.  Adams  ^  Co.*s  Express,  Sonora,  blue. 
Both  transverse  ovals,  and  probably  in  use 
in  1851,  latter  half. 

4th.  Adams  Sf  Co.^s  Express,  Sacramento, 
Blue,  large  double  circle,  with  date  in  centre. 
This  is  one  of  the  few  Express  .Companies 
that  issued  an  adhesive  stamp  ;  its  value 
was  25  cents,  it  was  used  in  1853,  and  it 
will  be  duly  described  in  full.  It  was 
noticed  in  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine 
for  1870. 

The  following  will  be  described  in  our 
next  paper : — 

Gregory  &  Co. 

Rowe  &  Co. 

Rhodes  &  Co. 

Rhodes  <fc  Whitney. 

Blake. 

Hunter  &  Co. 

Wines  &  Co. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  SICILIAN  STAMPS,  WITH  HEAD  OF 
FERDINAND  II. 

lb  the  Editor  <j/"The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir,— It  has  sometimes  been  asserted  that  the 
unwed  Sicilian  stamps  of  1859  (which  have  been  offered 
rather  freely,  and  at  a  low  price  to  collectors)  are  reprints, 
but  I  hare  been  very  slow  to  believe  this ;  and  I  am  now 
confirmed  in  m  v  opinion  that  they  arc  genuine  **  remain- 
ders," by  the  fact,  that  at  this  present  time  they  have 
become  comparatively  scarce.  Had  they  been  reprints, 
there  would  nave  been  no  falline-ofi*  in  the  supplies. 

Yours  faitnfully, 

Norfolk.  K.  T.  Y. 


Hoping  that  you  will  do  us  the  justice  to  in -Hat  this  in 
the  next  number  of  the  magazine. 

We  are,  yours  truly, 
Zondon.  J.  W.  SCOTT  k  CO. 


THE  RECENT  FOSTAGE-STAMP  AUCTION. 
To  the  Editor  q/'^Thb  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Bear  Sib, — In  a  letter  published  by  you  in  the  last 
number  of  The  Stamp*Cotlector* a  Maaazine,  under  the 
title  of  *'  An  American  Collector  on  the  recent  Auction 
Sale,'*  several  statements  are  made  that  are  entirely  with- 
out ifbundation,  and  as  our  firm  is  mentioned,  we  deem  it 
our  duty  to  ^ve  the  facts  of  the  case  to  collectors. 

First :  neither  Mr.  Francis  Foster  nor  any  other  col- 
lector has  ever  had  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  a  single 
ipeciroen  that  was  incluacd  in  the  late  auction  sale  before 
t£at  event  came  off;  and  with  regard  to  leaving  the 
prices  to  chance,  we  had  four  different  standing  offers  of 
1 100  each  for  the  20  c.  St.  Louis,  and  were  offered  £100  for 
twenty  stamps  that  were  included  in  the  sale,  and  those 
not  all  the  scarcest  onef. 

Secondly :  Mr.  Foster—like  all  other  discoverers  of 
Confederate  Locals — "secured  all  he  ever  saw  or  heard  of," 
but  so  far  from  oneb^ing  secured  fora  **  fellow  collector" 
(some  special  one  being  implied),  it  was  left  on  sale  with 
two  different  Boston  dealers  (S.  A.  Taylor  and  F.  Trifet), 
and  was  finally  sold  to  Dr.  Petrie  for  9  20. 


THE  PETERSBURG  STAMP. 
To  the  Editor  of '^The  Stamp-Collectob's  Maoazihb." 

Dear  Sir,— As  promised  in  my  previous  article  on  this 
stamp,  I  have  made  further  inquiries  in  ppg«rd  to  the 
exact  date  of  its  issue,  and  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  following  important  information  on  that  subject.  For 
a  long  time  there  seemed  to  be  little  or  no  chance  of 
obtaining  any  clue  to  the  date  of  issue,  until  Mr.  Young 
(to  whom  I  am  again  indebted)  "discovered'*  a  certain 
Mr.  Steinback,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  Petersburg  post- 
oflSce,  during  the  war. 

The  only  way  in  which  Steinbtck  could  even  approxi- 
mately fix  the  date  of  issue  was  by  the  death  of  Mr. 

H N .     The  way  in  which  Mr.  N 

was  concerned  was  this  : — 

Mr.  N was  a  profound  believer  in  Franklia^s 

motto,  **  A  penny  saved  is  a  penny  earned,"  so  when  he 
bought  fifty  cents  worth  of  the  provisional  stamps  at  the 
Petersburg  post-office,  he  could  not  quite  see  the  force  of 
paying  ftfty-one  cents.  It  seems  that  there  was  a  rok 
that  anyone  buying  so  large  a  quantity  as  fifty  cents 
worth,  should  contribute  an  extra  cent,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  printing,  &c.    Well,  to  make  a  long  story 

short,  Mr.  N ,  who  was  among  the  first  to  buy  tbe 

stamps,  resisted  the  rule,  and  made  it  rather  **  lively  "  for 
the  post-office  clerks,  and  Steinback  says  that  his  death, 
shortly  afterwards,  was  looked  upon  by  them  in  the  light 
of  a  special  Providence,  introduced  to  anve  them  from 
being  talked  and  worried  to  an  untimely  end.^  Taking 
these  circumstnnces  into  consideration,  Mr.  Steinbaek 
fixes  the  date  of  issue  as  March,  186i,  and  the  date  after 
which  no  more  were  sold  to  the  public  as  Novembt*r,  1862, 
although,  of  course,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  soch 
persons  as  had  previously  purchased  them  from  udng 
them  after  that  aatc.  This  accounts  for  a  few  specimeDi 
being  found  dated  as  late  as  February  (1863). 

In  regard  to  the  handstamp,  the  clerks  reeognixe  the 
blue  (round)  one,  as  the  one  generally  used.  It  is  probable 
that  the  black  oval  was  used  prior  to  the  blue  one,  but 
given  up  in  March  or  April,  18o2. 

The  above,  coming  as  it  does  from  official  sources,  and 
added  to  the  proof  given  in  my  last,  leaves  no  longer  any 
reason  for  doubting  the  genuine  character  of  type*  I.  and 
II.,  including  their  minor  varietiea,  which  latter  are 
entirely  due  to  the  stamps  being  tvpe-set. 

And  now,  a  few  words  in  dewnce  of  the  **  Pleasant 
Shade."  Most  collectors  know  that  this  stamp  is  in  everr 
respect  identical  with  Type  II.  of  the  Petersburg,  and 
having  proved  the  genuine  character  of  the  latter,  it  roar 
naturally  bo  inferred  that  "  Pleasant  Shade  '*  is  likewise 
authentic.  But  thie  is  not  the  point  that  has  beep 
disputed.  Some  of  our  European  collectors  base  their 
doubts  on  the  ground  that  **  no  such  place  is  to  be  fbntid 
on  the  map."  Perhaps  if  the^  will  again  be  good  enough 
to  turn  to  the  state  or  Virginia  in  their  atlaa,  and  follow 
the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  R.  R.,  they  will  find  in 
Brunswick  Co.  a  station  by  the  name  of  Hicksfbrd,  and 
near  by  the  ttiysterious  *' Pleasant  Shade,"  wboice 
emanated  the  laoel  in  question.  I  may  state  that 
Campbell,  the  printer  of  the  Petersburg  stamps,  distinctly 
remembers  having  printed  a  similar  one  for  Pleasant 
Shade  also. 

Tours  truly. 

New  York,  CHARLES  H.   OOSTEB. 
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OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

[Emissions  noticed  in  thb  present  Aeticle: — Hon* 
dumts — Eeuador'—  Chili— AUaee  and  Lon  aine—  Vene- 
zuela.'] 

The  PkilatelisL — Tho  July  and  August  rnim- 
bers  are  both  well  up  to  the  usual  standard. 
The  principal  articles  in  the  former  are  the 
Parisian  Collector's  notes  on  "The  Envelopes 
of  Germany,"  "The  Philatelic  Press,"  and  the 
"  Notes  on  the  Chilian  Stamps  of  the  first 
Emission."  In  the  latter  the  "  Spud  Papers  " 
come  to  the  fore,  together  with  a  prize  essay, 
from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Earee. 

In  the  "  Notes  on  the  Envelopes  of  Ger- 
many "  a  short  sketch  of  the  Tour  and  Taxis 
office  is  given,  which  the  writer  believed  to 
be  the  first  information  published  in  an 
English  magazine  respecting  it ;  but,  in 
reality,  the  history  he  gives  was  translated  by 
Le  Ti'mbre-Poste  from  an  article,  written  by 
Mr.  Mount  Brown,  which  appeared  in  the 
first  number  of  TJie  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine. 
Thus  much  in  rectification  ;  the  repetition  of 
the  details  given  so  long  ago  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  acceptable  to  the  new  gene- 
ration of  stamp-collectors  which  has  since 
arisen. 

The  only  noteworthy  item  in  "  The  Phila- 
telic Press  "  is  the  explanation,  quoted  from 
Le  Titnhrophile,  of  the  impression  of  the 
Honduras  and  Ecuador  stamps  in  two 
colours.  The  green  1  real  of  each  counti-y 
is  reserved  exclusively  for  home  service, 
whilst  the  I  real  pink  of  Honduras  and 
yellow  of  Ecuador  are,  respectively,  used  for 
foreign  correspondence  only. 

From  the  paper  on  the  Chilian  stamps 
we  learn,  that  the  law  authorising  their 
emission  is  dated  October,  1852 ;  that  the 
metallic  plates  were  engraved  in  England, 
and  were  sent  out  with  the  first  supply  of 
labels.  The  1  c.  was  issued  alone,  after  the 
three  other  values,  and  not  in  1862,  but  in 
the  following  year.  In  1854  the  10  c.  was 
for  the  first  time  made  to  do  duty  for  the  5  c, 
by  being  diagonally  halved. 

In  a  reply  to  a  correspondent  the  editor 
states  that  the  whole  of  the  surplus  stock  of 
the  Alsace  and  Lorraine  stamps  has  been  de- 
stroyed ;  if  so,  we  may  expect  to  see  those 
that  are  in  the  hands  of  dealers  rising  in 
price.     By  the  way,  is  the   designation   of 
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these  stamps  as  Alsace  and  Lorraine  quito 
accurate?  They  were  used  wherever  the 
Germans  efiected  a  lodgment,  and  at  least  as 
far  north  as  Amiens. 

The  "Spud"  paper,  in  the  August  number, 
unearths  some  very  dangerous  Venezuelan 
forgeries.  Of  the  first  type  the  most  easily 
recognisable  points  in  the  counterfeits  are  the 
white  spot  above  the  e  in  corbeo,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  z  in  Venezuela,  which  falls  just 
under  the  eo  of  cokreo.  The  forged  mcdio- 
centavo  of  1861  has  the  d  of  libebtad  at  some 
distance  from  the  end  of  the  ribbon,  whilst  in 
the  original  it  is  close  to  tho  end ;  further- 
more, the  forgery  shows  a  very  small  dot 
over  the  i  of  mkoio;  the  true  stamp  has  the 
dot  full  and  distinct. 

**  How  shall  we  Collect "  is  a  well-written 
paper,  arguing  in  favour  of  collection  after 
the  French  style,  and  we  can  but  regret  that 
it  should  have  been  held  back  so  long,  as  its 
arguments  have  lost  some  of  the  freshness 
they  would  have  possessed  at  the  time  it  was 
written — two  years  ago.  Yet  it  would  still  do 
our  American  friends  some  good  to  read, 
mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest  the  precepts 
it  contains.  They  are  the  most  obstinate  re- 
jectors of  an  extended  system  of  collecting ; 
but  even  they  will,  sooner  or  later,  come 
round. 

The  editor  of  The  Philatelist,  in  a  short 
paragraph  treating  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Philatelic  Society,  complains  that  we  re- 
presented the  recent  meetings  at  Dr.  Viner's 
house  as  unofficial.  We  certainly  thought 
they  were  so,  from  the  terms  in  which  they 
were  referred  to  by  our  correspondent ;  but, 
to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  in  future, 
the  simplest  thing  would  be  for  the  assistant- 
secretary  to  send  us  a  copy  of  his  minutes  of 
the  proceedings,  if  he  be  so  minded.  We  may 
add,  that  as  the  business  of  the  meetings  in 
question  was  confined  to  the  comparison  of 
collections,  and  no  serious  work  was  done, 
there  was  all  the  more  reason  for  our  sui)- 
position  that  they  were  unofficial. 

Le  Tlmhre-Poste. — In  discussing  the  con- 
tents of  the  July  number  we  omitted  to  re- 
fer to  the  article  on  tho  "  Perforation  of  the 
Spanish  Stamps,"  or  rather  their  piqunrje. 
Several  trials  were  made  in  1858  on  some 
sheets  of  4  cuartos  stamps  of  the  1857  type, 
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and  M.  Moens  has  received  speeiniens  of 
these  stamps,  which,  it  turns  out,  are  not 
yiquS^  but  perforated  after  the  fashion  of 
some  of  the  St.  Thomas  and  La  Guaira  stamps. 
In  1862  the  engraver,  M.  Alabem,  obtained 
a  machine  from  M.  Susse,  of  Paris,  and  it 
was  tried  on  some  sheets  of  4  cuartos,  of  the 
3862  type,  printed  in  brown  on  white,  but 
was  rejected  because  it  was  not  capable  of 
turning  ont,  within  a  given  time,  the  required 
number  of  stamps.  Finally,  Messrs.  Gon- 
weloos  Brothers,  of  Brussels,  after  giving 
proof  of  their  ability  to  meet  the  long-felt 
want,  received  the  order  to  supply  two  of 
their  machines  in  1864,  and  they  were  em- 
ployed to  perforate  the  1865  series. 

The  August  number  is  composed  of  the 
Chronicle,  an  instalment  of  Dr.  Magnus's 
monograph  on  envelope  stamps,  and  an  ar- 
ticle on  the  German  field-post  service 
during  the  late  war,  in  which  is  detailed 
the  completeness  of  the  arrangements  made 
to  secure  the  regular  exchange  of  correspond- 
ence between  the  German  soldiers  and  their 
friends,  who  "  sat  at  home  at  ease "  (?). 
The  following  extract  will  exemplify  the 
style  of  the  article : — 

"  It  was  principally  under  the  sheds  and  in 
the  barns  that  the  army  post-office  installed 
itself.  On  arriving  at  the  bivouac  the  postal 
waggons  were  drawn  up,  and  a  sort  of  in- 
trenchment  formed,  behind  which  the  officials 
set  to  work.  Tables  for  sorting  were  impro- 
vised, or  the  clerks  grouped  themselves  on 
the  ground,  the  quicker  to  get  through  the 
work.  This  encampment  was  the  signal  for 
everyone  to  get  ready  his  correspondence. 
For  lack  of  a  desk,  the  soldiers  scribbled  away, 
no  matter  how  or  where.  It  was  on  such 
occasions  that  the  utility  of  the  post  card 
was  appreciated ;  to  pull  one  out  of  the 
haversack,  and  trace  upon  it  a  few  hasty 
words  of  remembrance,  was  the  work  of  a 
minute.  The  administration  had  had  twelve 
millions  of  these  cards  printed,  and  they 
were  distributed  among  the  soldiers  on  their 
entry  into  active  service.  The  simple  private, 
equally  with  the  officer  of  the  highest  grade, 
no  matter  where  he  might  be, — at  the 
bivouac,  the  advanced  pusts,  or  in  the 
trenches, — received  his  letters  from  home  as 
regularly  as  in  the  piping  times  of  peace. 


The  American  Journal  of  PhUaiely. — From 
the  last  number  we  learn  that  the  collection 
of  that  well-known  amateur,  Mr.  Lomler, 
of  San  Francisco,  is  to  be  sold  by  auction. 
No  doubt  it  will  turn  out  to  be  exceptionally 
rich  in  scarce  Califomian  franks.  The 
Charleston  and  Columbia  stamps  are  treated 
of  by  Mr.  Scott,  and  then  comes  a  long 
article  on  the  "United  States  Newspaper 
Stamps,"  which  is  as  uninteresting  as  the 
unpostal  labels  (to  coin  an  expression)  of 
which  it  treats.  The  monthly  chronicle, 
reviews,  "  Correspondence,"  and  the  "  An- 
swers to  Correspondents,"  complete  the 
number.  In  the  "Answers  "  we  commenced 
reading  with  interest  the  editor's  promise  to 
a  correspondent, — "Wo  will  endeavour  to 
embrace;" — but  the  completion  of  the  sen- 
tence— "  the  information  you  require  " — was 
disappointing.  Still  it  gives  us  a  hint ;  we 
shall  know  what  to  do  with  information 
the  next  time  we  meet  with  it. 

The    Philatelical    Journal, — The    currwit 
number  opens  with  an  announcement  which 
we  feel  sure  will  give  rise  to  general  regret ; 
the  editor  has  been  laid  up  by  a  severe  attack 
of  rheumatic  fever,   and  "at  the   time  c^ 
writing  he  is  still  unpronounced  ont  of  dan- 
ger."    If  the   good   wishes   of  philatelists 
everywhere  can  avail,  his  recovery  will  be 
speedy  and  complete.     Tlie  number  under 
review  is  as  readable  as  its  predecessors,  but, 
perhaps  because  the  keen  editorial  eye  has 
been  absent,  we  notice  a  few  rather  promi- 
nent typographical  slips ;  thus,  habilitado,  on 
p.  138,  is  written  "habitado;"  "cronicled" 
does  duty  for  chronicled,  and  "Mada,"  p.  1S9, 
for  Madka.     The  "Cream  of  the  Magazines" 
is  briefer  than  usual,  but  the  quality  of  the 
cream  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.     Com- 
plaint is  made  that  American  writers  do  not 
come  forward  with  their  information  until 
English  philatelists  have  treated  on  subjects 
respecting  which  their  American  brethren 
are,  or  profess  to  be,  aufait;  but  we  do  not 
think  too  much  should  be  made  of  this  cir- 
cumstance.    Our  United  States  friends,  like 
many  other   people,   are  not  aware  of  the 
extent  of  their  own   knowledge  until  they 
meet  with  statements  which  they  find  it  to  be 
in  their  power  to  correct ;  but  they  ought  to 
be  grateful  to  English  writers  for  amicably 
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Btirring  them  up ;  whilst  the  latter  should 
rejoice  to  find  that  their  painstaking^  attempts 
to  elucidate  doubtful  points,  attain  the  de- 
sired end  of  eliciting  further  information. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  Petersburg  stamp, 
it  is  a  very  pretty  quarrel  as  it  stands 
between  Mr.  Pemberton  and  Mr.  Coster, 
and  a  fair  field  and  no  farour  is  all  that 
the  disputants  require  to  bring  it  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion. 

After  the  list  of  new  issues  comes  the 
"  filack  List,"  in  which  figures  a  specimen 
of  the  forged  Prince  Edward  Island  4  cents, 
alluded  to  elsewhere  in  this  number ;  and  to 
that  succeeds  an  article,  by  Mr.  W.  Vipond, 
on  "Franks,  Post  and  Cancelling  Marks,'' 
which,  without  pretending  to  the  character  of 
a  complete  list,  promise^  to  be  both  interest- 
ing and  instructive.  Among  other  curious 
marks  is  an  illustration  of  the  handstamp 
struck  on  franked  letters  before  the  intro- 
duction of  cheap  postage.  It  consists  of  a 
plain  circle,  with  a  roughly  outlined  crown 
at  the  top,  and,  within,  the  word  free  in  block 
capitals,  followed  by  the  date  in  two  lines. 
No  one,  we  believe,  has  yet  noticed  the  cu- 
rious  postmark  lately  adopted  in  the  London 
post-office  for  printed  matter.  It  consists  of 
what  we  may  term  four  thick  lines,  with  fan- 
shaped  outer  extremities,  and  in  the  angles 
the  three  letters,  n.  p.  b.,  signifying,  we  pre- 
sume. Newspaper  Branch.  The  figure  5  in  the 
upper  compartment  we  cannot  explain.  This 
mark  completely  cancels  the  stamp  to  which 
it  is  applied.. 

In  the  "Reviews  of  Philatelical  Publica- 
tions" is  quoted  the  programme  of  a  phila- 
telical congress  and  ball,  copied  from  the 
Allgemeiner  Briefmarken-Anzeiger ;  and  as  it  is 
such  an  entire  novelty,  we  in  turn  borrow  it 
from  the  pages  of  our  Birmingham  contem- 
porary. 

PniLATELICAL  CONGRESS. 

In  Liibeck, 

On  Sunday,  the  14th  July,  1872. 

Order  of  the  Day, 

AaBcmbly  of  visitors  in  Liibeck :  7  o'clock  and  after, 
(jeneral  entertainment ;  and  breakfaflt  in  the  local 
Exchange  Hall,  by  the  widow  LUdemann,  until 

10.30  a.m. 

Discussion  as  to  the  spreading  of  philatelical  knowledge, 
&c.,  &c. 


12.30. 

End  of  the  discussion,  and  dinner ;  some  in  the  Exchange 
Hall,  and  others  in  the  private  houses  of  Liibeok 
amateurs. 

1.30. 

Meeting  on  board  the  steam-boat,  "Martha;"  during 
the  trip,  music  by  tlie  76th  Fusiliers*  band. 

2.30. 
Landing  of  the  visitors. 

3  o'clock. 
Concert. 

5  o'clock. 
Supper. 

8.30  p.m. 

Commencement  of  the  ball,  to  be  kept  up  till  morning. 
Among  other  music  will  be  played  tne  new  Hamburger 
B'-iefmarken-Borae  Waitz,  una  the  Boppicr' se/ie  und 
Hamm*»che  Brief  mar  ken^  Polka, 

15th  July,  7  a.m. 

Departure  of  the  visitors  to  catch  the  train  reaching 
Hamburg  at  9  o'clock. 

With  the  help  of  the  fair  sex,  says  The  Ph, 
Journal,  the  philatelical  ball  proved  by  its 
attractive  power  that  some  attraction  can  be 
derived  from  our  science.  To  report  the 
proceedings  in  appropriate  terms,  it  should  be 
said  that  they  created  an  impression  which 
will  not  be  easily  obliterated  from  the  minds 
of  those  present ;  let  us  hope  that  stamps  on 
the  toes  formed  no  part  of  the  entertain- 
ment. 

A  long  piece  of  rhyme  follows  the  reviews, 
dedicated  "  To  our  Foster-brother,  Gentle 
James.*'  The  writer,  certainly  not  without 
reason,  invokes  **  Apollo's  aid  to  harmonise 
his  numbers ; "  but  his  appeal,  to  judge  by 
the  frequently  halting  rhyme,  seems  not  to 
have  been  favourably  heard.  The  poem,  if  we 
may  so  term  it,  is  a  mistake  from  beginning 
to  end,  for  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  readers 
of  the  PhiL  Journal  will  hardly  care  for  such 
a  piece  of  personality.  If  Mr.  Foster,  the 
person  referred  to,  is  what  the  poet  hints  at 
his  being,  then  he  is  decidedly  unworthy  of 
two  columns  of  print  in  such  a  journal  as  the 
Philatelical,  and  in  any  case  his  churacter  and 
doings  have  no  public  interest  whatever. 
The  shower  of  sarcasms  which  the  rhymes 
contain  might  read  well  in  a  private  letter,  but 
the  **  poem  "  as  it  stands,  forming  part  of  the 
contents  of  The  Philatelical  Journal,  exactly 
answers  to  Lord  Palmerston's  well-known 
definition  of  dirt — matter  in  the  wrong 
place. 
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BRITISH  PACKET  AGENCIES. 

/ 

DT  BEY.  BOBEllT  B.  EABEB. 

BBPBIKTEO  FBOM  "THE  PlIILATELICAL  JOUUNAL." 

In  my  search  for  information  concerning 
La  Guaira  and  its  stamps,  for  my  article  of 
last  month,  I  came  across  a  few  facts  con- 
cerning our  foreign  postal  arrangements, 
which  I  thought  might  be  interesting  to  the 
readers  of  this  journal;  and  though,  as  I 
have  said,  my  facts  are  few,  yet  they  are 
facts,  and  have  come  to  me  from  direct 
official  sources.  I  am  aware  that  officials, 
as  a  rule,  though  very  positive  in  their 
statements,  are  not  always  very  correct  in 
them.  For  instance,  I  have  heard  of  officiids, 
on  being  asked  for  information  concerning 
certain  stamps,  assuring  their  correspondents 
that  the  said  stamps  had  no  existence,  save 
in  their  correspondents'  too  fertile  imagina- 
tion, and,  at  the  same  time,  prepaying  their 
reply  with  half-A-dozen  or  so  of  the  very 
stamps  in  question  !  But  the  information  of 
which  I  speak  is  from  intelligent  officials,  and 
may  be  relied  upon.  Till  quite  lately,  T  had 
a  very  vague  idea  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
words  which  form  the  title  of  this  article; 
and,  as  some  of  my  philatelic  friends  may 
possibly  be  iu  a  similar  predicament,  I  will 
endeavour  to  enlighten  them  as  far  as  I  can. 
In  the  first  place,  a  British  packet  agency 
may  be  said  to  be  an  English  local  post- 
office  in  a  foreign  country,  and  the  agent 
himself  to  be  the  local  postmaster.  An 
official  of  this  sort  is,  of  course,  not  required 
in  countries  with  which  we  have  a  postal 
convention  (such  as  France,  Germany,  the 
United  States,  &c.);  for  by  these  conven- 
tions we  guarantee  that  their  correspondence, 
&c.,  shall  be  taken  care  of,  and  delivered  free 
of  charge ;  and  the  foreign  governments,  in 
like  maniter,  make  themselves  responsible 
for  our  letters.  But  in  the  case  of  irrespon- 
sible governments, — here  to-day,  and  gone 
to-morrow,  where  the  king  (president,  ruler, 
chief,  call  him  what  you  will),  may  be 
crowned  one  day,  and  assassinated  and 
buried  the  next, — a  convention  would  be  of 
no  use  ;  and  then  comes  the  necessity  for  the 
British  packet  agents.  These  gentlemen 
are  stationed  by  the  English  government  at 
all  the  ports  where  letters  from  England  are 


landed,  in  those  countries  which  have  no 
convention  with  us ;  and  they  take  charge  of 
the  letters,  and  distribute  or  forward  them 
as  the  case  may  be.*  They  take  charge,  in 
like  manner,  of  the  letters  which  are  to  be 
sent  to  England ;  and  if  the  sender  wish  to 
prepay  his  missives,  in  order  that  the  ad- 
dressee here  may  receive  them  post-free,  the 
agent  will  sell  him  English  stamps  for  that 
purpose. 

I  suppose  I  need  scarcely  acquaint  mj 
readers  that  no  country,  unless  it  has  a  con- 
vention with  our  government,  can  frank  its 
letters  to  England.     For  instance,  if  a  man 
who  is  living  in  the  interior  of  Brazil  send 
a  letter  here,  the  stamps  on  that  letter  will 
frank  it  to  the  sea-port  from  whence  it  will 
be  despatched,  and  no  farther.     If  ho  were  to 
amuse  himself  by  covering  both  front  and 
back  of  the  envelope  with  stamps,  the  result 
would  be  still  the  same,  and  the  delighted 
recipient  would  be  obliged  to  disbarse  coin, 
to  the  amount  of  a  shilling,  or  even  more, 
before  he   could   obtain   possession    of   his 
letter.     I  believe,  though,  that  letters  from 
these   "  unconventional ''  countries  (to  use 
the  word  in  a  new  sense)  are  not  charged 
double  postage  if  the  sender  omits  to  prepay 
them, — so  there  is  no  very  great   hardship 
after  all.     Indeed,  it  would  not  be  at  all  fair 
to  charge  double  for  them ;  for  how  is  my 
supposititious  man  in  the  interior  of  Brazil 
to   get  English   stamps,  when   the  nearest 
agent  lives,  perhaps,  hundreds  of  miles  from 
him  ?     He  must  content  himself  with  pre- 
paying his  letter  as  far  as  the  port;   and 
there  the  Brazilian  government  washes  its 
hands  of  all  responsibility.     The  letter  then 
becomes  the  property  of  her  Majesty's  Post- 
master-General, and  our  agent  receives  and 
forwards  it  by  the  next  mail-steamer. 

In  many  places  the  consul  is  the  packet 
agent,  esf^ecially  where  there  is  not  much  cor- 
respondence. In  Fiji,  for  instance,  this  is  the 
case.  Our  worthy  old  friend.  The  Stamp- 
Collector's  MagazinCy  in  this  month's  issae, 
asks  why  the  English  Consul  at  Fiji  super- 

•  [The  writer  of  this  interesting  paper  has  since  recog- 
nised that  he  was  inaccurate  in  stating  that  the  agent 
distributed  the  letters  for  South  America  received  by 
hiui,  the  lact  being  that  he  simply  forwards  ihein  to  \h« 
post-office  of  the  town  where  he  resides,  after  which  lii* 
responsibility  cjoses.— Ed.  S,  C.  M.] 
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intended  the  issue  of  stamps  for  that  lively 
gronp  of  islands ;  but,  seeing  that  he  is 
postmaster  for  England,  as  well  as  consul^  it 
seems  to  ine  that  it  was  only  a  part  of  his 
dntj  to  look  after  the  postage  stamps  ;  espe- 
cially when  we  remember  that  the  Fiji  stamps 
certainly  frank  letters  to  our  colony  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  very  probably  (though  I  do  not 
know  this  for  a  fact)  to  England  itself. 

In  some  places  our  packet  at^ents  "  have 
a  good  time    of  it,"   as  our  transatlantic 
brethren  would  say  ;  but  their, agencies  aro 
not  aU  "  sugar.**     My  official  friend  says,  **  I 
opened  a  mail  from  Cobija  the  other  day, 
and  found  a  very  touching  sentence  written 
in  the  corner  of  the  letter-bill,  by  the  packet 
agent's  chief  clerk,  announcing  that  the  un- 
fortnnate  agent  had  been  wrecked  from  his 
boat,  m   an   expedition    *up  country,*  and 
devoured    by  alligators.*'      At  Arica,  too, 
about  a  couple  of  years  ago,  the  whole  of 
the  post-office,  packet  agent  and   all,   was 
swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake,  and  nothing, 
living  or   dead,  was  left  to  tell   the  tale ! 
And  besides  these  little  episodes,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  most  of  these  out- 
of-the-way  places,  the  life  of  a  European  is 
pleasantly  varied  by  attacks  of  ague,  yellow 
fever,  Ac,  not  forgetting  the  mosquitoes; 
which    last,    though   small,    are    decidedly 
energetic  and  sharp  (especially  as  to  their 
trunks),  and  might  have  been  upheld   by 
Dr.  Watts,  instead   of  the  "busy  bee,**  as 
examples  of  industry  and  perseverance  under 
trying  circumstances.      In    one  thing    the 
British   packet    agents    have    less    trouble 
than  their  confrh-es,  the  home  officials:    I 
mean  with  regard  to  unpaid  letters.     It  is 
not  generally  known  that  unpaid  letters,  or 
insufficiently    prepaid    letters,   for   Mexico, 
Haiti,   and   other    places,  which    have    no 
convention  with  us,  are  not  forwarded  at  all, 
but  are  sent  on  to  the  Dead  Letter  Office, 
opened,  and  returned  to  the  sender;    and, 
therefore,  it  is  evident  that  all  anxiety  and 
responsibility  on  this  score,  rest  with  the 
home  officials,   and    not  with    the    packet 
agents.     If  those  poor  agents  lived  in  more 
civilised   places,  we  might  expect  that  the 
English  government  would  send  out  the  un- 
paid letters  as  well  as  the  others,  and  look  to 
the  agents  for  the  collection  of  the  charges ; 


but,  as  it  is,  that  burden  is  not  laid  upon 
them  yef,  I  have  spoken  of  Haiti  and 
Mexico — fancy  what  the  agent  has  to  con- 
tend with  there !  In  Haiti,  he  has  to  do 
with  (vulgarly  speaking)  a  lot  of  naked 
niggers;  and  in  Mexico  he  has  to  live 
amongst  a  set  of  people  who  are  a  little  bit 
nigger,  a  little  bit  Indian,  a  little  bit 
Spanish,  and  not  a  little  bit  rogues,  thieves, 
and  vagabonds !  And  as  the  agents  would 
never  be  able  to  get  the  angelic  creatures 
who  inhabit  those  favoured  climes  to  pay  the 
postage  on  unpaid  letters,  we  never  trouble 
them  with  any. 

I  have  been  unable,  as  yet,  to  obtain  a  list 
of  the  places  which  boast  of  the  luxury  of 
a  packet  agent,  but  I  fancy  that  the  number 
of  officials  located  by  our  government  in 
"foreign  parts,**  is  much  greater  than  is 
generally  supposed  by  the  uninitiated  public. 
We  have  no  convention  with  any  of  the 
numerous  states  and  republics  of  South 
America  (even  Brazil,  large  and  important 
as  it  is,  is  incluJed  in  this  statement),  and 
therefore,  all  over  South  America,  our 
packet  agents  will  be  found  scattered  toler- 
ably thickly.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Hawaiian  and  Fiji  Islands,  of  various  places 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  Ac,  <fcc.  With  regard 
to  Fiji,  is  it  possible  that  this  emission  of 
stamps,  inspected  as  it  was  by  our  consul 
(and  packet  agent),  points  to  an  intended 
future  annexation  of  the  said  islands  by  our 
government  ?     It  may  be ; — "  quien  sabe,** 

One  word  concerning  our  colonies.  In 
saying  that  the  stamps  of  very  many  coun- 
tries will  not  frank  letters  to  England,  our 
foreign  possessions  are  always  excepted ; 
for  their  stamps  are  always  able  to  do  this, 
and  to  cause  the  letters  which  bear  them  to 
be  delivered  free  of  charge  here. 

I  think  I  have  said  quite  as  much  as  I 
need,  or  as  my  readers  desire,  though  I  must 
acknowledge  that  I  have  not  said  as  much 
as  I  could  say.  I  will  only  add  that  packet 
agents  are  not  over  paid  by  any  means, — 
that  they  have  plenty  of  work  to  do  for  their 
money, — that  they  are,  in  many  places, 
entirely  cut  off  from  intercourse  with  white 
men  for  long  periods, — that  the  climate  is 
almost  always  unhealthy  where  they  are 
stationed, — and    that    they    generally*  get 
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heartily  sick  very  soon,  and  too  often  come 
home  invalided  for  life.  These  are  cheerful 
statements,  bat  I  do  not  think  I  have  co- 
loured my  facts  too  highly;  and  I  fancy 
that  my  readers  will  agree  with  me  that,  all 
things  considered,  to  stay  quietly  at  home  in 
England  is  decidedly  preferable  to  being  a 
British  packet  agent. 

[As  a  supplement  to  the  foregoing  we  may 
add  the  following  particulars  respecting  the 
British  packet  agency  at  Valparaiso,  given  in 
a  letter  to  The  Philatelical  Journal  by  our 
friend  Mr.  L.  W.  Meyer: — 

"  On  the  arrival  of  any  steamer  bringing 
British  mails,  all  that  is  expected  of  the  agent 
is,  that  he  be  in  readiness  to  open  the  mails 
when  they  are  delivered  at  the  Chilian  post- 
office.  Though  what  follows  in  this  and  the 
next  two  paragraphs  is  somewhat  of  a  digres- 
sion, I  think  it  as  well  to  mention  it  here. 
The  correspondence  is  brought  on  shore, 
either  by  the  P.  S.  N.  Co.,  or  else  by  the  cap- 
tain of  the  port.  In  the  latter  case  the  mails 
are  carried  to  the  post-office  by  the  boat*8 
crew ;  but  if,  as  is  more  commonly  the  case, 
the  steamer  sends  the  bags  ashore,  a  curious 
scene  ensues,  which  I  know  has  aroused 
the  anger  of  more  than  one  newly-imported 
Briton  who  has  happened  to  be  a  witness 
thereof.  The  sight  of  the  boat  approaching 
the  shore  is  the  signal  for  the  band  of  loafers 
and  idlers  (which  is  always  to  be  found  on 
the  mole)  to  rush,  with  one  accord,  to  the 
landing,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
mails.  No  sooner  has  the  boat  fairly  touched 
land,  than,  without  order  or  permission,  the 
ruffians  make  a  dash  at  the  royal  mails,  and 
in  a  twinkling  each  bag  has  a  bearer.  When 
it  is  known  that  there  are  no  more  bags  in 
the  boat,  there  begins  a  regular  scrimmage 
between  the  successful  and  unsuccessful  can- 
didates for  mail  carrying.  Daring  the  con- 
flict (which  is,  however,  of  short  duration, 
the  mole  being  very  near  the  post-office)  the 
bags  change  shoulders,  or  are  thrown  on  the 
ground,  and  are  immediately  pounced  upon 
by  some  one  who  has  been  watching  his  op- 
portunity. This,  be  it  borne  in  mind,  takes 
place  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  water's 
edge  ;  that  no  bag  has  yet  been  thrown  into 
the  sea  is  really  wonderful. 

"  The  mails  are  delivered  free  of  charge  at 


the  post-office,  and  are  then  made  over  by 
the  agent  to  the  postmaster,  when  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  former  ceases. 

"  The  letters  are  then  weighed,  and  stamped 
with  some  figures  which  represent  the  charge 
for  delivery.  The  next  operation  is  to  place 
them  in  their  respective  "  boxes,"  where  they 
remain  till  they  are  claimed.*  For  this 
work  the  post-office  claims  the  following 
rates :  viz.,  for  letters  up  to  ^  oz.,  15  cents; 
^  oz.,  25  cents ;  1  oz.,  45  cents ;  Ac.,  &c 
Thus,  a  letter  sent  from  England  for  Is.  has 
often  to  pay  an  equivalent  sum  for  its  de- 
livery. In  the  case  of  "  samples  per  book 
post  "  the  charge  is  still  more  egregious :  it 
is  no  less  than  45  cents  per  pound.  I  my- 
self have  had  to  pay  that  sum  for  a  pared 
from  England,  prepaid  by  four  penny  stamps ! 
The  large  commercial  houses  established  in 
this  place  have  often  to  pay  $30  or  $40  every 
time  a  mail  steamer  comes  in  (about  £20  per 
month)  for  the  simple  operation  of  placing 
the  letters  in  their  boxes.  If  delivered  out  of 
the  post  office  they  must  pay  5  cents  each. 
This  applies  to  all  letters,  save  those  posted 
in  the  town  itself."] 

STAMPS  FOR  THE   PHILIPPINES, 
ISSUED  IN   1847. 

In  a  short  paper  in  the  current  number  of 
Le  Timbre-Poste  is  related  an  extraordinary 
discovery;  nothing  less  than  a  series  of 
stamps  for  the  Philippines,  issued  in  1847, 
has  been  brought  to  light  by  the  enterprise 
of  a  correspondent  of  M.  Moens.  On  the 
14th  of  May,  1847,  so  he  states,  the  then 
postmaster-general  of  the  Philippines,  Don 
Antonio  Gutieriez  y  Pavia,  proposed  to  the 
home  government  to  issue  four  postage 
stamps  for  the  prepayment  of  the  island 
letters.  The  proposition  was  not  accepted, 
because  this  system  of  prepayment  had  not 
then  been  adopted  in  tne  Peninsula.  The 
postmaster,  who  no  doubt  did  not  expect  to 
be  met  by  a  refusal,  had  already  put  the 
stamps  in  circulation,  and  they  were  used 
for  some  little  time  for  the  interinsular  cor- 
respondence of  Luzon  and  Manilla.  The 
stamps  are  square,  roughly  engraved,  and 
have  the  bust  of  Isabella  II.   in  a  frame, 

*  Mercantile  letters,  it  may  be  supposed,  hare  not  long 
to  wait— there  is  always  some  one  waiting  for  them* 
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contain 

TESIOB, 

prassion  is  in  colour  od  white  laid  paper,  and 
noperforated. 

J  real  plata    green 

2     „        „        3'ellow 

4     „        „        bine 

M.  Moens  adda  that  his  correapondant 
gives  him  to  expect  that  in  a  httle  while  he 
will  be  able  to  send  bim  the  four  stanipa  in 
qnestion,  and  if  bo  they  will  at  ouce  bo 
engraved.  Oar  confrere  further  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  postmaster's  pro- 
posal was  referred  to  hy  M.  N.  Rondot  in 
the  Jfo^osm  PUloresque,  but  the  latter  omit- 
ted to  say  that  the  stamps  had  been  in  use. 
This  last  observation  cunstitutca  at  once 
oar  greatest  reason  for  believing  in  tho  au- 
thenticity of  the  stamps,  and  our  chief  canse 
for  being  sceptical  of  their  character.  M. 
Moens'  integrity  is  not  vailed  in  qaestioo, 
and  we  do  not  know  his  correspondent,  who 
nay  be  deacribing  the  stamps  from  personal 
knowledge,  or  have  obtained  bis  informatiou 
from  the  best  of  sources ;  or,  on  the  other 
band,  may  be  the  concoctor  or  the  victim  of 
a  swindle.  It  behoves  us  to  proceed  with 
cantioa  in  a  matter  lite  the  present.  The 
fact  that  M.  N.  Bondot  was  aware  of  a 
proposition  having  been  made  by  the  Luzon 
postmaster,  favours  the  hypothesis  that 
stamps  were  really  issued  in  the  manner 
above  stated.  We,  unfortunately,  have  not 
a.  Bondot's  article  before  us,  and  therefore 
cannot  say  whether  his  allusion  was  couched 
in  general  terms,  or  was  explicit  as  to  the 
date  of  the  postmaster's  letter,  and  the 
number  of  stamps  which  be  thereby  pro- 
posed to  iasuo.  In  any  case,  however, 
looking  at  the  saspicious  side  of  the 
affiur,  there  is  no  improbability  in  the  sup- 
position, that  his  article  may  have  fallen 
under  the  notice  of  one  or  other  of  those 
ingenious  contrivers  of  stamps  whose  ma- 
chinations are  the  bane  of  unwary  collec- 
tors; and  in  that  case  the  fabrication  of  a 
likely- looking  series  would  be  very  easy. 
We  cannot  quite  suppress  our  surprise  that 
the  correspondent  who  bad  such  precise 
information,  not  only  of  the  colours  and 
valaes  of  the  four  stamps,  but  also  of  the 


date  of  a  letter  written  by  the  postmaster  in 
1847,  should  have  been  unable  to  procure 
apeciniens  to  send  over  with  his  communica- 
tion. Surely  ho  could  not  have  described 
the  designs  so  fully  without  getting  a  Biglit 
of  the  Btam|>B  themselves,  and,  if  so,  to  obtain 
the  loan  of  them  was  but  a  step.  Does  not 
his  letter  appear  to  be  artfully  composed,  with 
a  view  to  facilitate  the  foisting  on  collectors 
of  a  spurious  emission  ?  Full  particulars  are 
first  given,  and  specimoua  of  the  stamps  are 
to  follow,  when  the  ground  shall  have  been 
prepared.  Well,  we  shall  see  how  the  affair 
turns  out ;  meanwhile  we  are  only  doing  our 
duty  in  calling  attention  to  the  doubts  which 
are  almost  of  necessity  suggested  by  the 
announcement  of  M.  Moons'  correspondent, 
bearing  in  mind  the  great  difference  which 
exists  between  the  meaning  of  two  somewhat 
similar  words — dieeovertes  and  inventiotia. 


PENNY  EXPRESS  COMPANr  STAMP. 

This  stamp  was  first  noticed  in  Tho  Pkila- 
telical  Journal,  page  107;  but  beyond  such 
points  as  can  be  gathered 
from  the  fac-simile  therein 
given,  and  reproduced 
here,  no  information  can 
begatheredfrom  thenotice 
in  question. 

Thr6ngh  the  kind  exer- 
tions of  a  western  corres- 
pendent,    I   have   learned 
that  the  "  Penny  Express 
Company  "    stamp  was  issued  by  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Langton  &,  Co., — the  same  firm 
that  ran  the  Humboldt  Express,  Langton's 
Pioneer    Express,    Ac., — and  was    in    nee, 
during  a  very  short  time    only,  in  Nevada 
territory.      Unfortunately,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  determine  its  date  of  issue. 

The  stamp  is  of  fine  execution,  and  is 
apparently  from  a  steel  die.  It  is  found 
printed  in  black  and  in  blue— both  on  white 
paper. 

The  accompanying  engraving  will  give  a 
very  fair  idea  of  the  general  design  ;  but  it 
must  bo  borne  in  mind  that  it  has  been  pur- 
posely altered  in  one  particular,  so  as  to 
render  counterfeiting  more  difficult. 
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HEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Rdssuh  Loc.\L3—Pavl)grad  (Ekaterinoslaw). 
— The  first  issued  stamp  for  this  district  is 
known  to  collectors  only  by  onr  list,  in 
which  (by  an  evident  oversight)  neither  its 
colonr  nor  its  valne  is  noted.  No  opecimen 
has  fonnd  its  way  across  from  Rnasia,  and 
now  the  chance  of  oar  making  closer  acquaint- 
ance with  its  design  la  diraininhed  by  its 
withdrawal  from  circulation.  The  descrip- 
tion, which  we  repeat  for  clearness  sake,  is 
as  follows : — 


(0. 


il  below  the  ar 


(2).     StaraboTC 

(31.     liiBcription  in  Burrouiidine  oviil  frsmi-. 
<1).     Koman  figure  of  value  in  anglei  of  outer  octagoniil 
frame  of  erosKtl  waved  line*. 

The  annexed  engravinfi;  is  a  representation 
of  the  second  type,  which  has  just  been  is- 
sned.  It  is  evidently  co- 
V  pied,  in  its  general  ontl in e, 
from  the  first  type.  The 
arms  and  the  inscription 
the  same  position, 
and  the  octagonal  outer 
frame,  with  ground  of 
crossed  wared  lines,  is  re- 
—  peatod.  The  points  of  dif- 
ference are  the  insertion  of  a  nnmeral  above 
the  arms,  in  place  of  the  star,  and  the  snbsti- 
tntion  of  Arabic  for  Roman  numerals  in  the 
angles.  The  colonr  of  the  new  comer  is  a 
dark  dnil  bine.  M.  Moons  Rays  that  there  is 
an  orthographical  fault  in  the  inscription, 
Madka  being  written  for  Mapka;  if  ho  it  has 
not  boon  repeated  in  the  engraving,  for  the 
latter  clearly  shows  itapka. 

Perejjilao  (Poltava). — The  local  authori- 
tjea  in  the  Foltava  government  have  ap- 
parently no  strong 
leanings  in  fa  von  r  of 
art,  to  judge  by  the 
annexed  design,  which 
is  common  to  the  dis- 
tricts of  Perejatlav  and 
Peerjatin,  subject  only 
to  the  change  of  name. 
Our  engraving  is  that 
of  Perejaslav ;  but 
"  Caesar  and  Pompey,"  it  appears,  are  su  much 
alike  that  it  might  stand  for  both  districts. 


The  stamp  is  printed  in  black  on  chamois; 
valne  3  kop.  The  Peeijatin  stamp,  which  has 
not  yet  come  over,  bat  which  figures  in  onr 
Jnly  list,  is  of  the  same  value,  and  is  printed 
in  scarlet. 

Schlu6»atlburg. — It  is  stated  that  the  rural 
post  for  this  district  baa  long  since  ceased  to 
exist,  and  the  green  5  kop.  stamp  is,  conse- 
quently, no  longer  to  be  had. 

A  letter  published  in  37ie  American  Jirurnal 
of  Philately  gives  the  correct  orthography  of 
several  local-issninfj  districts.  Thai  Scbopeeu 
becomes  Sfco^iii ;  Kolomna,  ffafomiio;  Boro- 
vitclii,  Borowiitchi;  and  Bronnitzi,  limtnitii. 
We  fear  it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  obtain 
the  correct  spelling  of  the  names  of  all  ttie 
different  districts. 

Great  Britain. — The  handsome  tbree- 
balfpenny  envelope  design,  after  remaining 
ten  years  an  essay,  has  at  lengtb  made  its 

appearance  as  a  stamp  for  

public    nse,    though     its 
circulation  will,   unfortu- 
nately, be  bat  limited,  as 
it  can  only  be  obtained  by 
ordering    direct,   and    in 
quantities,  from  Somerset 
House.     The  impressions 
are  from  tbe  original  die, 
but    in    pale    rose-pink, 
which  is  not  ho  ofiective  a  tint  as  that  of  the 
old  essay.     The  Philatelist  describes  the  ahapo 
of  the  envelopes  it  had  received,  and  also  the 
device  on  the  6ap;  but  these  details  are,  in  the 
present  instance,  valueless,  since  the  stamps 
are  struck  at  Somerset  House  on  envelopes 
furnished  by  the  applicante,  and  each  hatch 
may  be  on  difierent-sized  envelopes.      Our 
contemporary  says  that  on  making  inquiries 
many  months  since  as  to  the  likelihood  of  an 
emission  of  three- halfpenny  envelopes,  be  was 
given  to  understand  that  the  die  had  been 
mislaid  or  destroyed,  and  be  conjectures  it 
must  since  have  turned  up.     We  incline  to 
think  that  so  useful  a  value  must  ere  long  be 
issued  for  general  use,  like  the  penny  enve- 

New  Granada — Cundinamarca. — In  the 
discovery  of  the  stamps  of  the  sovweign 
slates  of  the  Colombian  republic,  it  seems  lo 
be  the  rule  that  tho  last  should  come  first  and 
the  first  last.    Thus  it  happens  that  the  two 
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primitive  designs  here  figured  have  only  just 
turned  up,  and  they  are  stated  to  have  been 
in  use  four  months  before  the  issue  already 
known  made  its  appearance. 

The  illustrations  here  given — which  have 
been  courteously  lent  by  the  proprietors  of 


The  ThilaUlUt — are  not  copied  from  the 
stamps  themselves,  and  it  is  not  pretended 
that  they  are  more  than  "approximate 
portraits  "  from  tracings  of  the  same  ;  they 
are,  however,  sufficiently  accurate  to  show 
the  general  design.  They  are  printed  in 
black  on  colour ;  the  5  c.  on  greenish  blue, 
and  the  10  c.  on  pink.  Dr.  Magnus,  in  his 
new  journal,  expresses  his  doubts  of  their  au- 
thenticity. 

LivoNU. — We  have  received  a  stamp  pur- 
porting to  be  issued  for  Livonia,  of  which  we 
will  give  an  illustration  in  our  next  number. 
The  central  device  consists  of  a  mailed  arm 
grasping  a  sword,  and  springing  from  what 
may  be  a  rock.     This  is  in  an  oval,  inscribed 

BRIBFUARKE    WENDENSCHEN    EREISES   in   white 

letters,  and  the  oval  itself  has  a  broad  white 
exterior  rim.  The  rest  of  the  stamp  is  filled 
with  a  ground  pattern  of  horizontal  pearls 
and  lines,  the  four  angles  bearing  a  small 
white  star.  The  stamp  is  printed  in  two 
colours,  deep  green  and  scarlet.  The  oval  is 
green,  as  is  also  the  outline  of  the  arm ;  the 
solid  ground  of  the  centre  and  all  the  design 
outside  the  oval  is  in  scarlet.  It  is  printed 
on  white  paper,  gummed,  and  perf.  14.  We 
have  no  information  of  its  value,  and  are 
rather  puzzled  at  the  change  in  the  armorial 
device  of  the  province.  On  the  older  stamp 
is  figured  a  gnffin  rampant. 

Philippines. — The  concluding  number  of 
the  defunct  TimhrophUe,  contains  the  follow- 
ing account  of  a  newly-discovered  stamp, 
value  3  cents.  A  correspondent  sends  us  a 
rather  carious  stamp  not  hitherto  noticed,  of 


which  we  give  the  description.  It  is  a  blue 
8  cuartos.  Above  it  is  inscribed  correos 
1854-55,  below  franco  3  c****  In  the  centre, 
effigy  to  the  right  in  a  pearled  oval,  inter- 
rupted above  and  below,  hence  25  pearls  on 
the  right,  24  on  the  left.  It  is  a  copy  of  the 
1853  Spanish  type,  and  bears  the  "  gridiron  " 
obliteration  common  to  Cuba  and  Luzon. 
The  impression  was  made  by  means  of  an 
engraving  lithographically  transferred.  The 
colour  is  a  greenish  blue.  We  think  that  it 
is  but  another  essay,  and  not  a  stamp  which 
has  seen  service.  Still,  it  is  as  well  to  put 
this  stamp  by  the  side  of  the  lithographed 
5  c.  of  1853-4  (which  was  not  known  until 
1865),  and  the  10  c.  of  the  same  type  (men- 
tioned by  M.  N.  Rondot,  which  no  one 
else  has  met  with  up  to  the  present  time),  and 
nothing  would  surprise  us  less  than  the  dis- 
covery that  this  stamp  is  a  *'  find,''  like  the 
27  paras  of  Moldavia  and  others. 

French  Colonies. — We  owe  to  the  new 
Parisian  journal.  La  Oanette  des  Timbres^  the 
intelligence  that  the  eagle  series  for  colonial 
use  was  suppressed  some  time  since,  and 
unperforated  supplies  of  the  home  stamps 
sent  out,  composed  of  the  following  values : 


Empire, 


» 


» 


>» 


Republic, 


77 
77 


5    C. 

1„ 

30  „ 

80  „ 
10  „ 
20  „ 
40  „ 


unlaureated. 
laureated. 


77 


77 

bistre. 

blue. 

orange. 


Our  contemporary  does  not  saj  whether 
the  stamps  of  the  republic  are  of  the  litho- 
graphed or  the  engraved  type;  but  as  the 
copies  we  have  seen  are  engraved,  inexpe- 
rienced collectors  must  take  care  not  to 
confound  them  with  the  1848  issues.  It  is 
stated  that  the  above  stamps  were  first  re- 
ceived back  on  colonial  letters  on  the  25th  of 
December  last. 

Guadalajara. — ^The  same  journal  publishes 
a  letter  from  its  contributor  Mens.  *'  Albis," 
in  which  the  latter  states  that  he  has  just 
heard  from  Mexico  that  the  provisional 
Guadalajara  were  at  first  employed  without 
the  authority  of  the  president  of  the  republic, 
Don  Juarez,  who  commenced  an  action,  and 
obtained  a  judgment,  in  the  supreme  court  of 
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Mexico  againsfc  the  then  postmaster,  Don 
Guadaloape  Montenegro,  for  having  had  the 
stamps  struck  without  permission. 

German  Empire. — Our  Birmingham  con- 
temporary has  received  from  a  correspondent 
tivo  un perforated  copies  of  the  5  groschen 
stamps,  of  the  small  eagle  type,  issued  in 
January,  postmarked  Leutersdorf^  Jun,  16, 
which  probably  came  from  a  sheet  acci- 
dentally sent  out  unperforated  by  the  Berlin 
authorities. 

Prince  Edward  Island. — Our  last-quoted 
confrhre  has  received  from  the  postmaster  of 
the  island  specimens  of  all  the  values  in  use 
at  the  end  of  last  month,  and  there  being  no 
10  cents  amongst  them,  he  argues  that  that 
▼alue  does  not  exist,  ergo,  M.  Moens,  who 
gave  an  engraving  of  what  we  must  now  sup- 
pose to  be  an  imposture,  has  been  victimised. 
The  Philatelical  Journal  also  states  that  the 
stock  of  the  obsolete  penny  is  being  utilised, 
the  stamps  being  surcharged  2  cents. 

Japan. — Tlie  American  Journal  of  Philately 
gives  the  following  as  the  values  of  the  new 
perforated  set : 

1|  tenpoes  brown. 

2        „  blue. 

8         „  vermilion. 

7^       ,,  green. 

They  are  printed  in  sheets  of  forty, 

Argentine  Republic. — It  is  stated  in  Le 
Timhre^Posie  that  the  current  5  c.  has  been 
temporarily  replaced  by  the  same  value  of 
the  1864  type. 

Sweden. — It  is  said  that  the  series  will  be 
completed  by  the  issue  of  two  more  values — 
the  9  and  17  ore. 


FORGERY  OF  THE  NEW  4  c.  GREEN 
PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

We  have  to  warn  all  our  readers — more  ex- 
perienced collectors,  equally  with  beginners 
— against  a  most  dangerous  forgery  of  the 
above-mentioned  stamp,  in  which  the  de- 
sign, in  all  its  principal  points,  is  most  care- 
fully imitated,  and  there  is  so  slight  a  differ- 
ence in  shade  as  to  render  comparison  with 
a  genuine  stamp  necessary  for  detection. 
The  most  noticeable  points  of  variation  be- 
tween the  forgery  and  the  genuine  stamp 
are  as  follows : — 


GENUINE. 

l.—  The  crown  of  the  head 
of  the  portrait  does 
not  toucn  the  frame. 
There  is  a  plainly  vi- 
sible space  oetweeu  it 
and  the  frame,  along 
the  whole  length. 


2.— The  square  disks  in 
the  lower  angles,  con- 
taining the  figure  4, 
are  a  trifle  higher  than 
the  band  running  be- 
tween  them,  inscribed 
with  the  Talue. 

3. — ^There  is  a  clear  space 
between  the  letter  o  in 
the  word  postage,  on 
the  first  line  of  the  in- 
scription, and  the  let- 
tar  E  of  PRINCE  in  the 
second  line. 

4. — There  is  a  vertical  line 
of  fine  dots  outside  the 
exterior  row  of  fine 
horizontal  lines  which 
forms  part  of  the 
ground  on  the  right- 
hand  side.  In  other 
words,  each  one  of  these 
horizontal  lines  is  sue-  ' 
ceeded  by  a  dot. 


1.- 


FORGED. 

The  crown  of  the  head 
touches  the  frame 
along  a  certain  dis- 
tance, and  in  a  direct 
line  under  the  letters 
Dw  of  the  word  Ed- 
ward in  the  insmp- 
tion  in  the  upper  mar- 


2. — ^The  square  disks  in 
the  lower  angles,  con- 
taining the  figure  4, 
do  not  project  above 
the  intervening  band, 
inscribed  with  the  va- 
lue. 

3.— The  letter  o  in  the 
word  POSTAGE,  in  the 
first  line  of  the  inmp- 
tion,  touches  the  letter 
B  of  PRi}«CB  oa  the 
second  line. 


4.— The  line  of  dots,  refer- 
red t^  on  the  other 
side,  is  absent. 


We  conld  go  on  multiplying  the  distinctive 
characteristics,  bnt  we  have  been  earefnl  to 
mention  only  those  positive  differences 
whereby  the  forgery  can  be  at  once  detected 
by  itself,  withont  the  necessity  for  comparison 
with  a  genuine  specimen. 

These  dangerous  counterfeits  are  also  sold 
obliterated,  and  the  false  postmarks  have 
not  been  applied — as  is  usually  the  case  with 
forgeries — in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the 
best  part  of  the  stamp  clean,  but  are  struck 
over  the  stamps  with    apparently    official 
carelessness,  and  thus  are  all  the  more  de- 
ceptive.    The  genuine  cancelling  mark  con- 
sists of  a  transverse  oval,  formed  of  ten 
horizontal  bars,  of  which  the  top  and  bottom 
ones  are  curved,  so  as  Uf  complete  the  oval. 
The  forged  mark  consists  of  an  irregnlariy 
shaped  transverse  oblong,   formed  of  two 
horizontal  lines  of  long,  and  three  of  short 
unshapen  patches.     They  are  sold  three  or 
four  together,   stuck  on  paper,   and  have 
every  appearance  of  having  been  cut  from 
an  envelope.     The  unused  forgeries  are  sold 
in  sheets  of  100,  at  fourpence  each  specimen. 

We  are  glad  to  learn,  from  our  Birming- 
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ham  coDtemporarj,  that  the  matter  has  been 
communicated  to  the  proper  authorities,  and 
that  the  home  agents  of  the  colonial  post- 
office  have  been  instructed  to  take  such 
action  in  the  case  as  will  bring  the  offenders 
to  justice.  We  shall  rejoice  if  they  get  their 
deserts,  and  we  have  no  doubt  our  readers 
will  be  equally  glad ;  meanwhile,  as  these 
spurious  wares  have  been  launched  into 
circulation,  it  will  be  well  to  take  every  pre- 
caution, to  prevent  their  being  imposed  on 
collectors. 

WHAT  IS  A  POSTAGE   STAMP? 

BY  OVBHY  TAYLOR. 

This  question  suggested  itself  to  the  writer's 

mind  on  reading*the  following  paragraph  of 

the  article  explanatory  of  the  scope  of  Mr. 

Pemberton's  forthcoming  catalogue,  which 

appeared  in  a  recent  number  of  TAa  Philateli- 

cal  Journal, 

"We  confine  ourselves  strictly  to  stximps  which  prepay 
po«ta^  and  that  are  sold  to  the  public,  thus  totally 
ignonag  ehiffre$'taxe  and  such  like  rubbish  for  unpaid 
and  returned  letters,  which  everyone  collects  because 
they  are  adhesive  usually,  and  tolerable-looking  occa- 
sionally. What  we  want  is  consistency,  and  not 
needlessly  to  multiply  species  in  face  of  the  outcry  raised 
by  thoee  who  object  to  all  varieties.  And  let  us  ask, 
where  is  the  consistency  of  cataloguing  stamps  for  unpaid 
letters,  or  stamps  or  envelopes  for  letters  returned  to  the 
sender  ?  The  mtter  are  the  more  sensible,  for  they  do 
carry  the  returned  letter  free.  Such  stamps  as  the 
Baden  Zandpost^  Hanover  Bestetlgeld-frei^  and  others, 
representing  an  extra  tax  or  fee  for  delivery,  we  certainly 
catalogue  as  quite  within  the  province  of  our  intentions. 

From  these  remarks,  which  break  fresh 
jipround,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  answer  to 
the  inquiry — What  is  a  postage  stamp? — 
cannot  be  without  interest. 

The  fact  is,  that  collecting  in  its  infancy 
was  a  pursuit  conducted  in  such  an  utterly 
unscientific  way,  that  many  adhesives  then 
secured  recognition  as  postage  stamps,  which, 
if  a  code  of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  col- 
lectors were  now  being  laid  down,  would  be 
rigorously  excluded.  Anything  which  em- 
anated from  a  post-office,  or  was  in  the 
least  degree  connected  with  it,  was  seized  on 
with  an  indiscriminate  ardour,  and  incor- 
porated with  the  orthodox  emissions  of  a 
country.  This  weakness  for  things  postal 
was  fostered  by  the  early  catalogue  makers, 
and  is  still  but  too  frequently  manifested. 
Thus    it    has    often    occurred    that    some 


particular  impression  or  label  belonging  to 
a  previously  unrecognised  class,  and  possess- 
ing, perchance,  a  special  claim  to  notice,  has 
been  favourably  referred  to  by  one  or  other 
of  the  magazines,  and  the  attention  thus 
paid  to  it  has  led  to  a  demand,  by  the 
possessor  of  some  heterogeneous  collection, 
for  the  admission  of  the  whole  species,  on 
the  ground  that  they  all  do  the  same  duty. 
The  vague  uncertainty  thus  introduced,  and 
the  unrestrained  elasticity  of  construction 
which  results  from  it,  combine  to  show  that 
the  time  has  art*ived  for  establishing  a  clear 
definition  of  the  term  postage  stamp. 

The  simplest  answer  to  the  query  which 
heads  these  remarks  is,  that  a  postnge  stamp 
is  a  stamp  that  pays  postage.  A  postage 
stamp,  in  other  words,  is  the  conventional 
sign  adopted  to  evidence  the  payment  of  a 
sum  of  money  to  secure  the  carriage  of  a 
letter  or  paper  by  the  post-office  to  a  given 
destination.  Understood  thus  as  an  evidence 
of  prepayment^  the  official,  returned  letter, 
and  unpaid  letter  labels  are  not  postage 
stamps. 

Let  us  take  first  the  official  stamps.  No 
payment  is  made  when  they  are  attached  to, 
or  struck  on  the  letters  which  bear  them. 
They  do  not  represent  postage,  but  exemption 
from  postage.  The  impressed  stamps  are  not 
obliterated.  They  are  hardly  more  than 
office  seals.  In  our  own  country,  they  serve 
to  show  from  what  department  a  letter 
emanates,  but  the  signature  which  accom- 
panies them  really  contains  the  franking 
power.  In  point  of  fact,  government  com- 
munications enjoy  the  privilege  of  being 
carried  free  of  any  charge  whatever ;  and  the 
marks  they  may  bear,  which  merely  indicate 
that  they  are  government  communications, 
cannot  be  considered  as  being,  in  any  sense 
of  the  word,  postage  stamps.  The  adhesives, 
such  as  the  Danish,  the  colonial  *'  Service  " 
stamps,  <&k;.,  when  we  come  to  look  the 
matter  fairly  in  the  face,  are  not  entitled  to 
more  consideration  than  the  handstamped 
impressions.  They  have  a  facial  value,  but, 
as  I  understand  it,  it  is  purely  nominal  and 
fictitious.  They  are  issued,  probably,  for 
the  purpose  of  checking  the  weight  and 
number  of  official  letters  and  documents 
sent  through  the  post,  and  perhaps  also  to 
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prevent  the  abase  of  the  franking  privilege 
by  the  government  eniploySsy  who  might  be 
tempted  to  make  free  use  of  an  office  hand- 
stamp,  bat  who  are  obliged  to  render  a  strict 
account  of  the  employment  of  the  adhesive 
labels  dealt  out  to  them.  Such  being  the 
case,  they  should  in  strictness  be  excluded : 
that  they  are  likely  to  be  is  another  matter. 
The  handstamps  are  very  uninteresting 
objects  for  collection;  and  although  the 
attempt  has  been  made  to  introduce  and 
classify  them  by  a  well-known  writer,  whose 
opinions  no  one  respects  more  than  I  do,  yet 
it  is  very  evident  that  they  will  never  be 
generally  accepted.  With  the  adhesives  it 
is  a  different  affair.  The  Spanish  official 
have  been  included  in  every  catalogue  and 
prepared  album  that  has  been  published. 
The  Danish  are  generally  admired,  and  the 
colonial  Service  stamps  have  found  a  place 
in  many  collections.  It  is,  perhaps,  too 
much  to  ask  philatelists  to  discard  these 
stamps  altogether,  but  ought  they  not  to  be 
kept  quite  apart  from  the  postage  stamps 
proper  ? 

Unpaid  Letter  Stamps. — Among  these 
are  numbered  the  French  chiffrcs4a,ve^  the 
Italian  Segva-tasse,  &c.,  <fec.  Judged  literally 
by  the  standard  we  have  set  up  at  the  com- 
mencement, these  are  not  postage  stamps,  for 
so  far  from  being  evidences  of  prepayment, 
they  are  proofs  of  non-payment ;  and  most 
of  them  represent,  not  merely  the  postage  of 
the  letter  to  which  they  are  attached,  but  also 
a  fine  for  the  sender's  negligence.  But,  it 
may  be  urged,  in  arrest  of  judgment,  they 
are  put  on  in  the  post-office,  and  thus  consti- 
tute the  official  certificate  to  the  receiver 
that  the  letter-carrier  is  authorised  to  claim 
the  amount  which  is  "figured"  on  them. 
In  fact,  though  these  stamps  do  not  prepay, 
they,  nevertheless,  represent  the  postage ;  and 
in  the  countries  in  which  they  are  in  use,  they 
form  the  conventional  sign  of  postage  due. 
They  are  the  admissible  corollary  of  postage 
stamps  proper;  the  public,  when  it  wishes  to 
employ  the  services  of  the  post-office,  for  con- 
venience sake  puts  a  label  of  a  given  value  on 
a  letter,  and  the  office  is  then  bound  to  carry 
the  letter ;  if  the  office  conveys  an  unpaid 
letter,  for  convenience  sake  it  puts  on  a 
label  representing  the  charge  for  carriage, 


and  the  receiver  is  obliged  to  pay  if  be  want 
his  letter.  It  may  bo  paradoxically  put, 
that  although  you  cannot  huy  an  nnpaid 
letter  stamp,  you  have  to  pay  for  it,  and 
payment  is  of  "  the  essence  of  the  contract" 
For  these  reasons,  I  think  that  chiffre^axe 
stamps  are  fairly  collectable  ;  and  Mr.  Pern- 
berton  himself  must  surely  modify  his 
decision  to  include  in  the  body  of  bis  forth- 
coming catalogue  only  stamps  sold  to  the 
public,  unless  he  is  prepared  to  reject  the 
"unpaid  letter'*  series  of  Turkey,  which  is 
used  for  correspondence  from  localities 
where  no  postal  agencies  have  as  yet  been 
established. 

Retdkned  Letter  Stamps  appear  to  me  to 
be  totally  unworthy  of  collection.  A  dis- 
tinction must  be  drawn  between  stamps 
which,  in  one  sense  or  another,  represent 
postage,  and  merely  postal  stamps,  such  as 
the  returned  letter  labels.  Their  apposition 
to  a  letter  gives  rise  to  no  payment  at  either 
end,  and  as  in  the  case  of  the  official  labels, 
they  in  reality  prove  only  exemption  from 
postage.  The  return  of  an  undelivered 
letter  is  a  piece  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of 
the  post-office,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  con- 
sidered that  the  ordinary  postage  stamp, 
attached  on  the  departure  of  the  letter,  not 
only  pays  the  carriage  to  destination,  but 
also  the  return  carriage  in  case  of  non- 
delivery. A  returned  letter  label  in  any 
case  is  a  thing  with  which  the  public  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do;  it  simply  forms 
part  of  the  internal  organization  of  the  postal 
service.  We  have  no  more  need  to  concern 
ourselves  with  it,  than  we  have  to  pay 
attention  to  the  seals  wherewith  the  mail- 
bags  are  fastened  up  ;  and  the  assumed 
necessity  for  collecting  them,  has,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  been  felt  to  be  irksome 
by  many  philatelists. 

Registration  and  Too-late  Stamps. — ^How 
far  can  these  be  considered  collectable? 
They,  like  the  returned  letter  labels,  are 
portions  of  the  internal  economy  of  the 
post-office.  In  this  country,  the  word 
registered  is  struck  on  the  letter  with  a 
handstamp,  and  the  payment  of  an  extra 
penny  stamp,  to  cover  the  fine  for  late  post- 
age is — in  London,  at  any  rate— indicated  by 
the  handstamp  L.  1  or  L.  2,  as  the  case  may 
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be.  We  do  nofc  collect  these  handstmck 
impressions ;  ought  we  to  collect  the  adhesive 
Victorian  "Registered"  and  "Too-late" 
labels,  the  Trinidad  "  Too  late,"  the  United 
States  "  Registered,"  &c.  ?  The  class  is  not 
a  numerons  one,  and,  of  the  two  kinds,  one 
represents  a  specially  guaranteed  mode  of 
transmission,  the  other  an  earlier  despatch. 
These  advantages  are  prepaid.  Shall  we 
then,  for  once,  be  inconsistent^  and,  whilst 
collecting  the  labels,  the  true  offshoot  of  the 
cheap  postal  system,  reject  the  uninteresting 
handstamped  words  P  I  leave  it  to  my 
readers  to  answer. 

Newspaper  Impressed  Stamps.  —  These 
are  a  troublesome  class  of  stamps,  which 
have  occasionally  formed  the  subjects  of 
more  or  less  incomplete  lists,  and  whose 
claims  have  been  repeatedly  urged  by  the 
few — shaU  we  say  happy? — possessors  of  col- 
lections of  them.  My  own  impression  is  that 
they  are  not  deserving  of  recognition.  They 
are  the  relics  of  an  obsolete  system.  They 
were  not  sold  to  the  public,  nor  struck  on 
the  papers  by  postal  officials.  They  were 
the  means  used  of  collecting  an  item  in  the 
Inland  Revenue,  and  they  lost  any  postal 
character  they  might  have  possessed  tifteen 
days  after  the  date  of  emission.  I  apprehend 
that  most  collectors  would  object  to  their 
being  raked  up  from  their  obscurity  and 
forced  on  them,  under  the  pretext  that 
they  were  postage  stamps. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  invite  my 
readers*  serious  attention  to  the  subject,  for 
it  will  bear  consideration ;  and  if  from  the 
discussion  some  general  rule,  acceptable 
to  the  majority,  can  be  established,  as  to  the 
classes  of  stamps  which  are  within,  and 
those  which  are  without  the  limits,  my  object 
in  drawing  attention  to  the  matter  will  have 
been  gained. 

How  Db.  Magnus  begahb  a  Stahp  Collbctob. — 
Ten  years  ago  my  eldest  son,  then  an  urchin  nine  years 
of  age,  had  brought  home  from  school  a  score  of  ragged 
stamps — English,  Belgian,  Dutch,  German,  and  Italian — 
aod  made  comical  efforts  to  classify  them.  A  few  Spanish 
and  French  republic  stamps,  which  we  hunted  up  from 
our  letters,  set  the  seal  on  the  partnership — Magnus, 
father  and  son— and  all  our  endeavours  tenaed  to  swell 
the  number  of  stamps  which  filled  the  album.  Later  on, 
}he  well-known  fickleness  of  children  left  me  alone  at  the 
ivfud  of  the  collection.  It  was  from  that  day  that  I 
Ntiously  pursued  the  study.— Za  Gazette  dee  Timbres. 


THE  FIJI  ISLANDS   IN  SEARCH  OP 

A  PROTECTOR. 

There  is  something  almost  touching  in  the 
friendless  position  of  the  Fiji  Islands  at  the 
present  time.  They  have  been  hawked 
about  most  persistently  from  one  great 
power  to  another,  and  the  answer  to  each 
and  every  application  has  been  in  effect, 
'*  No  child  of  mine."  England  treated  the 
idea  of  a  protectorate  with  scorn ;  America 
calcuated  that  she  had  enough  to  do  with 
her  own  Indians ;  the  AustrsJian  colonies, 
which  are  deeply  interested  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  responsible  government  in  this 
particular  group,  are  quite  unable  to  do  any- 
thing except  to  recommend  Great  Britain  to 
"  annex  "  it ;  the  only  polite  answer  was 
obtained  from  Prince  Bismarck,  of  all  people 
in  the  world.  Nearly  eighteen  months  ag^, 
in  reply  to  a  numerously  signed  petition, 
requesting  that  the  Fiji  Islands  should  be 
placed  under  the  Prussian  flag,  he  wrote  a 
civil  letter  with  his  own  hand  to  the  leading 
merchant  in  Fiji — a  North  German — and 
expressed  his  regret  that  the  state  of  affairs 
in  Europe  prevented  him  from  giving  atten- 
tion to  Fiji  just  then,  but  he  hinted  that  no 
long  time  might  elapse  ere  Prussia  would  be 
at  liberty  to  act  in  the  South  Seas. — PalU 
Mall  Gazette, 

[In  our  own  parliament,  recently,  a  question  was  put 
to  the  government  as  to  its  intention  Math  regard  to  the 
Fijian  administration,  and  its  reply  was  that  it  would 
recognise  as  de/aeto  in  power  the  council  of  white  men  at 
Levuka  oyer  such  islands  as  its  sway  might  extend. — £d.] 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

La  Gazette  des  Timbres.     Paris:  Pierre  Mah^. 

The  apparition  of  this  journal  will  be 
heartily  welcomed  by  philatelists  of  every 
shade  of  opinion.  Its  publication  com- 
mences under  the  most  favourable  auspices. 
It  succeeds  the  well-known  Timhrophile^ 
whose  prestige  it  inherits,  and  under  the 
direction  of  that  prince  of  philatelists — Dr. 
Magnus — its  success  is  certain. 

The  first  number  is  interesting,  not  so 
much  from  the  information  it  contains,  as 
for  the  programme  with  which  it  opens, 
entitled  "  Our  Aim,"  and  written  in  that 
attractive  style  of  which  the  learned  editor 
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is  so  pecnliarlj  master.  In  a  few  well- 
chosen  sentences  Dr.  Magnns  sketches  the 
rise  of  philately  and  the  publication  of  the 
first  magazines  in  England,  Belgium,  and 
Germany,  then  touches  on  the  issue  of  the 
first  French  journal,  Le  Gollectionneur,  of 
M.  Maury,  which  owed  its  position  to  the 
carefully  written  articles  of  that  once  famous 
collector,  M:  Herpin,  and  fell  rapidly  away 
when  he  ceased  to  contribute.  The  career 
of  Le  TimbrophUe  next  comes  under  notice, 
and  the  causes  which  interfered  with  its 
publication, — viz.,  the  war,  and  the  editor's 
numerous  occupations — are  briefly  dwelt  on ; 
and  then,  in  natural  sequence,  follows  the 
explanation  of  the  aim  of  Le  TimbrophUe* s 
successor.  That  it  includes  the  publication 
of  instructive  articles  and  monographs  we 
need  hardly  say,  but  it  is  worthy  of  special 
notice  that  Dr.  Magnus  contemplates  writ- 
ing, under  the  title  of  "  The  Little  Guzetto  " 
a  series  of  "  Papers  for  Beginners  "  similar 
in  character  and  intention  to  those  which  are 
being  published  in  these  pages.  We  are 
glad  to  see  the  utility  of  such  articles  thus 
emphatically  recognised,  and  we  shall  look 
forward  with  interest  to  the  promised  con- 
tributions. In  the  course  of  his  exposS  the 
learned  editor  intimates  his  intention  of 
treating  of  fiscal  and  telegraph  stamps,  as 
well  as  of  postal  emissions ;  but  with  regard 
to  the  fiscals,  he  will  notice  only  the  ad- 
hesives,  putting  aside  the  impressed  stamps 
until  public  opinion  be  in  favour  of  their 
being  studied.  We  regret  that  Dr.  Mngnus 
should  have  decided  in  favour  of  the  admis- 
sion of  even  adhesive  fiscals.  That  he  will 
analyse  and  chronicle  them  with  his  usual 
ability  we  do  not  doubt,  but  we  question 
very  much  if  any  considerable  section  of  his 
readers  will  follow  him. 

Among  the  contents  of  the  new  journal 
instalments  of  a  descriptive  catalogue  will 
find  place.  This  catalogue  will  comprehend 
a  full  description  of  all  the  types,  followed  by 
an  enumeration  of  the  sub-types  and  va- 
rieties, and  of  the  reprints.  Official  essays 
will  be  separately  treated. 

After  the  introductory  article  comes  the 
first  chapter  of  "  La  Petite  Gtizette,"  or  rather 
its  preface,  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Magnus  to  his  nephew,  entitled  **  What  one 


may  learn  in  Collecting  Stamps."  To  this 
succeeds  the  "  Chronicle,"  which  occopies 
twelve  pages,  and  is,  in  fact,  a  resumi  of  the 
emissions  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
In  running  through  it  we  notice  that  Dr. 
Magnus  confirms  our  opinion  that  both  the 
Finnish  cards  are  engraved.  Per  conira, 
the  learned  doctor  gives  his  vote  in  favour 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  Goa  stamps,  against 
which,  in  presence  of  the  accumulating  proof 
of  genuineness,  we  must  now  withdraw  our 
own  objections.  Reference  is  made  to  the 
telegraph  card  of  this  country,  and  the  whole 
of  the  notice  printed  on  the  back  is  quoted. 
The  paragraphs  treating  of  this  card  hare 
been  copied  verbatim  into  the  ofiicial  jourosl 
of  the  republic,  with  due  acknowledgment 
of  the  source — an  honour,  probably,  unex- 
pected by  their  writer. 

The  number  closes  with  a  lengthy  but  use- 
ful notice  to  subscribers  respecting  the  com- 
munication of  novelties,  in  which  senders  of 
new  emissions  of  private  offices  are  requested 
to  accompany  the  specimens  with  proofs  of 
authenticity,  in  the  shape  of  newspaper 
articles,  prospectuses,  or  other  documents. 

This  first  number  runs  to  twenty-four 
pages  in  all,  in  consequence  of  the  length  of 
the  "  Chronicle,"  but  the  ordinary  contents 
will  be  sixteen  pages.  In  size  it  is  an  im- 
perial octavo.  The  typographical  arrange- 
ments are  good,  but  we  cannot  say  much 
for  the  frontispiece,  which  strikes  us  as  being 
a  very  inartistic  composition. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  CINGALESE  CURRENCV. 
To  the  Editor  of ''^T'o^  STAMP-CoLLEcroa's  Magazini.*' 

Bear  Sm, — In  your  magazine  fur  May  you  spetk* 
under  the  heading  of  **  Ceylon,"  of  **  the  new  Cingalese 
dollar,"  &c.  We  have  no  dollar  here.  Our  atan<Unl  is 
the  rupee^  the  same  as  in  India,  and  is  worth  all  through 
India  and  Ceylon  exactly  two  shillings.  In  exchan^  be- 
tween England  the  value,  of  course,  varies  according  to 
condition  of  money-market.  In  Ceylon  we  have  a  dedumal 
division  of  the  rupee  into  cents,  whilst  in  India  their 
division  is  into  annas  and  pies. 

The  cent,  therefore,  is  not  equal  to  the  English  for- 
thing,  but  in  postal  matters  the  government  have  reck- 
oned it  so,  thus  conferring  a  slight  postal  boon  upon  the 
Ceylon  public,  rather  than,  by  adhering  to  the  exact  pre- 
vious rates,  have  stamps  expressed  in  cents  and  fractions, 
which  would  have  been  necessary. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,' 

Yours  obediently. 

Colombo.  X.  X. 
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THE  "PENNY  POST"  MARKS. 
lb  lh4  Editor  of  ^^ToB  Stamp-Collectok's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — "With  reference  to  the  penny  twsts  which  1 
brought  under  your  notice  in  my  last  letter,  1  beg  to  state 
that  the  dates  or  two  of  them  in  my  possession  are  February 
16th,  1830,  and  July  3rd,  1830.  In  m3r  opinion  there  were 
snail  offices  in  the  suburbs  of  larg^  cities,  which,  on  pay- 
ment of  a  penny,  forwarded  letters  to  the  metropolis; 
these  offices  also  existed  in  the  towns  themselves,  for  in 
Dublin  I  have  covers  impressed  with  the  names  of  ttretta. 
Tour  correspondent,  J.  H.  H.,  has  not  stated  whether  he 
possesses  any  covers  stamped  with  the  names  of  per8(mtt 
— as  "  boixon'8  penny  post  ; "  and  I  should  be  inch'ned 
to  think  that  he  has  spoiled  his  specimens  by  separating 
the  atamp  from  the  cover.  If  the  Americans  could  only 
find  such  things  as  these  "down  South,"  I  have  no  doubt 
that  manv  a  letter  would  be  written  by  enterprising  dealers 
to  suburoan  postmasters,  to  inquire  of  them  what  they 
knew  about  the  new  comers. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

Dublin.  M.  H.  C. 


To  the  Editor  of^^  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Sir, — In  The  Stamp-  Oolleeto/a  Magazine  for  May,  page 
74,  you  refer  to  some  old  marks  found  by  a  correspondent 
on  ancient  letters,  and  as  you  desire  some  further  infor- 
mation^ the  few  I  enclose  may  assist  you  as  regards  dates. 

I  have  a  collection  of  about  1000  varieties  of  post- 
marks, which  I  made  several  vears  ago ;  and  among  them 
I  have  thirty-six  varieties  of  tne  Fenny  Post,  in  black,  red, 
and  blue,  the  oldest  being  a  Southampton  one,  dated  29 
May,  1827  (blue  ink.)  I  have  always  been  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  these,  as  I  understood  that  the  penny  post 
began  in  1840.  Likewise  thirty*  two  Id.  paid,  and  two 
2d.  PAID.  I  have  one  okehampton,  6d.  clause  post, 
being  the  only  one  I  have  ever  seen,  and  should  like  to 
know  what  "Clause  Post"  means.  I  have  only  three 
varieties  of  Sunday  marks,  which  are  rather  curious. 
The  one  marked  Oc.  7-  89,  means  October  7«  1789.  Can 
you  inform  me  the  meaning  of  the  small  triangle  in  the 
tracing:  of  August  6,  1850  r  and  a  similar  one  by  itself 

Jou  will  observe  on  an  official  letter  from  the  India  Office. 
also  send  two  Tenn^  /'o</«— Southampton  and  Milbrook 
— on  one  paper,  which  might  assist  to  an  explanation. 
Milbrook  is  aoout  two  miles  from  Southampton.  As  it  is 
the  only  one  I  have  saved  entire,  I  should  lixe  it  returned. 
My  oldest  postmark  is  of  the  year  1740. 

I  also  send  tracings  of  three  Swiss  marks  I  found  on 
letters  of  about  1864.  Should  you  consider  them  as 
postage  stamps  ?  Tou  will  observe  it  seems  as  a  frank- 
mark  of  1  f.  and  78  c. 

The  Salisbury  postmark,  as  shown  in  the  tracing,  is  the 
largest  I  have  met  with. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 
Lpmington.  J  H. 

[TIm  traetofca  and  iipMlm«nt  sent  bj  onr  eorrespondeni  are  of  mneh 
IwfT— t.  The  Ok«bantpton  one  la  eompooed  of  a  transverse  obloncr.  with 
OKmuAttrron  on  the  flrat  line  and  to.  clausk  post  on  the  second.  Whnt  a 
"  elanee  post  "  oonid  have  been  we  are  at  a  loss  to  eonjeeture.  The  other 
most  Dotteeable  impressions  are  the  drcmmond  st..  2d.  paid,  and 
MtJnixfiTOif  3  PT.  PAID,  which  Indicate  the  existence  of  a  twopennr  post, 
peraltmr.  probabi j,  to  London.  The  Swiss  marks  consist  of  (1  >  a  ti iangle 
with  a  hmr  aerosa  the  middle,  ra.  abore,  and  I  r.  78  o.  below.  (2).  An 
obkmg  rectangle,  with  siinilarljr  disposed  abbreviations,  and  (3)  a  small 
oMoug  inacrilKd  B.  6  K.  Tb«>*e  mnrks  are  similar  to  those  found  on 
Krwneh  letters,  and  alrvadj  noticed  In  these  psges.  We  should  certainly 
boMl  them  over,  pending  explanations  of  their  use.  We  cannot  give  our 
eorrespondsnt  any  information  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  triangle.— Ed.  J 


THE  CHILIAN  ENVELOPES  AND  POST   CAKDS. 
To  the  Editor  of  ^^TsB  Stamp-Collectob's  Magazinb." 

Dear  Sib,— On  the  first  page  of  The  Philatelist  for 
May  there  is  an  engraving  intended  to  give  an  approxi- 
mate idea  of  the  design  of  the  Chilian  envelopes;  it  is 
also  understood  that  the  stamp  is  the  work  of  a  native 
artist. 

As  I  have  as  yet  seen  or  heard  nothing  of  the  envelopes 
in  question,  I  wrote  to  the  postmaster-general,  and  re- 
ceived in  answer  the  assurance  that  the  envelopes  had  not 
yet  been  received,  and  that  he  had  not  seen  and  could  give 
no  account  of  the  stamp,  the  engraving  of  which  I  de- 
scribed to  him. 

I  believe,  therefore,  that  I  am  not  far  wrong  in  saying 
that  the  design  is  the  production  of  some  '* foreign" 
artist,  perhaps  even  of  the  gentleman  who,  some  tune  a^o, 
on  his  own  account,  issued  envelopes  for  the  Argentine 
republic ;  in  both  cases  the  design  of  the  adhesive  has 
been  closely  copied. 

I  would  here  warn  collectors,  too,  against  accepting 
Chilian  ^st  cards  without  the  corresponding  adhesives. 
The  Philatelist,  in  describing  them,  says,  that,  '*  in 
common  with  the  new  Bussian  post  card,  tnis  emission 
has  the  disoualification  of  bearing  no  impressed  stamp." 
One  thing,  however,  the^r  have  not  in  common,  viz.,  the 
adhesive  stamp.  If  I  mistake  not,  the  Russian  card  is 
sold  without  the  stamp;  ours,  never.  Like  the  postcards 
of  most  countries,  these  are  sold  at  facial  value — 2  c.  and 
6  c,  respectively, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir. 

Yours  ooediently, 

Valparaiso,  L.  W .  M 


THE  PETERSBURG  AND  PLEASANT  SHADE 
STAMPS— MR.  COSTER'S  REPLY  TO  MR. 
PEMBERTON. 

To  the  Editor  of  ^^Tete  Stamp- Collegtob's  Magazine." 

Deab  Sin,— The  July  number  of  The  Philatelieal 
Journal  is  just  to  hand,  and  in  it  Mr.  Pemberton's  ''re- 
view" of  mv  letter  in  the  July  number  of  The  Stamp- 
Collector's  Magazine,  on  the  subject  of  the  Petersburg 
stamp. 

I  had  at  first  intended  not  to  take  any  notice  of  the  re- 
view in  question,  which,  permit  me  to  say,  is  written  in  a 
style  entirely  unworthy  of  any  occupant  of  an  editorial 
chair.  However,  *' drowning  men  clutch  at  straws,"  and 
1  suppose  that  Mr.  Pemberton  saw  no  other  way  to  keep 
himself  from  sinking.  Mr.  Pemberton's  review  is,  in 
fact,  one  continued  slander,  with  scarcely  a  single  accurate 
assertion,  from  beginning  to  end.  Tnis  is  very  plain 
language,  but  it  is.  nevertheless,  quite  warranted  by  the 
circumstances  of  tne  case. 

Setting  aside  all  his  personal  abuse,  let  me  quote,  ver- 
batim, his  **  review "  of  my  letter,  above  referred  to." 
Mr.  P.  says — 

•*  We  ourselves,  as  the  writer  and  investigator  of  the 
subject,  are  bound  to  confess  that  we  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  one  atom  of  truthful  fact  in  the  letter  mentioned. 
The  establishment  of  the  existence  of  Mr.  Upchuroh  rests 
solely  with  a  -third  and  probably  supposititious  person,  in 
whom  we  do  not  believe.  Mr.  Cfoster,  though  undoubtedly 
a  collector  of  considerable  merit,  has  been  again  hoo^ 
winked,  our  writings  have  had  the  usual  eflect.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Let 
us  but  give  our  opinion — the  result  of  really  careful  in- 
vestigation—and our  American  cousins  can  then  find  out 
facts  by  the  dozen,  or  else  get  some  one  of  unblemished 
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moral  character  to  write  them  for  them  at  so  much  per 
foot.  •  *  *  What  we  wrote  concerning  the  Petersburg  was 
the  result  of  careful  analysis,  and  we  are  not  disposed  to 
alter  one  single  word  of  our  statements." 

This  is  Tery  fine  language,  and  quite  worthy  of  its 
talented  author,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  poorest 
kind  of  argument ;  for  it  will  be  obserred  that,  although  he 
indulges  in  plenty  of  abuse,  he  doe*  noi  even  attempt  to 
show  a  eingU  point  in  which  my  proof »  are  defective.  He 
does  not  belieye  in  Mr.  Young  or  Mr.  Upchurch's  exist- 
ence. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Pemoerton  should  be 
80  incredulous,  but  as  I  do  not  suppose  that  either  of  the 
gentlemen  in  question  would  feel  disposed  to  go  to  Europe 
to  prove  to  Mr.  P.  their  veritable  being,  I  will  endeavour 
to  prove  it  by  other  means. 

First. — I  oeg  to  refer  Mr.  Pemberton  to  any  United 
States  business  register  or  directory.  He  will  find  therein 
"  W.  C.  Upchurch,  Kaleigh,  N.  C,"  and  "K.  A.  Young  & 
Bro.,  Petersburg,  Ya.  Inen,  if  he  will  refer  to  the  co- 
partnership directory,  he  will  find  that  Jno.  D.Young,  Esq.^. 
IS  one  of  the  firm  oi  R.  A.  Young  &  Bro. 

Second.-*!  am  to  day  sending  to  the  editor  of  this  mag- 
azine a  three-cents  stamped  envelope  of  the  present  issue, 
bearing  the  return  request  of  Messrs.  B.  A.  Young  &  Bro. 
Also  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Young,  written  on  paper  bearing 
Messrs.  R.  A.  Young  and  firo.'s  printed  business  heading. 
I  send  this  letter  so  that  the  writing  therein  may  be 
compared  with  the  writing  on  the  envelope.  I  also  send 
Mr.  Young's  visiting-card.  Should  the  editor  of  The 
Stamp'CoTleetor'a  Magazine  find  all  these  *MocumentB" 
in  order,  perhaps  he  will  oblige  me  with  a  note  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  letter,  so  stating. 

The  sentence  about  ** getting  some  one  to  write  facts  by 
the  foot "  is  too  supremely  ridiculous  to  take  any  further 
notice  of. 

In  regard  to  my  being  "  aaain  hoodwinked,"  I  desire  to 
know  (supposing  even  mat  I  were  in  error  in  the  present 
instance,  -which  I  certainly  am  not)  to  what  previoue  oc- 
casion Mr.  Pemberton  refers,  when  he  uses  the  word 
**  again."  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  have  never  made  any 
assertion  in  any  stamp  magazine  that  I  am  not  able  to 
sustain  by  abundant  proofs ;  and  I  must  therefore  call  on 
Mr.  Pemberton  to  "nse  to  explain." 

As  to  the  **  Pleasant  Shade,"  we  have  but  to  compare 
what  Mr.  Pemberton  says,  on  pp.  9,  60,  63,  68,  117,  and 
118  of  his  infallible  journal,  with  what  he  says  on  p.  116, 
and  we  are  forced  to  exclaim — **  Consistency,  thou  art  a 

1'ewel"  (N.B. — Not,  however,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  P.). 
.  have  shown  (in  The  Stamp^  Collector' a  Magazine  for 
August)  that  this  stamp  does  exist  as  a  genuine  issue,  and 
ne^  add  nothing  further  thereto,  except  that  the  name 
of  **  Pleasant  Shade  "  ie  found  in  all  the  post-office  direc- 
tories published  prior  to  the  war,  but  that  since  then  the 
name  of  the  post-office  has  been  changed.  As  to  whether 
those  that  have  been  ofiered  to  Mr.  Pemberton  in  England 
are  genuine  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  unless  he  will  send  me 
one  to  compare  with  a  genuine  copy,  to  which  I  have 
access. 

It  certainly  is  to  be  sincerely  regretted  that  unprincipled 
parties  have  made  the  scarcity  of  known  genuine  speci- 
mens of  Confederate  provisionals  the  means  of  endUss 
swindling ;  but  unless  Mr.  Pemberton  can  learn  to  dis- 
criminate between  the  good  and  the  bad,  he  had  better  not 
attempt  to  elucidate  matters,  but  rather  should  apply  to 
persons  better  posted  than  himself. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  correct  an  apparently  slight  but 
really  important  error  in  my  letter  in  your  July  number, 
which  arose  through  a  mistake  on  ray  part  in  reading  Mr. 
J.  D.  Young's  letter.  Speaking  of  the  envelope  bearing 
Messrs.  Young's  imprint,  I  said  it  was  recognized  as  the 


writing  of  one  of  the  partners  of  "Ralf  Broa."     Thi» 
should  read  **  K.  A.  Young  &  Bro." 

Trusting  that  you  will  excuse  my  occupying  so  much  of 
your  valuable  space  with  a  stibject  concerning  which  Mr. 
Pemberton  stands  almost,  if  not  entirely,  alone  in  his 
opinions,  I  feel  tempted  to  close  by  repeating,  for  bis 
special  benefit,  the  familiar  rhyme  :— 

'*  A  man  convinced  a^inst  his  will. 
Is  of  the  same  opinion  still." 


New  York. 


Yours  very  truly, 
CHARLES 


H.  COSTER. 


[The  lettor  vent  by  oar  eoiTMmnd^nt  h  signed  "  J.  D.  TooBg.**  and  Is 
in  the  M>no  handwriting  ••  the  addreM  on  th«  f>nrel€jpe.  Dbth  bM«r 
and  enTelopa  bear  Mraara.  Yoang**  Imprint.  Tbf»  letter  la  daferd  (tvm 
Peterabarg.  Ya..  t2nd  Maj,  lii72.  and  ronUIni  moat  oTtbe  InfWiaatten 
reiperting  the  Peieraborff  atauip  vhirh  waa  embodied  in  Mr.  Oo«ter'a 
Aral  letter.  At  theeloaeof  the  letter  Mr.  V«*an[r  aajra.  **Let  mm  aawra 
TOO  that  I  do  not  eonvider  gtvins  aoeb  infbnnatkm  ae  I  eaa  abnt  tUa  a 
trouble,  rather  a  pleasure.  As  ibefore  stated,  I  nitee  bad  a  small  eol- 
leetlon.  and  know  Ik>w  to  value  such  thinss."  Tb<»  vlaiting-eard  ataplr 
bears  the  imprint.  -  John  D.  Vuung,"  and  below  ■*  PMcraburg.  Va.**— k^J 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  A.  F.,  Victoria. — 1.  The  Mecklenburg  and  Brunswick 
quartett  should  be  collected  entire,  but  a  single  quarter 
might  be  put  by  the  side  of  the  entire  stamp,  to  illustrate 
its  use.— 2  and  3.  The  1 J  schilling  stamp,  with  value  in 
centre  of  a  wreath,  is  one  of  the  provuional  HoLstein 
stamps  issued  by  the  Prussians  during  the  Danish  war; 
and  the  \\  schg.  Schleswig  belongs  to  the  same  epoch. — 
4.  The  profile  on  the  Java  stamps  is  that  of  the  king  of 
Holland. 

E.  B.,  St.  Albans. — Your  30  c.  Belgian  is  certainly  of  a 
paler  shade  than  ordinary — more  buff  than  amber  ;  it 
comes,  probably,  from  stock  recently  printed,  and,  as  a 
colour- variety,  is  worthy  of  collection. 

A  Collector  op  Stamps,  Norbiton,  writes  to  expnraa 
his  concurrence  in  the  opinions  as  to  the  advisability  of 
collecting  cut  envelopes,  advocated  in  a  letter  quoted  in 
the  article  entitled  "  The  Gordian  Knot  of  Stamp-Col. ect- 
ing,"  which  appeared  in  our  June  number. 

A.  S.  S.,  Wokingham. — We  are  aware  that  the  circula- 
tion of  most  of  the  French  imperial  stamps  has  excredcd 
that  of  the  Republican  issue ;  nevertheless  we  arc  obli^^ 
for  your  communication. 

F.  R.,  New  York.— We  beg  to  thank  you  for  year 
courtesy  in  sending  us  a  specimen  of  the  perforated 
Japanese — the  first  we  had  seen.  It  was  duly  noticed  in 
our  last. 

P.  J.  A.,  Inverness. — The  li»t  of  philatelic  publications 
alluded  to  on  page  182  of  our  last  volume,  was  publiafaod 
in  the  October  number  of  The  American  Joummt  ef 
Philately. 

W.  G.  B.,  London. — The  fact  that  you  received  a  per- 
forated 4  c.  French  (head  of  Liberty)  on  the  26th  Jutte^ 
does  not  militate  ngainst  the  correctness  of  a  statement 
made  by  us  in  Aprils  to  the  efiect  that  no  one  had  then 
seen  such  a  stamp.  In  fact,  the  perforated  4  c.  was 
issued  in  June,  ana  is  not  a  new  edition  of  the  Bordeaux 
type,  but  an  engraved  copy  of  the  design  of  the  latter. 

F.  H.  H.,  Kew. — The  labels  from  France,  printed  in 
black  on  yellow^  orange,  and  red  paper,  IxWing  the 
profile  of  a  man  m  the  centre,  and  inscribed  txat  sxoc 
LiREMUD,  must  be  unmitigated  humbugs. 

L.  yf.  M.,  Valparaiso. — The  inaccuracy  of  the  statement 
with  reference  to  the  abstention  fronv  using  the  imperial 
stamps  during  the  siege  of  Paris,  has  already  bi^rti 
admitted.— Our  English  postage  stamps  can  still  be  cached 
at  the  post-office  against  2^  per  cent  oiscount. 
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OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

[Emissions   noticed    in   the    presbnt  Article:— 
Fafklatid    ItlancU—  Geneva  —  Austria— Denmark— 
Wurtemburg— French  Colonies— Sandtcieh  Islands— 
Aew  Mrunswiek.] 

La  Gazette  des  Timbres. — The  opening  num- 
ber was  reviewed  in  our  last  impression ; 
the  notice  of  the  second  number  of  a  jour- 
nal which  takes  an  honoured  place  among 
"  Our  Contemporaries  "  finds  place  here. 

The  latter   opens   with   the    first   instal- 
ment of  the  promised  "  Notes  on  the  Metho- 
dical Formation  of  a  Collection,"  which  will, 
we  do  not  doubt,  prove  of  much  value,  for, 
as  its  author  remarks,  "Up  to  the  present 
time  no  one  has  settled,  or  at  any  rate  de- 
monstrated,   the    principles    which    should 
govern    the    formation    of  a   collection   of 
stamps.     Everyone  has  been  guided  by  his 
own  taste  and  fancy.      No  doubt  each  one 
can  extend  or  restrict  his  collection  accord- 
ing to  his  idea  or  his  personal  resources ;  it 
is  not  less  true  that  the  formation  and  classifi- 
cation may  be  submitted  to  a  defined  method. 
What  distinctions  should  characterise  a  col- 
lection of  this  kind  ?     To  what  categories  of 
stamps  can  it  apply  ?    And  of  each  category 
what  are  the  stamps  which  the   collection 
should   contain,  to  be  complete?     On   the 
other    hand,   what  are  the    stamps   which 
should  be  excluded,  in  order  that  it  may  not 
lose  its  specialite?  "     These  questions  go  to 
the  root  of  the  mutter,  and  from  the  replies 
which  they  will  receive,  and  the  discussion 
by  which  they  will  be  followed — if  such  re- 
plies do  not  meet  with  general  acceptance — 
will,   we   trust,  result  the  establishment  of 
such  exact  and  recognised  definitions  as  will 
subject  stamp-collecting  to  a  salutary  code  of 
laws.     We  will  not  attempt  to  forestall  the 
discussion  by  answering  any  of  these  ques- 
tions  ourselves,  but  we  may  remark  that, 
faithful  to  the  title  of  the  journal  and  of  the 
article  itself,  its  author  treats  not  of  postage 
stamps   in   particular,   but  of  all   kinds  of 
stamps — postage,   telegraph,  and   fiscal— in 
gooeral.     With  the  observations  treating  of 
fiscal  stamps  we  have  nothing  to  do ;  but  the 
rules  which  should  govern  collecting  as  they 
apply  to  all  stamps,  whatever  their  employ- 
ment, will,  a  fortiori,  apply  to  the  collection 
of  our  OYfii  protetjes — postage  stamps. 

VOL.  X,    No.  117. 


The  author,  with  strict  regard  to  logic, 
opens  his  article  with  a  definition  of  the  word 
stamp,  and  argues  that  the  service  performed 
by  a  stamp,  namely,  the  payment  to  the  state 
of  a  charge  or  duty,  and  not  the  fact  of  its 
being  adhesive  or  impressed,  should  decide 
its  acceptance  or  exclusion.  He  then  pro- 
ceeds to  the  division  of  stamps  into  two 
grand  classes  or  categories — I.  The  fiscal 
stamps,  which  represent  the  payment  of  a 
tax  or  duty ;  and — II.  The  postage  and  tele- 
graph stamps,  wherewith  payment  is  made 
to  the  state  for  services  rendered  by  it.  The 
author's  predilections  are  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  collection  of  fiscals,  and  are  shown  by 
his  putting  them  in  the  first  class,  for  no 
reason  that  we  can  imagine  other  than 
priority  of  invention.  He  discusses,  with 
evident  pleasure,  the  circumstances  connected 
with  their  emission,  and  expresses  his  regret 
that  up  to  the  present  time  they  have  not 
been  properly  catalogued,  whilst  the  smallest 
details  connected  with  postage  stamps  have 
been  carefully  described.  In  further  develop- 
ment of  his  objection,  he  adds  the  following 
foot-note,  the  argument  in  which  deserves 
attention  :  — 

**Not  only   have  the   secondary  varieties 
been  described,  which  have  but  little  value 
for  the  history  of  stamps,   but,  which   yet 
might  merit  notice  as  atfecting  the  partial 
emission  of  a  given   type   (the  Oldenburg 
stamp,    with   error    Oldeiburg ;    stamps    of 
Modena   and    Parma,   with    sundry   errors, 
(fee),   but    other   varieties    have   also  been 
mentioned  which   are   totally  insignificant, 
such  as  those  which  result  from  an  isolated 
typographical  accident  (as,  for  instance,  when 
two  envelopes  with  inscription  having  passed 
under  the  press  at  the  same  time,  one  of 
them  has  received  an  uncoloured  impression 
from  the   die).     It  would,  perhaps,  be  ad- 
visable  to   disengage    the    already   minute 
details  in  the  study  of  stamps  from  these 
complications  which  ofier  no  real  interest.*' 

In  the  "Little"  or  "Minor  Gazette," 
Doctor  Magnus  discourses  on  "  what  may  be 
included  in  a  limited  collection."  After 
referring  to  the  existence  of  the  different 
classes  of  stamps  mentioned  above,  he 
recommends  the  young  collector  to  confine 
his  attention  to  postage  stamps,  and  further 
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counsels  beginners  to  a  complete  abstention 
from  the  study  of  perforations,  of  varieties  of 
shade,  and  of  descriptions  of  paper,  but  he 
engages  them  to  accept,  though  with  caution, 
the  issues  of  private  offices. 

The  Chronicle  and  the  fir^t  instalment  of 
the  Catalogue  JRalsonne  complete  the  number. 
In  tlie  latter  article  the  list  of  the  Austrian 
stamps  is  commenced,  and  the  names  of  the 
colours  which  should  be  collected  by  begin- 
ners are  printed  in  a  thick  salient  type. 

The  third  number  of  this  journal  reaches 
us  at  th6  moment  of  going  to  press,  and 
we  have  only  space  for  a  hasty  survey  of 
its  contents.  It  opens  with  a  notice  of 
the  Falkland  Islands,  and  their  solitary  hand- 
struck  impression ;  which,  as  it  is  probably 
made  on  the  envelope  after  payment  of  the 
postal  rate,  Dp.  Magnus  considers  to  be 
nothing  more  than  a  simple  postmark. 

In  the  continuation  of  the  ''  Memoir  on  the 
Methodical  Formation  of  a  Collection,"  the 
author  describes  the  various  species  of 
postage  stamps,  recommends  the  acceptance 
of  unstamped  post  cards,  and  adds,  that  as 
an  aid  to  study  and  verification,  it  is  well  to 
add  to  the  collection  : — 1.  Stamps  prepared 
by  a  postal  administration,  but  not  issued  in 
consequence  of  some  change,  political  or 
otherwise.  2.  Official  reprints,  which  how- 
ever, he  admits  have  scientifically  no  intrinsic 
value.  "  The  stamp,"  ho  observes,  "  is  not  an 
engraving  published  for  the  satisfaction  of 
collectors,  but  an  official  instrument  created 
for  the  service  of  the  public."  3.  Counter- 
feits, when  made  with  a  view  to  defraud  the 
governments,  or,  in  some  exceptional  cases, 
as  an  indispensable  means  of  verification 
(e.  27.,  Moldavia,  1st  issue).  4.  Essays  issued 
by  a  postal  administration,  or,  at  its  instiga- 
tion, by  private  engravei'S,  but  not  more 
speculative  productions.  In  the  "  Minor 
Gazette,"  beginners  are,  with  reason,  warned 
against  putting  their  faith  in  obliterations  as 
a  guarantee  of  authenticity,  and  good  advice 
is  given  them  as  to  the  selection  of  their 
stamps.  A  second  instalment  of  the  "  Cata- 
logue Raisonne"  and  the  usual  "Chronicle" 
complete  the  number. 

Le  TlmbrO'Poste. — In  the  current  number 
appears  a  further  instalment  of  Dr.  Magnus's 
article  on  "  Stami>ed  Envelopes,"  in  which 


those  of  Switzerland  are  treated  of,  com- 
mencing with  the  5  c.  envelope  of  Geneva. 
Dr.  Magnus  is  not  of  those  who  doubt  its 
authenticity  because  all  the  entire  envelopes 
known  are  unobliterated.  As  to  the  adhe- 
sive 5  c.  green  on  white^  which  is  said  to 
exist,  the  following  are  the  learned  Doctors 
observations : — 

It  would  be  tolerably  difficult  to  disdngoiah  thU  stamp 
from  the  stamp  of  the  envelope.  However,  as  the  paper 
of  the  latter  is  yellowbh  grey,  if  a  stamp  with  smttll 
margiu  should  tuni  up,  oo  white  paper,  and  gummed  ai 
the  back,  there  would  be  a  very  strong  presumption  in 
favour  of  an  adhesive  stamp.  But  the  yellowiiA  tint 
which  paper  acquires  in  time,  and  the  necessity  for  gQio> 
ming  a  stamp  in  order  to  mount  it  on  an  envelope,  render 
these  characteristics  very  uncertain.  The  best  proof  that 
could  be  given  of  the  existence  of  adhesive  stamps  printed 
on  white  paper  would  be  to  produce  an  uncut  pair  or  than. 
Until  then  the  existence  or  the  adhesive  stamp,  printed 
in  colour  on  white  paper,  will  always  appear  to  us 
doubtful,  and  the  distinction  between  it  and  the  eut  en- 
velope very  probleoiaticaK 

The  number  doses  with  "  Throe  facts  in 
the  History  of  the  Postage  Stamp  in  Austria," 
by  Baron  A.  de  Rothschild.  The  first  of 
these  facts  is,  that  whilst  the  postage  between 
Austria  and  France,  prior  to  the  conclusion 
of  a  postal  treaty,  was  about  thirty- two  cent- 
imes, it  is  now,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty,  sixty 
centimes,  of  which  sum  twenty  centimes  go  to 
the  profit  of  the  Austrian  treasury,  and  is  a 
clear  loss  to  the  French  public.  This  strange 
result  arises  from  the  application  of  a  favoarito 
doctrine  of  the  French  post-office,  that  it  is 
entitled  to  collect  a  charge  of  twenty  cent- 
imes on  all  letters  traversing  French  terri- 
tory, no  matter  to  what  extent,  and  that  it 
recognises  the  right,  on  the  part  of  foreign 
post-offices,  to  claim  an  equal  sum. 

The  second  fact  has  reference  to  the  usefol- 
noss  of  stamped  envelopes  in  Hungary.     A 
correspondent  of  the  baron,  residing  in  Hun- 
gary, informed  him  that  finding  that  many 
of  his  letters  to  France,  duly  prepaid  by  him 
by  means  of  adhesive  stamps,  never  reached 
their  destination,  he  applied   to   the  post- 
roaster  of  his  town — the  second  in  importance 
in  the  realm  of  St.  Etienne — for  an  expla- 
nation, and  the  latter  then  admitted  to  him 
that   the  postal  cmploySH,  being  very  badly* 
paid,  did  not  hesitate  to  increase  their  in- 
come by  removing  the  25  krenzer  stamps 
from  letters  for  France,  selling  them,  and 
destroying    the    letters    themselves !     The 
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Hangarian  postmaster  indicated  to  the  ap- 
plicant, as  a  friend,  a  means  of  escaping  from 
a  practice  to  wbicli  he  declared  his  subordi- 
nates resorted  from  pnre  want,  viz.,  the  em- 
ployment of  stamped  envelopes.  Baron 
Kothschild,  nnable  to  guarantee  the  exact- 
ness of  this  piquant  anecdote,  closes  it  with 
the  expression  of  a  good-humoured  doubt 
whether  his  friend  maj  not  have  written  with 
more  wit  than  accuracy. 

The  third  fact  is,  that  the  "journal  tax  *' 
— which  Austria  collects  by  means  of  the 
well-known  square  stamp,  with  arms  in  cen- 
tre— on  all  foreign  journals,  tbongh  termed 
a  tax,  is,  in  reality,  a  poorly  disguised  in- 
crease of  the  postal  rates,  and  onght,  so 
thinks  the  writer,  to  be  considered  as  a 
serions  infraction  of  the  international  con- 
ventions. 

The  PhilcUelical  Journal  opens,  as  usual, 
with  the  "  Cream  of  the  Magazines,"  and,  in 
connection  with  the  "  Papers  for  Beginners," 
on  Denmark,  discusses,  for  the  benefit  of  ad- 
vanced collectors,  the  issue  of  tho  early 
Danish  stamps,  on  paper  hureU^  and  non-  < 
hureUy  and  prints  the  following  list  of  the 
varieties,  originally  compiled  by  the  late 
Mr.  Pauwels. 

First  Issue.— 4.  R.B.S. 

No  hurtle. — Yellow-brown,  chocolate. 
BiireU^  white  or  ytllowUh  paper. — Yellow-brown,  cho- 
colate, dark  brown. 

Second  Issue. — Dotted  ground. 

No  IfureU. — 2  sk.  blue,  pale  blue ;  4  sk.  brown,  yellow- 
brown  ;  8 ik.  green,  var.  on  yellowish  paper;  16 sk. 
grey-lilac,  brijiht  violet. 

Bur$i^. — 2  ftk  pale  blue ;  4  sk.  yellow-brown,  chestnut- 
brown,  varying ;  8  sk.  yellow-green. 

WjkVT  Ground. 

Nohureld. — 4  sk.  yellow-brown,  brown ;  8sk.  green ;  4  sk. 

brown,  rouietted;  16  sk.  violet,  rouUtted. 
Bur$U.—  i  sk.    yellow-brown,    chestnut-brown,    deep 

brown  ;  8  sk.  green. 

4  sk.  pale  chestnut,  rouietted. 

Our  contemporarj  closes  its  comments  on 
the  Danish  stamps,  with  a  bit  of  gossip 
anent  the  well-known  pair  of  brown  essayp, 
"  head  of  Mercury  and  king,"  which  is  worth 
reprinting. 

During  the  year  1863,  we  obtained  from  ^fr.  Eric 
Ritzau,  of  Copenhagen  (then  a  well-known  collector),  a 

Eftir  of  the  genuine  stamps,  of  which  ho  gave  us  the 
i*tory.^  Of  the  original  essays,  as  submitted  to  govern- 
ment, either  but  three  pairs  had  been  presen'ed,  or  else 
but  three  pairs  had  been  priutcd  (our  memory  will  not 


allow  us  to  state  positively) ;  but  these  tliree  original  pairs 
were  thus  dispersed,  first,  the  pair  in  Mr.  Bitzau's  collec- 
tion sent  to  us ;  secondly,  a  pair  in  the  possession  of  a 
Danish  gentleman,  Mr.  Hans  Kicer,  then  residing  in 
Hong  Kong  (who  was  also  an  old  correspondent  of  ours), 
and  third,  a  pair  that  Laplante  (a  then  well-known  Pans 
dealer)  had  managed  to  secure.  Subsequently,  a  second 
pair  was  engraved,  ot  which  fifty  pairs  came  into  the 
nands  of  collectors — all  others  are  forgeries ;  and  this  is  the 
outline  of  the  curious  history  of  the  three  original  pairs  of 
Danish  essays,  as  given  to  ourselves  nine  years  ago,  and 
which  we  never  remember  to  have  seen  in  print. 

Following  the  "  Cream  of  the  Magazines" 
comes  an  instractive  article  by  the  Rev.  R. 
B.  Ear6e,  on  the  Swedish  stamps,  and  an 
intricate  demonstration,  by  Mr  Tiffany,  of 
the  inaccuracy  of  the  official  documents 
quoted  by  us  in  1867,  in  reference  to  the 
large-6gnre  Argentine.  We  must  admit 
that  we  lack  the  time  to  prove  his  calcula- 
tions ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  must  also 
acknowledge  that  the  history  of  these  large- 
figure  Argentines  is  not  quit-e  clear  from 
doubt,  in  spite  of  the  docaments  which  were 
communicated  to  us. 

In  the  article  on  "  Novelties,"  the  editor, 
referring  to  the  issne  of  un  perforated  repub- 
lican stamps  to  the  French  colonies,  considers 
it  self-evident  that  they  must  belong  to  tho 
engraved  type,  "as  this  typo  has  always 
hitherto  been  perforated,  whilst  the  litho- 
graphed were  unperforate; "  but  his  argu- 
ment proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  there 
are  no  more  lithographed  stamps  left,  whilst 
to  us  it  had  seemed  possible  that  the 
remnant  of  the  lithographed  supply  had  been 
sent  out  to  the  colonies. 

The  valuable  paper  on  "The  Turkish 
Stamps,"  by  "A  Parisian  Collector,"  com- 
menced some  months,  back  is  completec^, 
and  Mr.  Atlee*s  monograph  on  the  Sandwich 
Islands  is  continued  in  the  present  number. 
From  the  latter  we  learn  that  the  recent 
forgeries  of  the  1  and  2  c,  figure  black  on 
white  wove,  blue  wove,  and  blue  laid  (ac- 
cording to  a  statement  made  to  Mr.  Atlee 
by  a  continental  dealer  of  known  probity), 
were  received  direct  from  the  postal  authori- 
ties of  Honolulu.  It  is  therefore  evident, 
says  the  writer,  that  the  officials  have 
lowered  themselves  to  commit  a  fraud  on. 
stamp-collectors,  for  tho  sake  of  putting' 
money  into  their  probably  famished  ox- 
chequer. 

"  Our  Catalo;'ue "  contains  some  further 
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announcements  respecting  Mr.  Edward  L. 
Pemberton's  projected  work,  inclading  that 
of  bis  intention,  for  clearness'  sake,  to  "eschew 
minor  variations  in  the  texture  of  un water- 
marked paper,  and  to  catalogue  no  sub- 
sidiary shades.  "  The  Latest  Strike,''  "A  Fool 
answered  according  to  his  Folly,"  "  Re- 
views," and  "  Answers,"  complete  a  fair 
average  number. 

TIw  Philatelist  for  September  is  principally 
noticeable  for -the  continuation  of  two  well- 
known  articles — "The  Envelopes  of  Ger- 
many," and  "The  Spud  Papers."  In  the 
former  the  Wurtemburg  emissions  form  the 
subject  of  analysis,  and  the  following  obser- 
vations occur  therein  with  regard  to  the  re- 
lative excellence  of  the  impression  of  the  en- 
velopes at  Berlin  and  Stuttgard  : — 

Another  element  of  variety  is  dependent  on  the  inscrip- 
tions. The  Wurtemburj;  envelopes  were  manufactured 
at  Stuttgard.  This  first  serifS  bears  marks  of  the  want  of 
that  finish  which  is  to  he  fuund  in  the  envelopes  manu- 
factured at  Berlin  ;  and  in  no  point  is  this  want  of  finish 
SQ  noticeable  as  in  the  printing  of  the  inscription.  If  we 
compare  the  Wurtemburg  envelopes  with  those  of  the 
soiitnem  division  of  Tour  and  Taxis,  the  inscription  on 
wliich  consists  of  the  same  words  as  on  the  Wurtemburg, 
the  irregularity  of  the  printing  of  these  latter  will  be  self- 
evident.  Instead  of  there  being  an  interval  between  each 
repetition  of  the  four  words  of  the  inscription,  the  last 
word  of  one  sentence  frequently  runs  into  the  first  word 
of  the  succeeding  one,  and  the  letters  ai'e  sometimes  above 
and  sometimes  oelow  the  line. 

The  "Spud"  paper  treats  of  the  New 
Brunswick  forgeries,  of  which  specimens  of 
these  illustrate  the  article.  None  of  them 
seem  really  dangerous ;  but  the  17  c.  black 
has  rather  a  deceptive  look  about  it,  and  it 
may  be  i^  well  to  mention  that  this  forgery 
is  distinguished  by  the  absence  of  the  brooch 
which  appears  in  the  genuine  on  the  Prince's 
shoulder.  In  the  article  "  Our  Prize  Essays," 
the  editor  describes  the  prizeman's  designs, 
which  he  says  "  might  be  mistaken  for  co- 
loured lithographs;"  and  having  had  the 
opportunity  of  inspecting  them  ourselves,  we 
can  fully  endorse  this  encomium. 

Tlie  American  Journal  of  PhilafeJy  is  cer- 
tainly not  improving.  The  September 
number  contains  a  useless  "  table  of  dates  of 
first  issue,  and  number  of  stamps  issued  by 
each  country."  The  sole  novelty  in  the 
article  on  new  issues,  is  a  mythical  Chinese 
local  stamp,  value  \  bw,  and  supposed  to 
have  been    issued    at  Hon^jkong  by  a  firm 


styled  Sutherland  and  Co. ; — probably  an 
American  house.  Tfte  American  Jaumal  of 
FMlatelyhtLa  nodoubt  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
stamp.  The  instalment  of  "  Notes  on  United 
States  Locals"  is  occupied  with  a  recan- 
tation of  past  errors  in  description.  The 
"  Notes  on  the  Stamps  of  Brazil "  are  well- 
written,  but  contain  absolutely  no  new  in- 
formation ;  and  the  number  closes  with  a  re- 
print of  an  article  written  by  Dr.  Gray  ten 
years  ago. 


THE  CITr  DELIVERY  POSTS 

OF 

SAN  FRANCISCO. 

BY  C.   H.   CX>STBR. 
I. — THE   CALIFORNIA   PENNY   POST  CO. 

[Although  many  of  the  varieties  of  the 
"  penny  post "  were  described  in  a  recent 
number  of  TJie  Philatelical  Journal,  1  trust 
that  no  apology  is  needed  for  reproducing 
them  here,  together  with  such  other  types 
and  information  as  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain.] 

This  company  was  started  in  the  year  1855 
by  one  J.  P.  Qoodwin,  for  the  purpose  ex- 
plained in  the  following  circular,  which  we 
have  extracted  from  the  June  number  of  The 
Philatelical  Journal, 

"  Penny  Post  Company,  OflSce,  135,  Cali- 
fornia Street,  San  Francisco.  By  enclosing  a 
5  cents  envelope  to  the  Penny  Post  Co,  in  a 
letter,  that  may  be  sent  up  by  express  for  25 
cents,  the  answer  enclosed  in  that  envelope 
will  be  delivered  in  San  Francisco  by  7 
o'clock,  without  further  charge.  Rates— 5 
cents  prepaid,  or  10  cents  not  prepaid.'* 

It  had  offices  established  in  several  of  tbe 
principal  cities  of  the  west,  as  enumerated  on 
the  printed  franks  of  the  company,  illus- 
trated on  the  succeeding  pages. 

To  commence  with  the  envelopes,  the  types 
of  which  we  will  designate  by  the  letters  «p 
pended  thereto. 

A. —Unfortunately,  the  illustration  will 
give  but  an  indifferent  idea  of  the  original. 
The  discrepancies  arise  through  the  printers 
having  r.o  type  similar  to  the  old-fashioned 
style  nsed  on  the  envelope  in  quesfion.  I 
will  point  out  the  differences  : — 
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"To  the   Penny    Post   Co."   ia   in    open 


"  For  "  is  in  shaded  lettera. 

"  No,"  and  "  Street  "  are  in  much  larger 


"Califomin"  ii 


D  open  letters. 


The  government  postage  is  prepaid  by  nn- 
perfoiiited  3  cent  and  10  cent  stamps  of  the 
I86I  issue,  which  are  postmarked  "  St. 
Louis."  It  bears  the  usual  hnndstamp  of 
the  "  Penny  Post  Company "  in  the  left- 
band  lower  corner. 

Nett  we  have  an  envelope  in  everywise 
similar,  excepting  that  it  is  slightly  iHrger, 
and  reads  pennv  post  paid,  7.  This  I 
have  not  seen,  but  I  have  received  notice  of 
it  from  a  valued  correspondent,  who  says  it 
is  prepaid  by  two  3  cent  stamps  of  the  1H51 
issue,  and  that  it  is  endorsed  "  Answered, 
Novr.  7,  1855."  The  Phihitdical  Jo>im,U  no- 
tices a  cut  copy  of  the  abovo,  which,  it  snys, 
is  from  an  18.'>:1  envelope.  All  the  above 
are  printed  in  black  oti  buff  coloured  enve- 
lopes. 

B. — The  illustration  speaks  for  itself.  The 
words  "To,"  "No,,"  "Street,"  and  "  Cal." 
are  slightly  different  in  the  original,  which 
is  on  a  3  c.  bnff  envelope  of  1853,  and  im- 
pressed in  black.  The  specimen  from  which 
I  now  describe  ia  dated  in  pencil  "  February, 
1856."  The  Philafdical  Journal  notes  a  2  c. 
to  match,  bnt  reading  "To  the  post  office." 
As,  however,  it  is  cut  from  the  envelope, 
further  particulars  are  lacking. 

C. — The  transverse  oval  is  embossed,  and 
it  is  impressed  in  red  on  a  3  cent  18.J3  euve- 

D. — For  esactly  what  purpose  thia  was 
nsed  I  am  at  a  loss  to  surmise ;  I  can 
scarcely  think  that  it  was  used  for  the 
private  correspondence  of  the  company,  bnt 
rather  that  the  notice  at  top  is  intended  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  sender  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  not  printed  on  a  government  enve- 
lope, and  must,  therefore,  be  prepaid  in 
ffovernment  Rtamps ;  and  that  it  does  not 
allndo  to  the  private  fee  of  (he  "  penny  post," 
which  was  probably  collected  at  destination. 
It  mnet  be  understood  that  i  do  not  assert 
Ibis  as  a  fact,  but  merely  give  it  as  a  &u^ges- 


As  to  the  wlUenireg,  wo  will  designate  them 
by  numbers  for  relerence. 

1, — Transverse  iivnl,  formed  by  row  of 
pearls,  surrounded  by  single  line,  enclosed  in 
rectangular  frame.  The  space  between  the 
oval  and  the  outside  frame  is  filled  up  with 
straight  lines.  Tn  the  centre :  calikormi^ 
[■liSNir  POST  CO.  in  curved  line  at  top; 
D  CENTS  in  centre;  at  bottom,  paid  io  thk 
POST  OFFICE,  curved.  Apparently  from  a 
wood-block.  Blue  impression  on  rough 
yellowish  p.^per. 


These  last  three  are,  to  all  appearance,  printed 
from  steel  dies.  I  have  no  proof  that  No.  4 
was  ever  nsed  by  the  "  California  Penny 
Post  Company,"  but  I  believe  that  No.  3  un- 
doubtedly was. 

5. — The  Vhilatel'ical  Journal  also  notes  a 
stamp,  which  is  very  similar  to  the  design 
enclosed  in  the  rectangular  frame  forming 
a  part  of  envelope  B  ;  "  but  the  entire  back- 
ground is  of  very  fine  horizontal  lines,  on 
which  FAiD  5  appears  in  white  letters, 
surcharged  with  from  tub  post  office, 
CARE  OF  THE  PENNY  POST  CO.,  in  text  baud, 
above  which  are  the  words  calefor.sia 
PENNY  FOSTAOG.  The  small  imitation  stamp 
is  larger,  and  clearly  resembles  the  1853  en- 
velope ;  the  impression  is  blue,  on  very  thin 
white  paper."  It  is  somewhat  dnbious  as  to 
whether  this  is  an  adhesive  or  has  been  cut 
from  an  envelope.  The  proa  and  con$  may 
bo  found  at  the  top  of  page  107  of  the  jour- 
nal from  which  1  extract  the  abovo. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Japan. — The   values  quoted   for  the   perfo- 

,  rated  Bet  by  The  American 

[  Journal   of  Fhilatelij  ap- 

I  pear  to  be  incorrect.    Our 

I   Brigbton     contemporary, 

[  wbose      information      is 

donbtleas  derived  from  a 

Irnatwortby  source,  states 

■  thcni  to  bona  follows:— 


H' 


^  tcnpo     chocolate- brown 
^       „         Rage-green 


1  Unpo.  2  tcnpoes. 

It  also  adds:  "The  \  tenpo  sage-green  is 
the  only  pnmmed  Klnmp  of  tbia  issae;  we 
therefore  presume  that  it  supersedes  the  ^ 
tenpo  chocolate- brown,  and  that  the  latter 
will  become  scapce.  Doubtless  a  perforated 
tt  tenpoea  is  in  nse,  but  no  specimen  has  yet 
reached  ns.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
symbol  which  appeared  at  the  top  of  the  old 
set  is  fooiid  at  the  bottom  of  the  new,  with 
one  variable  device  above."  The  impression 
of  these  new-comerB  ia  on  the  whole  inferior 
f-o  that  of  the  nnperforated  set,  the  designs 
being  more  or  less  blurred.  The  central 
characters  alone  are  finer.  Our  contem- 
porary gives  no  reason  for  his  assumption 
that  a  5  tenpo  stamp  is  in  use,  but  the  ex- 
tension of  the  postal  ayatem  woold  form  a 
sufficient  ground  for  crediting  ils  existence. 

The  Gatclte  dee  Timbreg,  to  hand  since  the 
ttbove  was  written,  glvea  the  values  as  ten, 
or  zeni;  but  in  those  denominations  it  is 
easy  to  trace  the  (eiipu  of  the  English  jour- 
nals, and  this  vnlne  ia  admitted  ou  all  hands 
to  be  the  equivalent  of  the  American  cent. 
Our  Pansiau  contemporary  gives  the  follow- 
ing explanation  of  the  iriacription,  which 
seems    to   us    to     bo    rather   contradictory. 


"  The  new  stamps  are  of  the  same  type  » 
the  old,  but  of  the  two  characters  in  black 
which  they  bear,  the  lower,  which  signifies 
ten  or  zetti,  is  the  rvproditetion  of  tbe  upper 
one  on  tbe  old.  In  fact,  the  stamps  are 
issued  in  a  new  currency,  hence  whilst  in  Uia 
old  the  value  is  eipressed  m  uion«,  the  new 
has  it  in  fen  or  zeni." 

Now,  such  being  tbe  case,  it  seems  to  lis 
that  the  character  on  the  new  stamps,  sig- 
nifying ten  or  zeni,  can  hardly  be  the  repru- 
daction  of  the  character  on  the  old  Btamps, 
signifying  mons ;  and  if,  in  T&i-.t,  the  old 
stamps  bear  the  character  which  represents 
sen,  or  xeai-,  then  their  value  cannot  htre 
been  expressed  in  moae,  unless,  indeed,  both 
denominatioDB  are  quoted  on  the  stamps. 

Dr.  Alagnns  gives  as  reasons  for  the  im- 
possibility of  deciphering  the  character  liy 
means  of  Mr..  Earce's  list,  that,  as  regards  tbe 
brown  and  greyish  green,  the  figure  repre- 
senting 4  '^  ^°^  found  therein  ;  and  as  for  the 
two  higher  values,  the  difficulty  in  recognis- 
ing them  results  from  tbe  fact,  that  the  aipn 
on  the  first  stamps,  and  those  given  by  the 
journals,  are  the  common  Japanese  figares, 
whilst  the  signs  on  tbe  new  bine  and  red 
stamps  are  "monumental"  figures— re.,  as 
we  understand  it,  antique  numerals, 

Spain. — Through  the  kindness  of  an  es- 
teemed correspondent,  we  are  enabled  to 
announce  that  the  new  emission  for  this 
country  will  come  into  use  on  this  1st  of 
October,  and  will  consist  of  the  following 
values: — 

With  figure  of  value : 

It  do  peseta      pale  blue  (unperf) 


2 

mauve,  red- violet. 

5 

deep  green. 

Wih  head  of  king: 

6  cent  de  peseta 

bright  blue. 

10 

dull  like. 

12 

"               " 

lilac 

2& 

light  brown 

40 

„               „ 

pale  brown. 

50 

„ 

pale  green. 

With  profile  of  king 

1  peseta 

■  dull  lilac. 

4 

pale  brown. 

10 

„ 

pale  green. 

We 

hope  soon  to  1 

ave  a  siirht 

of  these 

ong-o 

ijiccted  Dorelties,  and  so"  be 

able,  in 
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the  next  namber,  to  furoisli  nnr  readers  with 
a  more  minate  description  of  tLem.  Uean- 
whilo,  we  trust  tbey  may  be  worthy  of  our 
moet  aangniue  antioipationR. 

RcasiiN  liOCAi.B.—Fal'jh  (Konrsk).     The 

faandstainped  envelopes  of  this  district  hove 

but  just  made  tbeir   appesniDce,   fourteen 

months    after    tlieir 

discovery.     The    de- 

)aign  ia  no  odd  one, 
and  may  give  rise  to 
much  conjeclnre  as 
to  the  staple  produc- 
tions of  Fatejh.  If 
the  gun  be  a  fowling- 
piece,  and  the  birds  partridges,  then  the 
intimation  which  those  signs  may  bo  taken 
to  convey,  that  there  are  some  good  covers 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fntejh,  may 
prove  nsefal  to  sporting  philatelists  in 
search  of  "fresh  fields  and  pastures  new," 
and  the  illnstration  appesrs  with  season- 
able appropriateness.  However,  leaving 
the  task  of  deciphering  tbo  design  to  more 
competent  hands,  we  have  to  notice  that 
there  are  two  values  of  this  detiign,  viz., 
4  kop.,  "  for  letters  going  to  post-towns  " — 
80  says  onr  correspondent — and  6  kop.,  "  for 
letters  delivered  in  the  district."  Hence  it 
will  be  seen,  that  the  charge  for  delivery  in 
the  neighbourhood  is  higher  than  that  for 
conveyance  to  a  post  town.  The  colours  ai-e 
4  kop. dark  blae,and  6  kop.  vermilion,  and  the 
impreHsion  is  on  the  flap  of  the  envelope. 

Belozenk. — The  stamp  for  this  district  is 
stated  by  the  Belgian  jonmal  to  be  now 
printed  on  cartridge-paper,  and  the  impres- 
sion is  said  to  be  better  than  it  nscd  to  be. 

Soummy. — The  same  authority  notices  a 
Soammy  5  kop.  red,  changed  in  value  to  6 
kop.  by  the  simple  expedient  of  a  pen-and-ink 
alteration  of  the  figure.  Wo  should  hardly 
care  to  insert  a  specimen  of  such  a  "  pro- 
visional" stamp  unless  we  received  it  direct 
from  the  post-olEce,  and  hardly  then ;  fur  the 
facilities  for  mannfacturing  a  supply  would 
form  an  overpowering  temptation  to  dealers 
of  a  certain  class.  The  information  quoted 
by  M.  UocDS,  that  1  kop.  green,  2  kop.  bine, 
and  5  kop.  red  stamps  "  have  existed,"  is 
raiber  too  vague  to  be  of  any  great  value. 
Itiatin. — The  3  kop.  black,  most  probably 


superseded  by  a  5  kop.,  is  now  printed  in 
gold,  copies  of  which  have  been  received  by 
M.  Moens,  who  also  notices  that  the  2  kop. 
bine  has  changed  from  pale  to  Prussian  blue, 
in  coniieqnence  of  a  new  supply  having  been 
printed  fflff. 

Livonia. — Annexed  is  the  engraving  which 
arrived  too  late  for  insertion  in  our  last.  In 
reference  to  our  inability  to 
comprehend  the  change  in  ] 
the  design,  an  esteemed 
correspondent  writes  us  that 
the  arm  grasping  a  sword  '• 
is  no  other  than  the  coat  of  ' 
arms  of  Wenden  ;  whereas 
the  winged  griffin,  which 
appeared  on  an  earlier  issue 
of  the  Wenden  stamps,  is  the  heraldic  device 
of  the  connty  of  Livonia. 

PoRTuODBSE  Indies. — The  stamps  of  the 
Portnguese  settlements,  or  Oon  stamps,  as 
we  may  for  shortness  term  them,  are  now 
generally  admitted  to  be  genuine,  and  we 
willingly  withdraw  the  protest  which  wo 
felt  called  upon  to  lodge  against  them  on 
their  first  appearance.  Their  original  de- 
scriber,  M.  Uoens,  has  given  a  catalt^ue  of 
the  various  types,  which  we  cannot  do  better 
than  reprodnoe,  acknowledging  that  wo 
avail  ourselves  of  the  translation  of  the  same 
already  published  by  onr  Birmingham  con- 
temporary. Two  types  have  been  discovered 
and  may  briefly  be  identified  by  the  following 
distinctions : — 

FiBST  Series. 
Firet  Tijpe. — Wove  paper,  thin,  perch  en 
points  (16)  aur  hgne  droit. 


10  1 
20 


blai 


nilio 


bright  violet, 

Si-ond  Tijpe. — Same  paper  and  perforation 
as  above. 

40  reia  dull  blue. 

100    „  green. 

200    „  olive-yellow. 

Second  Series. 
Tirtt  Type, — Wove  paper,  much  thicker, 
perf.  I3|,  squ.ire  pnnctures. 
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10  re!s 

black. 

20    „ 

vermilion. 

40    „ 

ultramarine. 

100    „ 

grass-green. 

200    „ 

canary. 

300    „ 

dark  violet-brown. 

(iOO    „ 

>»             »? 

000    „ 

>^                 >» 

Third  Sisries. 

First  Type, — Laid  paper,  perf.  13 1,  square 
punctares. 

10  reis  black. 

20    „  vermilion. 

•40    ,»  ultramarine. 


Oar  Belgian  confrere  having  been  able  to 
complete  his  list,  afler  the  examination  of  a 
sapply  of  all  the  valaes  which  has  reached 
him  from  the  colony,  is  able  to  certify  that 
the  second  type  is  no  longer  employed  for 
any  of  the  valaes.  He  also  states  that  a  new 
series  is  about  to  be  issued,  the  existing  de- 
sign not  giving  entire  satisfaction.  Nothing 
indeed  could  well  be  poorer.  One  frame 
serves  for  all  the  values,  the  indicating  nu- 
merals of  which  are  afterwards  hand-struck 
in  the  centre  of  the  circle. 

Moldavia. — The  mystery  which  enveloped 
the  stamps  of  the  first  issue  of  Moldavia,  has 
been  in  a  great  measure  cleared  away  by  the 
investigations  of  collectors,  consequent  on 
the  publication  of  the  official  documents 
relative  to  this  issue,  which  appeared  first  in 
Le  Timbre'Postey  and  which  were  laid  before 
our  readers  in  the  XVIIth  and  XVIIIth 
numbers  of  the  "  Papers  for  Beginners." 

In  No.  XIX.,  Mr.  0  very  Taylor,  in  reference 
to  the  five  types  described  by  Dr.  Magnus, 
stated  that  the  weight  of  opinion  was  in 
favour  of  the  genuineness  of  the  stamps  of 
the  first  types  on  laid  paper ;  that  of  this  type 
and  paper  three  values  were  known,  viz.,  the 
27,  «54,  and  108  paras,  and  that  the  81  paras 
was  still  to  be  discovered.  He  further  stated 
that  this  was  the  verdict  of  Mr.  Philbrick, 
"  A  Parisian  Collector,"  and  other  authorities, 
in  which  he  begged  leave  to  concur.  This 
opinion  was  forth ur  confirmed  in  an  article 
by  "  A  Parisian  Collector,"  which  appeared 
in  the  February  number  of  Tfw  PhUatelical 
Journal,  in  which  the  author  says,  "  Up  to 


the  present  time,  no  specimen  of  the  81  paras 
has  been  found  on  laid  paper,  but  we  would 
venture  to  predict  that  it  exists;  and  our 
own  belief  is,  that  the  only  stamps  which 
formed  a  portion  of  this  issue,  are  the  27 
paras,  the  first  type  of  the  54,  the  first  type 
of  the  108,  and  the  unknown  type  of  the  81." 
The  untiring  energy  of  the  editor  of  Le 
Tlmbre-Poste  has  been  at  length  crowned 
with  success.  A  specimen  of  the  81  paras 
has  been  disinterred  by  him,  answering  all  the 
requirements  to  its  thorongh  genuineness. 
It  is  on  laid  paper,  and  obliterated  with  the 
circular  handstamp  mentioned,  stijp.page  70  ;• 
the  name  of  the  town  in  the  upper  half  being 
OALATZ,  and  the  date  26-9.  The  obliterating 
ink  is  of  the  same  colour  and  nature  as  that 
found  on  all  the  other  known  authentic 
specimens  of  the  27,  54,  and  108  paras  on 
laid  paper.  The  type  belongs  to  that  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Magnus  as  type  III.  We  are 
informed  that  copies  of  this  type  exist  in  the 
collections  of  Dr.  Magnus  and  Mr.  PhilLrick, 
on  ordinary  plain  wove  paper;  but  they  are 
unobliterated,  and  therefore,  if  from  the  same 
die,  of  which  we  cannot  speak  from  personal 
examination,  they  are  probably  reprints. 

New  Soum  Wales. — The  outline  of  a 
Kangaroo,  surmounted  by  the  letters  A.  P., 

forms  the  watermark  of  cer- 
tain penny  newspaper  bands, 
the  stamps  on  which  are  sur- 
charged "  specimen,"  and  no 
one  knows  whether  this  water- 
mark is  in  use,  or  is  merely 
an  essay.  The  Pfulatdical 
Jotinial  believes  it  is  at  pre- 
sent in  use;  but  it  rather 
oracularly  adds,  "From  a 
circumstance  which  has  come 
to  our  knowledge,  we  think  we  may  safely 
assert  that,  if  not  current  iwWj  it  will  not  be 
used  at  all."  Our  engraving  is  less  than 
half  the  size  of  the  watermark  it  represents. 
What  can  be  the  meaning  of  the  letters  A.  P.  ? 
Do  they  stand  for  Austmlian  postage  ? 

Ecuador. — We  find  in  the  current  nnmber 
of  the  Gazette  des  Timbres,  an  engraving  of  a 
new  type  for  these  stamps,  of  which  a  1  real 


*  The  word  in  the  lower  half  is  not  Moldavia,  bet 

MOLXX)VA. 
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orange-yellow  bas  already  appeared.  Tbe 
engraving  is  exceedingly  rough,  bat  wbotber 
intentionally,  or  not,  we  cannot  say ;  if,  bow- 
ever,  tbe  blarred  illustration  is  a  studiously 
exact  copy  of  tbe  original,  then  certainly  tbe 
£coador  authorities  have  not  gained  much 
by  the  change  of  type.  Tbe  design  is  an 
evident  copy  of  that  of  the  Costa  Kica 
stamps.  The  arms  are  in  tbe  centre,  with 
the  lictorial  fasces  beneath,  in  a  foliate  frame, 
above  which  is  a  scroll,  inscribed  in  small 
letters,  correos  dr  Ecuador,  and  above  that 
again  is  an  arcbed  label,  inscribed  porto-heal, 
broken  by  the  figure  1,  on  a  circular  disk. 
The  value  is  repeated  in  letters  on  an  bori- 
Eontal  label  in  tbe  lower  margin.  The  stamp 
is  lithographed  on  white  paper,  and  is  pique 

JLUa. 

United  States. — It  has  been  decided  to 
issue  post  cards,  which  are  to  make  their  ap- 
pearance on  this  1st  of  October.  They  are 
to  boar  an  impressed  one  cent  stamp,  and 
also  a  bead  of  tbe  goddess  of  Liberty,  with 
the  legend  uxited  states  postal  card,  and  tbe 
instructions :  "  Write  the  superscription  on 
this  side,  and  the  communication  on  the 
other."  There  is  something  rather  pedantic 
in  the  case  of  the  word  '*  superscription  "  in 
this  sentence,  but  then  it  would  not  have 
done  to  bave  textually  copied  tbe  English 
form.  The  Americans  are  no  doubt  right  in 
terming  the.  card  a  "  postal  *'  card ;  tbe  term 
"  post  card  "  seems  to  us  objectionable,  and 
to  be,  in  fact,  a  verbatim  rendering  of  the  in- 
scription on  tbe  foreign  cards. 

Mexico. — A  six  cent  olive-green  of  tbe 
new  type,  on  ordinary  white  paper,  without 
any  blue  lines  on  the  back,  has  just  been 
received  at  Brussels ;  it  is  probably  not  too 
much  to  anticipate  that  tbe  other  values  will 
put  in  their  appearance  on  paper  without  the 
moire  back.  Possibly  the  accession  of  a  new 
president  may  give  rise  to  tbe  emission  of  a 
new  series ;  certes,  the  present  one,  if  with- 
drawn, will  not  be  regretted,  except  by 
collectors  who  bave  failed  to  obtain  specimens. 

Philippines. — Tbe  only  true  and  correct 
list  of  tbe  values  of  the  new  series  is  the 
following : — 

0  cents  do  peseta 

16       „  „  ultramarine. 

62      „  ,,  lilac. 


1  peseta  25  cents  bine  on  flesb. 

2  „      60    „  rose  (?) 
_    5       „  grey(?) 

We  should  like  to  know  what  is  the  value 
of  tbe  peseta  hero  referred  to. 

Mauritius. — The  Belgian  magazine  states 
that  it  has  received  intelligence  of  tbe 
preparation  of  two  new  envelopes,  value,  lOd. 
rose,  1/8  blue.  There  will  also  be  a  tenponce 
adhesive,  "  morocco  colour  and  gold.'*  The 
PhUatdical  Jounial  throws  doubt  on  this 
announcement,  arguing*,  with  some  reason, 
that  news  ot  the  intention  to  issue  these  new 
stamps  would  more  probably  come  from 
Europe  than  from  the  island. 

Prince  Edwaed  Island. — The  10  cents 
rose-lilac,  introduced  by  M.  Moens,  but  un- 
known to  tbe  postal  authorities  of  the  island, 
he  now  states  was  received  by  him  indirectly 
from  Mons.  Maury,  who  has  not  yet  come 
forward  with  any  explanation  as  to  how, 
whan,  and  where  he  obtained  it.  Have  the 
forgers  of  the  4  cents  had  the  audacity  to 
invent  a  value,  and  palm  it  off  on  the  well- 
known  Parisian  dealer  as  a  veritable  issue  ? 

RouMANiA. — The  Roumanian  government, 
tired  of  the  lithographic  productions  of  na- 
tive artists,  has  ordered  a  set  of  engraved 
stamps  at  Paris,  and  they  are  on  tbe  eve  of 
making  tbeir  appearance  ;  so  saitb  that  ofl* 
quoted  authority,  Le  Timbre-Poste,  Mean- 
while, the  printing  off  of  the  existing  type 
has  been  arrested,  and  some  post-offices 
which  have  run  out  of  ten  bani  stamps  are 
selling  pairs  of  five  bani  in  tbeir  stead. 

Alaska.  (Behring*s  Straits). — t)r.  Magnus 
closes  bis  chronicle  of  new  issues  in  the 
current  number  of  his  journal,  with  tbe 
following  postscript.  *'  At  the  moment  of 
going  to  press,  a  trustworthy  person  informs 
us  that  be  has  learnt  from  a  traveller,  that 
a  private  post-office,  using  its  own  postage 
stamps,  exists  at  the  Russian  establishment 
of  Alaska,  to  tbe  south  of  Bebring*s  Straits. 
We  give  the  statement  under  reserve.'^ 

Sweden. — It  is  stated  that  a  new  envelope 
and  a  new  post  card,  each  of  the  value  of 
10  ore,  will  make  their  appearance  on  tb^ 
Ist  of  January;  if  so,  then  a  new  10  ore 
adhesive  will  also  be  required.  No  sensible 
explanation  is  yet  offered  of  the  issue  of  a  post 
card  at  the  same  price  as  tbe  envelope. 
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Finland. — We  have  received  informatioii 
from  a  semi-ofiBeial  source,  that  new  8  peuni 
post  cards  have  been  issued  with  the  inscrip- 
tions in  three  languages  (qy-^  Finnish,  Swed- 
ish, and  Russ).  These  may  fairly  be  termed 
the  polyglot  cards. 

Servia. — The  one  para  stamp  of  this 
country,  now  printed  on  thick  white  paper, 
is  no  longer  perforated.  A  fresh  emission, 
signalising  the  majority  of  the  young  prince, 
may  surely  be  anticipated. 

Orange  Free  State. — The  shilling  stamp, 
says  The  Philatelical  Journal,  novf  comes  over 
in  a  brown-orange  shade. 

Trinidad. — We  also  l^arn  that  the  latest 
arrivals  of  the  shilling  stamp  for  this  colony 
are  printed  orange. 


THE   POISONED   POSTAGE    STAMPS. 


AN  AMERICAN  STORY. 


[The  following  curious  narrative  caught  our 
eye  in  a  French  paper  of  recent  date,  and 
was  doubtless  originally  translated  from 
some  American  journal.  We  translate  it 
back  into  English,  and  give  it  for  what  it 
may  be  worth]. 

Doctor  Chesley,  of  Nottingham,  New 
Hampshire,  received,  a  few  days  since,  a 
letter,  bearing  a  signature  with  which  he 
was  unacquainted,  and  enclosing  two  postage 
stamps,  accompanied  with  a  request  for  a 
prompt  reply  to  an  address  in  New  York. 
The  doctor,  thinking  he  had  unearthed  a 
client,  wrote  off  instanter  the  required  reply, 
and  stuck  on  the  envelope  one  of  the  stamps 
he  had  received.  But  no  sooner  had  he 
passed  his  tongue  across  the  gummed  back 
of  the  stamp  than  he  felt  a  sudden  qualm. 
He  immediately  tried  his  pulse,  looked  at 
his  tongue  in  the  glass,  listened  to  his  own 
breathing,  and  set  down  in  writing  the  fol- 
lowing diagnostic : — "  Mysterious  sensation 
of  lassitude  ;  convulsive  beating  of  the  heart ; 
difficulty  in  breathing ;  general  disturbance 
of  the  system."  Having  thus  "diagnosti- 
cated," the  doctor  called  his  wife,  and  said 
to  her, — "  My  dear  I  have  poisoned  myself 
with  this  postage  stamp.** 

"  Intentionally  ?  *'  she  asked. 

"  No,**  he  replied.  "  Involuntarily.  It 
was  sent  to  me  through  the  post,  and  I  did 
not  know  it  was  poisoned.'* 


**  My  dear,  it's  not  possible,"  returned  the 
wife. 

"  Not  possible,"  he  cried.  "  That's  jnst 
like  the  women, — well  then,  madame,  do  me 
the  favour  to  lick  the  other  postage  stamp.** 
And  he  handed  her  the  second  stamp  sent 
She  wetted  it  with  her  tongue,  and  was 
immediately  seized  with  the  same  symptoms 
as  those  of  her  husband,  but  of  a  much  more 
violent  character. 

"  There,  I  told  you  so,"  cried  the  doctor, 
triumphantly.  Then  he  felt  his  wife's  pulse, 
made  her  show  her  tongue,  applied  his  ear 
to  her  chest,  and  said,  rubbing  his  bands, 
"You  are  much  more  severely  bitten  than 
I.  Would  you  like  to  know  how  that  hap- 
pens ?  *' 

**  I  would  much  rather  that  you  saved  me," 
murmured  the  wife. 

"  Let  us  go  in  an  orderly  way  to  work," 
replied  the  doctor.  "You  must  first  learn 
why  the  symptoms  are  more  accentuated 
with  you  than  with  me;  secondly,  I  shall 
save  myself,  for,  having  absorbed  the  poison 
first,  it  is  but  logical  that  I  should  get  rid  of 
it  the  first.  After  that  I  will  take  you  in 
hand." 

Here  the  doctor  made  a  pause,  introduced 
his  finger  and  thumb  into  a  tobacco  pouch, 
thence  withdrew  a  pinch  of  tobacco,  and 
holding  it  under  his  wife's  nose, — "You 
have  otiben  reproached  me,  madame,"  said  be, 
"  with  smoking  tobacco,  but  it  is  this  vulgar 
habit  which  yon  may  thank  for  not  being 
a  widow  now,  for  the  tobacco  has  acted 
as  an  antidote — vulgarly  called  a  counter- 
poison — and  that  is  why  you  are  worse  than 
I  am.*' 

If  the  doctor  had  continued  a  few  minutes 
longer,  his  wife  would  have  been  lost ;  but 
he  stopped  in  time,  took  an  emetic  himself, 
and  administered  to  her  another  emetic,  and 
both  husband  and  wife  are  quite  well  to-day. 
The  suspected  stamps  have  been  sent  to 
Boston  to  be  analysed. 


A  Mechanical  Stamp  Album. — An  ingenious  Phila- 
delphia philatelist  is  about  to  apply  for  a  patent  for  a 
mechanical  postage-stamp  album  on  the  revolving  plan, 
which  has  two  advantages  over  the  ordinary  album.— 
self-securing,  or  a  new  method  of  holding  the  «tainp» 
without  gumming;  and  a  new  plan  of  exhibiting  the 
stamps. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

A  LIGHT  BED  penny  Nova  Scotia  is  certainly 
a  great  rarity,  for  Mr.  S.  Allan  Taylor  says 
80,  and  who  could  doubt  his  word  ?  He 
informs  onr  publishers  that  no  one  ever 
seems  to  have  seen  it  before ;  and  then  with 
a  touch  of  sarcasm,  which  is  not  without  its 
substratum  of  truth,  he  adds,  "It  would 
doubtless  be  worth  many  pounds,  if  some 
aspiring  philatelist  would  put  it  up  at 
auction."  We  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Taylor 
— philatelic  Bamum  as  he  is — expected  to 
be  able  to  palm  off  this  scarce  rarity  on  our 
publishers,  though,  perhaps,  had  he  succeeded 
with  the  trial  specimen,  more  might  have 
been  forthcoming;  but  whilst  giving  even 
Mr.  Taylor  his  duo,  we  think  it  as  well  to 
hint  to  him  that  chloride  of  sodium  (common 
salt),  or  of  lime,  had  a  great  deal  more  to  do 
with  the  production  of  his  light  red  Nova 
Scotia,  than  had  the  printer  ;  in  fact, 
the  presence  of  the  chemical  can  be  de- 
tected almost  immediately  on  applying  the 
moistened  tip  of  the  tongue  to  the  stamp. 
Our  readers  also  may  take  the  hint,  and  fight 
shy  of  similar  transformations. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Cafalogue  pnx'courant  de  Tlmhres-poste,  essais 
divert,  timbres-telSgraphe,  tithhresjiscaux,  8fc, 
Fourth  edition.  1st  part.  1872.  Brussels: 
J.  B.  Moens. 

This  publication,  when  it  arrived  at  a  third 
edition,  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  was 
HO  enlarged  as  to  embrace  essays,  telegraph, 
and  fiscal  stamps.  The  fourth  edition  now 
appears,  with  these  various  stamps  arranged 
under  the  head  of  each  country,  so  that  at 
a  glance  may  be  seen  what  each  country  has 
done,  not  only  in  postage,  but  in  other 
stamps;  and  though  still  called^a 2?r/a?-coMran<, 
it  is  in  reality  one  of  the  most  complete 
catalogues  of  postage,  telegraph,  and  fiscal 
stamps  that  has  yet  appeared.  In  former 
editions  of  this  work,  M.  Moens  had  adopted 
an  alphabetical  order  of  countries  in  each 
quarter  of  the  globe  ;  he  has  now  abandoned 
this  plan,  and  the  whole  is  arranged  alpha- 
betically, without  reference  to  the  quarter  of 
the  world  in  which  the  various  countries  are 


to  be  found.  For  our  own  part,  we  prefer 
this  mode  to  the  geographical  arrangement 
of  the  countries  adopted  by  M.  Berger- 
Levrault.  What  is  required  in  a  catalogue  is 
easy  reference ;  and  now  that  the  number  of 
stamps  and  stamp-producing  countries  has 
so  much  increased,  simplicity  has  become 
more  than  ever  a  desideratum  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  a  catalogue. 

The  first  number,  which  embraces  A,  B,  C, 
and  a  portion  of  D,  has  come  to  hand  so  late, 
that  we  are  unable  to  give  more  than  this 
cursory  notice  of  the  work,  reserving  a 
fuller  review  of  it  until  further  advance  is 
made  towards  its  completion.  We  notice 
with  satisfaction,  that  the  perforations  are 
given  in  the  present  edition;  and  that  the 
dates  of  issue,  as  also  the  colours,  have  been 
carefully  revised.  When  complete,  we  may 
venture  to  predict  that  it  will  be  a  great 
boon  to  philatelists  of  all  classes. 


Kpanhla  (segunda  ediclon  de)  y  Klentnon 
(primera  ediclon  de).  Cartas  Phila-' 
iSlecas  del  Dr.  Thebussem  y  de  Don 
Eduardo  de  Maridte^ui.  Madrid: 
Rivadeneyra,  1871. 

The  second  edition  of  the  quaint  and  well- 
known  Kpankla  presents  a  considerable 
increase  in  size  on  the  first.  It  has  takei^ 
unto  itself  a  supplement,  entitled  ^^  Klentrron,** 
and  consisting  of  a  letter  from  Don  E.  de 
Maridtegui  to  Dr.  Thebussem.  The  sup- 
plement, we  must  avow,  is  not  of  great 
interest,  but  the  body  of  the  work  is  replete 
with  pleasant  reading.  In  fact,  it  is  just 
the  kind  of  publication  required  to  popularise 
collecting  in  the  country  in  whose  language 
it  is  written.  If  we  may  venture  to  give  a 
hint  to  its  learned  author,  it  would  be  to 
the  effect  that,  with  a  little  further  enlarge- 
ment, room  might  be  found  for  the  insertion 
of  a  chapter  which  should  recapitulate  in 
general  terms,  the  introduction  and  spread 
of  the  postal  system  and  its  concomitant 
stamps,  with  a  passing  reference  to  those 
emissions  which  illustrate,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  the  value  of  stamps  as  artistic 
products  and  historical  evidences.  It  will 
then  answer  still  more  conclusively  than  at 
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present,  the  trite  qneiy — What  is  the  use  of 
them  ?  and  tend  still  farther  to  spread  the 
knowledge  of  philately  in  the  conntry  of  the 
Hidalgos. 

Of  the  new  matter  introduced  into  the 
second  edition  of  Kpankla,  the  most  notice- 
able is  the  reference  to  the  obliteration  of 
the  sarplns  stock  of  Spanish  stamps  with  a 
cross.  Dr.  Thebnssera,  who  is  no  other  than 
our  old  friend  Senor  M.  de  Figueroa,  begins 
by  quoting  an  old  ordinance  of  Philip  II., 
enjoining  on  his  officials  never  to  begin  any 
letter  or  other  document  otherwise  than 
with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  nor  finish  without 
some  such  phrase  as  "  God  guard  you."  He 
then,  passing  from  the  sixteenth  to  the 
nineteenth  century,  gives  the  text  of  the  post- 
office  regulation,  dated  14th  September,  1857, 
which  requires  that  all  useless  stamps  shall 
be  marked  with  a  cross  in  black  ink.  It  is 
an  odd  rule  when  one  comes  to  think  of  it, 
and  it  would  seem  to  have  had  something  to 
do  with  the  accumulation  of  a  large  stock  of 
obsolete  issues.  Dr.  Thebussem  does  not 
quote  the  order  for  cancelb'ng  surplus  stamps 
with  broad  printed  bars.  There  is  an 
immense  number  of  these  impressions  in  the 
market,  and  they  have  become  of  no  more 
value  than  an  ordinary  used  German  stamp. 
The  Spanish  law  against  dealing  in  postage 
stamps  does  not  operate  in  the  case  of  these 
unsightly  specimens. 

In  conclusion,  we  need  scarcely  say  that 
we  trust  this  publication  will  have  the  wide 
circulation  it  undoubtedly  merits,  for  it  is  a 
striking  evidence  in  itself  of  the  thought- 
developing  power  of  the  study  of  stamps, 
and  philatelists  may  well  be  proud  to  reckon 
the  distinguished  Spanish  savant  among 
their  ranks. 


Thb  master  of  one  of  the  district  post-offices  at  Rvde 
announces,  by  the  following  notice  posted  upon  his 
shutters,  his  resignation  of  the  duties  of  postmaster. 
♦*  Notice.— E8i)lanade  Post-office.— This  office  is  closed, 
the  renumeration  of  eightpence  per  day  not  paying  work- 
ing expenses— namely,  receiving  and  despatching  letters 
and  newspapers,  issuing  post-office  orders,  transacting 
savingS'bttnlc  business,  and  issuing  dog  and  gun  licenses ; 
for  which  sum  we  had  to  find  string,  blotting-paper,  pens, 
red  and  blue  ink,  gas,  and  14  hours  a  day  constant 
attendance,  from  seven  a.m.  till  nine  p.m.,  find  office 
room,  and  fit  up  the  office  at  our  own  expense.  I1ie 
brass  plates  for  newspapers  to  be  sold  cheap.  Inquire 
within.- Joel  Uearder." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  SURCHARGING  ON  THE  MEXICAN  STAMPS. 

Tb  the  Editor  of  "  The  Stamp-Collector's  Maoaxikb." 

SiK,— I  have  a  specimen  of  the  8  reales  yiolet,  or  hlae, 
first  issue  Mexican,  surcharged  ori?aba.  It  also  has  an 
oblong  mark  impressed  in  black— de  oohrbos  tav;  Uw 
remainder  is  not  ou  the  stamp.  I  have  not  noticed  this 
in  any  of  the  lists. 

Yours  fiuthfully, 

W.  M.  COLLK. 


WHAT  IS  A  POSTAGE  STAMP? 
To  th$  Editor  of  "The  SrAMP-CoLLBcrroa's  Maoaicje." 

Dear  Sir, — How  would  some  such  definition  « the 
following  meet  the  query  heading  Mr.  Taylor's  article  in 
your  last  number  .^  ^  , 

Postage  stamps  are  marks  attached,  in  various  wars  (by 
means  of  adhesive  labels,  envelopes,  wrappers,  hand- 
stamping,  and  so  on),  to  lettera,  cards,  circulars,  ne«v 
papers,  packets,  &c.,  and  signifying— iriYA  regpect  h  the 
cost  of  transit  of$ueh  through  th$po»t  o^— one  of  three 
things:—  . 

a.— That  a  certain  payment  (including  regiatraUon  Md 
too-late  fees)  has  been  made  beforehand  towards  defraying 
said  cost. 

*.— That  a  certain  payment  is  expected  to  be  made  on 

deliverv. 

c— f  hat  the  letter,  -packet,  &c.,  is,  for  some  reaam  « 
other,  carried  free  of  charge. 

I  confess  that  to  me  anything  included  in  theaboTe 
seems    worthy    of   being    called    a    "iKJstage   sUinj.* 
Whether  all  such  should  be  collected  is  quite  another 
matter.    Let  each  one  choose  his  own  staadardi  and  then 
be  consistent. 

Can  you  (or  any  of  your  correspondents)  give  me  sny 
information  about  the  Italian  magazines  alluded  to  in 
The  Stamp- Collector's  Magazine,  vol,  ii ,  p.  141,  vol.  it., 
p.  128?  The  progress  of  philatelic  literature  in  luly 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  by  writers  on  the  subject. 
I  have  noticed  one  reference  to  "it  elsewhere,  but  cannot 
lay  my  hands  on  the  passage.  The  Timdropkiti^t.  too, 
advertised  by  Van  Kinsum,  in  1869.  as  "published 
monthly  in  the  Dutch  language,"  I  have  never  seen  men- 
tioned in  any  English  magazine. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ittvemest.  P*  !•  ^ 


To  t/te  Iditor  o/**The  Stamp-Collector's  MAOA^ntE." 

Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading,  Mr.  Overv 
Taylor  draws  attention  to  those  various  auxiliaries  o. 
postage  stamps  proper,  that,  either  by  intent  or  ace- 
dent,  have  come  to  be  accepted  by  almost  every  posted 
stamp  collector.  As  Mr.  Taylor  invites  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  his  readers  to  this  subject,  I  feel  sure  he  will  n»t 
object  to  my  criticism  of  his  statements,  particuUriy  ««  w 
many  points  Mr.  Taylor's  views  and  my  own  are  identicsl. 

Mr.  Taylor  divides  his  remarks  under  the  following 
heads:— (1)  official;  (2)  unpaid  letter ;  (3)  returned  let- 
ter; (4)  registration  and  too-late;  (6)  newspaper  itn- 
pressed  stamps.  Each  of  these  subjects  I  will  discusi  in 
their  due  oraer. 

Ofpical  Stamps. — ^My  opinion  conecming  thwe 
impressions  is  given  at  p.  177  of  your  last  volume.  Mj 
list,  then  commenced,  t^'as  written  purely  upon  a  pointy 
consistency ;  for  I  said  then,  as  I  repeat  now,  that  if  we  take 
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the  adhesiTes  we  must,  to  be  reasonable,  also  take  the 
impressed.  ^Ir.  Taylor  advises  the  rejection  of  official 
stamps  altogether,  and  to  a  certain  extent  I  feel  bound  to 
agree  with  him.  Collectors  never  will  discard  the  Danish 
and  Spanish  officials,  or  the  Indian  **  service ; "  but  let 
them  follow  ilr.  Taylor's  advice  to^keep  them  **  quite 
apart  from  postage  stamps  proper." 

Unpaid-Letter  Stamps. — Mr,  Taylor's  argument  in 
favour  of  keeping  these  labels  is  logical,  and  one  that  cer- 
tainly had  not  occurred  to  me.  Here  again,  however,  the 
old  difficulty  of  adhesive  versus  handstampod  comes  to  the 
fore.  Granted  '*that  although  you  cannot  bujf  an  unpaid 
letter  stamp  you  have  to  pay  for  it ; "  if  for  that  reason 
you  accept  these  labels,  how  about  those  handstruck  im- 
pressions that  you  also  had  to  pay  for  ?  If  Great  Britain 
uses  a  laige  impressed  figure,  or  a  more  pen-mark  to 
show  what  is  to  be  paid  by  the  receiver,  and  France  uses 
a  lab«l  for  the  same  purpose,  must  the  mere  accident  (as 
it  were)  of  the  latter  country  using  an  adhesive  stamp 
prevent  us  from  placing  in  our  albums  the  device  adopted 
oy  Great  Britain  ?  It  might  be  argued,  that  if  we  confine 
ourselves  solely  to  adhesive  unpaid-Tetter  labels,  then  must 
we,  to  be  consistent,  reject  a// postage  stamps  that  are  not 
adh^ve.  Such  an  idea,  however,  can  never  have  any 
existence,  except  in  theory. 

B£TuaNEi>-LEiTKa  Stamps. — These  are  upon  an 
equality  with  the  official  stamps,  and  if  we  accept  one 
class  we  must  accept  the  other ;  or,  if  we  reject  one  we  must 
reject  the  other.  I  consider  them  quite  out  of  place  in  a 
postage-stamp  album,  and  if  taken,  they  should  ^with  the 
officials)  occupy  a  b6ok  to  themselves.  The  only  adhe- 
sive* are  the  many  varieties  of  Bavarian,  and  the  one 
for  Wurtemburg.  Many  of  the  former  are  very  common- 
place, and  nearly  all  one  sees  of  the  latter  are  forged. 

Kboistratiox  and  Too-iatb  Stamps.— These  have 
been  adopted  by  the  following  countries  * — 


Registration, 


Too-late, 


German  Cjnfederation. 

„       Empire. 
PrusMa. 
New  Granada. 
New  South  Wales. 
Queensland. 
United  States. 
Victoria. 
Victoria., 
Trinidad. 


Of  these,  were  not  those  of  our  colonies  sold  to  the  public, 
and  by  ifum  affixed  to  the  letters  ^  If  so,  their  collect- 
able Value  is  at  once  settled.  That  the  registration 
stamps  of  New  Granada  were  issued  to  the  public  I  am 
almost  certain ;  tlterefore,  the  only  ones  that  are  known 
I  as  used  solely  by  the  authorities,  are  the  Prussian,  Ger- 
man, and  the  lately  emitted  label  of  the  United  States. 
As  to  the  Trinidad  **  too-late,*'  I  will  give  no  opinion ; 
but  aa  all  the  stamps  alluded  to  above  (except  these  and 
that  of  the  United  States)  show  that  a  certain  amount 
has  be«n  paid  by  the  sender,  I  consider  them  collectable. 
Before  I  enter  (ipon  the  subject  of  newspaper  stamps, 
let  mo  give  my  philatelical  creed.  I  believe  in  accepting 
for  a  postage-stamp  collection  all  labels,  envelopes,  or 
eards  issued  to  the  public — no  matter  whether  by  govern- 
ments or  by  private  individuals— for  the  prepayment  of 
eorrespondence.  I  also  accept  all  labels  or  bands  for 
newspapers  or  printed  matter  issued  by  government  post- 
offices,  or  offices  existing  under  authority  of  any  govern- 
ment. By  this  rule  respecting  printed-rcatter  stamps, 
we  can  ignore  a  lot  of  things  that  are  •*  neither  fish  nor 
fowl,  nor  good  red  herring,"  as  the  old  sDving  has  it. 
Among  others,  I  place  upon  the  index  txpurgatorins 


the  numerous  British  locals,  and  the  railway  newspaper 
stamps  of  this  and  other  countries.  In  passing,  1  may 
condemn  the  collecting  of  the  Austrian  newspaper-tax 
labels,  as  they  were  merely  fiscal,  and  neither  prepaid  the 
papers  to  which  they  were  attached,  nor  showed  tnat  the 

fosial  authorities  had  made  any  extra  charge.  The  violet 
'rench  journal  stamps  are  equally  valueless  to  collectors. 

Newhpapbk  Impressed  Stamps.— I  am  not  awaro 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Tuscany,  any  impressed 
newspaper  stamps  but  our  own  were  ever  availaole  for 
postal  purposes.  Although  Mr.  Taylor  is  quite  correct  in 
saying  that  our  impressed  stamps  lost  all  their  franking 
powew  fifteen  days  after  the  date  of  their  emission,  still 
they  did  prepay  newspapers  through  the  post,  and,  there- 
fore, they  became  postage  stamps.  These  impreued 
stamps  are  still  used  by  The  Times  and  Stamford  Mer- 
ewy,  and  they  are  always  obliterated,  like  other  stamps, 
so  how  can  we  refuse  to  take  them  ?  Certainly,  they  are 
not  issued  to  the  public  in  one  sense,  yet  they  are  in 
another.  Anyhow,  they  are  not  used  by  the  post-office, 
and  the  public  pays  for  them  before  they  are  posted,  and 
without  the  mediation  of  the  postal  authorities. 

I  have  strung  a  few  ideas  together,  making  my  remarks 
as  compact  as  possible,  but  the  subject  of  ^^What  is  a 
postage  stamp  }**  is  so  intricate  that  I  fear  I  have 
scarcely  done  justice  to  it  in  a  letter. 

Yours  faithfullv, 

Birmingham,  W.  DUDLEY  ATLEE. 

f  TIm  anmrtJon  of  oar  ntoemed  oonreapondent  Mema  to  oi  too  largn, 
iriien  h«  ttAtM  thai  the  ImprMsad  stamp*  on  »e«rsp»p  m  did  vritpmy  tbem 
through  the  poat,  and  therefbrf)  becAuie  postaga  stHinpa.  Tb«  atanipa 
iinpr«a*ed  at  preatnt  on  newspaper*  are  lor  the  pnrpioae  of  posta|;e ; 
but  prevlousljr  to  the  abolition  of  the  duties  on  newspapers,  every  news- 
paper was  eompclled  to  bear  an  excise  btamp.  The  sheet  thwa  stamped 
enbired  Immunitv  from  postage  dnrinfr  a  eerialn  period  from  the  date  of 
publieatlon.  not  from  the  fket  of  lu  being  atampeil,  bat  from  the  fad  of 
Its  being  a  newspaper.— Eo  j 


THE  PETERSBURG   STAMP:    FURTHER   REPLY 

OF  MR.   COSTER. 

TothcEiitorof  "The  Stamp-Collector's  JIaoaiinb." 

Drvh  Sik, — I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  trespass  further 
on  your  space  concerning  a  subject  on  which  I  know 
Mr.'Pemberton*s  opinion  to  be  at  variance  with  that  of  tho 
great  majority  of  stamp  collectors.  However,  Mr.  Pember- 
ton's  reply  (  The  Hiila/elieal  Journal,  p.  133)  to  my  letters 
in  your  July  and  August  numbers  is  not  of  a  kind  that  I  can 
let  pass  unnoticed,  seeing  that  he  endeavours  to  support 
the  erroneous  arguments  that  he  has  already  advanced, 
not  by  bringing  up  anv  kind  of  evidence  in  rebuttal  of 
such  facts  as  I  have  already  referred  to,  but  rather  by 
selecting  parts  of  sentences  from  ray  letters,  whose  true 
meaning  is  lost  from  their  being  unaccompanied  bv  tho 
context ;  and  even  these  selections  he  has  so  twisted  and 
turned  to  suit  his  own  purposes  as  te  render  them  alm(»t 
impossible  of  recognition. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Pemberton  points  ont-,  at  some 
length,  that  in  my  J  uly  letter  I  state  that  I  had  "  ascertained 
that  the  Petersburg  stamp  was  not  issued  until  some  time 
in  the  latter  half  of  1861,  and  one  of  the  clerks  employed 
in  the  Petersburg  post  office  says  that  it  was  used  until'the 
Confederate  6  c.  stamp  of  De  La  Rue  k  Co.  arrived,  say, 
about  May,  1862,"  and  that  in  August  I  said  that  the 
"  Petersburg  stamp  was  not  issued  until  March,  1862." 
This  is  all  very  true ;  but  why  did  not  Mr.  Pemberton  also 
quote  the  very  decided  qualification  that  accompanied  the 
above  extract'in  my  July  letter,  vii. :  "  Although  I  have 
every  reason  for  believing  that  tho  dates  (i.#.,  of  issue  and 
withdrawal),  as  ^ven  by  me,  are  correct,  I  shall  still 
continue  to  investigate  this  point."    It  is  clear  that  I  did 
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not  fix  "the  latter  half  of  1861  *'  as  the  exact  date,  but 
onW  as  approaching  the  exact  date  of  issue  ^nearly  as  I 
could  then  arrive  at — else  why  should  I  have  promised  to 
further  investigate  the  matter?  Well,  as  the  result  of 
such  further  investigation,  I  found  out  that  the  st^mp 
was  issued  early  in  1862,  as  set  forth  in  my  communi- 
cation of  August.  I  cannot  find  any  contradiction  on  my 
part  here,  seeing  that  I  gave  the  date  of  1861  with  all 
possible  reserve. 

Mr.  Pemberton  then  says,  that  after  having  stated,  in 
July,  that  the  stamp  **  was  not  issued  until  some  time  in 
the'  latter  half  of  1861,"  I  said  in  August  that  I  found 
**  little  or  no  chance  of  obtaining  any  clue  to  the  date  of 
issue  until,"  &c.,  &c.  If  Mr.  P.  will  kindly  read  the 
para^ph  in  my  letter  from  which  the  ahove  is  extracted, 
ne  will  perceive  that  it  was  not  the  daU  of  issuer  but  the 
exact  date  of  issue,  to  which  the  paragraph  in  question 
alluded. 

He  next  compares  six  "assertions"  made  hy  me  in 
July  with  seven  that  I  made  in  August.  They  all  hinge 
upon  the  supposition  that  I  deny  in  August  positive  asser-- 
tione  that  I  made  in  July  as  to  the  date  of  issue;  but 
having  settled  that  point  as  above  th^  all  fall  to  the 
ground.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Pemberton* a  "  fact,  assertion, 
comment,  or  whatever  it  is,"  number  4,  speaks  of  May, 
1863 ;  I  presume  he  means  May,  1862. 

But  I  nave  said  quite  enough  as  to  the  date  of  issue, 
which  is,  after  all,  a  minor  point,  and  not  the  ground  on 
which  Mr.  P.  based  his  argument  as  to  the  **  abominable 
swindle,"  &c.  His  main  point  was  that  certain  hand- 
writings  were  fictitious.  Well,  I  produced  abundant  evi- 
dence from  Mr.  J.  D.  Young,  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Pemberton  was  in  error.  In  his  journal  for  July 
Mr.  Pemberton  throws  out  insinuations  amounting  to  as 
much  as  saving  that  he  believes  Mr.  Toung  to  have  been 
employed  ior  the  occasion  to  do  what  is  called  **  cook  up 
facts,"  and  then  even  went  so  far  as  to  declare  that  he  did 
not  believe  in  Mr.  Young's  existence  at  all.  He  does  not 
even  pretend  to  produce  any  kind  of  evidence  or  argument 
to  sustain  these  outrageous  insinuations,  for  the  very  plain 
reason  that  he  could  not  possibly  do  so.  In  Xugust, 
writing  on  the  same  subject  (viz.,  the  genuine  character 
of  the  addresses  on  five  envelopes),  all  the  reply  he  makes 
is :  **  We  stated  in  April  that  these  spurious  Petersburg 
stamps  formed  *  one  of  the  cleverest,  but  most  abominable 
swinales  of  recent  days.'  To  that  statement  we  are  pre- 
pared to  abide,  and  decline  to  accept  Mr,  Cotter' a  expla- 
nations  as  in  any  way  altering  our  expressed  opinion  that 
the  specimens  of  type  II.,  varieties  1,  2,  3,  and  4  are 
quite  spurious." 

If  **  declining  to"  accept,"  &c.,  is  to  be  considered 
as  argument^  I  may  as  well  give  up ;  but  I  scarcely  think 
that  the  stamp-collecting  fraternity  will  accept  it  as  such. 
But  to  return  to  the  questions  of  Mr.  Young's  existence 
and  veracity.  His  existence  I  have  already  proven  most 
efiectually,  and  I  think  that  the  accompanying  certificate 
from  the  British  Vice  Consul  at  Ricnmond  settles  the 
latter  point  (and,  indeed,  the  former  also)  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt.  It,  therefore,  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
time  for  the  **  infallible  "  (?)  Mr.  Pemberton  to  play  that 
**  last  trump  card"  to  which  he  so  mysteriously  alludes, 
and  which  ne  appears  to  have  heretofore  kept  tucked  in  his 
sleeve,  therein  imitating  the  immortal  **heathen  Chinee." 

Of  course  Mr.  P.  could  not  resist  the  temptations  to  cast 

a  few  slurs  on  Mr.  Steinback,  and  Mr.  H N (not 

Mr.  H W ,  as  Mr.  Pemberton  writes),  but.  it  seems 

to  me,  that  if  he  can  find  no  other  way  of  weakening  Mr. 
Steinback's  statement,  it  will  not  suffer  much  harm. 
Although  the  regulation  of  the  Petersburg  post-office  may 
•ppear  very  arbitrary  and  absurd,  I  may  mention  that  a 


very  similar  rule  exists  here  in  regard  to  the  goremineiit 
agencies  for  the  wile  of  revenue  stamps.  Many  of  these 
agencies  are  prohibited  from  selling  more  than  1 5  or  1 10 
(as  the  limitation  may  be  fixed)  to  any  one  person  at  one 
time.  Should  any  one  desire  to  purchase  a  larger  quan- 
tity, all  he  has  to  do  is  to  buy,  say,  $5  or  $10  worth  at 
first,  then  leave  the  store  and  return  and  repeat  the  par- 
chase,  and  so  on,  until  he  has  purchased  the  requisite 
quantity.  So  the  regulation  of  the  Petersburg  port- 
office  does  not  appear  so  very  improbable,  after  tU. 
Apparently,  Mr,  remberton  has  never  heard  of  sudi  t 
thing  as  wishing  to  "  test  a  point,"  though  it  does  not 
seem  beyond  the  bounds  of  possibility,  not  to  say  p«4«- 
bilifif*  that  such. might  have  oeen  Mr.' Nelson's  oojeet 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Pemberton' s  query— "  Who  is  Mr. 
Campbell  ?  "  the  note  from  Mr.  Young  that  I  forwinW 
to  the  editor  of  this  magazine  (for  the  purpose  of  exumi- 
nation)  with  my  letter,  which  will  probably  appear  in  the 
September  number,  contained  that  information,  so  thit  I 
must  await  its  return  before  giving  an  answer. 

Begging  leave  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  note  ffoo 
Mr.  Young, 

I  remain. 

Yours  very  truly, 
New  York.  CHAS.  tt.  COSTER. 

[Thft  letter  refflrrMl  to  by  Mr.  Oo«t«r.  and  »tin  In  our  handa.  i*Mim  tii* 
Mr.  Ci%mplMtn  WM  '•tnT%wT\y  mi  own«r.  or  part-ovnn'.  of  Tm  l»n|t 
Pngrtn  n^wspttpar,  publUihiptd  in  Petarsbiirg  twfors  sad  dariaf  tM 
wiw."'— Eo.J 

[Letter  forwar ded  through  Mr.  Coster  ] 
To  the  Editor  o/»»Thb  SfAMP-CoLLEcroa's  Maoazixi." 

Sir,— Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Coster, 
I  am  offered  the  opportunity  of  defending  myselt  in  y«w 
columns,  against  the  gratuitous  comments  that  T^ 
Philalelical  Journal  is  pleased  to  make  with  reference  t« 
myself,  in  connection  with  the  Petersburg  stamp. 

i  believe  that  I  cannot  better  accomplish  my  object  thsn 
bv  inviting  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  certificate 
oi*  the  British  Vice  Consul  at  Richmond,  appended  to  this 
note. 

I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  all  infor- 
mation that  I  furnished  Mr.* Coster  was  derived  from  re- 
sponsible parties,  in  a  position  to  know  the  particulars  of 
tne  matter  in  question. 

It  is  both  difficult  aftd  painful,  in  thw  case,  to  reply  to 
the  aspersiops  on  my  character  and  standing ;  but  I  trust 
that  the  method  I  have  adopted  will  prove  batisfaclory. 
I  am.  Sir, 

With  high  consideration. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Petersburg,  Va.  JOHN  D.  YOISO. 

[Copy.] 

British  Vice  Consulate, 

Richmond,  August  I2th,  1872. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  from  information  of  the  most  fi*ti»- 
factory  character,  I  am  convinced  that  Mr.  John  D.  Younf, 
of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  R.  A.  Young  &  Bros.,  of  Petersburg, 
Virginia  (a  mercantile  house  of  high  respectability),  i*  » 
gentleman  of  integrity,  whose  character  and  reputatioa 
among  the  community  in  which  he  has  resided  during  hi* 
whole  lifetime,  are  such  as  to  forbid  anyone  from  enter- 
taining the  idea  that  he  could  be  guilty  of  a  fraud,  or  im- 
position of  any  kind. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at  the  city  of 
Richmond,  on  this  Tith  day  of  August,  1872. 

(Signed)        WILLUM   MARSHALL. 

British  Vice  Consul 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


161 


OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

[KMTS8ION8     NOTICED     IS     TUB     PRESENT    ARTICLE:— 

JVVw  Granada—  irurtemburg — Upain — Cuba — thilip- 
pincM — UMittd  States, 

Tlie  Philatelist  for  October  is  unusoallj  rich 
in  noV^elties.  It  contains  tbo  first  notice  of 
the  new  stamps  for  Jamaica,  Mauritias,  New 
Zealand,  Bermuda,  Cbili,  and  Great  Britain, 
besides  otber  items  of  interest.  "  A  few 
Words  on  tbe  Stamps  of  New  Granada'* 
forms  tbe  title  of  an  able  article  by 
'•Warden,*'  of  which  a  continuation  is  pro- 
mised. The  subject  of  this  first  instalment 
is  the  true  chronological  order  of  the  first 
three  issues.  An  American  writer  of  note 
argues  that  fhe  large  rectangles  inscril>ed 

BSTADOS  CNIDOS  DB  NUEVA  GRANADA,  should, 

contrary  to  the  received  order,  come  first; 
"  Warden  "  is  able  to  prove,  as  the  result  of 
careful  research,  that  these  stamps  are  pro- 
perly catalogued  as  forming  the  third  series. 
His  proof  is  as  follows:  On  the  15th  June, 
1868,  a  complete  readjustment  of  the  rela- 
tions of  the  different  parts  of  New  Granada 
to  each  other  was  brought  about  by  a  new 
constitution,  which  substituted  the  federal 
for  the  provincial  system.  The  republic  of 
New  Granada,  consisting  of  thirty-six  pro- 
vinces, was  changed  into  the  Granadine 
Confederation  of  eight  states,  viz.,  Antioquia, 
Bolivar,  Boyac^a,  Cauca,  Cundiuamarcn,  Mag- 
dalena,  Panama,  and  Santander.  Under  the 
Granadine  Confederation  the  first  two  issuer 
appeared — iciiJiout  stars,  be  it  noted.  Whilst 
they  were  in  use  a  split  in  the  confederation 
took  place,  which  ultimately  led  to  the  hold- 
ing of  a  congress,  and  this  congress  resulted 
in  "a  feuniou  under  the  name,  *  United 
States  of  New  Granada ; '  since  September 
20th,  18GI,  changed  to  that  of  United  States 
of  Colombia ;  "  and  it  was  after  this  reunion 
that  the  large  rectangles  were  issued.  The 
existence  of  nine  stars,  signifying  nine  states, 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that  Cundinamarca 
i¥as  then  subdivided  into  two  states,  Tolima 
and  Cundinamarca,  as  at  present  knowji. 
*'  Warden"  further  concludes  that,  as  regards 
the  two  first  series,  *'tlie  cONFiiD.  granadina, 
hinje  figure,  were  issued  in  the  latter  half  of 
1H58,  or  early  in  ISoO,  and  were  shortly  fol- 
lowed by   the  s miill'Q gnre  set;    tbcso    last 
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being  not  improbably  the  issue  of  a  rival  post- 
office,  started  for  convenience'  sake  during 
the  troubles  which  temporarily  divided  the 
confederation."  This  brief  analysis  does  but 
scant  justice  to  the  article,  which  contains 
other  arguments,  drawn  from  the  postmarks, 
<fec.,  to  which  we  have  not  space  to  refer. 

Following  this  paper  comes  the  conclusion 
of  the  carefully  written  monograph  on  "  The 
Envelopes  of  Germany,"  by  "A  Parisian  Col- 
lector,"  the  later  Wurteraburg  series  forming 
the  subject  of  investigation.  Incidentally, 
an  explanation  is  afforded  of  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  money-order  envelopes  which  have 
passed  the  post.  It  appears  they  bear  a 
form  of  receipt,  which  has  to  be  signed  by 
tbe  receiver,  who  then  has  to  hand  them 
back  to  the  postman.  In  "The  Spud  Papers  " 
the  counterfeits  of  the  Philippine  and  Cuban 
stamps  of  1864,  and  those  of  the  Austrian 
Mercury  are  commented  on.  The  article  on 
"  Telegraph  Stamps  "  contains  a  descriptive 
list  of  the  Spanish  and  Cuban  emissions. 
The  former,  though  begun  only  in  1864, 
already  number  thirty-three  varieties ;  whilst 
the  Cuban,  started  in  1870,  amount  to 
eighteen.  "  The  Philatelic  Press ;"  a  reprint 
of  our  analysis  of  the  *brgery  of  the  new  4  c. 
Prince  Edward  Island;  "Postal  Scraps;" 
and  "  The  Editor's  Letter  Box,"  complete  a 
very  readable  number. 

Le  Tintbre-Poste  has  a  heavy  list  of  new 
issues,  extending  through  more  than  half 
the  number.  The  remainder  is  occupied 
with  an  article  on  "Old  Swiss  Stamps," 
which  we  purpose  reproducing  in  these 
pages :  a  short  paper  on  "  The  Telegraph 
Stamps  of  British  India;"  a  further  instal- 
ment of  Dr.  Magnus's  exhaustive  paper  on 
"Stamped  Envelopes;"  and  a  reply  to  our 
own  observations  respecting  the  alleged  dis- 
covery of  a  series  of  stamps  for  the  Philip- 
pines, issued  in  1848.  We  cannot  but  felici- 
tate ourselves  on  the  result  of  our  request 
for  further  information,  for  it  has  drawn 
from  our  confrere  an  explanation  which  places 
the  authenticity  of  the  stamps  in  question 
beyond. all  doubt.  Wo  can  only  regret,  that 
ho  did  not  give  us,  in  the  first  place,  tho 
particulars  he  now  vouchsafes,  viz.,  that  his 
correspondent  holds  an  official  position  in 
tho    Piiilippines,    is    persontdly    acquainted 
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with  Don  Ontierrez,  the  postmaster  by  whom 
the  stamps  were  issued,  and  obtained  from 
him  the  information  which  has  been   pab- 
lished,  that  Don  Gutierrez  has  promised  to 
procure  a  series  of  the  stamps,  and  that  when 
the  said  stamps  are  sent  over  they  will  be 
accompanied     by    justificatory    documents. 
We  regret  also  that  our  contemporary  should 
have  considered  our  remarks  as  intended  to 
throw  the  least  blame  or  discredit  upon  him. 
They  were  not  written  with  the  intention  or 
expectation  of  giving  him  pain — we  thought 
we  had  made  that  clear, — but  simply  becanse 
even  M.  Moens,  in  spite  of  his  long  experience, 
is  still  liable  to  be  deceived,  as  he  was  in  the 
matter  of  the    Kissingen    and    Leitmeritz 
stamps.     M.   Moens  charges  ns   with  not 
having  had  the  frankness  to  admit  we  were 
wrong  in   condemning  the   stamps   of  the 
Portuguese  Indies;  but  in  our  September 
number — a  month  before  the  appearance  of 
this  unmerited  reproach — we  had  made  the 
amende  Jionnrahle.  However,  passing  over  the 
slight  acerbity  of  his  reply,  we   await  the 
arrival  of  the  1847  series,  which,  alas !  will  go 
to  swell  the  number  of  unattainable  rarities. 
Allgemelner  Brief marken-Avzeijer. — Of  this 
publication,  Nos.  22  and  24  are   now  be- 
fore us,  dated,  respectively,  the  15th  August 
and   15th   September.     It  is   published   at 
Hamburg,  and  contains  descriptions  of  new 
issues,  articles,  and  intelligence  as   to   the 
state  of  the  stamp  markets.     There   is  a 
stamp  bourse,  or  exchange,  at  Hamburg,  and 
we  learn  that  on  the  11th  September  a  fair 
business  was  done,  there  being  a  good  attend- 
ance, in  spite  of  tlie  bad  weather.     The  ex- 
change is  open  two  evenings  per  week,  from 
eight  to  ten,  and,  as  the  addresses  of  the 
places  of  meeting  are  given,  we  presume  it 
is  held  under  cover.     There  is  also  a  phila- 
telic clnb,  which  the  editor  takes  care  to  in- 
form a  correspondent  certainly  does  exist,  and 
for  which  the  entrance  fee  is  twelve  groschen. 
Again :  at  Bremen  and  Lubeck  there  are 
stamp  exchanges,  and  reports  of  the  business 
done  are  published  in  this  paper.     In  the 
literary  portion  we  find  reviews  of  contem- 
poraries, notices  of  new  stamps,  and  sundry 
chatty  articles.     Dr.   Magnus  is  taken   to 
task  for  being  satirical  on  the  German  phila- 
telic congress.    It  is  not  generous  of  him,  says 


our  Hamburg  confrhre^  to  poke  fun  at  them 
in  that  way;  he  would  do  better  to  trans- 
late the  German  newspapers,  and  thereby 
acquaint  himself  with  the  scope  of  the 
congress.  Nevertheless,  there  is  evidentlj 
no  bitterness  in  the  rejoinder,  for  the 
next  sentence  contains  a  gratnitonsly  in- 
serted announcement,  that  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Oazette  de$  Timhre$  may  be 
lodged  at  any  post-office  in  Germany.  In 
another  paragraph  we  get  a  notice  of  the 
evil  doings  of  a  certain  M.  Ernest  Stoltze, 
junior,  of  Brunswick — no  doubt  a  stamp 
forger  or  swindler, — who  has  gone  away  to 
Bohemia,  leaving  his  hotel  bills  unpaid. 
Altogether  this  Hamburg  journal  has  an 
earnest,  business-like  air  about  it.  It  would 
not  be  German  if  it  were  not  practical,  and 
in  gregariousness  the  German  philatelists 
outdo  us.  The  collectors  of  Lubeck  have 
formed  themselves  into  a  club,  and  our 
Hamburg  friend  tells  us  that  the  merry 
fellows  intend  getting  up  little  suppers 
during  the  winti  r. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philateftf. — **  One 
only  gets  angry  at  the  truth  "  is  an  old 
saying.  Our  contemporary,  struck  with  the 
justice  of  our  critique  on  his  recent  review 
of  Mr.  Scott's  album,  attributes  it  to 
malevolence.  What  a  world  of  truth  there 
must  have  been  in  our  observations  !  Then, 
unable  otherwise  to  escape  from  the  dilemma 
in  which  ho  was  placed  by  our  discovery  of 
two  directly  contradictory  assertions  in  a 
recent  number  ("  But  few  amateurs  collect 
locals,"  and,  '*  Locals  are  collected  by  most 
amateurs  "),  he  explains  them  by  stating  that 
the  latter  was  written  by  Mr.  Scott,  and  tbe 
former  by  the  soi-disani  editor,  Mr.  Turner. 
Ah,  that  convenient  Mr.  Turner!  We  perceive 
now  for  what  a  wise  purpose  he  was  invented ! 
Still,  we  hope  he  will  avoid  contradicting  his 
author  and  publisher  in  such  a  point-blank 
style,  and  permit  us  seriously  to  assure  the 
latter  that  his  unwarranted  ascription  of 
unworthy  motives  on  our  part,  will  not 
prevent  us  from  impartially  reviewing  his 
journal,  and  praising  or  blaming  its  contents, 
as  truth  may  require.  This  much  established, 
we  have  pleasure  in  complimenting  Mr.  Scott 
on  the  readableness  of  his  current  number, 
which   contrasts   very  favourably  with  its 
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immediate   predecessors.     The  continnation 

of  Mr.  Tiffany's  article  on  the  stamps  of  New 

Oranada,  contains  a  carefal  analysis  of  the 

1863  series,  and  closes  with  the  following 

sensible   remarks   on   reprints    in   general, 

apropos  of  the  reimpressions  of  the  series 

UDder  discnssion. 

A  reprint  made  and  issued  by  the  authors  of  the 
ordinal,  and  with  the  original  die,  plate,  or  stone,  may 
lenre,  in  its  representativ^e  character,  to  fill  the  place  of  a 
rare  original  temporarily,  and,  without  as«uming  to  be 
other  than  it  is,  m  some  measure  complete  the  historical 
interest  of  a  collection ;  but  even  then  it  is  only 
as  a  nearer  approximation  that  it  is  of  more  value 
than  a  well-executed  forgery  or  illustration.  But  when, 
by  a  transfer  from  the  die,  or  from  the  imprint 
thereof,  a  so-called  reprint  is  attempted,  whether  officially 
or  by  irresponsible  parties,  for  the  benefit  of  collectors, 
theper{)etrator  has  produced  only  a  counterfeit,  devoid  even 
of  the  timbro-maniacal  apology,  that  "  it  shows  the  latest 
state  of  the  die,"  and  whoever  attempts  to  pass  it  off  as  an 
original,  attempts  a  forgery. 

To  Mr.  Tiffany's  article  succeeds  "  Papers 
for  Purchasers— No.  1.,"  by  "  H.  J.  R.," 
which  forms  the  preface  to  a  projected  series 
of  articles  descriptive  of  forgeries,  and  is 
written  in  a  pleasant,  chatty  style.  We 
fear  the  value  of  descriptions  of  coanterfeits 
is  overrated;  still,  we  wish  the  writer  suc- 
cess in  his  endeavours  to  serve  the  good 
cause. 

The  Stamp'Odledor's  Guide  is  a  well- 
condacted  little  paper,  published  in  New 
Jersey ; ,  and  the  fact  of  its  having  reached  its 
tenth  number,  is  indicative  of  its  possessinir 
a  certain  support.  .The  printing  is  good,  and 
the  illustrations  effective.  In  the  last  num- 
her  is  gii^en  the  following  interesting  ex- 
planation (copied  from  an  American  daily 
paper)  of  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in 
the  issne  of  post  cards  for  the  United  States. 

The  opinion  of  Attorney-General  Williams,  on  Saturday 
—in  which  he  decides  that  the  Postmaster-general  had  no 
authority  under  the  new  postal  code  to  contract  for  postal 
cards,  there  beinfi^  no  specific  appropriation  made  for  that 
purpose,  and  he  hnving,  therefore,  no  warrant  for  using 
other  appropriations--was  brought  about,  it  is  said,  by  a 
quarrel  among  certain  engranng  companies,  who  allege 
that  the  whole  postal  card  business  was  a  job  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Company.  It  is  known 
that  the  sample  card  which  was  adopted  by  the  depart- 
ment was  got  up  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  of 
New  York,  and  that  the  Department  was  in  the  act  of 
wnimg  an  advertisement  asking  for  bids  for  ftimishing 
the  card  like  the  sample,  to  be  opened  in  a  time  so  short 
that  no  company  could  prepare  a  sample  to  accompany  its 
bid.  Thus  it  is  claimed  the  National  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany being  the  only  one  to  furnish  a  sample,  the  contract 
would  be  awarded  to  it.  The  competiuff  companies  being 
assured  of  thia,  sought  measures  to  kill  the  whole  business, 


proper  competition  not  being  allowed,  and  obtained  legal 
advice  in  the  matter.  That  advice  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  post-offloe  department  had  no  power  to  get  up  the 
cai^  without  an  appropriation,  and  the  department  oeing 
so  informed  askedf  an  opinion  of  the  Attomey-Oenefai, 
who  decided  as  above  stated.  Postal  cards  will  not  there- 
fore bo  issued  until  an  appropriation  is  made  for  them  by 
Congress  at  its  nert  session. 

Oar  contemporary  claims  that,  as  a  matter 
of  jastice,  we  should  give  him  (and  not  the 
A,  J,  P.)  the  credit  of  tho  first  notice  of  the 
American  registration  stamps,  which  wo 
are  happy  in  doing. 

The  Postage- Stamp  Reporter  is  an  eight- page 
journal,  hailing  from  Lowell,  Mass.  Its 
value  as  a  philatelic  publication  is  depreci- 
ated by  that  tawdry  vulgarity  of  style  which 
Americans  are  too  apt  to  mistake  for  wit  and 
vigour.  Too  often  common  sense  is  sacrificed 
to  sound  in  the  concoction  of  a  silly  sneer,  as 
witness  the  following  phrase :  *^  The  newest 
abrasion  in  English  philatelic  circles  is  the 
result  of  a  heated  discussion.'*  '  One  is 
tempted  to  inquire  if  the  writer  knows  tho 
meaning  of  the  word  "abrasion."  The  person 
who  ridicules  what  he  does  not  understand 
is  also  capable  of  appropriating,  without 
acknowledgment,  what  does  not  belong  to 
him.  Our  article  on  the  forgery  of  the  new 
4  c.  green  Prince  Edward  Island  is  reprinted 
(though  not  in  its  entirety ),  without  any  notice 
whatever  of  the  source  whence  it  was  do- 
rived.  We  hope  the  example  we  have  tho 
honour  to  show  the  editor  of  the  Reporter  in 
acknowledging  our  indebtedness  to  him  for 
the  really  useful  article  on  the  new  Japanese 
currency,  reprinted  in  another  part  of  tho 
present  number,  will  have  its  effect  on  him, 
and  we  shall  rejoice  if  we  find  in  future 
impressions  of  the  Reporter  more  praisewor- 
thy matter  than  exists  in  the  copy  now 
under  notice. 

The  Canadian  Philatelutt, — This  is  a  re- 
suscitation of  the  journal  which  discontinued 
publication  some  months  since.  It  dates 
from  Quebec,  and  consists  of  eight  pages  of 
legible  print.  The  proprietors  are  evidently 
animated  with  the  desire  of  producing  a 
respectable  and  useful  paper,  and  we  cordially 
wish  them  success.  The  first  number  opens 
with  a  well-written  paper  on  the  collection 
of  envelopes.  The  subject  is  fairly  discussed, 
and  the  writer  gives  his  voice  iu  favour  of 
the  acceptance  of  entire  envelopes.     Then 
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follows  "Our  Programme,"  in  whii;h  tho 
Bditi>r  nnnoonoes  liiu  iateiilion  to  uphold  (lie 
"extended  Bj'stem,"  whilst  reapccting  the 
0[BQion9  of  the  lena  acientitic  body  of  collec- 
tora.  Prom  "  The  Progress  of  Philately  in 
1872,"  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  "in 
Canada  the  prospects  of  stamp  collecting  are 
brighter,  and  no  lunger  can  it  be  said  "  the 
whole  body  of  collectors  are  boys,"  Under 
the  heading  of  "Newly-issued  Stamps"  the 
latest  emissions  are  discussed  and  illnstrated, 
Bome  of  the  engravings,  by  the  way,  being 
very  badly  worked.  A  paper  entitled 
"  Stamp  Collecting  and  its  Advantages  "  is 
the  first  effort  of  Mr.  John  Lindsay,  and,  as 
such,  is  a  very  Batisfuctory  production.  We 
are  always  glad  to  hail  the  appearance  of 
new  writers,  and  we  trust  Mr.  Lindsay  will 
go  OD  as  be  baa  begnn,  and  be  joined  by 
other  recruits. 

NOTES   ON  THE  UNITED  STATES 
LOCALS. 

BT    W.   UUDLBT  &TI.EB. 
VIII. 

SXOW'S  DESPATCH. 

At  page  154  of  llie  last  volume  will  be  found 
mentioned  (be  small  label  of  this  post,  printed 
in  black  upon  bine  paper.  I  am  now  able  to 
add  Ope  upon  buff,  wbich  has  long  bad  a 
place  in  an  old  American  collection.  From 
the  good  company  in  which  this  v'w>ij--neiif 
figured,!  bavc every  faith  in  its  authenticity. 
snow's  express. 
Whetber  this  express  bad  any  connection 
with  Snow's  despatch  I  am  quite  unable  to 
determine,  fi>r  buth  it  and  tho  stamp  1  am 
about  to  describe  have  hitherto  been  un- 
known to  me  even  by  name.  The  design  (if 
such  it  may  be  called)  is  of  the  simplest, 
being  nn  old-fashioned  looking  figure  1,  with 
snow's  reading  upwards  on  one  side,  and 
EXI'RKSS  reading  downwards  on  tho  other. 
Above  is  ONE,  between  two  strokes,  and 
below  ia  cent,  similarly  pliiced.  This  unique 
stamp  is  printed  in  blue  upon  thin  paper. 

p.   O.    PAID. 

Another  resnscitation ;   but  when  or  where 

it  was  used,  or  for  what  purpose  I  know  not. 


and  I  fear  there  is  bntlittle  chance  of  finding 
out. 

The  aspect  of  this  newly-foand  stamp  i> 
here  repi'odncod.  It  is,  as  will  be  observed, 
very  commonplace  and  pratj- 
tical.  It  was  printed  in 
block,  both  upon  white  and 
npon  blue  paper. 

Were  it  not  that  the  pair  I  have  are  upon 
paper  so  old  as  to  almost  fall  to  pieces  with 
the  gentlest  haudling,  I  should  look  upon 
them  with  great  doubt ;  bat,  as  it  is,  I  shall 
believe  in  their  genuine  character  nntil  the 
contrary  be  proved.  Tbe  value  being  only  a 
cent,  it  is  just  possible  that  tbey  were  emitted 
by  the  poatmaater  of  some  government  oSre 
as  a  means  of  collecting  a  late  fee ;  but  this 

n.   S.   PBNXY   POST. 

Through  tbe  kindneas  of  the  publishers  1 
am  able  to  give  a  representation  of  a  very 

I_.  rare  and  finely- en  graved  local, 
II  never  before  chronicled. 
N  Unfortunately,  the  only 
|i1l  specimen  I  have  seen  is  cnn- 
'J  celled  with  an  undecipherable 
il  pnstinark,  so  that  1  am  not 
H  able  to  mention  the  place  of 
^  its  nativity.  From  tbe  prcfis 
U.S.,  I  should  almost  be  iiiclined  to  accredit  it 
to  the  "United  States  City  DesjMitch  Post,"' 
of  New  York.  The  impression  is  black  on 
white. 

3bd  avence  p.  o. 
Accoi-ding  to  Ur.  S.  Allan  Taylor,  (bis  pnst 
was  established  in  1S£5,  or  'iHot!,  by  one 
S.  Kothcnheini,  a  carrier  for  Boyd's  post. 
The  stamps  he  made  himself,  with  a  hand- 
stump  of  either  brass  or  metal.  He  after- 
wards gummed  and  trimmed  them  carefully, 
and  put  them  up  in  pill-boxes  fur  sale,  on  tbe 
principle  tbat'they  got  lost  and  deslroyeJ 
better  that  way,  and  more  were  tbe  sooner 
asked  for.  Street  letter-boxes  b^^in^;  geufr- 
rally  kept  nt  groceries,  the  usual  place  for  the 
stamps  was  the  till  or  casb-drawcr,  where 
they  got  greatly  tossed  about,  and  being  se- 
parate, small,  and  gunnracd,  they  were  eiisily 
destroyed.  Tbe  stamp  was  similar  in  siw 
and  shape  to  the  oval  East  River  post  office 
labels,  the  inscription  being  ave.  'A,  p.  0.  s.  R-, 
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PAID.  The  impression  was  black  on  green. 
Copies  of  this  stamp  are  virtually  unattain- 
able ;  but  those  of  a  forgery,  of  Montreal 
manufacture,  lettered  3rd  avknub  s.  r.  post 
OFFICE,  in  an  oblong,  are  plentiful. 

METROPOLITAN    ERRAND    AND    CARRIER     EXPRESS. 

For  the  following  particulars  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  S.  Allan  Taylor.  This  post  was  a 
swindle,  concocted  by  a  carrier  ot  one  of  the 
New  York  expresses,  directly  after  the  failure 
of  the  incorporated  company  trading  under 
the  above  title.  The  carrier  in  question  sta- 
tioned some  boxes  at  various  stores,  and 
supplied  the  owners  thereof  with  some 
stamps,  type-set,  printed  on  green  glazed 
paper,  and  inscribed  metropolitan  errand  & 
CAKRiEU  EXPRESS,  TWO  CENTS.  The  shape  w^ 
a  small  oblong. 

The  carrier  and  proprietor  of  this  so-called 
express  must  have  delivered  the  letters  him- 
self, at  odd  times,  or  after  hours,  or  else  they 
roust  have  been  thrown  into  his  emjiloyer's 
box  as  unpaid.  His  venture  soon  "  went 
np. 

BENTLEY*S   DESPATCIT,    NEW   YORK. 

The  label  usually  sold  as  having  been  is- 
sued by  this  post  is  a  narrow  oblong,  lettered 
BBirrLEY*s  DESPATCH,  in  small  Roman  type, 
and  iStlabisoa  Square  in  old  English,  all 
within  four  single  thick  lines.  This  imposi- 
tion is  rightly  condemned  by  Mr.  Overy 
Taylor.  Mr.  Allan  Taylor  informs  me  that, 
having  occasion  several  times  in  1858  to  visit 
the  Madison  Square  letter  office,  he  repeat- 
edly saw  the  stamp  then  in  use ;  but  he  has 
never  seen  one  since. 

The  stamp  was  printed  in  bronze  on  white, 
and  was  evidently  a  copy  of  the  small 
"  Blood's  Penny  Post,  Philad'a."  The  style  of 
letters,  size,  and  appearance  were  all  similar. 

The  name  of  "  H.  W.  Bentley,  Dispatch, 
945,  Broadway  "  (which  is  Madison  Square) 
appears  in  the  New  Yorh  Directory  for  1858, 
but  ia  missing  in  1859,  and  all  directories 
since.  Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor  says  :  "  In  the  fall 
of  1864  I  went  to  look  up  Bentley,  but  the 
31adison  Square  post  office  was  removed 
across  the  street.  I  inquired  of  the  person 
in  charge  about  stamps,  but  she  had  never 
seen  any.  I  inquired  where  Bentley  had 
£ronc  to,  but  of  that  she  was  ignorant.     At 


this  time  no  stamp  was  used,  letters  being 
simply  handstamped  madison*  squabb  lbtteb 
OFFICE,  in  a  transverse  oval.*'  i 

0.  cauter's  dkspatch. 

This  post  jjrohahli/  existed  in  Philadelphia. 
The  stamp  was  very  plain,  bearing,  upon  a 
solid  ground,  0.  cautku's  despatch,  with  paid 
in  the  centre,  the  whole  enclosed  in  a  linear 
oblong,  with  slightly  rounded  corners. 
Small  oblong,  black  on  white. 

In  the  genuine,  the  stroke  over  paid  ex- 
tends from  above  the  right  side  of  P.  to  be- 
tween I  and  D,  Lower  stroke,  waved,  from 
under  right  side  of  P  to  below  centre  of  D. 
Thick  letters.  Forgery  is  of  same  depth  as 
original,  but  longer  ;  in  it  the  stroke  above 
paid  is  only  over  the  middle  letters,  and  the 
lower  stroke  only  extends  to  under  the  up- 
right of  D. 


PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXII. 

BY  OVERT  TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

Jntnrc, 

As,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  fine  arts,  France 
is  among  the  foremost,  it  is  but  natural  that 
her  postage  stamps  should  be  distinguished, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  by  the  correctness  of 
their  designs  and  the  delicacy  of  their 
execution.  Nor  is  it  surprising  that,  issuing 
as  they  do  from  a  country  which  has  proved 
the  home  of  revolution,  they  should  reflect, 
to  a  peculiar  extent,  the  political  convulsions 
which  have  rent  it  since  their  first  appear- 
ance. The  various  emissions  have  been 
referred  to  with  pride  by  every  writer  on 
postage  stamps,  as  strongly  evidencing  the 
value  of  philately  as  a  teacher  of  history ; 
and,  in  fact,  so  clear  from  anything  like 
doubt  or  difficulty  are  their  own  annals  as  to 
stamps,  that  the  interest  which  attaches  to 
them  is  rather  historical  than  philatelical. 

The  first  series  saw  the  light  just  after  the 
revolution  of  1848.  The  government  of 
Louis  Philippe  had  witnessed  the  establish- 
ment of  the  cheap  postage  system  in  England 
eight  years  before,  but,  notwithstanding  the 
repeated  demands  of  the  mercantile  com- 
munity, had  taken  no  steps  towards  its 
introduction  in  France.     It  was  reserved  to 
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the  Republic  to  confer  the  desired  boon  on 
the  people,  and  accordingly,  in  the  autnma 
of  1848,  nnder  the  rigime  of  Etienne  Arago, 
the  decree  was  issned,  fixing  the  aniForm 
postal  rates  at  20  centimes  and  I  frnnc,  and 
ordaining  the  emission  of  stamps  of  those 
values  on  the  1st  January,  1843.  There 
remaiDcd  between  the  issue  of  the  decree 
and  the  date  indicated  for  the  appearance  of 
the  stamps,  an  interval  of  only  three  moaths 
in  which  to  prepare  the  stipplies;  and  but 
for  an  eceident,  the  work  of  cngravinir  the 
dies  and  printing  ofi*  the  Stock  would  have 
been  confided  to  an  English  firm.  Pi'cssed 
for  time,  the  government  applied  to  Uossni. 
Bacon  &  Perkins  (or  sir  Perkins,  as  the 
French  work  has  it  from  which  I  gather  these 
details*),  for  an  CBtimate.  "  Sir  Perkins  " 
replied  that  he  woald  require  six  months  to 
deliver  the  stamps,  and  that  his  price  was 
one  franc  per  sheet  of  '240.  This  being  an 
exorbitant  price,  and  the  time  demanded 
exceeding  that  fixed  Xtj  the  law,  the  govern- 
ment broke  off  the  negotiations,  and  looked 
abont  for  a  French  engraver.  N^ot  many 
months  before,  wfaen  coin  was  scarce,  the 
French  finance  minister  had  requested  the 
Itaiik  of  France  to  issue  a  large  nnmbor  of 
lOO-frano  notes.  The  bank  contd  not 
comply  with  the  request,  for  it  had  only  one 
plate — that  of  the  200-franc  notes— and  the 
engraving  of  a  ne^  plate,  was  reckoned  to 
coat  a  thousand  ponnds,  and  eighteen  months 
to  a  couple  of  years'  labour.  In  this  difficulty 
I'ocourse  was  had  to  an  engraver  named 
Hnlot,  who  in  iiro  manihs  completed  the 
jilato  of  the  present  100-frane  note,  and 
turned  out  ft  snfhcient  supply.  To  him  the 
government  now  addressed  itself,  and  a 
week  before  the  1st  January,  1849,  every 
post-office  in  France  was  provided  with 
stamps,  besides  which  there  i^mained  in 
stock  a  snrplns  of  eight  to  ten  millions.  It 
was  a  brilliant  success  for  M.  Hulot,  and 
some  time  after  he  wrote  a  letter,  containing 
some  interesting  details  of  the  way  in  which 
be  got  through  his  work.  "In  five  weeks," 
says  he,  "  the  matrii  was  engraved ;  within  an 
equal  period  the  ateliers  were  fitted  up,  and 
the  plates,  containing  the  electrotype  casts 

•  La  ra»i  jtiifriloiiqHi  ff  Filloifiqite.      I'nr  I'iein; 


for  300  stamps,  eiecnted.  Lastly,  a  few 
days'  pressing,  with  hand-worked  presses, 
prodncing  1,200,000  stamps  per  day,  enabled 
me  to  supply  all  the  French  post-offices." 

The   type,    of    which    the    priotiDg  was 

snperintended   by  M.  Hnlot,    was    actaally 

engraved  by  M.  Barre,  and  remains  to  this 

day  one  of  the  finest  productions,  if  not  tJia 

finest,  among    stamp   de- 

Ia     signs.     The  profile  of  the 
I     Bepnblic  may  be  described 
I     as  faultless,  and  tbe  mieor 
I      details  harmonise  in  their 
I      severity  with    tbe   classic 
I     portrait.  "In  this  instance," 
I     as    Dr.   KagnuB   well  ob- 
serves,    "  the     obligatory 
framework    does  not   distract  attention  bj 
misplaced  florets  or  ornaments." 

Everything  is  in  the  best  of  taste,  and  the 
only  fault  found  with  the  design  is  based  on 
utilitarian  grounds, — the  tinmeral  of  value 
is  not  safficiently  conspicaoas.  Regarded, 
however,  from  an  artistic  point  of  view,  can 
it  be  said  that  the  recently  issned  1  c,  S  e., 
and  5  o.  Bepoblic  are  improved  by  the  large 
corner  figures  ?  Docs  not  their  presence,  on 
the  contrary,  conatitnte  a  blemish  ? 

Of  the  two  first  issned  stamps,  the  20  c. 
made  it-s  appearance  in  black,  and  the  one 
franc  in  vermilion.  The  latter  ia  counted 
among  the  choicest  rarities  in  a  coDectwn, 
and  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  shonid  be  to 
scarce,  seeing  that  it  only  remained  in  cir- 
culation a  single  twelvemonth.  It  was  then 
withdrawn,  because  the  post-office  was  about 
to  issne  the  40  centimes  orange,  and  feared 
that  tbe  two  values  would  be  confounded 
together,  on  account  of  their  similarity  of 
colour,juined  to  theiridentity  of  design.  Par^ 
suant  to  a  post-offioe  circular  of  De«^ember  1, 
1849,  the  stock  of  vermilion  one  &anc  re- 
maining in  the  provincial  offices  was  collected 
and  returned  to  Paris ;  hence  the  sappreawiB 
was  complete.  Probably,  in  prevision  of  tbe 
issue  of  40  centime  stamps,  for  which  ordcM 
were  given  in  April,  the  one  franc,  as  earfy 
as  August,  1849,  was  printed  in  carmine. 
No  official  docnment  exists  aatborising  tbe 
employment  of  this  coloar,  and  a  wall- 
informed  writer  soggests  that  directitaii 
were  simply  given  to  the  printer  to  print  the 
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stamp  for  tbo  fature  in  a  colour  with  less 
orange  in  its  compositien.*  Finally,  about 
the  time  of  the  emission  of  the  40  c,  the 
I  franc  was  issued  in  dark  carmine. 

The  40  c.  orange  made  its  appearance  in 
December,  1849,  or  January,  1850,  and  the 
provincial  offices  received  their  supplies 
during  the  first  ten  days  of  February.  This 
stamp  is  found  in  sevenil  shades  of  oran^. 

By  the  law  of  the  1 5.18th  May,  1850,  a 
retrograde  step  was  made  in  the  postal  tariff, 
the  rate  for  a  single- weight  letter  being 
thereby  fixed  dt  25  centimes.  This  neces- 
sitated the  issue  of  the  25  c.  blue,  which  took 
place  on  the  1st  Jaly  following,  bine  being 
chosen  to  replace  the  black  of  the  20  c, 
because  the  latter  colour  was  reserved  for  the 
fiostmarks.  The  change  in  the  rate  gave 
rise  to  another  call  on  M.  Hulot's  energies, 
and  led  incidentally  to  the  pi-inting  off  of  a 
supply  of  a  provisional  stamp  which  never 
was  issued.  When,  after  the  passage  of  the 
law,  M.  Hulot  was  requested  to  prepare  a 
new  plate,  he  was  unable  to  assure  the 
Minister  of  Finance  that  it  would  bo  ready 
in  time,  and  it  was  therefore  agreed  that  he 
should  print  a  supply  of  stamps  in  blue  from 
the  20  c.  dies,  and  surcharge  them  with  the 
figures  25  in  red.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
and  a  machine  was  employed  to  print  **  25  c." 
in  red  on  each  stamp,  the  machine  being  a 
wheel,  with  types  of  the  figures  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  each  spoke.f  M.  Hulot  was  able, 
however,  to  get  ready  the  plate  of  the  new 
25  c,  and  to  print  a  sufficient  supply  from 
it  within  the  given  time ;  so  the  provisionals, 
not  being  wanted,  were  all  destroyed,  save 
some  very  few  specimens,  of  which  only 
threo  or  four  are  known  to  exist.  Some 
sheets  of  the  20  c.  blue  without  the  sur- 
charge got  mixed,  it  is  supposed,  with  the 
supplies  of  the  25  centime  blue,  as  an  oblite- 
rated 20  c.  blue  is  in  the  possession  of 
**  A  Parisian  Collector." 

On  the  12th  (or  23rd)  July,  1850,  the 
15  c.  green  made  its  appearance,  and  on  the 
12th  of  the  following  September,  the  10  c. 
brownish  yellow,  or  cinnamon,  completed 
the  series.    All  the  values,  except  the  1  fi*anc 

•  See  ** An  Intere«tinff  Embryo,"  T/tt  Slamp'OolUclor* » 
Hi^gazine^  vol.  vii.,  p.  o5. 
t  IdeiH, 


vermilion,  but  including  the  embryo  20  c. 
blue,  were  reprinted  in  1862.  The  reprints 
are  distinguishable  by  the  lightness  and 
brightness  of  their  tints.  The  obliterations 
are  of  three  kinds:  (1)  a  lozenge  formed  of 
seven  crossed  bars — the  well-known  "grid- 
iron "  mark;  (2)  a  six-pointed  star  of  dots ; 
and  (3)  a  lozenge  formed  bf  dots,  with  the 
post-officp  number  in  the  centre.  The  two 
latter  are  also  found  on  the  imperial  stamps. 

On  the  2nd  December,  1851,  occurred  the 
cYup  d*etat,  which  giivo  to  Prince  Louis 
Napoleon  the  actual  supremacy,  and  enabled 
him  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  assumption 
of  the  purple.  The  profile  of  Liberty  on  the 
stamp  was  no  longer  appropriate.  The 
Republic  existed  in  name,  but  the  President 
was  the  de  facto  ruler.  This  state  of  things 
is  accurately  indicated  on  the  presidential 
stamps.  The  title,  repub.  franc,  remains,  but 
the  portrait  is  that  of  Napoleon.  They  were, 
moreover,  in  their  essence, 
"  provisional  "  stamps,  des- 
tined to  remain  current  for 
but  a  brief  space  of  time. 
The  25  c.  blue  was  issued  on 
the  12th  August,  and  the 
10  c.  cinnamon  in  the  course 
of  September,  1852.  The 
portrait  of  the  Prince-President  is  by  no 
means  a  bad  one,  and  it  is  executed  with 
the  same  carefulness,  and  by  the  same  hand, 
as  the  profile  of  Liberty.  Beneath  the  neck 
appears  a  minute  capital  B. — the  initial  of 
Barre,  the  engraver*s  name.  The  blue  25  c, 
like  the  blue  stamps  of  the  Republic  and  the 
empire,  differs  very  much  in  intensity  of 
shade,  varying  from  light  to  a  full  dark  blue. 

After  the  proclamation  of  the  empire,  it 
became  time  to  think  of  changing  the 
obsolete  inscription  on  the  stamp,  bepub. 
was  taken  out,  and  replaced  by  empire, 
and  the  metamorphosis  was  complete.  The 
issue  of  imperial  stamps  commenced  in 
August,  1853,  with  the  10  c.  cinnamon — the 
value  used  for  the  local  Parisian  rate.  A 
few  days  afterwards,  the  1  franc  carmine 
followed,  a  stamp  which  is  now  getting  of  a 
certain  raritv.  Then  came,  on  the  8th 
September,  the  40  c.  orange,  and  on  the  3rd 
November  the  25  c.  blue.  This  last  had  but 
a    brief   currency,   for    it    was  soon   after 
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decided  to  return  to  tlio  old  rnto  of  20 
centimea,  and  it  is  consequently  a  trifle  rarer 
than  its  compnnion  low  vnlues. 

The  20  centimea  blue  camo  out  on  the 
Int.  July,  185i.  A  onivei'sally  i-eoogniKod 
very  dark  blue  variety  of  tliis  colour  exists. 
Ill  October,  185+,  fippcared  tlie  8t)  ceiiiimea 
varniine,  uf  tlio  siknic  slinde  as  ilie  one  franc, 
wlitcli  it,  in  fact,  refiliicci  ;  and  on  tiie  4t)i 
November  of  tbu  sanij  year,  tlio  5  c'ontinisa 
grcco,  inau;;uratiai^  tlio  estatili.shmont  of  lotv 
Piitus  fur  printed  mutter,  was  issued.  From 
that  time,  up  to  IBOC,  no  further  change  was 

NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITKD 
STAMPS. 

Spain. — The  entire  new  series  la  now  before 
us,  and,  taken  altugether,  we  cannot  say  we 
greatly  admire  it.  Naturally,  the  first  (hiag 
that  strikes  ua  is  the  colours.  Tbey  are  by  no 
means  happily  cJioseii.  Some  are  inefl'ective, 
and  between  others  conTu-iion  is  almost  cer- 
tain to  ari^e.  The  10  c,  differs  only  by  a 
.  shadj  from  the  12  c,  and 
I  the  '2^  c.  is  but  a,  trifle 
>  darker  than  the  40  c.  The 
I  fulUfiice  portrait  is  by  no 
1  means  a  pleasing  one,  for 
I  the  king  is  represented  as  if 
Teriiig  from  weak  and  in- 
]  flamed  eyes;  but,  with  bet- 
ter choaeu  tints,  the  effect, 
aa  a  whole,  might  not  have  been  unpleasing. 
Tlie  three  highest  values  are  alone  satis- 
factory. Of  these  the  desi^u  ia  here  repre- 
RonteU.  Tlio  profile  ia  boldly  di'ann,  and  the 
lettering  above  being  more  regular,  does  not 
present  the  bizn^rre  appearance  remarkable 
on  the  lower  values.  The  latter  are  of  the 
type  illustrated  in  oar  Augnat  nnotber,  of 
which  we  here  reproduce  the 
engraving.  'I'here  remain  to  B 
be  noticed  the  stamps  for  N 
printed  matter,  which  are  of  k 
two  kinds.  There  is,  first,  U 
the  1  ceutimo,  which  is  com-  \ 
posedoffourquiirter-gentimo  U 
(or  1  millesimit)  stamps,  ar-  U 
ranged  lifter  tho  manner  of 
the    iirauawick   and  Mecklenburg  quartetsi 


Ij  gravel 
]<  y.  I  ,.11 


Md  unperfor&ted.     The   Brunswick   stamp 

I  has  evidently  stood  as  the  model,  so  tar  as 
I  concerns  the  design,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
I  annexed  engraving  ;  the  crown 
,  (with  the  necessary  modifica- 
tions) and  the  transverse  oval 
beueath  being  reproduced  ;  but 
the  diminutive  size  of  tlio  form. 
has  not  been  copied.  It  will  1 
noticed  that  the  cenlinio  de  peseta  contains 
only  four  millesimas  d'escudo.  The  2  and  b 
centimes  de  peseta — of  the  former  of  which 
wo  give  an  engraving— af« 
simply  the  old  types  of  1SIJ7 
(5  and  10  mil.),  with  the 
marginal  inscriptions  re-cn- 
graved,  or  restt.  The  en- 
of  the  higher  valoes — 
K.Julia — has  written  bis  name 
along  the  edge  of  the  nock  of 
the  profile,  and  also  (but  in  almost  unde- 
cipherable characters)  under  the  cravat  of  the 
full-face  portrait.  The  word  coaiiumcACiosEs, 
written  above  the  portrait,  indicates,  as  it 
may  be  well  to  remind  our  readers,  that  the 
stamps  are  intended  for  telegrams  as  well  as 
letters.  Wo  learn  from  the  EeoUta.  del 
Carreos,  to  hand  at  the  last  moment,  that  the 
new  tariff — to  give  effect  to  which  these 
stamps  are  emitted — has  given  general  sati»- 
fnctioD.  The  same  journal  state-i  that  the 
finance  office,  and  not  the  postal  department, 
ia  responsible  for  the  designs. 

Russian  Locals. — CemiujwA  (Novgorod). — 
This  stamp  has  been  in  existence  since  1868- 
The  honour  of  discovering  it  belongs  to  Le 
Timhre-Posle.  The  impression 
being  defective,  it  is  impossible 
to  yuaranteo  the  accuracy  of 
the  copy  of  the  arms  ;  but  they 
are  sufficiently  clear  to  enable 
us  to  perceive  their  likeness  to,  jj 
if  not  identity  with,  the  arms 
on  the  Novgorod  stamp.  The  two  snp- 
porters  (bears  or  boars)  and  the  cros^ 
swords  are  there.  The  device  in  the  lower 
half  of  the  shield  may  be  peculiar  to  the  town 
of  Demiansk.  The  value  of  this  stamp  is 
3  kopecs;  it  is  printed  in  black  on  while 
blue-coated  paper.  The  four  Russian  letters 
— N.  G.  D.  z. — in  the  angles  signify  "Novgorod, 
Government,  Demiansk,  Einstuv  " — rural  od- 
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miuistration.      .The  oval   iascription    benrs 
tlie  name  si^ification. 

ildilopul  (Tanrida). — The  stamp  dcEcribed 
by  Ds  inst  year  (p.  97)  ia  here  ■'opresented. 
It  vroH  withdrawn  from  cir- 
calatioH  because  of  its  assert- 
ed reHeiiibiaace  to  tbe  im- 
perial HtnnipSi  but  although 
the  geiieriil  idea  may  have 
been  lakcD  from  thtiin,  there 
ia  really  nothing  in  thotypo 
to  render  cunfesion  possible, 
especially  as  this  stamp  was 
]irinled  in  red  on  white.  Per- 
haps tlio  true  reason,  presented  as  above 
10  a  dir.torted  form,  ia  that  the  imperial 
arms  are  rcjierced  fur  the  imperial  stampa, 
beace  tho  local  authorities  were  exceeding 
their  powera  in  adopting  the  same  fur 
their  district  emission.  Determined  not  to 
Babject  themselves  to  reproach  on  tbe  score 
of  trespaaaing  on  imperial  attribatea  in  tho 
choice  of  a  design  for  the  stamp  destined 
to  replace  tbe  condemned  type,  the  authori- 
ties, sitting,  we  should  think,  in  solemn 
council,  have  issued  the  annexed  ancommon 
device.  Presamably, 
the  man  on  horse- 
back is  tbe  rural  post- 
man, ambling  along 
very  leisarely  to  the 
town  in  the  distance, 
and,  positively,  tbe 
man  is  smoking !  It 
must  be  a  quiet  coun- 
try round  aboat  Meli-. 
topol,  where  people  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
getting  nervous  if  the  pr;stman  is  an  hour  or 
two  late.  As  Le  Timbi-e-To)la  says,  "  Many 
qaeer  things  have  been  represented  on 
stamps,  but  no  one  expected  tu  soo  a  smoker 
figuring  on  them."  The  stamp  on  which  this 
postal  worshipper  of  nicotine  holds  snch  a 
conspicuona  place  ia  printed  in  blue  on  white 
paper,  nn perforated. 

Boguckar  (Voronesh). — Described  in  our 
list  more  than  a  twelvemonth  ago,  the  stamp 
for  this  district  only 
just  makes  its  appear- 
ance. It  is  printed  in 
black  on  white,  and  is  of 
the  value  of  5  kop.     As 


no  Eory^APCH 
yt3Ay5  Hon, 


a  postmark,  it  would  pass  muster ;  but  as  a 
stamp,  it  i^  nowhere. 

AVoiiV/.— The  black  3  kop.  is  Hsed  for 
correspondence /or  Ihe  town,  and  the  blue  of 
the  same  valuo/ur  the  dittricl  of  EgorielT. 

KuloMnii. — The  rod  5  kop.  is  used  for  both 
town  and  district  letters;  the  5  icop.  blue 
serves  as  an  unpaid-letter  stamp. 

lihiMii.—'SUe  blue  2  kop.  is  the  ordinary 
letter  stamp.  The  gilt  2  kop.  is  an  unpaid- 
letter  stamp,  as  was  also  the  2  kop.  black, 
which,  by  decision  of  the  printer,  it  super- 
seded. 

Schluatolhur-j.—  Oar  Brnssels  contempo- 
rary, from  whom  the  three  preceding  para< 
graphs  are  quoted,  states  that  the  local  post 
for  this  district  was  tajiprcised  in  I8GG.  This 
proves  that  the  local  post  system  is  of  earlier 
date  than  we  had  supposed. 

CiilLC— Our  Brighton  contemporary  gave, 
last  month,  the  annexed  engravings  ;  one  re- 


presenting the  true  typo  of  the  adopted  en- 
velopes, and  the  other  that  of  the  post  card 
stamp.  Our  contemporary  is  positive  that 
tbia  time  he  has  tbe  veritable  designs,  and  be 
vonches  for  the  valnoe  and  colours,  which  we 
qnote ;  at  the  same  time  we  cannot  help 
expressing  onr  surprise  that  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  shonld  copy  so  slavishly  onr 
English  design  for  the  post  card  stamp,  and 
the  Ceylon  envelope  design  for  the  enve- 
lopes.  If,  however,  aa  has  been  stated,  the 
card  emanates  from  Messrs.  De  La  Bne's 
atelier,  then  a  key  to  tbe  similarities  is  oh- 
tained.  The  following  are  tbe  vt^ues  and 
colours  quoted : — 

POST   CABDS. 

2  (dos)     centavoa  brovm. 

5  (cinco)       „  purple. 

ENVELOPES. 

2  (doa)     centavos  brown. 

5  (cinco)       „  purple. 
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10  (dicR)   centavoB         ,    Woe. 
15  (quince)    „  pink. 

20  (viente)     „  bronzo-green. 

Mauritius. — In  onr  last  Dumber  we  quoted 
an  announcement  made  by  Le  Timbre-Poik, 
to  the  efl'ect  that  a  tenpennj  stamp  was  about 
to  make  its  appearance,  coloured  "  morocco 
and  gold."     A  tenpenny  stamp  baa  appeared, 
but  its  tints,  instead  of  presenUng  the  curious 
combination  whicb  r>nr  Belgian  contemporary 
led  ns   to  expect,  resolve  themselves  into 
simple  "  red-marooD."     Ths  PhUatelUl  was 
th&  first  to  obtain  and  en- 
I    graves  specimen  of  the  new 
I    type,  of  which  we  are  now 
I    able  to  publish  the  anntned 
I    illustration. 

I        There  is  something  of  the 
]    eight  cents  of  Ceylon  about 
)    tbe     general     disposition, 
which  shows  a  departure 
from   the  style  so  long  patronised    by  the 
island  authorities.     For  ourselves,  we  prefer 
the  old  design,  which  is  prettier  and  less  in- 
tricate, to  our  idea,  than  the  new  one.     Our 
contemporary  omits  to  state  whether  the  new 
comer  is  watermarked.     Envelopes   of  the 
values    of    ten  pence    and    one-shilllng-and 
eightponce,  respectively,    are,    it     appears, 
really  on  their  way. 

PEBsrA. — Seven  years  ago  the  annexed  do- 
sign  figured  in  these  pages  as  being  the  typo 
adopted  by  tbe  Persian 
government  for  a  series  of 
postage  stamps.  Then, 
when  no  stamps  appeared, 
the  report  was  set  down  as 
an  nufonnded  one.  Only 
a  few  perforated  copies  of 
the  design  which  took  its 
place,  not  a  very  high  one, 
in  the  list  of  rejected  essays,  were  kept. 
Now  Dr.  Magnns  announces,  in  the  Omeito 
de»  Timbre*,  that  a  series  of  post^e  stamps 
of  this  almost  fot^otten  type  has  been  issued 
by  the  Persian  government.  He  is  unable 
to  quote  all  the  valoes,  but  he  possesses  a 
specimen  of  one  of  tbem,  which  bears  a  cba- 
rncter  in  the  angles,  signifying  eight,  and  is 
roughly  printed,  by  the  typographic  method, 
on  very  tnin  paper.  The  margin  biiving  been 
cut  away.   Dr.   Magnns  is    unable   to    say 


whether  the  stamp  is,  like  the  essay,  perfo- 
rated or  not. 

0-REAT  Britain. — Our  Brighton  contempo- 
rary gives  na  the  information  of  a  forth- 
coming new  isane  of  our 
Iahilling  adhesivea,  after  the 
annex^  type.  Onr  read«^ 
whibt  perceiving  at  a  glance 
that  it  differs  from  the  exist- 
ing design,  may  be  pnxxled 
to  discover  in  what  the  differ^ 
ence  consists.  It  is  simply 
in  tbe  impression  of  the  cor- 
ner letters  and  registration  nnmber  in  otAtmr 
on  while,  instead  of  in  white  on  colour  ■■ 
at  present.  Tbe  change  is  slight,  but  tbe 
effect  in  lightening  the  appearance  of  the 
stamp  considerable.  Hitherto  only  tbe  foor 
low  values— id.,  Id.,  IJd.,  and  2d.— have  had 
white  corners,  bnt  all  the  higher  values  are 
now  to  receive  tbeni,  and  the  dies  are  to 
be  retonched.  After  the  shilling  the  tnm  of 
the  threepence,  it  is  said,  will  come. 

jAMAiCA.~Wehftveto  thank  TA«  FKSaidia 
for  the  first  intelligence  of  a  wolconae  acces- 
sion to  the  ranks  in  the 
shapeofahalfpenny  Jamaica  \ 
stAmp,  of  the  design  of  b 
which  onr  readers  will  be  f 
ohie  to  judge  from  the  an- 
nexed engraving,  which  ren- 
ders description  nnnecessnry. 
The  impression  is  in  maroon 
on  white  paper,  Onr  con- 
temporary does  not  say  what  watermark  (if 
any)  the  paper  contains.  Tbe  stamp  is  en- 
graved by  De  La  Rue  &,  Co.,  who  appear  to 
have  tbe  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  colonial 

FiMLAKD. — The  polyglot  post  card  has  made 
its  appearance.  The  inscription,  curresfoki>- 
EHCB  CABD,  in  Finnish,  Swedish,  and  Bnraian, 
is  arranged  in  tfaroo  lines,  with  a  different 
type  for  each  line.  Tbe  instructions  at  foot 
are  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner.  The  8 
pen,  stamp  is  maintained  at  the  left-hand 
comer,  and  the  frame  is  of  the  same  pattern 
as  on  the  preceding  issue.  As  before,  the 
card  is  of  a  pale  hnff  tint,  and  the  inscrip- 
tions, &o.,  in  deep  green.  The  reverse  of 
the  card  is  bordered  in  tho  same  style  as  tbe 
front,  but  the  putteru  is  inten  opted  at  the 
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top  and  DB  cither  side  by  an  inscription  aig- 
□irjing  that  the  space  within  the  frame  is  re- 
served for  the  communicatioD,  for  which  ten 
dotted  linea  are  provided. 

United  Status. — A  correspondent,  resi- 
ding at  Lowell,  Mass.,  sends  us  a  catting 
front  The  Boelfin  Adeeriiter,  relatire  to  tbe 
new  poata)  card.     It  reads  as  ander : — 

Tbe  Dew  podal  card  will  bo  mnds  from  din  cut  in  liu-- 
dencd  ilerl  for  lurfice  printing,  ■  dotcI  and  hrrelofora 
mneidered  impomible  mode  of  engraving.  The  lines,  in- 
■teid  of  being  (unk,  nre  raised  like  thoae  of  nn  ordinary 
KO  that  tbe  plAte  may  be  uard  in  the  i 

'"  irinting-preM.     Thi 

e  snd  oue-righth  in 


in  the  upper  ngbt- 
eonaiating  of  a  head  of  liberty  fncircled  withab 
rounded  with  elliptical  acroll  work.  Thedenc 
one  cenl.  and  the  colour  of  Ibe  work  a  rich  Te 
The  inacriptinn  ia  limplf  united  irma  pot 


TK8  oraKH.    Below 


e  ruled  linea,  while  ths  reverae  ii 


RouMAKiA. — In     the    annexed    type     the 

bearded  portrait  of  the  last  seriee  of  stamps 

is  fonnd  in  conjunction  with 

I  the  old  frame  of  the  £0  hani. 
Only  a  small  nnperforated 
anpply  of  this  stamp,  iu  very 
pale  bine  and  red,  and  of 
the  10  baai,  in  nltramarine, 
has  been  printed  off  to  meet 
the  immediate  requirements 
of  the  post-office,  the  stoclc 
of  the  new  series  not  having  yet  come  to 
hand  from  Paris. 

Dutch  Wkbt  Imdies. — We  learn  on  good 
antbonty  that  postage  stamps  will  ahortli^ 
be  emitted  for  the  Dntch  poseeiisions  of 
Snrinam,  Cara9oa,  Ac.  They  will  bear  the 
portrait  of  King  William  111.,  and  will  closely 
resemble  the  design  of  the  present  series  for 
the  mother-conn  try,  differing  principally  iu 
the  angles.  The  valnes  will  be  2^  c,  S  c, 
5  c,  10  o.,  2b  c,  and  SO  c.  A  contemporary 
says  that  they  will  not  be  gnmined,  probably 
because  in  hot  climates  stamps  frequently  get 
stuck  together. 

Fbancb. — It  is  nearly  two  mouths  since  the 
new  80  centime  rose,  with  profile  of  Liberty, 
made  its  appearance,  without  any  prelimi- 
nary ffonrish,  at  Paris,  and  it  has  since  been 
followed  by  the  30  o.  brown  (light  and  dark). 
Tbe  expected  lai^o  and  unmistakable  fignros 


are  not  to  be  found.  The  nnmerals  are 
somewhat  la^er  than  the  old  ones,  but 
they  are  rather  clumsily  squeezed  into  the 
old  border,  and  the  word  postks  and  the  c's, 
by  which  it  is  flanked,  are  in  consequence 
made  smaller.  Altogether  the  compromise 
ia  not  a  very  satisfactory  one. 

New  South  Walks.— The  Gazelle  det 
Timbrel  presents  us  with  an  engravinff  of  a 
watermark,  discovered  on  a  copy  of  a  Sydney 
stamp,  on  laid  paper.  The  engraving  being 
better  executed  than  many  of  the  others,  en- 
ables us  to  at  once  recognize  the  watermark 
as  forming  the  summit  of  the  crown,  aur- 
monntiug  the  medallion  of  Britannia,  the  old 
ordinary  watermark  on  English  foolscap 
hand-made  paper,  and  is  not  peculiar  to  any 
official  paper,  as  saggested  by  tbe  editor. 

KcDADOK. — M.  Moens  is  of  opinion  that  the 
one  real,  described  by  us  last  month  from  Ln 
Qazetle  dei  Timbeet,  ia  a  humbue.  Tbe  editor 
of  the  latt«r  journal,  however,  is  not  shaken 
in  his  belief  iu  its  geniiineness ;  and  in  the 
last  number  he  states,  that  prior  to  the  issue 
of  tbe  new  typo  the  old  1  rl.  yellow  was 
printed  in  "olive-yellow,"  on  bluish  paper, 
as  also  the  \  real,  but  the  paper  of  the  latter 
is  of  a  lighter  tint  than  that  of  the  I  real. 

Denmabk.— HoUa.— The  first  local  stamp 
for  Holte  has  gone  the  way 
of  all  things,  and  its  sue-  | 
cesser  is  now  before  ns  in  " 
the  shape  of  the  subjoined  j 
type,  which  certainly  has  ai 
original  look  about  it.      I 
is    coloured    chrome-green   I 
on  white,  is  perforated,  a    "    ' 
was    issued    on    the    15tb   '< 
September  last. 

Japan. — The  5  tenpoes  (or  »en,  to  use  the 
correct  orthography),  to  the  mmoored  ex- 
istence of  which  we  referred  last  month, 
turns  out  to  be  aotnally  in  circulation,  of  the 
same  type  as  the  other  values,  printed  green, 
and  perforated. 

Austria  has  just  issued  a  newspaper  band, 
about  15  inches  long,  by  2^  in.  wide.  Along 
either  edge,  for  a  distance  of  nine  inches, 
runs  a  broad  orange-yellow  stripe,  and  a  little 
beyond  the  middle  of  the  band  is  an  impres- 
sion, in  orange  yellow,  from  the  die  of  the 
2  kr.  adhesive. 
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Scura  AusTBACiA. — The  nine  penny  starap 
camo  over  hy  the  last  mail  printed  a  reddish- 
lilac.  The  copy  from  which  we  describe  is 
postmarked  Aug.  12,  72.  There  is  no  change 
in  the  desi(pi. 

New  Zr*land. — An  entirely  new  series  of 
stamps,  of  which  the  vnlues  will  be  Id.,  2d., 
3d.,  id.,  Cd.,  aad  la,,  is  said  to  be  in  prepa- 

BERMVOk.— The  PhilittelUt  states  that  a 
threepenny  stamp  may  shortly  bo  expected, 
intended  for  pnyment  of  poatngo  between 
Bermudn  and  North  America. 

BumsH  Hi)NDUKA3.^The  same  aathority 
saya  that  the  threepenny  stamp  for  this  de- 
pendency will  be  issued  dark  chocolato. 

SwiTZKiir.AND.—ii/(/('Sc/wiii(.>ct.—Tho  stamp 
of  this  hotel  is  now  printed  bright  bine. 


NOTES   FOR  COLLECTORS.— UI. 


IConlinuid  from  page  120.) 

Following  the  chronological  order,  wo  next 
corae  to  the  first  series  of  stamps  which  wore 
issued  for  prepaying  the  postage  on  journals. 
Pi-evioasly  to  the  issue  of  these  stamps  certain 
other  stamps  had  been  issued,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  affixed  to  foreign  newspapers 
coming  into  the  country;  bnt  these  stamps 
represent  rather  a  fiscal  tax  than  any  ad- 
ditional postage  rate,'  and  are  scarcely  iid- 
misBtble  in  a  list  of  postage  stamps,  from 
which  they  wonld  certainly  be  excluded 
under  Mr.  Overy  Taylor's  definition  of  a 
postage  stamp.  The  collection  of  them  has, 
however,  found  favour  with  amateurs,  and 
will  probably  continue  to  do  so,  from  the 
strong  relationship  they  bear  to  a  postage 
stamp  proper.  A  fail  acconnt  of  the  issues 
and  varions  vnlacs  is  to  be  fonud  in  this 
magasino  (vol.  ii.,  page  7),  to  which  we  have 
nothing  to  add,  except  that  the  1  kreuzer 
blue  and  the  2  kr.  brown  are  still  in  use. 

JOURNAL  STAMPS.— FIBST   SERIES. 

Authentic  and  original  copies  of  the  two 


higher  values — the  yellow  and  the  rose  Uer- 

Icnrics — are  so  scarce  that  it 
is  impossible  to  state  whelEier 
sny  or  what  varieties  exist 
The  specimens  whicfa  wehAvs 
e.\amined  are  invariably  npou 
thinni'sh  hand-made  paper. 
A  copy — in  onr  possesaion — 
of  the  yellow,  affixed  to  a  Vienna  bonrse 
list  of  the  23rd  May,  18-5fi,  and  bearing  a 
dated  oliliteration  of  the  24th,  is  also  ou  thin 
hand-made  paper.  As  none  others  irere 
printed  aller  that  date,  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  issue  took  place  on  thick  psper, 
similar  to  that  employed  for  the  latter 
portion  of  the  first  general  series  of  stamps 
and  of  which  we  find  specimens  amoni;  tbe 
blue  Mercuries.  Specimens  of  these  latter 
stamps  are  also  found  on  riblied  paper,  similar 
to  that  deacritjed  p.  12lj.  The  varintions  in 
shade  am*>ng  the  blue  stamps  are  consider- 
able, passing  throngh  every  gradation,  from 
light  grey  bine  to  full  blue. 

As  has  been  seen  by  the  despatch  qnoted 
at  page  6,  vol.  ix.  of  this  magazine,  the  yel- 
low Mercury  was,  on  the  2lst  March,  185C, 
superseded  by  a  scarlet  stamp  of  the  same 
type,  the  rose  having  been  sappreased  pre- 
viously. For  some  time  doubts  existed  as 
to  the  anthenticity  of  this  stamp,  it  being 
regarded  by  many  as  a  fancy  impression. 
Such  doubts  may,  however,  be  considered 
as  exttngnished.  Anthentically  postmarked 
specimens  are  t.o  be  foond  in  tho  collections 

of  Mr.   Philbrick,    and   of  M.   P 1,  of 

Brussels,  leaving  no  shadow  of  a  doubt  hot 
that  the  stamp  was  actually  employed.     It  is 
printed  on  thick  paper. 
Classification. 

1851.  I.— Thin  paper. 

1  journal         Pnurian  blu^  niii!  blue,  dsU 
blue  Cshadei). 
10  journals         yellntr. 
60        „  rD». 

II. — Ribbed  paper. 

1  JDumul  light  dull  blue. 

IIL— Thick  paper. 


SECOND  GENKRAL   SERIES. 

The  change  of  tho  monetary  system  i 
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Anatria  in  tlie  year  1858  necessitated  a  cor- 
responding change  in  tlio 
poRtnge  stamps.  Tlio  floiin 
being  no  longer  divided 
into  CO  kr.,  but  into  loo  kr., 
and  it  a  valire  being  also 
slightly  reduced,  esact 
counterparts  of  the  Tormer 
values  could  not  be  found 
in  the  new  coin^^.  For 
a  description  of  the  series 
we  refer  oar  readers  to 
Mr.  Overy  Taylor's  paper 
in  this  magazine  (vol.  viii., 
p.  1 70),  to  which  we  have  bnt 
little  to  add.     There  are  two 

or  three  shades  of  the  2  kr. 

yellow,  the  5  kr.  red,  the  10  kr.  brown,  and 
the  15  kr.  bine  ;  but  ther  depend  almost  en- 
tirely on  a  variation  in  the  depth  of  the  same 
colour,  save  in  the  5  kr.  red  and  the  10  kr. 
brown,  where  the  first  is  to  be  found  in 
brigfat  brick-red  and  vermilion,  and  the 
second  in  reddish  brown  aad  in  dnil  brown. 
The  2  kr.  orange  is  rare  even  obliterated, 
and  (rare)'  unused,  if  we  may  so  arith* 
metically  denote  the  mode  adopted  by 
M.  Horpin,  when  describing  the  degree  of 
rarity  of  a  stamp.  M.  Berger  jjcvranlt,  in  bis 
catalogne,  gives  18(jO  as  tho  date  of  issue  of 
this  shade  of  tho  2  kr.  We  have  no  means 
of  verifying  or  disproving  that  date,  but  we 
doubt  its  correctness.  The  rarity  of  the 
stamp  ia  rather  an  argument  for  a  fortuitous 
impression  in  darker  colours,  than  for  an 
issue  to  which  any  date  can  bo  affixed. 

The   issue   is    prhited    on    wove    paper, 
fliickly  covered  with  adlioaive  matter,  and  ia 
perforated  15. • 
CtaeeiJ!ertli(ni : 

IS58.     2  ynau-v  NaploB  voUow  (-lindos)  ILglit  chtonic- 
. .      yMov,  oraiigu. 


Jvur 


.p,  Vri 


Dblu« 


•  The  St.  Amlri'w"*  cro»f«  aru  Hill  found  in  tliij-  mt 
hul  the-  diaposition  is  revirsf <1 ;  insluad  of  beiiiB  in  ciil 
on  a  whitir  (sroutid.  the  ground  ii  coloured  nnd  Ihe  ti 
vhiic.  Hut  wry  fi'W  uniBlcun  hsTD  nindc  rohiTtion! 
ll>.w  Bllii>j;a-u!..  «hii;li  full  under  na  posaU.tu  ditiiiil 
of  a  pusraKC  siarup,  or  imy  otUcr  itanip,  pxi-'ijit  one 
liU'Kuliii!;  uolliini;. 


3  ordinary ;  for 

0 


THIKD  GEHERAL   SEUIUS. 

This  series,  issued  on  tho  Ist  Jnnuar}', 
18CI,  presents  no  varieties,  except  such  as 
arise  from  varying  depths  of  the  same 
colours.  The  values  are  similar  to  those  in 
the  preceding  series,  and  probably  the  sole 
reason  for  the  change  was  to  bring  in  a  series 
of  envelopes  of  similar  design,  which  now  ap- 
peared for  the  first  time  in  Austria.  The 
stamps  are  printed  on  white  wove  paper,  and 
perforated  14.  • 

The  series  of  envelopes  was  manufactured 
in  two  siEOB,  the  large  and  tho  ordinary  ;  for 
though  , entire  copies  of  the 
25  and  the  GO  kreuzer  i 
not  known,  yet,  as  all  the 
other  values,  including  the  35 
kreuzer,  have  beeu  found  i 
the  large  size,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed that  the  entire  series 
was  issued  in  that  size.  The 
paper  employed  was  thin,  soft  wove,  and 
nnsnrfaced.  Copies,  however,  of  some  of 
the  values  in  the  ordinary  size  are  to  be 
found  on  thicker  paper,  surfaced. 

The  whole  series  of  en  velopos  was  reprinted 
in  18G(>,  in  the  ordinary  size ;  bnt  the  re- 
prints may  readily  be  distiuguished  fi^>m 
the  originals  by  observing  the  difierence  in 
the  form  of  the  two  side  flaps.  In  the  re- 
prints there  is,  also,  on  one  or  other  of  the 
flaps  a  watermai-k,  consisting  of  one  or  more 
letters,  or  parts  of  letters,  composing    the 

words  BItlEF  COUVKBTS. 
Cl'igeijicalitiii : 

1. ^General  series,  perf.  14. 

2  krcuicr        Soplra  jellow,  lighl,  mc?diura,  and 

3  „  green,  light  grocn. 

5      „  vermilion,  brick-red.  nnd  light  ditto 

10      „  reddish  bmwn  (ehndif), 

16      „  Pnuuan  blue  and  light  ditto. 

II. — Journal  stamp,  imperforate. 

(Valuulkr.)  grey-lilac,  gtey. 

•  In  addidon  to  the  reprints  of  the  second  and  third 
scries,  niadti  in  1B05,  of  which  a  d"—- 
Ihis  ningiwiiie  (vi'  '""' 

stHnips  of  these  twi 

last  year.    Theso  icj.nuin  on  u.^Mufiu.^...™  ..^.^  .u. 
other*  by  mcani  at  the  perfomtions,  which  in  tho  origi 


I.  itv)r  uie  Dunesive  ^eiier 
re  agiiin  reprinted  someliine 
re  dir«tinguishnble  from  the 
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IIT. — Envelopes. 

8  kreiuer  green,  light  ^reen. 

6     „  yermuion,  bnck-red,  and  light  ditto. 

10      ,,  red-brown. 

16     ^,  Pruatian  blue  and  light  ditto. 

20      19  orange  (shades). 

26      „  warm  brown. 

80      „  riolet  (shades). 

36     yy  pale  Yandjck  brown  (shades). 


THE  NEW  JAPANESE  CURRENCY. 

BBP&niTKD  FROM  **THB  POSTAOB-STAMP  KEPOBTBR." 

Thx  Japanese  propose  to  revolutionize  their 
correnoj  and  financial  system,  and,  in 
fact,  have  already  be^n  the  change.  The 
Japanese  embassy,  which  was  in  this  country 
and  in  England  a  yeiar  ago  or  more,  had 
charge  of  wis  matter.  At  first  they  were 
inclined  to  adopt  the  English  system,  this 
seeming  to  them  better  than  any  other  which 
they  examined  in  Europe;  but  when  they 
reached  the  United  States,  and  became  ac- 
quainted with  our  system,  their  views  were 
changed,  although  the  English  sought  earn- 
estly to  prevent  this.  Tho  Japanese  com- 
mission finally  decided  to  adopt  our  decimal 
system,  taking  our  dollar  as  their  unit,  and 
immediately  took  measures  to  put  it  in  oper- 
ation. Part  of  the  commissioners  went  home 
to  change  the  coinage,  and  the  others  re- 
mained here  to-  superintend  the  printing  of 
bills  and  bonds  like  ours.*  This  work,  we 
believe,  is  not  yet  finished,  but  the  coinage 
has  been  so  far  changed  that  new  coin  is 
already  circulating  in  Japan.  An  article  in 
The  New  York  Times  describes  this  new 
Japanese  coinage  as  follows : — 

"The  lowest  denomination  of  their  gold 
coin  is  one  yen,  equal  to  one  dollar.  There 
are  then  gold  coins  of  the  denomination  of 
two,  five,  ten,  and  twenty  yens.  The  silver 
coin  is  called  sen,  the  denominations  being 
five,  ten,  twenty,  and  fifty  sene^  the  lower  de- 
nomination being  equal  to  five  cents  of  our 
currency.  The  copper  coinage  is  one  sen, 
equal  to  the  one-hundredth  part  of  one  yen ; 

*  (That  this  work  is  not  confided  to  American  firms 
only,  is  evidenced  by  the  following  telegram,  which  we 
cut  from  a  daily  paper : — 

*»  Paris,  16th  Oct 

**  The  Minister  of  Japan  and  the  Second  Japanese  Minis- 
ter of  Finance  hare  left  for  Frankfort,  in  order  to  conclude 
a  new  arrapgement  with  the  house  of  Dondorf  &  Co.,  for 
the  fabrication  of  Japanese  paper  money." — £d.] 


one-half  «en,  equal  to  the  two-hundredth  part 
of  one  yeti ;  and  one  rin^  equid  to  the  one- 
thousandth  part  of  one  yen.  These  low  de- 
nominations are  absolutely  necessary  in  that 
land  of  plentiful  commodities  and  cheap 
labour." 


NOTES  ON  THE 
EARLY  STAMPS  OP  MOLDAVIA. 

BT  ▲  PARISIAN  COLLBCTOB. 

SiNCB  the  anilouncement  regarding  the  dis- 
covery of  a  postmarked  specimen  of  the  81 
paras,  which  appeared  in  The  Stamp-CoUeo 
tor's  Magazine  for  last  month,  and  also  in 
Le  Timhre-Poete,  we  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  specimen  in  question,  and 
we  find  that  it  has  been  wrongly  described 
as  being  on  laid  paper.*  It  is  on  plain  wove 
paper,  not  showing  any  vergeures.  In  truth, 
a  rarther  examination  of  sevei*al  specimens 
of  these  early  Moldavian  stamps  has  led  us  to 
modify  our  opinions  in  so  far  as  that  the  rc?r- 
geures  on  the  paper  must  be  regarded  as  a 
crucial  test  of  genuineness.  A  magniGcent 
unsevered  pair  of  the  27  paras  aro  now  in 
the  collection  of  Mr.  Philbrick,  in  which  the 
vergeurea  are  scarcely  discernible;  and  in  our 
own  copy  they  are  very  faint  and  far  apart. 
Further,  in  a  lot  of  about  twenty  postmarked 
specimens  of  54  paras,  all  of  the  Magnus 
type  I.,  we  found  a  copy  on  paper  in  which 
there  is  not  the  shadow  of  an  appearance  of 
vergeuresy  and  which  may  be  regarded  as 
being  plain  wove. 

From  these  considerations,  therefore,  it 
seems  that  a  test  depending  upon  the  paper 
employed  must  be  abandoned,  and  that  we 
shall  be  compelled  to  seek  for  the  true  test  of 
genuineness  in  the  type. 

All  the  copies  of  the  27  paras,  now  num- 
bering seven  or  eight,  which  have  been  yet 
exhumed,  and  all  the  copies  of  the  54  and 
108  paras  of  the  Magnus  type  I.,  are  post- 
marked, and  no  specimens  of  these  stamps 
have  yet  been  found  postmarked  or  oblite- 
rated with  any  stamp  other  than  the  ordinary 

*  On  more  than  one  occasion  we  hare  had  to  expretf 
our  admiration  of  tho  great  acuteness  of  Dr.  Magnu*.  Oo 
the  specimen  being  shown  to  him,  he  at  once  discovered 
that  the  supposed  vergeure*  were  due  to  the  verffurt*  <n 
the  paper  of  the  letter  to  which  it  was  attached. 
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postal  handstamp,  consisting  of  two  conoentrio 
circles,  within  the  upper  part  of  which  is  the 
same  of  the  town,  and  in  the  lower  part 
MOLDOYA.  Figures  within  the  inner  circle, 
in  moveable  types,  show  the  day  of  the 
month  and  the  number  of  the  month. 

We  hate  examined  some  hundreds  of  spe- 
cimens of  the  first  tjpe  of  the  40  and  80 
paras,  of  the  second  issue,  and  we  find  them 
obliterated  with  two  kinds  of  postmarks,  and 
two  only.  The  one  is  the  postal  handstamp 
mentioned  above,  and  the  other  is  a  stamp 
of  yariouB  forms,  with  the  Word  franco  in 
the  upper  part,  and  the  name  of  the  town 
below.  This  latter  stamp  continued  in  use 
for  some  time,  and  its  use  in  evidently  sub- 
sequent to  that  of  the  circular  postal  hand- 
stamp.  It  is  therefore  clear  to  us  that  no 
obliterating  stamp,  properly  so  called,  was  in 
use  during  the  continuance  of  the  first  series, 
but  was  adopted  only  after  that  the  second 
series  had  been  in  use  for  some  considerable 
time ;  as  out  of  every  hundred  specimens 
probably  one  half  will  be  found  bearing  the 
circular  obliteration.  This  circular  stamp- 
as  a  modo  of  obliteration,  gave  place,  as  we 
have  said,  to  an  obliterating  stamp  of  various 
shapes.  Each  town  appears  to  have  had  a 
shape  peculiar  to  itself;  but,  invariably, 
whatever  be  the  shape  of  the  stamp,  the 
word  FRANCO  is  in  the  upper  part  and  the 
name  of  the  town  underneath.  Thus  the 
obliterating  mark  for  Jassy  is  an  oval,  in  the 
upper  part  of  which  is  franco,  and  in  the 
lower  JASST.  Galatz  has  two  marks,  the  one 
like  a  flag,  the  words  being  in  two  lines,  fol- 
lowing the  waves,  and  separated  by  a  wavy 
line ;  and  the  other  is  an  oval  with  "  No.  2  " 
in  the  centre  of  it.  Berlat  is  also  flag- 
sbaped.  Botuschani  is  a  simple  parallelo- 
gram, the  woids  being  in  straight  lines,  se- 
parated by  a  line.  Baceu  is  an  oval,  with 
the  ends  cut  off  in  a  curve,  and  the  words 
separated  from  one  another  by  an  ornamental 
line.  The  designs  of  the  stamps  belonging 
to  Foksbani,  Pietra,  &c.,  are  more  compli- 
cated, and  more  difficult  to  describe,  but 
they  all  tend  to  strengthen  our  proposi- 
tion. It  may  be  remarked  that  the  im- 
pressions of  the  circular  postal  handstamp 
are  most  commonly  in  thin  greenish  blue 
ink.     It  was  not  till  the  franco  obliterating 


stamps  came  in  that  we  find  obliterati<»i8  in 
carmme,  vermilion,  violet,  &c. 

We  will  now  ask  our  readers  to  turn  to 
the  sixth  volume  of  this  magazine,  where 
they  will  find  a  translatioxr  of  Dr.  Magnuses 
valuable  monograph  on  the  Moldavian  stamps, 
as  it  appeared  in  Le  Tinibre-Poste.  This 
monograph  was  subsequently  reprinted  in 
the  form  of  a  pamphlet,  and  was  then  en- 
larged by  a  description  of  the  27  paras  just 
discovered  by  M.  Moens.  No  reprints,  no 
forgeries,*  no  &ncy  impressions,  no  varieties 
of  type  of  this  latter  stamp  are  )cnown,  and 
as  we  have  before  said,  every  specimen  yet^ 
discovered  is  marked  with  the  circular 
postal  handstamp.  But  no  less  than  five 
varieties  of  the  54,  81,  and  108  paras  will  be 
found  there  described.  Of  these  we  have 
never  heard,  mucb  less  seen  any  specimens 
— other  than  those  of  the  type  No.  I.  of  the  54 
and  108  paras,  and  the  81  paras  just  dis- 
covered by  M.  Moens— obliterated  with  the 
circular  handstamp,  or  with  any  of  the 
obliterating  stamps  which  we  consider  super- 
seded the  use  of  the  circular  handstamp  as 
a  mark"  of  obliteration,  and  continued  in 
service  throughout  the  rest  of  the  existence 
of  the  first  type  of  the  second  series.  We 
admit  to  having  seen  specimens  of  some  of 
the  other  types,  bearing  an  obliterating  mark, 
but  not  a  genuine  one,  as  we  believe,  or  one 
which  we  have  been  able  to  find  among  the 
true  marks. 

Referring  now  to  the  engravings  and  the 
description  of  types  I.  of  the  54  and  108  paras, 
our  readers  cannot  I'ail  to  be  struck  with  the 
great  family  likeness  (as  remarked  by  Dr. 
Magnus,  vol.  vi.,  p.  52),  which  exists  between 
them,  especially  in  the  principal  features — the 
ears,  the  nostrils,  and  the  cheek-bones.  The 
opening  of  the  horn,  and  the  dotted  shading 
should  also  be  noticed.  On  comparing  these 
features  with  those  portrayed  on  the  27 
paras,  the  same  similarity  exists,  especially 
in  the  nostrils,  the  cheek-bones,  and  the 
triangular  shape  of  the  ears.     It  is  true  that 

*  [Our  esteemed  correspondent  is  in  error  in  supposing 
that  the  27  paras  stamp  has  never  been  fon^ed :  we  had 
the  forgeries  sent  us  at  a  high  price  in  the  summer  of 
1871 :  thej  came  from  an  honourable  source ;  and  before 
they  had  got  distributed  our  correspondent  discovered  and 
informed  us  of  their  spurious  character,  and  they  wereallre- 
tumed  to  him.  We  have  never  met  with  any  other.— £d  ] 
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the  6ars  are  rather  more  open  in  the  27  paras, 
and  the  nostrils  are  a  trifle  less  parenthetical, 
bnt  the  likeness  is  very  striking. 

If  we  now  compare  these  with  the  newly- 
found  81  paras,  the  same  family  likeness  still 
exists :  the  same  cheek-bones,  the  same  tri- 
angular ears,  the  same  parenthetical  nostrils. 

On  further  comparing  this  81  paras  with 
the  types  described  by  Dr.  Magnus,  it  is 
found  to  belong  to  the  8rd  type,  the  similarity 
of  which  to  the  54  and  108  is  also  remarked, 
at  page  62,  by  Dr.  Magnus. 

It,  therefore,  appears  to  us  that  the  only 
types  belonging  to  the  stamps  of  the  first 
series  which  are  genuine,  are  the  following : — 
27  paras         the  single  type 
54     „  1st  type 

81     „  8rd  type 

108     „  Ist  type. 

With  regard  to  the  second  series,  wo  agree 
with  what  Mr.  Overy  Taylor  stated  in  his 
paper  on  these  stamps.  That  the  first  type 
of  the  5,  40,  and  80  paras  is  good,  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt.  The  second  type  of  the 
5  paras,  and  of  the  40  and  80  paras,  is  much 
more  than  doubtful,  having  never  been  seen 
obliterated,  and  the  3rd  type  of  the  80  paras 
has,  we  believe,  never  been  seen  with  an 
authentic  obliteration. 


THE   "WEST  TOWN'*   LOCAL, 

In  1859  the  "  West  Town  Boarding  School," 
an  institution  located  in  West  Town  town- 
ship, Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  issued  a  local  postage 
stamp  for  the  prepayment  of  the  carriage  of 
all  outgoing  letters  between  the  institution 
and  the  nearest  post-office,  which  is  located 
at  Street  Road  station,  on  the  West  Chester 
and  Philadelphia  railroad,  a  distance  of  a 
mile  and  a  half.  The  income  derived  from 
the  sale  of  these  stamps  is  applied  to  the 
support  of  a  daily  stage-line  between  the 
station  and  the  school.  They  are  sold  at 
two  cents  each,  no  value,  however,  being  ex- 
pressed on  the  stamp. 

The  design  consists  simply  of  the  name 
WEST  TOWN,  surrounded  by  a  wide  ornamental 
border.  They  are  printed  in  bronze,  by  the 
lithographic  process,  on  white  paper,  and  in 
sheets  which  are  composed  of  22o  labels. 
The  annual  consumption  is  about  10,000,  or 


nearly  180,000  since  they  were  first  issued. 
The  stamp  remains  in  use  at  the  present 
time,  and  no  letter  is  forwarded  from  the  in- 
stitution to  the  post-office  unless  it  bears  one. 
The  customary  manner  of  affixing  it  is  to 
place  it  on  the  back  of  the  letter,  in  the  cen- 
tre, it  thus  serving  the  purpose  of  a  seal.* 

Counterfeits  of  the  stamp  are  in  existence, 
printed  on  coloured  paper,  the  genuine  being 
on  white. 

This  school  was  established  in  17D9,  and  is 
intended  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the 
youth  of  the  religious  society  of  Friends, 
none  bnt  children  of  members  of  that  bodv 
being  allowed  to  attend  it.  The  number  of 
pupils  average  225. 

[The  foregoing  is  an  account  which  has 
been  furnished  us  by  an  American  corres- 
pondent,  and  it  forms  a  striking  commentary 
on  an  ofibr  made  to  our  publishers,  some 
weeks  since,  by  an  American  collector,  of  a 
pair  of  West  Town  stamps  at  six  shilUng$ 
each  ! 

Our  correspondent  sends  us  a  couple  of 
these  stamps,  uncut,  to  exemplify  the  mode 
of  printing.  The  under  one  of  the  two  is 
printed — relatively  to  its  companion — wronjf 
side  up.  The  lettering  is  rather  rough,  and 
the  stamps  are  smaller  than  those  generally 
sold  as  West  Town  in  the  packets,  though  it 
may  be  that  there  have  been  two  emissions 
of  a  similar  type. — Ed.] 


ANSWERS  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

M.  H.  Carr,  Dublin.— We  certainly  prefer  the  ac- 
oepted  construction  of  the  word  phUmfch/.  All  scieucrt 
are  endless.  There  is  always  ftomethiny  to  .diacovcr. 
clear  up,  or  classifj'.  But  pnilately  sijniifies  a  love  nf 
that  which  exempts  from  a  tax  or  eh.irigre;  and  then^ 
fore,  as  at  present  understoodf  it  indicates,  at  any  rate 
indirectly,  tne  preference  felt  by  collectors  for  the  little 
rectang^les  which  exen)pt  the  letters  to  which  they  are 
attached  from  a  charge. 

X.  X.  X. — The  English  penny  red  on  blue  paper,  fine 
perforations,  is  known  and  catalogued. — We  do  not 
chronicle  either  railway  or  fiscal  stamps. — The  Tuscany 
watermark  has  been  duly  noticed ;  ihe  envelope  for  the 
French  soldiers  in  Switzerland,  the  variety  of  the  3  kop. 
Russian,  and  other  varieties  of  postage  stamps  describtd 
by  you  have  all  been  treated  of  in  these  pages,  of  which 
we  must  beg  to  recommend  to  you  the  more  careful  peru- 
Eal. 


*In  The  Stamp- Collfctor's  Guide  (Meridcn,  Ct), 
for  March,  1871,  a  brief  notice  of  this  stamp  will  be 
found,  inaccurate  in  several  particulars,  one  of  whi^'h  i* 
the  date  of  issue,  it  being  given  as  1852,  instead  of  18J0. 
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EVENTS  OF  THE  TEAR. 

A  DESDLTOBT  REVIEW. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Ten  years  ago  stamp-collecting  was  a  very- 
different  thing  from  what  it  is  now,  and  the 
contrast  forms  the  pride  of  every  true  phila- 
telist. Then  the  pursuit  was  in  its  veriest 
infancy,  nnchristened,  save  with  the  sarcastic 
appellation  of  "  timbromania ;  "  yet  very 
mach  talked  abont.  The  daily  pa[>ers  on 
both  sides  of  the  channel  made  frequent  al- 
lusions to  it;  The  Saturday  Review^  in  its 
jaunty  way,  picked  it  to  pieces ;  All  the  Year 
Bound  praised  it ;  the  French  play- writers 
joked  upon  it;  and  notwithstanding  the 
sneers  of  the  utilitarians,  all  the  world  and 
his  wife  went  on  collecting  stamps  because 
it  was  the  fashion  to  do  so.  At  the  present 
time  the  press  troubles  itself  but  rarely  about 
collectors^  To  the  general  public— the  out- 
siders— the  pursuit  is  a  mystery ;  and,  in 
fact,  it  is  so  far  ignored  by  those  Philistines 
that,  as  a  rule,  they  will  gravely  shako  their 
heads  at  yon,  and  assure  you,  in  the  most 
positive  manner,  that  collecting  is  quite  a 
thing  of  the  past.  And  they  are  right  in 
one  sense,  for  to  the  harum-scarum  style  of 
amassing  stamps,  which  at  the  outset  was 
called  collecting,  has  succeeded  a  careful 
and  scientific  method,  which  lends  to  the 
work  a  charm  sufficient  to  fascinate  the  at- 
tention of  ripe  scholars  and  earnest  students. 
Men  of  all  ages  and  of  all  professions  find  in 
the  study  and  comparison  of  stamps  an  in- 
teresting  and  instructive  recreation,  simply 
because  of  the  concentrated  attention  which 
such  an  occupation  demands.  Were  it  a 
mere  question  of  sticking  stamps  on  certain 
given  squares  the  work  would  be  too  trivial ; 
bat  the  faculties  of  observation  and  classifi- 
cation are  called  into  constant  play  ;  and 
though  the  mind  may,  therefore,  be  almost 
as  much  engaged  as  during  the  day,  yet  the 
change  yields  repose.  Herein  lies  the 
strength  of  collecting,  and  herein  the  expla- 
nation of  the  fact  that  ten  years  afler  its 
inauguration  it  retains  its  popularity.  If 
the  public  knows  nothing  about  the  progress 
of  collecting,  it  is  simply  because  philatelists 
have  literary  organs  of  their  own  ;  and  also 
because,  as  we  apprehend,  -they  do  not  often 
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take  the  trouble  of  showing  their  albums  to 
persons  who  cannot  understand  them. 

We  may  be  told  that  these  observations 
are  truisms,  but  if  so  they  are  truisms  of  a 
very  pleasant  sort,  and  may  permissibly  be 
repeated  in  preface  of  a  review  of  the  events 
of  a  year  which  closes  the  first  decade  of 
stamp  collecting.  They  are  affirmations  of 
facts  on  which  an  old  collector  cannot  refrain 
from  dwelling  with  a  certain  fondness,  for 
they  represent  the  triumph  of  a  pursuit  once 
denounced  as  ephemeral,  and  enable  him  to 
look  forward  confidently  to  its  further  pro- 
gress and  consolidation. 

Passing  now  to  an  examination  of  the 
chief  occurrences  of  the  twelvemonth,  we 
come  first  of  all  to  the  literary  ventures  by 
which  it  has  been  marked,  among  which  we 
willingly  accord  the  first  place  to  the  publi- 
cation of  The  PhilateVical  Journal,  It  has 
proved  itself  a  most  able  coadjutor  in  the 
study  of  stamps,  and  its  conductors  have  been 
animated  throughout  by  a  desire  to  servo  the 
best  interests  of  the  science.  Fully  con- 
vinced, as  we  are,  that  there  "is  room 
enough  for  all,'*  we  wish  our  contemporary 
good  speed,  and  regret  the  momentary  stop- 
page which  his  unfortunately  resulted  from 
the  illness  of  its  esteemed  editor.  Wo  trust 
also  that  before  long  we  may  be  favoured 
with  his  long-promised  essay  on  "Perfo- 
rations," and  his  "  History  and  Catalogue  of 
Postal  Reprints."  Next  in  importance  to 
the  Birmingham  journal  comes  the  Gazette 
lies  Timbres,  edited  by  Dr.  Magnus.  If  we 
do  not  place  it  on  the  same  level  with  the 
former,  it  is  simply  because  it  treats  not  only 
of  postage  stamps,  but  of  a  crowd  of  fiscals, 
in  which  we  trust  it  will  be  long  before 
English  philatelists  take  an  interest.  In  as 
far  as  the  postal  section  is  concerned,  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  a  paper  edited  by  Dr. 
Magnus  can  hardly  be  surpassed.  His  as- 
sumption of  the  editorial  chair  is  a  subject 
for  congratulation,  and  we  doubt  not  but 
that  the  Oazetts  will  render  even  greater 
service  than  did  the  defunct  Timhrophile, 
Among  minor  lights  may  be  reckoned  The 
Stamp-Collector^ 8  Joumal,which  after  shining 
through  a  few  numbers  merged  its  existence 
in  that  of  The  American  Journal  of  Philately, 
a  magazine  which  has  fairly  held  its  place 
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througbout  the  year,  and,  if  wo  may  jadge 
by  tbe  last  two  Dumbers,  has  decided  on 
making  a  worthy  effort  to  attain  a  higher 
position  as  an  authority  in  philatelic  matters. 
Across  the  Atlantic  The  Canadian  Philatelist 
has  appeared,  disappeared,  and  reappeared, 
we  trust,  for  good.  As  there  are  certainly 
a  great  many  collectors  in  the  Dominion,  the 
journal  should  meet  with  wide  support ;  and 
its  existence  will,  we  hope,  prove  an  incite- 
ment to  philatelic  students  in  that  part  of  the 
world  to  make  public  the  results  of  their 
labours.  To  the  foregoiug  might  be  added 
the  names  of  half  a  dozen  journalettes  pub- 
lished in  the  United  States.  These  journals 
form  an  index  of  the  popularity  of  collecting, 
and  contain  occasional  items  of  interest,  but 
they  are  too  small  to  do  much  real  good. 
The  old-established  journals,  consisting  of 
Le  Timbre-Poste  (a  magazine  of  exactly  the 
same  age  as  the  S.  C.  M.)  and  The  PhiUUdist, 
have  maintained  their  reputation  as  standard 
authorities;  and  we  trust  we  may  be  permitted 
to  claim,  without  vanity,  that  we  have  fulfilled 
the  promise,  made  a  year  since,  that  we  would 
sustain  the  excellence  of  this,  the  oldest  estab- 
lished of  English  philatelic  organs. 

The  issue  of  fresh  editions  of  the  popular 
prepared  albums  has  occurred  almost  as  a 
matter  of  course,  and  forms  a  faithful  in- 
dication of  the  sustained  interest  in  the 
pursuit.  Moens',  Stafford  Smith's,  and 
Oppen*8,  all  have  their  champions,  and  do 
their  work  as  aids  to  collectors  who  are 
unwilling  or  unable  to  arrange  their  posses- 
sions in  blank  albums.  In  like  manner,  the 
leading  dealers  continue  to  publish  their 
price  catalogues,  which,  if  they  do  not  contain 
a  reference  to  the  minor  varieties,  are  toler- 
ably complete  as  to  the  normal  ones.  To  the 
list  of  descriptive  catalogues,  no  addition  has 
to  be  made,  save  that  of  M.  Moens*  partly- 
issued  work.  Among  English  publications. 
Dr.  Grny's  catalogue  still  retains  its  su- 
premacy, and  we  trust  the  new  year  will  bring 
a  new  edition  of  this  old  favourite.  Mr.  Pem- 
berton  holds  out  the  promise  of  a  catalogue 
which  shall  include  all  known  varieties,  and 
we  earnestly  hope  that  this  promise  will 
be  realised  at  no  distant  date,  lileanwhile. 
Dr.  Magnus  has  commenced,  in  his  journal' 
the  publication  of  a  similar  work,  but'  it  mu^t 


inevitably  take  a  long  time  to  collect,  in  this 
way,  sufficient  ''copy"  to  make  a  separate 
volume. 

The  general  bent  of  study  this  year  has 
been  in  conformity  with  the  tenets  of  the 
"  French "  or  advanced  school ;  even  the 
papers  nominally  intended  for  tbe  guidance 
of  beginners  showing  a  considerable  tendency 
towards  the  admission  of  varieties  of  second- 
ary importance.  This  same  tendency  has 
also  been  manifested,  to  a  certain  extent,  even 
by  our  American  cousins,  heretofore  the 
determined  opponents  of  the  recognition  of 
perforation,  paper,  and  watermarks.  On  tbe 
other  hand,  it  is  our  duty  to  notice  the  occur- 
rence of  a  certain  reaction  in  this  country 
against  the  too  great  extension  of  the  bound- 
aries of  the  science. 

The  gains  of  the  year,  in  the  matter  of 
philatelic  knowledge,  are  by  no  means  un- 
important. The  emissions  of  the  Dominican 
Republic,  Turkey,  Hawaii,  La  Guaira,  and 
Trinidad,  have  been  ably  analysed  in  the 
pages  of  our  contemporaries,  and  in  our  own 
the  uncertainties  which  surrounded  the  first 
issues  of  Moldavia  have  been  definitely  cleared 
up,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  classification  of  the  United  States  locals, 
and  a  commencement  has  been  made  of  the 
history  of  the  little-known  Californian  emis- 
sions. These  are  a  few  of  the  leading  studies 
of  the  year,  to  which  must  be  added  the 
gibbeting  of  forged  stamps,  by  Mr.  Atlee,  in 
The  Philatelist y  and  the  exposures  of  the 
dealers  in  forgeries,  which  have  appeared  in 
our  own  and  our  Birmingham  contemporary's 
columns.  The  cauapaign  against  the  roguish 
dealers  has,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  been 
attended  with  the  happiest  results.  That 
the  good  thus  done  may  be  made  permanent, 
we  appeal  to  our  friends  to  do  their  best  to 
increase  the  circulation  of  the  respectable 
journal8,and  we  propose  to  set  apart  a  column 
every  month,  in  which  to  advertise  constantly 
the  names  of  all  dealers  who  are,  or  have 
been,  discovered  to  be  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
forged  stamps. 

The  attention  paid  to  the  wants  of  that 
very  numerous  class  which  is  composed  of 
young  or  inexperienced  collector.**,  is  a  subject 
for  congratulation.  The  *'  Papers  for  Begin- 
ners "  which  are  Joeing  published   in  these 
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pages,  initiated  the  movement,  and  have  been 
favoared  with  far  wider  approval,  and  greater 
consideration,  than  their  author  had  antici- 
piated.  Dr.  Magnus,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water,  has  begun  the  issue  of  a  similar  series 
of  papers  for  the  benefit  of  French  collectors, 
written  in  that  attractive  style  of  which  ho 
is  so  peculiarly  master,  and  The  Atnerican 
Journal  of  Pkilately,  we  are  happy  to  see,  has 
commenced  the  publication  of  "Notes  for 
Novices,"  and  "  Papers  for  Purchasers." 
These  introductions  to  la  Juiute  philatiUe  are 
certainly  needed,  and  they  form  a  suitable 
foundation  for  papers  of  a  moro  erndite 
character,  such  as  the  "  Notes  for  Collectors" 
which  appear  in  these  pages^  or  the  Gatalogtie 
Rcusonne  of  Dr.  Magnus. 

We  have  dwelt  thus  lengthily  on  the  con- 
tents of  the  journals,  as  it  is  principally 
thereby  that  the  activity  of  the  philatelic 
world  can  be  gauged.  The  Philatelic  Society 
of  London  has  not  fulfilled  the  expectations 
at  one  time  entertained,  that  it  would  become 
the  medium  of  communication  between  col- 
lectors in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  of  all 
shades  of  opinion.  Its  failure  to  do  so  may 
have  arisen  from  the  fact,  that  the  journals 
have  always  offered  all  needful  facilities  for 
the  publication  of  intelligence,  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  disputed  questions.  We  had  cer- 
tainly hoped  to  see  established  branch  so- 
cieties in  all  the  leading  provincial  towns,  but 
we  are  now  convinced  that  this  cannot  be. 
Whether,  however,  a  general  congress,  or 
conference,  might  not  be  feasible  is  another 
affair.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  one 
might  be  held  next  year  in  Paris — say,  in 
the  month  of  August  or  September — the 
exact  date  to  be  fixed  later  on ;  and  we  purpose 
inviting  such  of  our  readers  as  may  desire  to 
be  present  thereat  to  inform  us  in  advance. 
We  take  leave  to  recommend  our  confiens, 
should  their  opinion  be  the  same  as  ours  with 
regard  to  a  congress,  to  adopt  a  similar 
course,  as  when  once  the  number  of  intending 
visitors  be  approximately  ascertained,  ar- 
rangements might  be  made  for  putting  the 
scheme  into  a  definite  shape. 

Turning  now  to  the  emissions  of  the  year, 
we  find  a  very  varied  list  before  us,  in  which 
the  series  of  Fiji  and  Japan  hold  the  most 
prominent   places.     These   strange   visitors 


surprise  us  less  than  they  would  have  done  a 
few  years  back.  Postage  stamps  have  been 
issued  for  so  many  outlandish  places,  that  no 
new  emission,  however  secluded  or  uncivi- 
lised its  place  of  origin,  excites  an  amount  of 
attention  equal  to  that  which  it  would  have 
received  when  this  magazine  was  in  its 
second  or  third  volume,  and  this  is  the  natural 
result  of  a  close  and  constant  acquaintance 
with  stamps,  and  of  the  regular  apparition 
of  novelties.  The  Japanese  labels,  however, 
so  curious  in  their  design  and  in  all  their  de- 
tails, could  not  make  their  entrance  into  our 
albums  without  evoking  the  display  of  an  un- 
unusual  degree  of  interest;  and  the' Fijian 
stamps,  though  undistinguished  by  any  de- 
vice connecting  them  pointedly  with  the 
native  islands,  are  valued  from  the  striking 
evidence  they  bring  of  the  march  of  civili- 
sation in  Polynesia. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  foregoing  come 
the  is'^ues  of  the  British  colonies.  Western 
Australia  has  added  to  its  attractive  designs 
one  yet  more  elegant  and  more  finely  exe- 
cuted— that  of  the  threepence  fawn.  Our 
very  old  acquaintances,  the  Cingalese  stamps, 
with  value  in  pence,  after  passing  through 
various  editions  and  changes  of  colour,  per- 
foration, <&(>.,  have  been  at  length  set  aside, 
their  homely  designs  being  succeeded  by 
those  of  a  new  set,  with  value  in  cents,  Tho 
new  Cingalese  are  of  tho  usual  De  La  Rue 
type,  handsome  and  delicate ;  but  whilst 
aidmitting  their  excellence,  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  regretting  that  they  should  give  fresh 
proof  of  the  too  great  uniformity  of  Messr?. 
De  La  Rue's  fabrications.  In  their  designs 
the  changes  are  rung  ad  injinilum  on  the 
arrangement  of  the  border,  but  that  is  alL 
The  fancy  portrait  remains  always  the  same, 
always  diademed,  always  facing  the  left. 
The  eh  gravers,  however,  are  perhaps  less 
to  blame  than  their  patrons,  the  colonial 
officials,  who  sacrifice  all  other  considerations 
to  a  love  of  cheapness,  combined  with  a 
show  of  loyalty. 

The  Sierra  Leone  set  forms  a  welcome 
reinforcement  to  the  hitherto  solitary  postal 
representative  of  that  colony,  even  though 
the  designs  of  the  new  comers  be  less  graceful 
than  those  of  the  majority  of  the  stamps 
"  launched  "  by  the  same  firm. 
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Prince  Edward  Island  has  given  us  a  new 
series,  composed  of  types  of  uoeqaal  merit 
and  inferior  execution  ;  and  the  emission  was 
hardly  completed,  before  the  appearance  of  a 
forgery  of  one  of  the  values — the  four  cents 
— 'which  surprised  everyone,  from  its  clos^ 
imitation  of  the  genuine ;  added  to  this,  a 
fictitious  value — the  10  c. — was  concocted, 
and  palmed  ofi*  on  the  cautious  editor  of  Le 
Tlmhre-Poste,  When  we  have  mentioned  the 
issue  of  a  halfpenny  stamp  for  Jamaica,  and 
of  a  ten  penny  adhesive  and  two  envelopes 
for  Mauritius,  wo  have  completed  the  list  of 
important  additions  to  our  colonial  series. 

Among  the  other  notabilities  of  the  year,  we 
must  not  forget  the  stamps  of  the  Portuguese 
Indies,  which,  in  their  exceeding  roughness 
and  crudenoss,  carry  us  back  to  the  time 
when  colonial  first  emissions  were  nearly 
always  of  native  manufacture.  That  they 
will  soon  be  succeeded  by  a  better  executed 
type  is  only  a  reasonable  expectation.  The 
Persian  stamps,  referred  to  at  greater  length 
in  another  part  of  this  number,  are  deserving 
of '* honourable  mention";  but  whether  they 
really  are  "this  year's  birds,*'  remains  to 
be  seen.  The  type,  at  any  rate,  is  one  with 
which  we  have  been  long  acquainted. 

In  Europe,  there  has  been  no  lack  of  new 
emissions.  To  begin  at  home,  our  own 
country  has  issued  a  new  sixpenny,  of  a 
design  which  is  at  once  novel  and  effective ; 
France  has  begun  to  employ  a  new  type; 
Holland  has  produced  a  handsome  series, 
graced  by  an  unusually  exact  portrait  of  the 
king;  Spain  also,  after  months  of  hesitation, 
has  adopted  a  type  containing  a  full-face, 
and  by  no  means  complimentary  portrait  of 
its  new  monarch  ;  Russia  and  Finland  have 
brought  out  post  cards ;  Norway  has  started 
a  fresh  design  for  its  adhesives ;  Rqu mania 
has  obtained  a  set  of  stamps  from  Paris, 
copied,  in  all  respects,  from  the  current 
French ;  Germany  has  come  into  the  field 
with  two  series,  the  second  diifcring  from 
the  first  only  in  the  size  of  the  arms ;  and  Inst, 
but  not  least,  a  number  of  Russian  locals 
have  been  issued  or  discovered.  The  interest 
felt  in  these  stamps  is  considerable,  and  is 
fully  warranted  by  their  unquestionably 
official  character,  as  also  by  the  peculiar 
circumstances  which  govern  their  emission. 


They  offer  a  more  tempting  field  to  the 
collector  of  locals  than  do  the  issues  of  the 
American  private  offices,  as  there  are  no 
reprints,  forgeries,  or  bogus  issues  to  confuse 
the  student,  and  there  is  hardly  a  design 
on  the  Russian  stamps  which  does  not  possess 
a  history  of  its  own. 

If  from  the  past  wo  turn  to  the  future,  we 
find  an  emission  for  Burmah  among  the  pro- 
babilities. The  ambassadors  fromi  the  em- 
peror  of  that  remote  country  are  now  making 
the  tour  cf  the  European  courts,  and  it  will 
surprise  us  if  the  postal  service  in  civilized 
parts  does  not  make  as  ereat  an  impression 
on  them  as  it  evidently  did  on  the  Japanese 
envoys.  Among  other  "  may-be's"  the  is- 
sue of  a  new  set  for  Servia  should  be 
counted;  the  South  African  republic  also 
owes  us  a  new  and  improved  design  ;  Siberia 
has  been  talked  of  as  likely  to  issue  stamps; 
and  the  Spanish  possessions  will  be  supplied 
with  a  fresh  portrait  of  the  king. 

Our  review  would  be  incomplete  did  we 
not  mention  the  increased  favour  with  which 
telegraph  stamps  have  been  regarded.  Due 
recognition  has  been  accorded  to  them  as 
twin-brethren  to  the  postal  emissions,  and 
one  of  our  contemporaries  has  commenced  the 
publication  of  a  catalogue  of  them,  which  in- 
cludes the  labels  of  private  companies.  For 
our  own  part,  we  feel  inclined  to  restrict  our- 
selves to  the  more  interesting  and  better  ac- 
credited government  emissions  ;  and  to  these 
we  purpose  shortly  turning  our  attention. 

We  have  now  only  left  to  us  the  pleasant 
duty  of  wishing  our  readers  A  vebt 
Merry  Christmas. 


THE  POST  OFFICE  PAVILION  OF 

THE  MOSCOW 

RETROSPECTIVE  EXHIBITION. 

On  the  11th  June  last  there  was  opened 
at  Moscow,  on  the  occasion  of  the  fetes 
given  in  honour  of  Peter  the  Great,  a 
grand  retrospective  exhibition,  comprising 
among  others  a  post-office  pavilion.  This 
pavilion  (says  the  Nord^  whence  we  borrow 
the  following  interesting  details)  was  situ- 
ated in  the  second  garden  of  the  Kremlin, 
and  was  of  very  elegant  constraction.  It 
contained  all  the  objects  connected  with  the 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


181 


postal  service,  and  gave  a  very  exact  idea  of 
the  development  of  the  postal  relations  from 
the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great  down  to  the 
present  time.    Nowhere  does  the  service  ofifer 
so  much  variety  as  in  Bassia,  where  the  mail 
is  transported  by  train,  in  covered  carts,  on 
sledges,  in  steam-boats,  in  canoes,  on  horse- 
back, ox-back,  and  camel-back,  and  even  by 
carriers  on  foot  in  places  where  no  other 
animal    than   man    coald    pnsb   his  way. 
With  this  idea,  the  postal  administration  got 
together  a  very   remarkable    collection   of 
pictures  and  groups,  representing  the  differ- 
ent methods  hy  which  letters  are  conveyed. 
Besides  this  there  was  a  most  complete 
collection  of  pictures  illustrating  the  gradual 
spread  of  the  postal  system  from  the  days  of 
Peter  the  Great,  when  regnlar  communica- 
tions were  only  established  between  Moscow 
and  a  few  towns  in  the  west,  down  to  the 
present  year,  when  the  network  of  postal 
communications  envelops  the  entire  extent 
of  the  vast  empire  of  Russia,  from  its  borders 
on  the  European  side,  right  into  the  heart  of 
Asia  and  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
Other    pictures  and  engravings    contained 
views  of  the  principal  streams  and  mountains 
showing  the  points  at  which  the  post  crosses, 
and    among  the    most    interesting  of  the 
gronps  modelled  in  wax  was  one  which  re- 
presented the  passage  of  the  mails  through 
the  transcaucasian  defiles.      There  was  also 
a  collection  of  carrier-pigeons,  and  a  model 
of  the  post-cart  of  the  extreme  north,  repre- 
Benting  a  postal  sledge  harnessed  hy  dogs 
and  reindeer. 

The  postal  exhibition  contained,  moreover, 
the  most  complete  colleotion  of  postage 
stamps  and  stamped  envelopes,  together 
with  the  different  receptacles  for  the  corres- 
pondence, such  as  valises,  sacks,  <fec.,  not  to 
mention  that  the  actual  sorting  and  re- 
forwarding  of  the  letters  was  conducted  in 
public  in  an  office  worked  by  employes  of 
the  Moscow  post-office,  much  to  the  satisfac- 
tion both  of  the  exhibitors  and  the  visitors, 
the  latter  being  thus  able  to  receive  and 
forward  their  correspondence  without  quit- 
ting the  ground. 

Several  foreign  post-offices  deemed  it  an 
lionour,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Peter  the  Great,  to  exhibit  ther  models,  <fec.. 


by  the  side  of  those  of  the  Russian  adminis- 
tration. Thus  the  postal  departments  of 
Germany,  Austria,  Sweden,  and  the  United 
States  forwarded  their  maps,  plans,  and 
representations  of  all  their  postal  materiel^ 
thus  enabling  the  public  (the  Russian  em- 
ployes included)  to  make  useful  and 
judicious  comparisons  on  the  extent  of  the 
development  of  the  postiil  service  in  different 
countries. 


WHAT  IS  A  POSTAGE   STAMP? 


BY  OVKBY  TAYLOR. 


(Second  Article,) 

I  HAVE  read  with  much  interest  the  replies 
which  have  appeared  in  The  8 lamp-Collector^ 8 
Mofjazine  and  The  Philatelist  to  my  inquiry, 
"  What  is  a  Postage  Stamp  ?  '*  and  as  I 
believe  it  to  be  of  importance  that  we  should 
arrive  at  some  clear  and  logical  definition  of 
the  term,  I  take  leave  to  examine  the 
arguments .  which  have  been  advanced  by 
those  who  are  disposed  to  give  an  answer  to 
the  query,  more  or  less  differing  from  my 
own. 

I  take  Mr.  Atleo's  letter  first,  because  his 
conclasions  approach  nearer  to  mine.  He  is 
disposed  to  agree  with  me,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, as  to  the  rejection  of  official  and  un- 
paid-letter stamps,  and  as  to  the  acceptance 
of  registration  and  too-late  stamps.  His 
principal  difficulty  is,  that  with  regard  to 
unpaid- letter  stamps.  No  fair  reason,  he 
argaes,  can  be  given  for  excluding  the  large 
impressed  figures  or  mere  penmarks  by  which 
countries  such  as  oar  own  indicate  the 
amount  to  be  paid  by  the  receiver  of  a  letter. 
But  I  think  there  is  a  reason,  and  a  very 
strong  one  too.  Whilst  adhesive  stamps, 
as  I  pointed  out  in  my  previous  article,  are 
the  legitimate  offshoots  of  the  postal  system, 
handstruck  or  written  figures  are  the  relics  of 
llie  old  system  which  it  superseded.  The 
offices  which  use  them  have  not  yet  perceived 
the  utility  of  employing  stamps  for  the  col- 
lection of  unpaid  postage,  they  find  the  old 
plan  works  satisfactorily ;  but  so  long  as  they 
continue  to  use  pen-and-ink,  or  handstamps, 
they  are,  in  this  particular  branch  of  the 
service,  a  quarter  of  a  century  behind  the 
age.     The  collection  of  postage  by  means  of 
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stamps  was  nn  cssoniial  concomitant  of  the 
adoption  of  Rowland  HilVs  scheme ;  without 
stamps  it  coald  not  have  worked,  and, 
therefore,  I  argue  that  philatelists  may,  with- 
out inconsistency,  reject  those  hand  marks 
which,  long  before  the  introdaction  of  cheap 
postage,  were  used  to  show  the  amount  of 
postage  payable  on  delivery.  I  willinjjly 
admit  that  this  argument  has  only  recently 
presented  itself  to  me,  and  I  have  to  thank 
Mr.  Atleo  for  it,  for  it  was  upon  facing  his 
objection,  that  I  arrived  at  it.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add,  that  my  observations  do 
not  apply  to  handstamped  adhesives  or 
envelopes  proper,  which  are  issued  to  the 
public.  As  to  the  official  stamps,  for  the 
reasons  already  given,  my  own  opinion  is 
that  neither  adhesives  nor  impressed  are 
properly  collectable ;  but  with  regard  to  the 
former,  many  collectors  would  rather  trans- 
gress the  bounds  of  logic,  than  turn  them  out 
of  their  albums. 

The  editor  of  The  Philatelist  cannot  have 
read  the  whole  of  my  observations  in  the 
September  number  of  The  Stamp-Odlector^s 
Magazine^  or  he  would  hardly  assert  that  I 
make  prepayment  the  spinal  man-ow  of  a 
postage  stamp.  If  he  will  kindly  refer  to 
vcij  remarks  respecting  unpaid-letter  stamps, 
he  will  find  that  I  argue  for  their  inclusion, 
because,  *'  though  these  stamps  do  not  prepay, 
they,  nevertheless,  represent  pontage  ;**  but  I 
do  think  that  payment  of  the  stipulated 
value  at  one  end  or  the  other  is  necessary  to 
constitute  a  postage  stamp.  The  learned 
editor  inveighs  against  any  attempt  to  curtail 
the  borders  of  philately.  In  this  I  cannot 
but  think  he  shows  a  certain  degree  of  in- 
consistency. He  is  willing  to  make  use  of 
the  argument  of  logicality  to  justify  the  col- 
lection  of  varieties  of  perforation,  paper,  <feo., 
but  objects  to  it  when  its  application  would 
tend  in  any  degree  to  limit  the  number  of 
collectable  stamps.  K'ow,  what  I  venture 
strongly  to  condemn  is  the  attempt  to  invest 
certain  stamps  with  attributes  they  do  not 
possess  for  the  sake  of  rendering  them  ob- 
jects of  collection.  It  is  a  very  arbitrary 
way  of  going  to  work  to  say,  Let  us  call  a 
returned-letter  stamp  a  postage  stamp,  that 
we  may  collect  it.  If  that  be  the  proper 
course  to  pursue,  there  is  nothing  to  be  said, 


for  from  the  moment  a  label  is  chronicled  or 
catalogued  it  becomes  de  facto  a  postage 
stamp.  The  editor  of  The  Philatelist  advo- 
cates the  admission  of  '*  labels  of  a  quasi- 
postal  character," — but  why  ?  Where  is  the 
necessity  for  this  vague  and  indefinite  exten- 
sion of  the  philatelic  field  ?  With  a  single, 
clear,  and  well-defined  object  in  view,  a  col- 
lector knows  what  he  is  about,  and  has 
something  to  strive  for;  but  divided  aims 
may  well  lead  to  a  diluted  interest  being 
taken. 

The  editor  of  The  Philatelist  in  one  sen- 
tence speaks  of  the  *'  tendency  to  yield  points 
of  more  or  less  importance  to  the  science;" 
in  another  he  says,  *'  Lfct  each  individoal 
collector  do  as  he  likes."  Here  again  it 
appears  to  me  his  remarks  involve  a  con- 
tradiction. If  the  editor  regards  philately 
as  a  science,  it  is  equivalent  to  admitting  that 
the  pursuit  of  collecting  must  be  guided  by 
certain  rules,  and  the  very  first  of  such  rules 
must  be  that  which  defines  collectable  stamps. 
Nothing  can  be  more  fatal  to  philately  as 
a  science  than  the  mere  fact  of  such  a 
distinguished  student  as  the  editor  of  The 
Philatelist  telling  collectors  to  do  as  they 
please.  It  is  true,  he  adds  to  this  the  n>- 
commendation  not  to  "tamper  with  that 
science  which  delights  us  all ;"  but  that  must 
be  a  curious  science  which  admits  of  everyone 
doing  just  as  he  likes,  and  still  collecting 
scientifically.  Would  it  not  be  better  if  a 
congress,  or  conference,  of  some  kind  could 
be  held,  having  for  its  principal  object  the 
declaration  of  certain  leading  principles  or 
rules,  to  be  subscribed  by  those  present? 
Then  we  should  have  a  definite  standard  to 
goby. 

For  my  own  part,  I  beg  respectfully  to 
object  to  arbitrary  definitions  of  the  term 
postage  stamp — spch  as  that  of  *'  P.  L  A.,"  in 
the  October  number  of  The  Stamp-Cdledort 
Magazine — made  for  the  purpose  of  justifying 
the  collection  of  all  classes  of  labels.  It 
appears  to  me  like  beginning  at  the  wrong 
end.  It  is  not  necessary  to  find  out  what 
labels  collectors  are  in  the  habit  of  accepting, 
and  then  to  christen  them  all  postage  stamps. 
It  would  be  more  reasonable  to  determine 
first  of  all  what  is  a  postage  staiiip  in  the 
true  acceptation  of  the  term,  and  having  thus 
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obtained  a  definition  in  accordance  with  facf^ 
it  woald  follow  that  all  stamps  which  it  did 
not  cover  were  without  the  pale.  This 
would  not  prevent  individuals  from  accepting 
mere  postal  stamps  if  they  chose,  but  sncb 
stamps  would  be  relegated  to  their  proper 
place,  and  would  cease  to  receive  an  amount 
of  attention  and  study  which,  taken  as  a 
whole,  they  are  not  worth.* 

SIDNEY  SIMPSON  &  CO.,  OP  HULL, 
DEALERS  IN  FORGED  STAMPS. 

We  open  our  columns  willingly  to  give  an 
advertisement,  gratis,  to  the  above-mentioned 
firm,  and  we  only  trust  it  will  be  seen  and 
read  by  all  our  readers.  Messrs.  Sidney 
Simpson  &  Co.  will  not,  perhaps,  like  the 
qualification  which  follows  their  name,  but  it 
expresses  the  simple  facK  It  is  a  twelve- 
month since  we  firat  published  their  address, 
as  a  warning  to  collectors,  and  they  have 
since  been  pilloried  in  tho  "  Black  List "  of 
The  Philatelical  Journal. 

The  circumstances  under  which  we  have 
come  into  possession  of  evidence  of  their 
dealing  are  simply  these:  A  short  time 
since,  a  friend  of  Messrs.  Taylor  &  Son, 
Stationers,  of  Scarborough,  received  from 
Sidney  Simpson  &  Co.  a  sheet  of  forged 
stamps  on  sale,  and  Messrs.  Taylor  have 
kindly  forwarded  it  to  us,  together  with  tho 
circulars  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

The  sheet  is  a  ruled  one,  contains  98 
labels,  in  seven  rows  of  fourteen,  and  bears 
the  following  legend  at  the  top,  in  one  line : 

*'  Foreign  Postal  Stamps  for  Collectors, 
all  at  Id.  each.  .No " 

In  fact,  except  for  a  slight  change  in  the 
wording  and  disposition  of  the  lettering,  it 
is  identical  in  all  respects  with  the  sheets  of 

*  Slnco  the  above  has  been  in  type  I  have  read  the 
observationa  of  my  learned  friend,  Senor  Pardo  de 
Fi^eroa,  in  reply  to  my  queries.  I  regret,  but  am  not 
altogether  surprised,  that  he  should  disagree  with  my 
conclusions,  especially  as  regards  the  collection  of  oflBcial 
stamps.  To  him  the  question  **  What  is  a  postsge  stamp  ? " 
is  no  more  a  question  than  "  Who  was  the  father  of 
Zebedee's  children?"  and  he  declares  himself  to  be  in 
fovour  of  the  admission  of  all  classes.  He  does  not, 
however,  support  his  declaration  by  any  reason  whatever. 
L,  on  my  side,  must  therefore  content  myself  by  rc^istei- 
ingit. 


forgeries  sent  out  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Dixon,  of 
Hull,  and  exposed  at  p\ge  171  of  our  last 
volume.  Nearly  all  the  counterfeits  are  of 
the  commonest  class,  and  are  old  acquaint- 
ances; wo  recognise  among  them  the  too- 
familiar  Mexican,  Pacific  Steam  Navigation 
Co.,  and  first  issue  Brazil ;  the  current  Boli- 
vian, tho  Paraguay  essay,  the  forgery  of  tho 
Quateniala  invention,  and  tho  new  series  for 
tho  Dutch  Indies.  One  or  two  novelties  are 
added  to  keep  pace  with  the  times ;  notably 
the  penny  and  threepenny  Fiji.  They  oajlit 
not  to  impose  on  anyone,  but  it  is  to  bo 
feared  that  a  great  many  young  lads  are 
swindled  out  of  their  money;  and  it  is  a 
great  pity  that  tho  matter  has  not  hitherto 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  police. 
However,  we  trust  that  tho  day  of  legal  pro- 
secutions is  not  far  distant.  Meanwhile,  wo 
fire  determined  to  do  our  best  to  put  down 
so  abominable  a  system. 

That  tho  trade  in  forgeries  is  a  lucrative 
one  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  Messrs. 
Sidney  Simpson  &  Co.  can  offer  their  penny 
counterfeits  at  tenpence  a  dozen,  and  still 
allow  a  commission  oifivepence  in  the  shilling 
to  the  persons  who  are  foolish  enough  to  act 
as  their  agents ;  in  other  words,  they  can 
afford  to  sell  them  at  sixpence  per  dozen  nefy 
and   still   clear    a    good    profit.      lu    their 
packets  the  same   forgeries   are  quoted  as 
on  the  sheets.     For  a  shilling  they  offer 
stamps  of   Bolivia,   Paraguay,    Hayti,   and 
Ecuador,  "  and  other  equally  rare  varieties ; " 
and  the  bait  by  which  unsophisticated  buyers 
are  attracted  is  the  obliteration  of  all  the 
specimens.     It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated 
that  obliteration,  in  itself,  offers  no  guarantee 
of  genuineness  ;  and  there  is  another  equally 
important  fact  which  requires  to  bo  impres- 
sed on  young  collectors,  which  is,  that  no 
stamp  which  is  sold  at'  so  low  a  price  as  a 
penny  can  possibly  be  rare.     Lastly,  let  "be- 
ginners," whatever  their  age,  be  careful  to 
observe  whether  the  stamps  which  may  be 
offered    to    them    are    guaranteed    to     be 
genuine ;  if  not,  the  stamps  are  almost  cer- 
tain to  be  forged. 

RoMAONA  Stamps. — Cleyer  obliterated  forgeries  of 
these  stamps  are  now  being  offered  for  sale  by  Italian 
dealers :  a  full  description  of  them  will  bo  given  in  our 
January  number. 
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NEWLT-ISSUEn  OE  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Guatemala. — The  annexed  engraving,  copied 
from  R  very  liSavily- marked  8()ecinieQ  of  tlie 
atamp  it  professes  to  represent,  first  appeared 
in  the  Belgian  journal  for 
last  month,    whose    pro- 
prietor we  have  to  thank 
for  the  use  of  it.     It  does 
not  profess  to  be  a  correct 
copy  of  the  design,  and 
we  have  reason  to  believe 
it  to  be  a  very  incorrect 

^____ one.     We  do  not  posECss 

a  specimea  of  this  one 
peso  stamp ;  bnt  we  have  a  rather  badly- 
inarked  specimen  of  another  valae — the  4 
roales — and  presume  the  design  of  the  two 
stamps  to  lie  identical.  Starting  with  this  as- 
samption,  we  find  that  the  arms  on  the  shield 
are  totally  different  from  those  on  the  engrav- 
ing. The  centra)  item  in  the  device  is  an  up- 
right blank  scroll,  with  a  blank  band  below, 
and,  as  nearly  as  wc  can  mnke  ont,  the  hilts  of 
two  crossed  swords,  of  which  the  points  pro- 
ject, one  on  either  side,  bohiiiS  the  scroll. 
On  the  left  side,  what  should  be  the  half  of  a 
wreath  is  clearly  visible;  but,  on  the  right 
side  there  appears  to  be  another  ornament ; 
and  there  is  something,  but  wo  cannot  make 
out  what,  perched  on  the  scroll.  The  gronnd 
of  the  shield  is  formed  of  horizontal  straight 
lines,  and  the  border,  which  surrounds  the 
shield,  has  a  dotted  ground.  Furthermore, 
liefore  and  after  the  inscription  in  the  oval 
there  is  an  elongated  rosette.  Thus  much  in 
correction  of  onr  engraving  ;  we  hope  that 
very  shortly  the  arrival  of  unased  specimens 
will  enable  us  to  give  an  exact  copy  of  the 
design.  For  stamps,  which  are  evidently  of 
native  fabrication,  the  execntion  is  certainly 
creditable.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add 
that  they,  nevertheless,  form  a  striking  con- 
trast to  the  Enished  Parisian  productions, 
which  alone  have  hitherto  been  received  from 
Gnatomala.  The  native  artists  have  copied, 
in  a  general  way,  the  disposition  of  the 
French  engraver ;  but  the  change  in  the 
arms  is  a  striking  fact,  of  which  the  expla- 
nation is  most  desirable.  The  colour  of  the 
4  reaica  is  mauve ;  that  of  the  1  peso  yel- 


low. Both  are  on  white  paper,  and  perfo- 
rated 12.  The  Philattlul  mentions  a  1  re^ 
yellow,  on  the  strength  of  a  correspondent's 
report ;  bnt  the  value  is  probably,  as  given 
by  U.  Moens,  1  peso,  though  it  may  well  be 
that  other  values  exist. 

BoDHANEA. — The    Dauubian    principalities 

have  at  length  bid  adiea 

to  lithographed  designs, 

and  now  possess  a  series 

of  stamps  brand-new  from 

Paris.    If  wedidnotivi)* 

that  they  came  from  tho 

H6tel  de  la  Monnaie,  ne 

should     very    soon    find 

out,  for  the    new    Ron- 

manian  stamps  resemble 

the  French  in  the  following  points  :  — 

1. — The  border  (Greek  patlem), 

2. — The  inscriptions  and  tbeir  disposition; 

name  of  country  above  ;   figure  of 

value  on  each  side  the  word  posta 

3. — The  circle  (pearled). 

4.— Tho  perforation  (13J)- 

5. — Tho  tinting  of  the  paper. 

6.— The  colonrs ; 
and  the  French  check-mark,  Contrule  T.  P.,  in 
a  transverse  oval,  is  found  at  the  bottom  of 
each  sheet.  Aftor  this  it  may  be  as  well  to 
state  that  the  profile  is  that  of  Prince 
Charles.  The  very  fact  that  these  stamps 
resemble,  in  so  many  particulars,  the  French, 
is  a  sufficient  testimony  to  their  elegance. 
The  values  are  as  follows  : — 

Ij  bani       olive-green  (for journals). 
3       „         bright  green. 

10  „  bright  blue. 

15  „  red-brown. 

25  „  orange. 

SO  „  rose. 

The  combinations  of  the  national  colours, 
which  marked  the  previous  series,  are  no 
longer  in  favour. 

BussiAH  Locals. — We  have  this  monlh 
two  new  locals  to  chronicle,  whose  clfums  to 
distinction  on  the  score  of  elegance  are  of  the 
slenderest.  Both  are  introduced  to  pnbUc 
notice  by  M.  Uoens. 
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Alektandrowtk  (Elcaterinoslar).— This  is 
evidently  a  type-set  stamp,  and  tlie  orna- 
ments which  form 
the  circle  benr  a 
close  resemblance 
to  the  portraits  of 
the  house-fly  which 
adorn  the  fatal  fly* 
papers.  The  in- 
scription rather  ca- 
rioasly  reads  spaup, 

BURAL  POST  Of  AI.EK- 

BANDBEisK;  and  yet 
the  stamp  really  comes  from  Aleksandrowak 
— and  not  from  Aleksandriiek,  a  small  town 
in  the  Growno  government,  which  does  not 
possess  a  raral  post,  nor  from  Aleksandrow,  in 
the  Vladimir  govorament.  The  signs  in  the 
centre  of  the  stamp  form  the  abbreviation  of 
ruToi  yont  stamp.  The  value  of  this  oddity  is 
10  kop.  The  impression  black  on  chamois- 
coloured  paper,  nn  perforated. 

Mjeff. — The  annexed  design  may,  or  may 
not,   be    that    of  a    postage    stamp.      The 
inacriplion     reads 


OF 

BJBrF.  Neither  of 
I  the  words  "post" 
'  nor  "stamp"  oo- 
cnrs,  and  it  is  far 
m  probable 
that  this  is  a  simple 
seal  of  the  rnral  ad- 
min istration.  There  is  a  second  and  similar 
type,  diSering  merely  in  the  disposition  of 
the  three  stars,  of  which  two  are  against 
the  margin  and  one  above.  Time  will  prove 
what  importance  should  he  attached  to  this 
type;  for  our  part  we  prefer  to  regard  it  as 
an  ofBcial  seal,  and  not  a  postage  stamp. 

Ckarkoff. — il.  Moens  gives  currency  to  a 
report  that  the  5  kop.  of  this  district  has 
bc«n  issned  in  blue,  as  an  unpaid-letter ' 
stamp ;  that  is  to  say  (in  so  far  as  these 
locals  are  concerned),  for  the  collection  of 
postage  on  letters  to  the  district. 

Bogorodik. — We  possess  a  blue  5  kop.  en- 
velopo  of  the  second  type.  Our  Brussels 
contemporary  also  chronicles  a  5  kop.  eavo. 
lope  of  the  first  type,  printed  deep  blue,  and  ^f 


various  sizes.  The  bine  stamps,  bands,  and 
envelopes  are  used  for  letters  from  the  dis- 
trict to  the  town,  and  the  red  (except  the 
1  kop.)  for  letters  from  the  town  to  the  dis- 
trict. The  issue  of  so  many  stamps  by  this 
post  may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  its 
importance. 

Elizawlgrai. — The  stamp  here  represented 
was  the  firft  issued  for  the  £lizavetgrad  dis- 
trict, and  was  super- 
seded by  the  similar 
design  which  we  re- 
cently reproduced. 
The  value,  it  will  be 
seen,  is  b  kop. ;  the 
colour  is  carmine. 
On  being  examined 
through  a  magnifier, 
an  inscription  is  seen 

on  the  side  of  the  book,  signifying  rural 
A  DH  IN  1ST  RATION  ACT.  In  a  short  time  we  hope 
to  be  able  to  give  our  readers  some  informa- 
tion as  to  the  general  working  of  the  system 
of 'rural  administration,  to  which  reference 
is  here  made. 

Cuba. — Another  emission !  Before  one  can 
get  on  intimate  terms  with  one  series,  another 


makes  its  appearance ;  and  what  good  pur- 
pose can  be  served  by  this  perpetual  fihuf- 
fling  of  types  we  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 
However,  our  duty  as  ushers  is  simply  to  in- 
troduce the  guests  which  claim  admission  to 
philatelic  pages,  odd  not  to  criticise  the  mo- 
tives for  their  appearance.  The  annexed  de- 
signs are  as  yet  known  only  from  proofs,  of 
which  have  been  struck  off  in  the  following 
values  :— 

Firut  type. 

12,  12|,  25,  50  c.  de  peseta. 

Second  type. 

Una  peseta. 
As  M.  Moens  Justly  observes,  it  is  probable 
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that  the  12  o.  will  not  be  issued,  the  12|  c. 
being  just  the  half  of  the  25  c.  values.  The 
colours  are  not  yet  known. 

PBRsrA. — Wo  have  received  no  further  de- 
tails  respecting  the  series  supposed  to  have 
been  recently  issued  for  this  country;  but 
we  have  had  a  communication  from  an  es- 
teemed correspondent  (Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson), 
which  leads  us  to  believe  that  the  emission 
of  the  series  took  place  a  considerable  time 
back.   Mr.  Wilson'a letter  roads  as  follows  : — 

I  notice,  in  your  magazine  for  November,  that  you 
mention  a  new  stamp  for  Persia,  as  chronicled  by  Dr. 
Magnu!>f  in  the  Gazette  dea  Titnbret ;  the  design  seeming 
familiar  to  me,  I  searched  amongst  a  quantity  of  odds  and 
ends  and  found  the  enclosed.  You  will  see  that  it  agrees 
in  every  particular  with  your  engraving,  the  only  excep- 
tion being  that  the  value  in  the  angles  la  **  1/'  instead  of 
**4"  as  figured  in  the  wood-out.  I  had  put  the  stamp 
aside  long  ago  as  a  worthless  imposture,  altnou^h,  when  I 
come  to  think,  I  must  have  possessed  it  some  time  before 
forgeries  were  manufactured ;  but  I  can  only  speak  from 
memory  as  regards  this. 

Mr.  Wilson's  specimen  answers  to  our  de- 
sign, but  differs  to  some  extent  from  Dr. 
Magnus's  description.  It  is  not  roughly 
printed ;  on  the  contrary,  every  detail  is 
clearly  visible,  and  the  paper,  though  thin,  is 
of  a  certain  consistency.  It  is  postmarked, 
and  the  look  of  the  obliteration  is  the  only 
suspicious  point  about  it,  consisting,  as  it 
does,  of  eight  horizontal  lines,  forming  part, 
apparently,  of  a  lozenge  ;  this  strikes  us  as 
being  rather  an  unlikely  mark  for  a  country 
like  Persia.  The  stamp  is  coloured  a  light 
vermilion,  and  perforated  13.  Taken  alto- 
gether, we  are  inclined  to  believe  it  to  be 
genuine,  whilst,  however,  reserving  our  final 
opinion  until  the  arrival  of  more  positive  in- 
telligence. 

Luxemburg. — A  fresh  supply  of  the  1  c, 
20  c,  and  25  c.  was  printed  off  at  Frankfort  in 
March  last.  The  first-named  value  returns 
to  the  colour  it  had  in  1865 — a  light  red- 
brown,  with  perforation  on  a  line  of  colour ; 
the  20  c.  becomes  light  chocolate,  and  the 
25  c.  dull  blue.  These  stamps  will  not  be 
issued  for  another  three  or  four  months,  says 
ltd  Timbre-Poste,  from  which  we  gather  these 
details.  It  states,  in  addition,  that  the  37^ 
centimes  is  now  a  useless  stamp,  there  being 
no  longer  any  postal  rate  corresponding  there- 
with; the  supplies  are  consequently  to  bo 
called  in,  and  the  value  of  the  stamp  will  be 


changed  to  one  franc  by  the  surcharge,  in 
black,  of  the  inscription  UN  franc  on  the 
scroll,  which  now  bears  the  present  denomi- 
nation ;  an4  when  the  stock  of  this  pro- 
visional stamp  shall  have  been  exhausted  a 
new  type  will  be  chosen. 

France. — A  committee  has  just  been  con- 
stituted by  ministerial  order,  charged  with 
the  duty  of  designating  the  modification 
which  it  may  be  desirable  to  apply  to  the 
fabrication  of  postage  stamps,  and  will  also 
have  to  decide  whether  it  would  not  be  ad- 
visable to  got  the  stamps  printed  by  prirate 
contract.  Several  deputies  have  had  inter- 
views with  the  French  finance  minister  with 
reference  to  the  reduction  of  the  interior 
postal  rate  to  20  centimes,  and  it  is  said  that 
M.  Wolowski  is  again  about  to  propose  the 
issue  of  post  cards. 

Bermuda. — The  PhilfitelUt  says:  "Some 
delay  in  the  issue  of  the  expected  threepenny 
Bermuda  stamp  has  taken  place,  owing  to 
certain  of  the  authorities  desiring  to  employ 
a  type  bearing  our  Queen  as  a  widow,  like 
that  employed  for  some  Newfoundlands  and 
Canadian  bill-stamps.  Being  deterred,  how- 
ever, by  the  representations  of  their  more 
economical  fellows  that  the  expense  would  be 
considerable,  the  head  in  present  use  will  be 
employed,  with  the  necessary  alterations." 

Argentine  REPUBmc. — The  5  c.  Rivadavia 
of  the  1864  type,  which  had  been  recalled 
into  temporary  circulation,  is  now  again  "  out 
of  commission,"  after  a  currency  lasting 
only  from  the  14th  to  the  30th  June,  a  fresh 
supply  of  the  5  c.  of  the  1867  type  having 
been  printed  off  in  red,  on  white  wove  paper, 
like  the  provisionals  of  1867.  The  impres- 
sion,  says  M.  Moens,  is  defective,  and  evi- 
dently from  a  worn  plate.  The  post-oflBce, 
it  is  stated,  has  announced  its  intention  to 
issue  two  new  stamps  this  month. 

German   Empire. — Two  new  values  have 
to  be  added  to  the  existing  series. 
2^  grosch^n      7  i-  v .  * 
9    krenzer       j  ^»^*  ^^"'^ 
The  former  is  for  the  North,  and  the  latter  for 
the  South.     These  denominations  were  very 
much  wanted,  as  they  represent  the  postal 
rate  to  the  United  States,  England,  France, 
<&c.,  and  have  hitherto  had  to  be  made  up  by 
employing  two  or  more  stamps. 
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United  States  op  CotOMSiA. — Tbe  an- 
neied  design  is  that  of 
the  cnrreat  AHOTACION 
Btamp,  whidi  ia  nsed  for 
letters  which  aro  both  re- 
gistered and  insured.  It  is 
used  in  conjanction  with 
tbeS  c.  stamp,  with  an  i(  in 
the  centre,  signifying  re- 
H'ulered,  and  ia  printed  in 
black  on  white. 

WuitTKHBURO  haaJDHt  issnedalarge  postal 
card,  Ciilonr  blue,  with  a  2  kr.  envelope 
Blnnip,  impressed  in  orange,  on  the  riglit 
opper  corner,  and  also  a  reply-paid  card,  con- 
sisting (like  that  of  Holland)  of  two  leaves, 
each  with  a  2  kr.  stamp  in  orange,  but  with 
different  inscriptions. 

New  Sodth  Wales.— M.  Uoens  gives  an 
illustration,  iu  hisonrrentninuber,  of  another 
odd  watermark,  said  to  exist  uu  the  penny 
wrappers,  bat  probably  only,  an  essay.  It 
consists  of  a  kangaroo,  sarmonntcd  by  the 
letters  a.  p.,  face  to  face  with  an  ostrich. 

Spain.— Of  the  new  series,  the  6  and  12 
cents  de  peseta,  which  have  hardly  seen  the 
light,  are,  so  it  is  said,  to  be  suppressed ; 
and  notice  has  already  been  published  by  the 
Madrid  post-office  to  that  eflect. 

Stkaits  Settlements.  —  The  Brighton 
journal  states  that  a  30  cents  stamp,  design 
similar  to  that  of  our  current  sixpenny 
brown,  is  in  preparation,  and  will  probably 
SDperaede  the  32  c. 

Mahbitids. — The  same  authority,  rectifying 
onr  own  statement,  as  well  as  that  of  Ije 
'i'imhre-Fogie,  gives  the  following  aa  the  cor- 
rect colours  of  the  new  envelopes : — 
Ten  pence  blue. 

One-and-elgbtpence  marone. 

Natal. — We  beg  to  refer  our  readers  to 
onr  "  Correspondence  "  column  for  informa- 
tion respecting  another  variety  of  the  pro- 
visional threepence. 

HuHQART. — A  newspaper  wrapper,  bearing 
an  impression  in  yellow  of  the  2  kr.  adhesive, 
and  agreeing  in  all  other  respects  with  the 
Austrian  wrapper,  has  just  been  issued. 

Jamaica. — The  new  halfpenny  stamps  for 
this  island  are  printed  in  sheets  of  240,  and 
are  watermarked  cc.  and  crown. 


AcsTiiiA. — The  3  krenzer  adhesive  and  en- 
velope are  now  printed  dull  greyish-green. 

Tkinioad. — Tlie  fourpence  comes  over  of  a 
greyish  bine. 


POST-OFFICE  AS   A  PROFESSION. 


Or  all  professions,  of  all  modes  of  earning  a 
living,  farming  and  tbe  management  of  post- 
offices  aro  the  two  oldont  in  history.  Uoth 
antedate  the  ChrJBtiau  era  by  thousands  of 
years.  Farming  began  when  Adam  and  Eve 
commenced  their  lives  outside  the  garden  of 
Eden.  Tbo  post-office  commenced  when 
men  began  to  gather  into  communities  and 
live  a  little  apart.  Our  earliest  profane  and 
religious  literature  mentions  the  post  as  an 
existing  fuct.  Queen  Jezebel  "wrote  letters 
in  Ahab's  name,  seated  them  with  his  seal, 
and  sent  the  letters  unto  the  elders  and  to 
the  nobles  in  the  city."  The  book  of  Esther 
records  that  Ahasnerus,  king  of  Persia,  dis- 
pleased at  Vasbti's  disobedienco,  sent  letters 
into  every  province  of  his  vast  empire. 
Xenophon  tolls  Qs  that  Cyrus,  when  engaged 
in  his  Scythian  expedition,  "  caused  it  to  be 
tried  how  far  a  horse  could  go  in  a  day  with- 
out baiting,  and  at  that  distance  appointed 
stages  and  men,  whose  business  it  was  to 
have  horses  always  .in  readiness,"  that  they 
might  carry  the  news  and  mails  he  sent 
home.  And  Herodotus  tells  us  there  were 
one  hundred  and  eleven  postal  stages,  each 
a  day's  journey,  between  Susa  and  the 
.^gean  sea,  and  that  at  each  stage  a  large 
and  beautiful  structure  was  erected,  with 
every  convenience   for  the  transmission  of 

But  tbe  difference  between  the  post  of 
heathen  and  of  Christian  times  is,  that  the 
one   was    only  employed    for    government 

Eurposes ;  tbe  other  is  open  to  every  citizen, 
owever  weak,  however  poor.  Tbe  same 
distinctioB  has  prevailed  even  up  to  onr  own 
day.  The  mail  service  of  China  dates  back 
far  into  antiquity,  and  four  hundred  years 
^^  there  were  ten  thousand  mail  stations  in 
that  land,  but  all  for  the  use  of  government. 
Not  until  the  present  century,  and  as  a 
practice   borrowed  from   Christian  nations, 
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did  China  permit  the  nse  of  the  mails  to  all 
who  could  pay  the  postage. 

It  was  six  hundred  years  ago  that  the  first 
regular  mail  service  was  established  in 
Europe  bj  the  Hanseatic  towns.  So  evident 
were  its  advantages,  that  Maximilian  of 
Austria  adopted  the  same  plan  throughout 
his  empire  and  Lombardy.  About  1480, 
posts  were  established  in  England  by  Edward 
IV.,  but  only  for  governmental  purposes.  It 
was  reserved  for  the  Stuarts  to  establish  a 
post-office  in  the  modem  sense  of  the  term — 
a  place  and  plan  for  the  transmission  of 
letters  at  fixed  rates,  and  open  to  all.  James 
I.  was  monarch  of  Scotland,  then  of  England, 
and  to  keep  up  the  possibility  of  correspond- 
ence between  his  two  realms,  and  to  weld 
them  into  one,  he  authorized  the  commence- 
ment of  the  mail  service  of  the  present  day. 
It  soon  became  self-supporting,  and  in  1650 
was  farmed  out  for  26,000  dollars  a  year. 
Thirty-five  years  later,  it  was  worth  325,000 
dollars  a  year.  Every  year  it  grew  and 
improved,  till  the  Duke  of  Wellington  could 
say  it  was  the  only  post-office  in  Europe  that 
did  its  work,  and  till  Lord  Macaulay  could 
call  it  **  a  splendid  triumph  of  civilization." 

The  American  post-office  is  the  child  of 
the  English,  and  equals  its  parent  in  the 
rapidity  and  safety  with  which  letters  are 
carried.  But  England  receives  a  handsome 
profit  from  the  carriage  of  letters  at  two 
cents  each,  while  the  United  States  loses  five 
millions  of  dollars  a  year  on  a  three-cent 
postage.  The  chief  difference,  or  one  of  the 
chief  differences,  between  the  two  is,  that 
England  receives  pay  for  all  the  matter 
carried  in  the  mail,  while  this  country  loses 
five  millions  *a  year  under  the  franking 
privilege.  In  all  other  respects  the  postal 
rules  of  the  two  countries  are  alike. 

Massachusetts  was  the  first  colony  that 
established  a  post-office  on  this  continent. 
As  early  as  1639  the  following  notice  was 
posted  up  in  one  of  the  straggling  streets  of 
the  little  village  of  Boston : — 

It  is  ordered  that  Bichard  Fairbank,  his  house  in 
Boston,  is  the  place  appointed  for  all  letters  which  are 
brought  from  beyond  the  seas  or  are  to  be  sent  thither ; 
and  Tie  is  allowed  for  every  letter  one  penny,  and  must 
answer  all  miscarriages  through  his  own  neglect. 

This  constituted  the  first  penny  postage  of  the 
world. 


Eighteen  years  later  Virginia  followed  her 
sister  colony  by  passing  a  law  requiring  each 
plantation  to  provide  a  messenger  who 
should  carry  government  dispatches ;  and  it 
shows  the  currency  then  in  use,  that  the 
penalty  for  failure  was  a  hogshead  of  tobacco. 

Boston  and  New  York  were  the  two  first 
cities  on  the  continent  to  be  wedded  bj 
postal  bonds.  A  monthly  mail  was  es- 
tablished between  them  as  early  as  1672. 
The  advertisement  of  this  first  mail  tran- 
sportation informs  *'  those  that  bee  disposed 
to  send  letters,  to  bring  them  to  the  Secre- 
tary's office,  where,  in  a  lockt  box,  they  shall 
be  preserved  till  the  messenger  calls  for 
them ;  all  persons  paying  the  post  before  the 
box  be  sealed  up."  The  two  post-riders  that 
then  constituted  the  whole  transportation 
force  of  the  American  continent  set  out  from 
Boston  and  New  York  simultaneously,  and, 
travelling  the  whole  week,  met  at  Saybrook, 
in  Connecticut,  the  next  Saturday  night. 
Here  they  exchanged  mails  and  congratu- 
lations, and,  resting  upon  the  Sabbath,  spent 
the  next  week  in  returning  to  their  homes. 
It  was  then  considered  very  ex|>editions  for  a 
letter  only  to  take  fourteen  days  between 
New  York  and  Boston. 

A  post-office  was  opened  in  Philadelphia 
in  1683;  and  in  1737  Benjamin  Franklin 
was  appointed  postmaster,  and  thus  gave 
notice  of  his  appointment  in  his  own  paper, 
The  Pennsijlvania  Crdzette : — 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  post-ofBoe  at  Philadel- 
phia is  now  kept  at  B.  Franklin's,  in  Market*strt!Ct,  and 
that  Henry  Pratt  is  appointed  riding  master  for  all  stsgi* 
between  Philadelphia,  Newport,  Virginia,  who  seta  out 
about  the  beginning  of  each  month,  and  returns  in 
twenty-four  days,  by  whom  gentlemen,  merchants,  and 
others  may  hare  Uieir  letters  carefully  conveyed. 

Up  to  Franklin's  time,  the  postmaster- 
general  had  been  wont  to  refuse  the  mails  to 
all  newspapers  except  his  own.  Franklin 
was  appointed  deputy  postmaster-general  in 
1753,  and  throw  open  the  mails  to  all  papers. 
He  was  the  only  head  of  the  department  irho 
in  person  visited  every  post-office  on  the 
continent.  He  greatly  increased  the  tatms- 
portation  of  the  mails.  Once  a  week  in 
summer,  once  a  fortnight  in  winter,  had  the 
mails  been  carried  between  New  York  and 
Philadelphia.  He  had  the  mails  carried 
three  times  a  week  between  the  two  cities. 
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For  forty  years  was  Franklin  employed  in 
the  poet'Office  as  postmaster,  deputy  post- 
master-general, and  postmaster-general;  and 
it  is  not  invidious  to  his  successors  to  say 
that  no  man  ever  performed  the  duties 
better.  Hia  lodger  still  remains  in  the  office 
of  the  sixth  auditor,  in  the  clear,  legible,  but 
slightly  tremulous  hand  of  the  philosophor, 
then  sixty-nine  years  old.  Many  other  doties 
did  Franklin  perform ;  but  the  post-office 
nas  his  profession,  and  occupied  nearly  all 
his  life.  When  he  entered  upon  the  duties 
of'  his  office,  there  may  have  been  forty 
persoiiB  on  this  continent  making  the  work 
of  the  post-office  their  profession.  To-day 
there  are  between  forty  and  fifty  tliousaud. 
Nearly  thirty-two  thousand  of  them  are 
postmasters ;  eight  thousand  more  are  con- 
tractors;  and  so  large  is  the  number  of 
clerks,  route  agents,  mail  messengers,  &o., 
that  there  are  in  the  United  States  to-day 
more  than  one  thousand  persons  who  make 
the  post-office  a  profession  for  one  that  lived 
by  it  when  Franklin  was  first  appointed. 


PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXIII. 

EUEOPE. 

Jirance. 

In  18C0  fresh  fucilities  for  the  transmission 
of  printed  matter  were  accorded  to  the 
pablic  by  the  reduction  of  the  rate  for  circu- 
lars to  one  centime  for  every  five  grammes. 
This  led  to  the  issue  of  the  one  centime  stamp, 
olive-green,  in  November  of  tfaat  year,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  80  c.  made  its  appearance 
in  rose,  and  the  5  c.  in  light  green. 

Up  to  this  time  no  steps  had  been  taken 
to  adopt  the  English  system  of  perforation, 
which  had  been  in  operation  for  several 
years,  and  had  already  found  favour  in  other 
countries.  In  1861,  however,  a  Paris  house, 
that  of  Messrs.  Susse  freres,  pointodly  in- 
dicated to  the  government  the  course  to  be 
taken,  by  setting  up  a  perforating  machine 
of  its  own.  It  was  originally  stated  that 
Messrs.  Susse  merely  used  the  machine  to 
perforate  the  stamps  which  they  sold  over 
I  heir  own  connter,  but,  according  to  Dr. 
Magnus,  tbey  also  perforated  the  supplies 
of    many    of  the  ordinary   slamp  retailers. 


with  whom  the  invention  became  popular, 
owing  to  the  time  it  saved  in  separating  the 
stamps.  All  the  six  values  then  current, 
viz.,  the  1  c,  5  c,  10  c,  20  c,  40  c,  and  80  c, 
exist  with  the  SoBse  perforations  (which  are 
very  large  aud  coarse),  but  Bpeoimens  are  now 
with  difficulty  obtained. 

Shortly  after  Messrs.  Sasse's  machine 
had  nommencod  working,  tho  government, 
according  to  some  authorities,  issued  a  cer* 
tain  number  of  sheets  of  the  six  values  line- 
pierced  (that  is  to  say,  pierced  with  a  series 
of  short  slits),  nud  the  same  were  pat  on 
sale  in  two  of  the  Parisian  post-offices  and  in 
several  of  the  deportments,  bat  were  soon 
withdrawn,  the  patentee  of  the  perforating 
machine  having  threatened  to  commence  au, 
action  against  the  administration  for  illegal 
imitation  of  his  process.*  Negotiations 
were  then  entered  into  with  him,  and  in  1868 
the  entire  series  made  its  appearance  offi- 
cially perforated.  According  to  M.  Moens, 
however,  the  line-pierced  stamps  were  as 
much  the  fmit  of  private  enterprise  aa  the 
Susse  aeries.t 

The  issue  of  the  perforated  stamps  did  not 
give  rise  to  any  noticeable  change  in  colonr, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  passing  observation,  thai 
this  is  the  only  occasion  on  which  an  entire 
French  series  fans,  appeared  simultaneously. 

Tiie  reduction,  already  adverted  to,  in  the 
rates  for  circulars  and  printed  matter  neces- 
sitated the  iesne  of  two  fresh  values,  and 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  to  create  a  fresh  type.  The  em- 
peror's successes  in  Italy  and  Mexico  had 
given  him  the  right  to  grace  his  brow  with  a 
wreath  of  laurels,  and  this  he  figuratively 
did  on  the  new  stamps,  as  well  as  on  the  new 
coinage.  The  two  centimes 
red-brown,  with  lanreated 
profile,  made  its  appearance 
on  the  Ist  January,  1863, 
and  the  4  c.  lavender,  of  the 
same  type,  on  the  following 
12th  of  September.  The 
execution  of  both  stamps  ia 
faultless,  and  the  portrait  of 
the  emperor  a  good  one.      In    the   design 

■  Bee  Zb  Timbrt-Posle,  toI.  v.,  p.  S. 
t  Maury  saya  nothing  dwiaive  on  the  point,  ■ 
limply  chronicles  the  cminaion  without  ea ' 
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ntility  was  consnlted  even  before  elegance, 
a  bold  figure  of  value  being  placed  in  each 
of  the  lower  angles,  and  the  word  FranQaU, 
abbreriated  in  the  previous  eminBions,  ia  here 
written  at  fall  length. 

These  two  atamps,  the  two  and  the  four 
centimeB,  have  contiuned  in  use  almost  duwn 
to  the  present  time,  and  that  without  any 
anbatantial  alteration,  though  certain  differ- 
ences in  shade  may  be  noticed.  The  4  c. 
ia  fonnd  in  a  deep  grej,  and  the  2  c.  variea 
from  light  to  dark  ;  the  design  also  on  the 
later-priuted  supplies  shows  some  traces  of 

From  1863  we  take  a  leap  to  1807,  notic- 
ing, however,  in  paasing,  the  strange  on  dit 
published  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Belgian 
journal,  to  the  efiect  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  issue  a  20  centime  adhesive  with 
a  microscopic  view  of  Poebla  in  the  centre, 
surmounted  by  a  soaring  eagle  !     It  was  in- 
deed fortunate  that  this  absuiid  project,  if  ever 
really  entertained,  wag  abandoned.     Stimps 
may  well  be  employed  to  illustrate  memorable 
events  which  have  loof;  been  embalmed  iu 
a  nation's  hiatorr,  but  it  would  be  great 
temerity  to  render  them  souvenirs  of  con- 
temporary doings,  of  which  to-morrow's  oc- 
currence may  totally  change  the  value  or 
significance.     To  resume  r    in  1867  the  four 
values  used  for  the  prepayment  of  letters, 
viz.,  10  c,  20  c,  40  c,  and  80  o.  were  issued 
with    lanreated    profile    and    with    khpibe 
Ki'AHCAia  in  TdII  ;  and  a  fifth  value  was  added, 
the  30  centimes  chocolate,  intended  fur  cor- 
respondence with  Bulginra 
if     and      Switzerland,      with 
},     which     conutriea     postal 
'{     treaties  guaranteeing  lower 
I?    rales  had  just  been   con- 
i     eluded.       The   colours   of 
K     this  series  are  bright  and 
I J    eflW:tive,    excepting    only 
that  of  the   10   centimes, 
which   valne    (it  must  also  be  observed)  is 
fonnd  in  several  shades,  from  pale  to  brown- 
ish cinnamon.      The  design  is  a  fuller  one 
than  that  of  the  previous  type,  and  is  all  the 
handsomer  for  the  broader  borders  and  more 
legible  inscriptions.     The  30  centimes  with 
ground  of  horizontal  lines  has  been  chroni- 
cled as  a  variety,  but,  as  many  (and  I  among 


the  number)  think,  in  error.  It  is  true  that 
the  later  printed  specimens  show  this  ground, 
but  I  believe  it  always  existed  and  that  it  has 
only  become  visible  from  some  change  in  the 
mode  of  impression  or  from  tbe  detorioratioa 
of  the  die.  The  seven  values  (2  c,  4  c,  10  c, 
20c.,S0c.,4Oc.,and8Oc.)madetheirappear. 
ance  about  the  end  of  18(39  unperfortitei,  but 
specimens  are  now  scarce. 

In  November,  1869,  appeared  also  tbe  long 
expected  five-franc  stamp,  of  which  an  en- 
graving ia  ao- 
nezed.    Great  F 
things      were  B 
expected    of  c 
the  eugraver,  p 
M.  Barre,  but  C 
although    the  P 
execution  was  \ 
characterised 

by  all  his  usoat  delicacy,  the  design  itself— 
copied  in  the  main  from  that  of  the  hilU 
etamps — proved  a  {;reat  disappointment.  As 
was  justly  observed,  but  for  tbe  word  tihbri- 
POSIK  the  stamp  might  well  have  been  taken 
for  a  revenue  label.  The  c-oloar  of  this  truly 
valuable  stamp  is  mauve;  the  figure  5  and 
letter  f  are  said  to  be  in  violet-blue,  but  this 
I  cannot  perceive.  That  these  signs  were 
impressed  afler  the  rest  of  the  stamp  had 
been  printed  is  evident,  as  the  grouod-work 
runs  across  them. 

The  list  of  imperial  postage  stamps  proper 
closes  with  the  1  centime  laureated,  olive- 
green,  which  was  issued  in  May,  1870,  and 
is  still  in  partial  use.  The  chiffrea-iaxe  and 
journal  stamps  remain  to  be  treated  of  sepa- 
rately, and  some  notice  will  be  necessary  of 
the  rejected  envelope  designs.  To  fid  in 
these  details,  and  retrace  the  history  of  the 
French  post-office  during  and  since  the  lata 
war,  will  be  my  task  in  the  next  paper. 

THE  PLEASANT  SHADE  POST-OFFICE. 


Is  the  course  of  my  recent  letters  on  tie 
Petersburg  stamp,  I  attempted  to  thro* 
some  light  on  the  history  of  the  very  aimilar 
Inbcl  issued  by  the  Pleasant  Shade  post-oQce. 
Since  then,  I  have  made  the  subject  one  of 
speciiil  research,  and  aided  by  corrospmdeoce 
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famished  by  Dr.  Petrie,  to  whom  my  thanks 
are  dne,  I  am  enabled  to  present  the  following 
history  of  the  office  in  question.  In  the 
coarse  of  my  investigations,  I  have  found 
that  the  information  famished  by  a  stupid 
official,  and  stated  by  him  to  consist  of  extracts 
from  post-office  directories — as  to  where 
Pleasant  Shade  existed,  &c. — is  by  no  means 
as  accurate  as  could  be  desired.  I  therefore 
deem  it  better  to  take  up  the  matter  from 
the  commencement,  and  I  would  say  that  I 
have  takon  pains  to  verify  all  the  statements 
herein  given,  so  that  they  may  be  relied 
upon  as  correct  and  accurate  in  every  par- 
ticular. 

Pleasant  Shade  is  situated  in  Greensville 
County  (not  Brunswick  County),  Virginia, 
not  far  from  Hicksford,  which  is  the  county 
town.    The  post-office  was  first  opened  in  or 
about  18«>9,  with  B.  E.  Davis  as  postmaster. 
On  the    breaking   out  of   the  war,   it,   in 
common  with  all  the  other  offices  in  the  Con- 
federacy, was  '^suspended,"  and  as  such  it 
appears  in  the  post-office  directories  of  that 
period.     "  After  this  cruel  war  was  over,"  it 
remained    closed    until    1870,    for    in    the 
directory  of  that  year,  I  find  it  among  the 
list  of  "  Post-Offices  established  from  August 
Ist,  1870,  to  January  1st,  1871."    Since  then 
it  has  been  in  active  operation.     It  will  be 
noticed  that  Mr.  Davis,  in  his  letter  copied 
below,  gives  the  date   of  the  reopening  as 
March,  1871.     The   discrepancy  of   a  few 
months  between  this  date  and  that  given  in 
the  directory,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by 
supposing   that,   although  the   Washington 
authorities  decided,  in  the  latter  part  of  1870, 
to  reopen  the  office,  they  did  not  put  their 
decision  intoefiect  until  March,  1871. 

With  respect  to  the  stamp  issued  by  Mr. 

Davis  on   the   breaking  out  of  the  war,  I 

append  a  letter  from  him  addressed  to  Mr. 

Scott. 

[Copy.] 

BniosiK'ick  Co.,  Ta , 

February  5,  1869. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Scott,  New  York  City. 

Dkae  Sir, — In  answer  to  yours  of  recent  date,  in  regard 
to  iKMtage  stamps,  &c.,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  waa  postimutter 
at  I'leasant  Shade  before  the  war,  but  have  no  stamps  on 
hand  now. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

(Signet!),  R.  E.  DAVIS. 

The  envelope  enclosing  the  above  is  post- 


marked "  Smoky  Ordinary,"  Feb.  12.  On 
reference  to  the  map,  I  find  that  place  in 
Brunswick  County. 

No  doubts  were  entertained  here  as  to  the 
character  of  the  stamp  bearing  Mr.  Davis's 
name,  until  TJie  PhUatelical  Journal  for  April 
last  questioned  very  strongly  the  possibility 
of  such  a  place  as  Pleasant  Shade  having  ever 
existed.  On  receipt  of  that  magazine.  Dr. 
Petrie  wrote  to  the  postmaster  at  Hicksford, 
from  whom  he  received  the  following  reply. 

[Copy.] 

Hicksford,  May  21, 1872. 
Dr.  J.  A.  Petrie. 

Sir,— Your  letter  of  inQuirr  after  Pleasant  Shade  and 
its  former  postmaster,  R.  E.  Daris,  is  received,  and  lies 
before  me.  In  repl^r.  I  inform  you  that  Pleasant  Shade  is 
a  country  store,  with  the  post-office  kept  in  it.  It  was 
closed  during  the  war,  but  reopened  in  1871,  with  Miss 
Eliza  Mills  as  postmistress.  R.  £.  Daris  is  liying  within 
a  short  distance  of  Pleasant  Shade,  has  a  family,  and  is 
farming  in  a  small  way. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

(Signed),  8.  J.  JBROWNE,  Postmaster. 

This  letter  was  apparently  written  by  a  lady. 
Upon  receipt  of  the  above.  Dr.  Petrie  put 
himself  in  communication  with  Mr.  Davis, 
and  in  reply  to  a  letter  sent  him,  asking 
for  full  particulars  as  to  the  stamp,  of  which 
Dr.  Petrie  enclosed  ti  facsimile,  cut  from  The 
8iamp'Golleclor*8  Qtiiih,  received  a  reply  as 
under : — 

[Copy.] 

Pleasant  Shade  Post-office, 

Greensville  Co.,  Va., 
June  21st.,  1872. 
Dr.  J.  A.  Petrie. 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  the  3rd  inst. — making  inquiries 
in  regard  to  the  postage  stamp  I  issued  and  used  at  this 
office  during  the  war,  &c. — came  to  hand  a  few  days  ago, 
and  I  will  answer  all  your  questions  as  well  as  I  can, 
under  the  circuinstanct^  which  I  will  have  to  do  from 
memory  altogether,  as  I  have  lost  all  of  my  post-offico 
books  and  papers.  I  have  read  the  magazine  you  Sfnt 
also,  and  notice  the  pieces  marked  by  you ;  and  in  reply 
to  all  of  them  I  would  say,  whether  Pleasant  Shade  was  a 
city  or  *'  HiU"  Shade,  there  certainly  was  a  stamp  issued 
expressly  for  that  office  during  the  war. 

Now  for  your  questions  : 

Pleasant  Shade  post-office  was  opened  during  1859.  I 
do  not  remember  the  month. 

/  was  ihejirsi  postmaster,  and  continued  to  the  close  of 
the  war,  I  think,  when  the  office  was  closed,  and  remained 
80  until  March,  1871,  when  it  was  reopened,  and  Miss 
Eliza  Mills  appointed  postmistress. 

I  did  issue  a  postage  stamp  while  postmaster  under  the 
Confederate  Government,  but  not  like  the  one  you  enclose ; 
my  stamp  was  about  the  same  as  Petersburg  stamp  No.  1, 
mentioned  and  described  on  page  58  of  2  m  Fhilafelical 
Jowttai  you  sent  me;  only  the  colour  of  mine  (the  Pleasant 
Shade  stamp)  was  blue. 
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I  think  I  had  sereral  hundred  printed.  I  do  not 
remember  the  number  exactly. 

I  had  none  but  5  c. 

They  were  printed  by  Mesen.  A.  F.  Crutchfield  &  Co., 
of  Petersbui^,  Virginia,  who  edited  17te  Daily  Expret. 
I  have  lost  the  bil^  and  do  not  remember  what  the^  cost. 

I  hare  not  the  die  from  which  the  stamps  were  printed. 
I  hare  not  any  of  the  old  stamps  in  my  possession,  and 
cannot  get  anv ;  for  it  seems  taat  crery  one  has  been 
destroyed.  I  have  no  Confederate  staropsiy  and  do  not 
know  where  I  could  find  any. 

*  Hoping  that  this  will  answer  your  purposes,  I  beg  to 
subscribe  myself 

Very  truly  yours  obediently, 

(Signed),  R.  E.  DAVIS. 

I  may  mention  that  Mr.  Young,  in  bis 
letter  to  me,  said  that  the  printer  of  the 
Pleasant  Shade  stamp  was  a  Mr.  Campbell, 
foreman  to  the  proprietors  of  The  DaUy 
Express, 

After  considering  the  different  sources 
from  which  the  above  information  is  collected, 
and  yet  how  entirely  it  agrees  in  every 
particular,  I  think  all  collectors  will  agree 
with  me,  that  there  is  no  longer  any  reason 
for  doubting  the  genuine  character  of  the 
Pleasant  Shade  stamp. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

ANOTHER  VARIETY  OF  THE  THREEPENCE 

NATAL. 

To  the  Editor  of  ^'^Tn^  Stamp-Collectoe*8  TXaoazinb." 

SiRt — Your  readers  may  like  to  know  that  a  new  variety 
of  the  3d.  Natal  has  just  made  its  appearance.  The 
stamp  is  a  bright  mauve  colour,  with  postage  printed  on 
both  sides  in  red  ink.  This  makes  the  sixth  variety  of  the 
threepenny. 

By  inserting  this  in  the  next  number  of  your  valuable 
magazine,  you  will  oblige. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PHILIP  F.  PAYN. 

Durban^  Katal^  South  Africa, 


THE  T.  B.  MORTON  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of^*  The  Stamp-Collectoh*8  Magazine." 

Dear  Sib, — My  silence  ere  this  has  probably  caused 
some  anxiety  to  philatelists,  possessors  of  T.  B.  Morton 
&  Co.'s  stamps,  who  have  read  M.  Moens'  insinuations 
aj^inst  the  same.  I  should  have  written  to  you  long 
since,  had  it  not  been  for  a  sudden  absence,  which  has 
kept  me  away  for  nearly  a  couple  of  months. 

I  was  much  surprised  on  reading,  in  The  Fhihtelieal 
Journal  for  April,  that  the  editor  of  Le  Timbre -Poate 
hoped  to  prove,  in  the  following  month's  number,  that  iUl 
the  authentic  information  furnished  by  me  to  Hie 
atamp'Colleetor'e  Magazine  and  The  PhilateliealJoumal 
was  a  pure  invention  of  mine.    Such  a  malevolent  re- 

rirt  has  certainly  no  power  to  injure  my  reputation,  and 
am  glad  to  see  that  uuring  my  aoscnce  yon  nave  already, 
in  your  June  magazine,  analysed  M.  Moens*  cliimerical 
documentary  evidence.    I  need  hardly  add  that  1  am  ready 


to  prove  its  exaggerated  character  at  any  time,  by  pro- 
ducing copies  of  all  ray  corre^K>ndence  with  the  editor  of 
your  Brussels  contemporary,  r^^arding  the  T.  B.  ]lortoi| 
&  Co.*s  stamps. 

In  the  meantime  I  may  as  well  call  row  attention  to  t 
fact  which  forms,  I  think,  a  moat  curious  feature  of  tbif 
discussion,  and  which  I  leave  to  M.  Moens  to  espbun; 
that  is,  that  while  M.  Moens  closed  the  article  above  re- 
ferred to  with  a  warning  to  philatelists  agumt  emiMMmi 
from  Constantinople  Taarde  aux  emiaeione  dt  Om- 
etantinople),  he  himseli;  in  the  month  of  Julv.  accents 
the  amount  of  subscription  to  his  paper  in  Y.  B.  Sl. 
&  Co.'s  journal  stamps  of  the  hut  emission !  These  I  pw- 
posely  remitted  to  him  in  order  to  test  his  own  belief  in 
what  he  had  written,  and  also  in  order  to  read  for  mjaelf 
the  condemnation  of  the  most  unquestionably  aathentie 
T.  B.  Morton  Sc  Co.'s  stamps,  an  entire  eeriee  of  ttkiek 
ie  to  be  found  in  the  arehivee  of  Her  Britannic  Me- 
jetty* 9  Otneral  Tbtt  Qfice^  having  been  ojicially  ebteiitU 
from  the  company. 

Under  these  circumstances  all  further  comment  in  tbeir 
favour  I  consider  useless ;  and,  in  conclusion,  ollov  me 
to  avow  that  I  would  not  compliment  the  subscriben  of 
Le  Ttmbre-PoHte^  if  all  the  philatelical  news  reported 
therein  be  of  equal  accuracy. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 
Youn  truly, 

Conetantinople,  A.  B.  PANOPOULO. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  0.— We  are  obliged  for  your  communication  r#the 
North  German  stamps. 

G.  H.  H.,  Timperley. — A  private  opinion  on  the 
Mulready  design  is  nardly  a  quotable  thing. 

B.  T.,  Liverpool.-  We  cannot  explain  the  scarcity  of 
the  one  cent  Nicaragua ;  that  it  is  in  oirculatioo  apfKtn 
to  be  certain. 

J.  C,  Moorestown,  N.  J.— We  cannot  explain  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  postmark  oo  • 
Canadian  stamp. 

Pehhbvbranza,  Netting  Hill.— Your  perforated  Ja- 

Sanese  is  genuine.  The  issue  of  a  perforated  series  w«3 
ulv  notic^  in  these  columns  a  short  time  since. 

1^.  8.  TORR,  Chester.— The  stamps  of  the  Dominkmof 
Canada  are  now  xxwA.  in  British  Columbia ;  the  emissions 
of  the  latter  colonv  are  consequently  obsolete. 

P.  G.  S.,  Oxford.— It  is  not  probable  that  the  acoeswm 
to  the  throne  of  Sw^en  of  the  late  king's  brother  will 
lead  to  the  issue  of  a  fresh  series  of  either  Swedish  or 
Norwegian  stamps.  ^ 

£.  H.  L.,  Greenock. — Your  Tasmanian  stamp  is  one  of 
the  well-known  series,  and  your  specimen  has  no  special 
value. — ^The  l|d.  English  stamp  was  issued  last  springt 
and  the  emission  was  at  once  noticed  in  these  pages. 

H.  S.  J.  H.,  Truro.— We  have  to  thank  this  coit»- 
pendent  for  sending  us  a  paragraph  from  the  Wetter* 
mominy  Newe  treating  of  tne  Belgian  stamps,  but  as  the 
facts  it  contains  are  known  to  all  collectors,  its  repro- 
duction would  not  be  useful. 

X.  P.  RiBNCB,  Norwich.— The  Boman  stamps,  we  be- 
lieve, are  now  obsolete.  The  French  stamps  are  used  in 
Monaco.  —  The  Canadian  Philatelist  is  published  at 
Quebec.— All  the  values  of  the  German  senes  have  ap- 
peared with  the  enlarged  eagle. 

Novice,  Darlington. — Your  stamps  Nos.  1, 4,  7,  8  «w 
13  to  19  are  forgeries;  the  rest  are  genuine,  your  New 
Zealand  twopence  brown  is  not  a  changeling,  bat  s  new 
emission.— The  Permanent  Album  does  not  contain  ef*^ 
for  revenue  stamps ;  Leer's  does. 
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Frankfort,  176  ♦ 
French  Colonies,  12 

Geneva,  12 

Germany,  27, 33,«  42.  •  68,66,«  89,96, 107, 139,*  150, 187,189 

Goliad  (Texas),  103 

Great  Britain.  10,«  32.  36,  58,  63,  107,  121,   132,  156, 

191,  192 
Greece,  113* 
Griqualand  West,  188 
Guatemala,  11,»  43.*  67,*  74,  189 
Hamburg,  65,*  82,»  112,  160,  191 
Hanover,  146,»  171 

Heligoland,  108,  140,  162,  170,  172,«  186 
HoUand,  32,  173,«  182 
Honduras,  101 
Hungary.  117,*  142,  179* 
Huntsville  (Alabama),  59  ♦ 

Iceland.  7,*  60,  76,  180  • 

Ionian  Islands,  180  * 

Italy,  144,»  156,  180  • 

Japan,  10,*  28,  32,  40,»  122,  139,*  169,  170,*  189 

Jerusalem,  French  Post,  89,«  189 

Knoxville  (Tennessee),  183 

La  Guaira,  70,*  90,  112,128 

Livonia,  144 

Luxemburg,  28,  60 

Marion  (Virginia),  182 
Maiiiitius,  43* 
Mexico,  27,  65,  189 
Montenegro,  121,  140,*  170 

Natal,  56,  122,  188 
New  Brunswick,  152,  191 
New  Caledonia,  38 
■  Newfoundland,  60,  86.  184 
New  Granada,  16,  47,  48,  76,*  87, 102, 106, 108, 155,  157, 

168,*  185,*  191 
New  South  Wales,  108,  144 
New  Zealand,  26,»  59,  74,«  89,  140 
Nicaragua,  131,  186 
North  German  Confederation,  66,*  150 
Norway,  60,  108,  171 
Pahlunpoor,  140,  162,*  172 
Parma,  48,  161 
Persia,  87,  142 
Peru,  87,»  171 

PhiUppines,  63,  89,  139,  156,  188 
Pleasant  Shade  (Virginia),  183 
Portugal,  109,  122,«  133.«  167,  171 
Prince  Edward  Island,  18, 104,  155 
Prussia,  132,  137  ♦ 
Queensland,  171 
K6union  Isle,  90,*  191 


Binggold  (Georeia),  182 
Bomagna,  16,  lo 

RoumanU,  107,  118,*  171,  189,  191 
Bussian  Locals: — 

Aleksandria  (or  Aleksandrowfk),  9 

Atkarsk,  153* 

Berdiansk,  76 

Biejetsk,  170  • 

Bogorodsk,  26,  42,  58,  88 

Charkoff,  163 

Dmitrieff,  58 

Ekaterinoalav,  26,*  120 

Fatejh,  163 

Kadnikofl;  26  • 

Kosoletz,  40* 

Kotelnitsch,  41,*  163.  187 

Kropeevna.  41* 

Livni,  88,«  106 

Maloarchangelsk,  153,  170  * 

Mariopol,  106,»  153,  170* 

Nolinsk,  120  ♦ 

Novgorod,  153 

Orguiefl;  137,  153  ♦ 

Perm,  88  ♦ 

Piratin,  119  • 

Podolsk.  75,«  106 

Kiasan,  106* 

Rjeff,  9 

Rostoff-on-Don,  42  • 

Schatsk,  164  ♦ 

Sizran  (or  Syrvau),  75  ♦  88 

Tchem,  26,*  153 

Tiraspol,  76* 

Toropetz.  137  ♦ 

Toula,  187  ♦ 

Wassyel,  88  ♦ 

Weissiegonsk,  8,»  120,*  144 

Werchnie-Dnieproffsk,  88,*  153  • 

Woltschansk,  187  ♦ 

St.  Helena,  189 

St.  Louis,  104 

St.  Lucia,  122,*  171 

San  Francisco  City  Delivery  Posts,  67,  162  ♦ 

Schaumbourg-Lippe,  139* 

Servia,  108,  122,  139,»  164  ♦ 

Shanghai,  76,  89,  131,  188 

Sierra  Leone,  79,  186 

South  African  Kepublic,  63,  189 

Spain.  11.  31,  6l,»  63,  67,  76,  79,  87, 93,*  100,  107,  VS* 

136,»  166,  158,  160,  161,  168,  186,»  191 
Straits  Settlements,  U,*  89 
Surinam,  10,  24  • 
Sweden,  28 

Switzerland,  12,«  39,  60,*  88,  151,  171,  187 
Tasmania,  12,  32,  171 
Thum  and  Taxis,  33,*  95,  189 
Tolima,  76,*  87,  185* 
Transvaal,  63.  189 
Turkey,  60,  81,  137 
Turks  Islands,  171,  176 
Tuscany,  62 
United  States  of  America,  47,  76,  79,  93,  95.  1 19,«  138,* 

154,*  169,  171,  188.  189;  Post  cards,  47,  79,  119,* 

184  ;  Locals,  64,  59.*  67,  104,  191 
United  States  of  Colombia,  16,  47,  48,  76,*  87,  102,  106. 

108,  155,  157,  168,*  l8o,*  191 

Venezuela,  70.*  90,  112,  128 

Victoria,  28,  32,  76.  105,*  108,  144,  lc4,*  170,  188 

Wurtembuig,  28,  42 
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OUR  NEW  YEAR'S  GREETING. 

After  having  appeared  in  the  same  garb  for 
ten  years,  we  have  to  day  pnt  on  a  new 
dress.  Oar  new  dress,  it  is  true,  is  of  the 
same  cut  as  the  old  one,  but  we  modestly 
venture  to  think  it  a  little  more  attractive 
than  the  latter.  Thirty  odd  years  after  the 
introduction  of  cheap  postage,  the  outline  of 
its  benefits,  which  Mulready  sketched,  may 
appropriately  be  filled  in,  for  the  promise  it 
contained  has  been  abundantly  realised.  We 
trust  our  readers  will  think  that  the  filling 
in — rather  an  ambitious  task  by  the  way — 
has  not  been  unsuccessfully  accomplished. 
For  our  part  we  have  to  thank  the  engraver 
for  giving  us  a  better  conception  of  the 
spirit  of  the  design  than  we  previously  had. 

In  the  subordinate  parts  of  the  frontispiece 
due  regard  has  been  had  to  plulatelical  ap- 
positeness.  We  need  hardly  refer  to  the 
stamps  from  which  our  engraver  has  copied 
the  portraits  that  adorn  the  corner  squares ; 
our  readers  will,  we  are  persuaded,  easily  re- 
cognise them  without  our  aid.  Perhaps, 
however,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  that 
tjie  Etruscan  border  is  copied  from  that  on 
the  Italian  newspaper  stamps. 

By  giving  a  more  ornamental  character  to 
the  wrapper,  we  have  sought  to  signalise,  in 
some  slight  degree,  an  event  which,  to  us  at 
any  rate,  is  not  without  its  importance, 
namely,  the  entry  of  the  Magazine  on  its 
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second  decade ;  and  the  printer,  to  aid  us  in 
giving  additional  eclat  to  the  present  number, 
has  "set  it  up"  from  entirely  new  type, 
which  alone  will  in  future  be  used. 

From  our  ever-indulgent  readers  we  solicit 
the  continuance  of  that  kind  and  most  neces- 
sary support  which  they  have  hitherto 
granted,  assuring  them  at  the  same  time  that 
they  may  rely  on  the  united  efforts  of  editor, 
printer,  and  publishers,  to  render  The  Stamp- 
Collector's  Magazine  emphatically  the  best  of 
its  kind — the  fullest  and  most  trustworthy 
source  of  information,  and  the  most  accept- 
able medium  of  commum' cation.  Need  we, 
on  the  other  hand,  remind  our  friends  how 
welcome  their  contributions  would  at  all  times 
be — how  happy  we  should  be  to  profit  by, 
and  make  public,  the  outgrowth  of  knowledge 
which  should  result  from  that  process  of 
marking,  learning,  and  inwardly  digesting, 
which  we  feel  convinced  is  going  on  in  their 
minds  ? 

From  our  contemporaries  we  believe  we 
can  count  upon  a  kindly  word  of  encourage- 
ment, which  we,  on  our  side,  cordially  re- 
ciprocate, having  firm  faith  in  the  advantage 
of  a  conmion  understanding  for  the  common 
good. 

Finally,  we  trust  that  the  popularity  of 
Philately — a  pursuit  which  in  its  beneficial 
results  can  hardly  be  surpassed — will  con- 
tinue to  increase,  and  to  all  our  readers  we 
wish  A  Happy  New  Yfar. 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS,— No.  XXIV. 
EL'EOPE. 

The  last  impcrLal  stamp— the  one  centime — 
appeared  in  the  month  of  May,  1870.  On 
the  16th  of  July  following  war  was  virtnally 
declared  between  Prance  and  Germany.     In 

I  the  course  of  Auguat  the 
Germans  took  poBsesHion  of 
Alsace  and  Lorraine,  and  the 
Btampa  issued  primarily  for 
the  service  of  those  provinces 
form  the  earliest  philatelic 
Bonveuirsof  the  great  contest. 
On  the  19th  September  Paris 
was  completely  invested.  A  month  later  the 
engraved  Republican  stamps  (perforated 
reprints  of  the  18W  series)  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  besieged  capital.  In  the 
same  month  Gambetta  and  his  co-delegates 
establiohed  themselves  at  Tonrs,  and  in 
December  they  removed  to  Bordeaux,  whore 
was  issued  the  lilkographed  series  of  repub- 
lican stamps.  After  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
other  values  of  the  1849  type  (engraved) 
were  emitted  by  the  head  office  at  Paris. 

For  the  sake  of  convenience  let  ns  ciamino 

the  Bordeaux  series  first.     It«  emission  was 

necessitflted  by  the  aim  ist 

I  entire  exhaustion  of  the 
stock  of  imperial  stamps 
(fifteen  millions  in  all), 
which  M.  Vandnl,  the  last 
piistmaster-general  of  the 
empire,  had  cansed  to  be 
distributed  among  the  pro- 
vincial offices  immedial*'ly 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The  matter 
was  one  of  extreme  nrgence.  The  dies 
of  the  1840  type  were  shut  up  in  Paris, 
and  nothing  remained  but  to  istine  sums 
make-shift  design  in  the  must  expeditious 
manner  possible.  To  engrave  a  matrix 
would  have  been  a  work  of  months,  and 
lithography  was  the  only  proces.t  which 
could  be  relied  on  for  the  prompt  production 
of  the  much  needed  supplies.  No  doubt,  to 
the  pressure  of  time  may  also  be  ascribed  the 
resolution  simiilv  In  copy  the  esi-iliiig<le,*igns. 


— there  was  really  no  time  for  the  preparatdon 
and  submission  of  drewingi  of  new  types,  and 
the  immediate  adoption  of  the  old  ones  iras 
a  safe  course. 

The  order  to  prepare  the  series  was  pveu 
by  the  postmaster-general  in  part'thut,  M. 
Stcenackers;  and  the  director  of  the  Bordeam 
mint  only  ten  days  af  t«r  the  matter  was  first 
proposed  to  him  was  able  to  announce  that 
everything  was  ready;  in  that  short  time 
he  had  set  up  an  cUdier  capable  of  turning 
out  1,200,000  stamps  per  day,  or,  in  oUier 
words,  8,000  sheets  of  150  stamps,  of  sH 
coloura  and  prices.  That  the  work  shonld 
have  been  somewhat  roughly  done  is  nc*, 
under  the  circumstuicefl,  surprising,  and  it 
will  be  admitted  that  some  of  the  values  an 
by  no  means  without  merit  as  lithograptiic 
productions.  Considerable  variations  are  no- 
ticeable in  the  colours  of  nearly  every  vJae,' 
and  they  are  due  only  to  accident ;  but  as  the 
almost  natural  accompaniments  of  a  hssty 
emission,  tbey  illustrat*,  in  a  enbordioate 
manner,  the  circnmstaucea  nnder  which  the 
series  was  prepared,  and  are,  therefore,  worthy 
of  a  certain  amount  of  attention,  even  from  be- 
ginners. I  would  not  pretend  to  lay  down 
any  rule  as  to  the  number  of  shades  to  be 
collected,  but  would  merely  recommend  that 
those  which  show  the  greatest  divei^nce  be 
taken  in  preference. 

The  series  is  composed  of  the  following 
values : —  ^ 


20        „  blue,   ligiil  to  dark,  ullramiiine. 

30        „  rhncolute. 

40        „  light  ornnRe  to  Tennilion. 

Each  value  being  separately  drawn,  it  follow* 
that  there  are  as  many  types  as  there  are 
values,  and  the  20  c,  having  been  drawn 
ngiiin  and  again,  exists  in  not  less  than  thr« 
types.  The  first  type  I  incline  to  think  was 
issued  alone  before  the  others;  the  second 
and  third— or,  adopting  the  result*  of  Eh"- 
Magnus's  analysis,  the  second,  third,  awl 
fourth— I  bi'lii've  to  have  b^en  issued  simnl- 
tjtiieously.      Mr  iirgumeul  is,  that  the  i"  '  ■ 
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being  the  value  the  most  needed,  was  the  first 
printed,  a  supply  of  the  very  defective  first 
type  being  despatched  to  such  post-oflices  as 
were  quite  out  of  stamps,  pending  the  com- 
pletion of  the  more  carefjally  drawn  second 
and  third  types.* 

The  first  type  is  easily  recognisable ;  in 
"fact,  it  is  impossible  to  confound  it  with  even 
the  roughly  printed  copies  of  the  subsequent 
types.  The  impression  is  exceedingly  coarse 
and  blurred,  and'the  space  between  the  ring 
which  surrounds  the  profile  and  the  marginal 
border  at  the  top  of  the  stamp  measures 
nearly  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch,  whilst,  in  the 
other  types  there  is  scarcely  any  space  at  all. 
The  colour  is  a  thick  Prussian  blue.  This 
type  was  certainly  in  use  for  only  a  very 
short  time,  and  specimens  are  at4)resent  by 
no  means  easily  to  be  had. 

As  to  the  other  types,  I  will  not  venture  on 
giving  any  detailed  description  of  my  own. 
"  A  Parisian  Collector  "  gives,  as  the  most 
perceptible  difference  between  his  second  and 
third  types,  that  the  latter  has  fouV  Etruscan 
frets  in  the  border  of  the  left  upper  side,  and 
the  former  four  Etruscan  frets,  aud  the  com- 
mencement of  a  fifth.  Dr.  Magnus  gives  a 
second,  third,  and  fourth  type  ;  but  which  is 
the  second  and  which  the  third  I  must  con- 
fess myself,  after  several  hours*  examination 
of  scores  of  specimens,  unable  to  determine. 
The  differences  between  the  two  are  so  fine, 
and,  therefore,  very  difficult  accurately  to  de- 
scribe ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  owing  to 
the  imperfection  and  irregularity  of  the 
printing,  the  stamps  vary  so  much  among 
themselves  that  the  eye  gets  distracted'  and 
deceived — at  any  rate,  mine  did.  Moreover, 
Dr.  Magnus  h'mself  hardly  claims  more  for 
his  third  type  than  that  it  is  the  result 
of  a  retouching  of  the  second ;  we  may, 
therefore,  consider  them  as  forming  to- 
gether only  one  in  reality.  His  fourth  type 
is  distinguished  from  the  preceding  by  the 
manifest  increase  in  the  height  and  thickness 
of  the  lettering.  It  appears  to  answer  to  "A 
Parisian  Collector's"  second  type;  and  his 
classification,  though  I  cannot  entirely  re- 
concile it  with  Dr.  Magnus's,  seems  to  be  the 

•  This  is  also  the  opinion  of  "A  PariDian  Collector."  See 
J/tc  I'hilatelical  Journal^  p.  46. 


best,  unless,  indeed,  we  register  them  roughly 
as  second  type,  small  letters ;  third  ^pe, 
large  letters. 

Perhaps  in  even  discussing  these  differ- 
ences I  am  taking  my  readers  somewhat 
out  of  their  depth,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
whilst  beginners  may  safely  postpone  the 
study  of  varieties  of  perforation,  paper,  <fec., 
a  knowledge  of  the  types,  in  other  words  thQ 
designs  of  stamps,  is  indispensable.  It  does 
not  follow  thence  that  the  acquisition  of 
closely  similar  types,  such  as  those  just  re- 
ferred to,  is  necessary ;  and  with  regard  to 
them  in  particular  I  think  that  a  specimen  of 
the  first  type,  and  one  of  either  of  the  others, 
would  amply  suffice  for  all  iUustrative  pur- 
poses. 

Looking  at  the  design  in  its  entirety,  its 
comparative  roughness  is  in  itself  sufficient 
to  distinguish  it  at  a  glance  from  the  en- 
graved type  of  1849,  and  not  the  veriest  tyro 
need  fall  into  error  on  this  point.  The  two 
series  are,  it  is  true,  both  unperforated,  but 
here  the  resemblance  ends.  With  regard  to 
perforation,  it  may  be  well  to  state,  that  al- 
though the  lithographed  stamps  were  officially 
issued  unperforated,  the  postmasters  of  some 
of  the  provincial  offices  caused  the  supplies 
which  they  received  to  be  line-pierced,  or 
rouletted,  by  handworked  apparatus  in  their 
pt)ssession.  I  believe  that  not  a  few  private 
firms  also  rouletted  their  stamps  for  con- 
venience' sake;  but  these  chance  perforations, 
though  specimens  exemplifying  them  may  be 
worth  preserving  as  curiosities,  if  one  happens 
to  come  across  them,  certainly  do  not  consti- 
tute legitimate  varieties. 

The  series  as  a  whole  forms  an  interesting 
commentary  on  the  fortunes  of  France  during 
the  war.  Its  currency  ceased  shortly  after 
the  conclusion  of  peace,  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  that  it  was  in  cir- 
culation it  could  only  be  employed  in  two- 
thirds  of  France,  the  remaining  third  being 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  In  consequence  of 
the  hostile  occupation  the  postal  service 
became  unsettled,  and  the  lithographed 
stamps  franked  letters  by  many  an  unaccus- 
tomed route. 

Turning  now  to  the  Parisian  reissue  of  the 
1849  type :  the  three  values  emitted  during 
the  siege  were  the  10  c.  bistre,   20  c.  blue, 
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and  40  c.  orange.  The  first  tw'o  made  their 
appearance  on  the  lltli  October,  1870,  and  the 
40  c.  in  the  middle  of  the  following*  December. 
Their  emission,  we  are  informed,  was  resolved 
on  to  satisfy  the  clamouroas  reclamations 
of  the  pent-np  republicans,  who  were  dis- 
satisfied at  the  maintenance  in  circulation  of 
the  imperial  stamps ;  probably,  though  many 
issues  have  sprung  from  political  change, 
this  is  the  only  one  that  owes  its  existence 
to  a  popular  manifestation  against  the 
political  significance  of  a  preceding  type. 

Following  these  three  stamps  came,  on  the 
1st  September,  1871,  two  others,  also  reissues 
of  the  1849  type,  namely,  the  15  c.  bistre 
and  25  c.  blue.  These  latter  were  the  results 
of  a  law  voted  a  few  weeks  previously,  by 
which,  in  order  to  render  the  post-office 
more  profitable,  the  postal  rates  were  raised; 
and,  together  with  the  40  c.  of  1870,  they 
are  stQl  in  use,  though  probably,  should 
practical  counsels  prevail  in  the  French 
parliament,  the  old  rates  will  ere  long  be 
reinstated. 

The  five  reissued  stamps — 10  c,  15  c,  20  c, 
25  c,  and  40  c, — although  their  designs  are 
necessarily  identical  with  the  originals  of  the 
1849  typ3,  since  they  are  printed  from  the 
sams  dies,  are  easily  recognisable  from  the 
fact  that  they  are  perforated,  whilst  the 
1849  stamps  were  not.  Besides  this  there  are 
certain  differences  in  the  colour,  as  also  in 
the  tint  and  texture  of  the  paper,  wliich  are 
easily  perceptible  on  comparing  originals 
and  reprints  together.  No  essential  differ- 
ence distinguishes  the  stamps  used  during 
the  siege  from  those  issued  afterwards,  but 
many  people  preserve  intact  the  covers  of 
letters  sent  out  of  the  capital  by  ballowi  post, 
and  prepaid  by  stamps.  In  this  context  it 
may  be  as  well  to  mention  that  the  reissue 
of  the  1849  type  under  the  circumstances 
above  mentioned  did  not  lead  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  imperial  stamps ;  they  con- 
tinued in  use  both  during  and  long  after  the 
siege. 

Recently  a  new  series  has  commenced  to 
make  its  appearance,  of  which  the  low 
values  (2  c,  4  c,  5  c),  following  the  lead  of 
the  Bordeaux  lithographs,  have  the  engraved 
profile  fjf  the  republic,  as  on  the  old  stamps, 
set  in  the  frame  of  the  imperial  2  c.  and  4  c. ; 
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whilst  the  higher  denominations  (30  c.  and 
80  c.)  resemble  the  original  1849  type,  but 
have  the  figures  of  value  in  the  lower  margin 
enlarged,  complaint  having  been  made  t^t 
in  the  old  design  these  figures  were  not 
sufficiently  clear.  To  these  stamps  it  is. not 
necessary  to  make  more  detailed  reference, 
as  every  reader  must  be  well  acquainted 
with  them. 

NOTES  FOR  COLLECTORS.— lY. 

BY  A  PARISIAN  COLLECTOR. 

{Con\inued  from  Vol.  X.^pa^e  174.) 
FOURTH   GENERAL   SERIES. 

On  the  1st  July,  1863,  the  series  with  the 
profile  of  the  Emperor  in  an  oval  was  super- 
seded by  one  bearing  the 
double-headed  eagle  of  Aus- 
tria, and  the  colours  of  the 
various  values  were  render- 
ed more  in  harmony  with 
those  which  had  then  lately 

been  adopted  almost  gene-        

rally  throughout  Germany.  [  ^^Q 
A  series  of  envelopes  was  ^~'^'^'^~^'^' 
also  issued  of  similar  design  to  the  stamps. 

There  are  two  distinct  issues  of  stamps  in 
this  series ;  one—  perforated  14,  like  the  pre- 
ceding series — was  in  use  for  little  more 
than  a  year,  when  it  gave  place  to  the  other, 
perforated  9;}.  The  entire  series  is  on 
ordinary  white  wove  paper. 

Of  the  envelopes  there  are  three  well-de- 
fined issues,  all  of  the  ordinary  size : — 

1st.  A  series  on  ordinary  plain  white  wove 
paper,  surfaced,  with  flaps  similar  in  shape 
to  those  of  the  series  of  1861. 

2nd.  A  series  on  similar  paper,  with  flaps 
similar  in  shape  to  those  of  the  reprints  of 
the  series  for  1861. 

3rd.  A  series  on  white  wove  paper,  with 
flaps  similar  in  shape  to  those  last  mentioned, 
with  letters  in  watermark  of  the  same  siie 
as  those  found  in  the  reprints  of  the  series 
for  18G1. 

Classification, 
I. — General  series  of  stamps. 

1.  Earlier  issue,  perforated  14. 
2  krcuzer,  Naples  yellow  (shades). 
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I'ruaaian  blue  (abode*), 
light  rediiuh  brown. 


2.  T^^tcr  iHuc,  perroreted  B). 

2  krciucr,  Naplea  yellow  to  orange-  fellow. 

3  „         sea-green,  yellow-gntn  (shfldw 

jn      „  Pruuian  blue  and  light  ditto. 

15      „        reddiab  brown  and  iigbt  ditto. 


[I  kreuzerl.duU  tilnc,  grey  lilac 
(»hadeB). 

in.  — Envelopes. 

1.  Envelope!  with  flaps  limilnr  to 

•erieBoflSei. 
3  krcuier,  yellow-erren  (rihadc»l, 

10    ,  ',',         Frusainn  blue  and  iight  ditto. 
IS       .(  Iigbt  uiiiber-hrown,  reddish  browt 

25       „  violet  (Bliadii.). 

2.  En»elnpea  with  flaps  nimilar  in  nhapc  lo 

ofthu  n'printsofthv  series  for  1831. 
-  3  bnuior,  green.  yellowgiTen  (shailes). 
(sLddm). 


I'm 


IS       „  unibiT-brown  (ehndc*). 

2a       „  vioirt  (shades). 

3.  Envploprt  with  flaps  rimilar  to  the  last,  ' 
letten  of  HUiEF  covveHTs  in  watering 
then-prints  of  thuserii-a  for  1861. 
3  kreunr,  light  green. 
6       „  row  (shade)). 


15 


n  blue. 


FIFTH   GENERAL   aBBlES. 

This  seiMCFi,  issaed  on  the  1st  of  June,  1S67, 
ftt  Pcsth,  on  the  coronation  of  the  Emperor 


as  King  of  Hungary,  is  now  in  nse,  and 
already  offers  somo  varieties  in  shades.  In 
Bome  late  impressions  of  the  5  kr.,  10  kr., 
and  15  kr.,  the  ground  is  no  longer  plain,  bnt 
fclieqnered,  similarly  to  tlio  Inter  impressionn 
of  the  30  centimes  Frencli,  laureatcd  hea<l  of 


the  Emperor.*  The  series  is  perforated  9}, 
and  is  printed  on  ordinary  wove  paper.  The 
gnm  is  thin.  The  values  are  the  same  as  in 
the  preceding  series,  with  the  addition  of  two 
higher  valne.s — 25  kr.  and  50  kr. 

For  the  journal  stamp  of  this  series  the 
original  design  of  a  head  of 
Mercniy   was   reverted  to; 
but  the   messenger   of  the    I 
gods  seems  to  have  grown    i 
very  grim  in  the  abort  space    i 
of  nine  years,  and  to  have  ex-    I 
changed  his  winged  helinefc    I 
for  something  .very  like  an 

A  series  of  envelopes  was  also  issued  at 
the  same  time.  This  series  ia  in  two  sizes, 
both  of  the  same  width,  but  the  one  (A) 
measures  5  J  inches  long,  while  the  other  (B) 
measures  (>,,  inches  ItAig. 

Of  the  size  A  thei«  are  two  varieties, 
dfpcnding,  as  in  tlie  preceding  aeries,  on  the 
shape  of  the  side  flaps;  but  in  butli  varieties 
of  shape  wo  find  letters,  part  of  the  words 
BRiKF-com'ERTrt.  in  waU-rmark.  In  the  variety 
with  flaps  similar  in  shape  to  the  first  variety 
of  the  f.irmer  series,  the  whole  of  the  values 
arc  found ;  it  is  pmbable  also  that  the  whole 
exi.st  of  the  same  shape  oa  varieties  2  and 
3,  th<ragh  we  have  only  met  with  the  3  kr. 

In  the  size  B  the  paper  is  not  the  aame 
at  that  employed  for  the  manufacture  of  size 
A,  except  in  aome  copies  of  the  10  kr.  and 
15  kr.  The  letters  of  the  watermark,  bbief- 
couvKRTR,  are  farther  apart,  and  shorter  and 

•in  the  Uil  nuiubdr~^f" t hi.  mugsaine,  Hr.'"6ii^ 
TBylor,inbiBp4prronthi'iitBinp.<DrFranec(p.  190),  BtatM 
that  bi>  think)  it  an  error  f<  cUss  thia  ditT.renee  in  the 

Cunds  of  Ihe  30  c.  as  a  variely.  lie  k'lierea  that  thu 
■d  ground  always  Mi»teil,  aiid  that  ithnbi'come  visible 
from  some  ehange  in  the  ni«le  of  impr./Mion,  or  from  a 
deterioration  of  thodie.  In  the  Inal  numberof  Lt  Timbit- 
F(ale,a  4  a.  of  the  saineiiwue  it  mentioned  ;>B  having  been 
round  with  a  ground  of  reriieal  lini«.  Mr.  Taylor  is  sueh 
H  lareful  phiUlclisl.  that  when  we  differ  from  hiin  we  do 
so  with  the  greati^t  diffildenec,  but  we  think  that  tho 
cnuBU  ran  ncureely  be  traeed  to  the  detrriorntion  of  thu 
die.  The  wear  of  the  die  would  scarcely  bring  out  pointi 
whieh  were  obeeuro  when  it  was  in  its  first  freshneu. 
That  the  change  is  due  to  some  altetalion  in  the  mode  of 
impression  isnot  improbable,  though  we  think  it  is  equally 
within  the  bnmids  of  probabiUly  that  it  results  from  an 
altemtioii  of  tho  die,  made  for  'the  purpose  of  better  re- 
taining the  colour,  and  perhaps  eeononitsing  it  also  ;  but 
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broader,  than  in  the  paper  of  size  A,  and 
most  frequently  run  across  the  face  of  the 
envelopes,  instead  of  being  on  the  flap. 

Classification. 

I. — General  series  of  stamps,  perf.  9|. 

1.  riain  grounj. 

2  kreu/er,  brijfht  vellow  to  oranj?e-yellow. 

3  „  dull  yellowish  green  (shade**). 

6  „  dull  rose,  roadder-cannine  (shades). 

10  ,,  Prussian  blue  to  light  ditto. 

15  „  umber- brown  (shades). 

25  „  dullviolet  (•hades),  violet,  brown-violet. 

50  „  flesh  colour  and  salmon. 

2.  Chequered  ground. 

2  kreuEer   ? 

3  „  red-madder. 
10      „          Prussian  blue. 

15      ,,         light  umber-brown. 

II. — Journal  stamp,  imperforate. 

'[I  kreuzer]  dull* Iliac,  dark  ditto,  bright  ditto. 
III. — Envelopes. 

1.  Size  A.    Paper  with  watermark  similar  to  that 

employed  for  the  reprints  of  the  series 
for  1861. 
(a).    Envelopes  with  flap  similar  in  shape  to  those 
of  series  for  1861. 

3  kreuzer,  green  (shades). 

6      „  carmine,  madder-carmine  (shades). 

10      „  Pnt&sian  blue  (shades). 

15      „  umber- brown  (shades). 

25      „  dull  violet  (shades). 

(6).    Envelopes  with  flaps  similar  in  shape  to  those 
of  the  reprints  of  series  for  1861. 

3  kreuzer,  light  green. 

5      „  madder-carmine  (shades). 

Other  values  ? 

2.  Size  D. 

{a).  Paper  same  as  for  size  A. 

10  kreuzer,  bright  Prussian  blue. 
15      „  umoer-brown  (shades). 

{b).  Paper  with  letters  of  watermark  farther  apart. 

3  kreuzer,  green  (shades)  yellow-^reen  (shades). 

5      I,  madder-eanmne,  and  light  dull  ditto. 

10      „  Prussian  blue,  bright  ditto. 

15      „  yellow-brown. 

25      „  dark  violet. 

In  the  year  1870  some  of  the  remainder  of 
the  stock  of  envelopes  of  1863  were  utilized 
by  afl&xing  to  them  a  stamp  of  5  kreuzer  of 
the  existing  series.  These  can  ofFer  no  in- 
terest to  collectors,  as  the  adhesive  stamps, 
after  being  affixed,  received  no  further  stamp 
or  mark,  like  that  employed  by  the  North 
German  Postal  Confederation,  but  were  pro- 
bably affixed  by  the  postal  authorities ;  and, 
as  Dr.  Magnus  well  observes,  this  could 
be  done  on  the  envelopes  of  any  series  by  the 
premier  vcnu. 


OUR  FIRST  DECADE. 


BT  FENTONIA. 


Being  one  of  those  who  have  taken  in  this 
magazine  continuously  from  its  commence- 
ment to  the  present  time — whose  name,  when 
only  an  infant  collector,  appeared  in  its  first 
volume,  and  who  has  been  an  occasional  con- 
tributor to  its  pages  ever  since — I  claim  to 
be  somewhat  of  a  veteran  in  the  service  of 
philately,  and  therefore  feel  an  especial  plea- 
sure in  congratulating  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietors of  The  Stamp-Collector  8  Magazine  m 
particular,  and  philatelists  in  general,  on  its 
completing  the  first  decade  of  its  annual 
issue,  having  doubled  the  number  of  its 
pages,  and  infinitely  more  than  doubled  its 
readers,  during  that  period. 

Of  the  many  changes  that  hav^  been 
effected  in  the  method  of  arranging  and  de- 
scribing postage  stamps,  various  opinions 
have  inevitably  been  formed ;  but  allowing 
the  widest  possible  margin  for  grumblers, 
cavillers,  innovators,  et  hoc  genus  omne,  our 
decade  has,  nevertheless,  been  undeniably 
a  continued  course  of  progress  and  improve- 
ment, amounting  to  almost  moral  certainty, 
in  all  philatelic  matters. 

Perhaps  no  branch  of  philately  has  met 
with  more  determined  opposition  from 
thoughtful  and  sensible  collectors  than  the 
minuter  subjects  of  study,  such  as  w^»r- 
marks  and  varieties  of  paper  and  perforation. 
Continental  collectors  admitted,  and  were 
guided  by,  these  distinctions  long  before  more 
matter-of-fact  Britons  were  convinced  of 
their  utility.  I  believe  I  was  the  first  to  dub 
the  contending  parties  with  the  title  of  the 
French  and  English  schools  of  philately, 
which  distinctive  appellations  have  ever 
since  been  appropriated  to  them.  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  there  stOl  remains  even 
one  tough  old  Tory  of  the  genuine  old  Eng- 
lish school  who  has  not,  by  force  of  ail- 
ment or  his  own  common  sense,  become,  as 
it  were,  more  or  less,  a  Liberal-Conserva- 
tive, although  he  may  not  have  given  his 
unqualified  adhesion  to  the  minuter  require- 
ments of  the  French  school. 
.  One  of  the  most  original  and,  to  my  mind, 
most  illogical  efforts  of  the  French  school 
was  the  jJan  propounded  not  very  long  since 
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by  the  eminent  Dr.  Mafi^ns,  to  adopt  the 
heraldic  words  " Binister "  and  "dexter"  in 
describing  a  poetage  stamp.  I  have  not  bis 
ingenious  article  on  the  subject  at  band,  nor 
would  there  be  space  in  the  present  number 
to  discnsB  bis  crotehet  fully ;  but  it  is  too 
important  (as  indeed  are  all  his  suggestions) 
to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  To  maintain 
my  position  I  must  revert  tjj  the  origin  of 
her^dry.  T  need  not  go  back  as  far  as 
Morgan  does  in  his  Sphern  of  Oenlrij,  who 
states  that  Joseph's  coat  of  m^ny  colours 
waa  tbe  fir^t  heraldic  coat  (it  sU-U:es  me  a 
patobwork  quilt  of  ancient  date  would  be  of 
equal  authority)  ;  but  from  the  twelfth  to 
the  fifteenth  centnrits,  wbeiij  tbe  laws  of 
heraldry  were  pretty  well  established,  will 
funply  snfBce  for  my  purpose.  The  helmeted 
warriors  of  those  days  hore  on  their  mt'tal 
shields  (hence  to  this  &11.J  called  bearings) 
certain  grote.=qne  or  strongly- marked  de- 
vices, which,  in  course  of  time,  represented 
certain  families,  indicating  who  they  were — if 
gentry, — orwhom  they  served — if  tenantry  or 
serfs,— in  the  day  of  Lmttle.  Of  course,  to  him 
who  bore  the  shield,  that  which  we  now  in 
heraldry  call  the  "  sinister  "  was  on  his  left 
hand,  and  that  which  we  now  call  the  "  dei- 
ter  "  was  ou  his  right  hand.  And  who  so 
great  a  right  as  him  who  bore  it  to  call  it 
"  dexter  "  and  "  sinister,"  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  instead  of  the  reverse,  as  it  would  ap- 
pear to  whoever  looked  at  it  on  approaching 
him  ?  Bnt  does  this  theory  apply  to  a  post- 
al stamp,  even  if  it  bears  an  heraldic  de- 
vice ?  Certainly  not.  Whoever  saw  a  living 
being  strutting  behind  a  postage  stamp  ? — 
nnless,  indeed,  it  be  the  possibly  traditional 
savage,  who  appropriated  a  lot  of  English 
stamps,  and  stuck  them  all  over  his  un- 
clothed body.  I  maintain,  therefore,  that 
Dr.  Magnns's  proposition  is  untenable ;  it  has 
never  been  accepted  in  England,  and,  as  far 
as  I  know,  has  giuned  little  favour  on  tbe 
Continent. 

Since  the  commencement  of  our  decade  a 
nnmber  of  claimants  have  cropped  np,  snch 
as  fiscals,  private  stamps,  and  last,  though 
not  least,  telegraph  stamps,  "What  ought 
we  to  collect?"  and  "What  is  a  postage 
stamp?"  are  still  moot  point*.  In  my 
opinion  fiscals  arc  inadmissible,  bettanso  they 


free  no  letter.  Private  labels  are  equally  so, 
inasmuch  as  a  certain  amount  of  postage  has 
to  be  paid  to  make  them  valid  [?].  Telegraph 
stamps  can,  however,  take  a  more  decided 
position,  and  make  some  claim  to  our  no- 
tice. They  do  free  an  nnwritf«n  lettor 
through  the  post-office;  and  yet  not  alto- 
gether unwritten  either,  for  the  sender  writes 
down  what  he  has  to  say,  and  the  recipient 
gets  the  message  written.  I  think,  therefore, 
telegraph  stamps  are,  in  some  degree,  legiti- 
mate postage  stamps,  and,  consequently,  may 
be  collected  l>y  the  most  esclusive  and  fas- 
tidious; though,  being  still  the  juveniles  of 
onr  acqnaintancc,  we  do  not  yet  take  quite 
kindly  to  them. 

In  conclusion,  humility  demands  we  shouM 
confess  that  stump -col  lee  ting  started  in  life 
without  a  name.  Presently  Timbmlogij  was 
introdncetl ;  then  Tiii'brop/iili/.  In  process 
of  time  the  two  were  united ;  both  died  a 
natural  death,  an:l  left  a  hopeful  offspring 
under  the  more  classical  name  of  peiLATKi.y, 
to  whom  every  sincere  collector  must  ear- 
nestly wish  a  long  and  prosperous  life. 

NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Wb   cannot  better  commence   this   the  first 

chronicle  of  a  New  Tear,  than  by  a  notice  of 
a  set  of  stamps  which  enters  on  circulation 
to-day  in  a  very  out-of-the-way  part  of  the 
world  ;  we  refer  to  the  emission  for 

Iceland. — Hitherto,   as   we  imagine,    the 
Danish  stamps  have  done  duty  there,  bnt 
the  postal  service  of  the  island  being  carried 
on  quite   independently  of    ,. 
that  of  the  mother-country,    f 
it  is  not  surprising  that  it    i 
should  be  endowed  with  a    i, 
series   of    stamps    for    its    ^' 
own  special  use.     We  can-    C; 
not  help  regretting  that  no    5I 
distinctive  device  has  been    ^ 
chosen  for  them ;  in  pobt  of  fact  they  have 
nothing  Icelandish  or  outlandish  about  them. 
They  are  simply  the  Danish  stamps,  with  the 
necessary  change  of  inscription,  accompanied 
by  certain  alterations  in  the  details.     Still, 
we  fear  the  day  is  far  distant  when  postal 
departments    will    submit  the   designs    for 
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stamps  which  they  purpose  iHsaing  to  a 
board  of  philatelists ;  so  we  must  rest  'satis- 
fied with  the  fact  that  a  new  series,  interest- 
ing from  the  remoteness  of  its  pla*e  of  service, 
has  appeared,  and  content  onrselves  with 
chroniclingits  values,  which  are  as  follows: — 

2  skilling  blue. 

4         „  .  rose. 

H         „  brown. 

IG        „  yellow. 


Besides  these,  there  are  two  official  stamps, 
which  differ  from  the  preceding  in  colour 
and  inscription  only ;  their  values  are : — 

4  skilling  green. 

8         „  manve. 

On  comparison  with  the  Danish  stamp,  it 
will  be  observed  that  the  new  arrivak  have 
the  figure  of  value  larger,  and  that  the  frame- 
work is  of  a  different  pattern. 


CuiM. — The  Chilian  envelopes  are  at  length 

a/aj'(  oceomjiiii'^and  to  our  Brighton  con- 
temporary   we    are    in- 
debted for  engravings  of 
the  four  higher  values, 
which,  together  with  that 
I  of  the  lowest,  we  here  re- 
'  produce.     These  are  all 
stamps  emphaticntly   of 
the  first  order,  of  which 
mere  wood-cwts  can  give 
but   a    very    inadequate 
idea  at  best.    The  designs  are  highl/ finished, 
the  cameo  heads  being  most  effective,  and 
the  colours  at  once  bright,  delicate,  and  well 
chosen.     That   they  are  De  La  Rue's  pro- 
dnction  is  evidenced  by  the  family  resem- 
blance they  bear  to  the  Cingalese  envelopes, 
although    the   combinations    of    shape    are 
new.     If  they  have  a   fault,  it  is  .that  the 
valnea  are  not  sufficiently  visible,  being  in 
sunken  letters  of  the  same  size  as  the  in- 
ficription  by  which  they  are  preceded.      The 
bust  of  Columbus  is  maintained  in  its  place 
of  honour,   in  preference   to    that   of  any 
modern  celebrity ;  and  now  that  the  profile  is 
admitted  to  bo  that  of  the  grent  discoverer, 
we  may  award  a  meed  of  pnwse  to  the  only 
American  country  which  has   held  him  in 
remembrance. 


The  colours  of  this  el^ant  series,  let  as 
repaat  for  reference,  are  as  follows. 
2  (dos)  centavos         brown. 
5  (cinco)      „  purple. 

10  (diez)        „  .blue. 

15  (quince)    „  pink. 

20  (veinte)     „    .  bronze-green. 

Supplies  of  the  two  lowest  values  have,  we 
learn,  arrived  at  Vtdparaiso,  but  are  not  yet 

Of  the  post  card  we  have  no  farther  in- 
telligence, but  assume  that  it  is  now  in 
circulation. 

Russian  Locals.— These  form  a  regolar 
item  in  our  monthly  bill  of  fare.  The  latest 
arrivals  hail  from 

Weiesiegonsk  (or  Wi'isegonsk),  Tver  Gov- 
ernment. Their  origin  is  evidenced  by  the 
qneer  emblem   in   the  upper 

II    section  of  the  shield — a  crown 
on  stool — which  is  the  same 
as  that  on  the  Tver  stamps 
As  to  the  thing  represented 
in  the  lower  section,  we  can 
but  support  a  contempoiary'ft 
suggestion  that  it  is  intended 
for  a  lobster !     We  have  gone 
all  round  it  without  getting  any  better  notion 
of  its  significance,  and,  after  all,  it  may  be  that 
Weissiegonsk  is  as  famous  for  its  eruBtaoeaiw 
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as  Belosersk  for  its  finny  staple.  Tbe  des!^ 
is  lithogniplied  on  wliite  wove  paper  in  the 
following  coloure ;  — 

^  kop,  i^-brovni. 

1  „  green. 

2  „  bine. 

5     „  carmine-rofie. 

These  stamps  are  imperforated.  There  are 
eixty  stamps  to  each  sheet  of  the  {  kop.,  2 
kop.,  and  6  kop.,  and  twenty-eight  of  the  1 
kop.  The  date  of  emission  is  unknown ;  btit 
the  4  Itop'  is  the  only  Rossian  local  of^that 
value,  and  as  low-valne  stamps  are  generally 
among  the  last  issued,  we  argue  that  the  above 
series  has  only  just  made  its  appearance. 

A lekgandi-omk  (Ekaterinoslav),  Alekenn. 
dria  (Cherson). — The  stamp  described  last 
mouth  as 'belonging  to  the  former,  is  now 
fouad  to  have  been  issued,  in  reality,  for  the 
latter  district. 

Bjcjf. — The  type  represented  last  month 
is  stated  to  be.  aa  we  had  supposed  it,  an 
official  seal,  used  to  close  letters,  packets,  Ac., 
much  in  the  same  way  as  the  Egyptian 
officials  are  employed. 

EcoADOR. — lie  annexed  engravings  are 
those  of  three  new  typos  said  to  have  been 
[  issued  for  this  country, 
I  but  of  which  the  authen- 
i  ticity  appears  very  doubt- 
i  ful.  The  one  real  was  de- 
<  scribed  a  short  time  since 
n  the  Oazelle  des  Timbres, 
\  accompanied  by  an  almost 
■  undecipherable  engraving. 
The  half  real  and  one  peso 
arrived  only  a  month  ago.  It  will  be  no- 
ticed  that  the  two  latter  arc  in  the  main 


points  identical  in  design,  whilst  the  1  real 
is  of  a  type  apart,  copied  in  its  general  ar- 
rangements from  that  of  the  Costa  Bican 
stamps.     Now,  it  strikes  us   as    very   odd 


that  such  a  distinction  should  esist  in  re- 
spect of  the  one  real.  It  frequently  happens 
that  the  highest  value  of  a  series  is  of  a 
diEFerent  design  from  the  rest,  but  it  is  very 
rare  for  two  consecutive  inferior  ralnea  to  be 
of  separate  types  (unless  they  are  members 
of  a  series  of  which  no  two  stamps  arp 
alike  in  design) ;  and  it  is  still  rarer  for 
the  highest  and  lowest  values  to  share  be- 
tween them  a  type  which  is  not  that  of  the 
intermediate  denominations.  Perhaps,  on 
the  other  hand,  this  very  lack  of  plausibility 
in  the  distribution  of  the  designs  is  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  genuinenesa  of  the 
stamps:,  time  will  show.  Meanwhile,  we 
place  on  record  the  doubts  with  which  they 
inspire  both  ourselves  and  our  contempo- 
raries, and  close  our  notice  of  them  by  a 
list  of  their  colours : — 

5  real  blue  ')  ... 

1  «-,„-„  f  on  while  paper, 

1     „  omnge  .  ^   *^^ 

1  peso        carmine-rose )        '^ 

France. — We  mentioned  last  month  that 
M.  Wolowski  was  about  to  reproduce  his 
proposition  with  regard  to  the  issue  of  post 
cards  for  France,  and  are  glad  to  be  able  to 
announce  that  his  amendment  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  tbe  finance  minister.  It  reads  as 
follows :  "  The  department  shall  be  allowed 
to  mannfactnre  jinilal  cnrdt,  destined  to  pass 
through  the  post  nnenclosed.  They  shall  be 
pot  on  sale  at  the  price  of  ten  centimes  for 
those  posted  and  distributed  within  the  cir- 
cumspection of  one  ond  the  same  office,  as 
also  for  those  posted  iu  Paris  for  Paris, 
within  the  fortification ;  and  at  the  price  of 
fifteen  centimes  for  those  circulating  in  France 
and  Algeria,  between  one  office  and  another." 
The  boon  is  not  an  extravagant  one ;  in 
England  we  should  not  think  much  of  the 
privilege  of  sending  a  post  card  through  the 
post  for  three-halfpence ;  but  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  our  neighbours,  and  their 
indisposition  to  accept  radical  reforms,  must 
be  taken  into  account  in  passing  judgment 
on  the  modest  proposal  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened French  advocate  of  postal  progress. 

At  the  moment  of  going  to  press  we  learn 
that  the  above  amendment  passed  the  French 
N^ational  Assembly  on  the  19th  ult.,  but  not 
until  aft«r  a  lengthy  discussion  on  ite  merits, 
iu  which  M.  Wolowski  and  the  postmaster- 
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^neral,  in  its  foronr,  and  a  H.  Caillonx, 
against  its  adoption,,  took  part.  The  first 
portion  of  the  amendment— that  which  re- 
lates to  po^t  cards — was  only  adopted  after 
two  Bnccessive  divisions  par  asfii  el  leva,  the 
first  proving  indecisive. 

Japan. — This   conntry  promises  to   be   a 
prolific  source  of  new  issues.     The  annexed 
type,  first  described  by  the 
Belgian    jonmal,    waa   is- 
sued at  Hiogo  in  Septem- 
ber,   and    supersedes    the 
bine  one  tenpo.     The  in- 
scriptions  in   Roman  let- 
ters, top  and  bottom,  con- 
clusively settle  thequestion 
of  the  orthography  of  the 
derinminfttion      of     value, 
which  must  henceforth  be  written  »e».     The 
sign  ( — )  on  either  aide  indicates  the  value ; 
the  hieroglyphics  lower  down  arc  the  same 
as  those  on  the  first  series  ;  not  so  the  central 
inscription,  which  remains  to  be  deciphered. 
The  branches  which  frame  it  in  are  the  em- 
blems of  the  Mikado, — chrysanthemum  and 
"panlownia," — and  above   is  the  snn;    the 
imperial  dragons  have  disappeared.     There 
are   forty  stamps   in   a   sheet,  and  each  one 
having  been  separately  engraved,  there  are 
aa  many  varieties  as  stamps.    The  impression 
is  in  blue,  on  yellowish  white  wove  paper ; 
perforated  10  and  11,  the  perforating  needles 
having  been  placed  at  irregular  distances. 
Two  shades  are  already  distinguished,  viz., 
bine  and  dark  bine, 

Gkeat  Britain. — It  would  seem  that  the 
impressed  stamp  on  post  cards  has  been  con- 
demned,   and   that  an   em- 
bossed oval  stamp  has  been 
n  adopted    as    ite     successor. 
|\  Oar  publishers  have  received 
hI  from  &  correspondent  a  spe- 
W  cimen  of  this  novelty,  and 
the   annexed   engraving  re- 
presents it  correctly.    It  con- 
sists of  a  cameo  head  of  the  Queen  on  a  sohd 
disk,  inscribed  halfpenny  in  an  arch  above, 
and  POSTAGE  in  a  curve  below,  the  profile  ;  a 
narrow   white    rim    completes  the   design, 
which  is,  as  usual,  embossed  in  the  right  up- 
per comer.     The  card  we  have  seen  was  a 
plain  white  one,  nsed  by  a  private  firm ,  and  the 


stamp  was  impressed  in  &  pink  of  the  same 
shade  as  that  of  the  penny  envelope.  We 
ahonld  imagine  the  embossed  stamp  would 
be  fonnd  inconvenient,  as  it  would  trench 
considerably  on  the  space  on  the  other  side, 
reserved  for  the  communication. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  we  leam  that 
this  embossed  design  is  reserved  for  cards 
specially  stamped  at  Somerset  House,  in  exe- 
cution of  private  orders,  and  will  not  sopersede 
the  existing  design  for  cards  sold  over  the 
post-office  counter.  By  the  creation  of  a 
special  type  for  private  postcards,  the  number 
issued,  and  consequently  the  extent  bo  which 
the  concession  is  appreciated  by  the  public^ 
can  easily  he  ascertained. 

Dutch  West  Indian  Posse ssiosa. —The 
forthcoming  emission  for  these  colonies  tntns 
oat  to  be  composed  of  two  series,  instead  of 
one.  The  values  are  the  same  in  each,  is 
are  also  the  leading  features  of  the  design, 
but  the  colours  differ.  Taking  them  in  de- 
tail, let  US  first  notice  the  issue  for 

Dalch  Gaiu'ia  (or  Snrinam).- The  design 
consists  of  the  profile  of  king  to  left,  in 
pearled  circle ;  name — subinaub— above,  bnt 
in  white  letters,  on  coloured  gronnd ;  value 
below,  on  a  straight  label,  intersected  imme- 
diately under  the  portrait  by  a  small  shield, 
bearing  the  Dutch  arms ;  rosettes  in  Uie 
angles ;  values  : — 
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50       „  orange. 

It  will  not  he  forgotten  thit  Dutch  Gdans 
was  the  reputed  home  of  one  of  the  nuvst  of 
known  essays— the  5  c,  figured  on  p.  119 
of  Dr.  Gray's  catalogue,  5th  edition — whose 
history  has  never  yet  been  ascertained. 

Cuiacoa, — Design  :  profile  of  king  to  left 
in  pearled  circle ;  name — citbacao — above  in 
curved  label,  following  the  circle  ;  below,  a 
carved  label,  inscribed  cent  on  either  side, 
and  intersected  in  the  centre  by  an  ovsl, 
bearing  the  figure  gf  value  on  a  lined  groand; 
angles  of  the  inner  frame  truncated,  and 
filled  with  a  small  ornament;  ground  of  duts 
outside  the  circle;  valnes  : — 
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green. 

grey. 
carmine. 


From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  th&t, 
whilst  preserving  a  certain  general  re- 
semblance to  the  home  stamps,  the  colonial 
emissions  possess  well-marked  peculiarities 
of  their  own. 

Guatemala. — We  are  now  in  a  pOHition  to 
give  a  correct  engraving  of  the  new  type, 
which  beflPB  ont,  in  ite 
'  principal  featnres,  the  de- 
I  scription  we  gave  last 
I  month  from  aa  obliterated 
,  copy.  Some  of  the  em- 
'  blems  are  by  no  means 
I  clear,  and  espectatly  that 
whichsnrmounta  the  scroll. 
Mr.  Pemberton,  in  the  last 
nntnber  of  his  jonmal,  expresses  grave  donbt« 
of  the  anthenticity  of  this  type,  reminding  us 
that  it  has  the  same  namber  of  perforations 
(12)  as  the  Guatemala  swindle  5  c.  brown 
(ship  in  bay),  and  he  argues  that  the  simnl- 
taneoas  appearance  of  these  two  new  values, 
and  the  three  Ecuador  varieties  referred  to 
in  another  column,  is  in  itself  suspicious. 
Bearing  in  mind  that  we  have  had  nothing 
new  from  the  Boston  gang  for  a  long  time 
past,  we  are  inclined  to  share  his  doubts,  and 
pla«e  these  Quatemalas  in  the  list  of  "sns- 
pecte,"  until  such  time  as  conclusive  evidence 
shall  be  forthcoming  of  their  real  worth. 

Cashmere. — Our  Birmingham  contempo- 
rary chronicles  the  following  new  colours  of 
the  rectangular  series: — 

6  pies         ultramarine. 

1  anoa        brownish  yellow. 

1  „  rich  yellow. 

2  „  lemon. 

These  varieties  were  received  from  the  city 
of  Travancore,  and  Mr.  Pemberton  inclines 
to  the  belief  that  the  different  cities  print 
their  own  stamps,  and  are  not  very  particular 
as  to  shade  or  impression.  The  colours  of 
the  1  amta  and  2  annas  are  perfectly  distinct 
from  any  ever  received  in  England. 

Stbaits    Settlbmemts.  —  The    promised 


thirty  cents  has  made  its  appearance,  and 

turns    out   to   be    modelled    _ 

very  closely  oa  the  English   I 

sixpenny  brown,  though  the    I 

narrowness  of  the  ioEcribed    V 

frame  seems  to  us  to  detract   V 

somewhat  from  the  general   I 

effect.      We   give   l£e    en-   I 

graving  without  havingseen   " 

the  original,  of  which  we  ignore  the  colour, 

an  important  particular  which  The  fhilalclint 

does  not  give. 

Bewium.— -R^ply.paid  cards  are  to  be  is- 
sued this  New  Year's  Day.  The  first  half  of 
the  card  has  the  word  cabte-corbespondancb 
at  the  top,  below  it  the  Belgian  arms,  and 
beneath  that  again  the  inscription  repoNse 
PAYEE  ANTWOOKl)  DETAALQ  ;  in  the  right  upper 
comer,  the  5  c.  stamp.  The  second  half,  in- 
stead of  "  reponse  payee,"  is  inscribed  be- 
FOSSB  ANTWOOBD ;  in  all  other  respects  it  is  a 
copy  of  its  companion. 

The  Belgian  M^miteur  of  the  27th  alt., 
contains  a  decree  ordering  the  creation  of 
envelopes  for  that  country,  to  be  sold  to  the 
pnWic  at  the  price  of  one  centime  beyond 
the  value  of  the  stamp.  This  is  followed 
by  a  notice  from  the  minister  that  envelojics 
of  the  value  of  10  centimes  will  be  issued  on 
the  Ist  of  May  neit. 

Spain. — In  confirmation  of  a  brief  notice 
given  in  our  November  number  we  are  able  to 
stat«,  on  theauthority  of  theStftufit  deOuneof, 
that  the  following  changes  are  to  take  place 
on  this  first  of  January.  The  existing  5  c. 
green  (%nre  of  value),  6  c.  bright  blue,  10  c. 
dnll  lilac,  and  12  c.  lilac  are  withdrawn ;  the 
€  c.  and  12  c.  values  are  definitely  suppressed ; 
a  new  5  c.  stamp  is  issued  with  bust  of  king, 
colour  rose;  and  the  10  c.  is  reissued  in  -the 
colour  of  the  abandoned  6  c.  bright  blue. 

BniTisH  Honduras. — The  accuracy  of  the 
report  of  the  issne  of  a  threepenny  stamp  is 
proved  by  the  arrival  of  the  stamp  itself.  It 
is  very  handsome ;  of  precisely  the  same 
design  as  the  four  previously  issued  values ; 
but  the  buckle  of  the  encircling  gart«r  is 
more  to  the  left  tban  even  in  the  sixpenny. 
It  is  printed  a  delicate  fawn-brown,  approach- 
ing closely  to  that  of  the  Western  Australian 
threepence ;  perf.  li,  and  watermarked  cc. 
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Egypt. — The  same  authority  notices  that 
the  recently  received  supplies  of  the  current 
series  are  more  clearly  printed,  except  the 
2  piastres,  which  is  on  a  thinner  paper,  of  an 
apparently  greasy  nature,  giving  worse  im- 
pressions than  ever. 

French  .Colonies. — To  the  number  of 
unper/orated  French  republic  stamps,  doing 
duty  pro  tew.  in  the  colonies,  must  be  added 
the  current  5  c,  15  c,  and  25  c,  which  were 
issued  on  1st  October  last. 

Argentine  Republic. — The  values  of  the 
two  expected  stamps  are  said  to  be  j  centavo 
and  1  centavo ;  and  the  colours  are,  respec- 
tively, lilac  and  green. 

Tasmania.  —  A  five-shilling  stamp  of  the 
new  type  has  just  made  its  appearance,  with 
oblique  watermark — tas  ;  colour,  bright  red- 
violet,  verging  on  magenta. 

ON  THE  VARIETIES  OF  TYPE  OF  THE 
EARLY  SWISS  FEDERAL  STAMPS. 

BY  A  PAHISIAN  COLLECTOR. 

A  GREAT  deal  has  been  written  about  the 
cantonal  stamps  of  Switzerland,  and  abund- 
ant formulcB  have  been  given  for  testing  the 
genuineness  of  the  Geneva,  Basle,  and  Zurich 
stamps,  while  but  comparatively  little  at- 
tention has  been  bestowed  on  the  early  issues 
of  the  Federal  stamps.  The  discovery  of  a 
very  suspicious-looking  copy  of  the  15  cents 
Rayon  III.  in  my  own  collection  induced  me 
to  make  an  investigation  into  these  early 
issues,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  how  many 
types  there  really  were,  so  that  by  looking 
one  of  them  in  ihe  face  I  might  be  able  to 
detect  if  he  were  of  the  true  blood ;  or 
whether,  in  addition  to  the  white  cross  on  his 
escutcheon,  he  had  also  a  bar  sinister  across  it. 
The  results  of  this  investigation,  which  was 
at  the  best  incomplete,  were  communicated 
to  Le  Timbre-Poste  in  November,  1871.  The 
hiatus  then  left  has  been  since  supplied  in 
a  communication*  from  M.  Schulze,  which 
appeared  in  that  journal  for  October  last, 
giving  authentic  details  obtained  from  the 
printer  of  the  stamps  in  question.  From 
this  communication,  and  from  two  articles 
which  appeared  also  in  Le  Timhre-Postfl, 
in  the  year  1868,   I  am  enabled  to  string 


together  some  reliable  inf  ormaition,  the  truth 
of  which  my  readers  can  verify  for  them- 
selves,  as  I  have  d  )ne. 

Before  examining  the  question  of  types,  it 
may  be  well  to  offer  a  few  observations  on 
the  probable  dates  of  issue  of  these  early 
stamps.  The  use  of  postage  stamps  in  some 
of  the  Swiss  cantons  dates  from  the  year 
1843 — a  very  early  epoch  in  the  history  of 
postage  stamps — but  the  intricacies  of  the 
monetary  system  in  Switzerland  prior  to 
1850  were  an  obstacle  to  the  use  of  8tam|B 
for  prepaying  postage  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  canton  in  which  they  were  employed,  or 
beyond  its  limits  and  that  of  any  neighbour- 
ing one  having  a  similar  currency. 

The  Geneva  double  stamp  came  into  use 
most  probably  in  the  early  ^jart  of  1844,  as  a 
specimen  is  mentioned  as  bearing  the  post- 
mark of  the  10th  March,  1844,  and,  with  the 
larger  stamp  of  5  centimes,  continued  in  use 
up  to  the  close  of  1849.  We  here  find,  f  )r 
the  first  time,  postmarked  specimens  of  two 
stamps  of  the  values  of  4  and  5  centimes, 
with  a  white  cross  as  the  principal  feature. 

These  stamps  have  been 
usually  called  the  "  Vaud  " 
stamps,  but  though  all 
authorities  agi*ee  as  to  their 
having  been  used  at  Lau- 
sanne, yet  it  seems  perfectly 
clear  that  their  use  was  not  confined  tj 
the  canton  of  Vaud,  but  extended  also 
to  Geneva;  for  the  obliterating  marks  then 
in  use  in  Geneva  are  found  on  these 
stamps.  They  seem,  from  their  design, 
to  be  of  a  more  generic  character  than  the 
local  stamps  of  Geneva,  Basle,  and  Zurich, 
and  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  forerunnerji 
of  a  general  issue  of  stamps.  In  April,  ISb^K 
two  stamps  were  issued,  both  of  the  value (f 
2  s  rappen,  for  local  postage,  one  having  the 
inscription  in  French — poste  locale— and 
the  other  in  German — orts-post.     From  this 

period  no  copies  of  the  4 
centimes  (Vaud)  are  to  be 
met  with,  and  it  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  it  was  super- 
seded by  the  2  J-  rappen.  Its 
short  existence  is  doubtless 
the  reason  of  its  being  much 
lejs  commonly  met  with  thiin 


m/fmm 


THE  STAMP-COLLEOTOE'3  MAGAZINE. 


13 


its  companion  stamp  of  5  centimeB,  which 
continued  longer  in  use. 

In  October,  1850,  two  other  stamps  were 
issned  for  two  circaita :  5  rappen,  black  on 

I  blue  paper,  for  the  first  cir- 
cuit— Rayon  I.  ;  and  10  rap., 
black  on  yellow,  for  the  second 
circnit — Bayou  II.  The  5 
centimes  (Vand)  appears  also 
to  have  been  employed  con- 
temptoraneously  with  these 
stamps,  aa  also  another  stamp 
of  the  value  of  5  centimes,  called  the 
Nenfchatel  stamp.  This  latter  was  pro- 
bably issued  about  the  month 
of  August,  1B51,  and  continned  , 
to  be  employed  till  abont  the  \ 
close  of  that  year.  The  two 
stamps  of  2^  rappen — poste 
LOCALE  and  orts-tost — were 
suppressed  at  the  end  of  1851 ;  j 
and  two  other  stamps  were 
iKsued,  of  15  rappen  and  15  centimes,  for  a 
third  Rayon — Bayon  III.  The  5  rappen. 
Rayon  I.,  had  also  ceased  to  be  printed 
in  black  on  blue  paper,  and  was  then  printed 
in  blue  on  white,  and  the  c  ilour  of  the  paper 
of  the  10  rappen  was  made  deeper  in  tone. 
On  the  1st  January,  1852,  the  entire  series 
ill  use  consisted  of :  — 

Rayon     I.    5  rappen         blue  on  white. 
„         II.  10       „  blaok  on  orange. 

III.  15       „  red  on  white. 

„  „    15  centimes      red  on  white. 

These  stamps  remained  in  use  till  October, 
1854. 

With  regard  to  the  two  stamps,  4  and  5 
centimes  (Vand),  there  seems  to  be  only  one 
typo  for  the  two  values,  the  sole  difference 
between  the  two  stamps  consisting  in  the 
fignre  of  value.  Thronghont  the  4  centimes 
I  have  never  detected  any  variation  in  the 
shape  of  the  figure ;  but  in  the  5  centimes 
there  are  at  least  two,  if  not  more,  typies  of 
the  figure  of  value,  and  the  letter  c  of  CTS. 
does  not  seem  to  be  invariably  the  same. 
Doubtless,  while  the  5  centimes  was  in  use, 
several  transfers  were  made  of  the  body 
of  the  cng.-Tiving,  Of  the  5  centimes 
(Neufchatel)  M.  Regnaid  states  that  there 
arc    as    many    varieties   as   stamps    on   the 


plate.  For  want  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  specimens,  I  have  not  been  able  to  aecer- 
tain  whether  his  statement  is  correct ;  but  so 
far  as  my  observatjons  have  gone  I  have  not 
detected  any  varieties. 

It  does  not  appear  from  M.  Scbulze's 
communication  where  or  by  whom  the  above 
stamps  had  been  printed ;  but  the  2\  rappen 
FOSTE  LOCALE  and  ORTS-POST,  the  5  rappen 
Bayon  I.,  the  10  rappen  Rayon  II.,  and  the 
two  stamps  of  Rayon  III.,  were  the  work  of 
M.  Durheim,  a  lithographic  printer  at  Berne. 
The  whole  of  these  stamps,  with  the  exception 
of  the  two  for  Rayon  III.,  were  engraved  on 
stone  in  five  rows,  eight  in  each  row,  thus 
making  40  types,  all  differing  from  each 
other  in  some  of  the  minuter  details.  Four 
transfers  were  then  taken  from  the  engraving, 
so  aa  to  form  a  sheet  of  160  stamps.  Very 
shortly  after  the  appearance  of  the  2j  rappen 
stamps,  a  black  line  was  added  round  the 
cross ;  and  this  addition  was  afterwards  made 
to  the  5  rappen  stamps  black  on  blue  paper, 
but  as  this  waa  only  effected  shortly  before 
they  ceased  to  be  printed  on  blue  paper, 
speciniena  of  this  latter  value  with  the  black 
Ime  are  rather  scarce. 

This  line  round  the  cross  was  never  applied 
to  the  stamps  of  10  rappen,  and  was  ef^ed 
from  the  engraving  of  the  5  rappen  pre- 
viously to  the  stamps  being  printed  in  blue 
on  white  paper,  though  imperfectly  in  some 
cises,  as  specimens  are  found  in  which  slight 
traces  of  the  line  still  appear. 

The  15  rappen  Bayon  III.  stamps  were 
engraved  on  stone  in  two  rows  of  five  each, 
ten  in  all,  each  stamp  differing  from  the 
others  in  som?  minute  details,  and  transfers 
were  taken  from  this  engraving.  The  letters 
Rp.  were  then  effaced  and  replaced  by  the 
letters  Cle.,  so  that  the  same  varieties  in  the 
design  are  found  in  the  centime  series  as  in 
the  rappen  series.  A  careful  examination  of 
specimens  of  the  centime  series  will  also 
snow  that  the  lettering  is  not  uniform  in  each 
variety,  the  size  and  form  of  the  letter  0 
is  especially  noticeable,  evidently  showing 
that  the  engraving  waa  subsequently  re- 
touched. 

The  supply  of  15  rappen  doubtless  be> 
coming  exhaasted,  a  second  engraving  was 
m^le  also  of  ten  stamp.;.     This  is  readdy 
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disdngaishable  from  the  first  by  the  size  o£- 
■  the  fignreq,  aa  well  as  by  the  details  of  the 
groondwork,  4c. 

The  annnftt  consumption  of  these  stamps 
having  in  the  yesr  1854  reached  six  millions, 

I  the  Federal  government  de- 
cided on  the  issne  of  a  new 
series,  and  on  the  removal  of 
the  msnufactnre  of  them  to 
the  mint.  On  the  first  of 
October,  1854,  the  new  neries 
appeared,  consisting  of  five 
values,  5,  10,  16,  20,  and  40 
centimes,  rappen,  or  centesimi — the  three 
languages  being  all  employed  in  the  new  de- 
sign. The  whole  of  the  finished  and  nnfin- 
Ished  sheets  in  the  bands  of  M.  Dnrheim 
■were  handed  over  by  him  to  the  postal  admin- 
istiBtion,  as  well  as  the  original  engravings. 
These  latter  were  defaced  by  the  adminis- 
tration, and  the  remaining  stock  of  the  old 
stamps  was  burnt. 


PROPOSED   FRENCH   OFFlCIAIi 
STAMPS. 

A  coxniTTBE  was  appointed  last 
the  French  National  Assembly,  to 
the  working  of  the  French  postal  service, 
and  its  report,  which  teems  with  interesting 
mflttor,  was  dnly  published  in  the  Journal 
OJieiel.  For  the  present,  however,  we  most 
content  onrselvea  with  extracting  the  pro- 
posals of  the  committee  with  reference  to  the 
emission  of  French  official  stamps.  These 
propasale  are  most  probably  still  nnder  con- 
sideration. 

After  suggesting  the  propriety  of  making 
the  prepayment  of  general  correspondence 
obligatory,  "there  is  another  reform,"  says 
the  report,  which  in  principle  is  nnquestion- 
ably  just,  profitable  to  the  Treasury,  sought 
after  since  the  time  of  Louis  XV.,  and 
which,  from  onr  point  of  view,  it  appears  not 
impossible  to  realise— we  speak  of  the 
revision  of  the  restriction  of  the  franking 
privilege,  and  of  the  measures  to  be  taken 
to  diminish  the  abuses  of  it,  already  lessened, 
it  is  true,  bnt  still  groat. 

Assuredly  the  law  wfi^  a  jnst  one,  and 
politically  useful,  which  decided  under  every 


rigima  that  officials  called  on  to  correspond 
between  themselves  on  matters  of  publio  in- 
terest, might  do  so  grs:tts.  But,  little  by 
little,  as  always  happens,  by  the  side  of 
justifiable  exemptions  others  grew  up  which 
were  not  so.  For  instance,  is  it  not  going 
beyond  the  limits,  to  authorise  private  persons 
to  writ«  entirely  without  cost  to  certain 
functionaries,  and  to  the  ministers  ?  SliU, 
if  that  were  all,  we  might  bear  wHth  the  evil. 
Bat  it  exists  elsewhere,  and  in  greater  degree 
— it  exists,  above  all,  in  that  dishonesty 
which  diverts  to  a  large  extent  the  postsl 
franchise  from  ite  legitimate  eniploynient 

Bnt  too  often  letters  referring  to  matters 
of  only  private  interest  reach  the  addressees 
post  free  in  consequence  of  their  bearing  a 
frank-mark  to  which  they  have  no  right.  On 
other  occasions,  the  person  possessing  the 
franking  privilege  receives  post  free,  under  a 
double  envelope,  a  letter  intended  for  som? 
one  of  his  scqnaintance,  and  transmits  it 
to  him.  Again,  it  is  not  only  the  pos- 
sessors of  the  privilege  who  misuse  it :  their 
subordinates  very  frequently  arrogate  to 
themselves,  in  turn,  the  profit  of  an  illegal 
practice ;  in  fact,  in  many  pnblic  offices 
it  is  the  fixed  custom  to  substitute  a  hand- 
stamp  for  the  signature  which  alone  in  the 
first  instance  conferred  exemption ;  and  it  wHl 
be  easily  understood  that  this  handstunp, 
more  or  less  clandestinely  employed,  protects 
from  payment  a  great  many  letters  on  which 
the  Treasury  ought  to  receive  the  postage. 

Does  this  prove  that  the  postal  adminis- 
tration is  powerless  against  snch  culpable 
practices?  In  theory,  no;  in  reality,  yes. 
The  postal  i^ent  who  suspects  a  violation  uf 
the  law,  certainly  has  it  in  his  power  io 
cause  a  verification  to  be  made  according  t« 
the  prescribed  rules.  Some  few  have  tried 
it,  but  it  mast  be  admitted  their  seal  has  not 
been  successful.  It  must  not  be  foi^tten 
that  the  passessors  of  the  franking  privilege 
are  all  personages  endowed  with  a  certain 
authority,  and  that  an  investigation  inte  the 
circumstances  of  its  employment  being  »o 
implication  against  their  good  faith,  even 
when  it  only  tonches  on  the  proceodinp 
of  their  subordinates,  gives  birth,  as  is  bnt 
natural,  to  ill-hnmour  and  rancour.  Thni  it 
liappens  that  at  pre.4Cnt,  and  fur  a  long  tim: 
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past)  a  certain  tolerance  has  passed  into  a 
cnstom. 

These  abuses  are  not  incurable.  It  is  even 
permissible  to  hope  two  enercretic  remedies 
would  speedily  reduce  them.  The  first  thing 
to  do  would  be  to  revise  and  cut  down  the 
bng  list  of  existing  exemptions,  settled  in 
1844,  and  largely  added  to  since  in  practice ; 
and  some  members  of  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  lay 
down  the  principle  that  the  receipt  of  free 
letters  should  alone  be  permitted.  The 
second  measure  to  be  taken  against  fraud 
would  be  to  change,  so  as  to  render  verifi- 
cation possible,  the  mode  of  franking. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  advisable  not  to  allow 
any  unpaid  official  letters  to  pass  the  post, 
but  to  insist  on  prepayment,  and  reimburse 
the  functionaries  possessing  the  "  franchise  " 
afterwards;  this  is  what  the  English  do.* 
Perhaps  it  would  be  still  better  to  renounce 
the  system  of  signatures  and  handstamps, 
and  issue  special  postage  stamps,  differing 
from  the  ofliers  both  in  form  and  colour, 
which  each  minister  would  distribute  to  his 
immediate  subordinates,  who,  in  turn,  would 
then  hand  them  over  to  such  of  the  inferior 
employes  as  might  possess  the  right  to  use 
them. 

Each  one  would  receive  in  proportion  to 
the  average  of  his  requirements.  There 
Would  be  no  lack  of  elements  for  establishing 
this  average.  For  instance,  there  is  not  a  pre- 
fecture where  an  estimate  could  not  be  made 
of  the  usual  number  of  letters  per  annum 
which  the  mayor  of  each  commune  sends  to 
the  prefect,  and  of  the  replies  which  are  for- 
warded to  them.  There  is  not  a  court  of 
justice  of  which  the  prorureur  general  could 
not  reckon  up  the  number  of  letters  exchanged 
between  it  and  the  other  courts  of  the  district. 
These,  and  other  corresponding  reports,  pre- 
pared in  each  administration,  would  serve  as 
a  basis  for  the  distribution  of  the  stamps  among 
those  entitled  to  use  them.  If  there  were 
not  enough,  an  increase  should  not  be  re- 
fused, but  as  the  insufficiency  would  have  to  be 

•  [Our  neighbours  are  in  error ;  our  public  functionarira 
do  tiol  prepay  their  con-espondence ;  but  lis  weight  and 
the  postage  wliieh  would  have  been  paid  thereon  are 
♦stiniated.  and  the  po.^t-office  takes  credit  for  the  amount 
in  \:*  annual  n'poit.-  Kn  ] 


proved,  an  investigation  perhaps  provoked, 
and  a  formal  request  made,  one  might  hope 
that"  the  possessors  of  the  privilege  would 
not  only  abstain  from  abusing  it  themselves; 
but  would  endeavour  to  prevent  fraud  from 
being  carried  on  around  them. 

The  Spaniards  have  finished  by  adopting 
the  preceding  system,  and  appear  as  satisfied 
with  it  as  the  English  are  with  their  com- 
bination. We  find  ourselves,  then,  authorised 
to  say  that  a  committee  of  experienced  meh, 
guided  by  the  trials  already  made  on  the 
other  side  of  the  channel  and  the  Pyrenees, 
elucidating  and  applying  the  ideas  above 
emitted,  could  not  faQ  to  find  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  difficult  problem  which  has 
hitherto  defied  every  effort. 

NEW  GRANADA  "BOGUS"  STAMPS. 

Messrs.  Stanley  Gibbons  and  Co.  have  for- 
warded to  us  some  specimens  of  Colombian 
stamps  lately  received  by  them  from  Mr. 
Engelhardt  Pohl.  As  we  have  seen  specimens 
similar  to  some  of  these  in  the  h^ds  of  a 
dealer,  at  prices  for  which  genuine  copies 
ought  to  be  bought,  we  would  give  a  word 
of  caution  to  our  refers  to  beware  of  these 
imitations.  One  of  these  stamps  is  a  sobre- 
POKTE  25  centavos,  1870;  but  this  is  so  badly 
executed  as  not  to  be  likely  to  deceive. 
Would  that  as  much  could  be  said  about  the 
rest  of  the  batch  ;  they  are  carefully  got  up 
and  gummed.  The  gseater  part  of  the  speci- 
mens are  obliterated  with  an  oval  mark, 
within  which  parts  of  the  word  "Bogota" 
are  to  be  seen;  and  they  have  remnants 
of  paper  on  the  backs,  as  if  they  had  been 
torn  from  a  letteri 

The  first  lot  consists  of  the  5  c,  10  c,  20  c, 
and  50  c.  of  the  1864  type.  The  colours  of 
the  imitations  differ  considerably  from  those 
of  the  genuine,  especially  in  the  5  c.  and 
20  c,  the  first  of  which  is  far  too  yellow,  and 
the  latter  too  vermilion.  A  great  difference 
is  also  perceptible  in  the  figures  of  value ;  but 
we  think  the  most  ready  mode  of  detecting 
them  is  to  observe  the  bottom  of  the  shield. 
In  the  genuine  copies  this  is  only  a  line,  but 
in  the  forged  ones  it  is  a  small  ship.  It 
should  be  remarked  that  all  the  stamps  are 
from  the  same  stone,  the  figures  of  value 


16 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE 


being  changed  to  adapt  them  to  the  diJfferent 
values. 

The  next  lot  consists  of  the  1865  series. 
The  -peso  is  given  in  two  colonrs — carmine 
and  vermilion.  These  stamps  may  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  genuine  by  the  shading 
of  the  left  upper  comer.  In  the  forgeries 
this  shading  radiates  from  the  oval,  while  in 
the  genuine  ones  it  is  oblique.  All  these 
stamps  are  also  from  the  same  stone,  with 
the  figures  of  value  altered  to  adapt  it  to  the 
other  values. 

The  next  are  two  nondescript  stamps,  of 
20  and  50  centavos,  of  the  type  of  the  10 
oentavos  of  1867.  An  engraving  of  the  10 
centavos  has  therefore  been  made  and  adapted 
to  these  fanciful  stamps  by  changing  the 
figure  of  value. 

The  last  is  the  10  pesos  of  1867,  by  no 
means  badly  executed.  Unfortunately — or 
rather,  we  ought  to  say,  fortunately — the 
forgers  have  niade  two  errors  in  the  inscrip- 
tion, which  reads  correos  nues  e  u.  de. 
COLUMBIA,  instead  of  correos  nles.  b.  d.  db 
COLOMBU.  There  are  also  three  stars  too 
many. 

DANGEROUS  FORGERIES. 

There  are  plenty  of  common  counterfeits 
of  the  stamps  of  Romagna,  which  can  only 
deceive  the  utterest  tyros,  but  a  new  set  of 
forgeries  has  just  mEtde  its  appearance  which 
are  calculated  to  mislead  the  most  experi- 
enced philatelist.  It  is  true  that  there  is 
hardly  a  single  detail  in  which  they  do  not 
differ  from  the  genuine  stamps,  but  the 
difference  in  every  instance  but  one  is  so 
slight  as  to  be  practically  imperceptible,  ex- 
cept on  close  comparison  with  the  true  type, 
and  is  consequently  impossible  to  describe 
with  sufficient  accuracy  to  render  detection 
certain.  Happily  there  is  one  item  in  which 
the  imitation  is  manifestly  imperfect,  and  it 
will  permit  of  instant  recognition  of  the 
counterfeits  without  reference  to  the  genuine 
stamps.  We  allude  to  the  position  of  the 
ornament  in  the  right  upper  comer.  In  the 
genuine  this  ornament  is  square  with  the 
corner^  and  therefore  in  a  straight  line  with 
the  word  bollo  ;  whilst  in  the  forgery  it  has 
quite  slipped  out  of  place  and  slopes  con- 


siderably to  the  right,  almost  touching  the 
letter  p  of  postale  ;  furthermore,  if  a  Ime  be 
drawn  along  the  bottom  of  the  word  bollo, 
quite  a  third  of  the  entire  ornament  will  be 
found  to  lie  below  it. 

If  placed  by  the  side  of  genuine  stamps, 
the  thickness  of  the  lettering  in  the  forgeries 
(except  in  the  word  Eomagne)  will  be  per- 
ceived, and  likewise  the  difference  in  the 
colour  of  the  paper,  which  accords  neither 
with  that  of  the  originals  nor  that  of  the  re- 
prints, which  latter  are  all  froia  the  one  sole 
genuine  die. 

These  forgeries  are  all  postmarked  with 
an  imitation  of  the  correct  obliteration ;  bnt 
here  again  there  is  a  considerable  difference, 
the  space  between  the  bars  of  the  forged 
portmark  being  nearly  double  as  large  as 
between  those  of  the  genuine. 

The  vendors  of  these  counterfeits  reside 
at  Messina,  whence  they  addressed  a  supply 
to  our  publishers,  to  whom  the  thanks  of 
philatelists  are  due  for  the  steps  they  have 
immediately  taken  to  secure  the  exposure  of 
imitations  which,  had  they  passed  unnoticed, 
would  have  done  great  harm. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  PKOPOSED  PHILATELICAL  CONGRESS. 

To  the  Editor  of  **  The  Stamp-Cou.bctor'8  M  agaiike." 

Dear  Sir, — ^Will  you  permit  me  to  ask  a  few  quettioiu 
about  the  "congress,  to  be  held  at  Paris,  of  which  you 
Bpeak  in  your  number  for  December  ?  As  I  shall  in  all 
probttbilitv  be  in  Paris  in  August  or  September,  I  should 
very  much  like  to  attend  the  meeting  you  propose,  but 
only  as  one  who  desires  to  learn,  as  I  am  not  a  gre«t  c(d- 
lector,  and  my  experience  of  philatelical  matters  is  very 
limited.  But  I  suppose  that  the  congress  you  propose 
would  be  public,  or  at  least  that  one  would  obtain  admis* 
sion  on  the  payment  of  a  certain  entrance  fee.  As  you 
ask  persons  hkely  to  attend  to  write  you,  I  do  so  now,  and 
propose  that  the  meeting  should  be  held  in  some  public 
room,  where  everyone  should  be  admitted,  collectors  and 
outsiders,  on  payment  of  a  certain  sum.  The  Parisians 
being  rather  curious,  I  fancy  many  people  would  atteiMl, 
and  so  Hot  only  any  expenses  incurred  W  the  hiring  of 
the  room  might  be  covered,  but  perhaps  also  a  small  sum 
made,  which  might  be  devoted  to  any  plan  for  the  en- 
couragement of  stamp-collecting.  I  suppose  that  before 
hiring  rooms,  a  certain  sum  would  have  to  be  made  sure 
of,  and  propose,  therefore,  prepayment  by  stamp-collectors 
who  intena  being  present,  or  a  guarantee  on  their  part. 

Trusting  that  1  have  not  taken  up  too  much  of  your 
valuable  space, 

I  remain, 

Yours  truly, 

Torquay,  B.  C.  del  C. 
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OUR   CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Fhilatelical,  Journal. — We  deeply  regret 
that  this  is  the  last  occasion  on  which  we 
shall  have  the  pleasure  of  noticing  this 
journal  as  a  monthly  publication.  Too 
much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  accom- 
plished editor  for  his  energy  in  completing 
the  first  and  only  volume  by  the  issue  of  the 
two  concluding  numbers  now  before  us,  of 
which  the  preparation  has  been  superintended 
from  a  sick  bed.  Philately  itself  acquires 
new  dignity  from  the  devotedness  of  such 
faithful  servants  as  Mr.  Pemberton,  and  our 
readers  will  share  our  own  pleasure  on  learn- 
ing that  The  Phllatelical  Journal  is  to  be 
continued,  in  the  words  of  its  editor,  as  "  a 
high-class  quarterly.*'  Such  a  magazine,  in 
which  exhaustive  monographs  may  be  pub- 
lished without  such  interruptions  as  are 
almost  necessarily  incidental  to  their  ap- 
pearance in  a  monthly  journal,  will,  we  doubt 
not,  prove  of  great  utility ;  and  we  trust  that 
long  ere  the  promised  first  number  appears, 
its  editor's  health,  sorely  tried  by  a  most 
painful  and  protracted  illness,  may  be  com- 
pletely re-established. 

Turning  now  to  the  issues  for  November 
and  December,  we  find  them,  like  their  prede- 
cessors, full  of  readable  matter.  The  double 
number  for  November  contains  no  less  than 
sixteen  articles,  among  which  may  be  spe- 
cially signalized  for  their  interest  the  con- 
cluding portion  of  the  "  Parisian  Collector's  " 
paper  on  "  The  Turkish  Stamps,"  the  list  of 
"  6ogus  Novelties,"^  and  "  Roadside  Ram- 
blings,"  by  Quelqu'un,  Who  the  "  Some- 
body "  is  by  whom  the  last-named  paper  was 
written  it  is  not  for  us  to  say ;  but  those  who 
are  not  in  the  secret  may  form  a  shrewd 
guess  as  to  the  authorship  from  its  style. 

Glancing  through  the  pages  of  this  num- 
ber, we  come  upon  an  observation  which 
students  of  obsolete  series  would  do  well  to 
bear  in  mind. 

It  is  an  understood  axiom  in  studying  used  stamps,  that 
a  single  obliteration  of  a  certain  date  cannot  fix  the 
currency  of  a  stamp  of  uncertain  date,  since  a  long  obso- 
lete stamp  mayf  by  [one  ofl  a  thousand  accidents,  be  used 
yvauB  after  it  has  ceased  to  have  a  postal  exbtence. 

Under  the  heading  "  Russian  Locals,"  the 
editor  inserts,  and  comments  on,  the  letter 
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of  a  sceptical  correspondent,  who  pretends 
that  the  Helsingfors  stamp  and  Russian 
locals  are  not  postals.  The  assertions  of  this 
correspondent  illustrate  the  truth  of  the 
saying  that  a  "little  knowledge  is  a  dange- 
rous thing."  The  rural  or  secondary  posts, 
the  existence  of  which  the  head  of  the  foreign 
department  of  iihe  Russian  post-office  is 
stated  to  have  denied,  are  referred  to  in  the 
report  recently  published  in  the  government 
organ,  The  Official  Messenger,  However,  we 
will  resist  the  temptation  of  going  farther 
into  the  subject,  Mr.  Overy  Taylor  being,  as 
we  understand,  engaged  in  preparing  a  com- 
plete history  of  the  Russian  local  stamps, 
which  we  trust  to  have  the  pleasure  of  nub- 
ILshing  shortly. 

The  December  number  is  made  up  of  the 
usual  "  Cream ; "  "  Our  Black  List,"  in  which 
Messrs.  Sidney  Simpson  &  Co.,  of  unenviable 
notoriety,  and  other  minor  forgery-sellers, 
are  shown  up ;  **  Novelties  ;"  "  The  Stamped 
Envelopes  of  the  United  States,"  an  ana- 
lytical article,  of  value  to  philatelists  who 
collect  those  envelopes  in  all  their  varieties  of 
size  and  paper ;  "  Remarks  on  The  Philateh'cal 
Journal^  No.  8,"  a  series  of  acute  commen- 
taries ;  "Reviews;"  and  "Bogus  Novelties." 
The  review  of  the  tenth  volume  of  Tfie 
Stamp-Collector^ s  Magazine  is  a  most  kind 
and  gratifying  one,  evidently  prompted  by 
feelings  of  warm  and  hearty  sympathy,  and 
we  shall  always  hold  it  in  pleasant  remem- 
brance. 

La  Gazette  des  Timbres. — The  last  two 
numbers  of  this  journal  have  each  made 
their  appearance  some  considerable  time 
after  their  nominal  date  of  publication.  En- 
gravers and  clicheurs  are  blamed  for  their 
delay ;  but,  speaking  with  some  experience  in 
this  matter,  we  believe  that  all  such  diffi- 
culties could  be  overcome  by  the  exercise  of 
the  necessary  amount  of  will;  with  the  de- 
termination would  come  the  ability  to  be 
punctual,  and  the  Gazette  would  gain  by 
regularity  as  much  as  it  must  now  lose  by  its 
unbusiness-like  lack  of  it. 

The  chief  interest  of  the  two  numbers  lies 
in  the  editor's  paper  on  the  Japanese  stamps, 
to  which  we  have  already  incidentally  refer- 
red, and  of  which,  when  complete,  we  intend 
giving  an  abstract.     In  the  *'  Minor  Gazette  " 
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the  best  mothod  to  be  adopted  for  motmt- 
ing  stamps  and  envelopes  is  discussed. 

Tlie  PhUufdiKt, — Of  this  excellent  publi- 
cation we  have  three  numbers  to  notice. 
That  for  November  is  somewhat  below  the 
usual  standard,  but  the  December  emission 
is  distinguished  by  the  illustrations  of  the 
types  of  the  new  Chilian  envelopes  and  the 
30  c.  Straits  Settlements;  whilst  the  January 
number  is  equally  noteworthy  for  the  engrav- 
ings of  the  New  Zealand  stamps.  In  the 
latter  appears  a  fresh  instalment  of  "The 
Spud  Papers,"  but  this  time  from  Mr.  Pem- 
berton's  pen. 

Le  Timbre  Paste. — The  November  number 
contains  the  translation  of  a  letter  from  the 
director  of  the  local  post  of  Louga,  addressed 
to  a  philatelist  who  had  thought  it  possible, 
by  sending  him  a  rouble  bank-note,  to  obtain 
a  supply  of  the  Louga  stamps.  The  reply  is 
a  sample  of  obtuse  officialism,  and  well  ex- 
emplifies the  truth  of  the  saying,  attributed 
to  the  first  Napoleon,  "  Scratch  a  Russian, 
and  you  find  the  Tartar  beneath."  Some 
interesting  details  respecting  the  Romag- 
nese  stamps  are  given  in  the  December 
impression.  On  the  2nd  July,  1859,  a 
certain  Professor  Gherardi  de  Lugo  was  re- 
quested to  prepare  a  design  for  the  projected 
series ;  and  as  he  failed  to  comply  with  the 
request,  the  Turin  post-office  was  applied  to 
for  a  type,  but  ultimately  the  design  known 
to  collectors  was  adopted  by  the  "  Govern- 
ment Assembly"  of  Romagna,  and  the  supply 
printed  at  Bologna.  The  emission  of  the 
series  was  notified  by  a  decree  signed  by  the 
governor-general,  and  dated  Bologna,  30th 
August,  1859 ;  its  suppression  was  decreed 
by  the  governor  of  the  Emilian  pi*ovinces 
on  the  12th  January,  1860. 

In  the  current  instalment  of  the  article  on 
"  Stamped  Envelopes  "  Dr.  Magnus  refers, 
inter  alia,  to  M.  Bronne's  visit  to  England, 
in  1841,  as  envoy  of  the  Belgian  post-office, 
and  his  report  on  the  comparative  advantages 
of  adhesive  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes. 
M.  Bronne  decided  in  favour  of  the  latter, 
and  gave  in  a  design  for  an  envelope,  of 
which  Le  Timbre  Fuate  publishes  an  illustra- 
tion. 


now  appears  M.  Moens  received  his  three 
specimens  from  Mr.  Goldner.  M.  Moens  in- 
clines to  think  they  are  genuine  embryos; 
time  will  prove. 


The  January  number  treats  of  the  mythi- 
cal 10  c.  Prince  Edward  Island,  of  which  it 
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Siamps  issued  hj  the  German  authoriiief. 

In  the  last  paper  an  incidental  reference  was 
made  to  the  stamps  commonly  known  as 
forming  the  "  Alsace  and  Lorraine "  series, 
which  wo  have  now  to  consider  in  detail 
The  name  they  have  received  is  essentaallv 
inaccurate,  but  it  embodies  the  general  belief 
entertained  at  the  time  of  their  emission, 
that  their  circulation  would  not  extend  be- 
yond the  ancient  Elsass  and  Lothringen,  of 
which  it  was  the  assumed  intention  of  the 
Germans  to  take  possession.     In  other  words, 
the  administration  of  the  postal  service  in 
those  provinces  was  looked  upon  as  a  mere 
preliminary — as  in  the  case  of  the  Schleswig- 
Holstein  emissions  —  to  the  formal  annexation. 
Not  even  those  who  foresaw  the  probabiHtj 
of  the  occupation  of  the  heart  of  the  country 
by  the  invaders  had  any  idea  that  the  Ger- 
man postal  emploii^s  would  follow  the  army 
and  re-establish  the  e very-day  service  where- 
ever  that  army  obtained  a  firm  hold.     Such, 
however,  was  the   case.     The    currencv  of 
the  "Alsace  and   Lorraine''  stamps,  origi- 
nally limited  to  the  vicinity  of  Strasbourg:, 
spread  with  the  unheard-of  progress  of  ikit 
German  arms,  northwards  as  for  as  Abbe- 
ville, and  westward  almost  to  Le  Mans.    At 
the  termination  of  the  war  their  circulation 
was  once  more  restricted  to  the  two  border 
provinces,  wherein  they  lost  all  claim  to  be 
considered  as  French  stamps,  and  became  in 
reality  a  provisional  German  series. 
.    Some  collectors  may  question  the  propriety 
of   classing  these  stamps  with  the  French, 
but  on  this  point  the  opinion  of  the  leading 
French  authority— Dr.  Magnus — may  well 
be  considered  canclusive.     In  almost  the  b^ 
number  of  thfe  extinct  Timbrvphilf^  after  ad- 
verting to  the  difficulty  of  com'mg  to  a  de- 
cision, he  expresses  the  opinion  that,  although 
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not  a  French  emission,  they  should  still  find 
place  in  an  article  treating  of  the  stamps  in 
une  in  France  in  1870-71.  They  cannot,  in 
fact,  with  any  propriety  be  classed  apart,  for, 
as  shown  above,  they  were  employed  not 
ofUy  in  Alsace  and  Lorraine,  but  in  several 
other  provinces ;  nor  can  they  be  placed  with 
the  German  stamps,  for  they  were  not,  ex- 
cept at  the  last,  used  in  Germany,  and  it  is 
certainly  a  safer  course  to  chronicle  the 
stamps  according  to  the  place  of  their  cur- 
rency than  according  to  the  nationality  of  the 
issuing  authorities. 

The    emission     of     the     Franco-German 
stamps  took  place  about  the  end  of  August, 

1870,  when  five  values  made 
their  appearance,  1  c,  2  c, 
4  c,  10  c,  and  20  c.  In  Jan- 
uary of  the  following  year 
two  more  values  were  is- 
sued, the  5  c.  and  25  c, 
which  complet-ed  the  series. 
The  design  offers  but  slight 
ground  for  comment.  Whether  from  mo- 
tives of  delicacy  towards  the  invaded,  as  has 
been  suggested,  or,  as  is  more  probable,  from 
mere  considerations  of  utility,  the  inscription 
is  limited  to  the  word  postes,  and  nothing 
appears  on  the  face  of  the  stamps  to  indicate 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  their  emis- 
sion. These  stamps  were  made  for  use,  and 
not  for  ornament;  and  like  many  another 
series,  hailing  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
they  give  proof  of  the  true  German  love 
of  things  practical.  For  most  collectors  one 
specimen  of  each  value  will  sufl&ce,  but  those 
who  care  for  varieties  will  be  careful  to  ob- 
tain examples  of  an  eneur  d'impressuyti, 
which  occurred  in  respect  of  all,  or  nearly 
all,  the  values,  and  consists,  to  put  it  con- 
cisely, in  the  ground-pattern  being  upside 
down.  In  copies  which  present  the  design 
in  its  normal  state,  the  cjncave  side  of  the 
curves  is  uppermost,  in  the  .errors  the  reverse 
is  the  case ;  but  the  occurrence  of  these 
varieties  proves  simply  that  the  printer  took 
hold  of  the  sheet,  on  which  the  butxlafje  had 
been  impressed  in  advance,  by  the  bottom, 
instead  of  the  top,  when  he  put  it  under  the 
press  to  receive  the  imprint  of  the  frame 
and  inscription  of  the  stamps. 

It  has  been  stated  that  a  sub-type  exists, 


with  the  lettering  closer  together.  This  is 
by  no  means  improbable,  but  I  have  had  no 
means  of  verifying  the  statement.  I  have 
compared  together  stamps  showing  the  burC' 
lagc  right  side  up,  with  others  witli  reversed 
burelayel  and  find  the  inscriptions  differ  only 
to  such  a  slight  and  almost  inappreciable  ex- 
tent as  may  be  explained  by  the  clearness  or 
the  thickness,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the 
impression. 

In  colour  some  of  the  stamps  vary  con- 
siderably ;  thus  the  2  c,  with  ordinary 
ground,  is  of  a  dark  chocolate-brown,  whilst 
those  with  reversed  hurelaje  are  of  a  light 
red-brown,  approaching  to  burnt  sienna. 
The  10  c.  also  exists  in  at  least  two  distinct 
shades,  and  minor  variations  may  be  noticed 
in  the  others.  No  doubt  the  total  quantity 
of  stamps  used  was  very  large ;  the  acci- 
dental appearance  of  colour  varieties  is  there- 
fore by  no  means  surprising. 

Fost  Carols. — These  were  issued  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1871.  They  bore  no 
impressed  stamp.  They  contain,  however,  a 
place  for  an  adhesive,  and  bear  the  needful 
inscriptions.  I  have  never  come  aero  iS  any 
of  these  cards  myself,  and  have  reason  tj 
suppose  that  their  circulation  must  have  been 
extremely  limited. 

Tax  on  Letters. — Just  after  the  armistice 
was  concluded,  by  virtue  of  which  (among 
other  things)  the  Germans  were  to  hold  the 
department  of  the  Somme  until  after  the< 
payment  of  the  first  Ijalf  milliard  of  the  indem- 
nity, a  charge  of  20  centimes  each  was  mado 
by  the  German  officials  on  all  letters  posted 
within  that  department.  This  charge  they 
had  received  orders  (as  the  French  journals 
put  it)  from  "  a  very  high  quarter  "  to  im- 
pose, and  it  was  collected  afc  the  receiving 
post-office.  All  letters  from  towns  in  tho 
Somme  bore,  besides  the  Fi-ench  20  c.  ad- 
hesive, the  handstamped  inscription  taxb 
ALLEMANDE,  followed  by  a  large  figure  2,  sig- 
nifying two  cU'dmes.  This  tax,  or  '*  requi- 
sition," remained  in  force  for  about  six  weeks ; 
why  it  was  withdrawn  I  do  not  now  remem- 
ber. The  imposition  of  such  a  charge  was  a 
high-handed  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Germans,  especially  after  tho  conclusion  of 
peace ;  but  it  must  be  said  that  if  tlioir  man- 
agement of  the  French  post-offices  was  signal- 
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i§ed  l^  some  arbitraiy  acts,  it  was  also  made 
the  opportunity  for  beneficial  innovations, 
which,  unfortunately,  the  French  have  been 
nnable  to  maintain  in  force ;  an,  for  instance, 
■when  letteM  were  carried  by  the  Germans 
between  Amiens  and  any  occnpied  town  at 
/eft  centimes,  instead  of  twenty. 

UNPAID   LETTBB  STAMPS, 

The  ehiffre-toxe  stamps  are  applied  by  the 
postal  officials  to  unpaid  letters,  and  indicate 
I  the  amount  of  postage  which 
I  the  postman  is  entitled  to 
I  claim  on  delivering  the  let- 
in  1859  two  stamps, 
I  both  of  the  value  of  10  cen- 
I  times,  were  issued  ;  the  first 
'  was  lithc^raphed,  and  was  in 
fact  a  provisional ;  the  second  was  typo- 
graphed.  The  first  was  in  nae  bat  for  a 
very  short  time,  and  is,  conseqaently.  rare ; 
the  second  remained  in  use  until  186!),  when 
it  was  superseded  by  the  15  c.  The  latter 
continued  in  circnladon  until  1871,  when  the 
three  current  values  made  their  appearance. 
All  these  stamps  are  of  one  and  the  same 
type  ;  the  two  10  c.  and  the  15  c.  are  printed 
in  black.     The  current  set  reads  as  follows: 


25  centimes 


black. 


60         „  yellow-oohre. 

Besides  these  there  is  mention  made  in  Le 
Timhre-PotU  of  May,  1871,  of  a  IMnyraplicl 
15  c.  black,  supposed  to  be  of  Bordeaux 
origin,  but,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  further 
information  respectinfi^  it  has  been  obtained. 

Of  the  foregoing  values  a  line-pierced  issue 
of  the  engraved  15  c.  took  place,  of  which 
specimens  are  rather  scarce,  and  the  current 
25  0.  is  also  found  so  perforated. 

The  existing  25  c.  represents  the  charge 
for  unpaid  letters  posted  and  delivered  in 
one  and  the  same  district.  The  other  two 
cnrrentvalues  are  for  general  correspondence, 
but  they  are  hardly  ever  used,  either  bocause 
the  number  of  unpaid  letters  is  very  small, 
or  because  the  postal  employea  prefer  mark- 
ing the  postage  in  ink,  as  they  have  been 
accnstomed  to  do. 

JIICRNAI,    STAHI'S. 

The  stiimps  of  which  the  design  is  here 


figured  were  issned  about  April,  1869,  and  are 
now  obsolete.  They 
were  nominally  of  the 
value  2  c.,  and  wei« 
printed  in  three  co- 
lours— violet,  bine, 
and  red.  The  violet 
stamps  are  not  fairly 
collectable,  since  they 
represent  only  the  tu 
or  duty  on  the  jour- 
nals to  which  they 
were  affixed.  The 
blnea   and    the    reds 

represented   the  tax  plot   the  pottage,  and 

are  therefore  admissible.     Their  real  valoee 

were  as  follows  : — 

For  Provincial  JuuraaU: — ■ 
2  c.  blue — tax  2  c.  +  postage  within  the  de- 
partment 2  c.  =  4  centimes.  . 
2  c.  red — tax  2  c.  +  postage  to  any  part  of 
the  country  4  c.  =  6  centimes. 

The  issue  of  a  similar  series  for  Qte 
Parisian  journals  was  also  contemplated  in 
the  same  colours,  bat  of  the  value  of  5  c, 
which  in  the  case  of  the  violet  represented 
the  duty  only,  while  the  bines  and  the  reds 
represented  the  tax  plus  the  postage.  These 
latter  stamps  were,  however,  never  issned. 

The  stamps  had  to  be  stnck  on  the 
newspaper  sheets  before  the  latter  were 
printed  on,  so  that  they  might  be  oHiter* 
ated  by  the  print.  To  that  intent  it  wm 
ordered  that  they  shonld  be  placed  at  the 
right  upper  angle  of  the  first  page.  No 
limit,  it  may  be  useful  to  observe,  was  pat  on 
the  period  within  which  the  newspapers 
thus  prepaid  might  go  through  the  post 

The  collection  of  unobliterated  specimeM 
mn.st  now  be  very  difficult,  and  used  copies 
are  for  the  most  part  obliterated  by  the  print 
in  an  unsightly  manner ;  yet  these  ^fficoltiw 
do  not  constitute  any  reason  for  our  rejecting 
the  stamps,  of  which  the  higher  vsIqch  an- 
questionably  possess  a  postal  character. 

POST   CARDS. 

Tlie  emission  of  official  post  canJs  Iwvinf 
taken  place  only  a  few  days  prior  to  the 
writing  of  these  lines,  any  descriptiop  rf 
them  would  be  out  of  place,  aa  they  will  no 
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doubt  be  fully  treated  of  in  another  portion 
of  the  present  number. 

ESStTS. 

Several  easays  have  been  at  different  times 
Knbmitted  to  the  postal  adminiatratiun,  bat 
they  offer  bat  slight  interest, 
especially  to  begimiere.    The 
beet  known  are  the  envelope 
essay,  of  whicb  au  engraving 
is  annexed,  and  a  companion 
essay  issned  at  the  same  time,  I 
of  a  similar  type  bat  rather  \ 
larger,  and   showing  at  the 
top  the  imperial  crown  only. 
They  were  prepared  in  1866, 
and  wore  the  production   of  »  certain    M. 
Renard,     It  is  possible  that  they  were  really 
offered  to  the  government ;    it  is  certain  that 
so  large  was    the  nnmbcr  printed   that  a 
Parisian  philatelic  joarnal  was  able  to  give 
a  specimen  with  every  copy,  and  a  Parisian 
dealer  was  in  a  position  to  quote  them  at  50 
centimes  each,  in  no  matt«r  what  colour. 

There  are  also  two  very  scarce  envelope 
essays  by  M.  Barre, — one  a  small  oval,  the 
other  a  small  circalar  design,  each  with  lau- 
rested  head  of  emperor  in  centre,  isaned  in 
1862,  and  several  other  essays  have  emanated 
from  hia  atelier.  From  time  to  time  reports 
of  a  forthcoming  emission  of  envelopes  bavo 
obtained  currency,  bnt  it  seems  doubtful 
whether  the  project  has  ever  been  seriously 
considered. 

The  essays  of  adhesive  stamps  arc,  taken 
altogether,  uninteresting,  at  any  rate  to 
beginners,  and  lack  the  necessary  guarantees 
of  authenticity. 

Hi/brid  Emiuione  in  Pant  iJuring  the 
two  Sieges. 

Daring  the  Prussian  investment  of  Paris, 
the  "  besieged  residents"  were  allowed  to  use 
post  cards  for  their  comma  nications  with 
the  outer  world  per  balloon,  hat  no  official 
post  cards,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word,  were  Lssaed.  Within  certain  limita 
of  weight  and  size  the  public  was  left  free  to 
choose  such  textures  as  it  pleased.  Yarioas 
cards  were  prepared  and  sold  by  stationers, 
and  copies  of  some  of  them  may  still  be  ob- 
tained in  Paris, 

There  were,  however,  official  cardu  of  a 


special  description ;  they  conld  be  parchaaed 
in  the  Paris  post-offices  at  5  centimes  each ; 
to  indicate  their  value  they  boro  a  5  o. 
adhesive,  and  they  contained,  in  addition  to 
certain  necessary  instructions,  four  ruled 
and  numbered  spaces  for  simple  negative  or 
affirmative  replies  to  an  equal  number  of 
questioua.  The  purchaser  of  the  card  in  Paris 
wrote  in  a  letter  the  questions  ho  wished 
to  ask,  enclosed  the  card  with  the  letter,  and 
despatched  the  whole  by  balloon  post.  The 
receiver  filled  in  his  replies  on  the  card,  took 
it  to  the  nearest  post-office,  and  against  pay- 
ment of  a  franc  the  card  was  transmitted  to 
a  central  office  at  Clermont  Ferrand,  TherB 
the  address  and  the  replies  were  copied  on  a 
large  sheet  of  pnper  of  which,  by  a  special 
process,  a  miniature  photogi'aph  was  obtained, 
a  sheet  containing  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred 
messages  being  c.mdensed  into  a  space  of 
about  two-and'a-half  square  inches.  This 
photographic  copy  was  sent  by  pigeon  post  to 
Paris,  and  there,  by  means  of  an  electric  light 
and  the  mo=t  powerful  procurable  magnify- 
ing glasses,  the  messages  were  reproduced  in 
legible  characters,  the  photographic  impres- 
sion being  magnified  160  times.  Before  the 
screen  on  which  the  message.^  were  shewn 
four  clerks  sat  at  a  table,  and  m.ethodicalty 
copied  them  off.  By  this  ingenious  combi- 
nation many  an  anxious  dweller  in  tho 
capital  received  iatelligcnce  from  his  absent 
family. 

Daring  the  reigo  of  the  Commune  many 
stratagems  were  employed  to  secure  the  safe 
delivery  of  letters  in  or  from  Paris  after 
regular  csmmunication  with  the  capital  bad 
been  cut  off.  More  than  oue  article  in  these 
pages  has  been  devoted  to  the  description  of 
the  expedients  adopted,  bat  it  is  not  within 
my  province  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  private  postal  agencies  by  which 
it  is  affirmed  stamps  were  issued.  Personally 
I  may  say,  that  with  special  opportunities  of 
learning  of  the  issue  of  such  stamps,  I  never 
met  with  nor  heard  of  any.  I  have  aceu 
placarded  the  advertisements  of  more  than 
one  postal  agent,  but  have  never  seen  any 
mention  in  them  of  the  employment  of  stamps ; 
and  I  can  only  conclude,  that  if  any  were 
really  used  the  number  must  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly small.      On  this  subject  the  re- 
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marks  of  Dr.  Magnus  may  be  studied  with 
advantage.  After  referring  to  the  commun- 
ist decree  that  all  letters  from  the  exterior 
delivered  in  Paris  must  bear  a  10  c.  stamp, 
besides  the  usual  postage,  and  explaining  the 
circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  postal  agencies,  he  goes  on 

to  say :  — 

Of  these  ng«'iK  ies  tho  majority  collected  their  charges 
by  means  of  the  ordinarV  govcm'ment  stamps  which  were 
remitteJ  to  tliem  with  tiie  letter*.  The  Moreau  agency 
usc'd  \i  c.  and  25  c.  envelopes,  which  were  sold  bv  all  the 
j)^staj?e-sta'np  retailers,  and  even  in  the  post-offices.  The 
employm'nt  of  these  envelopes,  which  l>ore  not  a  stamp, 
but  tl'ie  mention  of  thrir  value,  covered  the  agent's 
charge,  but  did  not  di:^pense  from  the  payment  of  the 
special  rate  of  10  c.  for  the  town  of  Paris. 

The  Lorin  office  madj  use  of  envelopes  and  adhesive 
stamps,  the.  latter  being  of  two  kinds— the  postage  stamp 
])roper,  serving  to  check  the  receipts !and  the  unpaid  let- 
ter statnp  representing  the  cliarge  to  be  collected,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  letter,  '('he  employment  of  these 
Btamps  and  envelopes  was  exceedingly  limited. 

Other  agencies,  whilst  doing  the  same  work,  used  nei- 
ther 8tami»  nor  envelopes,  butjprivate  people  who  were 
never  engaged  in  the  service  have  not  been  behindhand 
in  issuing  stamps.  To  that  order  belongs  the  series  of  2-52 
stamps,  said  to  have  emanated  from  Versailles,  but  which, 
in  fact,  had  th^r  home  in  the  inventive  brain  of  .some 
native  of  the  country  of  the  locusts  and  the  obelisk. 

We  will  not  pursue  any  furtlier  this  subject,  which  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  destitute  of  interest,  but  which,  like  the 
American  local  posts,  may  serve  as^a  prolific  source  of  de- 
ception. 

The  only  stamps  I  have  seen  are  those  of 
tlie  Lorin  office,  and  they  could  bs  obtained 
f  )r  next  to  nothing  after  the  straggle  was 
over.  However,  following  Dr.  Magnus's 
excellent  example,  I  will  not  discuss  these 
emissions  any  further,  nor — having  completed 
the  review  of  the  French  stamps— will  I  un- 
duly prolong  the  present  paper. 


ON   THE 

MOTIVES    FOR    THE    EMISSION"    OF 
NEW  SERIES  OF  STAMPS. 


IJY   THE  W>ITOK. 


Generally  speaking  that  which  is  the  result 
of  pure  accident  excites  less  interest  than 
that  which  has  its  origin  in  some  well-defined 
cause.  Thus,  for  instance,  mere  secondary 
colour  varieties,  due  solely  to  the  thickness  or 
composition  of  the  printing-ink,  or  the  amount 
of  force  used  in  obtaining  the  impression,  are 
admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  of  inferior  value 
to  varieties  due  to  intentional  changes  of 
type,  paper,  or  perforation.     The  operation 


of  merely  fortuitous  circumstances  in  connec- 
tion with  the  appearance  of  any  given  stamp 
evokes  a  passing  surprise,  but  adds  nothing 
to  our  knowledge,  and  therefore  can  add 
nothing  to  our  interest  in  the  pursuit.  In 
like  manner,  if  the  constant  succession  of 
new  peries  were  due  simply  to  chance 
or  whim,  or  that  monotonous  opposite,  an 
unvarying  rule,  such  accidental  or  inevitable 
productions,  as  the  case  might  be,  would  b3 
devoid  of  one  chief  attraction.  There  are,  in 
fact,  some  few  emissions  for  whose  appearance 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  account,  and  there  are 
countries  where  series  follows  series  with 
such  rapidity  as  to  give  rise  to  the  passing 
doubt  whether  such  continual  change  can 
have  any  serious  motive;  but  we  are  con- 
vinced that  in  every  instance  good  and 
sufficient  reasons  exist,  if  we  did  but 
know  them.  We  purpose  jotting  down 
in  the  present  article  the  principal  known 
causes  of  new  emissions,  and  hope  not  only 
to  interest  our  readers,  but  also  to  incite 
philatelists  abroad  to  obtain  information 
as  to  the  raison  d'etre  of  series  ol  which 
nothing  is  known  beyond  the  mere  feet  of 
their  appearance  and  currency. 

The  causes  of  the  emission  of  new  series 
may  be  roughly  classed  under  four  headings : 

1.  Political  changes. 

2.  Alteration  of  the  unit  of  currency. 

3.  Revision  of  postal  rates. 

4.  Depreciation  of  the  plates  or  dies  of 
stamps,  or  other  technical  motive. 

1.  Puliilcal  Ch'inges,  These  consist  in  (a) 
the  death  or  deposition  of  the  reigning 
monarch,  and  the  consequent  occupation  of 
the  throne  by  his  successor ;  (6)  the  substitu- 
tion of  one  form  of  government  for  another ; 
(c)  the  extension  of  territory.  The  death  of 
Leopold  I.  led  to  the  emission  of  the  current 
series,  bearing  his  son's  profile;  the  deposition 
of  Prince  Couza  and  the  accession  of  Prince 
Charles  gave  us  the  first  serifes  with  the 
lather's  portrait ;  the  death,  in  succession,  of 
Queen  Maria  and  King  Pedro,  of  Portugal, 
caused  the  issue  of  two  new  series ;  whibt 
the  execution  of  Maximilian  in  Mexic  s  and 
the  assassination  of  Prince  Michael  of  Srrna, 
led  to  the  emission  of  new  stamps  containing 
the  portraits  of  their  respective  successors. 
In  like  manner,  the  dictatorship  of  Colonel 
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Prado  in  Peru  was  the  cause  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  bsautiful  series  of  stamps  bearing 
a  group  of  llamas  in  the  centre.  The  acces- 
sion of  King  John  of  Saxony,  of  Kings  Kame- 
hameha  IV.  and  V.  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
and  of  Rajah  Charles  Brooke  in  Sarawak, 
were  all  signalised  by  the  issue  of  new  series 
of  stamps.  The  substitution  of  one  form  of 
government  for  another  as  the  motive  of  a 
new  emission  is  exemplified  twice  over  in  the 
case  of  France.  Mexico,  also,  again  furnishes 
a  case  in  point,  and  with  the  mention  of 
Spain  the  list  is  tolerably  complete.  The 
third  species  of  political  change — extension 
of  territory — produced  its  philatelical  effect 
in  the  issue  of  new  stamps  for  the  German 
Empire,  previously  the  North  German  Con- 
federation; and  for  the  kingdom  of  Italy, 
of  which  the  sovereign  was  previously  king 
of  Piedmont. 

2.  Altenttlon  of  fhe  Unit  of  Garrevcy.  Our 
North  American  dependencies  offer  several 
instances  of  the  issue  of  new  series,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  decimal  system  superseding  the 
old  English  pounds,  shilling.s,  and  pence. 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  New 
Brunswick,  and  British  Columbia,  all  of 
necessity  changed  the  types  of  their  stamp? 
when  they  changed  their  monetary  system. 
The  last  Spanish  series,  with  head  of 
queen,  was  inscribed  with  the  values  in 
fractions  of  the  new  unit — the  escnd/t.  The 
Roumanian  authorities  issued  a  fresh  series  of 
stamps,  "with  value  in  6ani,  after  the  adoption 
of  the  decimal  system ;  and  Ceylon  has  re- 
cently shown  us  the  example  of  a  similar 
change. 

3.  The  ReviMton  of  Postal  R'ltes.  This  motive- 
power  receives  its  most  notable  exemplifica- 
tion in  the  change  in  colour  and  type  which 
took  place  in  the  various  German  states,  in 
consequence  of  the  treaty  entered  into  be- 
tween them  which  regulated  the  postal  tariffs 
throughout  the  old  confederation.  Alteration 
in  the  rates  haa,  however,  more  frequently 
resulted  in  the  issue  of  isolated  values  than 
of  entire  series — to  wit,  the  30  c.  French,  the 
ninepenny  English,  the  seven  cents  of  the 
United  States,  the  threepenny  of  Ceylon  and 
of  Western  Australia,  the  6  annas  8  pies 
of  India,  <fec.  In  this  country  it  led  to  the 
simultaneous  issue  of  three  stamps — the  lOd., 


2/-,  and  5/- ;  and  in  Piedmont,  to  the  emission 
of  the  1856  series. 

4.  D  tiered  it  ton  of  the  Plates  orDles  of  Stamps  ^ 
or  other  technical  motive. — This,  it  must  be 
allowed,  is  a  very  broad  definition,  and  it  is 
intended  to  embrace  in  reality  those  motives 
at  which  in  many  instances  we  can  but  guess. 
That  the  issue  of  the  current  Portuguese 
series  was  decided  on  in  consequence  of  the 
defective  impressions  obtained  from  the  dies 
of  the  preceding  type,  is  a  conjecture  which 
has  every  probability  in  its  favour ;  but  who 
can  give  with  equal  certainty  the  reason  for 
the  substitution  of  the  current  Norwegian 
type,  with  value  twice  repeated,  for  its  pre- 
decessor, with  value  expressed  only  once? 
Why  were  the  Swiss  stamps  of  1854  super- 
seded by  those  of  1862  ?  Was  it  because  a 
difficulty  was  found  in  adapting  the  perfor- 
ating needles  to  the  old  size  ?  The  Ar- 
gentine issue  of  1864  was  evidently  sup- 
pressed on  account  of  the  roughness  of  the 
later  printed  supplies.  It  may  be  assumed 
that  the  first  Egyptian  series  gave  place  to 
the  second  f  )r  a  similar  reason.  The  con- 
stant succession  of  Granadine  stamps,  all  of 
designs  bearing  a  family  resemblance  to  each 
other,  and  all  on  about  the  same  artistic 
level,  has  nit  been  authoritatively  explained  ; 
but  it  may  be  that  the  activity  of  the  forgers 
has  been  the  leading  cause,  as  it  certainly 
has  been  the  motive  for  the  frequent  changes 
in  the  type  of  the  Spanish  stamps. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  ugliness  of 
some  stamps  has  led  to  their  supercession. 
Unfortunately,  the  lack  of  artistic  merit  in 
the  designs  is  but  too  seldom  made  a  cause 
for  their  withdrawal ;  still,  in  the  case  of 
the  Bolivian  stamps,  it  was  the  presumable 
cause  of  the  suppression  of  the  first  serifs  : 
and  it  may  be  assumed  that  in  deciding  on 
the  suppression  of  certain  of  the  Victorian 
labels,  the  authorities  were  a^  much  in- 
fluenced by  their  mediocrity  as  by  other  and 
more  utilitarian  reasons;  whilst  it  is  cortain 
that  the  United  States  issue  of  ISiVJ  was 
condemned  because  the  stamps  were  too 
small,  and  the  Canadian  series  of  1868  bo- 
cause  the  stamps  were  too  large. 

And  here  we  may  close.  We  do  not  pretend 
to  give  a  complete  list,  of  the  series  comprised 
in  the  ab  >vc  classes.     Th  >  foregoing  examples 
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>fill  snfBce  to  show  that  every  series  is  issned 
for  Bome  good  reason,  and  therefore  illus- 
trates some  fact  in  the  postal  history  of  its 
country.  It  will  also,  we  tmat,  encoursge 
collectors  in  every  country  to  ascertain  the 
causes  of  the  emission  of  the  stamps  that  are, 
or  have  been,  in  use,  and  when  sach  causes 
are  nnknowu,  to  solicit  from  the  postal  an- 
tborities  an  explanation  of  them,  which  we 
feel  snre  wonld  rarely  be  refused. 


NEWLT-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Dutch  West  Indian  Possessions. — The  types 

described   in  oar  last  number  are  now  in 

oircolatton,  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able 


to  give  engravings  of  them.  Both  are  of  a 
high  degree  of  excellence,  and  form  welcome 
additions  to  oar  stock  of  South  American 
stamps.  The  colours  of  the  two  series  were 
given  Inst  month,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  repeat  them,  but  it  may  be  as  well  to  state 
that  the  grey  of  the  3  c.  Cnra^oa  and  10  c. 
Surinam  has  a  shade  of  bistre  in  it,  and  that 
the  25  c.  Curafoa  and  60  c.  Surinam  are  of 
a  brownish-tinted  orange. 

Fbance, — The  post  cards,  of  which  the 
cmisiion  was  voted  by  the  Assembly  in  De- 
cember, were  not  issued  until  the  15th  nit., 
a  notice  from  the  post-office  informing  the 
public  that  it  had  not  been  possible  to  pre- 
]>are  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  date  originally 
tixed.  The  national  printing-office  received 
orders  to  prepare  twelve  million  of  cards,  of 
which  four  milliona  for  the  15th  January,  and 
two  millions  between  that  date  and  the  29th 
January.  The  cards  are  white,  rather  thin, 
smaller  than  almo.st  sny  others,  and  exceed- 
ingly plain,  being,  in  fact,  simple  type-set 
inscriptions  framed  in  by  a  slight  ornamental 
bjrder,  of  which  the  patteru  diSers  for  each 


value.  They  do  not  show  an  impressed 
stamp,  but  their  postal  vdne  is  represented 
by  adhesives.  The  10  centime  cards,  for 
district  correspondence,  are  ornamented  with 
a  space  for  two  5  c.  stamps,  and  the  15  centime 
cards,  for  general  correspondence,  beara  15  c, 
bistre  stamp.  The  postmaster-general  has 
issued  a  circular  to  his  subordinates  laying 
down  the  rules  by  which  the  issue  and  em- 
ployment of  these  cards  will  be  governed; 
and  among  others  there  is  one  nbich  requires 
that  no  unstamped  cards  be  issued  to  the 
pnblic,  the  employi  who  neglects  to  affix  tlie 
proper  stamps  to  the  cards  before  Belling 
them  rendering  himself  liable  to  certain  penal- 
ties. Another  regulation  permits  of  the  10c 
cards  being  used  for  what  we  have  termed 
general  correspondence,  provided  an  ad- 
ditional 5  c.  stamp  be  attached  to  them. 
Both  these  cards  are,  we  have  reasou  to  be- 
lieve, essentially  provisional.  Before  long 
there  is  great  probability  of  the  postaJ  rates 
being  reduced  to  their  former  level,  vie.,  A)  c 
for  general,  &c.,  and  10  c.  for  local  letters. 
In  that  event  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the 
cards  most  ahnost  inevitably  follow  ;  and 
when  the  emission  of  new  10  c-  and  5  e.  cards 
shall  have  been  decided,  we  shall  espe«t  to 
hear  of  some  attention  being  paid  to  their  de- 
vice, and  to  the  preparation  of  an  impressed 
stamp. 

At  the  last  moment  we  receive  inf  ormatioii 
of  the  emission  of  a  nondescript  stamp, — an 
adhesive,  but  not  issned  as  such,  and  not 
intended  to  prepay  letters.  It  is,  in  brief, 
a  10  c,  with  head  of  republic,  of  the  1649 
type,  pare  and  simple,  without  the  enlarged 
figures ;  and  it  is  at  present  ezclastvely  used 
on  the  Paris  local  poet  cards.  Its  emission  is 
evidently  an  afterthought,  for  on  tbo  Paris 
10  c.  post  cards,  which  bear  the  new  stamp,  as 
on  those  nsed  in  the  provinces,  space  is 
reserved  for  two  5  c.  stamps.  Moreover, 
the  official  instructions  to  the  postal  officials, 
issued  a  few  days  before  the  appearance  m 
the  post  cards,  expressly  states  that  the  dis- 
trict cards  will  bear  two  5  c  stamps,  tie 
authorities  not  having  any  10  c.  stamps  m 
hand.  A  Rouen  correspondent,  however,  fur- 
nishes us  with  a  clue  to  the  mystery.  This 
new  10  c,  of  the  old  type,  is  printed  in 
bruien  on  rose,  and  ia  no  other  than  the  old 
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10  c.  bistre,  dipped  in  the  bath  of  colour 
(ued  to  tint  the  sheets  of  the  current  80  c; 
the  coloaring  matter,  besides  dyeing  the 
paper  rose,  having'  also  changed  the  hne  of 
the  impreesioQ  itself  from  bistre  to  a  kind  of 
bronze- brown.  The  authorities  have  thus 
tamed  to  good  account  the  surplus  stock  of 
the  old  10  c,  which  value,  as  our  readers 
will  remember,  wae  rendered  obsolete  by  the 
elevation  of  the  postal  rates  for  local  letters 
to  15,  c.  One  of  the  Parisian  minor  papers 
states  that  this  staiap  will  not  bo  used  oat  of 
Paris,  but  we  can  hardly  credit  this  assertion, 
seeing  what  an  economy  of  time  and  nmlenel 
would  result  frojn  the  employment  of  one 
stamp,  instead  of  two,  for  the  supplies  of 
local  cards  for  the  provinces,  la  any  case 
the  new  comer  may  be  regarded  as  a  veritable 
curiosity ;  an  adhesive  stamp  which  has  no 
Lndependent  existence,  but  is  only  recog- 
nised as  farming  part  and  parcel  of  the  post 
card  to  which  it  is  attached,  being  quite  an 
anomalons  creation.  "We  have  been  informed 
that  ite  franking  power  has  been  tested  by 
detaching  a  specimen  from  its  card,  and  using 


it  as  an  ordinary  adhesive  to  prepay  a  packet 
oi  patterns,  which  was  subject  to  a  postage 
of  10  centimes,  and  was  allowed  to  pass  by 
the  French  post-office, "  If  this  be  so — and  wo 
shall  test  it  for  ourselves — we  shall  certainly 
recommend  its  collection  apart,  as  an  ad- 
hesive stamp. 

Much  to  onr  snrprise,  the  current  low 
values  of  the  repnbtic  have  received  an  ad- 
dition in  the  shape  of  an  engraved  1  c.  olive- 
green,  which  we  learn  has  been  in  use  since 
the  loth  December  last.  It  is  a  noteworthy 
fact  that  this  stamp  does  not  represent  any 
postal  rate,  the  lowest  being,  nnder  the  new 
tariff,  two  centimes,  and  it  is  only  absolutely 
ntcttsary  for  the  purpose  of  forming,  in  con- 
junction with  the  2  e.  stamp,  the  rate  of 
three  centimes,  chargeable  on  packets  of 
printed  matter  not  exceeding  10  grammes  in 
weight.  The  other  rates  below  10  c.  can  be 
composed  by  means  of  the  previously  existing 
2  c,  4  c,  and  5  c.  stamps.  Such  being  the 
case,  the  question  suggests  itself, — why  did 
not  the  French  office  go  the  shortest  way  to 
work  by  issuing  a  3  c.  stamp  P 


Kew  Zealand. — Description  and  com- 
ment on  the  new  series  are  botb  rendered  Ed- 
most  superfluous  by  the 
annexed  engravings.  De 
La  Rue  is  a  very  Aristides 
among  stamp  engravers, 
and  we,  for  our  part,  feel 
almost  inclined  to  call  for 
an  oyster-shell,  and  con- 
I  demn  him  "  right  away." 
We  are  loyal  to  the  back-bone,  but  what  would 
we  not  have  given  for  the  portrait  of  a 
tattooed  Maori,  instead  of  that  stereotyped, 
eipreaaionlesg  profile  of  the  Queen.  The 
Chilians  find  room  on  their  stamps  for  Colum- 
bus; the  Canadians  have  given  us  the  likeness 


of  Jacques' Cartier ;  why,  then,  did  not  those 
parsimonions  New  Zealanders  supply  us  with 
tbe  effigy  of  Captain  Cook,  or  Anson,  or  fit 
up  a  postal  gallery  of  portraits  of  the  early 
settlers  P  The  onJy  consolation  we  can  find 
for  dissatisfied  philatelists  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  new  series  of  stamps,  of  which,  however, 
the  colours  are  not  yet  known,  will  form  a 
tolerably    striking    contrast    to    its   prede- 

Belgiuu. — The  "  reply-paid"  cards  an- 
nounced in  our  last  were,  in  fact,  issued  with 
noteworthy  ponctnality  on  New  Year's  Day, 
and  answer  In  all  respects  to  our  description, 
which,  from  ocular  inspection  of  the  cards, 
we  are  now  able   to   supplement   by  some 
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fprther  details.     The  5  c.  stamp  is  a  transfer 

from  the  adhesive  ;  tke  design  is  in  bright 
lilac ;  the  cards  are  printed  back  to  back,  ko 
that  the  two  inner  pages  are  blank, — the  im- 
pression  in  this  respect  differing  from  that  of 
the  double  Dntch  card.  The  engruver's  name, 
A-  Doms,  is  written  in  mlnut«  characters  in 
th^'lower  mir^in,  between  the  lines  of  the 
borders ;  and  M.  Moens  reproaches  him  with 
having  slavishly  copied  the  English  arrange- 
ment of  the  legend,  Ac.,— a  reproach  which 
appears  to  ns  to  be  liardly  merited.  One 
blunder,  however,  Mr.  Doms  did  make,  which 
has  necessitated  the  employment  of  a  govern- 
ment Rcratcher-ont ;— he  added  a  t  to  the 
word  ASTWOORD,  making  it  read  astwoordt  ; 
and  this  snpcrflnons  letter  has  had  to  be 
erased  by  hand  from  every  copy  of  the  card. 
It  muat  have  been  a  little  orthographical  slip 
on  Mr.  Doras'  part,  as  it  occurs  on  both 
halves  of  the  card. 

Another  advance  in  postal  facilities  has 
been  initiated  by  the  Belgian  authorities. 
The  receiver  of  a  reply-paid  card  need  not, 
unless  he  chooses,  tear  off  the  first  half,  con- 
taining the  sender's  communication ;  but 
may  write  his  own  reply  on  the  second  half, 
and  return  the  card  imlire  to  the  sender, 
without  any  extra  charge  being  thereby  in- 
curred. The  advantage  it  may  frequently 
be  to  the  sender  to  have  his  query  and  the 
reply  side  by  side,  for  reference  at  any 
moment,  will  be  easily  perceived.  Indeed, 
as  auxiliaries  to  letters  proper,  post  cards  are 
becoming  daily  of  greater  importance,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  extension  of  their  employment 
— in  wise  prevision  of  the  financially  pro- 
fitable retnlts — by  the  authorities  of  different 
countries.  We  have  great  hopes  that  the 
day  which  shall  see  the  emission  of  inter- 
national post  cards  is  not  far  distant ;  and  we 
have  indeed  already  seen  it  stated  in  a  !French 
paper  that  France,  which  has  hitherto  been 
80  much  in  the  rear  in  postal  reforms,  will 
inaugurate  the  issue. 

At  the  same  time  the  design  of  the  ordi- 
nary postal  card  has  been  altered  to  that  of 
the  "  reply  paid  "  cards.  .  The  words  cahte- 
CORRESPONDANCE,  with  the  arms  of  Belgium 
underneath,  and  a  stamp  of  5  c.,  are  printed 
in  bright  lilac.  The  card  is  rather  larger 
than  its  predecessor,  and  exceeds  the  size 


fixed  by  the  minislerial  order  of  December, 
1871,  by  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch. 

Russian  Locals. — UkaleriTWtlw. — A  new 
and  interesting  local  is  Introduced  to  our  no- 
tice by  Le  Timbre- 
P'H-te  as  ccming  from 
this  town.  We  give 
an  engraving  of  it, 
and  would  take  leave 
to  call  our  readers' 
attention  to  the  date 
1787,  which  crosses 
the  centre.  It  is 
that  cf  the  foun- 
dation (f .ihe  city  bv 
the  Empress  Catherine  II.  The  letter  E  in 
the  middle  is  the  initial  of  the  city's  name. 
The  surrounding  inscription  is  of  the  usual 
purport.  This  stamp  is  printed  pale  yellow- 
ish green  on  white  paper,  and  the  ralne  ii 
facially  indicated. 

Kwi«ik»ff  (Wolc^a)  pos- 
sesses the  annexed  type,  value 
3  kopecs,  and  impressed  in 
blue  on  white.  The  emblems,  K  sF^^RkS 
which  have  an  ambiguous  V^  ^^^^^ 
look  about  them,  require  ex- 
planation. ~ 

Tcliera  (Tula). — The  annexed  engraving 
represents  a  stamp  first  described  on  p.  98  of 
our  ninth  volume,  and 
of  which  our  publishera 
have  but  just  received  a 
Bpecimen.  The  impres- 
sion ia  a  rough  but  pl«n 
one,  in  indigo  on  cart- 
ridge paper.  The  two 
wheat  sheaves  may  ba 
supposed  to  hint  at  tlie 
fertility  of  the  region  in 
which  this  3  kop.__Tchern  circulates. 

liigorodsk. — In  a  letter  from  Moscow,  of 
the  15th  nit,,  we  have  received  an  entirely 
new  series  for  this  local  post,  which  has 
already  been  sufliciently  prolific  in  varieties. 
The  design  is  similar  to  that  of  the  previous 
issues,  but  the  oval  is  smaller,  and  the  fore- 
legs of  the  horse,  instead  of  being  brought 
forward,  are  turned  down.  In  fact,  the 
■epreaentcd  as  prancing,  instead  of 
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rose  and  pale  rose, 
pale  rose, 
dark  blue. 


1  kop. 

5 

5 

10     „  rose. 

10    „  light  blue. 

It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  whole  of 
the  values  exist  in  at  least  two  shades  of 
colour. 

Gbkman  Empire.— In  addition  to  the  post 
cards  already  chronicled,  we  have  to  an- 
nounce the  advent  of  a  new  one  for  Ger- 
many, this  time  bearing  an  impressed 
stamp,  which,  with  the  rest  of  the  design, 
is  lithographed.  The  stamp  is  a  rectangular 
one,  of  an  old-new  type,  and  consists  of  the 
imperial  eagle  in  an  oval,  broken  at  each 
side  by  a  small  circular  disk  containing  the 
numeral  "  |,"  and  inscribed  Deutsche  reichs- 
POST  in  the  upper,  and  the  value,  eui  haJhfr 
groscheii,  in  the  lower  half,  the  rectangle 
being  completed  by  an  ornamental  frame. 
The  usijal  inscription  is  disposed  in  three 
lines,  of  which  the  topmost  one  is  arched. 
The  border  is  formed  cf  a  leaf  pattern, 
with  rosettes  at  the  corners.  The  card  is 
a  large  one,  buff  coloured,  and  the  impres- 
sion is  in  brown.  The  reverse  side  of  it  \s 
plain.  There  is  another  card  identical  with 
the  above,  except  in  the  value,  which  is 
2  kreuzer. 

A  new  envelope  lias  just  been  issn^,  the 
J  groschen,  bright  lilac,  of  rather  large  size, 
and  specially  noticeable  from  the  fact  that 
it  is  destitute  of  any  transverse  inscription ; 
perhaps  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  this 
inscription  the  embossed  arms,  which  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say  are  of  the  latest 
foshion,  come  out  in  strong  relief.  This  new 
value  exists  on  thin  blue  and  white  laid  en- 
velopes. Probably  a  twin  one  kreuzer  has 
also  been  issued,  to  keep  it  company. 

Chili. — Our  correspondent  at  Valparaiso, 
Mr.  L.  W.  Meyer,  has  sent  us  specimens  of 
the  new  Chilian  post  cards,  which  are  now 
in  use  there.  The  stamp  which  they  bear 
has  already  been  engraved,  but  nothing  has 
been  said  of  the  remaining  portions  of  the 
device.  The  words  carta  takjeta,  in  bold 
type,  extend  across  the  card,  and  above  are 
the  handsome  Chilian  arms, — a  shield  con- 
taining a  five-pointed  star,  surmounted  by 
three  feathers  (like  the  Prince   of  Wales's 


plume).  The  supporters  are,  on  the  left,  a 
crowned  horse,  and;  on  the  right,  a  crowned 
condor.  The  design  of  the  border  is  the 
same  as  that  on  our  own  (^rds.  Mr.  Meyer 
also  sends  us  specimens  of  the  5  c.  envelopes,- 
ladies*  size,  manufactured  by  Messrs.  De  La 
Rue  &  Co.,  whichi  with  the  cards,  were  is- 
sued in  Valparaiso,  on  the  22nd  November 
last.  The  other  envelopes  have  not  yet 
made  their  appearance,  nor  are  they  likely  to 
do  so  for  some  time  to  come,  as  it  seems  the 
supply  sent  out  was  lost.  Four  boxes  of 
post  cards  and  envelopes  are  stated  to  have 
gone  down  with  the  steamship  Tacora,  off* 
Montevideo,  and  it  is  at  least  probable  that 
the  higher  values  formed  part  cf  the  contents. 
Mr.  Meyer  furthermore  informs  us  that  an 
order  for  a  fresh  supply  was  to  be  despatched 
by  the  mail  which  brought  his  letter.  The 
special  uses  of  the  several  envelope  values 
he  gives  as  follows:  the  2  c.  for  the  local 
service  of  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  ;  the  5  c. 
for  general  employment ;  the  10  c.  for  let- 
ters (by  steamer)  southwards ;  and  the  15  c. 
for  letters  (by  steamer)  northwards. 

Mexico. — We  are  indebted  to  our  old 
friend,  Mr.  W.  P.  Brown,  of  New  York,  for 
a  sight  of  the  mo3t  highly  ornamented 
postmark  we  have  ever  met  with.  He  in- 
forms us  that  the  die  was  engraved  by  one 
of  the  officials  in  San  Luis  Potosi,  for  his 
own  particular  use,  Mr.  Brown  received 
several  single  stamps  showing  portions  of 
this  mark,  and  at  length  received  a  letter 
franked  by  an  uncut  pair  of  the  current 
12  c.  blue  Mexican,  which  show  the  entire 
design  to  perfection.  It  consists,  in  fact,  of 
the  Mexican  arms, — a  boldly  cut  eagle,  with 
outspread  wings,  grasping  a  serpent  in  its 
mouth.  The  eagle  supports  itself  on  an 
elaborate  scroll,  or.  ribbon,  divided  into  three 
parts,  the  left  inscribed  admon  su,  the  centre 
balterna  de  correo,  the  right  de  la  x*  ; 
between  the  parts  of  the  ribbon  are  disposed 
some  leaves.  Above  the  eagle's  head,  in  a 
straight  line,  and  in  bold  type,  is  the  word 
CERRITOS.  This  postmark,  which  more  than 
covers  the  two  stamps,  is  certainly  a  curiosity 
in  its  way,  and  the  etnplotje  who  designed  it 
might  with  advantage  be  consuU^d  by  his 
superiors  when  next  there  is  question  of 
issuing  a  new  series  of  stamps. 
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JiPAN. — ^We  are  now  able,  through  the 
kindness  of  a  correspondent,  to  chronicle  the 
whole  of  the  values  for  the  new  series  of 
this  country,  the  one  sen  of  which  was 
engraved  by  us  last  month : — 


\  sen 
1 


2 

20 
30 


brown. 

indigo-blue. 

orange-vermilion. 

yellow-green. 

bright  mauve. 

slate-brown. 


The  three  lower  values  are  alike  as  to  the 
central  device,  but  differ  from  each  other  in 
the  frame  and  spandrels.  The  three  highier 
denominations  increase  in  size,  like  the 
Bergedorf ,  the  80  sen  nearly  attaining  the 
dimensions  of  the  5  p.  and  10  p.  New  Granada 
of  1869.  The  branches  of  central  device  in 
the  10  sen  give  place  to  dragons  with  inter- 
twisted tails ;  in  the  20  sen  they  are  super- 
seded by  a  fancy  circle  with  leaves  below, 
but  reappear  larger  than  ever  in  the  vast 
30  sens. 

LuxEMBUBG. — The  provisional  one  franc, 
formed  by  surcharging  the  37^  c,  of  which 
the  preparation  was  recently  announced,  has 
been  in  circulation  since  the  commencement 
of  December,  and  as  no  less  than  70,000 
copies  of  this  stamp  have  been  struck  off,  we 
shall  probably  have  to  wait  a  long  while  for 
the  promised  new  type.  The  12^  c.  is 
stated  to  be  now  printed  in  carmine. 

Sweden. — ^We  have  received  information 
of  the  issue  of  two  new  post  cards  of  the 
same  type  as  the  first  (which  is  now  with- 
drawn from  circulation)  value,  respectively, 
6  ore  lilac  and  10  5re  carmine;  besides 
which  we  learn  from  Le  Timbre-Posie  that 
"  reply-paid  **  cards  of  each  value  have  like- 
wise been  issued.  They  differ  from  the  or- 
dinary cards  only  in  the  possession  of  an 
additional  inscription — svaret  betaladt. 

WuBTEMBURG. — This  country  now  pos- 
sesses a  "reply-paid"  card,  issued  on  Ist 
December,  and  of  which  each  half  bears  an 
impression  from  the  die  of  the  1  kr.  green. 
Le  Tlmhre-Poste  speaks  of  the  issue  of  a  2  kr. 
adhesive,  orange-yellow,  of  the  known  type, 
printed  on  white  paper,  and  line-pierced. 

BedBiveb  Settlement.— a  correspondent 
informs  us  that  he  has  heard  of  the  emission 


of  stamps  for  this  settlement,  and  specimens 
have  been  promised  to  him.  We  recommend 
our  Canadian  friends  to  ascertain  whether 
this  report  is  well  founded. 

Victoria.—  The  threepence,  hitherto  print- 
ed in  orange,  now  comes  over  of  a  pale 
yellow.  Our  publishers  received  a  supply  by 
the  last  mail. 

RAMBLES  AT   HOME  AND  ABROAD. 

BT  QUELQU*UN. 

A  GREAT  struggle  is  evidently  being  made  by 
our  continental  friends  to  induce  collectors 
of  postage  stamps  to  become  collectors  of 
fiscal  stamps  also.  Dr.  Magnus  has  for  some, 
time  past  been  working  with  this  view,  both 
formerly,  in  the  pages  of  Le  Tlmbrophile,  of 
which  he  was  the  irresponsible  editor,  and 
now,  with  redoubled  energy,  in  ihoae  of 
La  Oazette  des  Timbres,  of  which  he  is  the 
responsible  editor.  The  last  edition  of 
LaUier's  postage-stamp  album  is  announced 
as  '*  containing  4,621  stamps,  of  which  3,698 
are  postage  stamps,  and  928  fiscal  stamps,  of 
all  countries  and  of  all  kinds."  -M.  Moens, 
in  his  recent  price-list,  has  catalogued  a  lai^ 
number  of  fiscal  stamps,  which  evidently 
shows  that  there  is  a  growing  demand  for 
the  article  on  the  continent,  or  so  prominent 
a  position  would  not  have  been  given  to  it 

We  are  glad  to  believe  that  the  serious 
collectors  of  postage  stamps  in  England 
repudiate  all  idea  of  foisting  into  their 
collections  stamps  which  properly  belong  to 
other  and  distinct  categories.  The  area  of 
postage  stamp  collecting  is  now  very  consider- 
able. Taking  into  account  varieties  dependent 
on  colour,  perforation,  paper,  and  watermarks, 
a  collection  may,  with  care,  patience,  and 
study,  be  made  to  contain  at  least  10,000 
specimens,  a  field  which  appears  to  us  to  be 
ample  enough  to  satisfy  most  collectors. 
Still,  if  our  continental  neighbours  will 
dream  of  fresh  conquests,  and  are  desirous 
of  extending  their  collecting  to  other  species 
of  stamps,  let  them  not,  at  any  rate,  en- 
deavour, after  the  plan  of  M.  Lallier,  to 
incorporate  them  with  the  now  time- 
honoured  collection  of  postage  stamps,  but 
rather  let  all  such  stamps  be  consigned  to  a 
limbo  of  their  own,  where  the  amateurs  of 
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**  bang  labels  and  pHjsic  stamps  "  may  study 
them  withont  distraction. 

At  present,  with  the  exception  of  af ew  collec- 
tions of  bill  and  snch  like  stamps,  the  collection 
of  fiscal  stamps  has  made  bnt  small  progress 
in  England ;  and  before  anyone  attempts  to 
form  a  more  extended  collection,  we  would 
recommend  him  to  study  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Pemberton,  at  page  185  of  The  Philatelical 
Journals  We  were  delighted  to  read  the 
caustic  remarks  of  one  of  the  oldest  con- 
tributors to  this  magazine,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  disciples  of  philately.  Of  one  thing 
we  may  be  sure,  that  The  Philatelical  Journal 
will  not  advocate  fiscal  stamp-collecting, 
either  openly  or  tacitly ;  but  we  regret  to  see, 
by  a  remark  in  the  last  number  of  The 
PhUaielist,  that  the  editor  of  that  magazine 
is  half  inclined  to  throw  up  a  straw  to  see 
which  way  the  wind  may  blow. 

We  have  all  been  interested  of  late,  in  the 
consideration  of  the  definition  of  a  postage 
stamp.  A  recent  number  of  La  Oaz4Ue  diss 
Timbres  has  given  us  some  definitions  of 
postage  and  fiscal  stamps,  which,  while  the 
definitions  of  the  former  are  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  our  readers,  it  may  not  be  without 
interest  to  notice. 

The  writer  of  the  papers  "  On  the  Metho- 
dical Formation  of  Collections  of  Stamps" 
proceeds,  after  a  few  words  of  introduction, 
to  give  his  definition  of  what  a  stamp  is. 
He  says :  "In  its  general  acceptation,  a 
stamp  is  an  impression  or  vignette,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  represent  the  payment  of  a 
tax  which  individuals  are  bound  to  pay  to  the 
public  treasury  in  certain  cases,  or  under 
certain  conditions  fixed  by  law.  This  tax  may 
be  paid  either  by.  way  of  impost,  or  by  way  of 
remnneration  for  a  service  rendered  by  the 
state." 

He  then  goes  on  to  say  that  a  stamp-  may 
be  either  fixed — that  is  to  say,  it  may  either 
be  stamped  on  the  document  itself,  as  in  the 
case  of  stamps  on  deeds,  probates  of  wills, 
agreements,  Ac. — or  it  may  be  moveable,  like 
foreign  biU  stamps,  postage  stamps,  receipt 
stamps,  Ac. ;  and  "  although,  in  reality,  the 
fixed  and  moveable  stamps  are  destined  for 
the  same  purposes,  yet  they  differ  in  many 
respects  from  each  other,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  two  distinct  collections, 


rather  than  two  branches  of  the  same 
collection.  Nevertheless,"  he  adds,  "we 
think  that  an  analytical  classification  should 
not  be  based  upon  the  material  form  which 
the  stamp  takes,  but  on  the  purpose  and 
the  destination  for  which  the  stamp,  what- 
ever may  be  its  form,  has  been  created." 
The  author,  therefore,  proceeds  to  divide 
stamps  into  two  categories,  which  he  sub- 
divides into  other  classes,  as  follows. 

"  IsT  Category. — ^Fiscal  stamps,  or  stamps 
the  object  of  which  is  the  payment  of  an 
impost,  comprising  :-t- 

"  First — Stamps  of  dimension. 

**  Second, — Proportional  stamps. 

"  Third, — Stamps  for  fixed  duties. 

"2nd  Category. — Stamps,  the  object  of 
which  is  the  payment  of  a  tax  representing  a 
remuneration  for  a  service  rendered  by  the 
state,  comprising: — 

"  First, — Postage  stamps. 

**  Second, — Telegraph  stamps." 
.  The  author,  in  these  hard-and-^t  general 
definitions,  has,  we  think,  kept  the  French 
system  of  stamps  too  much  before  him,  and 
has  not  duly  weighed  the  effect  they 
might  have  in  other  conntries.  We  will  see 
presently  how  these  definitions  would  affect 
a  collection  of  English  fiscals;  but  before 
doing  so,  we  would  say  a  few  words  as  to 
his  definition  of  a  postage  stamp.  A  postage 
stamp  is,  according  to  him,  "  an  impression, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  represent  the 
payment  of  a  tax  which  is  considered  to 
represent  in  itself  the  price  of  the  conveyance 
of  a  letter,  a  conveyance  accomplished  by 
the  state,  or,  in  default,  by  the  local  adminis- 
tration, or  by  private  enterprise." 

We  suppose  that  the ,  definition  of  a 
telegraph  stamp  will  be  the  same  as  the 
above  duplex  representative  definition  of  a 
postage  stamp,  mutatis  mutandis.  In  many 
countries  on  the  continent,  not  only  are 
letters  and  telegraphic  messages  conveyed 
by  the  state,  but  the  state  also  charges 
itself  with  the  conveyance  of  individuals  on 
the  railways  belonging  to  and  worked  by  it ; 
in  fact,  for  any  country  where  the  railways 
belong  to  and  are  worked  by  the  state,  we 
can  scarcely  conceive  a  better  definition  of  a 
railway  ticket  than  the  above  definition  of  a 
postage  stamp,  substituting  the  words  ".  an 
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individual"  for  "a  letter.*'  For  ourselves, 
if  we  had  to  choose  between  forming  a  col- 
lection of  railway  history  and  enterprise — 
the  path  of  which  has  been,  in  some  mea- 
sure, marked  out  by  the  yarious  forms  of 
tickets  that  have  been  issued  since  the 
opening  of  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
line  u).  1830,  to  that  of' the  Japan  line  in 
1872 — and  a  history  of  the  charlatanism  of 
the  United  States,  as  evidenced  by  the  varie- 
ties of  stamps  on  all  sorts  of  piUs,  potions, 
powders,  and  purgatives  there  vended,  we 
should  infinitely  prefer  the  former,  as  a 
matter,  not  only  of  more  entertaining,  but 
also  of  more  instructive  study. 

We  have  fostered  philately  amongst  the 
young  because  it  teaches  them  arrange- 
ment, order,  some  history,  and  no  little 
geography  ;  but  we  cannot  help  thinking 
that,  without  going  into  the  question  of 
obsolete  railway  tickets,  the  collecting  of 
which  would  be  requisite,  in  order  to  show 
the  progress  of  railway  enterprise,  yet  a 
collection  of  actual  railway  tickets  would 
teach  the  &,thers  some  geography  that  they 
did  not  know  before,  or  had  learnt  only  to 
forget. 

But  to  return  to  the  question  of  the  fiscal 
stamps,  which  we  will  consider  under  the 
three  heads  above  mentioned,  the  first  of 
which  is  the  stamps  of  dimension.  These  are 
stamps  impressed  on  sheets  of  paper  cf 
various  sizes,  upon  which  are  transcribed 
all  deeds  relating  -  to  dealings  with  real  and 
personal  property,  all  proceedings  in  the 
courts  of  law,  such  as  writs,  pleadings,  copies 
of  judgments,  &c.  They  are  called  stamps 
of  dimension^  because  the  size  of  the  sheet  is 
regulated  by  law,  and  bears  a  stamp  in 
proportion  to  its  size.  Thus,  in  France  and 
belgium,  a  sheet  somewhat  smaller  than  a 
sheet  cf  foolscap,  bears  a  stamp  of  about  a 
franc,  and  the  sheets  so  stamped  are  sold  to 
the  public.  The  document  written  on  this 
stamped  paper,  is,  when  complete,  taken  to 
the  registration-oflBce,  where  the  duties  are 
paid,  and  a  certificate  to  that  effect  is 
endorsed  on  the  document.  Until  it  is 
registered,  it  cannot  be  produced  in  court, 
nor  can.  any  legal  proceedings  be  taken  upon 
it ;  besides  which  it  acquires  no  certain  date, 
except  from  the  day  when  it  is  sent  in  for 


registration.  In  some  of  the  public  oflfices 
in  France,  the  documents  delivered  from  the 
office  have  an  adhesive  stamp  of  dimension 
affixed  to  them,  which  is  obliterated  in  the 
office.  From  this  sketch  it  will  be  seen  how 
entirely  the  mode  of* collecting  certain  stamp 
duties  in  France  and  Belgium  differs  from 
the  system  adopted  in  England.  ^ 

The  second  class  of  fiscal  stamps  is  what 
in  France  are  termed  proportiowil  stamps, 
but  in  England  are  generally  known  as  ad 
valorem  stamps.  In  France,  the  only  ad 
valorem  stamps  are  those  on  bills  of  excbangCt 
which  are,  as  in  England,  both  impressed 
and  adhesive.  But  in  England,  this  class  of 
stamps  embraces  nearly  the  whole  system  of 
the  collection  of  duties  by  the  stamp-office. 
A  collection  of  English  fiscals,  confined  only 
to  the  adhesive  stanips  of  this  class,  would 
be  nothing  but  a  shadow  and  a  sham.  In 
this  class  are  c  )mprised  the  adhesive  stamps 
on  foreign  bills,  the  impressed  stamps  on 
inland  bills,  the  stamps  on  pjlicies,7)n  deed? 
relating  to  the  sale,  purchase,  mortgage,  and 
leasing  of  property,  <fec.,  where  the  stamp 
vary  in  amount,  from  a  penny  .on  bills  of 
exchange  under  £5,  and  life  policies  under 
£10,  to  thousands  of  pounds  on  some 
documents.* 

The  third  class  of  stamps  which  are  em- 
ployed for  fixed  duties  calls  for  but  little 
remark.  The  number  of  such  stamp!?,  b.ith 
adhesive  and  impressed,  is  very  considerable 
in  England,  but  is  not  numerous  in  France, 
We  think,  however,  that  enough  has  been 
said  to  make  it  evident  that,  to  arrive  at 
anything  like  perfection  in  a  methodical 
collection  of  fisc^  stamps  would  be  hopeless. 
Impressed  and  adhesive  must  both  be  c  1- 
lected,  or  we  reduce  it  to  a  childish  distinction 
between  gum  and  no  gum. 

But  besides  these  stamps,  there  is  a  class 
of  fiscals,  the  use  of  which  is  not  ompulsory, 
which  are  neither  flesh  nor  fowl,  and  cannot 
be  brought  under  any  of  the  before-mentioned 
heads,  and  in  which  there  is  no  question  of 
gum  or  no  gum.  These  have  been  partially 
treated  of  by  Dr.  Magnus,  in  a  paper  on 
"  American  Private    Stamps,"  profusely  il- 

♦  The  probates  of  the  wills  of  Mr.  Brassey  and  Mr. 
Loder  were  lately  stamped  with  stamps  to  the  awount  of 
£(0,000. 
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Instrated  by  some  of  the  latest  trininphs  of 
the  reproductive  art  invented  by,  and  the 
exclusive  property  of,  La  Gazette  des  Timbres 
(S.  G.  D.  G.),  reminding  us,  in  the  effect 
produced,  of  the  rubbings  of  monumental 
brasses.  We  will  notice  these  in  our  next 
"  ramble." 

THE   STRAW  THAT  SHOWS  WHICH 
WAY  THE  WIND  BLOWS. 

BT  DON  MARIANO  PABDO  DB  FIQUBKOA. 

Trifling  things,  events  which  pass  almost 
unperceived  in  the  daily  life  of  nations,  fre- 
quently suffice  to  give  an  exact  idea  of  the 
character  of  a  people. 

On  what  part  of  the  envelope  should  the 
postage  stamp  be  put  ?  I  believe  the  question 
has  been  already  resolved ;  stamped  enve- 
lopes, post  cards,  journal  wrappers,  Ac,  bear 
the  stamp  impressed  in  the  upper  right  angle, 
— an  arrangement  which  facilitates  the  ob- 
literation and  sundry  other  postal  operations. 
Let  us  see  now  what  is  the  law  in  Spain  on 
this  subject. 

The  official  regulation  (1st  December, 
1849),  treating  of  the  employment  of  the 
stamps  which  were  to  be  issued  on  the  1st 
January,  1850,  ordains  their  apposition  to 
the  upp^  part  of  the  envelope,  and  the 
Oeographical  Charfy  published  by  the  postal 
department  in  1865,  lays  down  that  the 
stamps  are  to  be  placed  at  the  upper  right 
angle.  Don  Firmin  Caballero,  one  of  the 
most  noted  of  Spanish  writers,  in  his  cu- 
rious articles,  entitled  Epistolary  C'trrespond- 
ence  (1863-5),  recommends  his  readers  never 
to  put  the  stamp  on  the  flap  of  the  envelope 
on  account  of  the  inconvenience  they  would 
thereby  cause  to  the  postal  employes ;  and 
that  excellent  work,  T/w  Spanish  Postal 
Pamphlet  (1868),  which  was  specially  recom- 
mended by  the  government,  repeats  this  good 
advice,  and  adds  that  the  stamp  should  be 
fixed  in  the  upper  right  corner.  The  same 
opinion  is  found  in  the  journal  called  The 
Spauifh  Postal  Indicator  (1871).  The  Post- 
office  even  went  the  length  of  issuing  the 
fallowing  special  notice  on  the  subject. 

Postal  Depahtment.  — The  serious  inconvenience 
which  may  be  occusioned  by  the  habit  of  attaching  stamps 
to  the  flap«  of  envtiopes,  or  otherwise,  so  that  they  cannot 
be  easily  perceived  by  the  posiul  einploj/h^  renders  it  ue- 


cesnary  for  the  postmaster-general  fonnallv  to  request 
that  stamps  on  all  letters  and  packets  be  in  future  placed 
on  the  same  side  as  the  address.'-  Madrid,  26th  Feb.,  1869. 
— The  Postmaster-general,  Eusehio  Asqueuuco. 

And  yet  it  is  impossible  to  overcome  the 
confirmed  obstinacy  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
veritable  Africa  (if.  the  Africans  will  not  be 
ofPended  at  my  so  calling  it),  which  com- 
mences with  the  Pyrenees.  Each  hidalgo 
sticks  the  stamps  on  his  letters  just  where  he 
pleases.  The  law,  even  when  it  favoui*s  him, 
is  to  the  Spaniard  a  dead  letter.  The  people 
which  destroys  itself  simply  for  the  mere 
pleaaure  of  destroying,  and  disobeys  the  law 
lor  the  mere  pleasure  of  disobeying,  is  indeed 
hard  to  understand  and  almost  impossible  to 
govern.  The  English  are  the  antitheses  of 
my  compatriots.  In  England,  as  in  all  other  ' 
civilised  countries,  people  stick  the  stamp  in 
the  allotted  place,  which  suits  the  conveni- 
ence both  of  the  writer  of  the  letter  and  of 
the  postal  official  whose  work  it  is  to  pass  it 
through  the  post.  The  English,  with  their 
usual  good  sense,  have  made  a  law  of  polite- 
ness of  the  matter,  and  thus  we  find  it  stated 
in  that  charming  work  Muting  in  Society^ 
that  "the  stamp  should  be  placed  exactly 
in  the  right-hand  corner  of  the  envelope ;  it 
must  neither  be  upside  down  nor  slanting, 
nor  in  any  way  carelessly  affixed.  Negligence 
in  these  matters  evinces  a  rudeness  to  the 
person  to  whom  you  write,  as  showing  that  • 
you  think  anything  will  do." 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

AN  INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGE  ASSOCIATION. 
To  the  Editor  of  *•  Thk  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Siu,— As  I  know  that  you  take  an  intere^^t  in  the 
extewtion  of  colIec«.ing,  and  try  to  aid  colleetonj,  I  will 
ksk  you  if  you  could  not  find  some  plan  for  forming  a  eprt 
of  exchange  society,  by  which  collectors  might  oe  en- 
abled to  get  rid  of  their  duplicates,  and  obtain  in  exchange 
for  them  specimens  which  they  do  not  possess.  I  know 
that  in  this  town  there  are  many  persons  (and  I  am  one 
of  the  number)  who  have  been  on  the  verge  of  giring  up 
collecting  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  new 
stamps  without  always  buying  them  If  an  international 
society  (I  suppose  an  uitttrnai innate  of  this  sort  would  be 
allowed  in  France)  were  established  between  P!nglish  and 
French  collectors,  many  colonial  stamps  might  be  sent 
over  from  this  country  which  are  oorapiiratively  rare  in 
France,  and  other  stamps  wanted  by  Fnglish  collectors 
sent  back  in  exchange.  I  know  that  this  scheme  is 
almost  chimerical,  and  that  very  great  difficulties  would 
have  to  be  encountered,  but  still,  after  seeing  how  hope- 
ful is  the  state  of  afl'airs  at  present,  in  your  **  Events  of 
the  Year,"  and  how  mu«-h  has  bet-n  done  to  encourage  and 
promote  philately  by  the  aid  of  your  paper  and  other 
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magazines,  I  trust  that  something  of  the  sort  may  be 
established  some  day. 

Trusting  that  I  nave  not  taken  up  too  much  of  your 
valuable  space  with  this  long  letter, 

I  remain, 

Touts  truly, 
Torquay,  B.  C.  del  C. 

/if  i?^  THE  JAPANESE  STAMPS.— A  CORRECTION. 

lb  the  Editor  of^*  The  Stamf-Collbctor's  Maoazinb." 

SiK, — Allow  me  to  correct  a  misstatement  in  your  last 
issue.  The  circular  disk  in  the  top  centre  of  the  Japanese 
stamp  is  not  the  sun,  but  a  chrysanthemum  flower,  which 
is  the  well-known  crest  of  the  emperor.  The  comers  are 
the  cherry  flowers.  The  inscription  in  the  centre,  "  Tu 
bin  kitt6,  means  postage  stamp,  literally  post  communi- 
cation ticket  Tempo  is  not,  and  never  was,  a  unit  of 
Talue.    It  is  the  name  of  the  cycle  or  certain  number  of 

gears  during  which  the  coin  of  the  value  of  100,  or  rather 
S,  moni  was  first  issued.    The  inscriptions  on  the  old 
ones  were  not  expressed  in  tempos,  but  m  mon», 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tours  truly, 
London,  N,  IT.  JAPONICUS. 


A  WORD  OP   ENCOURAGEMENT. 
To  the  Editor  of  "Thb  Stamp-Collbctor'8  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  with  great  pleasure  read  over  the 
opening  address  of  the  Xlth  volume  of  The  Utamp-Ool- 
leetot'e  M'tgazine^  and  I  never  before  experienced  greater 
satisfaction.  I  have  been  a  collector  of  foreign  stamps 
for  seven  years,  and  for  two  years  of  that  time  I  only  oo- 
tained  the  twenty-four  stamps  given  in  the  magazine; 
and  I  think  had  it  not  been  for  the  magazine  coming  in 
month  after  month  I  should  have  forgotten  my  album  al- 
together ;  whereas  I  now  possess  a  collection  of  about 
2C^  varieties,  in  a  modem  album,  which  is  admired  even  by 
people  who  despise  stamps  and  stamp-collectors;  and  the 
possession  of  this  album  is  entirely  due  to  the  perusal  of 
The  Stamp •Colleetoi^e  Magazine.  Irrespectively  of  the 
geography  and  history  I  have  learned  from  stamps,  the 
arrangement  of  them  has  taught  me  the  value  of  method 
and  neatness,  so  that  these  poor  world -despised  little  bits 
of  coloured  paper  are  no  mean  agents  in  a  work  towards 
which  all  f^iucation  is  directed.  The  Stamp-Collector* t 
Magazine  has,  in  my  case,  been  the  immediate  cause  of 
my  interest  in  stamps,  and  it  therefore  possesses  an  in- 
tnnsic  value,  in  my  judgment,  which  it  can  never  lo:«e. 
I  feel  that  I  am  but  doing  my  duty  in  acknowledging  the 
debt  I  owe  to  your  magazine;  and  at  the  same  time  allow 
me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  highly  improved 
appearance  of  vour  new  dress,  not  forgetting'the  value  of 
the  jewel  in  tlie  beauty  of  the  setting.  Returning  the 
compliments  of  the  season, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tours  faithfully, 

W.   M.  COLLES,  JUN. 

The  Vicarage,  Melton  Mowbray. 


NOTES  ANd  QUERIES. 

To  the  Editor  o/»*  The  Stamp-Collector's  Mao.vzinb." 

Dear  Sir,— The  following  are  a  few  notes  i-ecorded 

while  reading  your  magazine,  in  the  expectation  that  an 

abler  pen  than  mine  would  direct  attention  to  the  several 

Joints.    Not  having  seen  any  notice  of  these  particulars, 
venture  to  send  my  memoranda  to  you. 


1.  England. — Post  cards  ;  two  sixes ;  smaller,  Sod 
ia^e  ?  1  purchased  on  October  1. 1870,  at  our  local  post- 
office,  one  of  the  large  size,  but  I  also  received,  by  past, 
a  card  on  that  day,  of  the  small  size.  The  stamp  is 
obliterated,  ocr.  1,  1870.  This  seems  to  point  to  a 
simultaneous  emission  of  two  sizes. 

^  It  has  been  recorded  that  the  essay  of  the  English 
sixpenny  has  been  seen  obliterated,  and  the  observer 
notes  it  as  showing  that  the  stamp  has  passed  the  poajL* 
I  have  a  specimen  of  the  green  essay,  the  obliteration 
unreadable.  I  can  onlj[  make  out  set  and  6.  I  have 
also  a  specimen  of  the  violet  essay,  bearing  the  identical 
obliteration  recorded  as  on  the  green — am,  av.  9,  1856. 
I  obtained  my  specimen  direct  from  the  general  port- 
office  some  years  ago,  and  suggest  that  the  obliteration 
was  applied  as  an  experiment,  before  deciding  (he  colour, 
and  tnat  the  stamp  in  Question  never  franked  a  letter. 
In  further  proof,  tne  well-known  numbered  obliteratii^; 
stamp  was  m  use  when  the  small  sixpenny  stamp  was 
IssutMl. 

While  on  the  subject  of  our  English  stamps,  I  would 
inquire  why  the  bistre  sixpenny  has  been  issued  with  the 
comer  letters  white  on  colour,  if  it  be  the  intention  of  the 
authorities  to  print  the  whole  issue  with  the  letters  colour 
on  white  ? 

2.  France.-— The  writer  in  the  December  number  of 
The  Stam p'Cof lector* »  Magazine  seems  to  question  the 
letters  *'5  fr."  on  the  French  stamp  of  that  value  being 
of  a  diflTereut  colour  to  the  stamps.  Mv  specimen  shows 
the  difference  in  tint  most  distinctly,  the  letters  being  a 
decided  blue-violet. 

3.  YiCTOuiA. — I  have  not  seen  it  noticed  that  the  blue 
shilling  Victoria  has  come  over  perforated  to  the  size  of 
the  five-shilling  stamp ;  this  must  show  a  rearrangement 
of  the  dies  in  the  frame,  resulting  in  their  being  placed 
further  apart,  to  allow  of  this  perforation. 

4.  Tasmania. — Errors  of  perforation  seem  numberless. 
I  possess  a  specimen  of  the  Id.  rose,  new  issue,  perforated 
not  only  in  the  right  place,  but  aUo  across  the  face  of  Her 
gracious  Majesty. 

6.  Holland. — The  stamps  of  the  Netherlands  would 
puzzle  any  student  of  perforations.  If  some  of  the  foreign 
philatelists  would  explain  the  cause  of  these  eccentriciiies 
they  would  confer  a  boon  on  many  a  puzzled  ool lector. 
Not  only  do  the  stamps  vary  in  the  size  of  the  perfo- 
rations (I  have  copies  of  the  5  cents  perforated  12,  13,  14, 
14 1,  respectively),  but  the  lines  of  perforation  vary  in 
their  distance  apart.  I  have  three  stamps  united,  show- 
ing the  centre  stamp  2  1-lOth  centimetres  wide ;  the  others 
only  1  8-lOths,  a  difference  quite  perceptible. 

6*.  Fhancb  and  Austria. — I  shoula  be  glad  if  some 
authority  in  printing  would  explain  the  phenomenon  of 
the  linea  disk,  seen  in  the  30  centime  French  '*  umpire," 
and  also  in  the  5  kreuzer  Austria. 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Your*,  &c.. 

Monmouthihire.  USE. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  S.,  Copenhagen. — Our  publishers  have  handfd  os 
your  letter  to  them  of  ^he  10th  ult..  containing  a  let  of 
the  new  Iceland  stamps,  for  communication  of  which  tee 
also  are  indebted  to  you. 

T. — With  reference  to  your  letter  respecting  certain 
dealers  in  forgeries,  we  should  be  glad  if  you  would  send 
us  for  inspection  the  counterfeits  you  mention,  9M  the 
prices  at  which  some  of  them  are  offered  aro  quite  high 
enough  for  genuine  stamps. 

•  Bee  HM  PkaaUiitt.  Daeefiiber,  1873,  p.  ISS. 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXVI. 

BY  OVEUY  TAYLOR. 
EUROPE. 

IJndek  the  above  heading  might  be  included, 
after  Lallier*8  fashion,  the  emissions  of  all 
the  states,  great  and  small,  which  go  to  form 
the  Fatherland;  but  such  an  arrangement 
would,  in  reality,  be  a  deviation  from  the 
alphabetical  order  adopted  in  these  papers, 
and,  in  philatelic  parlance,  the  issues  of 
Germany  are  understood  to  be  those  of  the 
Thurn  and  Taxis  oflBce,  the  North  German 
Confederation,  and  the  present  German  Em- 
pire. Let  us,  then,  confine  our  attention  to 
these. 

THE  THURN  AND  TAXIS  OFFICE. 

To  many  young  collectors  the  significa- 
tion  of  the  words  Thurn  and  Taxis  must  be 
•  by  no  means  clear.  Ten  years  ago,  in  the 
first  number  of  The  Stamp- CoW^ctur's  Maga^ 
zine,  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  accurate 
of  philatelic  writers,  Mr.  Mount  Brown, 
explained  the  meaning  of  this  sti*ange  title ; 
and  very  recently,  in  the  pages  of  a  contem- 
porary, an  abridgement  of  Mr.  Mount 
Brown's  article  was  published,  but,  as  in 
these  elementary  papers,  it  is  my  duty  to 
begin  at  the  beginning,  I  need  offer  no 
apology  for  repeating  the  information  already 
given  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Thurn  and 
Taxis  posi>oflBce. 

Thurn  and  Taxis  is  not  the  name  of  a 
place,  but  of  a  family,  whose  ancestors  were 
first  heard  of  in  Italy,  as  the  della  Torres, 
Lords  of  Valsassina;  eight  of  the  della 
Torres  were,  in  succession,  lords  of  Milan; 
the  last  of  the  eight,  Guido  the  Rich,  perished 
in  a  feud  with  the  Visconti,  and  one  of  his 
sons,  Lamoral  I.,  settled  in  the  territory  of 
Bergamo,  and  took  from  the  mountain  Tasso 
(one  of  his  possessions  there)  the  name  del 
Tnsso,  and  afterwards  de  Tassis,  His  great- 
g^ndson  inherited  the  possessions  of  his 
predecessors,  united  their  titles,  and  was 
known  as  Roger  I.  of  Thurn  and  Taxis. 
This  personage  was  knighted  by  the  emperor, 
Frederick  III.,  in  1450,  and  in  the  latter  half 


of  the  century  founded  the  fame  of  his 
house  by  the  establishment  of  a  post  in  the 
Tyrol.  This  is  all  we  know  of  Count 
Roger  I.,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  warrant  our 
takmg  some  interest  in  this  half-forgotten 
German  prince,  who  deserves  to  be  ranked 
with  Louis  XL.  as  one  of  the  earliest  postal 
benefactors.  He  must  have  known  how  to 
manage  the  post  he  established ;  for  instead 
of  its  dying  out,  like  many  another  knightly 
venture,  it  proved  to  be  the  initial  step 
towards  the  foundation  of  a  service  whose 
functions  only  ceased  with  the  Prusso- 
Austrian  war  of  1866.  So  successful  was 
the  conduct  of  his  enterprise,  that,  in  1516, 
his  son — on  whom  Roger's  mantle  seems  to 
have  descended — was  charged  by  Maxi^ 
milian  I.  to  form  a  post  from  Brussels  to 
Vienna, — no  mean  undertaking  in  those 
days.  The  subsequent  progress  of  the 
Thurn  and  Taxis  post  is  best  described  in 
Mr.  Mount  Brown's  own  words : — 

''  In  1522,  on  account  of  the  war  with  the 
Turks,  an  imperial  post  was  established 
from  Nuremberg  to  Vienna,  which  ceased 
on  the  return  of  peace.  On  this  Charles  V, 
ordered  Leonhard,  Count  of  Thurn  and 
TaxLs,  to  establish  a  permanent  post,  which 
wen£  from  the  Netherlands,  through  Treves, 
Spires,  Wurtemburg,  Augsburg,  and  the 
Tyrol  to  Italy.  In  1543  he  created  the 
Count  Oherpost ineider  of  the  German  empire. 
About  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the 
Thurn  and  Taxis  post,  shaken  by  disturbances 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  oppressed  by  debt, 
fell  into  disuse,  but  rose  again  under  the 
favour  of  the  Emperor  Rudolf  II.  But  the 
Palatinate,  Wurtemburg,  Saxony,  Brandon- 
berg,  Mecklenburg,  and  other  states  of  the 
empire,  formerly  included  under  Thurn  and 
Taxis,  had  in  the  meantime  established  posts 
in  their  own  states,  and  refused  to  recognise 
the  validity  of  the  office.  Upon  this, 
Lamoral,  .Count  of  Thurn  and  Taxis,  was 
raised  to  the  rank  of  Baron  of  the  Empire, 
and  received  the  imperial  post  in  fee  for 
himself  and  male  heirs,  which  was  subse- 
quently extended  to  his  female  descendant?. 
V  arious  states  have  at  times  shaken  off  or 
purchased  the  monopoly;  thus,  Austria, 
Prussia,  Bavaria,  Hanover,  Saxony,  Baden, 
Oldenburg,  Luxemburg,  &?.,  have  now  their 
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own  postal  arrangemente.*  Bat  tbe  Tharn 
and  Taxis  family  still  posBesses,  as  a  fief  of 
the  empire,  the  posts  in  Nassan,  Saxe- 
Weimar,  Schwarzburg,  Rudoktadt,  Ac,  &c. 
In  the  free  cities  of  Uambar^,  Lnbeck,  and 
Bremen,  they  possess  some  of  the  poste,  bat 
tbe  general  direction  of  tbe  Thnm  and  Taxis 
office  has  bad  ite  seat  Hince  1811,  at  Fiant- 
fort-on-the-Uaine,  where  the  Thum  and 
Taxis  posta  are  vxcluaivelii  used." 

From  this  we  see  that  tho  Thnm  and 
Taxis  post  snrvired,  tbongh  with  diminished 
importance,  the  empire  under  which  it  was 
created.  We  find,  moreover,  that,  until  a 
few  months  ago,  a  post  conducted,  not  bj  the 
etate,  but  by  a  private  fmnily  for  its  own  per- 
gonal benefit,  existed  in  the  heart  of  Germany, 
as  one  of  tbe  recognised  means  of  inter- 
national communication ;  and  the  two  nnpre- 
tentions  Bcriea  of  Thura  and  Taxis  stamps 
carry  ns  back,  by  their  associations,  ])ast 
locomotives  and  mail-coaches,  to  the  old 
feudal  times,  and  the  primitive  post-houses 
and  rnnners  of  a  by-gone  age. 

The  list  of  the  states  served  by  the  Thum 
and  Taxis  office  is  as  follows : — 

Nvrlkani  States  (unit  of  currency,  the 
thaler)— Electorate  of  Hesse,  the  Grand 
Dnchy  of  Saxe-Weimar,  the  Principalities 
of  Schwarzbourg-Sonderi'hanseu,  Renss,  and 
Lippe,  the  free  cities  of  Bremen,  Hamburg, 
and  Lnbeck. 

Soalhem  States  (nnit  of  currency,  the 
florin) — Grand  Dnchy  of  Hesse,  the  Princi- 
palities of  Hohenzollern,  the  Grand  Dachies 
of  Nassau,  Saxe-Mciningen,  Siixe-Gobonrg, 
the  principnlity  of  Schwarzbonrg-Rndol- 
stadt,  the  Landgraviate  of  Hesse-Hombonrg, 
and  the  free  town  of  Frankfort. 

Tbe  stamps  issned  for  the  two  sections 
were  all  prepared  at  Frankfort,  and,  al though 
M.  Berger-Levraalt  gives  the  dat«  of  emission 
of  the  first  groedien  (or  Northern)  series  as 
1852,  and  that  of  tho  kremer  (or  Southern) 
series  as  1850,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
both  were  isened  together  in  1852,  every  thing 
being  in  favour  of  a  simnltaneous  emission. 
These  stamps,  like  those  of  Baden  and 
Wurtcraburg,  were  issued  pursuant  to  the 
provisions,  or  as  a  consequence  of,  the  postal 

•  Theeo  slnti-B  libiTatcl  Ihpin.nlvcs  nboiil  the  lime  of 
thu  rcHoratiou  of  Louia  XVllI.  to  tbe  Fn-iich  throne. 


convention  of  the  6th  of  April,  1850,  to  which 
the  Thum  and  Taxis  office  was  a  party- 
The  inscription,  dedtsch-oestb.  posttebki!i 
(or  German-Austrian  Postal  Union),  which 
is  found  on  all  the  Thum  and  Taxis  stamps 
(on  the  right-hand  side),  refers  to  tbis  con- 
vention,  whereby  the  postal  axra^tgements 
over  a  great  portion  of  central  Europe  weie 
regulated,  and  nnifonn  rates  estabUehed. 


The  first  series  were  printed  in  black  ink, 
and  were  composed  of  the  foUownng  values 
and  colours: — 

Northern  State*. 
J  silber  groscben  red-brown. 


" 

(1868)  flesb. 
gitjen. 
light  bl 
dirk     , 

" 

ycUow. 

8<mlheni  SlatM. 

krenier 

iiS°bliie. 
dark      „ 

„ 

rose. 

9      „  yellow. 

The  Northern  issue  shows  a  larger  nnmbrr 
of  stamps,  on  account  of  the  fractional  de- 
nominations, which  have  no  equivalent  in  tht 
Southern  currency.  It  will  be  observed  ih*t 
there  is  complete  identity  of  colour  in  the 
corresponding  values  of  the  two  series,  mw 
even  of  shade  in  the  blue  stamps.  The  two 
varieties  of  the  blue  are  very  distinct,  ham 
always  been  admitted,  and  seeing  that  ik^J 
occur  equally  in  both  series,  it  is  hardly  lite'? 
that  they  were  the  result  of  accident.  Pe*- 
bably  the  dark  sba^Ie  waa  the  first  issoed— ii> 
former  years  it  was  certainly  a  thi/dt  nm 
than  its  companion — and  it  being  found  that 
the  postmarks  did  not  show  np  clearly,  it  wis 
superseded  by  the  light  blue. 
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The  designs  are  neatly  and  even  finely  en- 
graved, but  are  not  remarkable  for  their 
oi-iginality.  A  nnmeral  of  valne  in  the 
centre  of  a  eqnare  (for  the  groichen  series), 
and  of  a  circle  (for  the  kreuxer  series),  snf- 
ficed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Frankfort  officials, 
for  Qse,  and  a  special  gronnd  pattern  for 
each  value  for  ornament.  These  designs  re- 
mained current  to  the  last,  without  any 
alteration. 

In  1859  a  second  edition  of  them  made  its 
appearance,  distinguished  from  the  first  by 
being  printed  in  colonr  on  white  paper,  and 
also  by  the  addition  of  two  new  values  to 
each  set.     The  colours  read  as  follows  : — 

NorUiem  SMet. 


vermilion. 


Ikr. 
3  „ 


15  , 


yellow. 
Tennilion. 


The  J  s.gr.  is  not  represented  in  this  sot, 
and  there  is  one  exception  also  to  the  general 
similarity  of  colour  in  the  corresponding 
values.  Whilst  the  3  s.  gr.  is  in  brown  (the 
colour  about  that  time  adopted  by  various 
states  in  the  postal  union),  the  9  kr.  con- 
tinues in  its  old  shade,  yellow. 

The  high-vaine  stamps  are  of  considerable 
merit,  and  may  be  Raid  to  be  as  pretty  as 
Btamps  with  numeral  in  centre  can  be.  The 
two  Northern  values  show  the  figure  in  the 


centre  of  a  "  tesseliited "  square,  as  it  has 
not  inaptly  been  termed;  and  the  16  kr.  and 
30  kr.  Ikave  the  figure  on  a  similar  gronnd, 
within  a  circular  inscribed  scroll.  Such  of 
my  readers,  however,  as  may  not  possess 
specimens,  can  jndge  for  themselves  from 
the  annexed  representations. 

In  1862-1  a  fresh  series  saw  the  light,  cha- 
racterised by  an  interchange  of  colour,  and 
printed,  like   the  preceding,  in    colonr  on 

NortJi«rn  Slates. 
\  s.gr.        black. 
\     „  green. 

3     „  orange. 


1864. 
1863. 


1862. 
1864. 
1863. 


blue. 

bistre  &  yellowish  bistre. 
Soulkem  Slalef. 
1862.     3kr.  rose. 

„        6  „  bine  (shades). 

„        9  „  bistre  (shades). 

Ko  further  change  took  place  in  the  colours, 
bat  in  1865  all  the  values  of  both  sets,  except 
the  two  highest  in  each  set,  viz.: — 
s.gr.  J,  1,  I,  1.  2,  3. 
kr.  1,3,6,9. 
were  issued  linc-picrced,  and  the  emi8.si(m  is 
marked  by  some  accidental  differences  in 
shade.  Subsequently,  the  same  values  were 
issned  perforated,  or  rather  pierced,  on  a  line 
of  colonr.  The  two  highest  values  in  grog- 
cken  appeared  ipiqtip/,  and  also  pierced  in 
paiallel  lines,  in  18G6;  the  16  kr.  end  30 
kr.  appeared  at  the  snme  time  pierced  in 
parallel  linos.  We  believe,  however",  this 
was  an  unofficial  piquage.  These  differences 
in  perforation  may  only  perplex  the  begin- 
ner, and  copies  of  them  are  not  now  easily 
met  with. 

ENVELOPES. 

Only  one  series,  properly  so  called,  has 
been  issued  for  each  oi  the 
two  groups  of  states.      The 
silber-groschen  set  and   I 
kreuzer  set  appeared  simul-   I 
taneously  on  the  21st   Sep-   \ 
tember,    1861.     The    values 
then  issned  were  the  follow- 
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Northern  Stales, 


i  8.  gr. 
1 
2 
3 


99 


orange, 
rose, 
blue, 
stone. 


Southern  States, 


2  kr. 
3 


>> 


» 


» 


yellow, 
rose, 
blue, 
stone. 


Each  series  shows  the  numeral  of  value  on 
a  plain  ground,  enclosed  in  an  engine-turned 

pattern,  inscribed  frame;  but 
the  Southern  set .  has  this 
border  enclosed  in  an  exterior 
octagonal  frame.  The  co- 
lours of  the  corresponding 
values,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  lowest,  are  identical. 
Later  on,  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1865,  an  additional  value  was  added  to 
each  set,  viz.  :— 


Js.gr. 


black.       I       1  kr. 


green. 


Three  different  supplies,  or,  as  they  may 
be  termed,  editions,  of  these  series  were 
printed  off — the  first  two  at  Berlin,  the  last, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  issue  of  the  above- 
mentioned  low  values  at  Frankfort. 

The  first  edition  has  the  minute  diagonal 
inscription  above  the  impressed  stamp — ein 
HALBER  (ein,  zwei,  or  DEEi,  as  the  case  may 
be)  SILBKB  GROSCHEX  POST-couvERT — printed 
in  lilac.  In  the  second  edition  the  inscrip- 
tions are  of  the  same  colours  as  the  embossed 
stamps.  The  third  edition  is  distinguishable 
from  the  second  only  by  its  comparatively 
imperfect  execution.  The  two  former  edi- 
tions should  be  collected  even  by  beginners, 
but  the  last  hardly  comes  within  their  scope. 


It  now  only  remains  to  state  that  at  the 
close  of  the  war  of  1866  a  large  portion  of 
the  country  served  by  the  Thurn  and  Taxis 
post-office  became  incorporated  with  Prussia. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  purchase  of 
the  remaining  privilpj^os  of  the  Prince  of 
Thurn  and  Taxis,  and  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1867,  this  monopoly  ceaseil  to  exist,  and  was 


afterwards   merged  in  the  North   Grerman 
Postal  Confederation.* 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  xmlike  many  of 
the  obsolete  German  stamps,  those  of  Thurn 
and  Taxis  have  not  been  sold  as  remainders, 
and  that,  consequently,  unused  copies  have 
not  submitted  to  that  depreciation  of  value 
which  has  made  itself  felt  in  respect  of  the 
Brunswick  and  Saxony  emissions. 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Philatelist  for  February,  is,  in  Baconian 
phrase,  a  full  number.  The  articles  it 
contains  are  all  instructive  and  worthy  of 
careful  perusal.  The  list  of  "Recent  and 
Undescribed  Emissions  "  opens  with  engrav- 
ings of  the  new  Japanese  stamp^s,  and  a 
description  of  them,  which  in  all  respects  bat 
one  is  perfectly  accurate.  The  flaw  consists 
in  the  statement  that  the  increase  in  si«e 
begins  with  the  two  sen.  In  fact  this  value  is 
of  the  same  dimensions  as  its  companions — 
the  half  sen  and  one  sen. 

The  regulations  which  govern  the  impres- 
sion of  the  embossed  stamp  on  private  post- 
cards are  worth  quoting.  They  are  as^fol- 
lows  : — 

(I.)  The  cards  muit  be  white,— i.^.,  not  tinted  in  my 

way . 

CI.)  They  must  be  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  offi- 
cial post  card,— viz.,  4f  by  2|  inches. 

(3.)  They  must  not  be  thinner  than  the  official  port 
card, — viz  ,  120  to  the  inch,— nor  thicker  than  the  tele- 
gniph  card,— viz.,  60  to  the  inch. 

(4.)  The  words  post  card,  and  the  addrfss  oxi.tto 
BK  wutiTEN  ON  THIS  siDP.,  niust  be  printed  on  the  face, 
as  <»n  the  official  post  card ;  but  there  must  he  nothip; 
else  (the  address  excepted)  printed,  written,  or  otherwise 
impressed  upon  the  face  of  tne  card. 

(5.)  All  cards  must  be  sent  in  with  cTenly  cut  edges. 

(6.)  At  the  right-hand  upper  comer  of  the  face  of  th»i 
card,  a  space  measuring  \\  inches  from  the  top  edge  of 
the  card,  and  1  inch  from  the  side,  must  he  left  for  the 
stamp ;  and  this  space  must  be  left  free  from  print,  boih 
on  the  face  and  the  underside. 

A  reprinted  article  from  The  Philaidicd 
Journal,  on  the  rogues  who  trade  in 
forged  stamps,  deserves  to  be  generally 
read.  It  is  only  by  constant  and  uiiinching 
exposure  of  the  tribe  that  good  results  can 
be  obtained.  In  the  correspondence  columns 
is  a  letter  from  "A  Victim"  of  a  German 
swindler — Mr.  Ernest  Stoltze,  jun.,  of  Bruns- 
wick.   The  writer  received,  one  fine  morning, 

*The  Phiiatelist,  vol.  ri.  p.  102. 
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a  packet,  via  Hamburg  and  London,  the  car- 
riage of  which  amounted  to  eight  shillings  and 
elglitpence,  **  I  was^from  home  at  the  time," 
he  observes,  "  or  I  would  not  have  received 
the  parcel.  No  letter  or  advice  of  any  kind 
had,  or  has,  come  to  hand  respecting  it.  The 
parcel  weighed  half-a-pound  exactly,  and  con- 
tained two  sheets  entire  of  the  1  gr.  crimson 
Brunswick  adhesive  stamps  (1865),  two 
cancelled  money-order  postal  cards  (Bruns- 
wick), and  two  price  circulars ;  the  rest  was 
— coarse  brown  paper."  To  this  communi- 
cation the  editor  of  Tlie  VhihiteliH  appends 
the  following  instructive  foot-note : — 

Weopine  that  the  ingenious  swindler  above  mciitionpd, 
vill  not  gain  much  profit  by  the  exercise  of  his  wits. 
One  of  his  intended  victims,  rcsidin;^  in  Town,  im- 
mediately on  receipt  of  his  eight-and-six penny  worth  of 
rubbish,  proceeded  to  the  crtrriers'  offire  when«e  it  came ; 
and,  under  threat  of  appealing  to  the  authoiities,  not 
only  obtained  the  refundment  of  his  money,  but  sueeeeded 
in  preventing  thetransmiesionof  forty  or  fiby  parcels  of  the 
same  nature  to  different  parties  in  England.  It  seems  the 
scamp  had  agreed  with  the  German  post-office  to  receive 
«x  shillings  therefrom  for  each  packet ;  s  >  that,  if  one 
half  of  them  had  been  taken  in  ^like  the  reripient's)  he 
would  have  made  a  tolerable  hit.  As  it  is,  however,  the 
German  authorities  are  taking  up  the  mutter,  and  doubt- 
Wh,  ere  this  sees  the  light,  tbc  friendly  correspondent  of 
Bnti^h  philatelists  will  be  provided  with  an  apartment  at 
the  public  expense. 

In  further  continuation  of  the  history  of 
Mr.  Stoltze  we  may  mention,  on  the  authority 
of  the  Bric/markeH-Anzetgf'i\,  that  he  recently 
made  his  appearance  on  the  Hamburg  stamp 
exchange,  and,  being  in  debt  to  most  of  the 
members,  they  issued  a  very  summary  writ 
of  execution,  and  after  a  tumultuous  scene, 
he  was  kicked  out  of  the  room.  Exit  Stoltze 
with  a  crest-fallen  look  by  no  means  counter- 
feited. 

Among  the  remaining  contents  of  our 
Brighton  contemporary,  we  must  not  omit  to 
mention  a  supplementary  article  on  the  en- 
velopes of  Germany,  by  "  A  Parisian  Collec- 
tor," giving  an  account  of  the  emissions  of 
the  North  German  Confederation ;  and  an- 
other instalment  of  the  invaluable  "  Spud 
Papers,"  by  Mr.  Pemberton,  containing  an 
analysis  of  a  very  careful  forgery  of  the 
Danish  2  r.b.s.  blue,  of  1851.  The  specimen 
which  accompanies  the  description  is  heavily 
postmarked,  and  therefore  more  liable  to 
deceive.  The  most  prominent  distinctive 
points  in  this  new  forgery  are*:  (1)  the 
absence  of  any  dot  after  the  word  post  (the 


genuine  stamp  showing  a  broad  oblong  mark 
for  a  period) ;  (2)  the  utter  absence  of  the 
pale  brown  fancy  pattern,  which  in  the  genu- 
ine  stamp  usually  covers  the  whole  surfece 
of  the  paper;  and  (3)  the  absence  of  the 
crown  watermark. 

We  notice  that,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Philatelic  Society,  the  abnormal  New  Zealand 
(Queen's  head  placed  between  the  shoulders) 
was  shown  by  its  fortunate  possessor;  but 
the  reporter  omits  to  state  what  opinion  was 
expressed  respecting  it  by  the  members 
present. 

The  Canadian  Philateltsi. — The  fourth 
number  of  this  excellent  publication  is  before 
us.  We  have  read  it  through,  and  are  much 
pleased  with  the  matter,  style,  and  arrange- 
ment. The  number  opens  with  the  continu- 
ation jof  a  useful  article  on  local  stamps,  in 
which  the  issues  of  Denmark,  Egypt,  Fin- 
land, and  the  Fijis  are  treated  of.  In  a  pre- 
vious chapter  of  this  article  the  true  character 
of  the  so-called  Canadian  locals  of  Bancroft, 
Ker,  Ac,  was  demonstrated.  In  the  current 
instalment  the  information  given  respecting 
the  Danish  and  other  stamps  is  thoroughly 
accurate,  and  has  evidently  been  compiled 
with  care.  If  we  must  object  to  anything  in 
it,  it  is  to  the  inclusion  of  the  Danish  railway 
stamps,  which  are  certainly  not  postals. 
The  article  on  ** Newly-issued  Stamps"  is  not 
a  mere  reprint  of  our  own  or  our  contempo- 
raries' descriptions,  such  as  we  frequently 
come  across  in  the  American  joumalettes,  but 
an  original  and  fairly  written  paper,  in  which 
we  notice  only  two  errors ;  the  Wissiegonsk 
stamps  are  ascribed  to  Weissenburg,  and  the 
issue  for  Iceland  is  quoted  from  the  Brussels 
paper  as  for  Island,  the  editor  being  un- 
certain to  what  group  of  isles  the  French 
name  referred.  The  mistake  was  a  pardon- 
able one.  The  "  Reviews  "  which  follow  are 
characterised  by  a  spirit  of  courtesy,  and  the 
number  closes  with  a  paper  reprinted  from 
The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine,  of  18G5,  en- 
titled "A  Chat  with  Juvenile  Collectors," 
and  containing  advice  which  is  as  useful  now 
as  it  was  on  the  day  it  was  written. 

Le  Timhre-Poste. — The  greater  portion  of 
the  February  number  is  taken  up  with  the 
chronicle.  This  is  followed  by  a  paragraph 
treating  of  the  English  postal  statistics  for 
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1871-2,  to  which  in  turn  succeeds  an  article 
on  the  Chilian  cards  and  envelopes,  contain- 
ing absolutely  no  new  information.  Under 
the  heading,  **  The  Surcharged  10  Centimes 
French  Republic,"  the  editor  describes  a 
curious  abortion,  to  which  reference  is  made 
in  another  part  of  our  present  number. 
"  Apropos  of  the  New  Caledonian  Stamps  '* 
is  the  title  of  a  short  article  in  which  proof  is 
given  that  the  New  Caledonian  stamps  were 
issued  gummed.  The  information  it  con- 
tains  is  worth  quoting,  more  ospeciallj  as  it 
comes  from  a  gentleman  whose  official 
position  is  a  guarantee  of  its  correctness. 

About  the  end  of  1862,  I  think  (writes  M.  Moons*  cor- 
respondent), the  Postmaster-general  of  Algeria  addressed 
a  report  to  the  central  office,  of  which  the  following  is  the 
resumi: — ^The  regimental  baggage-masters  collect  the 
letters  which  the  soldiers  in  distant  localities  write  to  their 
friends  in  France.  Among  the  letters  which  one  of  these 
baggage-masters  delivered  to  a  post-office,  there  happened 
to  be  one  beting  two  10  c.  New  Caledonian  stamps.  The 
postmaster,  thinking  that  the  stamps  were  false,  caused 
inquiry  to  be  made.  The  sender  was  found,  and  was 
called  before  the  military  commandant.  He  declared  that 
having  served  in  the  Marines,  and  been  on  duty  in  New 
Caledonia,  he  had  bought  a  sheet  at  the  Porte-de-France 
post-office  to  prepay  his  letters  for  France  as  far  as  Syd- 
ney, thence  to  be  carried  by  the  English  packet-boat,  lie 
showed  this  sheet  which  already  lacked  some  stamps.  It 
was  retained  and  sent  to  the  administration  at  Paris,  in 
order  that  explanations  might  be  obtained.  Specimens 
were  cut  from  this  sheet  from  time  to  time,  and  sent  to 
the  forei^  post-offices  which  requested  to  be  furnished 
with  copies  of  the  New  Caledonian  stamp.  ITie  sheet 
was  quite  used  up  some  time  since.  Since  my  return  to 
Paris  I  have  often  had  the  opportunity  of  scfing  this 
sheet ;  it  was  in  fine  condition  and  well  gummed. 

The  number  is  completed  by  some  remarks 
on  an  obliterated  French  stainp  in  the  pos- 
session of  **  A  Parisian  Collector,"  which  we 
defer  discussing  for  the  present. 

THE  INELIGIBLE   CLASSES. 

The  January  number  of  La  Gazette  des 
Timbres  contains  the  conclusion  of  a  very  in- 
structive article,  entitled  "  Notes  on  the  Me- 
thodical Formation  of  Collections  of  Stamps." 
The  writer  gives  the  following  list  of  designs 
or  stamps  which  ought  not  to  receive  place 
in  a  postage-stamp  album  : — 

1.  Vignettes,  at  first  considered  by  error 
as  stamps  («.  ^.,  the  Austrian  complemen- 
taries).  These  should  be  definitively  ex- 
cluded. 

2.  Charity  fair  stamps  and  other  analo- 
gous issues,  which  are  not  stamps  at  all  in 


the  proper  acceptation  of  the  word,  and  can 
only  be  regarded  as  impressions  admissible 
among  a  collection  of  engravings,  lithographs 
or  curiosities,  but  not  into  a  timbrological 
culleotiwi  raisonnee, 

3.  Administrative /o?wttZ<B,  used  in  certain 

post-offices,  such  as  the  round  scalloj)ed  seal 
of  Bremen,  and  the  Bavarian  instruction 
stamps. 

4.  Certain  labels  which  have  been  wrongly 
classed  as  postage  stamps,  and  are  in  reality 
adhesive  fiscals  {e.g.,  the  Austrian  and  Lom- 
bardo- Venetian  journal  stamps  (arms  square), 
the  journal  stamps  of  Parma  (6  and  9  cent), 
and  the  French  journal  stamps). 

5.  Stamps,  which,  like  the  preceding,  are 
fiscal,  and  which,  moreover,  instead  of  being 
adhesive,  are  fixed— i.e.,  struck  on  the  paper 
on  which  their  presence  denotes  the  payment 
of  a  certain  sum— (e.  //.,  the  Fogli  Esteri  d 
Sardinia,  and  the  Bollo  Straordinaiiu  of  Tus- 
cany). 

6.  Fancy  envelopes,  save  only  those  having 
a  direct  and  well-ascertained  connection  with 
postage-stamp  history. 

7.  Stamps  of  private  offices,  which  repre- 
sent not  a  postal  service  effected  by  private 
enterprise  in  default  of  the  state,  but  a 
service  performed  by  an  individual  exclusive- 
ly for  his  own  benefit,  and  corresponding  to 
the  state  postal  service, — (c.  g.,  the  pretended 
Rigi-Kulm  and  Rigi-Scheideck  stamps,  Ac.) 

8.  The  delivery  stamps  (timbres  def adage) 
issued  by  sundry  companies.  These  stamp 
no  doubt  present  a  great  analogy  to  those  is- 
sued by  private  pdrsons  who  undertake  the 
transmission  of  letters,  still  (says  the  writer 
from  whom  we  quote),  we  think  that, 
strictly  speaking,  a  stamp  is  an  official  docu- 
ment created  by  the  state,  and  it  is  only  on 
exceptional  grounds  that  the  acceptance  of 
one  issued  by  private  persons,  inst^wi  of  the 
state,  for  the"  performance  of  an  analogous 
service,  can  be  permitted,  and,  in  short,  that 
the  exception  should  be  limited  as  closely  aa 
possible.  The  delivery  stamps  have  not  ihe 
same  character,  and  in  any  event  should  form 
a  special  subdivision. 

Lastly,  the  able  writer  of  the  foregoing  re- 
marks concludes  against  the  admission  of 
official  frank  stamps  (such  as  the  Spanish, 
the  German  field-post  envelopes,  &c.),  on  the 
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ground  which  has  already  been  taken  in  this 
magazine,  that  thej  represent  not  the  pay- 
ment of,  but  exemption  from,  a  charge.  The 
writer  does  not  expressly  allude  to  the  adhe- 
sire  official  and  service  stamps,  but  they  are 
included  by  implication, — the  same  argu- 
ments applying  to  them  as  to  the  impressed 
stamps. 

Of  the  stamps  placed  in  the  above  index 
expurgcUorius  those  comprised  in  the  articles 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  6  most  certainly  merit  ex- 
clusion. Impressions  which  are  in  no  sense 
of  the  word  postage  stamps  are  completely  out 
of  court,  and  should  be  pitilessly  discarded. 
As  to  the  class  referred  to  in  article  No.  4, 
there  is  something  to  be  said  in  &.vonr,  at 
least,  of  the  Austrians.  3  tamps  ^hich  repre- 
sent a  so-called  tax  on  foreign  journals  com- 
ing into  the  country,  and  arc  obliterated  in 
the  post-office,  are  very  mnch  like  postage 
stamps.  The  idea  of  taxing  journals  just  as 
other  imported  commodities  are  taxed  is  a 
droll  one  when  fairly  considered.  The  charge 
which  the  Austrian  stamps  represent  may  be 
called  a  tax,  but  in  its  essence  it  is  simply  so 
much  extra  postage;  in  other  words,  the 
Austrian  post-office  claims  a  higher  rate  for 
the  transport  of  foreign  than  it  does  for 
home  newspapers.  Philatelists,  looking  at 
the  stamps  in  their  true  light,  continue  to 
collect  them,  and  rightly  so  in  our  opinion. 
The  French  blue  and  rose  2  c.  journal  stamps 
are  admitted  by  the  writer  in  La  Gazette  to 
have  a  double  character,  but  he  argues  that 
the  fiscal  tax  being  their  principal  object,  and 
the  postal  tax  an  accessory  one,  they  should 
be  ranged  with  the  fiscal  emissions.  This  is 
matter  of  opinion,  and  we  should  be  inclined 
to  leave  the  question  of  their  dominant  attri- 
bute an  open  one. 

With  regard  to  class  5,  our  author  is,  we 
think,  right,  after  all,  in  relegating  it  to  the 
fiscals.  Impressed  journal  stamps  require 
special  certificates  of  character  to  entitle  them 
to  admission  into  postage-stamp  collections. 
As  to  the  Rigi  and  similar  stamps  which  are 
included  in  article  7,  withont  discussing  their 
hond'Jide  employment,  we  confess  we  don't  see 
that  the  reasons  advanced  warrant  their  ex- 
clusion. They  are  condemned  because  they 
represent  un  service  exclt^ivement  individuel 
cjrrespondaut  au  service  ^postal  de  VEtat.    We 


quote  the  original  text,  lest  in  Our  translation 
we  may  have  unwittingly  wandered  from 
the  true  meaning,  for  which,  in  fact,  we  had 
to  grope.  To  qualify  a  local  stamp  for  admis- 
sion it  must,  according  to  the  writer  in  La 
Oazette^  be  issued  for  use  along  a  postal  route 
(lifine  vostolti)  which  in  default  of  the  state  is 
served  by  a  private  office.  But  it  seems  to 
us  that  as  a  question  of  principle  it  matters 
little  whether  one  of  the  termini  of  a  given 
route  be  a  small  town  or  a  large  establishment 
such  as  the  one  at  Rigi-Kaltbad ;  and  if  ob- 
jection be  taken  to  the  Rigi  stamps  it  should 
rather  be  because  they  belong  to  the  class  men- 
tioned in  article  No.  8  of  the  above  list  of  ex- 
ceptions as  being,  in  fact,  delivery  stamps, 
which  represent  thetjost  of  carrying  letters  to 
or  bringing  them  from  the  post-office.  We 
certainly  take  objection  to  the  rule,  that  of 
necessity  the  private  office  must  replace  the 
state;  for  it  may  well  happen  that,  for  in- 
stance, a  private  steamship  company  may  run 
its  vessels,  and  carrj^  letters  prepaid  by  its 
own  stamps,  between  ports  to  which  there  is 
no  government  service  whatever,  and  it  would 
be  hard  to  deny  to  such  emissions,  if  duly 
accredited,  the  character  of  hond-Jide  postage 
stamps. 

In 'article  8  the  French  essayist  establishes 
a  justifiable  distinction  between  local  stamps 
issned  by  private  offices — which,  as  far  as  they 
go,  entirely  replace  the  state,  their  operations 
embracing  the  collection,  transport,  and  de- 
livery of  the  letters  confided  to  their  care — 
and  stamps  issued  by  offices  whose  proprie- 
tors are  only  a  step  higher  than  street  com- 
missumairesy  who,  in  fact,  confine  themselves 
to  collecting  their  customers*  letters  and 
carrying  them  to  the  nearest  post-office,  and 
bringing  back  from  the  post-office  the  corres- 
pondence adddressed  to  their  customers. 
The  usefulness  of  such  intermediate  agents 
in  large  towns  is  easily  perceptible,  but  it  is 
none  the  less  true  that  their  postal  functions 
are  of  the  most  elementary  character,  and 
the  stamps  they  may  issue  ostensibly  for  the 
prepayment  of  their  charges  are  far  from 
being  entitled  to  equal  consideration  with 
those  of  local  posts  proper. 

We  have  dwelt,  perhaps,  too  long  already 
on  the  interesting  "  Note  "  under  review,  yet 
cannot  take  leave  of  it  without  noticing  the 
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writer's  argament  iu  favour  at  the  formation 
of  collections  with  nnobliterated  specimens 
only.  "The  stamp,"  he  reasons,  "  being,  in 
fact,  a  kind  of  paper-money  issued  by  the 
state  for  a  public  Hervice,  ought  to  figure  in 
a  collection  anch  as  it  was  fabricated  and 
pat  in  circulation  by  the  state.  Just  as  in 
nnmismatical  collections  those  specimens  of 
coins  or  medals,  both  ancient  and  modern,  are 
most  eouffht  after,  which  have  best  preserved 
thcfreshness  of  their  impression,  theiroriginal 
diameter,  and  their  primitive  weight,  so  also 
should  the  stamp  be  collected  such  as  it  'was 
issued,  with  all  its  particularities  of  gum,  per- 
foration, Ac."  On  the  other  hand  it  may  be 
ar^aed,  that  whilst  a  coin  submits  U>  no 
official  change  during  its  circulation,  bnt  re- 
mains legal  tender  until  it  is  withdrawn,  a 


stamp  is  issued  for  a  given  pnrpose — that  of 
prepaying  a  letter  or  journal— and  iU  cziitt- 
once,  BO  to  speak,  cnlminates  with  the  appo- 
sition of  the  poHtraark.  It  is  not,  except  by 
favour,  a  kind  of  paper-money  ;  although  <;(' 
vttue  it  IB  not  of  tiie.  until  it  is  attached  to  a 
letter,  and  that  letter  is  droppt-d  into  the 
post-office  bjK.  The  defender  of  obliterat«d 
stamps  may  therefore  urge  that  it  is  prefer- 
able to  collect  a  stamp  which  lia'  performed 
its  intended  service,  rather  than  one  which 
is  merely  ca/inhle  of  perf.irming  it.  As  far  w 
argument  goes  we  think  the  advocates  of 
used  stamptt  stand  on  quite  as  good  ground 
as  their  opponents.  For  onr  part  we  should 
never  object  on  principle  to  a  nsed  stamp, 
and  equally  on  principle  we  most  certainly 
should  not  object  to  an  unused  one. 


HEWLT-ISSUED    OB  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

ikVh'*. — We  gave  last  month  a  description  of 

all  the  values  of  the  new  series,  accompanied 

by  a  list  of  the  colours. 


Wc  a 


tion  to  give  engravings 

of  all  the  denominations 
;  except  the  10  sen.      Of 
•  the  six   values    the  20 
I  sen    is    probably     that 
I  which  will  bo  consider- 
I  ed  tlio  most  artistically 
designed. 
The  least  adept  in  reading  the  Japanese 
numerals  will  find  no  difficulty  in  making 
out  the  signs  which  indicate  the  value  of  these 
stamps,  except  perhaps  those  which  appear 
CO  the  i  sen.     The  one  sen  has  a  single  hori- 
zontal bar,  signifying  1,  on  the  white  space 
in  each    of    tlie  side  borders ;    the    2  sen 


has  two  horizontal  bars  in  the  same  place; 
tlte  10  sens  has  a  cross,  standing  for 
10;  the  20  sens  has  the  crots  and  fuv 
horizontal  strokes  above ;  and  the  30  sens 
a  cross,  and  (Area  strokes  above.  All 
the  stamps  are  irregularly  perforated,  and 
printed  in  colour  on  a.  tliin  yellowish- white 
paper.  Some  details  respecting  the  flowers 
which  occupy  BO  large  a  part  in  them  iruuld 
not  be  nnacceptable,  especially  if  accompanied 
by  an  explanation  of  the  symbolic  importance 
which   the   Japanese   appear  t«  attach    to 

Russian  LociLS. — Make  way  fortho  locals! 
There  are  several  of  them  waiting  to  be 
presented — some  newcomers,  hitherlo  totally 
unknown,  and  others  who  claim  precedence 
because  they  were  described  in  Tlte  Stamp- 
Colleclor'g  Magazine  in  1871.  Assenting  to 
the  request  of  these  latter,  let  ua  select  for 
introduction  the  sole  value  in  use  in 

Eomlelz  (Tchcmigoff).— Truly  not  a  very 
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stamp,  but  of  ackaowledged  merit 
neTertheleeB,  aince  it  has 
now  been  in  nse  some 
years.  M.  Moens  states 
that  it  ha«  been  used 
since  1807,  but  this  can 
hardly  be,  since  the  decree 
anthorising  the  emission  of 
local  stamps,  as  he  himself 
reinind.s  us  .  in  another 
plai'e,  is  dated  the  2i^nd  June,  18l3d,  and  in- 
formal iasaes  are  things  nnknowii  in  Russia, 
The  inscription  and  frame,  which  form  the 
whole  design  (jt  this  Kosoletz  stamp,  are 
printed  in  bronze  on  white  paper,  unperf. 

K7vi;>eei-.,<i,  or  Krapivna  (Tula).— The  arms 
on  this  stamp  are  not  easy  of  comprehension. 
The  Tchem  stamp,  which  comes  from  the 
same  government,  and  of  which  we  gave 
an  illustration  la.'it  month,  bears  two  wheat 
sheaves,  indicative 
ei-idently  of  the  fer- 
tility of  the  disti ' 


i  inclined 


to  believe  that  the 
leaves  on  the  Kro-. 
peevna  stamp  are 
those  of  some  staple 
of  the  country.  The 
horse-shoe  inscription  signifies  KiiorEEVNA 
HURAL  POST,  and  the  words  below  the  shield 
expree»^  the  vnlne.  Below  them  again  is 
the  abbreviation  no.,  followed,  on  the  spe- 
cimen whence  our  illustration  la  engraved, 
by  a  rotation  nnmbcr,  written  by  hand,  in 
black  ink.  From  this  it  is  evident  thiit 
the  circnlation  of  the  stamps  must  be 
very  limited.  The  impression  is  in  blue 
on  a  white  paper  bearing  a  quadrille  pat- 
tern. 

Kotdnich  (Viatka).— A  some- 
what imperfect  description  of  two 
Htampa  isHued  for  this  district  was 
given  in  our  1871  list.  M.  Moens 
has  obtained  specimens  of  both, 
and  also  of  two  others,  which  he 
believes  to  be  of  earlier  date.  We 
will  take  the  stamps  in  the  order 
in  which  he  describes  them:  — 

lit  Series. — Type  I. — Divided 
into  two  parts,  separated  by  a 
fancy  design,  the  right  containing 


an  inscribed  double  circle,  within  a  square ; — 
in  the  centre  3  kop.,  and  slanting  figure 
of  valne  in  each  angle ;  the  left  containing 
tlie  following  inscription  : — 

No. 

Year  18 . 

Month 

Bay 

Postmaster 
within  a  rectangle.  It  is  probable  that  only 
the  right  half  "was  attached,  to  the  letter,  the 
left  being  detached,  and  either  given  to  the 
sender  as  a  receipt,  or  kept  by  the  receiving 
post-ofBce.  This  first  type  was  intended 
for  letters  circulating  within  the  district, 
and  waa  printed  in   black   on   bluish   grey 

3  kop.  blnish  grey. 

Type  II.  — Same  arrangement  as   in  the 


s  abridged,  and 
r  fignrcs 


first  type.  The  inscripti"n  ii 
is  in  an  oblong  oval,  and  the 
are  upright.  The  entire  stamp  is  smaller, 
and  the  fancy  pattern  is  continued  uninter- 
ruptedly between  the  four  stamps  contained 
on  a  sheet,  whilst  in  the  first  type  this  pattern 
breaks  off  with  each  stamp.  Type  II.,  printed 
in  black  on  a  glazed  omnge- vermilion  paper, 
was  destined  for  letters  to  otikcr  dbtricti). 
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The  fonr  stampB  which  go  to  a  sheet, 
form  OS  m&nf  varieties,  distingnished  as 
fullowe  :— 

Var.   1. — The  figure    3    approochea    the 
OT&I,  and  under  the  value  are  8  balls, 
or  p^rls,  with  a  pointed   ornament 
(laace-head)  at  each  end. 
Var.  2. — Instead   of  8   balls   there   is  a 
small    square,    between    two    lance- 
heads  (see  oar  engraving). 
Var.    3. — Like    2,    but    the    lance-heada 
much  larger.     There  are  also  varinus 
differences  in  the  disposition  of  the 
legend,  and  the   words   3    KOP.  tiike 
an     npward    direction    towards    the 
right. 
Var.  4— The  words  3  KOP.    are  directed 
downwards,  and  the  luQce-heads  are 
separated  by  a  ball. 
2rtd  Scrie».— This   series  pngsessos 
only  one  single  type  (lithographed), 
which  is  here  represented,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  design  ia  an  improve- 
ment, in  itfi  way,  on  those  of  the  first 
series.     The   oval  does   not   fill    the 
oblong,  it  is  shaded,  a  dotted  ground 
is  added,  and  some  attempt  made  to 
render  the  comers  omnmental.     The 
central  figure  and  the  frame  are  in  black ; 
the  rest  of  the  design  ia  in  cotonr.     There 
are  two  stamps  of  the  same  facial  valoe — 
one  for  letters  in  the  issuing  district,  and 
the  other  for  letters  to  other  districts. 
3  kop.  blue  and  black. 

3     „  yellow  and  black. 

The  S  kop.  bluish  grey  (1st  series)  and  the 
3  kop.  yellow  (2nd  series)  are  not  gnmined ; 
the  3  kop.  orange-vermilion  (1st  series)  has 
the  right  half  gnmmed,  and  the  3  kop.  bine 
(2iid  series)  is  gnmmed  all  over. 

Rottoff  on  Dou  (Ekater. 
n  OS  la  V  ) . — Ano  ther  old-new 
stamp,  issued  on  the  7th 
May,  1871,  and  still  in  nse. 
The  design  is  a  very  modest 
one.     The  inscription  reads 

thus:   KDBiL   POSTAGE   ETAUP 
— FIYB      KOP. — BOSTOFI-      ON 

Km.       Printed     blue      on 
Botjorodtlc. — The  stamps  of  the  new  type, 


which  we  noticed  last  month,  are  farther 
distinguished  from  their  predecessors  by 
their  haTing  three  rows  of  balls,  instead  td 
the  four  balls  which  figure  in  the  old  type* 
at  the  bottom  of  the  oval.  The  new  stuapa 
are  also  a  millimetre  shorter  than  the  old, 
and  are  printed  on  thick  white  paper.- 

WDKTEMBUBn.^We  learn  from  La  GmeUt 
that  an  unperforated  stamp  of  the  old  ann«- 
in-relief  type  has  just  been  iHsned,— ^valoe 
70  krenzers,  violet,  printed  on  thick,  whit* 
paper,  and  intended  for  the  prepayment  rf 
letters  on  which  the  postage  amounts  to 
more  than  69  kreuzers,  and  we  presume 
(although  La  Vazeite  does  not  say  so) 
ttol  more  than  70  kreuzers;  some  better 
or  fuller  explanation  of  the  isane  of  thia 
stamp  is  needed.  That  it  partakes  of  u 
official   character  ia   evident  from  the  fact 


that  it  is  not  sold  to  the  public,  but  attached 
bj  the  postal  emjilmjit. 

La.  Gazette  notices  the  issue  of  a  neir 
9  kr.  stamp,  bistre,  line-pierced,  and  of  tie 
type  already  in  circulation.  The  2  kr. 
orunge-yellow,  referred  to  in  our  last,  bu 
made  its  appearance. 

Geruant. — The   annexed    engraving   re- 
presents the  stamp  impressed  in  brown  on 
the  new  German  cards.    The 
Pkilatelitt   doubts  the  gen-    B 
ninenesB  of  the  two  J-  gros-    2 
chon  envelopes  we  described    H 
last  month,  and  Le  Timbre    fi 
Foite  suggests  that  they  may    M 
be    issued    for    the    Royal    B 
Society  of  Invalids,  Berhn. 
As  yet  we  possess  no  positive  evidence  m  to 
the  character  of  these  envelopes,   bat  we 
believe  that  they  are  stomped  by  the  Genniin 
Posts  1  Administration  to  the  order  of  privsle 
individuals,  in  the  same  way  as  the  higher 
values  tf  English  envelopes  are  Btamptd  *' 
Somerset  House;  and  for  our  own  part  we 
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hare  no  doubt  of  their  being  perfectly 
^naiae. 

Bavaria. — The  12  kr.  is  no  longer  in  use. 
Since  the  lat  Jauoary  its  place  has  been 
occapied  by  a  10  kr.  yellow,  of  the  same 
type,  and  the  9  kreazer,  which  ha^)  been 
withdr&wn  from  circulation,  reappears  in 
reddish  brown.  Both  these  novelties  are' 
-watermarked  and  perforated  like  the  current 
stamps. 

Guatemala. — Pour  years  since,  some  pen- 
marked  stamps,  bearing  a  design  evidently 
copied  from  Hulot's  well- 
known  type,  made  their  ap- 
pearance, and  were  prompt- 
ly and  generally  condemned 
as  forgeries.  These  stamps 
now  reappear,  anthentically 
postmarked,  upon,  letters 
which  have  come  straight 
from  Ghiatemflla.  Of  their 
genuineness  there  appears  no  reason  to 
donbt;  it  is,  however,  very  possible  that 
they  may  be  fiscals.  They  bear  a  French  in- 
scription  TIMBBB     DR    GUATEMALA Safficicttt 

in  iteelf  to  justify  the  suspicion  which  they 
forme  rlyexcit«d,  and  which  gives  colonring  to 
the  hypothesis  that  the  stamps  are  a  revenue 
series.  The  4  reales,  of  which  we  give  an 
engraving,  is  copied  f roni  one  of  four  stamps 
which  were  taken  off  a  letter  by  M.  Moens, 
from  whose  jonmal  we  obtain  these  details : 
"Their  authenticity  being  attested,"  says 
M.  Moens,  "  we  requested  our  correspondent 
to  favour  us  with  a  sight  at  the  stamps  he 
had  communicated  in  1869,  and  which  we 
then  judged  to  be  false,  On  comparison,  we 
find  our  4  rls.  conforms,  in  all  respects,  to 
the  one  we  had  examined  four  years  ago, 
and  we  also  find  that  there  are  in  all  five 

1  real         brick. 

2  „  orange-jellow. 
4    „  blue. 

1  peso        green. 

2  „  rose,  pale. 

These  five  values  form  as  many  types ;  they 
differ  from  each  other  in  the  shape  of  the 
shield  and  the  groundwork.  They  are  all 
lithographed."  Not  only  the  inscription, 
but  also  the  high  valnce,  and  the  fact  that  on 
the  1  peso  green,  examined  by  U.  Moens, 


traces  of  a  signature  were  found,  point  to 
the  suppositiun  that  this  was,  at  any  rate, 
onginuly  a  revenue  series.  Of  the  five 
values  we  at  present  knciw  of,  only  one — the 
4  rls. — is  being  utilised  for  postal  purposes ; 
and  it  is  strange  that  it  should  be  so  utilised 
at  the  very  moment  when  another  4  reales  of 
the  new  type,  recently  engraved  by  us,  is 
issued. 

Mauritids. — ^We  cingratnhite  ourselves  on 
being  first  in  the  field  with  engravings  of  the 


new  and  handsome  Mauritius  envelopes,  uf 
which  the  forthconiing  emission  was  noticed 
in  our  last  volume.  These  finely  cut  stamps 
carry  their  origin  on  their  faces.  They  are 
engraved  by  De  La  Rue  &  Co.,  who  appear 
to  be  fast  monnpolising  the  manufacture  of 
postage  and  other  slamps  for  the  colonies. 
The  colours  of  these  two  new  values  arc  — 

Tonpence  mai-non. 

One-and-eightpcnce  blue. 

They  will  form  a  brilliant  addition  to  an 
already  brilliant  page. 

France. — To  the  list  of  embryonic  provi- 
sionals must  be  added  a  10  c.  bistre,  head  of 
liberty,  1848  type,  with  the  value  in  words, 
DIX  CENTIMES,  printed  in  black  across  the  face. 
Most  provisionals  are  formed  by  a  surcharge 
expressing  a  new  value,  but,  in  this  instance, 
the  surcharge  consists  of  a  repetition  of  the 
original  denomination.  The  solution  of  this 
riddle,  as  afforded  by  onr  Belgian  contempo- 
rary, is  very  simple.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
1871,  the  10  c.  bistre,  was  "out  of  work," 
having  been  superseded  by  the  15  c.  of  the 
same  colour,  and  New  Tear's  Day  was  at 
hand.  On  that  day  a  vast  number  of  visit- 
ing cards  are  sent  through  the  post  in 
France,  and  the  postage  of  the  same,  in  open 
envelopes,  is  10  centimes,  from  one  town  to 
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another.  For  want  of  a  10  c.  stamp  the 
senders  would  have  to  use  two  5  c.  stamps, 
and  just  at  that  moment  it  happened  that 
the  supply  of  the  5  c.  ran  short.  M.  Hulot, 
the  post-office  magician,  was  applied  to,  and 
in  a  short  time  he  turned  out  three  millions 
of  10  c,  surcharged  as  above  mentioned, 
but  they  were  never  used,  because  he  was  also 
able  to  get  ready  a  sufficient  number  of  5  c. 
The  reason  for  surcharging  the  10  c.  with  its 
own  value  was  to  guard  against  the  confusion 
which  would  have  arisen  from  its  employment 
contemporaneously  with  the  15  c,  and  the 
deception  which  might  have  been  practised 
on  the  postal  officials. 


RAMBLES  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 

BY  QUELQU*UN. 
II. 

"There  ia  now  coming  on  a  mania  for  collecting 
everything  that  looks  like  a  stamp,  no  matter  how 
prepoflteruus  or  absurd  in  idea  or  nature.  The  present 
mania  is  commencing  wiih  bung-IabeU  and  phasic  stamps, 
and  will  finish  with  reel-tops  and  the  lunatic  asylum." 
2'he  Philatelical  Journal^  p.  185. 


In  our  former  ramble  we  endeavoured  to 
show  the  fallacy  of  a  collector  ever  imagining 
that  he  can  arrive  at  anything  approaching  to 
completeness  in  making  a  collection  of  fiscal 
stamps ;  for  the  nature  of  the  stamps  them- 
selves renders  it  an  impossibility.  Such 
a  collection  would  have  no  cohesion,  but  at 
the  very  best  it  must  be  a  gathering  together 
of  sparse  and  scattered  specimens  of  die- 
sinking  and  engraving,  which  may  be  found 
in  a  thousand  objects  more  worthy  of  col- 
lection. We  also  suggested,  that  as  our 
continental  friends  had  stated  certain  defi- 
nitions, to  include  the  collection  of  fiscals, 
thsy  could  scarcely,  under  the  terms  of  their 
definitions,  exclude  the  collection  of  railway 
tickets,  which  in  our  own  opinion  would  be 
more  instructive  and  interesting  than  the  col- 
lection of  many  kinds  of  fiscals. 

If  we  did  not  fatigue  our  readers  in  our 
last  ramble,  we  ^-ill  now  ask  them  to  accom- 
pany us  again  in  one  amongst  a  class  of 
stamps  which  we  said  were  of  a  hybrid  nature, 
neither  fish,  flesh,  nor  fowl,  and  which,  if 
tested  by  the  definition  of  a  fiscal  stamp,  a« 
given  by  the  writer  of  the  articles  in  the 


Gazette  des  Timbres ^  can  scarcely  be  regarded 
as  fiscal.  In  this  case,  the  impost  is  appUed 
to  the  thing  manufactured,  and  before  it  is 
sold  the  payment  of  the  duty  must  be  denoted 
by  a  stamp  being  affixed  to  it,  purchased 
from  the  government,  or  some  one  repre- 
senting the  government.  In  England,  these 
'stamps  are  of  two  lands  only — the  st^nps 
on  patent  medicines  and  on  playing  cards. 
In  the  United  States,  which  is  so  prolific  in 
stamps — and  where  they  seem  like  truffles, 
that  only  want  hunting  for  to  be  found — onr 
readers  will  not  be  very  much  surprised  to 
hear  that  the  field  is  larger,  and  is  capable 
also  of  almost  indefinite  extension—  a  source, 
no  doubt,  of  great  consolation  to  amateurs  of 
such  like  st^ps. 

We  know — or,  perhaps,  some  of  us  do  not 
know,  but,  at  any  rate,  our  fathers  did — bow 
that  during  the  times  of  the  war  with  France, 
the  stamps  and  taxes  were  a  very  unpleasant, 
but  by  no  means  a  singular,  concomitant  of 
our  dogged  resolution  to  overthrow  Napoleon. 
Many  modes  of  tooth-drawing,  more  or  less 
painful,  were  invented  by  the  chancellors  of 
the  exchequer  of  those  days.  Matches, 
fortunately,  only  then  existed  as  sHps  of 
wood  dipped  in  brimstone,  and  were  fre- 
quently manufectured  at  home,  or  for  a 
certainty  a  more  succeFsful  raid  would  have 
been  made  upon  them  then  than  that  at- 
tempted by  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exclioquer;  but  the  stamp  duty  on  patent 
medicines  remains  as  it  was  when  imposed  in 
1810 ;  that  on  playing  cards,  which  is  of  more 
ancient  date,  has  been  modified  recently. 

The  secession  war  in  America,  like  all 
civil  wars,  was  an  expensive  thing  of  its 
kind.  Our  transatlantic  cousins,  however, 
set  themselves  to  work  with  a  will  to  find 
means,  not  only  for  paying  the  interest  of  its 
cost,  but  the  principal  also;  and  for  this 
purpose  every  conceivable  thing  that  could 
be  taxed  was  ordained  to  contribnte  its 
quota.  Stamp  duties  furnish  no  inconsider- 
able portion  of  this.  Some,  it  is  true,  existed 
prior  to  the  war,  but  the  greater  part  were 
called  into  existence  by  the  necessities  created 
by  it.  Some  were  borrowed  from  English 
precedents,  while  others  are  due  to  the  fertile 
genius  and  inventive  brains  of  the  Americans 
themselves.    We  need  sob  reel  v  sav  thiit  there 
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are  daties  on  dealings  with  property,  both 
real  and  personal,  that  ^»re  collected  by 
stamps  impressed  and  adhesive.  There  are 
also  daties  on  other  articles,  snch  as  tobacco, 
snuff,  beer,  &c.,  where  the  duties  are  also 
collected  by  stamps.  The  stamps  on  tobacco 
are  very  similar  to  those  formerly  nsed  in 
England  for  the  collection  of  the  dnty  on 
paper,  and  affixed  to  each  ream  of  paper 
liable  to  the  payment  of  duty.  These  stamps 
were  issned  and  signed  by  the  officers  of 
excise  in  the  same  way  as  the  tobacco  stamps 
in  the  United  States.  Surely,  then,  if  to- 
bacco stamps  are  collected,  the  same  favour 
should  be  extended  to  their  pioneer — the 
English  paper-duty  stamps.  The  duty  on 
beer  in  England,  when  it  existed,  was  collected 
in  the  same  way  as  the  duties  on  home-made 
spirits ;  but  in  the  United  States  it  is  collected 
by  means  of  a  stamp  placed  over  the  bung  of 
the  barrel,  the  removal  of  which  from  it  when 
fall  is  felony.  "  Bung  labels  *'  may  therefore 
be  considered  as  being  the  exclusive  invention 
of  the  treasury  tooth-drawers  of  the  United 
States. 

But  besides  the  above,  there  is  a  class  of 
stamps  called  proprietary  stamps,  which 
form  the  subject  of  a  recent  article  in  the 
Qazelte  des  Timbres,  by  Dr.  Magnus,  who 
earnestly  advocates  their  collection.  It  ap- 
peals from  this,  that  in  the  United  States 
the  manufacturers  of  matches,  of  perfumery, 
and  various  other  articles,  as  also  the  owner 
of  any  patent  medicine,  may,  on  paying  a 
certain  sum  for  the  cost  of  engraving  into  the 
hands  of  the  government,  have  a  stamp  pre- 
pared and  printed  according  to  any  design  he 
may  furnish ;  so  that,  not  only  is  the  number  of 
these  stamps  legion,  and  may  be  indefinitely 
increased,  but  they  may  be,  and  are,  employed 
as  an  advertisement  for  the  parties  using 
them,  and  in  the  case  of  patent  medicines 
arc  sometimes  degraded  into  a  puff  of  all  sorts 
of  quackery,  the  crop  of  which  is  quite  as 
plentiful  in  the  United  States  as  elsewhere. 

The  learned  doctor,  after  a  rapid  glance 
at  the  stamps  on  playing  cards  and  matches, 
which  we  purpose  noticing  hereafter,  dives, 
oni  amorp,  into  those  on  patent  medicines, 
winding  up  his  description  with  the  enthusi- 
astic exclamation:  "It  is  impossible  to  imagine 
the  interest  attaching  to  the  search  after  these 


stamps ;  and  their  incontestable  fiscal  char- 
acter justifies  the  collection  of  them." 

The  article  is  illustrated  by  a  representa- 
tion of  an  elaborate  engraving  intended  to 
figure  on  the  bottles  of  "  F.  Brown's  Essence 
of  Jamaica  Ginger,''  and  of  another  equally 
elaborate  engraving,  to  be  applied  to  the 
boxes  of  **Dr.  Herrick's  Sugar-coated  Pills," 
with  a  portrait  of,  we  suppose.  Dr.  Herrick 
in  the  centre.  Each  of  the  stamps  also 
bears  minute  directions  as  to  the  doses  to  be 
given,  and  in  the  case  of  the  ginger  they  are 
directed  to  be  administered  in  sugar  and 
water.  A  third  representation  is  that  of  a 
stamp  on  which  is  the  knave  of  clubs ;  but 
this  has  evidently  found  its  way  amongst 
the  "doctor's  stuff"  stamps  by  mistake,  and 
belongs  to  the  stamps  on  playing  cards.  On 
the  two  stamps  first  mentioned  an  inscrip- 
tion tells  us  the  amount  of  duty  chargeable, 
but  this  is  quite  subservient  to  the  rest  of 
the  design.  On  the  whole,  they  are  fair 
specimens  of  the  genus,  and,  without  enume- 
rating others  which  have  fallen  under  our 
own  notice,  are,  we  think,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
our  readers  of  the  absurdity  of  collecting 
bottle  and  pill-box  labels,  and  sach  like 
advertising  puffs,  under  the  guise  of  stamps. 

This  stamp  duty  on  patent  medicines  was 
no  doubt  borrowed  from  England,  where  it 
has  been  imposed  for  the  last  sixty  years. 
The  language  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  (52 
Geo.  III.,  c.  150)  is  so  very  terse,  that  we 
can  confidently  reconmiend  it  as  a  model  to 
the  countries  of  codes.  The  Act,  after 
enumerating  a  number  of  articles  subjected 
to  the  duties,  proceeds  : — 

And  al8o  all  other  Pills,  Powders,  Lozenges,  Tinetiires, 
Potions,  Cordials,  Electuaries.  Plaisters,  Unguents,  Salves, 
Oiutments,  Drops,  Lotions,  Oils,  Spirits,  Medicated  Hcrba 
and  Waters,  Chemical  and  Officinal  Preparations,  what- 
soever, t4)  he  used  or  applied  externally  or  internally  as 
Medicines  or  Medicants  for  the  Prevention,  Cure,  or 
Relief  of  any  Disorder  or  Complaint  incident  to,  or  in 
anywise  affecting  the  Human  Body,  made,  prepared, 
uttered,  vended  or  exposed  to  sale  by  any  Person  or 
Persons  whatsoever,  wherein  the  Person,  making,  pre- 

{)aring,  uttering,  vending  or  exposing  to  sale  the  same, 
lath  or  claims  to  have  any  occult  Secret  or  Art  for  the 
making  or  preparing  the  same,  or  hath  or  claims  to  have 
any  exclusive  Right  or  Title  to  the  making  or  preparing 
the  same,  or  whicn  have  at  any  time  heretofore  been,  now 
are,  or  shall  hereafter  be  prepared,  uttered,  vended, 
or  exposed  to  sale  under  the  authority  of  any  Letters 
Patent  under  the  Great  Seal,  or  which  nave  at  any  time 
heretofoni  been,  now  are,  or  shall  hereafter  be  by  any 
Public  Notice  or  Advertisement,  or  by  any  written  or 
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Printed  Papers  or  Handbills,  or  by  any  Label  or  Words 
written  or  printed,  affixed  to  or  delivered  with  any  Packet, 
Box,  Bottle,  Phutl,  or  other  inclosure  containing  the 
same,  held  out  or  recommended  to  the  Public  by-  the 
Makers,  Vendors,  or  Proprietors  thereof,  as  Nostrums,  or 
Proprietary  Medicines,  or  as  Specifics,  or  as  beneficial  to 
the  Prevention,  Cure,  or  Relief  of  anj  Distemper,  Malady, 
Ailment,  Disorder,  or  Complaint  incidimt  to  or  in  anywise 
affecting  the  Human  Body. 

The  dnties  levied  by  the  Act  are  as  follows : — 

£     $,     d. 

On  articles  to  the  value  of  Is 0  0  1^ 

From  Is.       to  2s.  6d 0  0  3 

„     2s.6d.  „   4s.... .« 0  0  6 

„     49.        „10s 0  1  0 

„  10s.       „20s 0  2  0 

„  208.        „dOs 0  3  0 

,,308.       „50s 0  10  0 

„  508.  upwards  ................  1  0  0 

Stamped  labels  of  the  above  values  are  issued  by  the 
stamp-office,  to  be  fixed  on  the  article,  so  that  the  contents 
cannot  be  removed  without  teartpg  the  Stamp.  The 
penalty  in  all  cases  is  £10. 

The  stamps  themselves  are  nniform  in 
design,  and  this  is  of  a  most  nnpretentions 
nature ;  they  are  printed  in  red  and  black, 
after  the  mode  of  Mr.  Whiting,  and  do  not 
display  that  pleasing  variety  so  remarkable 
in  the  physic  stamps  of  the  United  States, 
in  which  also  the  puff  forms  a  part  of  the 
stamp.  Whether  the  design  now  in  use  is 
the  same  as  that  employed  in  1810,  when  the 
dnties  were  first  imposed,  or  whether  there 

'  may  be  one  or  more  obsolete  series,  we  are 
nnable  to  say ;  but  the  actual  type  has  been  in 
use,  to  our  own  recollection,  for  forty  years, 

.  where  it  is  mixed  up  with  certain  reminis- 
cences of  boxes  of  *'  Shepherd's  Black  Currant 
Lozenges,"  cheaply  purchased  at  the  expense 
of  a  sore  throat;  though  our  memory  faQs 
us  when  we  try  to  carry  it  further  back  to  a 
certain  "  Soothing  Syrup,"  highly  recom- 
mended to  arrest  infantine  attempts  at 
producing  undue  development  of  the  lungs. 
If,  then,  the  physic  stamps  of  the  United 
States  are  to  be  collected,  on  what  ground, 
we  ask,  are  the  English  physic  stamps,  the 
distinguished  ancestors  of  the  whole  tribe 
of  physic  stamps  and  adhesives,  to  be 
ignored? 

We  have  said  that  the  physic  stamps  of 
the  United  States  can  be  indefinitely  multi- 
plied. In  fact,  each  collector  might,  on 
paying  the  necessary  expense,  have  a  s^mp 
I)eculiar  to  himself.  Further  than  this,  any 
person  desirous  of  advertising  or  pufling. 


can  do  it  under  the  guise  of  a  stamp. 
Suppose  any  AuKrican  Dr.  Squeers  were 
desirous  of  advertising  his  establishment,  he 
has  only  to  take  Mrs.  Squeers's  celebrated 
prescription, 

3.      Sulph:  flor:    Ji^* 
Theriacsa  Jiv, 

Fiat  electuarium.  Cochl :  magnum  j  omne  die  mane 
Bumend : 

and  set  forth  the  preparation  as  a  special 
cure  for  external  and  internal  irritation  in 
young  people ;  and  he  can  ornament  the  pots 
with  a  stamp  of  any  design  he  pleases, 
including  one  of  Dotheboy's  Hall  itself,  lie 
whole  served  up  with  a  puff  of  any  amplitude. 
Fellow-rambler,  do  you  not  feel  sick  of 
physic?  Our  advice,  offered  gratis,  is  not 
to  touch  ite  stamps,  but  to  leave  them  to  Uie 
doctors  and  the  druggists. 

THE  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY, 
LONDON. 

On  Saturday,  the  Ist  ultimo,  a  general 
meeting  was  held  at  Dr.  Viner's,  34,  Denbij^ 
Street,  in  accordance  with  an  official  notioe 
to  all  existing  members,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  arrangements  for  remodelling  this 
society.  It  was  proposed  by  the  president, 
Sir  Daniel  Cooper,  Bart.,  and  resolved 
unanimously,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
inconvenience  of  corresponding  with  foreign 
and  country  members  without  employing 
the  services  of  a  paid  secretory,  which 
would  enteil  too  great  an  expense,  the 
society  be  dissolved,  and  reconstituted.  It 
was  therefore  settled,  that  the  balance  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  the  acting  honorary 
secretary  he  expended  in  purchasing  sets  of 
certain  newly-issued  stamps  for  presentation 
to  retiring  members,  according  to  the  amount 
of  their  paid  subscriptions,  but  that  the 
meetings  should  continue  to  be  held  at  the 
above  address,  about  once  a  month,  of  which 
due  notice  should  be  given  in  the  magazines, 
at  which  all  philateliste  would  be  welcome 
to  attend,  without  the  pajrment  of  any  sub- 
scription, for  the  comparison  of  specimms, 
and  for  other  objects  of  philatelic  interest 

To  the  said  meeting,  the  attending  mem- 
bers brought  their  collections  of  English 
stomps ;  the  president  exhibiting  some  choice 
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proofs  of  hitherto  inedited  Mnlready  yarie- 
tieB.  Dr.  Viner  showed  upwards  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  varieties  of  the  envelopes, 
wrappers,  and  post  cards  of  Great  Britain. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  society  under  its 
new  aspect  took  place  on  the  22nd  ultimo, 
when  the  emissions  of  Egypt  and  of  Western 
and  Southern  Africa  \vere  exhibited.  The 
next  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  the  15th  of 
this  month,  at  2*30,  to  which  any  philatelist 
is  invited  to  be  present.  The  stamps  of 
India,  Cashmere,  the  Deccan,  and  the  Mau- 
ritius to  be  shown. 
— >  * 

REVIEWS  OP  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Oppen's  Postage- Stamp  Alhum  and  Catalogue, 
Seventeenth  Edition.  Edited  by  Dr.  Viner. 
London:  W.  Stevens. 

This  old-established  favourittt^ain  calls  for 
notice.  Less  than  seven  years  ago  the  editor- 
ship of  the  volume  passed  into  the  care  of 
Dr.  Viner,  and  since  then  ten  editions  have 
been  issued — a  fact  which  tells  its  own  tale 
as  to  the  sterling  worth  of  the  book.  It  is 
almost  superfluous  to  say  that  the  edition 
before  us  is  carefully  brought  up  to  the  time 
of  going  to  press.  Spaces  are  provided  in 
the  album  for  all  the  most  recent  emissions, 
including  Iceland,  Cura^oa,  Surinam,  Por- 
tuguese Indies,  &c. ;  and  in  the  catalogue 
Such  novelties  as  the  new  Roumanian  set, 
the  2|  gr.  and  9  kr.  German  Empire,  and  the 
one  franc  Luxembourg,  find  place.  After 
careful  scrutiny  we  fafl  to  discover  a  single 
flaw  in  the  album,  and  the  ample  space 
allotted  to  each  country,  will,  for  some  time 
to  come,  secure  those  who  may  patronise  it 
against  the  annoyance  so  often  experienced 
of  not  having  room  for  future  issues.  On 
turning  to  the  catalogue  we  notice  a  few 
points  which  we  would  suggest  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  editor  against  he  is  called 
on  to  prepare  the  eighteenth  edition. 

(i.)  The  conaittent  recognition  or  rejection  of  minor 
varieties. — At  present  perforation  is  only  occasionally 
noticed,  #.^.,  Danubian  Principalities,  Heligoland,  &c. 
Sometimea,  as  in  the  current  French,  no  distinction  is 
made  between  lithographed  and  engraved  stampa,  while 
under  Hungary  we  find  both  kinds  described.  Under 
Mecklenburg  l^chweriu  only  one  set  of  envelopes  is  men* 
tioned,  while  Wurtemburg  is  duly  credited  with  two  sets, 
differing  only  in  the  size  of  their  inscriptions. 

(ii.)   The  abolition  of  *'  vermin^**  such  as  British  (except 


Keble  College),  Dresden,  Leitmeritz,  and  United  States 
locals  known  to  be  false,  from  the  list. 

(iii.)  ThefoUowingareomt^^^tf ;  Sardinia  early  covers, 
two  sets.  Guadalajara,  medio  real.  Montevideo,  "dili- 
gencia"  set  and  provisional  set.  New  Granada,  1867,25  c. 
black  on  grey. 

(iv.)  Addenda  and  corriaenda, — The  Swiss  Kayons  lind 
Poste  Locale  2*  have  only  one  of  their  numljer,  viz., 
Rayon  III.,  with  value  in  cents  as  well  as  in  rappen. 
The  50  kr.  and  50  sol.  Austrian  envelopes,  Antioquia  25  c. 
Tolima  (oblong)  20  c,  are  all  creations  of  the  editorial 
brain.  Of  Austria  adhesive,  1867)  25  kr.,  there  are  two 
distinct  colours.  Danubian  Principalities,  1865,  ^  paras, 
is  found  in  pink  and  carmine.  The  Portuguese  Indiies, 
100  r.,  is  found  in  yellow-^en  and  dark  sap-greep. 
The  Bussitfn  local  for  Louga  is  an  adhesive,  not  an  enve- 
lope. The  British  Guiana  ** newspaper"  should  \)% 
"provisional." 

In  conclusion,  we  have  only  to  add  that 
the  paper,  printing,  and  binding  being  of  the 
best,  the  result  is  a  very  handsome  volume. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

New  Granada. — M.  Hoens  considers  the  ftrequent 
iffiues  which  take  pUce  as  the  indirect  consequence  of 
the  frequent  changes  which  are  made  in  the  staff  of  the 
Colombian  post-office — changes  which,  combined  with  the 
irregularity  of  delivery  and  the  general  disorder  in  that 
department,  have  pretty  nearly  destroved  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in'its  efficiency. — The  Philatelist, 

Pkbsidext  .Grant  and  the  Portaob  Stamps. — 
Some  time  ago  two  youths  of  Bern  addressed  a  letter  to 
President  Grant,  asking  him  to  aid  them  in  gathering  a 
collection  of  American  postage  stamps.  A  few  days  ago 
the  said  youths  unexpectedly  received,  through  the 
American  envoy  at  Berne,  a  fine  assortment  of  United 
States  stamps,  accompanied  by  a  letter,  in  which  the  Pre- 
sident  said  that  his  manv  duties  had  prevented  him  under- 
taking  the  collection  himself,  and  that  therefore  his 
youngest  son  had  taken  the  matte*  in  hand. — Swiss  Times, 

United  STAf  fs  Postal  Cards.— Wo  are  told  by  The 
New  York  Herald,  that  letters  are  daily  being  received 
at  the  Post  Office  Department,  asking  when  the  postal 
cards  will  be  ready.  New  York  merchants  have  made 
application  for  over  two  millions,  which  are  to  be  used 
as  advertising  cards.  Firms  in  Boston,  Providence^  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  and,  in  fact, 
all  the  large  cities,  have  similar  requests  filed ;  and  it  is 
believed  that  at  least  one  half  the  first  lot  ^fifty  millions) 
will  be  immediately  disposed  of  to  corporations  and  busi- 
ness houses,  to  be  used  as  a  cheap  means  of  advertising. 

Novel  Use  of  Gummed  Paper. — **  We  were  aware," 
says  The  Echo  du  Norde,  **  that  the  gummed  paper  bor- 
dering postage  stamp  sheets  might  be  used  in  numberless 
ways,  out  we  were  ignorant  of  that  mentioned  bv  M. 
Paul  Aauarone,  of  Toulon,  an  ardent  amateur  of  birds. 
It  is  well  to  make  it  known,  for  it  mav  prove  of  neat  ser- 
vice at  the  hatching  season  to  breeders  of  poultry,  &c. 
*  Whenever  I  meet  with  a  cracked  egg,'  says  M.  Aqua- 
rone,  *and  find  its  shell-membrane  intact,  I  stick  over 
th6  crack  a  small  strip  of  paper  cut  from  the  margin  of  a 
sheet  of  postage  stamps,  and  I  put  my  e%^  away  for  incu- 
bation. Every  ^%  thus  patcued  up  succeeds  with  me 
eight  times  out  of  ten.  As  much  care  as  possible  must, 
however,  be  taken  to  employ  paper  of  the  same  colour  as 
the  egg,  which  is  not  a  very  difficult  matter,  considering 
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the  numerous  colours  afforded  bj*  the  varipus  values  of 
postage  stamps.  Without  this  precaution*  the  hen-bird, 
should  the  difference  of  shade  be  too  marked,  tries  to  re* 
move  the  paper,  when  she  generally  breaks  the  egg.*  ** 

CoRMESPONDENCE  BY  News*papkr.— The  storv  of  the 
▼oung  Irish  girl  who  managed  to  obtain  news  of  ner Jover 
by  means  of  unpaid  letters,  which  she  never  took  in,  has 
passed  into  history.*  A  friend  of  ours  has  recounted  to  us 
an  equally  ingenious  and  amusing,  though,  in  strictness, 
u  less  iuslifiable  method,  which  he  once  employed  in  order 
to  exchange  communications  at  lower  rates  than  those  au- 
thorised by  the  post-office.  When  quite  a  young  man, 
some  eighteen  or  twenly  years  ago,  he  was  in  the  United 
Htates,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  corresponding  with  a  voung 
lady  in  the  old  country.  At  that  time,  be  it  rememWred, 
the  postage  between  the  two  countries  was  a  shilling  per 
halfounce  letter.  Whenever  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
object  of  his  affections,  he  acknowledged  receipt  of  it  by 
sending  a  newspaper.  He  prepaid  the  postage  thereon  by 
means  of  two  stamps,  of  low  value,  and  wrote  a  brief  re- 
ply, in  a  microscopic  hand,  across  the  space  which  the  two 
stamps  were  intended  to  cover.  He  assures  us  that  with 
care  lie  used  to  get  a  great  deal  into  that  space,  and  this 
we  quite  believe.  When  the  newspa'per  reached  its  desti- 
nation the  young  lady  had  only  to  get  off  the  stamps  by 
moistening  the  back  of  the  sheet,  and  the  eagerly  awaited 
epistle  was  exposed  to  view.  Needless  to  add  that  the 
fair  recipient,  when  she  received  a  letter  from  the  United 
States,  acknowledged  it  in  the  same  manner.  We  might 
have  felt  some  qualms  at  initiating  the  public  into  this 
clever  invention,  but  the  postage  to  and  from  all  civjlized 
countries  is  now  so  low  that  such  a  practice  as  the  one 
above  described  would  hardly  pay  for  the  trouble. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

DATE  OF  ISSUE  OF  THE  THIRD  PARMESAN 

SERIES. 

To  the  Editor  o/*"The  Stamp-Collectoh's  Magazine.*' 

Sir,— I  notice  that  Dr.  Gray,  in  the  fifth  edition  of 
his  valuable  catalogue,  gives  the  date  of  the  Parma, 
fleur-de-lis  in  oval,  inscribed  duc  ui  parmv  piac.  ecc  , 
as  1858.  I  have  a  specimen  of  the  2o  o.  brown  of  this 
isjue,  postmarked  pauxa,  12  Nov.,  '57. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 
Wimhe»ter,  H.  St.  C.  F. 

[The  25  c.  and  40  c.  were,  we  believe,  issued  in  Janu- 
ary, 1857,  and  the  15  c  in  the  November  following.— Ed.] 

THE  QUESTIONABLE  ECUADOR  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  of'*'  The  Stamp-Collectoe's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sib,— I  must  confess  I  look  upon  the  new 
Ecuador  stamps  with  great  suspicion.  By  comparing  the 
\  real  and  I  peso  with  the  Haitian  impostor,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  similaritv  of  design  is  very  great,  particu- 
larly in  the  \  real;  their  perforation,  9^ao  (II),  is  the 
same  as  that  of  a  specimen  of  the  above-mentioned  im- 
postor which  I  have  by  me.  The  I  real,  however,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  genuine;  (I.)  From  its  difference 
in  design  ;  (2.)  Because  it  appeared  by  itself,  and  not  in 
company  of  the  other  two  values.  If  this  be  true,  what 
more  likely  than  that  the  forgers,  having  heard  of  the 
emission  of  a  I  real  stamp,  but  being  ignorant  of  its  de- 
sign, should  forthwith  proceed  to  forge  two  other  values, 
and  by  ingeniously  setting  them  afloat  at  the  same  time 
&s  the  genuine  stamps  appeared,  attempt  to  entice  the 


philatelic  public  into  accepting  them  as  genuine.    Trust- 
ing this  may  be  of  some  use, 

I  remain, 

YoiiTs  truly, 

VERITAS. 
Darlington, 

NEW  GRANADA  "SOBRE-PORTE:'  1868  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  *^Tttz  Stahp-Collbctor's  MAOAznrs.'' 

Dear  Sir,— We  are  all  familiar  with  the  unsullied 
faces  of  the  above  stamps,  on  which,  with  your  permis- 
sion, I  wish-to  make  a  few  remarks.  Fm-  many  ytan  I 
have  had  correspondents  in  the  rejpublic  who  have  sent 
me  over  many  hundreds  of  stamps  or  all  issues  and  values, 
but,  strange  to  relate,  not  one  of  the  reputed  1868  **Sobre- 
Porte"  bH  has  ever  been  amongst  them.  Tet,  more  lar- 
prising,  I  have  never  been  able  to  buy  them  at  Bogota, 
though,  perhaps,  1  may  have  always  hit  on  dates  when 
they  were  out  of  stock.  Most  surprising  of  all,  my  oorres- 
pondents,  two  of  whom  are  intelligent  collectors,  pra/eM 
entire  ignorance  of  the  set.  Now,  »r,  how  are  these 
things  to  be  accounted  for  ?  Are  my  friends,  think  yon, 
hoaxing  me  ?  Have  they  any  plot  to  make  a  used  stamp 
of  this  series  as  rare,  say ,  as  a  green  Bolivar  ?     Do  help  me. 

Meanwhile  let  me  call  your  attention  to  a  little  matter 
based  on  the  copit*  which,  through  another  channel,  I 
have  obtained.  We  all  know  that  tlie  lowest  portion  of 
the  shield  c>)ntaining  the  Colombian  arms  is  occupied  by 
an  isthmus,  with  a  ship  on  each  side.  This  is  clear  on 
many  stamps,  and  visible  to  an  instructed  eye  on  all,  even 
when  the  impression  is  from  a  venr  worn  stone. 

But  now  turn  to  your  copies  of'^the  **rare'*  set  under 
discussion.  In  the  first  place,  you  have  not  lithographs 
but  woodcuts.  Next,  not  impressions  from  worn  hlocks, 
but  prints  as  clear  as  they  conceivably  can  be.  Further, 
note  the  place  of  our  friend,  the  isthmus,  and  its  attendant 
ships — wnat  hat  happened  ?  Verily,  to  a  tyro  eye,  tboagb 
of  course  not  to  yours,  is  presented,  a  shapeless  something 
not  more  definitely  to  be  aescribed,  as  though  the  encrsTer 
had  never  understood  the  arms  he  was  engaged  to  depict. 
This  same  oonolusion  is  also  further  strengthened  bv  an 
examination  of  the  topmost  division  of  the  shield.  Tnere 
we  ought  to  find  two  comucopisc,  with  a  poooepanate  (?) 
between  them.  But  what  do  we  findr  Why  plenty 
of  horns,  rather  than  horns  of  plenty  I  Again,  sir,  I  ap> 
peal  to  you — you  who  have  warned  unwary  ^ulls  afore- 
time—to say  to  what  all  this  points.  English  dealers, 
in  my  experience,  do  not  sell  these  stamps:  my  copies 
came  from  Brussels  long  years  ago,  as,  may  be,  yours  did 
too  ;  so  if  you  have  any  curiosity  about  their  parentage,  I 
hope  you  will  allow  me,  througn  your  columns,  to  appetl 
to  their  introducer  to  give  an  account  of  his  protigk. 

xoura  humbly, 

ANTI-HUMBUO. 

P.S. — A  friend  suggests  a  solution  worth  nottdnf : 
''Probably  they  are  not  Colombian  stamps  at  all,  but 
Moreenetuina  "  ! 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

R.  F.,  Liverpool. — The  Sardinian  issue  of  1864-5  bit 
the  king's  profile  on  a  white  oval,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
stamp  is  in  colour,  inscriptions  included. 

V.  C,  London.— The  Guatemala  stamps  you  dcwribe 
are  well  known,  and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  about 
their  gentiineness.  It  is  respecting  two  new  values  tbsl 
discussion  has  arisen,  became  they  differed  so  widely  from 
the  authentic  type. 
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RAMBLES  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 

BY  QUELQU'UN. 
III. 

In  onr  last  ramble  we  pointed  out  that  the 
stamp  dnties  on  physic  were  not  an  American 
invention,  but  had  existed  in  England  for 
many  years.  In  fact,  the  label  issued  by 
the  stamp-office  is,  we  believe,  the  earliest 
adhesive  stamp  ever  issued  in  England  and 
sold  to  the  public  for  revenue  purposes.  We 
also  endeavoured  to  show  the  puerility  of  col- 
lecting such  stamps,  especially  the  American 
ones,  which  latter  were  practically  inex- 
haustible, as  they  could  be  manufactured  to 
anyone's  order,  to  anyone's  taste,  and  to 
cover  even  such  prescriptions  as  that  of  Mrs. 
Squeers ;  or  even  for  no  earthly  purpose 
whatever,  except  to  minister  to  the  vanity  of 
the  proprietors,  by  a  display  of  their  portraits, 
or  to  provide  for  the  yearnings  of  collectors.* 
We  will  now  see  how  the  second  of  that 
species  of  stamp,  which  is  applied  to  the 
article  taxed  prior  to  its  sale,  is  worthy  of 
collection, — we  mean  the  stamps  on  playing 
cards. 

Dr.  Magnus  tells  us  that  the  stamp  duty 
on  playing  cards  in  the  States  is  five  cents 
on  each  pack;  and  he  gives  a  list  of  the 
stamps  as  follows  : — 

1  cent  red. 

2  „  blue  and  orange. 

3  „  green. 

4  „  violet. 

5  „  red. 

This  majj  be  all  right,  and  we  do  not 
dispute  it,  for  we  have  no  data  wherewith  to 
do  so.  Our  business  is  not  with  the  Ameri- 
can stamps,  but  with  the  English.  We  will 
only  remark  that  we  have  never  seen  card 
stamps  of  1  cent,  2  cents,  or  3  cents.  We 
have  seen  an  old  copy  of  4  cents  in  black,  and 
copies  of  5  cents  in  blue,  green,  and  black, 
as  also  a  10  cents  in  blue ;  we  think,  there- 
fore, that  there  is  no  colour  specially  set 
apart  for  the  different  values,  but  that  this 
is  left  to  the  fancy  of  the  person  who  orders 

•  Since  our  last  ramble,  we  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  looking  over  a  large  collection  of  physic  ttatnps. 
Were  we  to  judge  from  them  we  should  say  that  wind 
•nd  worms  were  very  prevalent  in  the  States,  and  that 
there  waa  a  pretty  considerable  call  for  bitters. 
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them    from  the    government    "  bureau    of 
engraving  and  printing." 

Now  the  duties  on  playing  cards  are  far 
from  being  an  American  invention,  any  more 
than  those  upon  patent  medicines.  The 
existence  of  a  duty  on  playing  cards  in 
England,  dates  from  rather  a  remote  period. 
It  certainly  existed  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Anne ;  and  if  the  duties  were  then  taken  by 
stamps,  probably  a  specimen  would  be  far 
more  difficult  to  obtain  than  some  other 
rarities  of  that  reign,  the  search  after  which 
drives  numismatists  half  crazy.  But  for 
our  purpose  it  will,  we  think,  be  superfluous 
to  go  back  beyond  our  own  recollections. 
Within  them  we  can  find  field  enough  and  to 
spare  even  to  satisfy  such  of  our  continental 
friends  as  are  hungry  after  such  things,  and 
therefore  we  shall  start  from  the  law  as  it 
existed  previously  to  1862,  when  the  duties 
established  in  1828  by  the  Act  9  Gao.  III., 
c.  18,  were  altered. 

By  the  Act  passed  in  1828,  a  duty  of  one 
shilling  was  imposed  on  every  pack  of  cards. 
The  4th  section  of  the  Act  provided  that 
this  duty  should  bo  denoted  on  the  ace  of 
spades,  which  was  constituted  the  stamp. 
Each  manufacturer  supplied  his  own  plates  to 
the  stamp-office,  each  plate  containing  twenty 
aces  of  spades,  of  a  design  approved  of  by 
the  authorities  of  the  stamp-office,  with  the 
words  "  Duty  One  Shilling  "  forming  part 
of  the  design.  The  manufacturer  also  sent 
to  the  stamp-office  paper  sufficient  for  the 
number  of  copies  required,  and  the  stamp- 
office  printed  them  off,  charging  the  manu- 
facturer £1  for  every  sheet  of  twenty  aces. 

The  Act  also  provided  that  the  pack  con- 
taining one  such  ace  of  spades  should  be 
wrapped  up  in  aj0M?,t  the  design  of  which 
had  boen  previously  submitted  to,  and  ap- 
proved of  by,  tha  stamp  authorities.  The 
pack  was  then  tied  with  a  thread,  and  an 
officer  of  the  commissioners  affixed  a  label  on 
each  pack,  to  guard  against  the  possibility 

t  Some  of  our  readers  may  not  comprehend  this  pro- 
vision of  the  Act,  **  that  the  pack  should  be  wrappecf  up 
in  a  jew,**  and  may  possibly  think  it  should  have  been 
revei-sed.  The  Act,*however,  explains  that  a  jew  is  the 
technical  terra  for  a  wrapper.  What  the  etymology  of  the 
word  is,  we  are  unable  to  say,  but  we  strongly  suspeot  it 
has  more  to  do  with  jtu  than  with  the  descendants  of 
Abraham. 
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of  the  pack  being  opened,  and  the  ace  of 
spades  removed  before  being  sent  out  for 
sale.  The  Act  further  contained  various 
anathemas  against  persons  contravening  its 
enactments,  condemning  to  thcpunishment  of 
death  anyone  found  guilty  of  forging  the 
stamps  created  in  virtue  of  its  provisions. 

This  law  continued  in  force  until  the  year 
1862,  when  the  duties  were  altered,  and 
reduced  by  Act  25  Vict.,  c.  22,  to  threepence 
on  each  pack  of  cards.  The  ace  of  spades 
also  was  no  longer  the  stamp,  but  it  was 
provided  that  each  pack  should  bo  enclosed 
in  a  wrapper  furnished  by  the  stamp-office. 
For  this  purpose  each  manufacturer  of  cards 
furnishes  to  the  stamp-office  a  certain  number 
of  plates  of  a  design  regulated  by  the 
authorities,  and  when  he  requires  a  supply 
of  covers,  they  are  printed  for  him  by  the 
office.  The  Act  provides  that  this  cover  or 
wrapper  shall  bear  the  name  of  the  manu- 
facturer ;  but  though  each  manufacturer 
furnishes  his  own  plates,  yet  the  general 
design  is  the  same  for  all,  and  all  the 
wrappers  are  cut  to  the  same  shape.  They 
are  printed  in  blue,  on  thin,  tough  paper, 
and  the  engraving  is  the  work  of  Messrs. 
Perkins,  Bacon,  <t  Co.  The  greater  part  of 
the  design  consists  of  flower  and  scroll  work, 
with  other  engine-turned  ornaments,  and  two 
anathematical  notices,  enjoining  the  des- 
truction of  the  wrapper  by  the  party  opening 
the  pack,  and  the  cancellation  of  the  stamp 
by  the  vendor  of  the  pack.*  The  portion  of 
the  design  appropriated  to  the  stamp  is  the 
point  of  the  tail  of  a  bat-like  design.  The 
centre  of  the  wrapper  is  cut  away  in  an  oval 
form,  to  show  the  internal  wrapper  of  the 
manufacturer,  and  serves  as  a  sort  of 
framing  to  a  picture  of  the  Great  Mogul, 
the  Valiant  Highlander,  &c,,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  provisions  of 

•  These  sensational  notices  were  not  required  under 
the  former  system,  the  duties  being  taken,  as  we  hare 
seen,  in  a  different  manner.  They  much  resemble  those 
on  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  France,  where  we  are  told 
twice  over,  once  in  small  letters,  and  once  in  capitals, 
that  the  law  punishes  the  forger  with  hard  labour  for  life. 
We  should  think  such  notices  would  have  about  as  much 
effect  in  deterring  an  inteudinff  transgressor,  as  one  of  a 
similar  nature  affixed  abore  the  packet  would  have  on 
any  of  the  Bill  Sikes  fraternity  who  was  contemplatinxr  an 
unlawful  appropriation  of  its  content*. 


the  laws  governing  the  stamps  on  cards  in 
England,  we  will  now  examine  shortly  where 
a  collector  of  stamps  on  cards  would  be 
landed,  supposing  he  were  to  attempt  to 
make  a  collection  of  English  card  stamps. 

In  the  first  place,  taking  the  law  as  it 
stood  from  1828  to  1862,  during  which  time 
the  stamp  duty  was  denoted  by  the  ace  of 
spades,  he  would  be  compelled  to  form  a 
rather  extensive  collection  of  aces  of  spades, 
considering  that  each  manufacturer  of  cards 
must  have  supplied  a  considerable  number  of 
plates  to  the  stamp-office  during  that  period, 
each  plate  containing  20  aces  differing,  most 
probably,  one  from  another  in  some  minnte 
particulars.  As  we  are  sure  that  no  con- 
tinental collector  could  overlook  the  design 
on  the  back  of  the  new  Mexican  postage 
stamps,  so,  in  like  manner,  he  could  noi 
ignore  the  existence  of  the  charming  variety 
of  designs  and  colours  on  the  backs  of  tl» 
numerous  chefs  d^oeuvres  emanating  from 
the  ateliers  of  De  La  Rue,  Goodall,  Willis, 
Hunt,  <fec.,  &c.  We  have,  then,  the  different 
varieties  of  paper,  and  during  a  space  of 
thirty-four  years,  this  must  have  varied 
much.  In  fa<?t,  we  have  all  the  following 
elements  of  varieties :  the  number  of  card- 
makers,  the  number  of  plates  furnished  by 
each  manufacturer,  the  number  of  designs 
on  the  backs,  and  the  various  kinds  of  paper ; 
the  whole  being  multiplied  by  twenty,  for 
the  varieties  of  type  of  the  (w  t  oii  c*^^ 
plate.  Any  collector  arriving  at  a  hundredth 
part  of  this,  ought,  in  his  old  age,  to  be  pr^ 
sented  with  the  freedom  of  the  HonoaraWe 
Company  of  Cardmakers,  if  certified  stiU  to  be 
of  a  sound  mind. 

The  collection  of  the  stamps  under  the  law 
of  1 862  is  not  so  laborious.  We  are  not  aware 
that  any  alteration  in  the  general  design  of 
the  stamped  cover  has  been  made  since  it  was 
first  issued.  The  varieties  are  therefore  con- 
fined to  the  simple  sum  of  the  number  of  card 
manufacturers,  multiplied  by  the  number  of 
plates  supplied  by  each.  The  stamp  itself, 
as  we  have  seen,  forms  an  integral  part  of 
the  wrapper,  and  the  whole  must  be  collected 
together.  The  dimensions  and  shape  are, 
it  is  true,  rather  awkward  for  collection;  it 

t  French  for  ace.    Nothing  to  do  with  the  qoadmped 
or  the  collector. 
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measures  9|  inches  from  the  extremity  of 
one  wing  to  that  of  the  other,  and  S\  inches 
from  ^he  tip  of  the  tail  to  the  extremity  of 
the  head ;  but  as  the  number  is  fortunately 
limited,  not  more  than  one  large-sized  vol- 
ume would  be  required  for  an  entire  col- 
lection ! 

One  word  more  before  we  cease  our 
ramble.  Though  the  invention  of  physic 
and  card  stamps  does  not  hail  from  the  West, 
yet  there  is  one  other  stamp  to  be  noticed, 
coming  under  this  same  category — that  on 
matches — which  had  its  origin  in  the  States. 
More  than  three-fourths  of  these  stamps 
bear  a  portrait  of  what  we  suppose  to  be  the 
matchmaker  himself,  got  up  in  his  best  style, 
possibly  as  an  advertisement  to  kindle  a  flame 
for  another  kind  of  match.  Efforts  were 
made  to  impose  this  duty  in  England,  but 
greater  efforts  were  made  to  prevent  the 
imposition.  We  fancy,  ourselves,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  in  error  in 
riding  his  own  hobby  with  a  uniform  stamp. 
Had  he  permitted  the  male  and  female 
matchmakers  in  England  to  have  employed 
a  stamp  with  their  own  individualities  upon 
it,  we  cannot  but  think  that  his  attempt 
would  have  been  more  successful. 

The  match  duty  forms  part  of  the  present 
French  budget  of  ways  and  means,  but  the 
design  of  the  stamp  is  not  remarkable, 
further  than  it  is  inferior,  in  point  of  execu- 
tion, to  the  ordinary  reel-tops,  especially 
those  on  the  commoner  kinds  of  cotton. 


Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received 
an  interesting  communication  from  a  zealous 
fellow-collector  in  New  York,  who  writes  us 
that  although  he  collects  everything  per- 
taining directly  or  indirectly  to  postage 
stamps,  yet  he  has  not  been  "  rash  enough 
to  go  in  for  physic  stamps,  or  beer  stamps, 
or  war  envelopes."  Though  he  possesses  a 
goodly  collection  of  proprietary  stamps,  given 
to  him  from  time  to  time  by  a  druggist,  yet 
he  uses  them  only  as  a  bait  to  catch  postage 
stamps. 

He  then  goes  on' to  say  that  the  system 
of  proprietary  stamps  is  in  reality  a  stamp 
duty  of  one  cent  on  an  article  of  the  price  of 
25  cents  ;  or  a  duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  the 
price.     "  On  playing  cards  the  duty  is  five 


cents  on  every  package.  What  any  other 
values  have  reference  to  I  do  not  know, 
unless  that  at  first  the  cards  were  taxed  ac- 
cording to  their  retail  price  ;  or  else  that  im- 
ported cards  are  so  taxed. 

"A  private  proprietary  stamp  is  a  privilege 
to  the  individual.  He  may  choose  the  de- 
sign or  colours,  or  designate  so  many  values, 
but  the  government  has  supreme  control 
over  the  plate,  paper,  and  printing  of  the 
stamps,  just  as  it  has  over  its  own  stamps, 
and  the  stamps  must  be  ordered  from  the 
government  and  paid  for  by  the  individual. 
Furthermore,  the  government  will  not  allow 
an  individual  a  private  stamp  unless  he  can 
order  a  certain  number — 5000,  if  I  mistake 
not." 

He  concludes  by  saying  that  the  internal 
revenue  stamps,  including  all  proprietary 
stamps,  will  not  last  much  longer.  Like  the 
postage  stamp  currency  they  will  become  a 
thing  of  the  past. 
, ' 

OBLITERATION  MARKS   (MATA- 
SELLOS)    ON    SPANISH    STAMPS. 

BY  DON  MAUIANO  PARDO  PIGUEROA. 

{Read  before  the  London  Philateiie  Soeiety), 

The  following  information,  which  I  sub- 
mit to  the  correction  of  those  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject,  is  all  I  have  been 
able  to  acquire.  It  is  very  diflicult  to  fm 
the  date  at  which  each  obliteration  com- 
menced, as  but  little  is  published  in  Spain  in 
reference  to  such  matters.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  one  (A)  all  these  different  obliterating 
marks  are  in  use  at  the  present  time. 

I  can  understand  the  little  importance  of 
these  remarks,  as  I  am  unable  to  include  a 
description  of  the  postmarks  of  Cuba  and 
of  the  Philippine  Islands ;  but  I  hope  the 
London  Philatelic  Society  will  value  my 
good  wishes  more  than  the  intrinsic  merit  of 
this  paper,  which  I  dedicate  to  them. 

A  catalogue  of  all  the  obliterations  which 
have  been,  and  are  still  in  use  in  every 
country,  with  facsimile  drawings  showing 
the  colour  of  the  ink,  and  the  time  each  was 
in  use,  would,  I  believe,  be  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  Philatelic  Society;  for,  as  Dr. 
John  Edward  Gray  says,  "  the  study  of  the 
means   employed    for   this  simple   purpose 
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affords  an  interesting  object  of  contempla- 

(A.)_Tears  1850-1. 
%  ^     — It  was  only   daring 

r       '       1  oUiteratiniifmarkAwaB 

V  «  employed.        Although 

M  J  black  ink  was  generally 

-  J^^^^^L  nsed,  these  stamps  are 

^^  ^h      occasionally  fonnd  ob- 

ILtetatcd  with  red  ink, 
as  on  Bome  six  cnartos.  This  notwithstand- 
ing that  by  order  of  the  General  Post-office, 
under  date  the  4th  September,  1852,  only 
black  ink  was  to  be  nsed, 

(B.)— Year  1852.— This 
obliterating  mark  is  first 
found  on  letters  dated 
1852,  but  is  used  up  to 
the  present  day  in  several 
offices ;  and  notably  in 
that  of  Madrid,  in  which  office  also  the  one 
marked  C  ia  stiU  in  use. 

^^  (C.)— Tears    1856- 

■^^^  7-8.— This    postmark 

s  employed  during 
these  three  years,  but 
made  its   appearance 
-^^^=-  ntrain    in    Madrid    in 

-V  1871. 

(D.)— 15th  October, 
]8,',a— This  postmark, 
which  came  first  in  use 
at  that  time,  is  still  nsed 
in  several  post-offices, 
notably  in  those  of 
Toledo,  Santa  Omz.  de 
Tenerifu,  Tarancon,  &c. 
The  number  chingea 
according  to  the  different  towns ;  Madrid,  1 
Cadiz,  3 ;  Seville,  7 ;  Alicante,  9 ;  Ac.,  &c. 
The  annexed  engraving  is  not  thoroughly 
t%  accurate.  Of  the  four  figures  3  in 
WSW  the  mai^in,  only  those  at  the  top 
O  and  bottom  should  be  upright. 
The  position  of  the  four  may  best  be  indi- 
cated by  the  annexed  type- set  illustration. 

(E.) — By  order  of  the  General  Post-office, 
14th  September,  1857,  letters  received  at  the 
branch  offices,  and  which  did  not  go  to  the 
central  office,  but  passed  through  to  another 


branch  office,  were  to  be  obliterated  by  » 
common  peit~attd-itik  crtww. 

(F.)— Tear     1859.— 

Ordered  by  the  General 

V     Post-office,  25th  No^-em- 

A    ber,      "  The     poet-office 

■J    wbiich  has  not  a   special 

/     seal     to     obliterate    post 

stamps,    will    do    so    fay 

affixing  the  date."     This 

was  in  reality  done  before  the  publication  of 

the  above  order,  as  witness  the  stamp  in  the 

margin,  which  reads  s.  lucar  la  m.,  25  mib., 

'59,  SEViLLA — "  San  tiHcar  la  mayor,  25  Man", 

1859,  Sevilla" 

(G).— 1862.  Thismark  

is  generally  nsed  i 
present  time  in  almost 
all  the  principal  post- 
offices  in  Spain.  The 
number  changes  accord- 
ing to  the  town,  as  in  ■^^^^^^ 
the  case  of  D.  ^^^^^ 

_^^^  (H).— Tear  1870.  This 

^^^^■^^^  obliteration  1  have  only 
^^^A  rt^^^  seen  on  letters  from  Ssd- 
^^  n  W  ^^  tiago,  province  of  Cor- 
•^^^lU^^^  nnna ;  and  1  cannot  leam 
^^^^^B^^v  the  meaning  of  the  let- 
-^^^^^  ters  A  S.* 

[Since  the  above  paper  was  read  in  London, 
Scnor  Pardo  de  Figneroahas  published  in  the 
Averi/tnador  for  1872  (Nos.  29,  30.  31,  32, 
and  35)  a  much  longer  and  fuller  article  on 
Spanish  obliterations,  which  he  purposes 
reprinting  as  a  separate  pamphlet.  The 
above  brief  sketch  should  therefore  be  re- 
garded as  merely  a  preliminary  attempt.] 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIEa 

Le  Timbre  Pusfe. — The  current  number  con- 
tains a  timely  word  of  warning  from  the 
editor,  respecting  certain  false  stamps  wLicli 
have  just  made  their  appearance,  and  which 
possess  certain  particularities  of  a  nature  to 
render  probable  their  acceptance  by  unsus- 
pecting collectors.  In  the  first  place  there 
IB  a  series  of  provisional  Tuscans  printed  »» 
P'lyer  hearing  ike  genuine  official  trafeniioi*- 


ilind  (oi  "A'- 
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How  the  forgers  could  have  obtained  pos- 
session of  a  supply  of  the  true  watermarked 
paper  is  a  puzzle,  but  that  they  have  done  so 
is  proved  by  the  issue  of  counterfeits  of  all 
the  values,  including  the  very  rare  3  lire. 
The  latter  is  printed  in  too  bright  an  orange, 
and  all  the  imitations  may  be  detected  on 
comparison  with  a  genuine  stamp  of  any 
value,  from  1  to  80  centesimi,  by  the  too 
^eat  distinctness  of  the  details  of  the  en- 
graving. The  forgeries  exist  both  used  and 
unused.  The  used  stamps  are  obliterated 
with  six  parallel  black  bars,  and  some  of 
these  misleading  forgeries  are  mounted  on 
letter-paper,  folded  to  imitate  th6  outside  of 
a  letter,  and  stamped  with  a  date- stamp. 
"  From  Madrid,"  our  contemporary  'goes  on 
to  say,  "we  have  received  other  and  more 
dangerous  imitations,  viz. : — 

1851,  2  and  6  reales. 

1852     (bear),     3  cuartos. 

1853,  2  and  6  reales. 

1854,  2  cuartos  and  6  reales. 
and  other  values,  perhaps,  exist.  These 
stamps,  acccording  to  Dr.  Magnus,  have  been 
obtained  by  direct  lithographic  transfers 
from,  the  originals.  The  imitations  of  the 
1851  stamps  are  the  least  successful.  A 
slight  defect  in  the  drawing  of  the  nose  gives 
quite  a  different  aspect  to  the  queen's  face. 
Their  colour  condemns  them  all,  excepting 
the  2  cuartos.,  which  has  been  copied  to  per- 
fection. The  blue  stamps  are  of  a  dirty  blue, 
generally  very  dark,  whilst  the  orange 
stamps  are  of  too  pale  and  dull  a  shade  ;  as 
to  the  3  cuartos,  to  give  it  an  old  look  it  is 
printed  on  paper  of  a  slightly  greenish  tint. 
All  of  them  show  the  postmark  in  use  at  the 
time  the  stamps  were  current.  Dr.  Magnus 
f hinks  these  forgeries  were  fabricated  (whilst 
the  originals  were  in  circulation)  with  a  view 
to  cheat  the  government,  and  not  collectors ; 
but  M.  Moens'  information  from  Madrid  is, 
that  these  old  stamps  have  j^ist  been  imitated. 
In  any  case,  as  he  says,  they  were  intended 
to  deceive  some  one,  and  we  cannot  too 
promptly  echo  his  warning." 

The  description  of  newly-issued  forgeries 
is  followed  by  a  reply  to  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Panopoulo,  recently  published  in  these  pages. 
The  article  is  replete  with  inuendos,  but  is 
open  to  the  san\c  objection  as  the  preceding 


one  on  the  same  subject,  namely,  that  no 
positive  proof  is  given  that  the  Morton 
stamps  are  a  private  speculation  of  Mr. 
Panopoulo's.  To  set  the  matter  at  rest,  cor- 
roborative evidence  of  their  bond-fide  employ- 
ment is  desirable,  and  such  evidence  it  ougnt 
not  to  be  diflBcult  for  Mr.  Panopoulo  to 
obtain. 

Dr.  Magnus's  paper  on  stamped  envelopes 
succeeds  the  Morton  stamp  controversy,  and 
the  present  instalment  treats  of  the  envelope 
essays  for  France,  prepared  by  the  renowned 
engraver,  M.  Barre.  These  essays  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  government,  and,  as  existing 
specimens  testify,  were  of  great  beauty. 
They  were  ultimately  rejected  in  consequence 
of  the  objections  made  by  certain  adversaries 
of  the  system  of  embossing. 

The  March  number  closes  with  a  notice 
from  the  editor  and  publisher,  in  re  the 
Russian  local  stamps,  which  some  jealous 
competitor  insinuates  are  spurious.  We  can 
fully  confirm  M.  Moens'  assertion  that  these 
stamps  are  official  and  bond-fide  emissions. 

La  Gazette  des  Timbres. — The  February  and 
March  numbers  contain  instalments  of  an 
article  on,  and  analytical  list  of,  the  post  card 
issues  of  all  countries,  whence  we  extract 
the  following  interesting  sketch  of  the  rapid 
adoption  of  post  cards  by  nearly  all  the 
European  states. 

It  was  in  Austria,  on  the  Ist  October,  1839,  that  the 
first  card  appeared,  and  on  the  following  1st  Novem- 
ber Hungary  enjoyed  the  same  advantage.  Germany 
adopted  thera  on  tne  Ist  July,  1870.  The  kingdoms  of 
Bavaria  and  Wurtemburg  and  tlie  Grand  Duchy  of  Haden 
followed  the  example  of  the  North  Gorman  Confederation, 
and  during  the  war  of  1870-71  the  field  posts  of  the  ditfer- 
ent  countries  supplied  to  the  soldiers  and  to  their  families 
special  cards,'of  which  the  advantages  were  recoenized  by 
everyone.  Luxembourg  issued  hers  the  Ist  September, 
1871 ;  and  Great  Britain  on  the  1st  October,  at  the  same 
time  that  she  reduced  the  rate  for  letters  for  the  interior 
to  one  penny  [?].  Switzerland  at  the  same  period  adopted 
the  post  card,  and  was  followed  by  Belgium  and  Holland, 
on  tne  Ist  January,  1871 ;  Denraaik  on  the  Ist  of  April; 
Canada  in  the  course  of  the  year;  Chili  on  the  23i'd  De- 
cember, 1871 ;  Uussia,  Finland,  Sweden  and  Norway  early 
in  187*2;  and  Ceylon  in  the  course  of  the  same  year.  But 
at  the  beginning  of  that  year  a  further  improvement  was 
introduced,  that  of  reply-paid  eai-ds,  issued  in  the  first 
instance  bv  Germany,  and  adopted  later  on  bv  Holland 
(June,  1872),  Belgium,  Sweden,  and  Luxembourg  (Ist 
January,  1873.) 

The  instalmenis  of  the  "  Minor  Gazette  " 
are  occupied  with  the  details  of  Dr.  Maofaus's 
receipt  for  the  pre])aration  of  a  bl  ink  album, 
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which  he  recommends  alike  for  beginners 
and  advanced  collectors.  The  author  admits 
that  ready-prepared  albnms  possess  this 
advantage,  that  the  ruled  squares  teach  the 
novice  the  stamps  he  should  procure,  and  if 
space  were  given  in  such  albums  for  only 
oae  set  of  each  series,  they  might  render 
greater  service.  Ruled  and  designed  albums 
can  only  suit  restricted  collections,  and  to 
attempt  to  compose  them  for  more  extensive 
collectors,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Magnus 
(and  our  own),  to  prepare  the  way  for  many 
inconveniences  to  the  amateur  who  cannot 
decide  on  the  value  of  the  innumerable 
varieties  to  which  his  attention  is  called. 

The  Stamp 'Collector^  8  Guide. — This  paper 
has  reappeared  under  new  management,  and 
is  likely  to  acquire  a  higher  position  than 
that  enjoyed  by  the  first  issue.  The  number 
before  us  contains  an  interesting  "  Philatelic 
Review,*'  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Coster,  in  which  he 
discusses  the  lately-mooted  question,  "  What 
is  a  Postage  Stamp  ?  '*  and  argues  in  favour 
of  the  acceptance  of  too-late,  official,  and 
registered  stamps  (excepting  only  such 
registered  stamps  as  are  used  merely  as 
seals),  and  of  the  rejection  of  returned- 
letter  and  unpaid-letter  stamps,  which  last 
appear  to  him  to  have  no  postal  significance. 

The  leading  article  contains  a  good- 
humoured  apology  for  the  lack  of  method,  or, 
in  other  words,  the  superficiality  of  the 
American  style  of  collecting,  and  also  for  the 
granunatical  slips  which  are  so  frequent  in 
the  composition  of  American  philatelical 
writers.  "  We  Americans,''  says  the  editor, 
"  are  a  very  live  people ;  we  do  everything  on 
the  high-pressure  principle.  Stamp  collect- 
ing did  not  and  does  not  tame  us.  We 
handle  that  as  we  do  everything  else,  with  a 
rush.  It  must  be  confessed,"  he  continues, 
"  that  Americans  arc  more  ardent  than  con- 
stant. We  are  spasmodic.  One  day  we  are 
wide  awake  on  philately,  the  next  day  we 
are  about  something  else.  But  with  all  our 
changeableness,  most  of  us  keep  our  col- 
lections, and  are  again  and  again  drawn 
back  to  the  *old  love.'  And  so  philately 
holds  its  own.  There  are  no  signs  of  deca- 
dence. It  is  on  the  increase."  Then  as  to 
the  style  of  writing : — '*  If  an  American  phi- 
latelist has  an  idea  or  a  news  item  which. 


communicated  to  his  fellow  collectors,  would 
be  of  value,  he  jots  it  down  in  an  off-hand 
ready  manner,  and  ofttimes  leaves  his  gram- 
mar open  to  criticism.  We  want  to  apologise 
for  such  cases.  People  more  nice  than  wise 
will  sometimes  criticise  such  writings  malici- 
ously and  needlessly.  It  is  far  better  that  a 
good  idea  be  published,  even  if  couched  in 
language  not  strictly  rhetorical  [?]  than  that 
idea  be  lost.  It  is  characteristic  of  us  to  be 
hasty  and  get  over  much  ground  in  httle 
time.  Hence  we-are  not  always  as  thorough 
as  might  be  ;  but  we  enjoy  as  greatly,  and  in 
the  long  run  make  as  much  out  of,  what  we 
do  as  any  people."  We  must  say  we  like  the 
hearty  spirit  in  which  these  suggestions  are 
put,  and  are  willing  to  admit  their  possession 
of  a  certain  plausibility;  still  we  are  not 
satisfied  that  American  stamp  publications 
should  be  characterised  by  a  disregard  of 
grammatical  rules ;  nor  can  we  admit  that 
the  original  ideas  they  contain  are  of  sufficient 
value  to  excuse  faiUts  which,  with  a  little 
attention,  might  easily  be  avoided.  '*  Pretty 
fair,  cmsidet'ing  it's  written  by  an  American  " 
would  be  rather  a  humiliating  critique.  Let 
us  hasten  to  add  that  it  would  not  be  appli- 
cable to  the  magazine  under  review,  which  is 
honourably  distinguished  from  certain  of  its 
confreres  both  by  the  style  and  the  matter. 

Following  the  leading  article  comes  the 
pertinent  query — "  Did  anybody  ever  see  an 
unequivocally  genuine  postmarked  specimen 
of  either  of  the  'local  stamps'  of  the 
'  Westervelt  post,'  which  are  claimed  to  be 
genuine  locals  ?  "  A  contributor  to  these 
pages  last  year  declared  that  this  post  was  a 
bondr-fide  one,  founding  his  belief  on  a  state- 
ment made  to  him  by  the  proprietor,  and  on 
an  inspection  of  used  specimens.  We  still 
have  our  own  doubts,  however,  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  should  require  very  positive  proof 
to  convince  us  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
Westervelt  stamps. 

The  article  on  new  issues  is  well  illustrated, 
and  opens  with  a  description  and  engraving 
of  a  lately -discovered  Philadelphian  local — 
the  Siait's  Despatch  Post.  The  design  con- 
sists of  a  double-lined  circle,  with  statt  s 
DESPATCH  running  round  the  inner  edge,  and 
PAID  in  a  straight  line  at  the  bottom.  The 
address,  s.  thikd  street,  in  two  lines,  occu- 
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pies  the  centre.  The  sole  known  specimen  is 
a  handstruck  impression,  colour  brick-red, 
and  is  struck  on  a  circular  letter.  It  is 
believed  to  hare  been  in  use  for  two  months 
only,  its  suppression  having  been  operated  by 
the  post-office  authorities  at  the  same  time 
that  Blood's  offices  were  closed.  Further 
particulars  are  promised  respecting  this 
stamp,  which  appears  to  be  a  honeh-flJe  one. 
Communication  is  also  promised  of  "some 
interesting  facts  "  respecting  the  1  c.  Con- 
federate, and  the  last  noteworthy  item  in  the 
number  before  us  Ls  the  statement  that  the 
well-known  New  York  dealer,  Mr.  W.  P. 
Brown  (who  by  the  way  has  just  commenced 
reissuing  his  Gariosifij  Citbinel),  is  about  to 
proceed  to  Japan,  there  to  join  his  father, 
the  Rev.  Nafchau  Brown,  D.D.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  translating  the  Bible  into  Japanese. 
We  wish  Mr,  Brown  all  possible  success ; 
and  as  the  inhabitants  of  Japan  arc  such  apt 
imitators  of  European  fashion,  we  trust  he 
will  succeed  in  rendering  philately  popular 
amongst  them. 

The  Curiosity  Hunter, — This  journal,  which 
is  published  at  Rockf  ord,  Illinois,  has  attained 
its  sixth  number.  We  have  refrained  from 
noticing  it  earlier  as,  although  a  well- written 
publication,  it  contained  but  an  infinitesimal 
proportion  of  stamp  news.  In  the  number 
before  ua  there  is,  however,  a  marked  increase 
in  the  quantity,  coupled  with  a  promise  of 
greater  attention  to  the  philatelic  department. 
Inter  alia,  we  have  a  letter  from  an  American 
collector  of  note,  Mr.  W.  K.  Freeman,  re- 
specting the  first  issue  of  Natal,  in  which  he 
BtSttes  that  he  has  received  a  number  of 
original  unused  specimens  of  that  issue,  the 
remainder  of  the  stock  of  an  inland  post-office 
in  the  colony,  "  through  the  kindness  of  the 
manager  of  the  *  Missionary  House,'  Pember- 
ton  Square,  Boston."  Then  follows  a  notice 
of  sundry  new  emissions,  and  scraps  of  postal 
information,  one  of  which  is  worth  extracting. 
It  reads  thus : — 

Unpaid  letters,  as  everybody  knows,  are  not  delivered 
by  the  post-office  authorities,  but  advertised.  Now  it  oc- 
curred to  Mr.  John  G.  Chapman,  a  New  Haven  grain 
dealer,  that  some  of  these  letters  would  be  of  value  to  the 
parties  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  and  that  a  chance  was 
aflforded  to  the  said  Chapman,  to  advertise  his  business ;  so 
he  went  to  the  post-office  just  before  the  letter  Viyts  were 
to  be  sent  to  tne  papers,  and  affixed  to  each  letter  its 
proper  ttamp,  together  with  another  neat  little  label 


bearing  his  name  and  business  address,  with  the  added 
suggestion  that  he  had  paid  the  postage,  and  would  be 
happy  to  receive  any  return  in  the  way  of  business 
pati-onage,  in  case  the  letter  should  be  of  value  to  the 
recipient  This  practice  he  has  continued  ever  since  last 
April,  and  he.  has  profited  largely  by  it.  In  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  his  stamps  have  been  returned  to  him,  and 
have  frequently  been  accompanied  by  more  substantial 
favours. 

The  Philatelist. — Last,  but  decidedly  not 
least,  and  last  only  by  accident,  our  old  friend 
comes  before  us  looking  as  sound  and  healthy 
as  ever,  with  a  three-page  list  of  novelties,  a 
continuation  of  the  editor's  catalogue  of 
telegraph  stamps,  and  the  24th  Spud  Paper. 
In  the  latter  two  very  fair  forgeries  are  de- 
scribed,— the  new  Mexican,  and  the  first 
Deecan.  The  Mexican  forgery  may  be  de- 
tected from  its  showing  only  one  outer  line, 
which  is  border,  frame,  and  all ;  whilst  in  the 
genuine  there  is  a  second  or  finishing  one, 
although  it  is  put  so  close  to  the  design  that 
it  runs  into  the  edges  of  the  labels  and 
corners  ;  these  are  consequently  thickened 
on  the  outer  parts,  whereas  the  forgery  shows 
a  line  of  uniform  thickness  everywhere.  In 
the  Deecan  forgery  the  network  at  the  base 
is  formed  of  two  lines  of  meshes  (the  upper 
one  incomplete,  certainly,  but  still  there)  ; 
but  the  genuine  only  possesses  a  single  row, 
very  clear  and  beautifully  done.  Mr.  Pem- 
berton  gives  a  further  test,  but  we  cannot 
quite  make  out  where  the  three  rows  of 
meshes  running  "vertically  "  are  situate;  to  us 
all  the  lines  of  meshes  appear  to  rim  hori- 
zontally. 


STAMP-COLLECTIXa    IN^    GABLONZ. 


BY  MU.   MAX  JOSEPH. 


I  HAVE  pleasure  in  acquainting  the  readers 
of  T/ie  Stamp-Collectoi  's  Magazine  with  a  fact, 
of  which,  probably,  none  are  yet  aware. 
Stamp-collecting  has  found  its  way  into  the 
remote  valleys  of  the  Giant's  mountains. 

A  few  days  ago,  about  noon,  I  was  strolling 
through  the  streets  of  Gablonz,  when  passing 
the  school-house,  I  beheld  a  large  gathering 
of  boys — a  by  no  means  usual  sight,  seeing 
that  it  still  wanted  an  hour  to  the  beginning 
of  the  lessons.  Imagine  my  surprise,  when, 
on  approaching  them,  I  perceived  that  they 
were  exchanging  postage  stamps,  just  in  the 
same  way  as  I  witnessed  ten  years  ago,  in 
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Bome  alley  of  Comhill,  of  which  I  do  not  recol- 
lect the  name.  There  was,  however,  07ie  differ- 
ence; I  missed  the  policemen  who  used  to  dis- 
turb the  boys  with  their  continual "  Move  on." 
Here,  in  fact,  on  the  contrary,  our  urban 
police  force  appears  to  protect  stamp-collect- 
ing; for  only  the  other  day  one  of  the  two 
**  policemen  of  the  town  "  entered  my  office, 
and  desired  me  to  give  him  some  foreign 
stamps  for  his  own  boy.  Is  it  not  evident 
that  the  poor  mountaineers  have  a  better 
notion  of  the  usefulness  of  stamp-collecting, 
than  had  the  city  police  ten  years  ago  ?  I 
need  not  assure  you  that  the  man  did  not 
leave  me  unsatisfied,  but  I  acted  unwisely  in 
acceding  to  his  desire,  for  since  that  time  my 
office  has  been  beleaguered  by  boys  of  all 
ages,  who  eagerly  inquire  for  stamps,  and  will 
take  no  denial. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  suppose,  without 
disrespect  to  my  readers,  that  most  of  them 
are  ignorant  of  what  kind  of  place  Gablonz  is, 
and  where  situated.  Allow  m3  to  tell  them 
that  it  is  a  little,  but  very  industrious  town 
(of  about  6000  inhabitants)  on  the  Neisse, 
in  that  part  of  the  Giant's  mountains  called 
Erzgebirge,  eight  English  miles  from  Reichen- 
berg.  The  products  of  the  place  consisting 
chiefly  in  Bohemian  glass  goods  of  all  kinds, 
and  fancy  articles — which,  by  the  way,  will  be 
represented  on  a  large  scale  in  the  Vieima 
exhibition — are  celebrated  all  over  the  globe. 
There  is  hardly  a  spot  on  the  inhabited  earth, 
to  which  they  are  not  exported ;  they  are 
carried  even  into  countries  in  central  Africa, 
where  probably  no  European  traveller  has 
ever  set  his  foot.  You  would  be  astonished 
to  hear  of  the  enormous  quantities  of  glass 
bsads,  finger-rings,  &c.,  shipped  to  Alex- 
andria, Senegal,  Angola,  &c.,  to  be  taken 
into  the  interior  by  caravans,  and  of  the 
mock  jewelry  forwarded  to  East  India  and 
South  America.  Of  course  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  many  commercial  firms  estab- 
lished in  Gablonz  (amongst  which  there  are 
several  English)  is  very  extensive  ;  and  many 
of  the  lads  here  easily  get  stamps  that  were 
counted  amongst  the  rarest  in  the  first 
period  ,of  collecting,  such  as  Montevideo, 
Buenos  Ay  res,  Mexico,  Brazil,  &c. 

Gablonz,  although  a  very  little  place  (up 
to   the   year  1866  it  was  only  a   hamlet), 


possesses  many  of  the  distinctive  character- 
istics of  larger  towns ;  the  last,  but  not  the 
least  of  them  (and  certainly  the  most  original), 
is  the  stamp  exchange,  the  establishment 
of  which  certainly  does  not  accord  with  the 
ignorant  assertions  of  those  who  will  have 
it  that  stamp-collecting  is  on  the  decline. 


NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

There  is  a  decided  lack  of  novelties  thii 
month,  at  any  rate  up  to  the  moment  of  com- 
mencing the  present  article.     We  must,  then, 
rest,  and  be  thankful  to  chronicle  such  small 
fry  as  have  been  caught  in  the  philatelic  net. 
France. — The  number  of  varieties  which 
may  be  distinguished  among  the  post  cards 
is  something  astonishing  when  we  consider 
that  they  belong  to  a  country  which  has 
always  been   remarkable  for  the   accuracy 
and  uniformity  of  its  stamps.     Some  of  the^ 
varieties  are  of  inferior  interest;   such,  for 
instance,  as  those  which  are  formed  from  the 
apposition  of  the  10  c.  stamp  in  the  nprig-ht 
oblong  inscribed  "place  for  two  5  c.  stamps," 
or  from  the  suppression  of  this  latter  in- 
scription.    Others  are  more  worthy  of  notice, 
as,  for  instance,  the  10  c.  and  15  c.  cards,  with 
a  border  of  a  new  design,  and  the  words  prix 
10  (or  15)  CENTIMES  added  beneath  the  in- 
scription,  LOI    DU    20    DECEMBRE,    1872.      Of 
these  latter  the  10  c.  is  printed  buff,  whilst 
the  15  c.  remains  white.     The  explanation  of 
these  and  other  minor  differences  no  doubt 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  post-office,  being  un- 
able to  print  off  a  sufficient  number  of  cards 
on  its  own  premises,  has  contracted  with  one 
or  more  private  firms  for  the  printing  of  a 
certain  quantity,  and  that  these  firms,  not 
being  bound  to  conform  strictly  to  the  official 
pattern,  have  placed  such  bordering  as  they 
may  happen  to  have  in  stock  round  the  in- 
scription.    The  supercession  of  the  oblong, 
intended  for  two  stamps,  by  a  rectangle,  con- 
taining space  for  one  only,  is  no  doubt  the 
consequence  of  the  issue  of  the  10  c.  stamp. 
No  harm  can  arise  from  the  multipHcation 
of  types,  inasmuch  as  the  printed  inscrip- 
tions  have  no   value   in  themselves     New 
cards,  with  impressed  stamps,  are  said  to  be 
in  course  of  preparation,  and  the  proof  of  a 


THE  stamp-collector's  MAGAZINE. 


proposed  design  is  described  by  oar  Brussels 
contemporary. 

There  is  an  nnofficial  variety  of  the  10  c. 
post  card  in  existence  which  is  not  without 
interest.  The  back  of  the  card  is  bordered 
with  advertiBements,  printed  in  red,  and  the 
.  space  which  they  enclose,  intended  to  re- 
ceive the  sender's  comma nication,  is  covered 
with  a  ground  of  red  lines.  These  cards  are 
sold  at  a  tou  each,  or  only  half  the  officinl 
price  ;  and  it  appears  the  Parisian  public  has 
not  been  slow  to  appreciate  the  advantage 
offered  by  this  reduction  of  fifty  per  cent. 
The  tobacco  shop  on  the  Place  de  I'Opt'rn, 
which  sold  from  ten  to  fifteen  ordinary  cards 
at  10  centimes  each  per  day,  now  sells  from 
1500  to  1800.  The  post-olEce  of  the  Made- 
leine, which  nsed  to  receive  150  to  200  cards 
per  day,  has  received  from  seven  to  eight 
huudred  since  the  toti  cards  have  been  put  on 
sale.  Of  course  it  will  be  understood  that 
the  gentleman  (a  Mr.  Grenie)  who  buys  the 
cards  at  10  centimes,  and  sells  them  again  to 
the  public  at  5  c.,  does  not  do  so  from  any 
disinterested  desire  to  prove  the  good  results 
which  would  follow  an  official  reduction  in 
price ;  liis  loss  on  the  cards  is  more  than 
covered  by  his  gain  ou  the  advertisements. 
Some  officious  meddler  endeavoured  to  stop 
the  sale,  but  has  had  to  desist  from  the 
attempt,  the  right  of  printing  at  the  back  of 
the  cards  having  been  admitted  by  the 
Journal  Offieiel.  The  idea  of  using  post 
cards  as  an  advertising  medium  is  not  in 
principle  a  new  one.  When  the  Mulroady 
envelopes  came  out,  thirty  odd  years  ago, 
they  were  employed  by  speculators  in  the 
same  way,  and  the  letter- writing  public 
gained  the  benefit. 

Spun. — The  Pkilafelisl,  following  in  the 
wake  of  the  Paris  m^azine,  gives  publicity 
to  the  report  that  a  postage  stamp  has  been 
issued  by  the  Carlists,  of  which,  according 
to  a  Bayonne  correspondent,  the  design  is 
as  follows  :  Large  rectangle ;  imperforate ; 
watermarked  with  a  single-lined  _fieitr-de-U». 
Full-faced  portrait  of  Don  Carlos  in  central 
pearled  circle,  resting  on  a  knot  of  ribbons, 
on  which  is  the  word  paz  (peace)  ;  oak  and 
olive  branches  on  either  side.  Diagonal  rays 
IB  the  upper  spandrels.  On  a  white  frame, 
enclosing  the  portrait,  Ac.,  are  correos  at 


the  sides ;  franco  below ;  espako  unida. 
above,  separated  by  the  arms  of  Spain ;  all 
in  bright  violet.  The  impression  is  light 
mauve;  portwiit  black.  The  letter  C  ia  at 
the  end  of  the  ribbons.  This  stamp,  says 
onr  contemporary  in  conclusion,  is  used  for 
franking  letters  for  the  troops,  and  for  all 
communications  from  head- quarters.  We 
cannot  say  the  description  is  much  in  favour 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  pretended  stamp. 
As  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  Carlists  have  aa 
yet  made  no  pretence  of  establishing  regular 
postal  communications,  even  in  the  dis^icte 
in  which  they  are  most  at  home.  We  pos- 
sess, it  is  true,  two  stamps  emanating  hvm 
the  Carlist  army  (for  which  we  have  to  ex- 
press our  obligations  to  Don.Pardo  de  Figu- 
eroa),  but  they  are  hand-struck  impressions, 
jn  blue  ink,  something  like  the  C(>ngre$o  and 
Senado  stamps,  and  bear  the  arms  of  Don 
Carlos,  and  inscriptions  indicating  that  they 
emanate  from  the  "  military  commaudnient." 
Even  these  are  simply  official  marks,  and  not 
postage  stamps.  If  the  design  described  by 
The  fidlateliet  were  intended  to  frank  corres- 
pondence for  or  from  the  Carliat  insurgents 
it  might  be  supposed  that  some  inscription 
indicative  of  the  fact  would  appear  on  the 
stamp.  So  far,  however,  from  there  being 
any  such  legend,  we  hud  merely  the  very 
ironical  inscription— jaeoce.  There  is  no 
value  stated,  yet  it  is  hardly  probable  the 
Carlists  would  go  to  the  expense  of  es- 
tablishing posts  for  nothing.  Moreover,  the 
impression  is  rather  ambiguously  described.  . 
In  one  line  we  are  told  that  it  ia  all  in 
bright  violet,  and  in  the  next  that  the  portrait 
is  black  and  the  rest  mauve ! 

Gdatrhala. — The  annexed  engraving  is 
that  of  the  one  peso  greeu,  of  the  doubtfnl 
series  referred  to  last  month.      It  will  be  re- 

Imembered  that  on  the  first 
appearance  of  this  and  ita 
companion  stamps,  in 
1869,  they  were  condemn- 
ed as  spurious.  Specimens 
are  now  coming  over  ou 
letters ;  but  it  is  supposed 
that  their  postal  rtnploy- 
ment  is  accidental  or  tem- 
porary, and  that  they  are  in  reahty  revenue 
stamps.    The  one  peso  yellow,  recently  men- 
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tioned.  Has  been  ascertained  by  M.  Moens  to 
bear  the  same  arms  (black  scroll,  &c.),  as 
the  four  reals  mauve, 

Russian  Locals. — DmUneff  (Kounk). — The 
design  of  this  stamp,  thongh  it  does  not  re- 
semble that  of  the  state  postage  stamps,  has 
nothing  to  indicate  that  it  belongs  to  a  local 
post,  whili^t  the  presence  of  the  imperial 
arms  might  lead  to  the  supposition  that  the 
stamp  had  been  issued  by  the  imperial 
gOYernment ;  and,  according  to  the  decree 
which  regolates  the  emission  of  locals,  there 
mnst  be  nothing  on  their  face  to  authorise 
such  a  supposition.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  why  the  DmitriefE  district  is  allowed 
to  use  the  imperial  arms,  or  why  it  has  no 
armorial  bearings  of  its  own.  Pending  the 
reply  which  we  hope  to  receive  to  this  query, 
let  us  chronicle  the  fact  that  the  Dmitrieff 
stamp  is  printed  in  black  on  white  wove 
paper,  and  is  of  the  value  of  3  kopecs. 

Bogorodsk. — In  Le  Timhrc-Foste  we  find  an 
instructive  rectification  of  a  popular  error 
as  to  the  personage  represented  on  the  Bogo- 
rodsk stamps,  on  horseback,  trampling  on  a 
dragon.  We  have  always  supposed  this  to 
be  St.  George,  and  Dr.  Magnus  took  it  to  be 
St.  Michael.  This  ancient  byzantine  em- 
blem, it  now  appears,  is  intended  to  re- 
present the  czar  as  the  propagator  of 
Christianity,  and  it  was  only  by  some  mistake 
that  in  1727  it  acquired  the  name  of  Saint 
George.  M.  Moens'  authority  is  a  Mr.  J. 
Vandeiraaelen,  from  whose  "Historical  Essay 
on  Arms  "  he  quotes  a  passage  in  support  of 
the  foregoing  statement. 

Danish  West  Indies. — The  three  cents 
carmine,  which  has  dragged  on  its  solitary 
existence  for  thirteen  years,  has  at  length  been 
joined  by  a  second  value,  a  4  c.  ultramarine 
on  white,  perforated.  The  sole  difference 
between  the  two  stamps  consists  in  the  figure 
of  value.  The  watermark  of  the  3  c.  is  re- 
peated on  the  new  comer.  It  is  rather  a  dis- 
appointment to  find  that  choice  has  not  been 
made  of  a  new  type,  similar  to  that  adopted 
by  the  mother  country;  but  perhaps  it  is 
desired  to  perpetuate  the  currency  of  the 
original  Danish  design.  The  current  3  c. 
carmine  will,  it  is  said,  be  issued  perforated 
as  soon  as  the  stock  in  hand  is  exhausted. 

German  Empire. — Pursuant  to  a  notice  of 


the  Berlin  General  Post-office,,  dated  Srd 
March,  1873,  private  persons  can  now  send 
their  own  envelopes  to  the  officii,  to  be 
stamped  with  any  of  the  values  of  the  ex- 
isting adhesive  series,  but  not  less  than  a  thou- 
sand of  each  value  must  be  ordered,  and  the 
government  charge  for  stamping  that  num- 
ber is  7^  groschen.  The  two  ^  groschen 
envelopes  chronicled  by  us  some  time  since, 
must  have  been  struck  in  anticipation  of  the 
forthcoming  decree  (prior  to  the  issue  of 
which,  only  1  gr.  envelopes  were  stamped  to 
order),  and  it  appears  that  aU  the  other 
values  are  in  existence.  The  formalities 
to  be  complied  with  by  persons  who 
send  envelopes  for  stamping  are  the  same 
as  in  this  country,  except  that  no  re- 
striction is  placed-  on  the  colour  of  the 
paper.  The  liberty  of  choice  of  colour  has, 
we  believe,  already  been  used  and  abused  by 
German  stamp  speculators,  who  ai«  pn^ 
cecding  to  multiply  tints  and  shades  as  fast 
as  the  post-office  can  fill  their  orders.  The 
varieties  thus  obtained  are  totally  unworthy 
of  collection,  and  we  trust  a  decided  stand 
will  be  made  by  English  dealers  and  phil- 
atelists against  their  admission.  In  this 
instance,  be  it  remembered,  only  the  im- 
pressed stamp  is  of  official  origin,  and  if  it 
be  deemed  necessary  to  possess  evidence  of 
the  facility  for  stamping  which  has  just  been 
offered  by  the  German  post-office,  a  single 
copy  of  each  value  is  surely  sufficient  for  ihe 
purpose.  We,  for  our  part,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, should  prefer  copies  which  hare 
passed  the  post.  We  must  not  omit  to 
mention  that  bands  for  printed  matter  are 
also  stamped  to  order  with  the  ^  gr.  and 
1  kr.  stamps. 

The  companion  to  the  recently-noticed 
^  groschen  post  card — the  2  kreuzer — has 
made  its  appearance.  It  is  identical  with 
the  former  in  all  respects  except  the  value 
The  Philatelist  states,  however,  that  the 
specimens  of  the  2  kr.  which  it  has  received 
are  all  paler  in  colour  than  the  ^  gr.,  and  the 
letters  consequently  appear  thinner  than 
those  of  the  groschen  value,  but  this  (it 
observes)  may  be  accidental. 

Great  Britain. — ^We  have  been  favoured 
by  an  esteemed  correspondent  with  a  sight  of 
a  specimen  sixpenny  stamp  of  tha  current 
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type,  printed  a  greyish-jfroen,  of  exactly  the 
same  shade  as  the  eziBting'  96  c.  Hongkong. 
A  supply  in  the  new  colour  is  to  be  issued  pn 
this  Ist  of  April,  and  it  will  officially  supcr- 
nede  the  preceding  deep  brown  and  pale 
brown  impressions. 

United  States. — The  annexed  cnt  reprc- 
Bents  a  stamp  found  by  onr  friend  Mr. 
Tiffaaj  among  his  ooirespondence,  npon  a 
letter  dated  the  lOlh 
July,  1847,  and  com- 
municated by  him 
to  Le  Timh-e-Posle. 
I  It  is  printed  in  black 
'  on  the  ordinary  buff 
I  paper,  of  a  tint  simi- 
lar to  that  of  the  old 
United  States  enve- 
lopes, is  cut  round, 
as  shown  in  the  en- 
graying,  and  fastened  to  the  letter  by 
means  of  a  wafer.  Besides  the  label,  the 
letteralao  bears  anordiuary  date-stamp  struck 
hy  hand,  and  inscribed  alexasdria,  d.  c, 
(District  of  Colombia,  to  which  the  town  of 
Alexandria  then  belonged),  a  large  fignre  in 
»  rectangle,  and  the  word  paid.  Mr.  Tiffany 
sends  the  stamp  just  as  he  found  it,  and  is 
unable  to  say  whether  it  has  been  cut  from 
an  envelope,  or  clipped  round  through  a 
whim  of  the  sender.  He  hopes  soon  to  be 
able  to  fnrnish  further  particulars.  We 
confess  onrselves  to  being  rather  puzzled  as 
to  the  postal  ralne  of  this  stamp.  The  date 
above  mentioned  isposteriorto  theissueof  the 
first  series  of  government  stamps,  and  it  seems 
hardlypoaaiblethatinthedistrict  of  Columbia, 
close  t^  the  capital  itself,  any  difficnlty  could 
have  been  experienced  in  getting  a  supply  of 
the  latter.  Moreover,  it  would  appear  that 
the  word  paid,  and  the  figure  in  a  rectangle, 
formed  the  official  evidences  of  prepayment. 
In  short,  the  inscriptions  on  the  lal«l  are  all 
foQod  repeated  on  the  postmarks  struck  on 
the  letter.  In  reply  to  these  conjectures,  the 
ahsence  of  the  government  adhesive,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  other  post-offices  did  at 
that  period  issue  stamps  of  their  own  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public,  may  be  urged 
with  considerable  effect.  We  mnst,  therefore, 
suspend  judgment  until  the  information 
which  Mr.  Tiffany  hopes  to  obtain  arrives. 


Another  stamp,  of  nnccrtain  value,  was 
recently  chronicled  by  Le  Tim  hrC'TosU.  Its  de- 
sign ia  here  represented. 
The   only   known  copy 
is  handstmck  in  a  dull 
dark  blue,  on  the  cover 
of  a  letter  from  Hunts- 
ville  (Alabama),   dated 
"5  Supt."     We  are  en- 
tir.!ly  of  M.  Moens'  opin- 
ion, that  this  mark  is  not 
a  postage  stamp,  bat  simply  an  official  post- 
mark, possibly,  to  some  extent,  indicative  o£ 
payment.   The  circle  of  stars  is  also  evidently 
a  mere  <}ruameat,  without  any  emblematic 
meaning. 

New  Zealand.  —  A  correspondent  has 
kindly  sent  us,  by  the  mail  just  arrived,  a 
specimen  of  a  new  stamp  for  this  colony. 
It  is  for  newspaper  postage,  and  of  the  value 
of  one  hnlfpeiim/.  la  design  it  somewhat 
resembles  the  Knglish  halfpenny  adhesive, 
but  it  is  rectangular  in  shape,  and  has  an 
inscribed  marginal  label  above  and  scroll 
beneath  the  portrait,  which  is  in  a  plain' 
oval,  with  value  (jd.)  on  each  side.  It  bears 
the  inscription  new  Zealand  newspaper  post- 
AGR,  is  printed  in  pink  on  white  paper,  and 
perforated.  Next  month  we  will  give  an 
engraving  of  this  novelty. 

We  have'  been  favoured  with  a  sight 
of  the  crneer  stamp  which  has  been  dubbed 
with  the  title  of  the  "  abnormal  New 
Zealand."  It  is,  in  fact,  the  result  of  a 
very  unusual  error  or  accident  in  printing. 
The  sheet  from  which  it  was  cnt  must  have 
been  shifted  whilst  under  the  press,  and 
hence  a  kind  of  double  impression.  With 
the  first  stroke  of  the  press,  which  must  have 
been  a  faint  one,  the  upper  margin  and 
the  inscription  NEW  Zealand  were  printed,  to- 
gether with  some  faint  outlines  of  the 
portions  beneath  ;  the  paper  must  have  then 
been  di-awn  back  and  moved  slightly  to  the 
left,  and  the  lower  half  of  the  design  printed 
with  the  second  stroke.  The  consequence  ia 
a  stamp  almost  square,  about  three  quarters 
of  the  length  of  an  ordinary  impression,  with 
a  blurred  oval  centre,  in  which  the  bust,  as 
far  np  &s  the  necklace,  can  be  clearly  made 
out,  and  with  top  and  bottom  inscriptions 
perfectly  legible.     The  shifting  of  the  paper 
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to  the  left  is  shown  hj  the  fact  that  the 
lower  portion  of  the  detiiga  is  Btruclc  to  the 
left  of  the  upper.  The  col6iir,  the  star 
watermark,  and  the  gnm  are  all  those  of  an 
ordinary  stamp,  bnt  the  presence  of  a  New 
South  Wales  postmark — N.  B.  w. — in  the 
middle  of  three  concentric  ovals,  is  difficult 
to  account  for.  The  opinion  of  Sir  Daniel 
Cooper  is  that  probably  the  newspaper  from 
which  this  stamp  was  detached  was  posted 
too  late  to  receive  the  New  Zealand  post- 
mark (say,  on  hoard  the  mail  steamer),  and 
was  conseqnently  not  obliterated  until  its 
arrival  at  Sydney.  Its  posHessor  argues, 
and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  with  much  reason, 
that  at  least  a  row,  if  not  the  whole  sheetful 
of  stamps  mnat  have  been  composed  of  these 
"  abnormals." 

Switzerland.  — A  newspaperwrapper  stamp 
of  the  design  here  figured  has  boon  in  use 
since  the  I'st  of  February  of 
this  year.     It  is  struck  in  re- 
L     lief  to  the  left,  and  a  broad 
n    line  in  rose  runs  along  the  up- 
fl    per  and  lower  edges  of  the 
f     wrapper.     The  impression  is 
in  rose,  and  the  value  2  cent- 
imes.    There  is  also  a  5  c.  of 
the  same  type  and  colour,  and  a  5  c.  post 
card   is  said  to  exist ;  bnt   this  we  doubt. 
The  entire   absence   of  inscription  renders 
this  design  an  almost  unique  one. 

Tl'HKEIT. — The  emission  of  a  new  series  of 
stamps  at  Constantinople  is,  it  appears,  being 
discussed,  the  stock  of  the  existing  type 
being  almost  exhansted,  and  the  supply  of 
envelopes  having  already  disappeared  com- 
pletely. 

T.  B.  Morion  ^  Co.— We  are  informed  by 
Mr.  Panoponlo  that  Messrs.  Morton,  having 
withdrawn  their  steamers  from  the  line  be- 
tween the  Black  Sea,  the  Danube,  and  Con- 
stantinople, their  postal  service  has  conse- 
quently ceased  to  csist,  and  their  stamps  are 
obsolete. 

Austria. — The  use  of  post  cards  has  been 
extended  to  the  Levant,  the  Austrian  branch 
offices  there  and  in  other  parts  of  Turkey 
being  now  provided  with  cards  bearing  an 
impression  of  the  current  adhesive  type, 
in  Toie,  value  4  soldi,  by  which  communica- 
tions can  be  sent  from  one  office  to  another 


in  Turkey,  and  also  from  any  office  in  Turkey 
to  any  part  of  Germany.  The  card  is  like 
the  ordinary  Austrian,  and  bears  the  Italian 
inscription.  The  Austrian  post-office,  we 
may  here  appropriately  add,  ia  said  to  be  in 
negotiation  with  the  Turkish  government  for 
the  establishment  of  branch  posts  at  Scntiri, 
and  in  other  towns  in  Albania  and  Bosnta- 

LCSEMBOUHO, — New  unstamped  yellow,  red. 
and  Bolferino  coloured  post  cards,  with  Ger- 
man inscription,  printed  in  black,  have  made 
their  appearance ;  and  similar  cards,  with 
French  inscriptions  are  to  be  issued,  the 
whole  to  be  finally  followed  by  cards  bearing 
impi-essed  5  c.  stamps.  The  unstamped 
cards  just  out  are  of  both  kinds,  single  aod 
reply-paid.  By  an  official  notice,  it  appeus 
that  rural  letter  carriers,  when  delivering 
a  reply-paid  card,  may  wait  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  five  minutes  for  the  reply. 

We  have  just  received  the  20  c.  printed  in 
a  dark  greyish  brown,  a  shade  which  con- 
trasts strongly  with  the  former  warm  red- 
dish brown  of  this  stamp. 

Chili.' — Our  Valparaiso  correspondent  in- 
forms us  that  shortly  before  the  15th  Jannary 
two  more  values  of  the  new  envelope  series 
came  into  use,  viz.,  the  10  centavos  on  yello" 
tinted,  and  the  15  c.  on  white  paper;  both 
full  sized  envelopes ;  and  on  the  same  day 
the  5  c.  note  size  was  issued  on  yellow  tinted 
paper.  In  a  postscript  to  his  letter  (which 
is  dated  the  31st  January),  our  correspond- 
ent states  that  he  has  just  seen  the  5  c.  on 
white  and  on  yellow,  large  size  ;  and.  he  adds, 
the  supply  of  the  5  C.  on  bine  and  on  whiw 
is  for  the  present  exhausted.  The  entire 
supply  of  the  2  c.  and  20  c.  (of  which  fewest 
were  ordered),  was  lost  in  the  Taeora. 

Norway. — A  2  skilling  envelope  has  been 
issued ;  impressed  stamp  (same  as  the  ad- 
hesive) to  right,  and  the  same  flap  ornament 
(lion  nithin  a  crowned  shield)  as  on  theSsk. 
envelope. 

NEWFOiraoLASD. — Our  Brussels  contempo- 
rary states  that  on  this  1st  April  post  caids 
and  a  new  3  c.  adhesive  are  to  make  their 
appearance. 

ICELASD. — On  theauthorityof  our  Brighton 
contemporary,  we  chronicle,  by  anticipation. 
the  appearance  of  a  3  skilling  stamp  on  this 
1st  of  April. 
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Bavaria. — The  same  journal  states  that  an 
nnstamped  reply-paid  card  for  this  country 
has  been  issued,  with  black  inscriptions  on 
green. 

-^         -  r-  -I  ■  T  m~  ■     -  ■ 

A   NOVEL   RACE. 

PHOM  "all  the  year  ROUND." 

It  might,  perhaps,  have  been  thought  that 
the  ingenuity  of  man  had  been  so  thoroughly 
ransacked  that  a  new  description  of  race  was 
almost  an  impossibility;  but  it  has  been 
reserved  for  the  enterprising  gentleman  who 
rejoices  in  spiky  moustaches  and  the  title  of 
the  People's  Caterer,  to  demonstrate  the 
contrary. 

A  postman's  race  was  the  other  day  an- 
nounced to  take  place  at  North  Woolwich 
Grardens,  over  a  three-hundred-yards  course, 
planted  with  trees  at  a  distance  of  about  ten 
yards  from  each  other ;  to  each  tree  was  to 
be  affixed  a  number,  a  knocker,  and  a  letter- 
box, and  the  men  being  stiarted  in  heats  of 
four  (each  man  provided  with  the  same 
number  of  letters),  the  duty  of  each  com- 
petitor was  to  dehver  the  regulation  post- 
man's knock  at  each  tree,  drop  a  letter  in 
the  box,  and,  getting  over  the  ground  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  either  by  running  or 
walking,  to  return  to  the  starting-post.  To 
prevent  this  curious  race  from  resolving 
itself  into  a  mere  trial  of  speed — instead  of 
speed  and  accuracy  combined — the  whole 
sixty  letters  representing  the  number  of  leafy 
houses  to  be  called  at  in  going  and  return- 
ing, were  not  to  be  served  out  to  each  man, 
bat  a  dozen  letters  were  to  be  withdrawn 
at  random  from  each  batch,  while  a  single 
false  delivery  among  the  forty-eight  remain- 
ing numbers  was  to  distance  the  unfortunate 
blunderer.  Prizes  were  to  be  given  to  the 
winner  of  the  grand  heat,  the  winners  of 
the  trial  heats,  and  also  to  the  second  and 
third  in  each  heat. 

The  novelty  of  the  event,  and  the  pecu- 
liarly business-like  character  of  the  arrange- 
ment, attracted  my  attention,  and  it  was 
with  some  surprise  that  I  discovered  a  para- 
graph going  the  round  of  the  papers,  not 
only  stating  that  the  chiefs  of  the  postal 
department  declined  to  smile  official  sanc- 
tion on  the  undertaking,  but  were  throwing 


as  much  Qold  water  upon  it  as  possible.  That 
the  authorities  should  decline  to  take  any 
trouble  about  the  matter  was  conceivable 
enough,  but  it  appeared  to  your  contribufor 
that  they  certainly  travelled  out  of  the  re- 
cord in  administering  a  public  snubbing  to 
the  projector.  A  postman  when  he  gets  a 
holiday — no  very  frequeni;  occurrence— has 
clearly  as  good  a  right  to  attend  a  race,  or 
even  to  take  part  therein,  as  any  other 
citizen. 

Entertaining  some  grave  doubts  as  to  the 
probable  effect  of  the  official  wet  blanket 
thrown  over  the  project,  I  betake  myself  on 
a  fine  summer  afternoon  to  Fenchurch  Street 
Station,  and  proceed  to  discover  North 
Woolwich  Gardens.  Although  some  thou- 
sands of  people  are  there  present,  there  is  plenty 
of  room  for  everybody.  The  blue  uniforms 
of  the  postmen  pervade  the  entire  gardens, 
and  the  wives  and  families,  the  friends  and 
adherents  of  those  honest  fellows,  muster 
strongly.  The  swings  are  doing  a  roaring 
trade,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  huge  iron  round- 
about, of  the  bicycle  order  of  architecture, 
can  hardly  accommodate  the  numerous  cus- 
tomers, who  seem  hugely  to  appreciate  the 
fun  of  working  very  hard  to  spin — like 
horizontal  squirrels — round  in  a  circle. 

The  simple,  jovial  holiday-makers,  in 
short,  are  getting  on  very  well,  and  the 
laughter  of  merry  children  rings  sweetly  in 
the  summer  air,  especially  at  the  blissful 
moment  when  a  huge  tray  arrives  laden  with 
fragrant  tea,  mighty  heaps  of  shrimps  in 
their  ruddy  brown  armour,  whole  forests  of 
green  water-cresses,  and  bread-and-butter 
galore. 

But  the  postmen  entered  for  the  race  are 
beginning  to  collect  at  the  end  of  the  course 
— the  dark  blue  uniforms  gradually  sifting 
themselves  out  of  the  crowd  of  merry- 
makers— and  come  to  the  front  with  the  air 
of  men  who  have  a  great  undertaking  before 
them.  Some  few  of  the  competitors  have 
gone  to  the  length  of  laying  aside  their 
uniform  altogether,  and  attired  in  jerseys, 
with  over-coats  tied  round  their  necks  by 
the  sleeves  in  the  approved  athletic  style, 
contrive,  by  their  would-be  pedestrian  get- 
up,  to  slightly  mar  the  symmetry  of  some  of 
the  races. 
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The  People's  Caterer  ahd  his  merry  men 
are  busily  employed  clearing  the  conrse,  and 
the  general  public  relinquish  with  •evident 
reluctance,  the  new  and  delightful  amuse- 
ment of  trying  the  different  knockers,  a  sport 
which  has  kept  many  youths  and  maidens 
in  high  good  humour  during  the  after- 
noon, and  heavily -taxed  the  powers  of  much- 
enduring  paterfamilias  in  raising  his  olive 
branches  to  the  level  of  the  coveted  noise- 
producer.  The  course  is  cleared  at  last ;  the 
trees,  all  duly  accoutred  with  knocker,  box, 
and  number,  are  counted,  and  preparations 
are  made  for  the  start. 

At  last  all  is  ready,  and  the  four  men 
drawn  in  the  first  heat  stand  ready,  each  man 
with  his  packet  of  cards  in  his  hand.  One 
of  these,  the  stalwart  fellow  in  a  grey  jersey, 
is  a  good  specimen  of  that  well-known 
character  in  all  racing  matters— the  litigious 
competitor.  He  has  been  in  great  force  all 
the  afternoon,  asking  endless  questions,  and 
worrying  the  great  caterer  by  propounding 
to  him  knotty  points  as  to  disqualification, 
the  exact  meaning  of  each  and  every  one  of 
the  conditions,  the  choice  of  umpires,  and 
such-like  tough  and  uncomfortable  subjects. 
I  have  a  great  hope  that  he  will  be  beaten ; 
and  my  sympathies  are  undoubtedly  with 
the  lithe  young  fellow  in  plain  clothes,  who 
says  nothing,  but  takes  up  his  letters  and 
his  position  in  silence. 

The  word  is  given,  away  they  go,  and  at  a 
'  clipping  pace.  Rat-tat,  rat-tat,  rat-tat,  the 
air  seems  full  of  the  postman's  knock,  so 
rapidly  do  the  rat-tats  succeed  each  other. 
The  stout  competitor,  who  went  off  with  a 
tremendous  rush,  is  dropping  into  the  rear 
already,  and  his  interesting  family,  craning 
over  the  ropes  to  "  see  papa  win,"  Ls  doomed 
to  disappointment.  I  hope  the  discomfiture 
of  papa  on  this  occasion  will  not  shake  the 
faith  of  the  family  in  its  head.  By  Jove, 
the  litigious  man  is  leading ;  I  can  see  his 
detestable  grey  jersey  well  in  front.  They 
have  turned  the  corner,  and  are  now  racing 
back,  grey- jacket  has  lost  the  pride  of  place. 
The  quiet  man  leads;  rat-tat,  rat-tat,  rat-tat; 
grey-jacket  makes  a  final  effort,  but  the 
quiet  competitor  wins  in  a  canter. 

The  litigious  man  is  placed  second ;  and, 
true    to   the  last,   no   sooner   recovers    his 


breath  than  he  lodges  an  objection  against 
the  winner  for  going  on  the  wrong  side  of  a 
tree.  The  objector  takes  but  little  by  his 
motion  though,  for  number  one  has  gone 
over  Ihe  whole  course,  and  delivered  all  his 
letters  correctly,  so  the  objection  is  quietly 
overruled.  But  the  objector,  though  dis- 
posed of  officially,  hovers  about  for  hours  in 
a  discontented  manner,  and  putting  on  the 
air  of  one  who  has  been  deeply  wronged, 
pounces  like  a  sort  of  mail-carrying  ancient 
mariner  upon  any  unfortunate  wight  who 
may  be  weak  enough  -to  listen  to  the  yam  of 
the  litigious  one.  The  heats  now  follow  each 
other  in  rapid  succession,  and  the  interest  is 
well  kept  up  by  the  crowd  of  families  and 
sympathisers.  Meanwhile  twilight  falls 
softly  over  the  broad  river ;  the  lights  gleam 
brightly  from  the  Woolwich  shore ;  the  illn- 
mination  of  the  gardens  commences ;  mnsic 
strikes  up  on  the  platform,  and  dancing 
begins ;  but  my  dancing  days,  like  the  post- 
men's races,  are  things  of  the  past,  and, 
stepping  into  a  railway  carriage,  I  am  wwn 
once  more  in  London's  "  seething  cauldron." 

THE  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY,  LONDON. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at  Dr.  Viner's,  on 
Saturday,  the  15th  ultimo,  at  which  the 
president,  the  vice-president,  and  the  Baron 
Arthur  de  Rothschild,  exhibited  portions 
of  their  magnificent  collections  before  a  fuD 
attendance  of  admiring  amateurs.  One 
large  folio  volume  of  the  latter  member's 
contained,  in  most  respects,  an  unrivalled 
assortment  of  the  essays,  proofs,  and  va- 
rieties of  the  stamps  and  envelopes  of  Grreat 
Britain ;  which  was  matehed  with  a  similar 
collection  of  Mr.  Philbrick's.  Two  other 
volumes  of  the  Baron's  feasted  the  ejes 
with  the  emissions  of  some  of  the  Sonth 
American  States;  among  which  the  red 
^  centavo  Peru,  uncancelled  impressions  of 
the  yellow  ditto,  pages  of  varieties  of  the 
Buenos  Ayres  ships,  <fec.,  were  conspicnons; 
and  a  whole  sheet  of  the  5  centavos  of 
Montevideo,  showing  the  numerous  errors 
in  situ.  Among  other  curiosities,  we  re- 
marked a  pair  of  unsevered  2  reales  Ecuador 
stamps,  presenting  a  peculiarity  which  has 
escaped  notice  in  our  pages,  of  having  the 
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two  types, — viz.,  central  circle,  and  broad 
oval, — side  by  side.  The  African  collections 
of  the  president  and  vice-president  were 
mnch  admired.  In  the  latter  we  noticed  a 
variety  of  the  penny  Transvaal,  both  in  red 
and  black,  which  has  never  yet  been  chroni- 
cled in  this  or  any  other  magazine.  The 
stamps,  which  appeared  last  year  for  the 
first  time,  have  the  numerals  in  the  upper 
angles  set  in  distinct  frames.  The  pages  of 
varieties  of  the  rarest  early  Manritias  im- 
pressions, many  of  them  uncancelled,  ex- 
hibited by  the  last-named  gentlemen,  were, 
as  the  Scotch  say,  "a  sight  for  sair  een." 
Mr.  de  Ysasi  produced  an  amusing  illustra- 
tion of  the  carelessness  of  Spanish  officials, 
in  the  shape  of  an  envelope  posted  at 
Malaga,  passing  through  Madrid,  and  reach- 
ing London  in  due  time ;  but  the  Madrid 
postmark  bore  a  date  two  days  later  than 
the  time  of  arrival  at  its  destination — say, 
posted  in  Malaga,  Feb.  18th,  reachiiig  Madrid 
on  the  22nd,  and  arriving  in  London  on  the 
20th ! 

The  next  meeting  is  fixed  for  Saturday, 
the  12th  instant ;  the  stamps  of  Ceylon,  the 
Straits  Settlements,  Hong  Kong,  and  Shang- 
hai, being  chosen  for  exhibition  and  com- 
parison. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

Stamped  Newspaper  "Wrappers. — After  the  Slat 
•ultimo,  stamped  newspaper  wrappers  will  not  be  sold  to 
the  public  in  smaller  quantities  than  twelve,  or  multiples 
«of  twelve.  Concurrently  with  this  change,  the  two 
smaller-sized  wrappers  will  be  discontinued,  the  issue 
being  limited  to  ttie  larger-sized  wrapper  of  the  dimen- 
sions 12  inches  by  5  inches.  The  price  for  twelve  wrappers 
will  be  6|d. 

Postage  Entelopes  of  a  Square  Shape.— Postage 
envelopes  of  a  square  shape,  the  dimensions  of  which  are 
4}  inches  by  3  11-16  inches,  will  shortly  be  issued.  They 
will  be  sold  to  the  public  at  the  following  prices:— One 
for  Ijd. ;  two  for  2\A. ;  three  for  ^d. ;  four  for  4|d. ; 
6  for  6}d.;  eight  for  9d. ;  twelve  for  Is.  IW. ;  twentv- 
four  for  2s.  3d. ;  and  so  on.  The  postage  envelopes  of  the 
smallest  size,  viz.,  4  inches  by  2^  inches,  will  be  dis- 
continued. 

Post  Office  Tea. — There  has  been  formed  a  post- 
office  tea  association,  for  the  supply  of  pure  and  genuine 
tea.  The  packets  which  this  association  sends  out  are 
adorned  with  a  rough  imitation  of  the  penny  postage 
stamp,  reminding  one  somewhat  of  the  Mauritius  wood 
blocks.  Over  the  Queen's  profile  are  the  words  post 
OFFICE,  in  an  arrh ;  in  the  lower  margin  tea  t  and  in  the 
four  angles  are  the  letters  P.  o. — t.  a.  The  idea  of  calling 
the  tea  *•  post-office"  tea  is  rather  a  novel  one,  and  if  ex- 
tended might  yield  valuable  additions  to  advertising  no- 


menclature. Thus  we  might  have  the  sorter's  sugar,  tho 
letter-carrier's  coffee,  the  post-office  clerk's  sauce,  &c. 
The  last -named  article  might  be  apprc^n-iately  adorned 
with  a  vignette,  showing  the  manufacturer»*in  the  act  oC 
giving  it  to  the  public. 

Sale  of  M.  Beuobh- LEVRArLT's  GoLLEcnoN.— We 
understand  that  the  fine  collection  of  M.  Berger-Levrault, 
of  Strasbourg,  hat  recently  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Baron  Arthur  de  Rothschild  and  Mr.  Philbrick,  who  have 
made  the  acquisition  jointly.  This  collection,  commenced 
when  the  pursuit  was  in  its  earliest  stages,  is  remarkable 
In  many  respects :  more  particularly  for  an  almost  un- 
rivalled series  of  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  very 
strong,  also,  in  uncut  envelopes,  aiid  in  the  southern 
states  of  Europe.  We  hear  M.  Benrer-Levrault  has 
retained  the  portion  which  includes  the  French  stamps,  in 
which  he  possesses  some  almost  unique  essays  and  speci- 
mens :  but  the  two  gentlemen  who  thus  will  divide  the 
residue  of  the  collection  will  be  able,  by  addine  its 
treasures  to  their  own,  to  make  the  latter  beyond  all 
question  at  the  head  oi  the  French  and  English  collections 
respectively. 

Caution. — We  have  been  favoured  by  Mr.  Pemberton 
with  the  sight  of  some  foi^eries  of  the  1854  y  66  Philip- 
pines. The  10  cuartos  is  tolerably  well  imitated,  and 
might  deceive  semi-tyros.  The  points  of  difference  are  as 
follows : 


Genuine. 
65  upright. 
43^  pearls,  round  and  pretty 

regular. 
Lines  of  shading,  thick. 
Crown  of  head  left  white. 
Coronet  irregular. 
Intense  red. 


Forgery. 
65  sloping. 
40  pearls,   imperfect  and 

very  irregular. 
Lines  thinner. 
Head  filled  Mrith  lines. 
Coronet  regular. 
Dull  lake. 


There  are  a  5  c.  orange-buff,  a  1  real  indigo,  and  a 
2  reales  green,  evidently  from  the  selfsame  type,  values 
excepted.  These  being  nonexistent,  in  fact,  none  but  the 
veriest  tyro  need  warning  against  the  swindle.— 2'A« 
FhilaUliat, 

"  Postal  Matter." — We  have  been  informed  that  the 
much-abused  **  franking  privilege  "  granted  to  the  **  states- 
men" of  America,  is  to  oe  abolishra  from  the  1st  of  July 
next.  .  It  Mras  well  understood  that  many  We«tem  legis- 
lators, upon  arriving  at  Washington,  made  extraordinary 
use  of  their  franking  privilege.  Thus,  one  representative 
was  convicted  of  sending  his  dirty  linen  back  to  his  own 
State  to  be  washed,  and  of  having  it  returned  to  him,  when 
clean,  through  the  public  mails.  Kentucky  members  were 
suitpected  of  **  franking  "  kegs  of  Bourbon  whisky  from 
the  Ohio  to  the  Potomac;  and  Daniel  Webster  used  to 
tell  a  capital  story  of  having  dined  with  a  Pennsylvanian 
** statesman"  wno  interpreted  "postal  matter  '  as  in- 
cluding sucking  pigs,  upon  one  oi  which  he  entertained 
hb  friends  at  dinner  in  Washington.  The  enormous  use 
of  the  franking  privilege  has  long  tended  to  make  the 
arrears  of  the  post-office  department  exceptionally  heavy. 
For  many  years  the  late  Horace  Greeley  never  ceased  to 
lift  up  his  voice  at  this  *^ expensive  absurdity";  and 
honest  men  will  rejoice  to  hear  that  after  the  Ist  of  next 
July,  it  will  be  impossible  to  send  sucking  pigs  or  dirty 
linen  without  charge  through  the  American  mails.  ^ 

A  Clerk's  Perquisites. — Mr.  Parsons,  in  his  testi- 
mony before  the  investigating  committee  of  the  New  York 
Legislature,  having  declared  that  it  had  long  been  cus- 
tomary to  fee  clerks  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  public 
attention  has  been  turned  to  .the  men  who  have  occupied 
these  offices  in  previous  years,  and  the  curious  fact  is  dis- 
closed about  J.  JB.  Cushman,  of  Utica,  clerk  of  the  Assem- 
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bly  from  1862  to  1866«  thnt  he  has  since  bad  a  great  store 
of  postage  stamps,— the  old  red  kind  that  were  in  use  before 
they  went  saperseded  by  the  blue,  and  these  again  by  the 
groen  ones  now  in  use.  So  large  a  supply  of  stamps  hat 
Mr.  Cushman  had  on  hand  that  he  has  not  only  paid  poet- 
age  with  them,  but  has  used  them  to  pay  such  items  as 
a  suit  of  clothes,  and  no  longer  a^  than  last  summer  he 
paid  for  cotton  clotb,  bought  at  a  Utica  mill,  with  stamps.' 
When  it  is  considered  that  the  Assembly,  for  the  five  years 
Mr.  Cushman  Wasconnected  with  it,  expended  over  166,000 
for  postage,  according  to  the  official  figures,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  there  were  some  stamps  left  over ;  but  one  would 
suppose  that  thoy  belonged  to  the  State,  instead  of  being 
one  of  the  perquisites  of  the  clerk.  Mr.  Cushman  is  now 
one  of  the  assistant  clerks  of  the  Senate,  at  Washington, 
and  as  tho  Senate  does  not  use  stamps,  we  are  glaJ  to 
know  that  he  is  beyond  the  present  reaon  of  temptation. — 
Springfield  (Mass.,  U.S.)  MtpuUiean, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  STAMP  EXCHANGE  CLUB. 
To  the  Sditor  of  **TaE  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Deak  Sir, — In  last  month's  number  I  see  your  cor- 
respondent, "B.  C.  del  C,"  advocates  a  sort  of  Stamp  Ex- 
change Society,  which  I  think  would  certainly  prove  very 
beneficial  to  stamp  collectors,  in  helping  them  to  get  rid 
of  their  duplicates,  instead  of  alwavs  having  to  buy  new 
ones.  Why  could  not  something  of  this  kind  be  started 
in  London,  or  any  other  convenient  place  on  this  side  of 
the  water — in  fact,  a  sort  of  stamp  club  where  collectors 
could  meet  ?  Of  course  there  would  be  the  room,  &c.,  &c., 
to  pay  for ;  but  I  think  that  difliculty  might  be  got  over 
by  a  small  entrance  fee  and  an  annual  subscription.  I 
think  if  something  of  this  kind  could  be  done  it  would 
meet  with  support. 

I  remain, 

Yours  truly, 

S/ouffh,  P.  W.  B. 


FISCAL  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  of  ^^Thb  Stamp-Collectou'8  Magazine." 

Sir,— I  quite  endorse  the  statements  of  **  Quelqu'un  ** 
as  to  collecting  fiscal  stamps.  Such  a  collection  could  not 
fail  to  be  most  unsatisfactory.  In  the  first  place  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  get  specimens  of  the  impressed 
stamps  u^  on  English  le^al  documents,  except  at  a  most 
enormous  cost,  and  for  this  reason  :  Stamps  upon  deeds, 
probates,  &c.,  are  not,  like  postage  stamps,  of  no  legal 
value  after  they  have  been  used.  They  must  remain  af- 
fixed to  the  documents,  in  order  to  show  that  the  proper 
dut^  has  been  paid  thereon,  inasmuch  as  no  document 
which  is  not  duly  stamped  can  be  produced  in  evidence  in 
a  court  of  law,  except  on  payment  of  a  heavv  penalty ; 
and  since,  in  certain  cases,  it  is  necessary  to  sfiow  a  title 
of  sixty  years,  of  course  the  stamps  on  all  the  documents 
within  that  period  must  be  presei-ved  intact. 

Again :  if  once  fiscal  stamps  be  admitted,  there  is  no 
reason  why  chancery,  common  law,  probate  and  bank- 
ruptcy fee  stamps  should  not  be  collected .  They  certainly 
offer  as  much  interest  as  the  others,  and  manv  (the  pro- 
bate fee  stamps  especiallv)  are  most  beautiful  specimens 
of  engraving.  Many  of  the  values  are,  however,  very- 
high,  and  used  specimens  would  be  almost  unattainable. 

Yours  truly, 

Timperley,  Chethire,  G.  H.  H. 


THE  PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS. 
To  the  Editor  of  '*  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Drar  Sir, — May  I  be  permitted  through  youroolunnt 
to  offer  a  suggestion  to  Mr.  Overy  Taylor.  Tbere  is  na 
part  of  your  magazine  more  interesting  to  me  than  the 
excellent  **  Papers  for  Beginners."  But  although  they 
first  began  to  appear  about  two  years  ago,  they  have  not  as 
yet  proceeded  further  than  Germany.  Thu  being  the 
case,  what  a  time  we  must  wait  before  they  get  as  far  u 
Australia!  We  shall  all  be  grey-headed,  and  by  no 
means  **  Beginners  "  by  the  time  the  papers  have  come  to 
an  end.  Under  these  circurostancea,  i  hope  I  shall  be 
pardoned  if  I  suggest  that  Mr.  Overy  Taylor  snould  publidi 
a  series  of  **  Papers  for  Beginners,'  embracing  rtvry 
country,  in  the  lorm  of  a  book,  that  we  may  all  pn^t 
thereby.  Trusting  that  gentleman  will  give  my  6«^ge^ 
tions  the  consideration  I  feel  sure  they  merit. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

Barnard  Cattle.  A  YOUNG  COLLECTOR. 


EIGHT-AND-SIXPENCE- WORTH  OF  RUBBISH. 
To  the  Editor  ©/""The  STAMP-CoLLEcroR'a  MAOAZurz." 

Sir,— There  is  a  sort  of  satisfaction  in  knowing  that 
you  are  not  thaonly  one  who  has  been  rictimised  by  an  in- 
genious scamp.  On  reading  the  current  number  of  Tt§ 
Stamp- Collector**  Magazine  \  find  quoted  in  your  monthly 
review  of  contemporaries  a  letter  from  "  A  Victim  "  w 
M.  Ernest  Stoltze,  of  Brunswick,  to  The  Vhilattliit.  I 
was  another  of  his  chosen  ones.  As  in  "A  Victim's" 
case,  1  was  from  h^me ;  had  I  been  there,  I  should  not 
have  received  a  pareel  with  eight-and-sixpenoe  to  pay, 
without  any  advice  of  it  from  tlie  person  sending.  It 
was  sent  to  me  by  jxwt  from  my  home,  and  on  opening  1 
found  its  contents  identical  with  those  describeo  by  the 
correspondent  above  referred  to.  At  first  I  thonght  of 
writing  to  Stoltze,  but  then  the  old  proverb  about  throw- 
ing good  money  after  bad  came  into  my  mind,  so  I  let  the 
matter  rest,  and  paid  for  the  dearest  packet  I  ever  bought 
I  sincerely  hope  that  our  friend  has  got  hid  deserts,  and, 
enclosing  my  card, 

I  remain. 

Yours  trulr, 

London^  W.  AT^OTHER  VlCmi. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

L.  W.  M.,  Valparaiso. — Many  thanks  for  your  obliging 
communication  of  Slst  January.  The  following  answer 
will  reply  also  to  your  query  as  to  Mr.  Pembertoo'i 
joumal. 

Another  Victim,  London,  \f,—The  PhiUtdieel 
Journal  is  no  longer  in  existence.  It  was  published  by 
Messrs.  J.  R.  Grant  &  Co.,  18,  Paradise  Street,  Binnin|r- 
ham.  The  projected  quarterly  issue,  we  understand,  will 
not  take  place. 

G.  H.  H.,  Timperley.— We  do  not  think  the  issue  of 
the  stamps  of  Bergen,  Drammens,  and  Drontheim  is  in 
any  special  manner  sanctioned  by  the  Norwegian  goveni- 
ment.  The  emission,  as  we  take  it,  is  simply  permitted ; 
and  the  work  of  the'  private  offices  is  confined  to  the 
delivery  of  letters,  &c.  With  Helsingfors  and  Taramer- 
fors  the  case,  we  apprehend,  is  different.  The  inscriptioa 
8TAD6POST  ou  these  stamps  would  seem  to  signify  that  the 
postal  service  is  undertaken  by,  or  in  the  name  of,  the  it* 
spective  towns. 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— Tfo.  XXVII. 

EUROPE. 

(Smnang. 

THE  NORTH  GERMAN  CONFEDE RATIOS. 
The  Confederation  called  into  existence  b^ 
the  war  of  1866  was  esaentiallj  a  provisional 
one,  intended  to  pave  the  way  for  that  ffreat«r 
combination  which  resulted  from  the  Franco- 
German  campaign.  It  lasted  only  four 
years,  and  gave  birth  to  but  one  emisBion, 


properly  so  called  ;  but  it  ie  ft  remarkable  il- 
lustration of  the  complex  nature  of  pontal 
arrangements  in  the  present  day,  that  that 
emisBion  comprises,  all  told,  no  less  than 
twenty-Beven  stamps,  more  or  less  entitled  to 
the  distinctive  epithet  of  "postage."  Be- 
sidea  the  duplicate  series  of  ordinary  pre- 
paying Btamps,  we  End  a  special  label  for 
the  local  service  of  a  semi -in  dependent  city, 
a  conple  of  envelopes,  a  couple  of  newspaper 
bands,  a  duplicate  set  of  "  Bcrvicc  "  stamps, 
ftnd  a  pair  of  registration  stamps.  Even  in 
a  rudimentary  article  like  the  present  the 
enumeration  of  all  the  values  seems  almost  a, 
snperflnons  occupation  of  space;  I  may, 
therefore,  I  think,  confine  myself  to  a  rapid 
glance  at  the  few  pecnliarities  which  the 
(  presents.  With  regard  first  to  the 
n :  certain  of  the  values  of  the  franking 
t  proper,  and  possibly  all,  show  the 
figure  of  value  shaded.  At  flrat  sight  the 
centre  of  the  figure  appears  to  be  filled  by  a 
thick  solid  vertical  line  and  two  thin  lines, 
but  a  closer  inspection  shows  that  the  middle 
line  is  formed  of  a  diagonal  shading,  the 
lines  of  which  run  from  right  to  left.  In 
the  normal  type  the  centre  of  the  figure  is 
quite  white.  The  1  groschcn  and  I  kreuzer 
and  3  kr.  are  the  only  valnes  in  which  the 
diagonal  shading  has  been  remarked,  but  it 
may  well  ho  that  the  variety  is  exemplified 
in  all  the  values. 


All  the  valnes  of  the  franking  series  proper 
exist  both  pierced  (pei-cei')  and  hole- perfora- 
ted. They  were  first  issued  perc4t,  and  the 
perforating  machine  was  called  into  action 
as,  and  when,  fresh  supplies  were  issued. 
The  printing  of  these  fresh  supplies  gave  rise 
to  certain  more  or  less  marked  differences  in 
shade;  thus  the  ^  gr.,  1  gr.,and  2  gr.  are  found 
in  shades  varying  from  light  to  dark  of  their 
respective  colours.  These  yariations  call  for 
no  special  attention,  but  the  change  from 
a  mere  perfage  to  perforation  requires  to  be 
noted. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  stamps  iost 
referred  to  were  iasued  watennarked.  In  a 
Belgian  paper  an  approximate  engraving  of 
the  watermark  was  given,  but  after  a  careful 
examination  of  many  copies  I  can  but  concur 
in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  editor  of  this 
magazine,  that  the  pretended  watermark  is 
nothing  bnt  a  mottling  in  the  paper,  unde- 
serving  of  notice.  Such  an  almost  imper- 
ceptible change  in  the  appearance  of  the 
back  of  the  stamp  as  this  mottling  produces, 
can  never  have  been  intended  to  servo  as  a 
means  of  distinguiBhing  genaine  stamps  from 

The  stamp  issued  specially  for  Hamburg 
is  a  peculiar  one.     It  has  no  ccnti-al  device, 

and  the  value  (half  schit-      ^^.^._^^^^^^^^^ 
ling)  is  not  indicated,      ^t    ]  E  n  f 

remained  in  use,  I  believe,   ;  j  M\ 

as  long  as  the  other  atampa  ^B  mE 

of  the  series,  and  was  used   ^  li  jl  c 

for  the  city  postage.     It   j  I  ffl  c 

would  be  curious  to  know   \vk  jp  ^ 

on  what  grounds  the  pri-   '  B  5  ^ 

vilege  of  employing  a  spe-      ■-'rn'^'-"'^'"-"" 
cial  stamp  was  conceded  to  Hamburg,  M-hilsfc 
it  was  withheld  from  two  other  free  cities — 
Bremen  and  Lubcck. 

The  registration  stamps — so  called  for 
want  of  a  better  title — are  remarkable  for 


the  comparative  fineness  of  their  engraving. 
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It  is  also  worthy  of  note  tliat  the  plan  of 
printing  these  .stftmpa  on  gold- beaters'  skin, 
iuitirttt'd  by  the  Pmssian  adminjst ration, 
was  not  coiitiutied  by  the  Confi-deration 
ofticials.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these 
BtampB  should  have  been  obliterated  by  pen- 
marks,  as  snch  marks  are  far  less  sightly 
than  the  ordinary  impression  from  a  hand- 
stamp,  and  unuHed  copies  are  difficult  to 
obtain. 

The  service  stamps  for  the  two  sections  of 


the    Confederation 


).k,   the  krc 


di  sting  aished  from 
each  other,  not  only  by 
the  difference  in  deno- 
mination, bnt  also  by  a 
difference  in  the  colour 
of  the  ground.  Whilst 
the  groschen  set  is 
printed  in  black  on 
a  light  brown  frround- 
re  printed  in  black  on 


Of  eni'elopes,  properly  so  called,  only  two 
were  issued,  the  1  gi'.' and  the  3  kr.,  both 
rose ;  but  a  number  of  "  converted "  en- 
velopes of  the  absorbed  states  were  issued. 
I'erhajis,  in  strictness,  the  collection  of  all 
the  i"'.r/'/-/o«r  varieties  should  be  advocated; 
bnt  hi)wever  interesting  such  a  number  of 
vftrietics  iiKiy  be  to  advanced  collectors,  it 
can  hardly  be  expected  that  beginners  should 
feel  equally  desirous  of  obtaining  them  all. 
However,  the  best  plan  will  be  to  explain  the 
mode  of  conversion,  and  leave  the  readci-s  of 
these  papers  to  judge  for  themselves  as  to  the 
collectable  value  of  the  varieties.  The  enve- 
lopes used  were  those  of  Prussia,  Sarony, 
Brunswick,  Mecklcnbnt^-Strelitz,  and  Olden- 
burg. Over  the  impressed  stamps  on 
these  envelopes  wei-e  stuck  adhesive  stamps 
of  the  Confedei-ntion.  After  the  adhe- 
nivm  were  attached  the  envelopes  were 
brought  under  a  die,  from  which  an  impres- 
Kion  in  pale  grey,  of  a  rectangular  shape, 
ab.iut  i;  in.  by  1  in.  was  struck.  This  rect- 
angular stamp,  with  l^>unded  cornei-s,  was 
filled  with  minute  repetitions  of  the  inscrip- 
tion—nordhkutsuhkh  m'!T  BEziRK.  It  flat- 
teiicil  the  embossed  stamp,  covered  the  ad- 
hesive label,  and  left  a  broad  margin  of  erev 
all  .-onad.  The  only  envelopes  to  which  thU 
gi-ey  surcharge  almie  would  not  apjily  were 


the  Oldenbui^,  of  which  the  emhossed  oval 
stamps  were  so  large,  that  to  cover  them  it 
was  necessary  to  print  off  a  special  supply  of 
adhesives,  with  an  eighth-of-an-inch  of  mar- 
gin every  way.  These  were  used  to  hide  the 
embossed  stamp,  and  then  the  grey  impres- 
sion was  struck. 

The   valuet   of  the  envelopes   thus  Bnr- 
chargcd  with  adhesives,  are  as  follows : — 
Surcharged  imth  a  1  gr.  adhetive. 

1861.  Prussia,  1,  3,  s.gr. ;  6  pf . ;  9  kr. 
1863-5.  Saxony,  \,  1,  2,  3,  5  s.gr. 
1865.  Brunswick,  1,  2  s.gr. 

1864.  Mecklenbure-Strelitz,  1,  2,  3,  s.gr. 

1862.  Oldenbui^,  I,  1,  2,  3,  s.gr. 
Surr.harged  with  a  2  gr.  adhetive. 

1863.  Prussia,  2  s.gr. 
„       Saxony,  2  s.gr. 

Surcharged  with  a  3  hr.  adheiicf. 
1867.  Prussia,  1,  2,  3,  6,  9  kr. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  only  twenty- 
three  values  were  operated  on,  the  sixty-fncr 
varieties  being,  in  fact,  made  up  of  surcharges 
on  different  sized  envelopes. 

I  must  not  omit  to  state  that  the  currenrj 
of  the  Confedcratioa  series  was  initiated  W 
the  issue  of  the  adhesives  for  public  use 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1868,  and  termiaated 
by  the  issue  of  the  first  series  for  the  German 
tmpirc,  on  the  15th  December,  1871. 
GERUAN  EUFtItt:. 
The  stamps  inscribed  deutschk  eelchpost 
weit  issued  as  above  stated  on  the  15th  Uc- 
cember,  1871,  though  their  general  currency 
may  fairly  be  dated  from  New  Years  Day 
of  1872.  No  c'laags  in  iIk- 
;  postal  rates  or  arranjjjment* 
marked  the  t     '    ' 


the  coloi 


s  tUa 


hose  of  the  corrcspomliair 
■aluos  in  the  prwwliiiK 
cries.    As  originally  innujJ. 

*  thefirst  German  series  com- 
prised the  following  denominatiuns : — 

Adhesives    <    i    s'  A   -  li  i 

(    1,  2,  3,  *,  18  ki-cDEer. 

Wrapper      J    J  ^; 

Envelope — 1  gr. 


3kr. 

Registration  Sla: 


-1",  *) 
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Aboat  the  middle  of  last  year  the  ^  gr., 
originally  issued  in  orange-red,  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  a  dull  yellowish  orange. 

On  the  1st  June,  1872,  the  issue  of  a 
second  series  of  adhesives  was  commenced, 
differing  from  the  first  only  in  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  eagle  and  the  introduction  of 
'certain  modifications  in  its  design.  The 
stamps  with  enlarged  eagle,  though  the 
difference  be  only  a  secondary  one,  must  be 
considered  as  forming  a  distinct  series,  the 
change  affecting  to  a  certain  extent  the 
central  design,  and  being  made  intentionally 
and  for  an  important  reason,  viz.,  to  bring 
the  representation  of  the  eagle  on  the  post- 
age stamp  into  conformity  with  the  shape 
and  bearings  decided  on  by  the  heralds  for 
the  imperial  arms. 

In  this  second  series  all  the  above-men- 
tioned adhesive  values  are  represented,  plus 
two  new  denominations  which  appeared  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  year,  viz.,  the  2|  gr. 
and  9  kr.,  both  printed  light  brown. 

The  post  cards,  being  (until  lately)  un- 
unstamped,  possess  but  comparatively  little 
interest.  The  registration  stamps  are  identi- 
cal with  those  of  the  North  German  Con- 
federation, excepting  in  so  far  as  concerns 
the  inscription. 

With  regard  to  the  envelopes,  only  the 
1  gr.  and  the  3  kr.  exist  of  the  first  series, 
but  all  the  values  of  the  second  are  now 
being  printed  off,  private  persons  being  al- 
lowed to  send  envelopes  to  be  stamped  with 
any  existing  denomination, — subject,  of 
course,  to  certain  necessary  restrictions. 
Varieties  without  number,  and  without  value 
from  a  philatelical  point  of  view,  will  thus  be 
produced,  and,  reitoi'ating  the  advice  given 
last  month  in  the  article  on  new  issues,  I  can 
only  say  that  one  single  specimen  of  each 
denomination  should  suffice. 

I  have  not  touched  on  the  field-post  enve- 
lopes of  the  Confederation  or  the  Empira,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  unadvisable  to  notice  hybrid 
issues  with  which  the  general  public  has  no- 
thing to  do.  For  a  similar  reason  the  stamps 
of  the  various  invalid  associations  appear  to 
me  to  be  undeserving  of  special  attention. 


THE  CITY  DELIVERY  POSTS  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 

BY  C.   H.  COSTEB. 

The  California  Penny  Post  Co. — Since 
writing  on  this  post  (vol.  x.,  p.  148)  I  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  another 
variety  of  the  Penny  Post  Company's  envelope. 
It  is  printed  in  black  on  a  3  cents  envelope 
of  the  1853  issue,  and  does  not  bear  the  usual 
round  handstamp  of  the  company.  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  several  minor  varieties 
of  type  B  (illustrated  in  my  first  paper) 
exist,  but  I  may  be  able  to  speak  more 
definitely  on  this  point  before  long. 

Our  attention  must  next  be  directed  to 
five  city,  delivery  posts  which  I  have  traced 
through  the  directories  of  1860  to  1868. 

First.— 
1862-3.  California  City  Letter  Express,  4 1 8,  Washington  St. 
1864-5.       do.  do.  424,  do. 

1866.         do.  do.  316,  do. 

I  have  no  particulars  T^hatever  in  regard  to 
this  post,  nor  do  I  even  know  whether  it 
issued  postage  stamps.  However,  for  the 
sake  of  completeness,  I  include  it  in  my  list. 

Second, — 

1860.  Sun  Francisco  Letter  Exp  .ess,  Van  Dyke  and  Early, 

162,  Montgomery  Stre.'t. 

1861.  San  Francisco  Letter  Express,  G.  E.  Early,  630, 

Montgomery  Street. 

1862.  San  Francisco  Letter  Express,  S.  W.  Corner,  Mont- 

gomery and  Merchant  Street  (proprietor's  name 
not  given). 

History  has  also  left  us  in  the  dark  as  to  this 

Express.     Possibly  it  sold  out  to  Robinson. 

Thlnl— 
1862-3.  San  Francisco  Letter  Express   (also   found   as 

"  S.  F.  City  Letter  Express"),  John  C.  liobiuson, 

748,  Washington  Street. 
1834.  Citv  Letter  Express  (also  found  as  "jCity  Express"), 

Jjennis  Gahagan,  423,  Washington  Street. 

Grahagan,  who  succeeded  to  the  Express  in 
1864,  was  previously  to  that  time  a  carrier 
for  Robinson.  He  associated  with  him  one 
C.  E.  B.  Howe,  although  this  last  mentioned 
gentleman's  name  is  not  found  in  the  direc- 
tory in  this  connection.  Gahagan  subse- 
quently died  or  left  the  concern,  which  was 
sold  out  to  W.  E.  Loomis.  Mr.  Howe  died 
in  San  Francisco  only  a  few  months  ago. 

*  Fourth.— 

1864-6.  City  Letter  Express,  Ooo.  A.  Cames  (also  found 
misprinted  as  *' Cames"),  23,  Goveninjent  Liouse. 
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1866.  City  Letter  Express,  Geo.  A.  Games,  S.  £.  Comer 
of  Washington  and  Sansome  Street. 

This  Express  also  sold  out  to  W.  E.  Loomis. 

1866,  1867,  1868,  and  1869.  City  Letter  and  Package 
Express,  Wm  £.  Loomis,  S.  £.  Comer,  of  Wash- 
ington and  Sansome  Street. 

As  will  be  seen  by  reading  the  above,  Mr. 
Loomis  was  the  snecessor  of  Grahagan  and  of 
Games.  He  continued  his  Express,  in  con- 
junction with  a  stationery  business,  until  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  when  he  abandoned  it,  as 
he  found  that  the  extra  inducements  in  the 
way  of  prompt  delivery  throughout  the  city, 
held  out  by  the  U.  S.  Post-office  in  San 
Francisco,  interfered  very  largely  with  his 
success. 

As  already  stated,  I  have  no  reason  for 
supposing  that  the  California  City  Letter 
Express  Company  issued  stamps.  We  must 
therefore  proceed  with  those  issued  by  the 
firm  of 

VAN   DYKE   &   EARLY. 

HandstrucJc  on  envelopes. 

(A).  Oblong  frank,  in  shape  not  unlike 
the  common  Wells,  Fargo,  &  Co.,  reading  sax 

FRANCISCO   CITY   LETTER   EXPRESS,  in  twO  HueS. 

Impressed  in  black  at  top  of  a  white  enve- 
lope, bearing  a  perforated  one  cent  United 
States  adhesive,  and  cancelled  san  francisco, 
JUNE  21,  1860. 

(B).  Same  as  last,  but  impressed  in  blue  on 
an  ordinary  yellow  envelope,  across  the  end  of 
which  is  a  similarly  shaped  affair,  enclosing 
a  small  transverse  oval  in  centre,  with  "rec'd" 
to  left  and  **  M  "  to  right. 

(C).  I  can  only  give  a  very  general  de- 
scription of  this  rarity,  having  never  seen  it. 

SAN     FRANCISCO     LETTER     EXPRESS,    SUrrOUndcd 

by  a  rectangular  oblong  frame.-  Blue  on  buff 
envelope. 

J.    C.    ROBINSON. 

Adhesives, 

I  give  below  descriptions  of  all  the  franks 
l)caring  the  name  of  Mobinaon  of  which  I  have 
over  heard.  It  is  quite  Kkely  that  some  of 
them  were  issued  by  other  parties  of  the 
same  name,  instead  of  by  the  manager  of  the 
**  San  Franciso  Letter  Express."  (Those  to 
which  an  asterisk  is  prefixed  are  noted  either 
by  Dr.  GrAv  or  M.  Berger-Levrault). 


Adhesives, 

(I*).  ROBINSON  &  CO.  ONE  CENT.  Rect- 
angular ;  coloured  impression. 

Brown  on  blue. 
Black  „  blue. 
Red       „   green. 

(2*).  ROBINSON  &  CO.  SAN  FRANaSCO  EX- 
PRESS, PAID.     Oblong. 

Black  on  yellow. 

Printed  on  envelopes. 

(A).  ROBINSON  Sd  co.*s  EXPRESS  above; 
PAID  below.  Bear  in  centre ;  hills,  trees,  Ac. 
in  background.  The  whole  enclosed  in  a 
double  fined  oblong  frame,  pointed  at  top. 
Black  on  3  c.  buff  1864  United  States  enve- 
lope. 

(B*).  ROBINSON  &  CO.'S  SAN  FRANCISCO  EX- 
PRESS.    Scroll.     Blue  impression. 

Handstruck  on  envelopes. 

(C).  A  correspondent  mentions  a  small 
oval  handstamp,  reading   robin  son  &  CO., 

CITY   DELIVERY. 

GAHAGAN   &  HOWE. 

Adhesives. 

(1).  G.  &  H.  in  centre;  city  delitekt 
curved  above ;  ban  francisco  in  straight  line 
at  bottom ;  "  5  "  in  comers.  The  whole  en- 
closed in  an  oblong  rectangular  frame,  formed 
by  one  heavy  line,  with  a  border  of  scallops 
inside. 

Blue,  on  thin  white  paper. 

(2).  Larger  than  preceding,  o,  &  H.— 
paid  in  centre ;    city   express  above ;    423* 

WASHINGTON  ST.,  S.  E.  COR.  SANSOME,  in  twO 

lines  at  bottom.     Frame  like  last 

Blue  on  white. 

(3).  Similar  to  No.  2,  with  address 
changed  to  s.E.  corner  Washington  and  sis- 
SOME  STS.  Frame  of  dotted  diamonds,  with 
ornaments  at  angles.  Black  impression  on 
white  paper. 

(4).  I  might  very  properly  designate  this 
number  "The  Unknown  Adhesive,"  for  I 
learn  that  there  does  exist  at  least  one  more 
variety  which  I  have  not  seen,  and  must 
therefore  leave  its  description  to  its  fbrtonate 
possessor. 
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Handsiruck  on  envelopes, 

(A).  SAN  FRANCISCO  above ;  letter  ex- 
press below;  horseman  riding  to  left  in 
centre.     OvaJ. 

Bine,  on  various  ordinary  envelopes. 
(This  may  have  been  also  nsed  by  Robinson, 
prior  to   the  transfer  of    his    business    to 
G.  &  H.) 

(B).  CITY  G.  &  H.  EXPRESS  at  top;  423 
WASHN.  ST.  s.  E.  COR.  in  centre;  sansomb  st. 
below.     Double  lined  oval.     Blue. 

(C).  I  also  hear  of  one  similarly  shaped, 
but  smaller  than  last,  and  struck  in  black. 

(D).  Also  of  another  much  smaller,  and 
inscribed  a.  &  H. ;  likewise  a  black  impres- 
sion. 

(E).      CITT  LETTER   DELIVERY,    S.    E.    CORNER 

WASHINGTON  AND  SANSOME,  in  scallopped  oval, 
on  plain  yellow  envelope. 

I  must  thank  Mr.  Philbrick  for  his  kind- 
ness in  forwarding  description  of  B,  which 
was  unknown  to  me. 

GEO.   A.    CARNES. 

Adhesivcs, 

(1).  Transverse  oval,  inscribed  carnes' 
CITY  LETTER  EXPRESS.     Bear  in  centre. 

Rose  on  white. 

The  value  of  this  stamp  was  5  c. 

(2).  Same,  with  x  struck  across  in  blue, 
altering  its  value  to  10  cents.  This  was 
principally  used  on  St.  Valentine's  day,  Mr. 
Games  charging  double  his  usual  rates  for 
delivering  valentines. 

(3).  Larger  than  preceding.  Oblong  en- 
closing oval,  reading  carnes*  ban  francisco 
LETTER  EXPRESS.  Angles  filled  with  radiat- 
ing  lines,  and  monetary  value  in  small  ovals. 
Bear,  surmounted  by  star,  in  centre. 

Black,  blue,  red,         )      all  on  ordinary 
bronze,  silver,  gold,   J        white  paper. 

(4).  Very  large  transverse  oval,  enclosing 
carnes'  city  LETTER  EXPRESS.  Value  in 
centre. 

15  cents  rose  on  white. 

(5).     Similar  to  last,  but  reading  carnbs 

&   CO.,  CITY   PACKAGE    EXPRESS,  621    MONTG.    ST. 

15  cents  rose  on  white. 


25 


i» 


»» 


V 


«» 


Handstamp  on  envelope, 

CITY  LETTER  EXPRESS  in  doublc  lined  oval. 
Blue,  on  ordinary  envelope. 

Before  going  any  further  I  would  add,  that 
in  regard  to  types  3  and  5  of  Carnes*  stamps 
I  must  confess  complete  ignorance;  or, 
rather,  I  should  say,  that  I  have  received 
from  various  sources  such  entirely  contra- 
dictory statements  as  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  issued,  that  I  give  up  the 
subject,  in  despair  of  ever  arriving  at  any 
satisfactory  conclusion.  It  seems  to  me, 
however,  that  we  shall  not  go  far  wrong  in 
placing  them  in  the  same  category  as  the 
golden-hued  trio  of  Boyd*s,  Hussey*s  S.  M. 
Post,  and  the  Indian  head  and  General 
Grant  types  of  Westervelt's.  I  am  informed 
by  a  correspondent  that  type  4  is  above  sus- 
picion. 

WM.    E.    LOOMIS. 

Adhesive. 

(1)*  Similar  to  1  of  Carnes',  but  with 
proprietor's  name  cut  from  the  plate.  Below 
the  oval  frame  has  been  added  s.  E.  cOR. 
wash'n.  and  sans'e. 

Rose  on  white. 

Owing  to  the  clumsy  way  in  which  the  word 
carnes  was  erased,  almost  all  specimens 
show  traces  of  either  the  c  or  the  s. 

Loomis,  who,  it  will  be  remembered, 
bought  out  both  Gahagan  &  Howe  and 
Carnes,  seems  to  have  used  the  handstamps 
of  both  these  firms  indiscriminately,  as  well 
as  his  own  solitary  adhesive.  Hence  we  fre- 
quently find  the  adhesive  of  the  one  and  the 
handstamp  of  the  other  firms  on  the  same 
letter. 

Below  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  franks 
issued  by  some  other  companies,  which  pre- 
sumedly existed  about  thesametime  (1860-6), 
but  of  whose  history  I  must  confess  I  know 
nothing. 

(A).      PUBLIC      LETTER      OFFICE     aboVC,     in 

scroll  shape,  in  large  ornamented  capitals; 
NO.  5  in  hollow  of  curve  formed  by  letter 
OFFICE ;  KEARNY  ST.  below.  In  left  hand 
upper  comer  of  envelope,  across  the  end 
of   which  is   also   printed,    in   old   English 

type,    DELIVERED     WITHIN     ONE     HOUR      AFTER 

MAILING.  Black,  on  2  c.  ''  u.  s.  voar "  en- 
velope.    Alongside   the   government   stamp 
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appear^?    a    funcy    handstrack     impresHion, 
r,;arfing  paii>  15  CTS. 

(B).  Dr.  Gray  notes  a  puhuc  i-errER  box, 
6  KKAitNEi'  sTMEKT,  blue,  on  1864  envelope. 

(C).      Also  tlie  two  following  :  1>UIIL!C  PiiST- 

o?KicK  (horseman);  black  impression. 

(D).  PRIVATE  POST  OFtiOK  (oblong),  15 
Ciiits,  25  oentH. 

Blue,  on  18til  envelope. 

In  regard  ta  the  fonr  last  described,  a  cor- 
respondent writes  as  follows ; — 

I  cnn't  find  out  the  le.ist  thin;;  obaiit  tbe  piitjlic  nntl 

rriv;iti;  Uttcr-boies.     J[r.  S sayii  that  peoplir  iiwil  to 

azlviTtiab  Kuch  thingi  vhcn  it  wna  only  Co  latt  Unen  to 
the  piit-olHci-  He  Lad  a  wiiall  dii'  Mint  he  uwd  to  atamp 
an  nil  that  were  k-ft  in  hU  »hop;  but  it  wiu>  iiinri'  for 
an  «il»«ni«Braimt  than  for  aiiytliiiij  olsc  ;  and  I  notiee  in 
the  large  newspaper  dipOta,  where  pijoplu  buy  enTclojH'a, 
Sec,  that  they  Itave  their  letters  and  iiewapa|>erj  to  ha 
mailed,  in^tea'd  of  tnkinK  Ihcin  to  the  pust-Dlllce. 
Therefore  he  thinks  that  many  of  these 
"  letter- boles,"  Ac,  were  not  regular  e.rprtss 
compti  :iies,  bnt  merely  fiUeU  as  the  above. 

Before  elnsing  1  must  nntioe  the  tinn  of 
Hoag  &  MaliMon  (I  also  hear  of  Hadison  & 
Burke,  but  can  learn  nothing  further  of  any 
such  concern),  which  was  started  folly  eight 
years  agobyoneBoBley(lBp?ll  the  name  from 
BOTUid),  Messrs.  Hoag  &  Madison  only  "  lend- 
ing their  names,"  and  never  taking  an  active 
interest.  A  frank  was  issued,  of  which  all  the 
description  that  I  can  obtain  is,  that  ''  it  was 
soma  sort  of  a  fancy  thing,  with  a  horse  in 
the  centre,  and  printed  in  red." 

This  completes  my  list  of  San  Francisco 
city  letter  delivery  companies  known  to  have 
issued  p:)stage  stamps,  although  it  is  quite 
probable  that  their  example  was  opiod  by 
others  whose  emissions  have  not  yet  come  to 
light.  Should  any  such  e;ime  under  my 
notice  they  shall  be  duly  communicated 
through  the  olumns  of  this  journal. 


THE   STAMPS  OF  LA  GUAIRA. 

IRepeiniei  from  •'  Tin  FhilatelkalJouriiaL") 

Li  GuAiBA  and  Puerto  CabeUo  arc  the  two 
seaports  of  Venezuela  (some  fifty  or  sixty 
miles  apart),  throngh  one  or  other  of  which, 
all  letters  (o  or  from  the  interior  must  pass. 
The  correspoudenee  for  tlie  western  part  of 
Venezuela  is  all  sent  to  Puei^o  Cabello,  whilst 


La  Guaira  sorts  all  letters  for  the  eaatera 
portion.  There  are  British  Packet  Agents  at 
both  ports,  BO  that  those  who  wish  to  prepay 
their  letters  to  England  can  do  so ;  and  these 
agents  represent  the  British  post-office  gene- 
rally, and  take  chai^  of,  and  distribute,  all 
British  letters.  As  we  have  no  postal  con- 
vention with  any  of  these  "  pie-cmsf  South 
American  repnblics,  we  are  obliged  t5  have 
agents  to  look  after  onr  correspondence  in 
these  places. 

The  Danish  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  in  tLe 
West  Indies,  is  the  great  centre  where  tbe 
mails  for  the  whole  of  the  West  Indies  and 
Central  and  South-west  America  are  split 
up;  and  there  are  several  "intercolonial" 
bjats  which  ply  to  and  fro  (amongst  many 
other  places)  between  St.  Thomas  and  (he  two 
Veneiuelan  ports,  carrying  Ihe  correspond. 
enoB  destined,  respectively,  for  the  interior 
or  for  foreign  parts.  It  is  with  these  boats 
and  their  fr,3ight  that  we  are  at  present 
interested,  for  letters  carried  by  them  mast 
be  franked  by  the  stamps  which  form  the 
subject  of  this  paper.  With  regard  to  the 
boats  themselves,  a  portrait  of  one  of  them 
(whether  a  correct  one  or  not  I  cannot  say) 
is  to  be  seen  on  all  the  stamps.  Tliese  stamps 
are,  of  course,  essentially /';caJ  ones; — tber 
are  of  no  valne  for  Venezuela,  and  they  aw 
of  no  value  for  St.  Thomas  ;  but  their  sole 
use  is  to  prepay  correspondence  between  la 
Guaira,  Puerto  Cabello,  and  St,  Thorn*'-  I 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  statistics  ai 
to  the  number  of  stamps  sold,  bat  I  do  nol 
fancy  that  the  number  is  very  large.  Most 
of  those  I  have  seen  were  unused. 
lysuE  OF  1864. 

Die. — The  stamps  of  the  reaies  series  are 

from  two  different  dies.     The  first  die  W 

the  figures  in  the  corners  (1. 

ID     8,   6,    4,)   very   small;   tbe 
9    scroll  ornaments  above  stw 
9    below  the  ends  of  the  woid 
■    PAQUBTK    are  distinct,  and 
9    tolerably  well  engraved ;  the 
9    sky  is  very  cloudy;  thesmole 
a    of  the  steamer  is  thick  and 
dark;  the  sea  is  calm  ;  and 
(he  steamer  itself  looks   something  like  « 
steamer.     The  second  die   has  the  figorw 
large;  the  scroll  ornaments  are  coarse;  the 
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skv  is  almost  clear  of  clouds ;  the  smoke  of 
the  steamer  looks  blotchy ;  the  sea  looks 
more  like  a  cauldron  of  boiling  soap-snds 
than  anything  else;  and  the  steamer  has 
rather  an  abortive  appearance.  Altogether, 
I  think  the  first  die  is  decidedly  preferable. 

Perforation. — There  are  three  varieties  of 
perforation, — circular,  oblique,  and  pointed. 
The  first  of  these  is  only  found  in  stamps  of 
the  first  die,  "whilst  both  the  other  varieties 
are  found  on  those  of  the  second.  To  an 
English  philatelist  it  seems  rather  singular 
that  any  country  should  begin  with  circular 
perforation,  and  then  deliberately  take  to  an 
inferior  method,  because  we  have  been  ac- 
customed to  see  just  the  reverse ;  but,  then, 
in  these  outlandish  parts,  we  cannot  expect 
them  to  be  quite  as  civiHzed  as  we  are  in 
England. 

Gum. — This  is  a  scarce  article  in  Venezuela; 
at  least,  I  should  judge  so  from  the  very 
small  amount  upon  most  of  the  stamps. 
What  there  is,  is  of  a  clear  white. 

Paper. — The  paper  varies  from  soft  thickish 
to  pelure.  And  now  for  the  stamps  them- 
selves. 


} 


Thin  paper. 


Thin  paper. 


Thicker  paper. 


Die  I. 

Circular  Perforation,  13. 
Medio  real : 

Yellowish  rose. 
\itse. 
Light  red. 

Doa  reales : 

l*alc  yellow-  green, 

y.  to  darkish  green. 
Green, 

V.  to  dark  green. 
Yellow-grccn,  pale. 
„  dark. 

Green,  medium. 
„      dark. 

Medio  real : 

Pale  chalky  blue Thin  paper. 

Do«  reales : 

Dark  orange-yellow Tliickcr  paper, 

Die  II. 
Oblique  Perforation. 
Medio  real : 

Pinkish  red, 

V.  pale  to  medium. 
Lake-red, 
V.  pale  to  dark. 

Dos  reales : 

Chalky  green, 

V.  pale  to  medium. 
Yellowish  green, 

V.  pale  to  darkish. 


Thicker  paper. 


I     Tliieker  paper. 
I     Thin  paper. 


Pointed  Perforation. 
Medio  real : 

Very  pale  pink. 

Hose,  y.  pale  to  dark.  ^  PI* 

Very  dark  bright  red. 

Dos  reales : 

Chalky  green. 


Light 


♦» 


Thin  paper. 


I     Thicker  paper. 


} 


Thicker  paper. 


Dark 
Yellow  green, 

V.  yery  pale  to  dark. 
Giipen, 

V.  bright  to  dark. 

Medio  real : 
Pale  blue. 
Chalky  blue. 

Dos  reales : 

Orange-yellow, 

V.  pale  to  very  dark. 
Chalky  orange, 
V.  pale  to  medium. 

I  have  seen  very  few  specimens  of  tliD 
blue  and  yellow  stamps,  and  have  therefore 
been  unable  to  chronicle  many  varieties  ;  so 
far  as  I  know,  neither  of  them  ex'sts  with 
oblique  perforation.  There  are  a  great  many 
shades  of  colour  to  be  found  in  the  green 
stamps  with  pointed  perforation,  but  all, 
more  or  less,  are  ycllow-gveen,  I  have  not  seen 
a  single  bluc-gvcon,  out  of  all  that  I  have 
examined.  With  regard  to  colour,  paper, 
design,  and  execution,  these  stamps  alwavs 
remind  me  very  forcibly  of  those  of  British 
Guiana,  and  many  of  the  peculiar  shades  of 
colour,  so  difficult  to  describe  in  words,  are 
exact  counterparts  of  the  shades  to  be  found 
on  the  British  Guiana  stamps  ;  so  that  those 
of  my  readers  who  feel  more  puzzled  than 
edified  by  my  description  of  the  different 
shades,  and  who  do  not  happen  to  possess 
many  of  the  La  Guaira  stamps,  have  only  to 
look  at  their  British  Guianas,  and  then  they 
will  immediately  be  able  to  recognize,  and 
to  know  for  themselves,  the  shades  which  I 
have  endeavoured  to  describe.  Of  course  I 
do  not  deem  it  by  any  means  imperative,  or 
even  advisable,  that  collectors  in  general 
should  look  for,  and  place  in  their  collections, 
every  stamp  that  I  have  catalogued ;  but,  as 
nothing  like  a  complete  list  has  ever  been 
issued  before,  this  one  of  mine  will  serve  to 
show  what  shades  of  colour  do  exist,  and 
what  varieties  collectors  may  accept,  if  they 
choose  to  do  so. 

Before  proceeding  to  examine  the  cents 
issue,    1    think  it   necessary  to  expose   the 
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connterfeits  of  tbe  stamps  last  commented 
upon.  These  forgeries  are  all  of  the  first 
type.  At  a  distance,  they  have  a  specious 
appearance  ;  but  when  they  are  more  closely 
examined,  they  may  be  easily  detected.  They 
are  badly  perforated,  on  very  white  paper, 
and  the  colours  are  chalky,  obliterated  gene- 
rally with  a  heavy  black  O. 


GENUINE. 

1.  Tail  of  K  in  ouaira 
does  not  touch  tbe  A. 

2.  'J*ail  of  Q  in  paqukte 
does  not  touch  the  line 
below. 

3.  Upper  limbs  of  cb  and 
E  in  CABELLO  larger 
than  the  lower  ones. 

4.  Steamship  sailing  on 
an  even  keel. 

6.  Flag  distinctly  visible 
below  the  smoke  of  the 
vessel. 

6.  Mainmast  and  hal- 
yards distinct.  No 
mizen. 

7.  Waves  well  defined. 
Bowsprit  placed  ob- 
liquely. 

8.  Clouds  finely  engraved. 

9.  D  of  MEDIO  nearly 
round,  like  an  0. 

10.  D  of  DOS  very  much 
sloped. 

11.  6  touches  dot  in  left- 
hand  comer. 


FOROBRIBS. 

1.  Tail  of  K  touoh«i  A. 

2.  Tail  of  a  touches  the 
line  below. 

3.  Lower  limbs  of  c  and 
B  larger  than  the  up- 
per ones.  E  correctly 
shaped. 

4.  The  steamship  heavily 
loaded  at  stem,  so  that 
the  stem  is  raised. 

5.  No  flag.  Smoke  covers 
the  plaee  where  the 
flag  ought  to  be. 

6.  Mainmast  very  faintly 
defined.  Halyards  al- 
most invisible.  An 
imaginary  mizenmast 
depicted. 

7.  Waves  blotchy.  Bow- 
sprit parallel  with  line 
of  deck. 

8.  Clouds  very  coarse  and 
heavy. 

9.  D  shaped  properly. 

10.  D  nearly  upright. 

11.  6  is  not  near  the  dot. 


There  are  sundry  other  differences,  bnt  I 
have  mentioned  the  principal  ones.  Following 
the  genuine,  the  design  varies  in  the  two 
values.  As  a  rule,  forgers  are  content  to 
take  one  value  of  the  genuine,  and  make  it 
serve  for  all  the  other  values,  by  varying 
the  numerals,  <fcc.,— ^but  in  this  case  they 
have  copied  both  valaes  of  the  originals. 

The  Cbntavo  Series. 
I  have  come  to   the  conclusion  that  the 
stamps  of  this  series  were  (as   Mr.  Overy 

Taylor  says)  manufactured  at 
St.  Tbomas ;  and  that  they 
were  intended  to  frank  letters 
from  that  island  to  La  Guaira. 
There  are  several  things  tend- 
ing to  prove  that  this  is  the 
fact. 

1.  The  execution  at  once  shows  that 
Messrs.  Waterlow  &  Sons  had  no  hand  in 
their  manufacture. 

2.  They  were  not  made  in  Venezuela, 
because  the  inscriptions  are  not  in  Spanish. 


3.  Like  the  stamps  for  St.  Thomas,  they 
are  imperforate,  whereas  the  La  Guaira 
issues  are  perforated. 

4.  If  the  facial  value  for  the  St  Thomas 
stamps  (3  cents)  be  an  abreviation  for  3 
cenlavoSy  this  will  be  an  additional  proof  that 
these  so-called  La  Guairas  were  printed  on 
that  island. 

5.  The  microscopic  steamship  in  the 
lower  left-hand  corner  is  sailing  to  Uft.  Does 
this  intimate  the  return  journey  ? 

These  reasons  may  not  appear  rery  con- 
clusive taken  separately,  but  I  think  they 
are  worth  something  as  a  whole.  These 
stamps  are  not  nearly  so  interesting  as  the 
reales  series ;  nor  are  they  so  handsome. 
They  are  all  printed  in  black,  on  coloured 
wove  paper,  and  have  a  dingy  look  about 
them,  which  renders  them  very  unattractive. 
The  general  appearance  of  the  design  reminds 
one  of  the  10  pesos,  1868,  of  New  Granada. 

Design, — The  out-er  part  of  the  design  con- 
sists of  a  heavy-looking  black  frame,  bearing 
the  words  ST.  thomas,  la  guaira,  pto.  cabkllo, 
PACKET.  In  the  left-hand  bottom  comer  is  a 
square  space,  containing  a  microscopic  steamer 
sailing  to  left,  A  square  frame,  inscribed 
with  an  octagon,  surrounds  the  steamer. 
In  the  right-hand  comer  is  a  similar  space, 
but  I  cannot  make  out  the  design  which  it 
contains.  It  might  be  a  lighthouse,  or  a  cap 
of  liberty  on  a  polq,  or  a  front  elevation  of  a 
steamer ;  but  what  it  really  is,  I  think  only 
the  engraver  himself  could  tell  us. 

The  central  portion  of  the  design  is  divided 
into  two  parts.  The  upper  half  contains  the 
inevitable  steamer,  sailing  to  right,  and  the 
sea  on  which  it  floats  forms  the  division 
between  the  two  halves  of  the  design.  Tbe 
steamer  in  the  reales  series  is  a  srreWy  with 
jib  and  foresail  set,  but  in  the  stamps  of  this 
series  the  voyagers  are  obliged  to  content 
themselves  with  pa  (idie*,  and  have  not  troubled 
themselves  to  set  any  sail  at  all. 

The  lower  half  contains  the  numeral  of 
value,  with  the  word  centavo  in  a  curve 
beneath  it.  Strict  grammarians  might  pos- 
sibly take  objection  to  the  said  centavo  being 
in  the  singular  number  for  aU  the  values; 
but  the  designer,  apparently,  did  not  trouble 
himself  with  such  minor  details.  The  nume- 
rals, upon  the  highest  and  lowest  values,  are 
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ornamented  in  a  manner  which  reminds  one 
of  the  first  issue  of  Brazil. 

Within  the  frame  the  whole  of  the  design 
(with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  at  the 
bottom)  is  covered  with  horizontal  lines.  In 
the  ^  c.  these  lines  are  drawn  even  upon 
the  numeral  itself,  but  in  the  other  values 
the  numeral  is  not  so  disfigured. 

There  are  two  spandrels  at  the  top  corners, 
two  at  the  bottom,  and  two  supporting  the 
sea,  in  the  centre.  Outside  the  frame  is  a 
thin  black  line.  The  horizontal  lines  from 
the  interior  are  prolonged  on  the  right  side 
into  the  frame,  and  partially  deface  tlie  ell 
of  the  word  cabello,  as  though  the  engraver 
had  been  in  a  hurry,  and  had  drawn  his  lines 
too  far. 

Paper. — The  paper  is  of  medium  thickness, 
wove,  and  somewhat  hard. 

Oum, — The  gum  is  white  and  thin,  though 
rather  more  abundant  than  on  the  other 
emissions. 

There  are  not  many  varieties  of  shade,  for 
being  on  coloured  paper,  the  tints  are  toler- 
ably uniform. 

List. 

greyish  white, 
dull  pale  rose, 
reddish  violet, 
dull  dark  green, 
chalky  green, 
orange-yellow, 
dull  chalky  yellow, 
chalky  blue, 
bright  blue. 

Moens  catalogues  a  two  centavos  blue,  but  I 
have  never  seen  a  copy.  All  the  values 
exist  in  several  shades  of  black,  so  those 
who  wish  can  triple  this  list  by  accepting 
three  well-defined  shades  which  may  be 
found  in  each  value,  viz.,  pale  greyish  brown, 
medium  black,  and  deep  black.  The  stamps 
are  all  imperforate. 

Forgeries  op  the  St.  Thomas  Series. 

I  remarked  when  I  wrote  above  that  the 
St.  Thomas  series  is  not  by  any  means  hand- 
some ;  but  I  had  not  seen  the  forgeries,  or  I 
should  not  have  committed  myself  so  far. 
Be&uty  and  ugliness  are,  after  all,  more  or 
less  matters  of  comparison;  and  so  the 
forgeries  of  the  St.  Thomas  series  make  the 
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genuine  labels  quite  handsome — by  compari* 
eon,  I  fancy  that  there  are  at  least  two  full 
sets  of  these  forgeries,  one  set  considerabl/ 
better  executed  than  the  other.  The  better- 
looking  is  postmarked  with  a  thick  circle, 
containing  sundry  thick,  unreadable  letters  ; 
and  the  postmarks  on  the  other  set  resemble 
the  outline  of  the  deck  of  a  vessel  more  than 
anything  else.  I  will  first  take  the  variations 
f ron^  the  original,  common  to  both  forgeries. 


GENUINE. 

1.  Stop  after  packet. 

2.  Stop  after  cabello. 

3.  Groundwork  of  horizon- 
tal lines  partially  cover- 
ing the  ends  of  curved 
scroll. 

4.  Upper  and  middle  span- 
drels covered  by  hori- 
zontal lines. 

5.  Line  below  sT.  thomas, 
if  extended  upwards, 
would  pass  between  l 

and  A  of  LA  OUAIRA. 

6.  Same  line,  if  extended 
doMmwards,  would  not 
touch  the  square  in  low  r 
left-hand  comer. 


2. 
3. 


FOaOEBIBS. 

1.  No  stop  after  packet. 
No  stop  after  cabelt^o. 
Horizontal  lines  do  not 
pass  the  boundary  lines 
of  scroll. 

Lines  do  not  cover  the 
spandrels. 

Line  would  cut  through 
the  middle  of  the  lower 
limb  of  L. 
Line  would  cut  into  the 


6. 


6. 


square. 


The  above  differences  exist  in  both  forgeries. 
We  will  now  take  each  set  separately,  and 
compare  with  the  genuine. 


GENUINE. 

1.  All  lettering  in  frame- 
work thick. 

2.  Letters  of  packet  close 
together. 

3.  Scroll  rounded  off  both 
at  beginning  and  end. 

4.  Stop  after  centavo 
placed  in  the  outline  of 
scroll. 

6.  Centavo  in  singular  for 

all  values. 
6.  P  of  PACKET,  and  stop 

after  packet,  at  equal 

distance  from  sides  of 

frame. 


GENUINE 

1.  centavo  in  a  scroll. 

2.  Steamship  tolerably  well 
drawn. 

3.  All  the  ropes  in  the 
rigging  can  be  easily 
counted. 


FIRST,     OR    better 

foroeet. 

1.  Lettering  in  framework 
very  thin. 

2.  Jitters  of  packet  far 
apart. 

3.  Scroll  rounded  off  at  end, 
but  unfinished  at   be- 

f'nning. 
and  1  cent,  have  stop 
inside  scroll;  the  other 
values  have  no  stop  at 
all. 

5.  Centavo  on  |  and  1 
cent,  only ;  all  the  other 
values  have  centavos. 

6.  P  of  PACKET  very  near 
the  side  of  frame,  out  as 
there  is  no  stop,  the  T 

Spears  very  lar  from 
e  other  side. 

second,  or  inferior 

FORGERY. 

1 .  Centavo  without  scroll. 

2.  Steamship  v#ry  coarsely 
executed. 

3.  Kopes  in  rigging  very 
inaistinct ;  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  count  them 
with  any  certainty. 
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This  second  forgery  is  ao  very  coarsely  done, 
thnt  I  need  say  no  more  abont  it;  hut  the 
first  one  in  much  more  likely  to  deceive  the 
nninitiated. 

Ci-HACAo  Srbiks. 
These  etampa  have  a  very  pleasin;?  np- 
pearance,  and  yet  the  design  is  very  simple. 
In  the  centre  ia  a  threo-nnistcd  screw  steam- 
ship, saibng  to  Ir/I,  on 
a  moderately  calm  sea. 
There    are   no   clouds, 
bnt  above  the  vessel  is 
a  scroll  containing*  the 
words  o£  value.    BjIow 
the  vessel  arethe  initials 
J.  A.  J.   A   Z,  in   old 
English  type,  ami  below 
them  the  word  t:uBAC.*o 
in  Egyptian  type  ;  above,  helow,  and  at  sides 
arc  solid   labels  with    rounded    ends,    and 
lettered  taijubtb,  han  toma,',  l*  urAiRA,  pto. 
lAUKLLo.     In   each  eorner  ia  a  solid  circle, 
inscribed,  in  a  square,  and  containing  the 
value  in  figures.     The  external  line  running 
round  the  stamp  is  indented  or  scalloped, 
as  in  the  oval  Saion  adhcaives. 

I'tiper. — The  paper  is  a  yellowish  whits 
wove,  and  stouter  than  in  either  of  the  other 

6'"i(t,~The  gum  is,  as  usual,  very  thin, 
nnd  very  sparingly  laid  on. 

i'er/vjrn/tdfi.^Thcre  are  two  varieties  of 
perforation ;  pnncturcd  10,  and  circ.  perf.  13 ; 
but  I  cannot  find  out  whether  both  values 
exist  in  both  varieties  of  perforation.  Un- 
fortunately, I  have  very  few  specimens  to 
describe  from  ;  and  the  following  are  all  the 
varieties  I  have  seen. 

Punctured  per/.  10. 

Medio  real,     pale  yellow-green. 

,,  darker        „ 

Circ.  perf.  13. 

Dos  rcales,      very  palo  ro.se. 

„  deep  carmine-rose. 

This  scries  docs  not  appear  to  have  been 

My  notes  are  now  completed,  and  I  trust 
that  the  perusal  of  them  will  be  of  real 
iKinefit  to  my  fellow-philatelists. 


WEWLT-ISSUED  OR  ISEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Nkw    Zealand. — Annexed    is  the  promised 

engraving  of  the  new  halfpenny  stamp.    We 

I  have  no  need  to  apologise  for 
deficiencies  in  the  reprodnctioii, 
for  it  is,  in  fact,  aboDt  eqnal 
in  finish  to  the  original,  which, 
we  are  happy  to  say,  does  not 
emanate  from  the  De  Ia  Rne 
alelien.  We  have  little  donbt, 
in  fact,  that  the  design  was  engraved  and 
printed  in  the  colony  :  the  style,  ink,  psptr, 
and  perforation,  combined  with  the  absence 
of  any  watermark,  are  all  in  favour  of  the 
correctness  of  this  assumption.  The  profile 
of  the  Queen,  of  which  the  expression  is 
very  accurately  rendered  in  onr  engraving, 
is  nnlike  any  other  stamp-portrait  of  Her 
Majesty.  The  design,  as  a  whole,  was  no 
doubt  sn^estod  by  that  of  onr  own  half- 
penny stamp,  to  which,  however,  we  nweh 
prefer  it ;  the  rectangular  shape,  the  lepble 
inscriptions,  and  general  simplicity  of  ar- 
rangement giving  the  New  Zealand  product 
a  far  more  pleasing  appearance.  As  st^tid 
in  our  last,  the  impression  is  in*  pink,  on 
white  (wove)  paper.  The  perforations  »re 
ragged  and  uneven,  and  smaller  at  the  sides 
than  they  are  at  top  and  bottom. 

Babbaisis. — From  an  obliging  corres- 
pondent in  Barbados  we  are  favoured  with 
early  intelligence  of  the  intended  issue  of  two 
new  values — a  threepence  mauve  and  five 
shilling  brown,  the  latter  to  be  of  a  colour 
approaching  that  of  the  present  English 
sixpenny.  Orders  to  that  effect  were  de- 
spatched from  the  colony  on  the  29th 
January  last,  and  are  probably  in  course  i>t 
eicccution  at  present.  The  Barbadian  offi- 
cials remain  faithful  to  the  old  design ;  the 
two  new  values  are  to  be  printed  from  the 
existing  dies,  and  instructions  have  been 
given  for  the  preparation  of  a  supply  of  the 
current  fourpenny  stamp,  with  the  value 
added. 

Guatemala. — Mrs.  Craig,  of  San  Francisco. 
writes  us  that  it  is  several  months  since 
specimens  of  the  new  Guatemala  stamps 
came  to  the  post-office  nf  that  t^iwn,  and  thnt 
she  obt  lined,  through  a  friend  at  the  office,  a 
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copy  of  the  4  rls.  lilac,  which  had  certainly 
prepaid  the  postage  of  a  letter  from  Gua- 
temala. She  has  also  heard  a  report  of  tlie 
existence  of  the  yellow  (1  peso)  stamp,  ami 
uho  adds  that  both  lilac  and  yellow  muHt  be 
genuine,  "  uuless  Allan  Taylor  has  bribed 
some  of  the  postal  officials  in  Guatemala  to 
use  them  in  order  to  get  off  one  of  his 
practical  jokes  at  the  expense  of  yon. 
Knglishmen."     Trnly  a  novel  suggestion. 

RcssJAS  Locals.— Podohk  '  (Mohcow). — 
What  can  be  the  meaning  of  the  two  cratch- 
like  ornaments,  laWie, 
which  adorn  the  Po- 
dolnk  stampsi*  We  refer 
tp the  first  dcBcriptionof 
the  stamp,  given  in  our 
own  ninth  volume,  but 
find  nothing  there  to 
help  us,  the  device  being 
simply  described  aa 
"arms."  In  this  diffi- 
culty we  appeal  to  our 
St.  Petersburg  corr:.'H pendent.  In  general 
appearance  the  stamp  closely  resembles  the 
issues  for  Bogorodsk,  Jironnitzi,  and  Ko- 
lomna, and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that 
it  is  from  the  hands  of  the  same  engraver. 
The  impression  is  in  green,  on  white  paper. 
There  are  two  shades  of  colour,  blue-green 
and  yellow-green.     The  stamps  are  pei^^  en 

:  (Simbirsk).— In  the  spelling  of 
nes  we  adopt  the  orthography  of  Tie 
Timbre-Posle,  from  which 
journal  we  extract  the  ae- 
coant  of  this  stamp  and  of 
those  noticed  in  the  two  suc- 
ceeding paragraphs.  The 
Syrvan  emission  has  hitherto 
escaped  attention.  The  in- 
scription reads— STAMP  of  the 

BUB4L    POST — 5   K0P.~OF    THE 

YRVAN  (the  latter  clause  being 
n  abbreviation).  The  impres- 
]  solferino.  There  is  a  rather 
curious  variety  of  this  type,  namely,  a  stamp 
every  line  on  which  is  preceded  by  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  first  letter  or  figure,  and  a  verti- 
cal line  to  the  left ;    thus  6  kop.  becomes 


^T 


3ehcr. 

romtobah 
WAV¥A 

5f. 

CB13P.yt3 


PISTRICT    OF   f 

expressed  by  a 
's  bine  c 


55  kop. 

Tiratpol  (Cherson).- 


■This 


3  another  d 


known    stamp,    more   rare   than    )>eautifal. 
The  circular  inscrip- 
tion   sigaities    admi- 

NISTKATION  Of  THB 
TIRASPOL  DISTHICT,and 

the  central  inscrip- 
tion, N'l'ANP  FDR  PACK- 
ETS  AN»  PRIVATB  LKT* 
TERS,  5  KOP.     Printed 

in  dark  blue  on  white 

papt-T. 

Dei-dlanek     (Tnu- 
rida.) — The  cuvrcnt  stamp  exists    in    two 
very  distinct  shades,  viz. : — 

10  kop.     blue  and  yellow-green. 

10    ,,        greenish  blue  and  pale  yellowish 

CirnA. — The  subjoined   types,  first  noticed 
in  our  December,  are  now  doing  duty  in  the 


Spanish  Antilles.  It  will  be  obaen-ed  that 
the  only  points  in  which  the  peseta  differed 
from  the  other  values  arc — the  arrangement 
of  the  inscription  in  the  lower  margin,  and 
the  suppression  of  the  corner  disks.  The 
proofs  of  the  series  comprised  a  12  c,  but 
the  anticipation  that  the  value  would  not  be 
issued  has  been  verified,  the  emitted  set  con* 
sisting  of  the  follow-ing  denominations  i — 


I2k 


green. 
lilM 


brownish  bistre. 
1  peseta  yellowish  bistre. 

It  seems  a  pity  that  the  two  high  valncs 
should  both  be  printed  in  shades  of  one  and 
the  same  colour. 

United  Statf.s. — The  long-expected  post 
card  is  to  make  its  appearance  on  the  first  of 
this  month.  The  American  Jonrnul  of  Phil- 
alelji  contains  an  engraving  of  the  design 
which,  though  rich,  strikes  us  as  being 
rather  heavy.     It,  however,  pi-eservcs  a  din- 
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tinctive  character  of  its  own,  which  is 
maiataiaed  even  in  the  inscriptionB.  The 
'  post  card  becomsR,  in  American  phrase- 
ology, a  "pustal"  card,  and  the  instructions 
are  conveyed  in  the  following  rather  ahrnph 
formula  :  Wrile  the  cflilitts  only  on  thig  tide, 
the  mettage  oh  ike  other;  the  latter  clause 
seems  rather  Buperfiaoaa,  T)io  card  ia 
rather  larger  than  the  English  one.  It 
has  a  hroad  effectively  ornamentail  border. 
Within,  in  the  npper  right  corner,  is  the 
stamp — a  profile  bnat  of  Liberty,  ornamented 
with  the  Phrygian  bonnet,  in  a  solid  oval, 
with  a  broad  engine-tnrned  frame,  inscribed 
U.  9.  P03TAfls  above,  and  the  valne  in  words 
below.  Crossing  the  card,  in  a  waved  line 
from  left  to  right,  are  the  words  united  states 
in  bold  letters,  and  beneath  in  smaller  type, 
in  a  curved  line,  postal  card.  Below  that 
again,  in  a  straight  line,  come  the  instruc- 
tions above  quoted.  There  is  one  fault  in 
the  arrangement,  and  that  is  that  sufficient 
space  is  not  left  for  the  address.  Our  con- 
temporary does  not  mention  the  colour  of 
the  card  or  of  the  impression. 

ToLiMA.— TAe  FhilalelUt  for  April,   pub- 
lished the  annexed  engraving  which  is  that 
of  a  stamp  communicated 
to  the  editor  by  a  corres- 
pondent.   No  satisfactory 
information  being  as  yet 
forthcoming  respecting  it, 
its    character    cannot   be 
vouched     for.      It    ia    a 
rather  coaree  lithograph; 
1  colour   bine;     value    20 
cenlaToa. 

Victoria. — M.  Moena,  in  his  current  num- 
ber, says,  "Hitherto  it  has  been  taken  for 
granted  that  the  issue  of  the  stamps  with 
emblems  in  the  angles  and  a  star  watermark, 
took  place  in  I8o9.  One  of  our  correspond- 
ents sends  us  an  envelope  prepaid  witlk  two 
of  these  stamps,  a  penny  and  a  fourpenny, 
and  bearing  the  postmark,  HamiUon,  17(A 
July,  185?. 

Canada. — By  the  court«By  of  a  Montreal 
Bubacriber  we  arc  in  possession  of  specimens 
of  the  current  three  cents,  printed  in  bright 
orange-vermilion.  A  supply  in  this  colour 
has  jnst  been  issued. 

Shanghai. — The  supply  of  the  brown  1 


candareen  being  exhausted,  a  provisiniul 
supply  of  that_valne  has  been  obtained  by 
obliquely  surcharging  the  4  cand.  with  the 
inscription  1  cand,  and  certain  Chinese  cha- 
racters.  The  surcharged  stamps  are  of  two 
shades,  violet-grey  and  lilac-grey. 

United  States  op  Colombu. — We  have 
just  seen  a  sheet  of  one  centavo  stamps,  of 
the  1872  type,  printed  in  pink,  the  sam? 
colour  as  that  used  for  the  first  issue  (1865) 
of  that  value. 

Iceland. — The  promised  3  skilling  \aa 
made  its  appearance.  It  ia  of  the  same  de- 
sign aa  the  other  values  of  the  series,  far 
general  use,  and  is  printed  pale  grey. 

Spain. — It  ia  reported  that  the  provisional 
government  is  making  arrangements  for  tha 
issue  of  a  new  seriea  of  stamps. 

A  PEEP  INTO  THE  GREY  BOOt 
The  Grey  Book  is  the  French  Annaaire  dei 
Poalet.  It  may  be  said  to  consist  of  oar 
Fo$lal  Ouide,  and  the  Postmaster- General's 
Report  rolled  into  one,  though  it  is  destatute  of 
those  goasipping  items  which  lend  a  certain 
interest  to  Mr.  Uonaell's  periodical  publi- 
cation. It  is,  in  short,  made  up  of  rules, 
statistics,  add  rates ;  butnotwithstaudiugthe 
dry  aspect  of  its  pages,  it  contains  some  in- 
structive items  of  information,  which  wa 
purpose  laying  before  our  readers. 

The  first  noticeable  regulation  is  that 
whereby  the  sender  of  a  letter  is  allowed  to 
withdraw  it  from  the  boi  into  which  he  ha* 
thrown  it.  In  this  country,  a  letter  once 
flung  into  the  official  receptacle  is  beyond 
reclaim.  In  France,  if  a  letter  thus  placed 
in  charge  of  the  office  haa  been  wrongly 
addressed,  the  sender  can  obtain  communica- 
tion of  it  prior  to  il«  despatch,  upon  showing 
the  seal  which  he  has  employed  to  fasten  it, 
and  a  fac-simile  of  the  address.  He  ia  then 
allowed  to  rectify  the  address.  Should  he 
wish  entirely  to  withdraw  the  letter,  hs 
must,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  formalities, 
declare  in  writing  that  be  is  the  author  of  it, 
and  engage  to  hold  himself  responsible  for 
ita  suppression.  He  must,  furthermore,  ha 
known  to  the  postmaster,  or  else  bo  accom- 
panied by  two  witnesses,  and  in  hia  or  their 
presence  the  letter  must  be  ()pened,  in  order 
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that  the  postmaster  maj  assure  himself  of 
the  identity  of  its  signature  with  that  of  the 
claimant.  The  privileges  thus  accorded  are, 
to  our  knowledge,  occasionally  made  use 
of  by  commercial  houses. 

The  foregoing  is  a  sensible  regulation ; 
the  following  is  a  vexatious  one.  "  Printed 
matter,  samples,  and  manuscripts  must  be 
enveloped  in  wrappers  or  bands  covering  at 
most  one^third  of  the  surface."  For  years 
past  this  rule  has  not  been  strictly  observed, 
but  within  the  last  two  or  three  months  a 
circular  has  been  issued  by  the  head  office,  re- 
quiring all  postmasters  to  put  it  rigorously 
in  force,  and  no  little  annoyance  has  been 
caused  by  this  whim  of  the  administration. 
To  us,  accustomed  as  we  are  to  much 
greater  postal  liberty,  such  a  regulation 
seems  unreasonable.  The  post  gains  nothing 
by  a  diminution  in  the  superficies  of  the 
iMind.  All  the  explanation  of  the  reason 
for  the  rule  which  we  could  get  from 
a  French  postmaster  was,  that  merchants, 
profiting  by  the  indulgence  accorded  by  the 
post-office,  had  gone  on  extending  the  di- 
mensions of  the  band,  until  it  at  length 
frequently  covered  the  circular,  and  thus  ac- 
quired the  appearance  of  an  envelope.  Now 
communications  under  cover  obtain  generally 
more  attention  than  mere  circulars  sous 
bandes,  and  the  senders  of  the  circulars  en- 
closed in  large  wrappers  were  thus,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  wise  postal  officials,  getting  more 
than  their  money's  worth.  The  explanation 
seems  very  childish,  but  we  give  it  as  a  spe- 
cimen of  French  official  reasoning.  There 
has  been  a  lively  discussion  on  the  subject  in 
some  of  the  papers,  but  the  edict  has  not 
been  recalled ;  rather  has  it  been  confirmed 
by  a  fresh  order  from  the  French  general 
post-office,  requesting  postmasters  to  reject 
circulars  on  which  the  postage  stamp  is  so 
affixed  as  to  keep  the  band  in  its  place. 
The  stamp  must  be  entirely  on  the  band. 
We  expect  shortly  to  see  a  fresh  order,  for- 
bidding the  senders  to  stick  the  stamps  on 
upside  down,  or  to  place  them  in  a  diagonal 
position. 

•  For  the  information  of  the  public  and  of 
the  postal  officials,  for  whom  this  book  is 
primarily  intended,  a  list  of  the  stamps  in 
use  is  given,  and  we  must  not  omit  to  quote 


it,  for  it  contains  a  striking  piece  of  intelli-  , 
gence.     It  reads  as  follows : — 

*'  The  postage  stamps  are  of  thlHeen  differ- 
ent values,  namely,  1  c,  2  c,  4  c,  5  c,  10  c, 
15  c,  20  c,  25  c  30  c,  40  c,  fifty  c,  80  c, 
and  5  francs."  We  could  hardly  believe  our 
own  eyes  when  we  saw  the  50  centimes 
quoted,  in  an  official  publication,  as  an  ex- 
istent value.  Yet  there  it  is,  plain  enough, 
and  the  number  of  thirteen  can  only  be  made 
up  by  including  it.  This  shows,  in  a  surprising 
manner,  how  little  confidence  can  be  put  in 
official  statements ;  for  there  is  not,  and  never 
has  been,  a  50  c.  stamp.  What  a  pity  this 
accurate  publication  does  not  mention  the 
colour  of  the  mythical  value  ! 

Let  us  turn  now  to  the  sttistics.  It  will 
be  within  the  recollection  of  our  readers  that 
in  the  autumn  of  1871  the  interior  letter- 
rate  was  raised  from  20  to  25  centimes,  in 
the  expectation  that  the  advance  would  re- 
sult in  an  increase  of  revenue.  We  are  very 
happy  to  say  this  expectation  has  not  been 
verified.  On  the  contrary,  the  profits  of  the 
post-office  for  the  year  1871  were  some 
7^  millions  of  francs  less  than  those  of  the 
year  1869  (we  leave  1870  out  of  the  reckon- 
ing, as  it  was  an  exceptional  year),  and 
though  we  are  not  in  possession  of  official 
statistics,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  the  results  since  obtained  have  not  been 
more  satisfactory.  Hence  it  is  probable 
that  the  rate  will  soon  be  reduced  to  the  old 
level.  In  further  confirmation  of  the  effect 
produced  by  the  increase  of  the  rate  we  inay 
state  that  the  number  of  letters  which  passed 
through  the  post-office  in  1871  was  less  than 
in  any  year  since  1864. 

The  French  post-office  is  not  nearly  so 
progressive  as  our  own.  In  1848,  about  122 
million  letters  passed  through  it,  and  in  1869, 
only  364  millions.  The  number  of  stamps 
sold  does  not  amount  to  more  than  half  that 
of  the  English  stamps.  In  1871  it  was  only 
488  millions. 

Transgressions  of  the  postal  laws  in  France 
are,  or  rather  were,  it  appears,  by  no  means 
uncommon.  In  1860,  no  less  than  2711 
persons  were  summoned  for  making  use  of 
stamps  which  had  already  passed  the  post. 
Of  this  larger  number,  however,  nearly  forty 
per  cent  were  acquitted,  the  convictions  being 
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only  1623,  and  the  convicted  persons  being 
let  off,  on  payment  of  a  fine  varying  from 
two  to  forty  pounds.  A  foot-note  is  added  to 
the  table  whicli  gives  these  results,  explaining 
the  acquittals  from  the  fact  that  the  law  only 
punishes  those  who  knowingly  use  stamps 
which  have  previously  served.  The  number 
of  delinquents  diminishes  each  year.  In  1871 
there  were  but  408  summonses,  and  205 
convictions.  Besides,  or  instead  of,  the  in- 
fliction of  a  fine,  we  find  imprisonment 
resorted  to  in  the  case  of  military  culprits. 
In  1860,  twenty-one  such  transgressors  passed 
a  period,  varying  from  five  to  thirty  days,  in 
prison.  In  1869,  only  five  soldiers  were 
found  guilty,  and  in  1870  and  '71  the  ranks 
were  free  from  offenders. 

The  post-office  has  no  choice  but  to  hand 
over  to  the  civil  courts  persons  detected  in 
the  act  of  employing  used  stamps,  but  in  the 
case  of  minor  infractions  of  the  postal  laws, 
such  for  instance  as  the  illicit  conveyance  of 
letters,  the  insertion  of  notes  or  other  illicit 
memoranda  in  packets  of  printed  matter,  <fec., 
it  has  power  to  transiger, — that  is  to  say,  to 
settle  with  the  offender  the  terms  of  his  sub- 
mission. Thus  in  1860  there  were  7575  such 
infractions,  and  in  7522  cases  a  transaction  was 
arranged,  with  a  total  net  benefit  to  the 
Treasury  of  about  £1480;  the  rem  lining 
53  offenders  allowed  the  matter  to  be  carried 
into  court,  and  were  all  convicted.  In  1866, 
the  number  of  delinquents  rose  to  over  13,000, 
and  the  fines  brought  in  some  £3600. 
Latterly,  it  is  evident  the  post-office  has 
bocome  rather  more  severe,  for  with  only 
6757  cases  there  was  a  net  yield  of  £1360. 

It  may  be  assumed  that  mercantile  houses 
and  carriers  are  the  principal  sinners.  Letters, 
&c.,  are  sent  hidden  in  packages  of  gcods, 
and  from  time  to  tiras  the  post-office  makes 
a  descent  on  the  railway  stations,  opens  the 
packages,  and  fines  the  senders.  Thit  letters 
are  thus  sent  merely  for  the  sake  of  saving 
postage,  we  hardly  think.  It  is  probable 
that  in  many  instances  there  is  a  gain  of 
time  by  forwarding  them  inside  the  packages. 

Turning  over  the  pages,  we  come  lastly  to 
the  tariff,  and  find,  in  a  note  which  heads 
it,  the  information,  that  correspondence  is 
stamped  with  the  letters  p.  d.  when  the  rate 
quoted  on  the  tariff  represents  the  convey- 


ance to  destination,  and  with  the  letters  p.  p. 
when  the  rate  only  represents  prepayment  up 
to  a  certain  point,  the  remaining  expense 
having  to  be  borne  by  the  receiver.  The 
rates  themselves  offer  no  subject  for  obser- 
vation. 


OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

Le  Timbre  Paste. — The  current  number  of 
this  journal  is  composed  of  but  two  articles, 
the  Chronicle,  and  the  continuation  of  Dr. 
Magnus's  exhaustive  monograph  on  stamped 
envelopes.  From  the  former  we  have  ex- 
tracted various  notices  of  new  postage 
stamps,  but  have  not  borrowed  any  of  ths 
descriptions  of  telegraph  emissions.  The 
latter  are  regularly  chronicled  in  the  conti- 
nental papers,  but  in  this  country  they  hara 
not  taken  root.  We  freely  admit  that  they 
are  collectable,  but  until  we  find  ourselves 
in  presence  of  a  clearly  manifested  desire  on 
our  readers'  part  for  information  respecting 
them,  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  discussing 
them  in  our  columns. 

In  the  Ohronique  we  find  reference  to 
another  new  forgery, — that  of  the  50  baj. 
Roman  States.  The  paper  of  the  counterfeit 
is  of  a  yellowish  tint ;  the  letters  of  the  in- 
scription,  franco  bollo  postale  ;  are  rather 
larger  than  in  the  original ;  and  the  ball 
above  the  N  in  franco  is  incomplete,  bat  the 
decisive  tests  are  the  festoons  of  the  papal 
tiara.  In  the  counterfeit  these  lines  are  hori- 
zyutal. 

Dr.  Magnus  completes  in  the  number  be- 
fore us  the  analysis  of  the  French  envelope 
essays.  The  designs  submitted  by  M.  Rc- 
nard  are  treated  of.  They  were  printed  br. 
and  were  intended  to  demonstrate  the  ad- 
vantage of,  an  automatic  machine,  by  which 
all  the  operations  connected  with  the  stimp 
ing — ^such  as  the  placing  of  the  paper,  the 
inking  of  the  dies,  the  impression,  the  gum- 
ming and  folding  of  the  envelope — are  ef- 
fected under  the  superintendence  of  a  single 
person,  and  with  the  aid  of  an  insignificant 
steam  power.  This  machine  was  capable 
of  producing  20,000  copies  per  day,  but  the 
invention  was  never  called  into  active  use. 
The  designs  themselves  were  but  recently  re* 
ferred  to  in  these  pages.     The  French  essajs 
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dismissed,  the  doctor  next  turns  to  Spain,  and 
under  that  heading  an  engraving  of  a  rather 
striking  envelope  essay  is  introduced.  The  ori- 
ginal is  in  the  collection  of  the  learned  doctor. 
The  design  consists  of  an  embossed  bust  of 
the  Queen  in  a  large  upright  inscribed  oval, 
with  COREEOS  above  and  4  cuaetos  below,  the 
space  between  the  inscription  being  filled  with 
an  Arabesque  pattern.  There  is  a  second 
and  similar,  but  smaller,  type  struck  in  plain 
relief,  without  colour,  on  white  and  coloured 
papers.  These  designs  are  almost  unknown 
to  philatelists,  and  nothing  positive  can  be 
gathered  as  to  their  origin. 

The  Philatelist. — The  most  noticeable  ar- 
ticle in  the  April  number  of  our  Brighton 
contemporary,  is  the  Spud  paper,  in  which 
Mr.  Pemberton  dissects  the  Sierra  Leone 
and  Fiji  counterfeits.  With  .  regard  to 
the  former,  which  is  a  tolerably  successful 
imitation,  Mr.  Pemberton  says,  "There  is 
one  thing  that  may  be  taken  as  an  instant 
test,  and  that  is  the  white  appearance  of  the 
profile  from  the  top  of  the  cro^Ti  to  the  end 
of  the  nose;  and  again,  there  is  the  same 
effect  down  the  neck,  which  is  unnatural,  and 
due  to  bad  workmanship.  The  lozenges  in 
the  angles  containing  the  cross  are  mathe- 
matically true  and  perfect,  and  all  four  alike  in 
the  real  stamp,  though  not  so  in  the  forgery. 
But,  however  we  may  pull  its  weak  points  to 
pieces,  the  whiteness  of  the  profile  remains 
the  test,  because  the  other  points  require 
comparison  with  an  original ;  and  when  a 
forgery  cannot  bo  detected  from  its  descrip- 
tion alone  it  is  proof  that  the  tests  ar3  not 
true." 

The  chief  fault  in  the  forgery  of  the  sur- 
charged Fiji  stamp  is  the  shape  of  the  base 
of  the  crown  :  in  the  genuine  the  bottom  line 
is  perfectly  straight,  but  in  the  counterfeit 
curved  or  convex. 

Mr.  Pemberton  laments,  and  with  reason, 
that  the  miserable  sameness  of  style,  colour, 
paper,  perforation,  and  obliteration,  common 
to  these  vermin,  is  not  suiBBcient  to  ensure 
their  detection  at  sight,  but  the  fact  is,  the 
buyers  of  these  imitations  are  principally 
boys  whose  collections  have  no  philatslie  in- 
terest, and  who  know  nothing  about  st  imps — 
who  collect  blindly  for  the  mere  sake  of 
amassing  a  certain  number  of  labels,  because 


in  so  doing  the  pence  which  are  burning  in 
their  pockets  find  an  outlet.  It  is  none  tlie 
less  in  the  highest  degree  regrettable  that 
they  should  be  the  victims  of  an  organised, 
and  but  too  profitable  fraud,  but  how  to 
reach  or  warn  them  is  the  difficulty.  *  These 
ignorant  buyers  of  forgerieH  are  our  philalelic 
pagans.  Perhaps  if  they  could  be  got  at, 
their  blind  confidence  and  equally  blind  dis- 
trust might  be  undermined;  but  where  are 
the  missionaries  for  this  good  work  ?  If 
only  papers  -such  as  Mr.  Pemberton's  could 
be  brought  under  their  notice  their  credulity 
would  soon  give  place  to  discernment,  but  we 
fear  that  philatelic  magazines  are  rarely  read 
by  this  numerous  class  of  collectors,  who  may 
truly  be  styled  timbromaniacs. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  POST  CARDS. 

It  was  intended,  says  The  Springfieh.l  Uniou, 
from  which  the  following  particulars  are  ex- 
tracted,* to  have  the  cards  printed  and  in  use 
during  1872,  but,  by  a  singular  oversight, 
the  Forty-second  Congress  closed  its  second 
session,  last  spring,  without  making  any  ap- 
propriation for  their  manufacture,  and  the 
matter  thus  had  to  go  over.  The  mistake 
was  corrected  at  the  opening  of  Congress  in 
December,  when  an  appropriation  of  $800,000 
was  voted  for  the  manufacture  of  postal 
cards  and  stamped  envelopes.  The  Post- 
master Greneral  advertised  for  proposals  to 
manufacture  the  postal  cards,  January  23, 
and  on  the  27th  of  February  the  contract 
was  awarded  to  the  Morgan  Envelope  Com- 
pany of  this  city,  which  offered  to  famish 
the  cai'ds  at  .?1'39  7-8  per  thousand.  The 
next  highest  bidder  was  George  H.  Reay,  of 
New  York,  whose  price  was  $1*59  1-4  per 
thousand.  The  whole  number  of  competitors 
was  14.  The  contractors  agree  to  furnish  one 
hundred  million  cards  the  first  year,  and  more 
if  required.  The  orders  received  at  the  de- 
partment already  amount  to  over  30,000,000, 
and  are  increasing  every  day,  so  that  the 
Postmaster  General  calculates  that  at  least 


♦  AVe  are  indebted  to  our  old  nnd  esteemed  correspond- 
ent, Mr.  L.  II.  Bagg,  for  communication  of  the  news- 
paper from  which  these  extracts  are  made.  The  articlo 
li  adorned  with  an  illustration  of  the  forthcoming  card, 
which,  as  regunU  the  border  pattern,  differs  considerably 
from  the  A.  J.  F.'s  engraving. 
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130,000,000  cards  will  be  called  for  the  first 
year. 

The  cards  are  to  be  printed  on  what  is 
known  as  "  bond  paper,"  that  is  paper  which 
is  worked  together  in  a  solid  sheet  without 
pasting.  They  will  be  five  and  one-eighth 
inches  long,  by  three  inches  wide,  and  are  of 
two  shades  of  velvet-brown,  bearing  on  one 
side  a  stamp  with  the  "  liberty  "  head,  sur- 
ronnded  by  the  words  u.  s.  postage  one  cent, 
in  lathe  work,  and  having  besides  the  words 
UNITED  STATES  POSTAL  CARD.  Printed  across 
the  face  are  lines  for  the  address,  with  the 
letters  tJ.  s.  p.  o.  d.,  one-and-a-half  inches 
long,  in  a  watermark  across  the  body  of 
the  card.  The  weight  is  to  be  six  pounds  to 
the  thousand. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  manu- 
focturers  must  have  500,000  cards  ready  for 
delivery  May  1,  and  a  gang  of  workmen  are 
busy  getting  the  east  part  of  the  ground  floor 
of  the  Morgan  Envelope  Company's  factory 
on  Worthington  street,  ready  for  the  printing 
apparatus.  The  walls  of  that  section  of  the 
building  are  of  brick,  and  consequently  fire- 
proof, but  the  ceiling  of  the  room  has  been 
strengthened  by  a  coating  of  corrugated  iron, 
which  will  be  covered  with  mortar.  The 
whole  of  No.  84  will  be  given  up  to  the  manu- 
facture, which  will  employ  sixteen  hands. 
The  press,  of  which  mention  was  recently 
made  in  The  Unlon^  will  be  capable  of  strik- 
ing off  35,000  cards  per  hour,  or  350,000  per 
day.  The  agent,  who  will  have  a  general 
superintendence  of  the  manufacture  as  well 
as  the  forwarding,  will  have  his  oflBce  and  that 
of  his  clerks  in  the  front  part  of  the  room 
facing  the  street.  In  the  rear  a  fire-proof 
vault  is  to  be  erected,  23  feet  wide,  40  feet 
long,  and  10  feet  high,  large  enough  to  hold 
15,000,000  cards.  The  walls  of  the  vault  are 
to  be  12  inches  thick.  There  will  be  one 
entrance  from  the  rear  of  the  work-room,  by 
means  of  a  doorway  three  by  six  and  one-half 
feet.  This  will  be  protected  by  double  iron 
doors. 

The  Morgan  Envelope  Company,  which 
will  fill  this  important  contract  for  the 
coming  four  years,  is  among  the  most  ener- 
getic and  successful  of  our  many  manufac- 
turing concerns.  Upon  a  small  beginning, 
they  have  built  up  a  large  business  in  the 


making  and  sale  of  envelopes,  and  have  com- 
bined therewith  several  kindred  manufac- 
tures, which  have  also  assumed  large  pro- 
portions. All  the  articles  from  their  factory 
heretofore  have  been  characterised  by  neat- 
ness and  tastef  ulness,  so  that  as  stationers, 
as  well  as  envelope  makers,  their  goods  have 
become  widely  popular.  There  is  every 
reason,  therefore,  to  expect  that  the  new 
postal  cards  will  be  neatly  and  handsomely 
gotten  up,  and  so  be  a  credit  to  the  concern 
and  satisfactory  to  government  and  people. 

There  has  been  much  speculation  as  to  ^e 
merits  and  demerits  of  the  postal  card  system, 
many  claiming  that  it  will  be  used  as  a  means 
of  blackmailing  and  venting  perscpial  spleen, 
as  has  been  the  case  to  some  extent  in 
England,  where  the  system  has  been  in  vogiie 
some  time.  But  the  present  postal  regula- 
tions provide  that  any  letter  or  package 
having  on  its  envelope  gross  or  obscene 
words  shall  be  sent  to  the  dead  letter- 
office,  and  this  law  will  of  course  apply  to 
postal  cards.  No  sooner  had  the  system 
been  voted  than  private  parties  began 
getting  up  postal  cards  on  their  own  hook 
and  sending  them  through  the  mail,  with 
the  usual  one  cent  stamp  affixed.  As  each 
card  bore  an  inscription  similar  to  the  follow- 
ing :  "  Lipman'a  postal  card,  patent  applied 
for,"  every  one  making  its  appearance  at  the 
post-office  is  confiscated  and  sent  to  the  dead 
letter-office  at  Washington.  Without  the 
postal  inscription  the  cards  would  have  been 
allowed  to  pass  like  other  mail  matter. 

THE  LONDON  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY. 

The  meeting  held  on  the  12th  ult.  was  but 
thinly  attended,  many  of  the  members  being 
absent  from  town.  The  president  and  others 
showed  the  stamps  announced  for  exami- 
nation ;  but  the  meeting  was  not  marked  bj 
any  specially  noticeable  feature.  The  next 
meeting  is  announced  to  take  place  on 
Saturday,  the  3rd  May,  when  the  stamps  of 
Mexico  and  the  other  Central  American 
States  will  form  the  subject  of  a  probably 
interesting  discussion. 

An  error  crept  into  our  report  of  the 
March  meeting.  The  rare  medio  peso  red,  of 
Peru,  was  accidentally  misnamed  half  dmenh 
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THE  MORTON  STAMPS.— 
MR.  PANOPOULO'S  EXPLANATION. 

Refebencg  was  made  by  us  in  a  recent 
review  of  "  Our  Contemporaries "  to  an 
article  publislied  in  Le  Tltnbre'Poste,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Panopoulo  which 
appeared  in  these  pages.  .Mr.  Panopoulo 
now  writes  us  in  vindication  of  the  Morton 
stamps,  and  whilst  declining  to  imitate  the 
style  of  the  article  in  question,  or  even  to 
discuss  it  in  detail,  he  hands  us  copies  of  the 
letters  referred  to  by  M.  Moens,  and  ac- 
companies them  with  the  following  certificate, 
of  the  genuine- character  of  which  we  see  no 
reason  to  doubt. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Panopoulo,  ex- director  of  our 
postal  department,  and  in  order  to  clear  all  doubts  respect- 
U]{f  the  authenticity  of  our  postage-stamp  emissions,  as 
chronicled  in  The  Stamp- Collector' 8  Mngnzine^  we 
hereby  certify  that  the  said  emissions  were  duly  author- 
ised by  us,  and  the  said  stamps  used  for  the  payment  of 
letters  carried  by  our  steamers  to  local  ports,  but  are  no 
more  in  use  since  we  ceased  to  run  on  the  coasting  trade. 

T.  B.  MORTON  &  CO. 
ComtantinopU,  25ih  March,  1873. 

The  authenticity  of  the  signature  is  sup- 
ported by  an  impression  from  the  company's 
ordinary  handstamp. 

We  have  read  over  the  letters  which  Mr. 
Panopoulo  puts  in.  They  are  the  letters,  of 
a  business  man,  and  no  importance  one  way 
or  another  attaches  to  a  terminating  expres- 
sion, such  as  ^^  Dana  Vespoir  que  vovs  serez 
eontenV*  We  have  seen  similar  phrases  in 
letters  from  properly  constituted  postmasters 
advising  the  enclosure  of  parcels  of  stamps, 
and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
managers  of  private  post-offices,  ansubsidised 
by  the  state,  can  never  take  such  high 
ground  in  their  correspondence,  and  appear 
so  indifferent  to  the  sale  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  stamps,  as  the  officials  of  a  government 
department.  Some  80up<}on  of  the  influence 
of  "  filthy  lucre  '*  clings  to  nearly  all  private 
stamps.  Even  granting  their  bond-fide 
employment,  the  issuers  of  such  stamps, 
if  they  are  acquainted  with  the  demand 
which  exists  for  them  among  collectors,  and 
the  value  set  on  varieties,  are  tempted  to  find 
excuse  for  making  frequent  changes  in  the 
colours  and  desig^ns,  in  order  to  replenish 
their    coffers.      That    Mr.    Panopoulo    has 
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shown  any  exceptional  resistance  to  temp- 
tations of  this  kind,  we  do  not  pretend,  but 
we  certainly  do  not  look  on  the  Morton 
stamps,  taken  altogether,  as  inferior  in  value 
to  those  of  other  private  offices.  Whether  his 
emoluments  were  derived  from  the  sale  of  the 
stamps,  or  whether  he  was  a  salaried  servant 
of  the  company,  we  know  not ;  but  the 
question,  though  it  may  be  looked  on  as  an 
impertinent  one,  is  one  whi9h  in  reality  is  of 
no  small  importance  in  determining  the  exact 
philatelical  value  of  varieties  of  stamps,  ^hich 
it  is  evident  from  the  above  certificate  were 
primarily  issued  for  the  purpose  of  a  genuine 
postal  service. 

M.  Moens,  in  his  article,  made  a  great 
dcp,l  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Panopoulo  had 
requested  him  to  send  all  future  orders  for 
stamps  directly  to  him.  The  entire  phrase 
reads  as  follows. 

N.B. — Veuillez  adresser  vos  futures  commandes  en  mon 
nom  auxscinsde  Messrs.  T.  B.  Morton  &Co.,  en  ajoutant: — 
**  le  liecereur  des  Postes  de  la  Compagnie." 

M.  Moens  only'  quoted  the  first  clause,  but 
it  is  clear,  on  reading  the  whole  sentence, 
that  no  concealment  was  intended  on  Mr. 
Panopoulo's  part,  and  the  request  simply 
proves  that  the  postal  affairs  were  under  his 
control. 

The  only  thing  in  the  correspondence  of 
which  we  do  not  quite  like  the  look,  is  the 
following  postscript  to  a  letter  of  the  8th 
November,  1871. 

P.S. — Des  timbres  ronds  blancs  sans  le  Steamer,  il  ne 
nous  en  restent  plus  pour  le  moment ;  j'espere  pouvoir 
vous  en  envoyer  par  ma  proehaine,  si  vous  en  voudrez. 

The  stamps  without  the  steamer,  it  will  be 
remembered,  composed  the  first  series;  and 
the  stamps  with  steamer,  the  second.  The 
same  die  was  used  for  both  series,  the  second 
being  formed  by  engraving  the  steamer  in  a 
blank  space  above  the  word  franco.  When 
once  this  steamer  was  added  it  necessarily 
became  impossible  to  get  by  fair  means  any 
more  impressions  of  the  design  as  it  stood  in 
the  first  series.  Now  Mr.  Panopoulo,  in 
the  above  postscript,  says  that  he  has  no 
more  of  the  white  stamps  without  steamer 
left ;  but  that  he  expects  to  be  able  to  send 
some  in  his  next  letter.  But  how  ^-as  he  to 
get  them  ?     How  was  he  to  get  from  a  die 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


bearing  a  representation  of  a  Bt«&mer,  an 
impreflsion  without  eteamer?  It  conid  only 
be  done,  as  the  opponents  of  the  Morton 
stamps  allege  it  has  in  fact  been  done,  by 
first  covering  over,  or  stopping  np,  the  re- 
presentatiou  of  the  steamer.  Now  on  this 
point  we  certainly  want  some  explanations 
from  Mr.  Morton.  His  offer  to  procure  a 
farther  snpply  of  nonexistent  stamps  may 
be  capable  of  a  perfectly  innocent  explan- 
ation, bnt  nntil  we  receive  it  we  mast  say 
oar  faith  in  the  "  steamerless"  impressions  is 
considerably  shaken. 


PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXVIII. 
EUROPE. 

■I^ambutg.* 

The  stAmps  of  the  free  city  of  Hamburg, 
though  they  cannot  lay  claim  to  any  re- 
markable delicacy  of  execution,  are  distin- 
guii^hed  by  a  pleasing  quaintncss  of  design, 
and  when  grouped  together  their  varied 
colours  show  off  to  great  advantage,  render- 
ing the  page  to  which  they  are  attached  one 
of  the  most  etriking  of  those  devoted  to 
European  countries.  Another  thing  which, 
from  a  beginner's  point  of  view,  is  very  much 
in  their  favour,  is  that  there  are,  properly 
Bp^king,  no  rarities  among  them.  A  no- 
vice, commencing  his  collection  to-day,  may, 
with  a  very  small  outlay  of  patience  and 
cash,  obtain  the  whole  series,  and  no  great 
exertions  are  needed  to  obtain  an  acquaint- 
ance with  their  particularities. 

The  first  emission  was  brought  ont  on  the 
1st  January,  1859,  and  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing values : — 

1  schilling,  black. 

2  ",  red. 

3  „  blue. 

4  „  gi'een. 
7  „  orange. 
9  „  yellow. 

The  design  consist  B  of  the  numeral  of  value 
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surcharged  on  the  city  arms  (a  castle  witli 
two  turrets  flanking  a  cen- 
I  tral  and  ciwss-crowned  dome). 
The  exceeding  similarity  be- 
tween the  stamps  might  lead 
to  the  supposition  that  all  tba 
values  were  produced  from  one 
original  die,  the  numetals  being 
cut  over  the  anus.  Such, 
however,  is  not  the  case.  On  comparing 
any  two  values  together  slight  vamtiaiu 
will  become  perceptible.  Attention  m*y 
be  specialty  directed  to  the  stare  over  m 
towers  ;  they  are  of  all  shapes  and  sins. 
It  may  also  be  noticed,  incidentally,  that  tbt 
arabesque  ornament  in  the  left  upper  comer 
is  modiiBed  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
different  inscriptions  of  value.  In  the  \ 
schilling  it  disappears  altogether ;  in  the  7 
schilling  it  is  reduced  to  a  -trio  of  cuttm. 
As  all  these  stamps  were  engraved  on  metal, 
the  time  employed  in  producing  them  nnut 
have  been  considerable.  Possibly  the  ex- 
pense of  the  initial  series  had  something  to 
do  with  the  decision  to  employ  lithogmphj 
for  the  production  of  two  new  values  which 
appeared  in  April,  1964.  They  were  the 
schilling  lilae. 

green. 

The  2|  schilling  differs  from  the  li  schil- 
ling in  having  the  name  hahburu  in  an  hori- 
zontal instead 
I  B  of  an  arched 

e  ■   label,  and  also 

r  p   Maltese  cros 

I  n  ner.   In  every 

"  other  respect, 
it  will  be  seen,  the  design  of  both  is  the  same. 
The  castle  is  smaller  than  on  the  engiaved 
stamps,  and  the  reduction  in  its  sise  hac 
enabled  the  draughtsman  to  favour  ns  with 
an  idea  of  the  masonry  by  which  it  is  sap- 
ported. 

Of  the  Ij  sch.  numerous  colour^varietia 
exist,  which  are,  in  fact,  the  natural  re- 
sults of  the  choice  of  a  colonr  so  eitremelv 
susceptible  to  change  as  lilac.  A  slight 
alteration  in  the  proportions  of  the  varions 
ingredients  used  in  its  composition  may  fre- 
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quently  produce  marked  differences  in  tint. 
It  may  bo  affirmed  that  no  two  Bncceseive 
editiooB  of  a  lilac,  mauve,  or  violet  stamp  are 
of  precisely  the  same  shade,  and  the  chances 
are  that  the  second  shows  great  divergence 
,from  the  first.  Such  being  the  caao  no  great 
attention  can  be  claimed  for  the  variadonB 
which  are  unintentionally,  yet  unavoidably, 
produced.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  stamp 
was  first  tsBued  in  lilac,  and  that  it  exiflts  in 
violet,  in  grey,  in  green,  and  (according  to 
one  authority)  in  blue. 

All  the  foregoing  stamps  are  watermarked 
wilh  an  undulating  line  easily  perceptible 
wfeen  they  arc  held  up  to  the  light.  The 
2^  schilling,  it  is  true,  exiflts,  or  is  aiid  to 
exist,  nnwatermarkcd  ;  I  have,  however, 
ne^er  met  with  this  variety,  and  it  is  only 
nubed  by  one  author. 

'in  October,  1864,  the  i  sch  ,  1  sch.,  2  sch., 
3  sch.,  4  Nch.,  7  Hch.,  and  9  schilling  were 
ittsned  perforated.  No  change  in  colour  then 
occurred,  but  most  of  the  values  were  printed 
in  rather  paler  shades.  In  186.%  the  colour 
of  the  7  schilling  was  altered  to  mauve,  and 
the  3  schilling  ultramarine — probably  an 
accidental  variety — appeared.  At  abont  the 
same  time  the  1|  and  2^  schilling  were  per- 
forated. The  latter  was  issued  in  two  tole- 
rably distinct  shades — dark  green  and  yellow 
green.  Since  the  suppression  of  the  Ham- 
burg office,  unperforated  copies  of  the  7 
Hchdiing  mauve  have  appeared,  and,  though 
no  postmarked  specimens  have  been  met 
with,  the  authenticity  of  this  variety  is 
generally  admitted. 

In  1866,  coutemporaneoQsly  with  the 
emission  of  a  aeries  of  envelopes,  two  new 
stamps,  embossed  like  those  on  the  envelopes, 
were  issued.  They  were  the  11  schilling 
deep  lilac,  and  a  new  value,  the  l|  schilling, 
both  very  effective  impressions. 
]  former  is  represented  by  the  annexed 
engraving.  The  latter  is 
oF  the  same  design  minus 
the  exterior  rectangle  and 
corner  ornaments.  In  fact 
the  type  of  the  1^  schilling 
is  precisely  that  of  the  en- 
velope stamps,  and  the  per- 
forations alone  give  it  the 
appearance  of  a  rectangle. 


In   the  Spring  of   1867,  the  2^  schilling 
freen,  issued  in  1864^  was  rather  nnaccount- 
J  1J-JU..-.1... ...."-      ably  superseded  by  a  stamp 

^    of   the    first   ^e,  of  the 
^    same  value.     Possibly  de- 
f  ^    preciation    of    the    Utho- 

^  ^    graphic  stones  may  have 

'  '^     been  the  cause,   but  the 

blurred  lithographs  were 
hardly  rougher  than   the 
~  typographic      impressiocs 

from  the  new  die.  The  second  2^  schilling 
is  hut  a  seedy  relation  of  the  earlier  values 
of  the  same  type;  it  is  watermarked,  however, 
like  them,  perforated,  and  owns  to  two  dis- 
tinct shades — yellow-green  and  blue-green, 
of  which  the  former  has  now  become  rela- 
tively rare. 

Had  there  been  an  embossed  2|  schilling 
envelope,  no  doubt  the  die  would  have 
been  used  when  in  1867  a  new  adhesive  of 
that  value  was  called  for ;  but  to  have 
cut  one  specially  to  meet  a  temporary 
demand  would  have  been  insipedient,  and 
hence,  sn  we  may  argue,  the  recourse  to  the 
1859  design.  Notwithstanding  this  rever- 
sion to  the  original  type,  however,  it  is  per- 
missible to  suppose  that  had  the  Hambui^ 
post-office  continued  in  existence,  a  complete 
series  of  embossed  adhesives  would  have  been 
issued. 

ENVELOPES. 

A  series  of  envelopes,  prepared  in  the 
Berlin  printing-office,  was  issued  on  the  5th 
April,  1806.  The  design 
adopted,  and  here  repre- 
sented, was  originally  en- 
graved for  impression  on 
two  post-office  order  forms 
issued  on  the  let  January 
of  the  same  year.  The 
values  of  the  latter  were, 
respectiTely,3seh.  blue,  and 48Ch.  green  ;  the 
colours  are  the  same  as  those  afterwards  cho- 
sen for  the  envelopes  of  the  same  denomina- 
tions, and  perhaps,  in  strictness,  these  money- 
order  stamjH  are  collectable,  inasmuch  as  they 
represented  not  only  the  cost  of  the  order, 
but  also  the  postage.  However,  leaving  the 
hybrids  to  come  up  for  judgment  at  some 
future  time,  let  us  examine  the  envelope 
stamps  of  which  they  were  the  prototypes. 
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The  series  consists  of  the  following  values 
and  colours : — 


\  schilling, 

It 

2 
8 
4 

7 


black. 

violet. 

rose,  crimson. 

shades  of  orange-vermilion. 

shades  of  tdtramarine  blue. 

shades  of  yellow-green. 

lilac. 


They  are  a  well-looking  series  ;  the  design 
is  clearly  cut^  and  the  colours  brilliant. 
Above  the  stamp  is  the  ordinary  diagonal 
inscription  ein  halbeb  (bin  u.  ein  viebtel, 
ifcc.,  according  to  the  value),  schilling  (or 
schillinge)  post  couvert  in  black,  ink. 
Schilling,  be  it  observed,  is  the  singular,  and 
schillinge  the  plural.  Now  it  happens  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  series  the 
impressed  stamp  uniformly  bears  the  word 
schilling  in  the  singular,  whatever  may  be 
the  value,  whilst  the  diagonal  inscriptions  on 
the  envelopes  of  the  3  sch.,  4  sch.,  and  7  sch. 
are  in  the  plural.  The  2  sch.  envelope, 
however,  presents  the  anomaly  of  having  the 
word  schilling  in  the  singular  throughout 
the  inscription.  Hence  it  would  seem,  either 
that  the  envelopes  of  2  schillings  in  their  en- 
tirety, and  the  higher  values,  in  as  far  as  con- 
cerns the  embossed  stamps,  are  examples  of 
grammatical  errors,  or  that  there  is  a  loose- 
ness about  the  rule  requiring  the  addition 
of  a  final  s  to  the  word  which  renders 
compliance  with  it  immaterial. 

There  are  no  varieties  in  this  series,  other 
than  those  formed  by  the  colours,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  above  list,  and  they  are  simply 
accidental.  Of  differences  in  the  tinting 
of  the  white  paper,  on  which  the  impressions 
were  struck,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell,  but 
the  issue  of  four  of  the  values  on  water- 
marked paper  must  not  be  passed  over  in 
silence,  for  they  may  be  almost  taken  to 
form  a  new  series,  or  at  least  a  new  edition. 
Their  emission  occurred  in  February,  1867. 
The  values  constituting  the  watermarked 
edition  were  struck  in  Hamburg,  and  issued 
in  the  following  colours : — 
\  schilling,  black. 

2  „  orange-vermilion,  various  shades. 

3  „  blue.  j^ 

4  „  green. 


The  design  of  the  watermark,  which  was 
of  unusual  dimensions,  is  here  given  in  its 
full  size.     The  envelopes  which  bear  it  are 


further  distinguished  by  the  &ct  that  in 
the  diagonal  inscriptions,  the  word  sekiUing 
is  always  in  the  singular,  notwithstanding 
that  the  value  may  be  in  the  plural.  It  onlj 
remains  to  add,  that  the  3  sch.,  althongfa 
prepared  for  service,  was  never  really  issued, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  which  the 
watermarked  envelopes  made  their  appear- 
ance,  the  Hamburg  service  and  its  stamps 
were  suppressed. 

It  will  be  remarked  that  the  intermediate 
values  between  the  \  sch.  and  the  2  sch. 
do  not  figure  in  the  watermarked  edition. 
The  reason,  as  far  as  concerns  the  1\  sch., 
is  that  that  value  had  been  suppressed,  and 
in  consequence  of  its  short  currency,  the 
unwatermarked  1\  schilling  envelope  has 
become  rare.  This  has  led  to  its  being  re- 
printed. The  easiest  way  to  distinguish  the 
reprint  from  the  original,  is  to  examine  Uie 
words  post-couveri  in  the  diagonal  inscription ; 
in  original  copies  these  words  are  united  by 
a  line,  in  the  reprints  by  a  dot. 

POST  CARD. 

The  following  was  published  in  The  PhtlO' 
ielist  for  February,  1871.    "  We  are  indebted 
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to  a  correspondent  for  the  description  of  a 
North  German  (presumably  local  for  Ham- 
burg) post  card,  as  follows :  size,  7\  inches 
by  4|  in.  nearly ;  very  pale  bufF.     Inscribed, 

KORD   DEUTSCHES    POST-GBBIBT  CORBESPONDENZ- 

KARTE,  &c.  A  rectangle  in  the  right-hand 
upper  comer  contains  the  violet  Hamburg 
adhesive  without  value,  and  the  back  of  the 
card  is  ruled  longitudinally  with  eleven  fine 
dotted  lines  in  grey."  This  is  circumstantial 
enough,  but  I  have  never  seen  any  such  a 
card  myself,  nor  can  I  trace  the  slightest 
reference  to  it  in  any  other  journal. 

ESSAYS,   PROOFS,   <fcc. 

In  the  early  days  of  stamp-collecting, 
frequent  inquiries  were  made  for  a  Hamburg 
*'  Interpost«d  "  stamp,  for  which  Lallicr  bad 
allotted  a  space  in  his  album.  No  such 
stamp,  however,  ever  existed ;  but  what 
appears  to  have  been  so  christened  by 
the  careless  French  compiler,  was  an  oblong 
impression,  mentioned  by  Levrault  as  an 
essay,  engraved  in  1858,  a  year  before  the 
first  emission,  and  containing  the  figure  I  in 
the   centre  on  castle,    scho.  on  each   side, 

FB.     STADT.    HAMBURO    abovC,   and    POSTMARKE 

beneath.  This  essay,  which  I  described 
in  an  article  published  in  The  StamjhCollec- 
ior*s  Magazine  in  1865,  was  printed  on  a 
delicate  rose  ground  in  black  ink,  on  white 
paper. 

"  No  end "  of  proofs  of  the  ordinary 
adhesives  exist,  and  they  are  of  no  real  value, 
having  been  struck  ofE  to  meet,  or  rather  to 
create  a  demand.  It  is  needless  to  catalogue 
either  them  or  the  "Instruction"  stamps, 
similar  to  those  of  l^avaria,  of  which  the 
use  has  already  been  explained. 

LOCAL   STAMPS. 

The  Hamburg  locals  may  be  dismissed 
"with  but  few  remarks.  They  were  issued  at 
a  time  when  Hamburg  was  just  getting  a 
name  it  has  never  since  lost  for  forgeries, 
and  when  the  claims  of  any  coloured  bit  of 
paper  to  be  considered  a  stamp  were  not  too 
closely  examined.  The  statement  that  the 
Hamburg  Boten  were  issued  by  a  company 
of  merchants  for  the  prepayment  of  a  charge 
for  the  delivery  of  letters  within  the  city, 
was   accepted  with    but    slight  hesitation. 


Immediately  afterwards,  spaces  were  found 
in  the  leading  albums — Moens*  and  Lallier's 
— for  the  116  varieties  which  had  been  so 
successfully  foisted  on  the  philatelic  public. 
Since  then — ^indeed,  very  soon  after  their 
recognition — ^it  was  discovered  that  they  were 
worthless,  and  they  might  have  been  rele- 
gated to  the  limbo  of  spurious  impressions, 
had  they  not  been  included  in  the  albums 
above  referred  to.  They  have  never  since 
been  expunged  from  them,  but  everyone 
knows  that  they  are  utterly  valueless, — the 
Scheerenbecks,  Hamers,  Krantzs,  Lafrenzs, 
and  Van  Diemens ; — and  the  one  thing  to  bo 
done  by  everyone  who  wishes  to  keep  clear 
of  "  vermin "  is  to  abstain  from  collecting 
them.  Even  those  who  have  albums  in 
which  space  is  allott^  for  the  Hamburg 
locals  would  do  better  to  fill  the  pages  with 
no  matter  what  genuine  stamps,  rather  than 
cover  the  spaces  for  mere  regularity's  sake 
with  a  set  of  gaudy  and  meaningless  hum- 
bugs. 

NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

Newfoundland. — The  most  notable  philatelic: 
event  of  the  month,  in  our  estimation,  is  the 
appearance  of  the  Newfoundland  post  card, 
which,  as  a  veritable  work  of  art,  we  think  far 
superior  to  any  of  its  brethren.  A  wood- 
engraving  of  the  design  would  be  very  costly, 
and  yet,  from  its  nature,  would  fail  in  repro- 
ducing meritoriously  those  delicate  details 
which  lend  such  a  charm  to  the  whole ;  we 
must  therefore  beg  our  readers  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  written  description  of  the  card.  It 
is  considerably  under  the  average  size,  mea- ' 
suring  hardly  4|  by  2^  inches.  The  bor- 
der is  unusually  broad,  and  is  filled  with  a 
link  pattern  of  pleasing  appearance;  the 
comers  are  rounded  ofE  with  a  foliate  orna- 
ment containing  ja  kind  of  Maltese  cross  on 
shaded  ground.  Within  the  frame  in  the 
upper  right  comer  is  an  impression  from  the 
die  of  the  one- cent  adhesive.  The  word 
NEWFOUNDLAND  is  inscribed  in  effective  letters 
on  an  arched  scroll  which  crosses  the  card. 
The  initial  letter  of  the  word  is  in  a  tastefully 
designed  shield  from  which  depends  an  orna- 
mental disk  bearing  the  word  to  in  German 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


text.  In  a  ntraif^ht  lino  below  the  name 
cjmea  the  inscription  Kdsr  card  on  a  straight 
and  slightly  embellished  labol,  hAiiw  which 
again  is  the  asual  legend:— thk  addhrss 
ONLY  TO  BE  WRnTEN  ON  THIS  HIDE.  The  entire 
Bpace  within  the  framo  is  covered  with  a 
ground  of  very  fine  diagonal  Knee,  which  all 
spring  from  the  lower  left  corner  and  widen 
out.  Batween  th^so  linea  a  etill  finer  net- 
work  pattern  mty  b^  discerned.  The  entire 
design,  groundwork  included,  is  printed  in  a 
rich  chrome-green,  which  on  pare  whit*  card 
contributes  not  a  little  to  heighten  the  effect. 
LsBS  snrpriRe  may  be  felt  at  the  possesflion  of 
sncb  a  ekef-iViuiifre  b^  tha  Newfound  landers 
when  we  add  tb:»t  it  is  the  work  of  the 
AmoricanBank  Note  Company,  whosaimprint 
appears  in  the  lower  margin.  To  render 
complete  oar  no'ice  of  an  emission  of  which 
we  really  cmnot  speak  otherwise  than  enthn- 
siaatically,  we  have  only  to  say  that  the  back 
is  entirely  blank.  The  expected  3  c.  adhesive 
bine,  has  made  its  debut  at  the  sam?  time  as 
the  card.  It  is  identiea]  in  design  with  the 
3  0.  red,  and  in  colour  with  the  12^  c.  Can- 
adian. 

Aboentink  Republic. — Wer;;  it  not  for  the 
app^aranc^  of  the  Newfoundland  card,  the 


two  new  Argentine  stamps  which  are  here 
represented  would  have  an  nnqueatioTiable 
claim  to  ba  treated  as  ths  lions  of  the 
moment.  The  card  comes  from  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.;  the  stamps  are  printed  by  its 
rival,  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  and  the 
latter  form  a  worthy  continuation  of  the 
BBrios  whose  currency  wa-s  loaugurated  in 
11^67.  From  an  ofRcial  notice  issued  by-the 
Argentine  Postmaster  General  wo  learn  that 
thQ  effigy  on  t'lo  one  cent  Btamp  is  that  of 
Oon.  Antonio  B.vlcarcc,  and  thaton  the  four 
cjnt^  Dr.  Mariano  Moreno.  Wh'itclaims  thusio 
worthies  may  have  on  the  nationil  gratitude 


we  know  not,  but  we  trust  that  the  obliging 
correspondent,  whom  we  have  to  thank  for 
communication  of  the  specimens  whence  onr 

engravings  are  copied,  will  Favour  as  with 
some  particulars  (if  the  lives  of  the  two  person- 
ages whose  portraits  will  henceforth  grace 
oar  albams. 

The  colonr  of  the  one  cent  is  violet ;  of  the 
four  cents,  brown.  Their  emission  wai 
aathorised  by  the  Poatul  Tariff  law  of  the 
iind  Septemlier,  187^,  and  they  came  into 
use  on  the  15th  March  last.  They  are  spe- 
cially intended  for  the  pi'epayment  of  prices- 
current  and  c<nnmercial  circulars,  for  the 
prepayment  of  the  extra  fee  for  delivering 
prepaid  letters  at  the  recipient's  house,  anil 
for  the  prepayment  of  correspondence  for 
the  United  States  under  the  terms  of  ths 
postal  law,  which  will  shortly  be  in  oper- 
ation. They  are  printed  in  colour  on  white, 
and  perforated  like  the  other  values. 

Bklcjium.- — Annexed  is  a  representation  of 
the  design  of  the  Belgian  envelope  stamp ; 
and  as  the  origiTial  has 
found  favour  in  the  eyes 
of  that  arch  critic,  M. 
Moens,  who  mnst  be  in  a 
good  position  to  judge  of 
his  countryman's  produc- 
tion, we  can  do  nothin 


but 


his 


and  declare  the  type  to 
be  very  good.  Certainly 
the  design  is  simple  enough,  and  resembles 
in  genei'al  appearance  the  Austrian  series 
of  1801.  As  to  its  effect,  that  mast 
necessarily  depend  oa  the  execution,  all  we 
can  now  say  being  that  it  seems  to  bo 
well  proportioned.  It  is  the  work  of  the 
engraver  of  the  current  Portuguese  series — 
Mr.  C.  Wiener — whose  initials  ai)pcar  below 
the  portrait,  Rumour  runs  that  it  is  to  ba 
struck  in  green  on  two  inconvenient  sqaaro 
sizes.  Thelstof  May  was  fixed  for  the  emis. 
sion,  but  it  will  bo  some  time  in  fact  before 
the  supplies  can  be  issued,  as  the  envelopes 
which  had  been  sent  in  to  be  stomped  were 
rejected  by  the  post-office,  and  were  not 
replaced  with  sufficient  promptitude  to  admit 
of  the  issue  taking  place  at  the  original 
date.  The  Belgian  public  would,  it  seems, 
have  been  gratified  if  a  similar  measure  had 
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been  applied  to  the  last  supply  of  poatal 
cards.  Bitter  complaints  are  made  that  the 
card  is  no  better  than  bio  t  ting- pap  sr,  and 
no  copying-ink  has  jet  been  found  capable 
of  transmitting  a  copy. 

PBBSiA.-Our  Brighton  contemporary  states 
that  he  ia  enabled,  on  trnatworthy  aathority, 
to  confirm  the  existence  of  Persian  stamps 
of  the  type  of  tiie  18ti7  essay,  of  which  a  few 
moDtha  since  we  reproduced  an  engraving. 
The  impreaaion  is  on  thin  white  paper,  but 
tbe  stamps  are  not  perforated.  They  were 
first  iasned  in  May,  1872.  The  sole  values 
known  to  The  Vhilateligt'g  correspondent  are 
1  Bchahi,        HIac, 

1      „  blue  centre ; 

bat  he  himself  thinks  he  has  not  the  whole 
set,  and  it  will  be  remembered  that  a  vermi. 
lion  stamp  was  referred  to  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year.  The  schahi  equals  a  half- 
penny. The  stamps  are  for  home  use 
exclusively. 

Pkrit. — The  annexed  rather  novel  design 
ia  that  of  a  stamp  issuQd  for  the  service  of 
the  town  of  Iiima,  on  the  1st 
of  March  of  this  year.  It  is 
stmck  in  relief,  and  the 
stamps  are  printed  on  con- 
tinuous bands  of  paper  by 
means  of  the  Lecocq  ma- 
chine, to  which  reference  has 
more  than  once  been  made  in 
these  pages.  The  value  of  the  new  stamp  is 
2  centavoB,  and  its  colour  altramarine.  It  is 
stated  that  it  has  an  horizontal  peri;(j.ge,  by 
which  we  can  only  nnderstopd  that  it  is  per- 
forated at  the  top  and  bottom,  but  (in  con- 
sequence of  the  way  in  which  it  is  printed) 
not  at  the  sides. 

TouMA.— (U.  S.  Colombia).  The  donbts 
expressed  by  the  editor  of  The  Pkilnleliet  as 
to  the  genuineness  of  the  20c.  stamp  intro- 
dnced  to  notice  by  him,  and  illustrated  in  our 
last  number,  are  echoed  by  Le  Timbre-Poste. 
M.  Moens  aptly  points  out  that  the  arms  are 
not  those  of  Colombia,  and  that  whereas  the 
shading  of  the  shield  on  all  genuine  stnmps 
18  formedof  horisontal  lines, which  in  heraldry 
indicate  that  so  much  of  the  shield  as  they 
coyer  should  be  coloured  blue,  the  shading 
on  this  new  Tolima  is  composed  ui  verlieal 


lines.  The  sliield  itself,  when  looked  at  from 
a  little  distance,  bears  a  fantastic  resemblance 
to  a  mask,  and  the  creature  above  it  is  more 
bat  than  condor.  Besides  this,  the  stamp  is 
perforated. 

Spux. — That  earnest  advocate  of  postal 
progress  in  Spain — ^Don  M.  P.  do  Figueroa— 
has  sej;  the  government  a  good  example  by 
letting  up  a  post  card  of  his  own.  The 
apology  for  the  emission  is  found  in  the  in- 
scription which  cro.4aeB  the  upper  portion  of 
.the  front,  and  reads  thus ; — 

"  Postal  Card,  created  in  virtue  of  the 
regulations  of  the  10th  May,  10th  June,  and 
7th  July,  1871,  which  authorises  its  circula- 
tion in  Spain  subject  to  the  terms  of  the 
Tariff  of  the  I5th  September,  1872.  As  the 
Government  shows  an  extreme  reluctance  to 
issue  cards.  Doctor  Thebussem  has  had  this 
one  printed  (May  1873)  for  his  own  use, 
and  to  please  his  friends.,  (On  this  side  write 
only  the  address,  and  on  the  back  the  com- 
munication.— Circulates  without  band  or 
cover. — It  is  good  breeding  to  put  the  posU 
age  stamps  in  the  upper  right  angle)." 

We  need  hardly  say  that  a  gentleman  wlio 
rightly  advocates  the  practice  of  politeness 
even  in  the  placing  of  a  stamp  has  bcea 
careful  to  mark  out  the  space  in  the  upper 
right  comer  of  the  card,  whereon  the  stamp 
ought  to  be  stuck.  The  usual  lines  for  the 
address,  an  exterior  frame  5f  a  single  line, 
and  corner  rosettes,  complete  this  first  fore- 
runner of  the  government  emission.* 

In  another  part  of  the  number  will  be  found 
some  interesting  details,  by  Don  Pardo  de 
Figueroa,  of  a  handstamp  used  at  Bilbao. 

At  the  last  moment  a  report  reaches  us 
that  a  new  series  of  stamps  is  to  be  issued  on 
the  1st  July,  but  our  informant  warns  ns 
against  putting  too  much  faith  iu  the  an- 
nouncement. 

BtKML'DAS. — The  new  threepenny  stamp, 
announced  several  months  ago  as  "in  the 
press,"  has  just  been  pubHshed,  amd  we  have 
received  specimens  by  the  last  mail.      The 

we  leam  thnt  the  % 
....  oed  by  "  Dr  ThebuiL._  _ 

action,  into  [akiiig  mcuaiHTB  for  the  iwue,  Ht  ui  early 
dute,  or  olIlciHl  post  cBcda.  We  rsuDot doubt  but  that  iho 
good  vfork  thue  acenmplUhed  will  oHrn  tot  its  authur  tho 
gmtituili',  not  only  of  pliiktclUlts  but  alia  o(  tbo  ^paniih 
luttcantile  coniiuunity. 
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stamp  is  printed  a  light  orange-yellow — a 
Bomcwliat  ineffective  tint.  It  is  of  similar  de- 
sign to  its  predecesanrs,  though  a  change  in 
appearance  is  prodaced  by  the  encloHnre  of 
the  circle  containing  the  Queen's  profile  in  a 
hght  octagonal  frame,  and  the  addition  of 
ornamented  triangles  at  each  corner  to 
complete  the  rectangle.  The  inscriptions  fill 
the  npper  and  lower  margins,  and,  par  ei- 
eeptlon,  they  are  in  colonr  on  white.  The 
watermark  cc.  and  crown  is  maintained. 

ttussiAN  Locals. — We  transfer  sa  bloe  to 
onr  pages  the  description  of  no  less  than  four 
new  types  which  oar  Belgian  contemporary 
has  bsen  fortunate  enongli  to  receive. 

Litmi  (Oi'el). — The  Livni  administration, 
apparently  dissatisfied  with  its  bobbin-label 
stamp,  has  secured  the  ser- 
vices of  an  artist  of  an  orig- 
inal tnrn  of  mind,  who  has 
prodnced  the  above  grotes- 
que and  mystic  combination. 
The  scene  in  the  upper  half, 
it  oecars  to  ns,  may  be  in- 
tended to  represent  the  rising 
of  the  Phoenix,  according  to  the  engraver's 
notion, — a  sort  of  lira^-kiln  taking  the  place 
of  the  cnstomarv  embers.  We  had  better 
not  guess'  any  further,  but  simply  wait  pa- 
tiently the  coming  of  those  oft-reqneated 
explanations  w^ich  no  one  seems  able  to 
aSord,  The  new  and  original  Livni  type  is 
printed  in  colour  on  white.  There  are  two 
varieties  of  the  solitary  value,  viz.,  5  kop. 
pale  red,  and  5  kop.  bright  red. 

Werchnie    Biiieprofftk    (Ekaterinoslav). — 
M.  Mocns  asserts  that  this  stamp  was  issued 
■  L  1866.     Either  he  must 

f"^-^Sl  "^  wrong,  or  all  the  state- 
^*f!?  ments  which  have  been 
^  ^  ;;  made  as  to  the  date  of  the 
^.«.  On./l"  institution  ot  the  local 
service  must  be  incorrect. 
Wo  are  surprised  he 
should  content  himself 
with  simply  affirming  that  the  stomp 
here  represented  was  issued  years  before 
the  government  had  sanctioned  the  emis- 
sion of  anything  of  the  kind.  It  seems 
to  us  to  1)0  a  very  careless  or  a  very 
oroculHr  manner  of  doling  out  information. 
The  inscription  Bignitieaiiunii^xwi  nfWereli- 


iiie  DiuepToffi>k,  and  it  appears  that  in  the 
orthography  of  the  word  "post"  a  serious 
mistake  has  been  committed  which  qiut« 
changes  the  meaning  of  the  word.  The  int- 
pression  is  in  black  on  whit«  laid  paper. 
The  design  is  set  ap  from  printer's  types, 
and  there  are  three  varieties  in  the  netdng. 

WoMijd  (Nijni  Novgorod). — This  stuap 
was  at  first  thought  to  be  an  envelope,  bat 

such   is    not  the  case. 

The   design    is    struck 
in  plain  relief  on  bandi 
of  yellowish  white  gam- 
med   paper — sevenUen 
impressions    per  hand. 
(^     \j  ^^y      The    students    of    em- 
S^e3^       ^'e™8  ^'^  fi""*  another 
nut  to  crack  in  the  cen- 
tral device. 

Perm  (Perm). — The  inconveniently  largo 
and   nnpreposessing  type   here  represented 
has  just  been  brought  to  light,  and  we  pre- 
sume is  a  new  is- 
sue.    The  valne  is 
3     gilver     kopecks. 
The  impression   is 
in  black  or  grey  on 
a   yellowish    white 
wove    paper.     The 
sheet  is    composed 
of  fonrteen  stamps, 
eight  placed   verti- 
cally and  six  hori- 

zontolly.  The  latter  form  as  many  varietiea, 
but  their  distinguishing  characteristics  vn 
by  no  means  remarkable. 

Sizran  (Simbirsk).— This  is  the  correct 
name  of  the  district,  which  in  oar  last 
number  was  referred  to  aa  Syrvan. 

Bog^irodsk  (Moscow). — After  all  itappeUR 
that  the  man  on  horseback  is  intended  to 
represent  tho  victorious  St.  George;  so,  at  any 
rate,  asserts  a  Kussian  correspondent  of  H. 
Moens.  The  Czar  Ivan  lU.  (1462-1505) 
adopted  tho  byzantine  eagle,  but  the  old  em- 
blem St.  George  was  blazoned  on  the  abield 
on  the  eagle's  breast. 

Switzerland. — ^A  gentleman  writing  from 
Lausanne  favours  us  with  some  information 
which  permits  of  onr  rectifying  and  com- 
pleting the  statements  made  in  onr  April 
number  with  regard  to  the  new  wrapper  aad 
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post  card  stamp.  The  2  c.  band,  nnlike  its 
predecessor,  has  twt  a  roBe  edf^ng  above  and 
below.  Of  the  new  type  there  are  two  bands 
— the  2  c.  and  5  c. ;  the  5  c.  post  cards,  of 
which  we  doubted  the  existence,  are  in  use. 
The  old  £  c.  cards,  brick-i«d  and  rose,  of  the 
SMiie design  as  the  earelopes,areeDtirelydone 
away  with.  The  5  c.  envelope  impression  in 
left  upper  comer,  exists  in  a  kind  of  pinkish 
brown,  very  distinct  from  the  earlier  shade. 

Shanohai. — The  employment  of  post  cards 
has  extended  to  distant  Shanghai,  and  we 
shenld  not  be  snrprised  to  find  the  Japanese 
anthorities  taking  them  into  favour.  The 
Shanghai  card  is  isaned  by  the  local  post, 
and  the  only  attempt  at  ornament  which  it 
shows  is  an  external  chain-pattern  border. 
Near  the  npper  margin  is  the  inscription, 

RBANOHAI  LOCAL  POST  CARD, 

ISSCED  TO  SUBSCBIBERS  ONLY, 

THE  ADDHES3  ONLY  TO  BB  WRITTEN  ON  THIS  SIDE. 

The  middle  line  is  wrongly  translated  by  our 
Belgian  contemporary,  aa  "  to  be  forwarded 
only  by  the  writer."  Will  he  permit  us  to 
tell  him  that  the  correct  translation  would 
be  dilivree  ««.»  dbounen  itithment ;  the  double 
meaning  of  the  word  "  subscriber  "  has  misled 
him.  'At  the  back  of  the  card  is  the  legend 
NDTK  FOR  RECEIVER,  under  which  is  a  line 
crossing  the  stamp,  and  below  that  the  words 

Shanghai 18?  ...     The  impression  is 

in  mauve  on  white  card.  The  value,  unindi- 
cated,  is  one  candareen. 

French  Post,  Jbrusalbh. — Such  is  the 
inscription  on  the  stamp  of  which  we  annex 
an  engraving  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  information 
respecting  it.  M.  Moens, 
by  whom  it  is  introduced, 
blows  Dothing  of  it  be- 
yond the  fact  that  it  is 
printed  in  bine  on  white, 
and  that  the  specimen 
whence    our    engraving  — 

was  copied  shows  a  portion  of  an  obliteration 
composed  of  black  dots  disposed  in  the  form 
of  a  lozenge,  the  remainder  of  the  obliteration 
having  fallen  on  the  envelope.  The  stamp,  he 
adds,  has  not  a  suspicious  look  about  it ; 
nevertheless,  we  much  doubt  its  being  used 
lor  the  prepayment  of  correspondence. 


PaiLiPPiHEB. — We  are  still  but  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  the  values  of  the  current 
series.  The  list  given  by  us  on  page  199  of 
onr  last  November  number  was  supposed 
to  be  a  complete  one,  bnt  we  now  learn  that 
another  denomination  was, issued,  namely, 
12c.de peseta, carmine-rose  (pale and  bright.) 
The  colnnr  of  this  stamp  has  jnst  been 
changed,  and  it  is  now  issued  in  blue,  so  that 
thereareatpresenttwoblne  stamps,  assuming 
the  16  c.  to  be  still  in  circulation.  The  62  c, 
originally  issued  in  lilac,  has  taken  unto 
itself  the  colour  abandoned  by  the  12  c,  and 
makes  its  appearance  in  carmine-roee. 

New  Zealand. — In  completion  of  the  in- 
formation given  last  month,  we  should  state 
that  the  new  halfpenny  stamp  was  issued  on 
the  Ist  of  January  of  this  year,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prepaying  newspapers  through  the 
post  in  New  Zealand  only,  the  rate  having 
been  reduced  on  that  date  from  a  penny. 
New  Zealand,  it  may  be  as  well  to  remark, 
has  acquired  the  honour  of  being  the  first  of 
our  South  Sea  colonies  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  mother  country  in  the  matter  of 
newspaper  rates. 

Gebhan  Empire. — We  learn  from  ter/wtre- 
Potle  that  as  the  2|  grosehen  and  9  krenzer 
adbeeives  may  be  easily  oonfonnded  by  gas- 
light with  other  values  of  the  series,  they  are 
to  be  distinguished  by  a  surcharged  longitu- 
dinal inscription  of  the  value,  in  brown 
letters.  In  future  thp  1  gr,  and  3  kr.  en- 
velope  stomps  will  be  struck  wiVAoii' any  trans* 
verse  inscription. 

Deccan. — The  latest  arrivals  show  some 
variations  in  shade  from  the  previously  known 
stamps ;  thus  the  1  anna  is  of  a  pale  greyish- 
brown  ;  the  2  anna,  pale  green ;  the  3  anna, 
yellowish-biatre ;  and  the  12  anna,  pale  blue. 

Fiji  Iblasds. — Lieut.  Gibbons  writes  us 
that  he  has  seen  the  proof  of  a  new  issne  for 
these  islands,  and  promises  further  particu- 
lars by  next  mail. 

Barbados. — The  sixpence  vermilion  water- 
marked with  a  large  sbir  has  been  received 
by  a  recent  mail. 

AiOBES. — The  120  reis  blue  of  the  new 
type  has  been  issued. 

Straits  Settlements. — The  SO  c.  is  now 
printed  reddish  lilac. 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


THE  STAMPS  OF  LA  GUAIRA. 


(Second  AHiele.) 
Those  of  oar  readers  who  subscribed  to 
The  Fhilfttelieal  Journal,  no  dgubt  noticed 
that  my  articles  upon  the  Qnaira  Stamps 
had  been  reprinted  last  month  from  that 
mi^asine  without  alteration.  This  arose 
from  the  fact  that  onr  pnblishers  forwarded 
me  the  proof  to  a  wrong  address,  so  that  I 
was  anable  U>  make  the  necessary  alterations 
in  time  for  the  May  number.  I  am,  there- 
fore, under  the  necessity  of  writing  a  second 
article  in  order  to  correct  the  first.*  I  stated 
that  the  British  packet-agent«  at  La  Qnaira 
and  Puerto  Cabello  dUtribute  the  British 
letters.  Mr.  Meyer,  however,  says  that  the 
agents  forward  the  letters  to  the  native 
postal  officials,  who  distribute  the  letters 
themselves,  thereby  freeing  our  agenta  f"om 
any  further  responsibility.  This,  I  boUeve, 
is  correct. 

With  regard  to  the  isane  of  1864,  the  6r8t 
impressions  from  Die  II.  are  well  perforated ; 
but,  when  we  leave  the  obliqnely  perforated 
stampB,  and  come  to  exaniine  thoae  with  the 
pointed  perforation,  we  notice  at  once  that 
the  die  is  getting  much  worn.  For  instance, 
during  the  pointed -perforation  period,  the 
Q  in  PAQUETE  gradnally  loses  its  tail,  and  in 
the  latest  copies  it  is,  to  all  appearance,  a 
simple  0. 

pBBFORATiON. — I  was  at  first  tompt«d  to 
believe  that  the  circular  perforation  was  the 
latest ;  but  I  &ucy  it  is  now  generally 
thought  that  the  different  dies  and  perfora- 
tions come  in  the  order  in  which  I  have 
placed  them. 

Paper. — The  description  of  the  paper  on 
which  these  stamps  are  printed  is  not  quite 
correct ;  it  shoDld  have  been  as  follows : — 

Die  I. — Hard  wove  paper,  varying  from 
yellowish  to  almost  white.  The  darkest 
shade  is  found,  I  believe,  on  the  stamps 
earliest  printed. 

Die  II. — The  paper  used  for  the  earliest 

•  The  first  Mlicle,  originally  publighed  in  Tht  Phil- 
altlical  Journal,  called  forth  b  critique  upon  it,  which 
»oon  •fWrwanli  ippaireil  in  (he  miub  jo-jraal,  conlaining 
one  o(  two  correotioni,  aurgestionB,  apd »dditioni,  of  which 
I  havB  now  availed  mjtclf. 


stamps  of  this  die  (especially  those  with  ob- 
Hque  perforation)  is  of  a  slightly  bluish 
tinge.  It  is  wove,  like  that  of  Die  I.,  bat 
mnch  softer  in  testnre.  The  later  impres- 
sions are,  however,  more  like  Die  I.  in  tint. 

To  niy  reference  list  of  Die  I.  may  be  added 
a  medio  real,  vermilion-red.  This  is  the  only 
additronal  variety  with  which  I  have  met 
since  the  original  list  appeared. 

The  lists  themselves  are,  very  possibly,  far 
from  being  complete,  bnt  I  have  described 
all  the  stamps  which  I  have  seen ;  and  my 
object  in  writing  these  articles  will  be  gained 
if  the  information  contained  in  them  be  of 
any  real  use  to  my  fallow- philatelists. 

THE  STAMPS  OF  EEUNION  ISLE,- 

ORIOINAL,  REPRINTED,  AND  FORGED. 


Haviso  1 

coarsest  ' 


scantly  been  shown  a  pair  of  the 
bagns  "  sold  by  a  dealer  of  some 
=1    repute     for 


£8  a 


table  Simon 

Pnres,ithas 

occurred  to 

usthatafew 

remarks  on 

the  above 
snbject  may  be  useful.  On  looking  throng 
the  back  volumes  of  this  magazine  we 
find  it  is  a  long  time  since  any  notice  ha* 
been  takea  of  the  stamps,  and  accordingly 
hope  even  the  little  we  have  to  say  may 
not  be  unwelcome  to  onr  readers. 

In  vol,  iv..  p.  190,  is  the  following  ex- 
tract from  Le  Timhre-Fotte  : — 

The  creation  of  these  stamps  vtw  aulhoriaed  bj  ■  de«Rr 
of  (he  EDTemor  of  the  inland,  M.  Uanit,  datul  the  lOtb  rf 
December,  18-51.  The  atampi  were  compo«d  of  Ij]*- 
graphical  dwiini,  and  each  aheet  contained  lii  im- 
pressions. Only  om;  nupplj  was  ever  printfd,  and  tlul 
consisted  of  7S0O«tamps  of  each  ralue.  Their  circDlaum 
commenced  on  the  i»l  of  January,  1852,  and  Cf«sedonlhe 
l8t  of  January,  1860,  No  special  postmark  fur  their  o^ 
literalion  ever  existed,  and  the  fuw  known  specimeiK  sic 
oancelled  by  a  Btroke  of  the  pen. 

In  snpport  of  the  above  statements  ve 
have  no  proof  to  offer ;  nor,  on  the  other 
band,  any  objections  to  ni^e  againGt  tbem. 
On  one  point  only  have  we  any  remark  to 
make.  "  Each  sheet  contained  six  impres- 
siona ;"  query,  six  15  o.  in  a  15  c.  sheet,  and 
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six  30  c.  in  a  30  c.  sheets  or  three  of  each  in 
a  sheet  compounded  of  the  two  values  ? 
The  reprints,  it  is  well  known,  show  three 
varieties  of  each  value ;  and  as  thej  are  said 
to  have  been  "  composed  "  from  the  old  tjpes, 
by  the  setter-up  of  the  originals,  it  has  been 
pretty  generally  accepted  that  only  three 
varieties  of  each  value  were  issued  by  the 
post-office.  Still  of  this  we  are  not  quite 
sure,  as  from  the  great  rarity  of  the  stamps, 
it  has  never  been  possible  to  get  together  any 
but  a  very  small  number  for  the  sake  of 
comparison.  If  even  a  dozen  of  each  value 
could  be  collected,  and  it  were  found  that 
only  three  varie'ties  were  among  them,  though 
the  probability  would  be  fairly  strong  in 
favour  of  the  received  opinion,  it  would  not 
be  absolutely  conclusive.  When,  therefore,  we 
say  that  our  utmost  efforts  have  only  dis- 
covered five  15  c.  and  four  30  c,  stamps,  it 
will  at  once  be  manifest,  that,  in  speaking  of 
only  three  varieties  of  each  value,  we  are  not 
resting  on  any  very  solid  ground.  Perhaps 
these  lines  may  meet  the  eye  of  some  col- 
lector more  fortunate  than  ourselves,  who 
may  be  able  to  furnish  evidence  which  wUl 
settle  this  point.  Meanwhile,  this  much  may 
be  said  in  favour  of  three  varieties  only: 
that  after  close  examination  of  all  the 
originals  available,  we  have  failed  to  detect 
in  the  reprints  any  "  type "  not  found  in 
the  actual  stamps.  This  is  a  coincidence 
vrhich  could  hardly  have  occurred,  had  the 
elemental  parts  of  more  originals  been  open 
to  the  use  of  the  composer  of  the  reprints. 

We  now  proceed  to  compare  the  stamps 
with  the  reprints,  so  as  to  furnish  criteria  by 
which  they  may  be  distinguished. 


15c. 
I. 

Idc. 
II. 

16c. 
III. 

30c. 
I. 

30c. 
II. 

30c. 
III. 

This  diagram  shows  the  arrangement  of 
the  reprinted  sheet ;  and,  in  default  of  proof 


to  tbe  contrary,  we  accept  it  as  a  true  repre- 
sentation of  the  original,  and,  whether  cor- 
rect or  not,  it  will  be  useful  for  reference  in 
the  course  of  these  notes. 

PAPER. 

(i.)  Orlginah  :  thin  ;  pale  clear  blue  ; 
slightly  surfaced;  soft  fibre;  "wove"  marks 
very  small;  made  from  fine  pulp.  This  paper 
seems  to  have  been  "  pressed.'* 

(ii.)  Beprint  Xo.  1 :  slightly  thicker;  pale 
dull  blue  ;  unsurfaced ;  rather  softer  fibre ; 
"  wove  "  marks  larger ;  made  from  not  very 
fine  pulp ;  unpressed. 

(iii.)  Reprint  No.  2,  &c. :  not  thin  ;  rather 
deep  dull  blue ;  unsurfaced ;  and  in  other 
points  as  last. 

IMPRESSION.  •• 

(i.)  Originals :  clear  and  strong  ;  no  foul- 
age. 

(ii.)  Beprint  No.  1 :  clear  but  weak  ;  no 
f outage. 

(iii.)  Beprint  No.  2,  <fcc. :  very  coarse,  and 
worn  in  many  of  the  latest  copies,  and  in  all 
showing  considerable  deterioration  in  the 
"  types ;  "  very  marked  foulage. 

It  is  suggested  to  us  that  the  foulage  points 
to  the  later  reprints  having  been  struck  on 
undamped  paper. 

SIZES  OF   STAMPS. 

15  c.  (i.)  Originals:  ^  inch  x  ff  incY 
(ii.)    Beprints :   ^  inch  x  -f^  inch. 

30  c.  (i.)  0}iginal8:  -|inch  x  W  inch, 
(ii.)    Reprints  :    ^  inch  x  |^  inch. 

DESIGN. 

The  complex  central  devices  of  each  value 
being  made  up  of  ornamental  "types,"  such 
as  are  commonly  found  in  printing-offices, 
present  in  the  reprints  several  small  points 
of  difference  from  the  originals.  It  was  at 
first  our  intention  to  enumerate  these  exhaus- 
tively, but,  on  discovering  that  the  later  re- 
prints varied  (from  wear  and  inferior  print- 
ing) in  not  a  few  minor  details  from  the  first 
reprints,  we  found,  that  to  make  the  analysis 
of  any  use,  it  would  be  necessary  to  dissect 
the  several  editions  of  the  said  reprints. 
This  would  be  a  tedious  process,  and  so  we  . 
shall  confine  our  attention  to  the  frames. 
The  variations  of  these,  together  with  the 
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differences  already  mentioned,  will  enable 
anyone  readily  to  pronounce  on  any  specimen 
submitted  for  judgment. 

In  all  15  c.  (originals),  outer  frame  of  two 
tbick  lines  close  together. 

15  c.  (reprints),  outer  frame  of  single  tbick 
line. 

In  all  30  c.  (originals),  outer  frame  of  two 
lines,  but,  from  their  being  placed  very  close 
together,  and  being  less  thick  than  in  the 
(original)  15  c,  it  has  a  lighter  appearance, 
and  its  double  nature  is  less  evident. 

30  c.  (reprints),  outer  frame  of  single 
thick  line. 

Besides  these  signal  differences  in  the 
outer  frames  of  originals  and.reprints,  there 
are  also  minor  differences;  for  instance,  to  take 
15  c,  variety  I. ;  on  comparing  the  angles,  we 
observe  that  in  the  original  stamp  the  upper 
right  angle  is  imperfectly  formed,  owing  to 
the  outer  lateral  line  meeting  the  inner  top 
line ;  whereas  in  the  reprint  the  lines  are 
placed  correctly,  so  as  to  meet  if  pro- 
longed, which,  however,  they  fail  to  do 
by  a  considerable  interval.  Again,  if  we 
compare  30  c,  variety  I.,  with  its  reprint, 
we  find  that,  whereas  it  has  all  its  comers 
closed,  except  the  right-hand  lower  one,  the 
latter  has  its  upper  lef  t-hand  angle  distinctly 
open. 

VABIETIBS  OF  EACH  VALUE. 

As  we  have  failed  to  obtain  original  copies 
of  each  of  the  six  varieties,  our  remarks 
under  this  head  are  made  from  the  reprinted 
sheet.  The  three  of  15  c.  may  be  dis- 
tinguished by  the  shading  of  the  bottom 
right-hand  "  pearl.** 

I.  has  it  shaded  above. 
IL    „    „       „       at  right. 
III.    „    ,,       „        below. 


9) 


To  distinguish  between  the  varieties  of 
the  30  c.  is  less  easy,  as  the  differences  are 
not  so  marked.  Referring  to  the  illustration 
at  the  commencement  of  this  article,  it  will 
be  observed  that  there  is  a  circle  at  each 
comer  of  the  central  device.  Calling  the 
left-hand  top  one  (a.),  and  going  round  the 
stamp  from  left  to  right  (6.),  (c),  ((£.),  we 
have — ^using  the  notation  of  the  mariners* 
compass : — 


30  c,  I.  (a.)  Broken  on  S.E. ;  flattened  above 

and  at  left. 
(b.)  Broken  on  N. ;  flattened  at  right, 
(c.)  Unbroken ;  flattened  at  right, 
(d.)  Unbroken ;  flattened  below, 
n.  (a.)  Left  side  wanting. 

(6.)  Broken  W.N.W.;  flattened  above. 

(c.)  Bight  side  wanting. 

(d.)  Broken  S.W.,  S:S.E.,  S.E. ;  flat- 

tened  at  left. 
III.  (a.)  Left  side  wanting;  broken  S.S.W., 

S.S.E. ;  flattened  above. 
(6.)  Broken  on  E. 
(c.)  Broken  on  E. 
(d.)  Broken  on  S.  and  \V. 

FORGEBIES. 

Of  these,  at  one. time,  there  was  an  abim- 
dant  brood,  and  the  race,  though  somewhat 
diminished,  is  not  yet  extinct.  In  vol.  v., 
p.  177,  a  set  of  seven  values  is  mentioned; 
but  as  only  the  15  c.  coincides  in  denomina- 
tion with  an  original,  that  alone  need  be 
noticed.  It  reads  jsle,  and  is  thereby  enough 
condemned,  apart  from  its  square  shape.  In 
vol.  vi.,  p.  7,  a  pair  of  forgeries  (in  addition 
to  above)  are  pilloried,  though  so  vaguely, 
that  we  cannot  identify  them  with  any  m  our 
possession.  Turning  to  our  own  "bogus" 
sets,  we  find  the  following  tests  amply  suf- 
ficient. 

Originals  and  reprints  of  both  values  show 
the  breaks  incidental  to  designs  composed  of 
ornamental  type,  and  also  show  no  points  of 
contact  between  device  and  frame. 

Forgeries  are  either  woodcuts  or  litho- 
graphs, and,  therefore,  show  none  of  the 
breaks  just  mentioned.  In  all  cases,  too,  the 
device  is  made  to  touch  the  inner  frame  at 
sides.  The  "£8  pair*'  already  mentioned 
are  "  postmarked,**  and  so,  for  the  most 
part,  are  the  trash  sold  by  the  Hull  rogues, 
and  their  Glasgow  brethren,  whereas  no 
specimen  of  the  real  thing  has  yet  been 
found  cancelled,  otherwise  tban  by  penstrokes. 

CAXmON  TO  TYROS. 

Have  nothing  to  do  with  "Reunion 
stamps,**  unless  clearly  satisfied,  by  reference 
to  some  competent  authority,  that  what  you 
are  offered  is  that  which  it  professes  to  be. 
Originals  are  so  very  rare,  that  you  mar  as 
well  make  up  your  minds  you  will  never  be 
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able  to  obtain  them.  Bieprints  of  any  but  the 
latest  editions  are  hard  to  get,  and  even  these 
latest  are  not  so  cheap  as  to  make  it  worth  a 
beginner's  while  to  purchase  them.  Should 
copies  of  reprint  No.  1  come  in  your  way, 
our  advice  is,  buy  them,  as  they  are  decent 
representations  of  the  **  unattaixiables,"  and 
always  likely  to  be  worth  their  present  price 
of  12/-  to  15/-  the  pair.  With  forgeries  and 
fac-similes  have  as  little  to  do  as  possible. 
Two  vacant  compartments  in  your  albums 
will  be  no  disfigurement — ^rather  an  orna- 
ment, as  contrasted  with  squares  filled  up 
with  "bogus" — and  you  will  have  the 
negative  satisfaction,  at  least,  of  giving  no 
custom  to  the  knaves. 

[The  writer  begs  to  return  his  sincere 
thanks  to  those  English  and  foreign  col- 
lectors who  have  so  liberally  helped  him 
by  the  loan  of  their  specimens,  and  by  their 
advice.] 


A  SEMI-OFFICIAL  SPANISH  STAMP. 

BT  DON  MABIARO  PJLBDO  DB  FIOUBBOA. 

On  the  8th  of  March  last  the  Council  of 
Commerce  of  Viscaya  published  the  follow- 
ing notice : — 

"Owing  to  the  insecurity  of  road  and 
rail,  occasioned  by  the  war  with  Don  Carlos 
VII.,  the  railway  company  of  Tudela,  with 
the  approval  of  the  civil  governor,  has  en- 
gaged a  steam-boat  to  carry  the  postal  cor- 
respondence from  Bilbao  to  the  port  of 
Castro-Urdiales,  and  all  letters  and  packets 
so  carried  will  pay  a  surcharge  of  25  centi- 
naos  de  real." 

The  above  surcharge,  equalling  only  a 
halfpenny,  having  been  found  insufficient  to 
cover  the  expenses,  it  has  been  increased 
by  the  Council  of  Commerce  to  10  cen- 
times de  peseta  (one  penny).  Only  letters 
on  which  the  extra  charge  has  been  prepaid 
are  sent  by  boat.  The  Council  of  Commerce 
lacks  either  the  power  or  the  wiU  to  make 
the  charge  payable  at  destination,  and  con- 
sequently all  letters  on  which  the  sea  carriage 
has  not  been  prepaid  are  forwarded  by  the 
usual  land  route,  and  no  sooner  do  they  leave 
Bilbao  than  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Carlists. 


Letters  which  are  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
steamer  must  be  delivered  at  a  public  office, 

of  whose  where- 
abouts due  notice 
has  been  given,  and 
there  the  extra  rate 
of  10  centimes  de 
peseta  must  be  paid 
in  cash.  All  such 
letters  must  bear  the  usual  postage  stamp  to 
cover  the  ordinary  rate.  On  being  delivered  at 
the  receiving-office  they  are  stamped  with  a 
blue  or  black  handstamp  inscribed,  like  an- 
nexed fac-sifaiile.  For  vapor,  which  signifies 
"  per  steamer. "  The  result  of  these  arrange- 
ments is,  that  only  letters  posted  in  the  town  of 
Bilbao  bear  the  new  and  necessary  pass-word. 
The  port  of  Castro-Urdiales  is  only  about 
25  kilometres  from  Bilbao,  and  between  that 
port  and  the  capital  commu  ni cations  are 
open. 

A    SERIES    OF    OFFICIAL    STAMPS 
FOR  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

BT  JOSBPH  J.  CA8ET,  A.X. 

DuBiNO  its  last  session  Congress  abolished 
the  franking  privilege,  to  take  effect  July  1st, 
1873.  After  this  date  Congress  men  will  no 
longer  have  the  inestimable  privilege  of 
sending  home  free  their  trunks  and  furniture, 
law-books  and  inkstands,  undelivered  speeches 
and  published  documents,  but  will  have  to 
do  as  other  individuals  in  the  matter  of 
paying  postage ;  they  will  then  have  more 
time  to  attend  to  the  public  business,  and 
less  to  spare  in  finding  out  the  maximum 
capacity  and  strength  of  the  mail-bags. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  this 
franking  privilege,  it  was  presumed  that  the 
government,  throughout  all  the  departments, 
would  revert  to  the  use  of  the  government 
postage  stamps,  and  that  the  post-office  would 
thereby  increase  its  revenue  by  over  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  this  being  the 
amount  necessary  to  keep  the  franking  privi- 
lege up  to  the  mark.  But  since  Congress 
appropriated  $2,000,000  for  postage  for  the 
departments,  and  since  new  postage  stamps 
have  been  prepared  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
these    departments,    I    presume    that    the 
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flunking  privilege  has  changed  merely  its 
name. 

I  said  new  postage  stamps  were  to  be  used 
hy  the  departnients.  The  following  is  a 
description  of  them.* 

The  medallions  on  the  present  stamps  are 
to  be  used  on  the  stamps  for  the  depart- 
ments, but  each  one ,  is  to  be  in  a  different 
colour  and  design.  That  for  the  War  De- 
partment has,  beneath  the  medallion  in  the 
lower  comers,  a  shield;  and  in  the  upper 
comers  the  letters  u.  s.,  with  war  depart- 
ment across  the  top,  and  the  denomination 
across  the  bottom  of  the  stamp. 

The  Navy  Department  has  a  cable,  extend- 
ing around  the  stamp, '  outside  of  the  me- 
dallion, with  NAYY  DEPARTMENT  and  two  stars 
in  the  upper  comers,  the  denomination 
written  across  the  bottom,  and  the  letters 
V,  8.  in  the  lower  corners. 

The  Treasury  stamp  has  folds  of  drapery, 
with  heayy  cords  and  tassels  depending,  on 
the  sides  of  the  medallion.  Treasury  across 
the  top,  and  the  denomination  across  the 
bottom,  and  the  letters  u.  s.  in  the  comers, 
under  the  word  "  Treasury." 

Stamps  for  the  White  House  have  execu- 
tive written  across  the  top  in  large  letters, 
and  u.  s.  in  the  upper  comers ;  plain  sides, 
and  denomination  across  the  bottom. 

The  Interior  stamps  are  the  handsomest  of 
the  series.     The  name  of  the  department  is 

•  [Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  W.  K.  Freeman,  for 
communication  of  an  extract  from  the  New  York 
Eptning  Telegram  of  Ist  ult.,  girin^r  precisely  the  same 
details,  both  contributors  having  evidently  obtained  the 
information,  which  they  have  so  obligingly  sent,  from  the 
same  source.  As  in  these  descriptions  there  is  one  point 
which  does  not  come  out  very  clearly,  we  may  take  the 
opportunity  of  saying  that  we  underatand  that  the 
medallions  are  all  printed  in  the  colours  used  for  the 
stamps  employed  by  the  public,  and  that  the  specially-en- 
graved framework  is  printed  for  all  the  values  in  the  one 
particular  colour  chosen  for  each  department.  Thus  the 
colour  for  the  War  Department  being  carmine,  we  shall 
find  the  following  varieties : — 


1  cent,  centre  blue,  frame  carmine. 

2  „         „     brown,  „     carmine. 

3  „         „     green,   „     carmine. 


»» 


and  so  on.  The  only  difficulty  is  in  respect  of  stamps  of 
which  the  colour  of  the  centre  happens  to  be  the  same  as 
that  chosen  for  the  framework,  as  for  instance,  in  the  case 
of  the  War  Department,  with  the  90  c.  Here,  if  the  rule 
be  carried  through,  we  shall  find  a  carmine  centre  and  a 
carmine  frame,  and  the  same  hitch  must  occur  in  respect 
of  one  value  or  another  in  all  the  intended  series.— Ed.] 


written  across  the  top,  extending  from  side 
to  side,  with  stars  in  the  upper  comers,  wid 
pillars  on  the  sides,  running  irom.  the  top,  and 
terminating  with  the  letters  u.  s.  set  in  relief. 

The  State  Department  stamp  is  very  plain. 
The  name  of  the  department  across  the  top, 
plain  sides,  with  large  letters,  u.  s.,  at  the 
lower  corners,  and  denomination  across  the 
bottom. 

The  Department  of  Justice  has  a  plain 
and  severe  looking  stamp,  with  plain  sides 
and  corners  ;  departmbnt  op  justice  written 
across  the  top,  and  the  letters  u.  8.  in  hffge 
type  set  in  stSEirs  at  the  lower  sides. 
'  The  Post-office  Department  stamp,  instead 
of  the  medallion,  will  have  the  denomination 
in  large  figures,  and  full  relief  in  white,  on 
a  black  ground.  The  border  of  this  stamp 
is  of  exquisite  workmanship,  and  is  com- 
posed of  a  delicate  wreath  of  leaves  entwined 
around  the  medallion ;  the  letters  c.  s.  are 
in  the  lower  corners,  and  two  balls  in  the 
upper  corners.  The  reason  for  making  the 
post-offiee  stamp  dil^rent  from  the  others 
is,  that  the  Post-office  Department  has  to 
distribute  these  stamps  to  30,000  postmasters 
throughout  the  country  for  official  use,  and 
it  will  occasion  less  confusion,  and  less 
opportunity  for  careless,  ignorant,  «id  dis- 
honest postmasters  to  disarrange  the  sjstem 
by  having  a  distinctive  stamp  for  their  own 
use. 

Each  department  has  a  different  colour, 
so  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  .for  the 
correspondence  to  get  mixed.  The  colour 
for  the  War  Department  is  carmine;  the 
Navy,  blue ;  the  Interior,  vermilion ;  State, 
green ;  Treasury,  velvet-brown ;  Post-office, 
black;  Agricultural,  straw  colour;  Depart- 
ment oi^  Justice,  royal  purple ;  Executive, 
chocolate. 

It  was  at  first  proposed  to  give  to  each 
department  a  different  and  emblematic  design, 
without  regard  to  colour ;  but  upon  consul- 
tation, it  was  decided  to  make  the  colour 
distinctive,  leaving  the  general  design  the 
same  for  all.  The  shades  used  by  the  depart- 
ments will  be  entirely  different  from  those  in 
general  use,  so  that  a  glance  will  determine 
the  differenc3.  The  selections  of  c^Ioutr 
have  nearly  all  been  made,  and  the  designs 
chosen. 
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There  is  in  course  of  preparation  a  design 
for  a  special  stamp,  to  be  used  by  the  State 
Departoaent,  to  cover  matter  sent  in  despatch 
bags  to  foreign  countries.  This  is  to  be 
done  in  two  colours,  with  a  medallion  of 
William  H.  Seward  (Secretary  of  State 
under  Lincoln),  engraved  from  the  portrait 
of  him  in  Carpenter's  painting  of  the  signing 
of  the  emancipation  proclamation. 

In  conclusion,  although  having  other  mat- 
ters to  write  about  in  this  connection,  let  me 
st^te  that  these  stamps  are  to  be  forwarded 
directly  to  the  several  departments  by  the 
Bank  IJN'ote  Company,  in  requisitions  from 
the  post-office  at  Washington,  and  that  in  no 
case  are  they  to  be  delivered  to  the  public,  or 
sold  to  any  person. 


POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

Advebtisino  on  French  Post  Cabds. — A  Paris 
adrertising  agent,  as  well  as  several  maitom  de  nouveaule$ 
of  the  Boulevards,  has  made  a  contract  with  the  Post- 
master General  for  printing  advertisements  between  the 
margin  and  the  edge  of  the  new  post  card.  For  such 
permission  the  contractors  undertake  to  pay  the  post- 
office  five  centimes  per  card. 

Femalb  Emplotii*ent  in  the  United  States  Post- 
Ai,  Service.— In  answer  to  a  circular  letter  from  the 
Director  of  Poets,  Berlin,  Germany,  Postmaster-General 
CreMwell  replies,  that  the  number  of  women  employed  in 
the  postal  service  of  the  United  States,  is  about  700,  and 
they  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  positions  to 
the  general  acceptance  of  the  department. —  The  Curiotity 
Hunter, 

The  Thurn  and  Taxis  Stamps.— Mr.  0.  Taylor  rift- 
marks  that  no  remainders  are  procurable  of  the  stamps  in 
question.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  Prus- 
sians (owing,  we  understand,  to  a  peculiar  grudge  against 
the  Prince  of  Thurn  and  Taxis,  on  account  of  his  Austrian 
proclivities  and  connections)  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed 
all  the  stamps  and  apparatus  found  in  any  of  the  offices  of 
which  they  took  possession. —  The  PhilatelUt, 

A  Select  Letter  Service  — According  to  the  Italie^ 
the  Empress  of  Russia,  while  in  Italy,  does  not  correspond 
with  the  Eiuperor  bv  the  post-office.  A  service  of  couriers 
has  been  estaoiished  between  Sorrento  and  St.  Petersburg, 
comp<wed  of  eiehteen  persons,  who  are  continually  en 
route  between  the  two  places.  Every  time  the  Empress 
writes,  as  she  does  nearly  every  day.  a  courier  starts  with 
the  packet,  which  he  is  instructed  to  deliver  into  the 
hands  of  the  Czar  himself. 

A  PiOFON  Express  por  Newspapers. —  The  Ceylon 
Observer  has  been  attempting  to  run  a  **  pigeon  express" 
between  Galle  and  Colombo,  and  would  very  likely  have 
succeeded,  had  not  a  blood-thirsty  civet-cat  wriggled  her- 
self between  the  narrow  bars  (l|  in.  apart)  of  the  dovecot, 
and  killed  five  of  the  finest  pigeons  in  training ;  in  every 
ease  it  had  cut  the  jugular  vein  and  sucked  the  blood. 
The  Observer  hopcn,  however,  that  ere  many  weeks  other 
pigeons,  now  in  training,  will  be  regularly  bringing  from 


Oalle  to  Colombo,  the  budgets  of  news,  written  and  jninted 
on  thin  paper  for  the  special  purpose. 

How  Americans  vsb  up  Postage  Stamps.— The 
following  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  immense  number 
of  postage  stamps  used  in  the  United  States.  In  the  space 
of  three  months,  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  have 
made  over  143,000,000  of  all  denominations,  valued  at 
over  4,000,000  dollars.  During  the  past  year  620,000,000 
have  been  completed  in  a  week,  and  18,000,000  in  a  single 
day.  Three  times  as  manj  three  cent  stamps  as  of  all 
other  denominations  combined.  After  them  comes  the 
one  cent,  and  then  the  two  and  six  cent. — ^The  last  weekly 
return  of  the  company  showed  a  manufacture  of  over 
14,000,000  of  finished  stamps.— .^fR#rtraii  Newepaper  J2^ 
porter. 

Fish  bt  Post. — To  send  live  fish  in  a  letter  by  post  from 
Naples  to  London  would  seem  at  first  sight  to  incredible 
ana  impossible  feat,  and  yet  it  has  been  done.  Five  little 
sea  fish,  measuring  each  about  two  inches  long,  wrapped 
up  in  damp  sea-weed  (vareehj  were  forwarded,  says  the 
Corretpondanee  Anglaite^  on  the  4th  January,  from  Na- 
ples to  London,  as  a  registered  packet,  addressed  to  the 
Crystal  Palace  Aquarium.  The  little  parcel  weighed 
seven  ounces. '  It  reached  its  destination  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th.  When  unpacked  the  fish  were  found  to  be 
rather  exhausted,  but  when  they  were  placed  in  a  ressel 
filled  with  ses'^ater,  four  out  of  the  five  refined  their 
senses,  and  at  present  swim  fearlessly  about  m  their  new 
domain.  The  travellers  belong  to  the  genus  amphioeue, 
which  figure  in  almost  the  lowest  rank  of  the  veitebrated 
order. — Moniteur  OMeiel, 

Postal  Jokes.— Tears  ago,  when  the  cost  of  postage 
was  much  greater  than  at  present,  jokes  were  sometimes 
played  off,  the  frm  of  which  was  to  make  a  man  pay 
neavy  postage  for  very  unnecessary  information.  Wnen 
Collins,  the  artist,  was  once  with  some  friends  around 
him,  one  of  them  resisted  eyery  attempt  to  induce  him  to 
to  stay  to  supper.  He  withdrew,  and  the  friends  in 
council  over  tne  banquet  resolved  that  the  sulkj;  guest 
should  be  punished.  Accordingly,  on  the  following  day 
Collins  sent  him  a  folded  sheet  ot  foolscap,  on  which  was 
written,  "After  you  left  we  had  stout  and  oysters."  The 
receiver  understood  what  was  mennt,  but  he  was  equally 
resolved  to  have  his  revenge.  Accordingly,  biding  his 
time,  he  transmitted,  in  a  feigned  hand,  a  letter  to  Collins, 
in  which  the  painter  read  only,  **  Had  you  } "  There- 
with the  joke  seemed  at  an  end ;  but  Collins  would  have 
the  last  word.  He  waited  and  waited  till  the  matter  was 
almost  forgotten,  and  then  the  writer  of  the  last  query 
opened  a  letter  one  morning  in  which  he  had  the  satis- 
faction of  finding  an  answer  to  it  in  the  words,  "  Tes,  we 
had."— Fawi/y  Heiald, 

Clever  Detection  op  a  Post-Office  Thief. — As  is 
well-known,  Boston  is  a  sort  of  postal  head -quarters  for 
New  England,  and  a  very  lar^e  proportion  of  the  mails 
from  the  South  and  West,  intended  for  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  pass  through  that  office,  so  that, 
aside  from  the  day  force,  some  twenty  clerks  are  employed 
in  distributing  and  forwarding  the  mails  during  the  night. 
Between  November  and  March  last^  Messrs.  Hunter  and 
Co.,  publishers  at  Hinsdale,  N.  H.,  were  daily  annoyed 
by,  and  suffered  great  losses  from,  the  failure  of  valuable 
letters  to  reach  their  address.  The  losses  were  duly 
reported  to  the  post-office  department,  and  agents  were 
put  on  the  watcn.  Still,  the  losses  continued;  letters 
from  California,  Africa,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  from 
almost  every  state,  from  Springfield,  Boston,  and  from 
all  points  from  which  they  had  to  pass  through  Boston, 
started  but  never  reached  their  destination.  These 
losses  were  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  letters  ad- 
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dressed  to  the  firm  named,  of  wMch  nearly  a  thousand 
often  passed  through  Boston  in  a  single  night ;  and 
although  the  losses  daily  increased— including  not  only 
letters  with  coin,  but  also  those  containing  money-orders, 
drafts,  checks,  &o. — no  clue  could  be  obtained  to  the  thief. 
One  day,  about  the  middle  of  February,  Hunter  and  Co., 
in  assorting  their  afternoon  letters  m>m  Boston,  dis- 
ooTored  a  large  number  of  letters  from  Tarious  states,  each 
of  which  was  smoked  on  the  back  of  the  envelope,  and 
when,  upon  opening  the  entire  lot,  they  were  found  to 
contain  nothing  yaluable,  the  conclusion  was  instantly 
arrived  at,  that  someone  had  been  using  a  light,  and, 
by  holding  the  letter  over  it,  could  easily  see  what  letters 
contained  money,  and  those  that  did  not  were  allowed  to 
proceed,  while  the  others  were  stolen. 

This  clue  was  at  once  made  use  of,  and  the  special  agent 
at  Boston  for  two  weeks  watched  the  employes  vigilantly. 
On  the  first  of  March  a  night-watch  was 'established, 
which  soon  succeeded  in  catching  the  thief  in  the  act,  the 
result  of  which  was  the  arrest,  on  the  22nd,  of  Frederick 
W,  Cooper,  a  night  clerk  at  the  distributing  department. 
Cooper,  who  had  been  employed  since  November  last  in 
making  up  the  mails  which  left  Boston  early  in  the 
momitig,  had.  contrary  to  rules,  been  in  the  habit  of 
reportinj^  for  duty  before  the  designated  time — 11.30  p.m. 
— sometimes  coming  bv  half-past  ten.  This  gave  him  the 
whole  field  to  himself,  and  his  method  was  to  take  a 

trackage,  hold  each  letter  over  the  gas-light,  and  steal  all 
etters  containing  money,  checks,  &c.  The  rest,  with, 
however,  the  tell-tale  smoke- mark  on  them,  were  sent 
forward.  Just  after  Cooper  was  detected,  he  left  the  office, 
and  two  weeks  later  he  returned  and  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion to  Postmaster  Burt,  saying  that  he  ^*  could  not  stay 
any  longer."  Mr.  Burt  repliea  that  he  probably  would 
stay  longer  than  he  wished,  and  at  once  arrested  him. 
He  denied  the  theft  in  toCo,  and  referred  the  officer 
to  his  recommendations,  but  upon  being  taken  before 
the  special  agent  and  cross-questioned,  he  broke  down  and 
confe89ed.  An  examination  followed,  and  in  default  of 
bail  he  was  committed. 

Cooper's  statement  of  the  amount  stolen  bears  no  com- 
parison to  the  amount  missing,  which  is  known  to  be  at 
least  $1000  in  cash,  besides  an  unmeose  number  of  money, 
orders,  drafts,  checks,  &c.,  all  of  which  he  had  destroyed. 
He  appears  very  penitent,  which  is,  however,  very 
characteristic  of  post-offico  robbers  in  general.  Thus, 
after  four  months  o^  steady  depredations,  and  after  causing 
great  loss,  annoyance,  and  delay  to  thousands  who  had  sent 
money  in  various  sums,  the  thief  is  caged  and  pretty  sure 
to  get  his  deserts. — Th^  Springfield  Union, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  HOME-MADE  PERMANENT  ALBUM. 
To  the  Editor  of^*^  The  Stamp -Collector's  Maoazinb." 

Dear  Sir,— Having  been  engaged  for  some  time  past 
in  the  manufacture  of  an  album  for  my  collection  of  post- 
age stamps,  I  venture  to  send  you  the  following  account 
of  my  method  of  so  doing,  in  hope  that  it  may  prove  inte- 
resting and  perhaps  instructive  to  such  of  your  readers  as 
ma^  contemplate  the  performance  of  a  similar  task,  pre- 
mising that  I  do  not  wish  to  claim  any  great  amount  of 
originality  for  my  design,  having  picked  up  many  hints 
from  letters  and  papers  in  Tlie  St»mp- Collector' a  Maga- 
zine ;  but,  having  done  all  that  I  am  about  to  describe,  I 
may  be  able  to  give  some  details  of  the  manufacture, 
which  could  hardly  be  given  by  one  who  had  not  tried  it. 

The  main  object  of  my  method  of  construction  is  the 


attainment  of  permanence,  by  means  of  separate  pages, 
fastened  together  in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow  of  the 
book  being  at  any  time  taken  to  nieces  for  the  insertion  <^ 
fresh  pages,  in  their  proper  places,  or  for  entire  re- 
arrangement.  My  book  is  fastened  together  by  string* 
passed  through  holes,  half  an  inch  from  the  inner  edge  of 
each  pa^e,  which  holes  are  prevented  ftom  splitting  or  en- 
laiiging  in  any  way  bv  being  protected  by  orais  eyelets, 
the  paper  being  further  strengthened,  as  will  be  seen 
presently,  by  tne  linen  hinge,  which  acta  as  a  kind  of 
Dacking. 

The  construction  which  I  am  aboit  to  describe  caiif  of 
course,  be  adapted  to  pages  of  any  siae ;  but  I  will  give  the 
dimensions  which^  I  naVe  used  myself.  The  materisl  I 
have  employed  is  a  very  thin  cardboard,  somewhat 
thicker  than  the  thickest  drawii^  P*P*i^f  &nd  smoother  on 
one  side  tham  on  the  other.  I  find  the  smooth  side  the 
best  to  rule  lines  upon,  and  it  is,  I  believe,  the  right  si^ 
of  the  paper,  thoc^h  the  appearance  of  the  other  is  equally 
pleasing.  This  oardboora  is  sold  in  abeeta,  twenty-tvo 
inches  oy  thirty,  price  threepence  each.  It  makes  the 
book  very  thick ;  but  it  is  more  durable  than  any  psper 
would  be,  is  less  liable  to  Wrinkle,  and  is  quite  capaole  of 
carrying  whole  envelopes  and  post  cards  without  danger 
of  tearing. 

I  make  the  pages  in  two  parts,  which  I  will  term,  re- 
spectively, the  lekfmxtd  the  ainfe -piece.  The  former  mea- 
sures eleven  inches  by  eight  mcuies^  and  the  latter  om 
inch  by  eight  inches ;  the  whole  page  being,  therefore,  an 
oblong  of  twelve  inches  bj  eight  inches.  I  cut  six  leaves 
out  of  each  sheet  by  dividing  it  longitudinally  down  the 
centre,  and  then  cutting  three  pieces,  each  eight  inches 
wide,  out  of  each  half ;  this  leaves  two  pieces  eleven  indies 
long  and  six  inches  wide,  out  of  whidi  the  hinge-piece 
can  be  cut. 

The  two  parts  are  joined  tc^etber  by  a  piece  of  ta]>e 
rather  more  than  an  inch -and- a-qu^irter  broad;  this  tt 

{wasted  on  so  as  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  hinge-piece, 
eaving  about  a  quarter-of-a(n<>inch  of  the  ti^  on  whidi 
to  paste  the  edge  of  the  leaf,  between  which  and  the 
hinge-piece  I  leave  a  space  of  about  one*  sixteenth  of  an 
inch,  which  allows  the  leaf  to  turn  freely  on  the  htnge 
thus  formed ;  I  find  that  the  leaf  is  held  quite  securely  ^ 
a  quarter-of-an-inch  of  the  breadth  of  the  tape,  and  the 
hinge-piece  is  much  strengthened  by  being  completely 
backed  by  it. 

Round  the  leaf  I  rule  a  line,  leaving  a  mafg:in  three- 
<^uarters  of  an  inch  wide  at  the  top,  bottom,  and  outer 
side,  and  one-quarter  of  an  inch  at  the  inner  side — that 
next  the  hinge ;  thus  forming  a  space  of  ten  inches  hf 
six-and-a-half  available  for  tlw  stamps. 

Should  you  think  that  it  would  be  of  any  interest  to  your 
readers,  I  will  proceed  in  the  next  number  to  describe  or 
method  of  arrangement,  in  its  general  priadples,  m 
in  its  application  to  the  different  countriea  aiiui  their 
various  issues ;  in  the  meantime  I  remain. 

Yours  very  tmly,      

Noncich,  CHETH. 

[We  shall  have  pleasure  in  inserting  our  correspoodmt't 
promised  second  letter.— Ed.] 


ANSWERS   TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  M.— Tou  will  find  the  French  10  c.  brown  on  pink 
referred  to  in  our  February  number.  On  page  1^  «f 
the  last  volume  iff  an  engraving  of  the  current  GerrosB 
type,  with  enlarged  eagle ;  and  further  reference  is  made" 
to  the  issue  on  page  186  of  the  same  volume.  We  are, 
nevertheless,  obliged  to  you  for  writing  us  on  the  subject 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  STUDY  OF 
THE  RUSSIAN  LOCAL  STAMPS. 


BY  OVEBY  TAYLOR. 


The  following  article  is  principally  based 
on  information  obligingly  communicated  by 
the  St.  Petersburg  correspondent  to  this 
magazine,  supplemented  by  details  drawn 
from  the  French  JourncU  Officlel  and  other 
papers.  Its  composition  has  been  retarded, 
in  the  expectation  that  further  intelligence 
would  come  to  hand.  Of  its  incomplete 
character  the  writer  is  fully  aware,  nor 
would  he  have  ventured  on  publishing  it, 
but  for  the  hope  he  entertains,  that  it  may 
act  as  a  pioneer  to  worthier  attempts  to  elu- 
cidate an  interesting  subject. 

The  Russian  local  stamps,  although  they 
have  taken  a  recognised  rank  among  postal 
emissions,  are  but  little  understood.  A  certain 
amount  of  incredulity  respecting  their  honil- 
fide  nature  is  not  inexcusable  on  the  part  of 
collectors,  seeing  how  many  well-puffed 
shams  have,  of  late  years,  acquired  an  un- 
deserved notoriety ;  and  the  disposition  to 
look  slskance  at  them  has  been  strengthened 
by  the  assertions  of  well-meaning  persons 
wlu)  have  made  a  few  weeks*  stay  in  Russia, 
to  the  effect  that  the  local  stamps  are 
unknown  to  the  postal  officials.  But  the 
chief  obstacle  to  an  unhesitating  acceptance 
of  these  stamps,  is  the  vagueness  of  our 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  have  sprung  into  existence,  and  the  exact 
purposes  they  serve.  The  possession  of  an 
acquaintance  with  these  essential  facts  suffices 
to  do  away  with  all  vestige  of  suspicion, 
and  gives  to  these  quaint  emissions  an  interest 
they  would  not  otherwise  inspire. 

Properly  to  understand  the  Russian  locals, 
we  must  take  a  glance  at  the  internal  economy 
of  the  empire,  starting  from  the  great  event 
of  1861 — the  liberation  of  the  serfs.  This 
was  accompanied  by  important  edicts,  regu- 
lating the  administration  of  the  rural  disti'icts. 
It  was  requisite  to  provide  the  freed  men 
with  a  system  of  civil  government  which 
should  educate  them  up  to  the  improved 
position  they  were  thenceforth  to  occupy. 
Previously  existing  institutions  were  there- 
fore remodelled,  and  their  benefits  extended. 

VOL.  XI.       No.  117. 


Elective  assemblies  became  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  Russian  communes  themselves 
had,  in  their  humble  way,  been  accustomed 
for  ages  to  regulate  their  internal  affairs 
by  means  of  a  council  composed  of  the  heads 
of  families  of  the  village,  elected  in  the 
proportion  of  one  to  every  five  hearths.  The 
repartition  of  the  taxes,  the  administration 
of  justice,  the  division  of  the  communal 
lands,  all  these  duties  were  performed  by 
the  assembly  of  elders,  which  met  on  Sundays, 
in  summer  in  the  open  air,  in  winter  at  the 
house  of  the  most  wealthy  member.  The 
powers  of  these  village  parliaments  were 
confirmed  in  1861,  and  at  the  same  time, 
for  judicial  and  other  purposes,  the  villages 
were  grouped  together  into  volosths,  or  can- 
tons, with  a  centrial  council,  presided  over  by 
a  chief  elected  among  the  peasants,  who, 
during  its  recesses,  is  assisted  by  a  kind  of 
committee  or  delegation,  consisting  of  the 
heads  of  the  villages  forming  the  volosth. 

An  important  advance  in  the  development 
of  the  system  of  government  by  representa- 
tion, which  was  thus  initiated  in  the  village 
administration,  took  place  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1864.  Provincial  and  district  re- 
presentative assemblies  were  then  established 
in  thirty-two  *  out  of  the  seventy-six  govern- 
ments into  which  the  major  part  of  Russia  is 
divided,  and  also  in  the  territory  of  Bessar- 
abia. The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
thirty-two  governments,  and  as  they  have 
a  connection  with  the  issue  of  local  stamps, 
it  is  as  well  to  bear  them  in  mind. 


Charkuff 

Orel 

Taurida 

C  hereon 

Penza 

'J'ambow 

Ekatcrinoslav 

Perm 

Toula 

Kaluga 

Petersburg 

Tver 

Kazan 

PoUawa 

Tuchemigow 

Kodtroma 

Pskoff 

Yaroslaf 

Koui^k 

Kiasan 

"Wologda 

Moscow 

Samara 

Woronej 

Nijni  Novgorod 
Novgorod 

Saratov 

Wjatka 

Simbirsk 

AVladimir. 

Olont'tz 

Smole^^k 

With  the  provincial  assemblies,  which  arc 
the  more  important  of  the  two,  we  have  but 
little  to  do.    They  deal,  as  their  name  import?, 

*  The  French  Journal  OJficiel  says  thirty- three,  but  I 
prefer  to  accept  the  number  fixed  by  the  i^t.  Petersburg 
corres|>ondent,  as  it  is  aecompanied  with  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  governments,  and  is,  moreover,  officially 
guaranteed. 
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with  the  affairs  of  the  entire  province  or 
government.  Their  annual  sessions,  which 
are  of  twenty  days'  duration,  are  held  in  the 
chief  town  of  the  governinent,  and  during 
their  vacations,  a  permanent  committee 
execute  their  decisions.  Our  business  is 
more  especially  with  the  District  Land 
Assemblies,  which  are  composed  (like  the 
pi*ovincial  assemblies)  of  delegates  in  equal 
proportions,  of  the  landed  proprietors,  in- 
habitants of  cities,  and  peasants  within  the 
district.  The  districts,  it  should  be  observed, 
are  the  leading  sub-divisions  of  the  govern- 
ments. Some  notion  of  their  extent  and 
relative  importance  may  be  formed  from  the 
fact,  that  in  the  whole  of  European  Russia 
there  are  but  185  of  them. 

To  resums :  the  district  assemblies  meet 
once  a  year  for  ten  days.  They  are  quite  in- 
dependent of  each  other,  but  are  all  equally 
subordinate  to  the  provincial  assemblies. 
Following  the  system  adopted  by  the  latter, 
the  district  assembly  electe  a  committee 
consisting  of  a  president  and  not  more  than 
three  assessors,  to  admim'ster  the  district 
affairs  during  the  vacations.  This  com- 
mittee is  renewed  at  the  end  of  every  third 
year.  It  holds  its  sittings  in  the  chief  town 
of  the  district,  where  the  president  must  have 
his  residence.  It  is  called  the  Zenukaya 
Uprava,  or  land  court,  and  it  is  by  this  court 
or  board  that  the  public  business  is  really 
transacted.  The  local  postage  service, 
wherever  estaWsbed^  is  under  its  control, 
and  how  it  is  woriced  we  shall  presently  see. 

The  exact  period  when  the  first  R^issian 
local  posts  were  established  is  not  known. 
In  fact^  it  is  in  r^pect  of  the  date  and  cir- 
cumstances of  their  establishment  that  the 
greatest  difficulty  occura ;  for  whilst  on  the 
one  hand  the  imperial  decree  authorising  the 
creation  of  such  posts  is  dated  the  5th  Sep- 
tember, 1870,  on  the  other  hand  we  find  our- 
selves confronted  with  the  emissions  of  Bo- 
gorodsk  and  Horowitz,  which  were  noticed 
in  The  Sianij>-OoUector9  Marfazme  in  the 
middle  of  1^69 ;  and  it  is  asserted  that  other 
locals  have  been  in  existenoe  since  even  an 
earlier  date.  The  missing  link  in  the  chain 
of  evidence  is  the  source  of  the  authorisation 
in  virtue  of  which  these  firat  locals  appeared. 
Unfortannt^ly  wp  do  not  possess  means  of 


tracing  it,  and  there  are  bat  few  data  to 
help  us  in  our  search.  We  know  indeed  from 
Tks  SL  FeUn'^hurg  Gazette  (See  The  Stamp- 
GoUetior'a  Magazmty  vol.  viiL,  p.  171)  tiiat 
when  the  local  boards  were  finst  established 
their  official  correspondence  was  carried  free, 
though  whether  by  the  post-offico  or  otherwise 
is  notstated,  and  that  the  ultimate  withdrawal 
of  that  privilege  led  to  a  resolution  by  the 
land  assembly  of  the  Voronej  govemmait, 
in  December,  186d,  to  establifdi*  local  po«t. 
We  furtiber  learn  that  the  resolution  was 
disapproved  of  by  the  Voronej  government, 
and  annulled  by  the  senate  in  August,  1870, 
on  the  ground  "of  its  not  being  in  aooordance, 
in  the  first  place,  with  the  1114th  clause  of 
the  oode^  which  directly  prohibits  the  opening 
of  any  private  cBtaWshment  over  and  above 
the  post-office  department,  for  the  carriage  of 
letters ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  with  the  im- 
perial statute  of  Ist  May,  1870,  regarding 
the  manner  of  conveying  the  correspondence 
of  local  courts/*  Now,  it  may  well  have 
been  that  similar  action  on  the  part  of  the 
laaid  assemblies  in  other  provinces  may  not 
have  met  witi\  a  rebuke  from  the  governors 
of  such  provinces,  but,  on  the  contrary,  may 
have  been  approved  of  by  them.  This  is  Uie 
most  plausible  explanation  of  the  issue  of  the 
Bogorodsk  and  other  stamps  in  1868-69. 
They  were  in  some  sense  irregularly  issued, 
for  though  they  must  have  had  the  sanction 
of  the  provincial  authorities,  their  emission, 
as  has  been  seen  above,  wa^  coritraiHr  to  the 
established  law.  The  case  of  the  Voronej 
land  assembly  was  probably  a  typical  one. 
Its  resolutions  were  blamed  for  form's  sake 
by  the  senate,  whose  observations  really  ap> 
plied  to  the  action  of  other  provinces  besides 
Voronej ;  but  in  less  than  a  month  afterwards 
the  local  service  was  regularly  authorised. 
The  matter  must  have  been  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  government  for  some  time 
previously,  for  the  decree  reproduced  below 
shows  a  practical  acquaintance  with  the  par- 
ticularities of  the  local  service  and  its  re- 
quirements which  could  not  have  been 
evoked  out  of  a  mere  theoretical  study. 

Moreover,  it  must  be  borne  in  miiui  that 
if  the  local  posts  were,  as  it  would  seem,  at 
first  informally  established  in  certain  dis- 
tricts, the  land  assemblies,  which  thus  took 
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the  initiative  in  the  creation  of  the  serrioe, 
were  acting  in  the  interests  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  the  assemblies  themselves 
being  new  institutions,  which  required  to  be 
developed,  and  not  snubbed,  it  is  possible 
that  the  governors,  and  perhaps  the  head 
administration,  may  have  winked  at  the  ir- 
regularity  of  the  proceedings  in  consideration 
of  the  good  really  effected.  However  this 
may  be,  the  writer  feels  convinced  that  the 
decree  hereunder  given,  in  spite  of  its 
necessarily  stiff  phraseology,  should  be  looked 
on  as  intended  not  only  to  authorise  the  eres^ 
tion  of  local  posts,  but  legally  to  confirm, 
and  periiaps  extend,  the  privileges  of  those 
already  in  existence.  We  find  in  the  emis- 
sion of  local  stamps  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
decree  an  apparent  contradiction ;  but  facts 
are  facts,  and  a  single  good  one  is  worth  a 
dozen  conjectures.  We  hioio  that  the  stamps 
in  question  are  authentic,  and  we  know  that 
the  decree  is  authentic  ;  the  only  conclusion 
we  can  draw  is  the  one  already  indicated, 
namely,  that  the  issue  of  the  stamps  was 
sanctioned  by  some  authorities  of  whose  acts 
we  have  no  knowledge  at  present.  Admitting 
the  existence  of  these  stamps,  we,  never- 
theless, found  their  legality  and  their  history 
— equally  with  that  of  subsequently  issued 
series — on  the  decree,  to  whioh  we  now 
proceed. 

St  Petersburg,  5-17  September,  1870. 

Seeing  thait  tbc  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  poslal  de- 
partment are  insufficient  to  ensure  the  transmission  of 
the  private  correspondence  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
empire,  more  especially  of  those  who  reside  in  localities 
vbich,  from  theit  geographical  position,  are  alq^pst  en- 
tirely deprived  of  postal  communication,  or  which  happen 
to  be  at  a  great  distance  from  the  offices  estabKsliedby  the 
post ;  with  a  view  to  faoilitate  to  the  iohiU>ilant8  of  those 
countries  the  possibility  of  exchanging  their  corres- 
pondence in  the  most  convenient,  and,  above  all,  in  the 
least  costly  manner,  and  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the 
8enate,  dated  the  27tb  Au^UAt,  of  Uiis  year,  I  authorise 
the  establishment  of  a  special  local  post  in  the  localities 
in  which  it  may  be  needed,  on  the  following  conditions : — 

1. — ThB  local  post  16  ATITHO&ISED-^ 

a. — To  earry  ordinary  correspondence,  and  also  jour- 
nals, circulars,  remittances,  regisitered  letters,  and  other 
packages  from  the  post-town  So  all  the  more  or  less  distant 
portions  of  the  district. 

b. — To  convoy  all  such  correspoudence,  &c.,  from  the 
district  to  the  nearest  post-office. 

e. — And  to  carry  all  such  correspondence  beltceeH  such 
portions  of  the  distriet  as  may  be  deprived  of  postal 
eommunications. 

2. — Persons  wishing  to  receive  their  correspondence 
through  the  post-office  through  the  local  post  must  pre- 


sent at  the  poet-office  written  deelarations  or  author- 
isations to  that  effect  from  the  board  (or  court)  of  the  dis- 
trict to  which  they  belong. 

3. — The  transport  of  local  correapondenee  must  be 
confined  to  the  croas-xoada  between  the  postal  town  and 
the  villages. 

4. — The  local  post  is  authorised  to  employ  special 
pettagc  stamps,  solely  on  the  express  understanding  that 
their  design  shall  dioor  entirely  froip  that  of  the  stamps 
employed  by  the  imperial  post-office. 

o.^rhe  country  letter-carriers  of  the  local  post  may 
have  on  then*  bags  the  arms  of  the  goyeiiunent  or  dis- 
trict, but  without  the  post-liom. 

Informing  your  Excellency  of  the  arrangements  made,  I 
have  the  honour  to  beg  vou  to  transmit  to  the  various 
offices  the  regulationa  of  the  loeol  post,  and  to  engage  the 
provincial  tribunals  to  contribute  on  their  side  to  its 
oixanizfttion,  so  ns  to  ensure  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict the  fVee  interchange  of  their  correspondence. 
The  Minister  for  Home  Affiiir^, 

(Signed)        I'HINCi!;  LOBANOFF  UOSTOVSKY. 
The  Dirt'ctor, 

BARON  VELIO. 

This  decree  was  modified  by  a  snbseqnent 
one,  dated  the  if  November,  1871,  of  which 
the  principal  articles  a"re  to  the  following 
effect : — 

1. — The  responsibility  for  the  regular  transmission  of 
the  eorresponoenoe  delivered  by  the  imperial  to  the  local 
post  falls  on  the  latter,  and  should  a  roistered  letter  be 
lost,  the  local  post  must  pay  an  indemnity  of  ten  roubles. 

2. — ^The  local  post  may  be  worked  over  ail  non-postal 
roadfl,  and  the  carriers  may,  if  necessary,  cross  ite  post- 
roads,  or  even  go  along  thein  to  reach  the  next  by-road. 

The  second  article  forms  an  important 
modification  of  the  original  role,  which  it  is 
easy  to  understand  must  have  led  to  mach 
nnnecessary  dday . 

So  far,  then,  for  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  local  post.  Their  execution  is  left  with 
the  district  land  assemblies,  and,  perhaps — 
for  on  t^is  point  the  writer's  information  is 
not  quite  clear — thepi\)vincial  assemblies  may 
have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  The  establish- 
ment of  a  local  post  is,  in  the  first  instance, 
laadp  the  subject  of  a  vote,  and  if  the  deci- 
sion of  the  deUberative  bodies  be  in  its 
favour,  the  organisation  of  the  service  is  left 
to  the  local  board,  or  land  court,  caosisting, 
as  already  stated,  of  a  president  and  not  more 
tha,ja  three  assessors,  elected  for  three  years 
by  the  district  assembly.  It  is  the  president 
of  this  board  who  is  charged  with  the  dtity  of 
submitting  the  designs  for  the  stamps  to  the 
assembly,  whose  aj^roval  of  them  must  be 
obtained,  and  it  is  he  who  attends  to  the 
printing,  and  in  fact  to  all  the  arrange- 
ments. He  makes  his  report  to  the  district 
assembly ;  but  the  fashion  of  publishing  blue- 
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books  has  not  jet  affected  the  Bassian  pro- 
vincial councils,  so  that  the  hope  for  a 
moment  entertained  b/  the  writer  of  getting 
official  statistics  respecting  some  of  the  local 
posts  is  not  likely  to  be  gratified. 

The  president,  who,  for  our  purpose,  is  ik) 
other  than  the  rural  postmaster,  lives  in  the 
chief  town  of*  the  district.  The  offices  of  the 
'rural  administration,  or  upinva,  are  also 
situated  there,  and  in  those  offices  the  local 
postage  stamps  are  kept. 

Th 3  limitation  of  the  employment  of  the 
local  post  to  those  persons  only  who  obtain 
authority  from  their  local  court  to  receive 
their  letters  appears  to  be  very  injudicious, 
more  especially  as  it  would  seem  to  involve 
the  necessity  of  a  journey  to  the  chief  town 
to  get  there  quired  document ;  but,  perhaps, 
in  practice  the  regulation  does  not  really 
work  badly.  We  Know  but  very  little  of 
Russian  habits  in  the  matter  of  letter  writing. 
Probably  the  peasants  are  as  averse  to  cor- 
respondence as  in  most  other  countries,  and 
the  rural  mails  are  chiefly  composed  of 
business  communications.  The  business 
men  of  the  district  would  easily  obtain  the 
authorisation  of  the  local  board  ;  and,  again, 
it  may  be  that  personal  application  for  the 
same  is  not  necessary.  Besides  providing 
himself  with  a  permit,  the  village  inhabitant 
who  wishes  to  receive  his  correspondence 
through  the  local  post  must  pay  an  annual 
subscription  of  1  rouble  43  kopecs,  which  it 
may  be  presumed  goes  to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  office. 

A  supplem^itary  decree,  issued  by  the 
home-office  on  the  25th  October,  1870,  to 
some  extejit  opens  the  privilege  of  the  local 
post  to  "non-subscribers"  by  a  sensible 
provision  that  should  the  sender  of  a  letter, 
of  which  the  addressee  lives  elsewhere  than 
in  a  post-town,  state  on  the  envelope  that  he 
wishes  the  letter  to  l>e  taken  to  its  des- 
tination, the  post  is  bound  to  send  it. 

The  correspondence  between  the  local 
courts,  the  dispute  respect ing  which  led  to 
the  establishment  of  a  postal  service — pro 
bono  fmblico—ia  carried  by  the  local  post  free 
oF  chaise,  as  indeed  might  have  been  snp- 
])  )se(l,  ftceuig  that  the  service  really  belongs 
to  those  courts.  No  official  stamps  are  eni- 
'»lovcd   to   represent   the   postage,  but   the 


letters  are  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  district 
court,  and  entered  in  a  book  in  which  the 
receiving-court  signs  an  acknowledgment 
of  receipt.  The  Rjeff  circular  stamp,  en- 
graved on  p.  185  of  the  last  volume  of  the 
IS.  0.  Af.,  is,  in  reality,  merely  used  as  a  seaL 

The  localities  served  by  the  local  post 
comprise,  not  only  the  out-of-the-way  villages, 
but  also  not  a  few  towns,  which,  hieippening 
not  to  lie  on  the  imperial  post-roads,  are  not 
in  direct  communication  with  the  state  post- 
office.  On  the  other  hand,  villages  which 
are  on  the  post-roads,  get  their  through  letters 
by  the  state  office,  and  are  only  indebted  to 
the  local  office  for  their  letters  from  other 
villages  which  Ke  off  the  post-road. 

In  the  local  service  the  rural  letter  carriers 
must  play  a  very  important  part,  for,  as  far 
as  the  writer  can  learn,  no  receiving-offices 
exist  in  the  villages  or  towns ;  consequently 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  postman  to  deliver  the 
letters  from  the  chief  town,  receive  the 
postage  due  on  them,  arUd  collect  ilie  cor- 
respondence for  the  chief  town.  Seeing  the 
distances  they  have  to  traverse,  we  should 
have  thought  it  was  the  rule  to  send  tin 
postmefu  out  on  horseback,  but  it  appears 
such  is  not  the  case.  The  postm^i  go  on 
foot,  and  make  i^eir  rounds  in  nnost  govern- 
ments three  times  a  week ;  in  some,  at  longer 

intervals. 

{To  be  eoniint$ed). 

SPANISH  POSTAL  CHRONOLOGY. 

BY  DON  M.  P.  DE  FIOCEUOA^ 

(Translated  from  the  Revitta  d$  Corrtot.) 

It  will  be  admitted  that  bibliography  and 
legislation,  in  the  matter  of  which  we  treat, 
are  the  necessary  starting-points  for  every 
kind  of  disquisition.  Few  philatelical  wofIk 
have  been  published  in  Spain,  but,  in 
compensation,  a  number  of  laws  exist 
relating  to  postage  stamps.  Leaving  the  list 
of  publications  for  another  occa^on,  allow 
me  to  submit  to  your  appreciation  the 
following  catalogue  of  postal  regulations. 
Excuse  its  omissions  and  redundancies,  and 
allow  me  to  hope  that  you  ox  your  readers 
will  be  good  enough  to  improve  it  by  adding 
to  it  items  which  may  have  escaped  mo,  and 
eliminating  whatever  may  be  considered  oat 
of  place. 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


101 


1849. 
24^h  OcK  and  \8t  I>ec.— That  an  and  after 
the  Ist  January,  1851,  the  prepayment  and 
registration  of  letters  shall  be  effected  by 
means  of  gummed  paper  labels  which  shall 
b6ar  the  bust  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and 
that  the  backs  of  the  stamps  must  be  moist- 
ened, to  enable  them  to  adhere  to  the  enve- 
lopes. Notice  given  that  the  stamps  should 
be  put  in  the  upper  left  comer,  and  that  care 
must  be  taken  to  well  wet  the  gum  to  pre- 
vent them  from  falling  off.  In  the  Carta  de 
Coireos  Pastas  (Madrid,  1865)  and  the  Oar- 
tiUa  Postal  de  Espana  (Barcelona,  1868),  both 
which  may  be  considered  as  official  publi- 
cations, it  is  recommended  that  the  stamps 
should  be  put  in  the  upper  right  corner.  This 
is  more  just,  convenient,,  and  logical. 

1850  and  1851. 
Nothing. 

1852. 

4fh  September^ — That  black  priuting-ink 
shall  be  used  for  the  obliteration  of  postage 
stamps. 

Zrd  November. — ^That  letter-boxes  shall  be 
placed  in  various  parts  of  Madrid  for  the 
service  of  the  local  post-office,  and  that 
special  stamps,  of  which  the  use  shall  be  obli- 
gatory, shall  be  fabricated  for  the  local 
correspondence. 

1853. 

11th  May, — That  great  care  should  be 
taken  ,  in  obliterating  the  postage  stamps  to 
notice  if  any  appear  doubtful.  Reference  is 
made  to  the  discovery  of  false  stamps  on 
letters  posted  in  Granada. 

29th  May. — That  arrangements  had  been 
made  for  the  issue  of  postage  stamps  of  a 
new  type  for  the  ensuing  year.  That  at  the 
same  time  corresponding  stamps  for  the  local 
service  recently  established  in  Madrid,  shall 
be  prcceeded  with,  and  that  the  price  of  one 
cuarto  shall  be  indicated  on  them,  instead  of 
three  cuartos  as  at  present. 

[I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  quote 
the  dispositions  which  refer  either  directly 
or  indirectly  to  the  changes  in  the  Spanish 
stamps  in  the  years  1851,  1852,  and  1853.] 

8//*  October. — That  on  and  after  the  15th  of 
this  month,  the  postage  of  every  single- 
weight  letter  for  the  interior  of  Madrid  will 


be  fixed  at  one  aiartOy  and  that  the  stamps  of 
that  value  will  consequently  be  issued  at  once, 
instead  of  deferring  the  execution  of  the 
reform  until  the  following  year. 

1854. 

16/^  March. — On  and  after  the  1st  July, 
«!bligatory  prepayment  of  official  corres- 
pondence by  means  of  the  stamps  which  will 
be  prepared  for  the  purpose. 

[On  the  1st  January,  1855,  these  stamps 
were  chained,  but  I  cannot  find  any  decree 
which  sanctions  the  alteration  in  shape  and 
design]. 

16th  March. — Proceedings  to  be  taken  in 
respect  of  letters  bearing  used  stamps,  and 
the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  on  those  who 
may  clean  or  sell  to  the  public  stamps  which 
have  passed  the  post. 

' ■ *^ —     -  ---i--  ^  III.  -        ir  ■  I      —      I— ^Mm  !-■ 1^ 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

Tfie  Philatelist. —  In  the  May  number  the  only 
noticeable  items,  other  than  those  ol  which 
we  have  already  taken  leave  to  make  use,  are 
found  in  the  article  on  recent  and  unde- 
scribed  emissions.  Thns,  in  disproof  of  the 
statement,  which  oi^ginated  with  the  defunct 
Timhrophile,  to  the  eSect  that  the  green  1  rl. 
Honduras  were  reserved  exclusively  for 
home,  and  the  rose  1  rl.  for  foreign  letters, 
the  editor  of  The  Philatelist  observe  thaii  at 
the  April  meeting  of  the  Loindon  IMiilateHo 
Society  the  envelope  of  a  letter  irom 
Amapala,  addressed  to  a  London  firm,  w^s 
exhibited,  whereon  half-a-dozen  of  the  greeth 
Honduras  adhesives  appeared  duly  pen-post- 
marked. This,  however,  as  the  learned  editor 
justly  adds,  though  it  militates  against,  does 
not  fully  controvert,  the  statement  referred 
to,  inasmuch  as  the  employment  of  the  green 
stamp  may  have  arisen  from  a  temporary 
lack  of  its  pink  companion.  Under  the  title, 
"  Colonial  Essays,"  the  following  notice  ap- 
pears:— 

A  correspondent  tends  two  stamps  for  iBfocmation  re- 
f^arding  them,  which  we  hope  to  obtain  from  a  trustworthy 
source.  They  ai*c  both  printed  in  colour  on  white,  ani 
perforated.  One  bears  the  numeral  J»  white  in  centre ; 
across  which  runs  penny,  in  colour  on  white.  The  whole 
on  a  small  patterned  groundwork  wiihin  double-lined 
frame.  Ikd,  1  penn^\  The  other  is  more  elaborate. 
The  large  numeral  1  is  traversed  by  the  word  shiluno, 
as  before,  within  a  circle,  the  ground  of  which  is  engine- 
turned.    Fan-shaped  triangles  are  at  each  comer,  com- 
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posed  of  curved  lines,  numerals  of  value  lying  thereon. 
The  intermediate  space  has  wavy  lines;  double>lined 
frame.  Blue,  1  shilling.  The  perforation  of  these  labels 
proves  that  they  were  not  early  essavfi  tor  Great  Britain. 
They  must,  consequently,  be  colonial. 

We  are  inclined  to  question  the  postal 
character  of  these  mysterious  design^.  They 
may,  perhaps,  dp  work  akin  to  that  perform* 
ed  by  the  "instruction"  stamps  of  some 
European  countries,  but  in  any  case  their 
claims  to  attention  appear  to  us  to  be  very 
slight.  If  we  remember  aright,  similar 
essays  were  sent  us  several  years  since  for 
examination 

The  June  number  of  91is  Philatelist  is 
well  up  to  the  usual  standard.  The  most 
remarkable  article  is  contributed  by  Dr. 
Magnus,  and  is  no  other  than  his  prize  essay 
*'  On  the  Various  Modes  of  Printing  Postage 
Stomps.*'  The  explanations  of  technical 
processes  are  given  with  the  learned  doctor's 
usual  lucidity,  and  upon  the  appearance  of 
the  second  part  of  the  essay  (the  first  part 
only  being  published  in  the  number  under 
reviiBw),  we  purpose  laying  its  substance  be- 
fore our  readers.  "  The  Stamps  of  St.  Louis 
redeemed  from  Obloquy  '*  is  the  title  of  an 
article  translated  from  Le  Timbre- Paste,  of 
which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  when 
reviewing  the  latter  journal.  The  "Spud 
Paper  "  for  June  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Bev. 
R.  B.  Earee,  who  worthily  occupies  the  space 
usually  filled  W  Mr.  Pemberton.  The  for- 
geries described  are  some  recent  New  Gra- 
nada fabrications.  The  1  c.  green  of  1871  is 
very  fairly  imitated,  and  it  is  only  necessary 
to  place  a  genuine  copy  beside  the  counterfeit, 
to  appreciate  the  difficulty  with  which  the 
describers  of  forgeries  have  often  to  contend 
in  specifying  any  one  easily  perceptible  point 
of  difference  between  the  true  and  the  false 
stamp,  notwithstanding  the  vast  difference 
in  the  ensemble  which  really  exists.  Seen 
side  by  side  with  the  genuine  stamp,  the 
poverty  of  the  lithographed  forge^  is 
startling,  but  the  writer  of  the  "  Spud 
Papers  "  must  be  able  to  point  out  such  par- 
ticularities in  it  aa  will  ensure  its  detec- 
tion without  the  necessity  of  having  recourse 
to  comparison.  Struck  with  the  secondary 
character  of  the  points  indicated  by  the  Rev. 
R.  B.  Earee,  we  sought  to  discover  others 
which  if  not.  more  certain  should  be  easier 


guides  to  detection,  and  we  then  realised, 
as  our  readers  may  also  do  if  they  please, 
the  difficulty  of  the  task,  and  perceived  thai 
nothing  could  profitably  be  added  to  the 
writer's  analysis.  As  we  have  said,  the  exie- 
cution  as  a  whole  is  far  inferior  to  that  of 
the  real  stamp,  but  the  single  notable  differ^ 
ence  consists  in  a  flaw  in  i^e  border-line,  im- 
mediately over  the  top  of  the  s  in  nacioxalbs^ 
making  a  white  spot  which  joins  (the  s  to  the 
line.  In  the  2  c.  brown  of  1872  a  good  test 
of  the  forgery  is  supplied  l^  the  two  email 
scrolls  across  the  top  comers,  containing  the 
motto  of  the  repulc^ic,  LrBEB3'AD  in  tlie  left- 
hand  scroll,  ORDBV  in  the  right  In  the 
genuine  stamp  these  words  caa  easily  be  read, 
whilst  in  the  forgery  liwcktad  is  totally  mfc. 
readable,  and  OROSif  .in  right  top  corner  be* 
comes  OROiA. 

The  Ameriean  Journal  of  PhiJafely  is  now  a 
fortnightly  publicadon,  but  as  the  bi-monthly 
numbers  are  only  half  the  size  of  the  old 
monthly  issue  there  is  no  resd  increase  in  bulk, 
and  we  are  sorry  to  see  a  considerable  faUii^ 
off  in  the  attreu^iveness  of  its  contents.  For 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year  the  Journal 
was  filled,  to  the  exclusion  of  almost  all  other 
matter,  with  Mr.  W.  K.  Frceman*s  mono- 
graph on  the  United  States  envelopes — an 
unquestionably  able  and  exhaustive  compila- 
tion, but,  from  its  very  nature,  calculated  to 
interest  only  a  small  section  of  our  Amenoan 
contemporary's  host  of  subscribers.  In  our 
humble  opinion  a  succession  oi  dinners  ofif 
a  single  joint,  however  excellent  that  joint 
may  be,  is  likely  to  exert  a  depressing  infla- 
ence  on  the  appetite ;  and,  whilst  prepared 
to  render  all  honour  to  the  piece  de  resistOHCe 
which  figured  so  long  on  our  contemporary's 
bill  of  fare,  we  cannot  refrain  from  saying 
that  we  should  have  liked  to  have  seen  it  ac- 
companied by  some  tasty  side-dishes,  upon 
the  ingredients  of  which  we  might  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  dilating  in  these  pages.  Now 
that  Mr.  Freeman's  article  has  come  to  an 
end  its  place  is  taken  by  reprints,  and  the 
decadence  which  is  marked  by  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  original  matter  is  far  from 
being  of  good  augur  for  the  future  of  Ameri- 
can philately.  For  this  reason  we  cannot 
help  indulging  in  an  almost  angry  feeling 
at  our  contemporary's  dulness,  and  if  these 
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obseiFTatioiia  hkve  their  sfieot  in  mking  him 
np,  we  ahaii  not  be  sorry.  The  only  notice- 
able feators  in  the  more  recent  nniabera  is 
the  reprint  of  a  lecture  cm  the  New  York 
City  poBt-office,  delivered  by  James  Wateon, 
a  letter' carrier,  at  Steiaway  Hall.  From 
this  we  leam  that  in  162-3  the  primitive 
New  York  poat^cdSoe  came  into  bein^. 
Captains  of  vessels  bringiog  letters  from  the 
old  conntry  began  to  deposit  them  at  a  coffee- 
house, where  they  were  displayed  in  a  rack ; 
and  the  first  letter-carriers  wera  the  good- 
natured  hangers-on  of  the  phuie  who  waald 
▼olanteer  to  take  lettM^  to  those  whose 
visits  to  the  cofiee-honse  were  rare.  In  1764 
the  mail  service  between  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  was  changed  from  twice,  a 
month  to  twice  a  week ;  and  till  som^  years 
after  the  revolntion  a  boy  with  aaddlo-bags 
carried  the  mail  without  overloading  his 
horse ;  now,  a  large  mail-car,  making  four  or 
five  trips  a  day,  is  hardly  sufficient  to  trans- 

gjrt  the  mailB  betwerat  these  two  cities, 
peaking  of  tlie  abnse  of  the  franking  priri- 
lege  half  a  century  aigo,  the  lectnrer  states 
that  "  A  congresB-man  from  New  Jersey 
rode  hia  mare  to  Washington  during  Jack- 
aon'a  first  term,  and  then  franked  her  back 
to  New  York,  to  which  place  she  was  led 
tied  to  the  mail  coach ! "  After  that  we 
think  we  may  stop. 

T/iB  Slamp-CotUeloT'it  Guide  seems  to  be 
going  up  JQst  as  the  .American  Jourmil  nf 
Philaieljf  would  appear  to  be  going  down. 
Its  articles  are  original  and  readable.  Thns, 
the  opening  paper  in  the  onrrent  nnmber, 
treating  of  the  1  c.  Confederate  stamp,  is  de- 
cidedly interesting,andbearsacertain  imprint 
of  veracity  and  candour  which  disposer  the 
reader  to  place  faith  in  the  statements  it  con- 
tains. After  referring  to  the  high  prices 
realised  by  the  copies,  few  and  far  between, 
which  came  on  "  the  market "  prior  to  1871, 
the  writer  of  the  article  in  question — W.  A. 
E. — goes  on  to  give  the  following  explana- 
tion of  the  sudden  and  surprising  increase 
in  the  number  of  specimwis  on  sale,  which 
occurred  about  that  time  r — 

In  Jtnuary,  1B71,  w«  muAjti  fmr  kiaidnd  of  lbs 
■tamps,  in  alieet,  amonK  a  qiuntily  of  othur  CuDfedcrnte 
ttanipa,  from  a  jounj  man  nflm«l  LiicuB,  Ht  ChEirltston, 
Soulh  Carolina.  Wew^ie  turpriwd  thpn«t,  ntvcr  bHbn 
baling  met  with  over  a  tulf  dozes  co(>iea,  aix],  Nif^waiiig 


from  Ui,  Ofut's  Malamcml*  that  nry/ne  vrts  priatrd, 

■nd  Hem  ditlriia'til  to  potl-oSktf,  we  at  once  put  forth 
efforts  to  tccnrfl  whatever  more  of  the  itanipB  there  weni 
to  b«  had,  and  al»o  infonnalion  conoeroiag  them.  FiDm 
Lucaa  we  could  oblnin  oalhing  satitfactory,  but  tator  a 
young  man  named  Dodge  opcnod  a  correApondcnt^o  witb 
UB,  sotd  ua  sevf^ra!  thouaand  of  the  1  0.  UaiDpa,  and  pro- 
■     '  ■       "    ■  "in  Mow  York  at  an  e»ily_day, 


doobt.  lie  ia  a  cripple,  had  bean  uuth  Air  bia  health, 
aeeneda  reJiable  young  man,  Wu  wen  eonviitttd  that 
the  ilampa  wtre  genuiiie  orii/inali  from  the  fael  that  Be 
bad  a  limited  qnantily.  Hhich  cott  him  notbing.  and 
which  ha  tuld  at  aay  prioe,  and  that  he  vaa  nol  poateil  ai 
to  the  value  of  varioua  atamH.  IIU  stoij  wa^  that  uhen 
the  Federal  troops  eiilcreil  the  cily  of  Chaclcaton  Ibey 
ransaeked  the  post-office,  and  threw  Ihs  <tampt  il" 


iiieJ  Ihem  from  a  Indy-ntiJent  of  the  cily  who  jiira 
them  to  him.  Ho  gHve  us  the  lady's  name,  Miw  A.  U. 
HobiiHon,  and  unen  our  writing  to  her,  aba  confirmed  the 
alory  of  Mr.  Dodge.  The  public  now  haa  an  eiplanation 
of  the  sudden  aynp»rance  on  tho  niarfcet  of  the  "Con- 
federaf "'-  ■-'•  "  


Among  tho  othe 
ly-diacovyred  Nove 
by  the  way)  ia  woi 
tains  a  description 
for  tho  town  of  Gg 
consists  of  a  Ggm 
ooLiAD  abjve,  post 
on  the  left,  and  POS 
side ;  the  whole 
Three  spQcimeua  o: 
to  obtain  further 
postmaster  have  fi 
serted,  Mr.  Clarke 
the  rebellion  that 
being  "  drawn  on 
nected  with  it.  C 
mens  two  are  of  th 
of  these  two  has  tV 
ooiLAD  ;  the  thir 
Their  describer  om 
these  stamps  are  p 
their  authenticity, 
them  we  would  rat 
their  admission. 

The  Stunip-CoUeclor'a  Ghvonkh  is  a  new 
publication  of  about  the  size  of  Tho  Slamy- 
Coifector'<lfuyazwie,  containing  fourteen  pages 
of  well-prinied  and  well-written  matter.  It 
hails  from  St.  John's,  N.  B.,  and  is  to  some 
extent  the  successor  of  The  CanaiUan  Philafe. 
lUl — a  promising  journal  which,  it  is  stated, 
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has  been  disoontinued  solely  through  the 
editor*^  lack  of  time  to  look  after  it.  For  a 
si^lar  reason  the  new  jonmal  will  only  bo 
issaed  once  a  quarter.  We,  for  our  paai;, 
should  be  very  glad  to  receive  it  once  a  month, 
for  we  hove  derived  considerable  pleasure 
from  its  porusal.  It  contains,  inter  alittj  a 
readable  article  on  postal  cards,  their  utili^, 
collection,  and  arrangement,  by  Mr.  L.  W. 
Durbin  (an  old  contributor  to  these  pages), 
and  a  lucid  and  interesting  paper  on  the  coins 
and  stamps  of  Prince  Edward  Island.  From 
the  latter  we  learn  there  was  never  "any  legal 
or  authorised  coin  for  the  island  prior  to  the 
advent  of  the  1  cent  copper  coin  which  ap- 
peared in  the  autumn  oi  1871.  The  coins 
formerly  passing  current  in  the  island  were 
manufactured  some  ten  (?)  years  ago  by 
some  private  parties — who  they  were  never 
transpired — on  their  own  responsibility,  and 
as  the  government  did  not  interfere  to  pre- 
vent their  circulation,  they  gradually  came 
to  be  accepted  as  legitimate  and  to  be  gene- 
rally used  by  the  inhabitants ;  they  ceased 
to  be  of  value,  however,  upon  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  new  decimal  issue."  This  intelli- 
gence is  valuable,  inasmuch  as  the  first  series 
of  the  island  stamps  have  their  denomination 
expressed  in  the  irregular  currency.  The 
writer  of  the  article  says  the  coins  were  put 
in  circulation  "  some  ten  years  ago."  This 
must  bo  an  error  or  a  misprint,  seeing 
that  the  stamps  made  their  appearance  in 
1860,  at  which  date  the  unofficial  coinage 
must  have  already  acquired  a  currency  by 
prescription.  The  ninepenny  stamp  contains 
an  allusion  to  the  currency  in  the  explana- 
tory legend  in  the  lower  margin,  "  equal  to 
sixpence  sterling,'*  the  necessity  for  which, 
the  New  Brunswick  essayist  declares  to  have 
remained  a  mystery.  He  affirms,  on  the  au- 
thority of  a  correspondent  in  the  island  pos- 
tal department,  that  "  but  a  few  hundreds  of 
this  value  were  issued,  and  but  a  very  few  of 
that  number  were  actually  used. '  *  The  accu- 
racy of  this  statement  we  must  take  leave 
to  doubt.  It  must  have  been  very  lightly 
made ;  for  were  it  founded  on  fact,  the  9d. 
Prince  Edward  Is'and  would  be  an  exceed- 
ingly rare,  instead  of  a  tolerably  common 
stamp,  and  used  fq)ecimcns  would  be  par- 
ticularly scarce.     Wo  all  know  what  is  meant 


Ir^  a  few  scores  or  ev«n  fatmdreds  of  stamps 
scattered  asiong  the  entine  philatelic  com- 
muniiy.  Such  stamps  are  rarely  soen  oat  of 
good  collections,  whilst,  in  fact,  the  nine- 
penny  Prince  Edward  Island  is  hardly  ss 
soaaroe  as  its  sixpenny  oompamon.  Decidedly 
the  postal  offioml  on  whom  the  writer  peKed 
was  either  careless  or  mistaken  in  his  asser^ 
tions. 

With  reference  to  the  questionable  Eca*- 
dor  stamps  reoently  chronicled,  the  editor  of 
Tfte  Stamp^OoUecior^t  Ohrmiide  makes  the 
following  rather  remarkable  statement : — 

Upon  revetting  to  our  allmiiM  of  bogus  fltamps,  wf  fed 
perfect  yao-<u}ift/«s  of  tli«  half-real  and  the  one  peaa  in  a 


set  of  counterfeit  Ecuador,  which  we  received  about  a  jear 
ago  from  a  firm  then  trading  in  Boston. 

We  should  like  to  examine  the  facsimiles 
here  referred  to,  as,  if  they  can  be  identiEed 
with  the  stamps  received  on  this  side,  the 
proof  against  them  would  be  very  strong. 

Le   Tunbre    Paste. — The   most   important 
article  in  the  May  and  June  numbers  is  from 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Tiffany,  and  treats  of  the  St. 
Louis  stamps.  The  first  portion  of  the  JM^icle, 
which  appeared  in  the   May  number,  goes 
over  ground  which  has  already  b^en  Iroddoa 
in  the  article. on  the  "Postage  Stamps  of  tfie 
United  States,"  published  in  the  fifth  volume 
of  this  magazine.     The  Postage  Act  of  IS^-S 
is   recapitulated,   the   circumstances    under 
which  certain  provincial  postmasters  issued 
stamps  of  their  own  are  dwelt  on,  and  cor- 
roborative proof  is  given  of  the  accuracy  of 
our  own   statement   that  the   postmasters' 
stamps  were  issued  in  the  interval  between 
the  passage  of  the  Act  of  March  3, 1845,  and 
the  passage  of  the  second   Postage  Act  in 
1847.     That  they  could  not  have  been  issued 
at  a  later  period  is  evidenced  from  the  fact 
that  the  second  law  forbad  the  postmasters 
to  make  use  of  stamps  of  their  own  creataon. 
The  pith  of  Mr.  Tiffany's  article  lies  in  its 
second  portion,  published  in  the  June  number. 
It  cpnte-ins  the  following  extract  from  The 
Atissourl  Republican  of  the  5th  November, 
1845. 

Stamps  for  LETTEHS.—Mr.  Wymer,  the  posbnister, 
has  prepared  a  series  of  stamps,  or  rather  marks,  to  be  put 
on  letters,  and  to  show  that  tne  pdstag^  haa  been  prepaid. 
The  postmaster  has  only  followed  in  thia  instance  the 
practice  in  New  York  and  other  towns.  These  stamps 
are  engrared.  They  represent  the  arras  of  the  state  <rf 
Missouri,  and  are  of  the  ralue  of  6  and  10  cents.    Tb«7 


THIS  STAMP-COLLTSerOB'S  MAGAZINE. 


103 


,  .c«.d  like  a  Hsfir.  11 

men  and  tn  nil  »ho  he 

■     imuch  M  Ihey  w 


«u«  ialcndrd  to  be  tuck  on  the  li 

wilt  be  vecf  useful  to  buiinese  mr 

to  prepay  a  Inrge  com»nondencff,  insimucn  m  iney  win 

pntrenl  ibfl  neeeiaitj  of  tiHVing  to  pny  for  ent'h  Intier  at 

the.  p«t-oBke.    Thev  will  be  aoM  at  the  tste  of  siitein 

6  c.  Blamps,  or  elgbt  10  c.,  for  a  dollar. 

Ab  Mr.  Tiffany  observes,  the  whole  history 
of  ibe  Btampa  is  contained  ia  thia  short 
notice.  Il  gives  the  naiBe  of  the  post- 
master by  whom  they  were  issued,  their 
valne,  -their  employment,  the  date  of  their 
issue,  and  the  price  at  which,  they  were  sold  ; 
and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  postinast«r  is 
careful  to  recoup  himself  of  bis  ontlay  for  en- 
gt»Ting,  by  selling  his  stamps  at  twenty-five 
per  cent,  above  their  faoial  and  aerviceable 
valne. 

With  regard  to  the  2  o.  and  20  c,  Mr. 
Tiffany  feels  positive  that  they  are  the  rosult 
of  a  frandnlent  apeoQlatioQ ;  firstly,  because 
Mr.  Kershaw,  the  engraver,  ia  certain  he 
never  engraved  them ;  secondly,  because  Mr. 
Wymer,  intimate  as  he  was  with  Mr.  Ker- 
shaw, would  not  have  souglit  the  services  of 
another  engraver ;  and,  thirdly  and  conclu- 
sively, because  there  was  no  reason  for  issuing 
any  such  valoes,  seeing  that  the  postal  rates 
were,  respectively,  5  c.  and  10  c. 

Mr.  Ti^ny  m^es  short  work  of  the  ob- 
jections originally  mooted  by  M.  Albis,  in 
Th«  T'anhrophile,  and  commented  on  at  the 
time  of  their  pnbiiofttion  in  these  pages. 
H.  Albis  grounded  his  disbelief  in  the  stamps 
principally  on  two  facts.  1.  That  having 
inhabited  St.  Louis  from  1848  to  1851,  he 
had  never  seen  the  stamps ;  to  which  Mr. 
Tiffany  answers  that  that  is  not  astonishing, 
seeing  that  the  circnlation  of  the  stamps 
ceased  in  the  fall  of  1847.  2.  That  all  the 
postmasters  since  the  one  named  in  1845  by 
President  Polk,  on  being  interrogated  by 
M.  Albis's  friend  (the  judge,  N.  H),  had 
denied  having  any  knowledge  of  the  stamps ; 
to  which,  in  reply,  Mr.  Tiffany  triumphantly 
poses  the  question  :  "  As  Mr.  Wymer,  who 
was  postmaster  from  1845  to  1853,  died  in 
1865,  that  is  to  say  three  years  before  the  in- 
quiry was  instituted,  how  did  the  judge  set 
to  work  to  interrogate  him?"  M..  Albis 
also  attempted  to  make  some  capital  out  of 
the  fact  that  the  stamps  do  not  bear  the 
word  certU  like  those  of  other. towns;  bat, 
says  Mr.  Tiffany,  "  Mr.  Wymer  had  nothing 


to  do  with  his  colleagues'  way  of  acting ;  he 
issued  his  stamps  according  to  his  own  no- 
tions ;  the  public  knew  what  price  they  had 
to  pay  for  them,  and  he  knew  what  he  got 
for  them ;  therefore  there  was  no  conf oaion 
possible,  and  consequently  no  absolate  ne- 
cessity for  putting  tlie  word  cmU  on  the 
stamps." 

Mr.  Tiffany  has  very  completely  performed 
his  work  in  dissipating  the  last  shadow  of  a 
doubt  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  5  c.  and 
10  c  St.  Louis,  nor  has  he  less  completely  de- 
monstrated the  spurious  character  of  the 
2  c.  and  20  c.  We  only  regret  not  having 
space  for  his  entire  article,  of  which  the 
above  is  but  an  outline. 


NEWLT-ISStTED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Our  budget  this  month  promisee  to  be  a  very 
meagre  one.  Can  it  ba  that  the  hot  weather 
baa  an  influence  on  new  emissions  as  well  as 
on  most  other  mundane  things  ?  It  would 
almost  seem  scr,  and  the  hnngerer  after 
novelties  must  asauE^  hia  pangs  as  best  be 
nu^  by  the  perusal  of  the  following  list. 

ViCTOEiA.— From  thia  colony  we  receive  a 
new  ninepenny  stomp,  apparently  of  native 
execution,  and  very  credit- 
able "at  that,  "as  our  Ameri- 
can friends  would  say.  The 
impression  reminds  us  to 
no  slight  extent  of  the  new 
10  c  French,  as  it  is  in  red- 
dish-brown on  pink.  As  to 
the  design,  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  a  colony  bearing 
the  name  of  Victoria  shotUd  remain  &ithful 
to  the  representation  of  the  Queen.  The 
bust  which  adorns  the  stamp  under  notice  ia 
rather  a  peculiar  one ;  it  ia  distinguished  by 
a  neck  of  inordinate  length,  which  termi- 
nates in  a  collarless  robe,  and  consequently 
has  an  ungraceful  look.  Of  the  &00  we  can 
aay  nothing,  as  in  our  specimen  it  is  hidden 
to  a  great  extent  by  tiie  obliteration.  The 
portrait  is  in  a  lined  circle  with  vicTOBU  in 
an  uvhed  label  above  following  the  edge  of 
the  circle,  and  ninepence  in  a  similar  label 
below.  As  is  the  case  with  most  of  the 
Victorian  stamps,  the  word  pohiaqe  is  oou- 
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spicnoiiR  for  its  absence.  An  omamentAl 
border  runs  roaad  the  atamp,  ami  tho  fonr 
ungleB  are  filled  with  smalt  shields  ;  those  in 
the  apper  left  and  lower  right  comers  con- 
tain a  minute  drawing  of  a  kangaroo,  whilst 
those  in  the  opposite  corners  bear  a  re- 
presentation of  the  emn.  From  this  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  Victorian  stamp  engraver 
has  reverted  to  the  employment  of  emblems, 
though  he  has  not  reproduced  those  whioh 
form  the  comer  ornaments  of  an  earlier 
sertea.  It  only  remains  to  say  that  the  new 
comer  is  watermarked  with  a  single-line- 
figure  9, 

Russian  Locals. — Jfarinpo/.— The  annexed 
quaint  design  has  not  hitherto  been  ohroni- 
cled.  Although  hardly 
more  than  an  inscribed 
disgram,  there  is  some- 
thing about  the  arrange- 
ment cf  itwhich  attracts 
notice,  and  the  emblems 
are  decidedly  reaiarka hie. 
The  oroBH  dominating  the 
crescent  does  not,  how- 
ever, make  its  appearance 
for  tho  first  time  on  tho  Mariopol  stamp,  it 
has  already  been  reprenented  on  the  Belozorsk 
3  kop.  black,  and  its  significance  has  never 
been  eiplained.  There  is  this  much,  however, 
of  novelty  in  the  Mariopol,  that  the  engraver 
has  glr«n  ns  an  ontline  of  the  profile  of  the 
man  in  the  moon.  Our  illustration  may  be 
considered  as  almost  a  fao-simile  of  the 
original,  seeing  that  the  latter  is  printed  in 
black  on  thick,  strong,  wove,  well-gmnmed, 
creamy  paper.  It  is  rather  a  scarce  but  per- 
fectly genuine  stamp,  tho  few  known  copies 
having  been  obtained  direct  from  a  gentleman 
holding  a  high  official  position  at  9t.  Peters- 
bui^. 

FoiMih. — A  correspondent  au^ests  that 
the  crutch>like  arms  on  this  at^np  are  really 
stone-breaker's  hammers.  Actmg  on  fais 
recommendation,  we  hate  re-GKamined  the 
stamp,  and  find  that,  as  far  as  can  be  judged 
from  the  blurred  sketching  of  the  emblenu, 
he  is  right.  Searching  for  a  reason  for  the 
adoption  of  these  hammers  as  the  arms  of 
Podolsk,  onr  correspondent  inq-airea  whether 
that  district  ia  celebrated  for  its  qnamrfes? 
Being  unable  to  reply  ourselves,  we  invite 


the  Attention  of  onr  Bnauaa  acineapooiaata 
to  the  inquiry. 


Riagan. — After  a  currency  extending  ora* 
about  fonr  years  the  diamond -shaped  atampa, 
figured  at  p.  137  of  our  seventh  volnme,  hnve 
been  withtlrawn,  and  are  replaced  by  tketwo 
annexed  type-set  designs.  It-will  be  obser- 
ved that  the  vdnes  are  the  same,  and  m 
mnat  explain  that  the  difitorences  in  design, 
such  as  they  are,  are  accidental,  or  we  raigiit 
almost  say  incidental  to  tbe  mode  of  com- 
position.  There  are  eight  varieties  in  two 
rows,  of  which  fonr  are  of  the  ftrst  typs 
with  undnlated  inner  frame.  On  eaidi  sheet 
theae  eight  varifitica  are  repeated  three  dmes. 
The  colour  of  these  new  stamps  is  violet-bine, 
on  thick,  white,  wove,  roae-tinted  paper.  The 
inscriptions  are  precisely  the  aamo  as  on  the 
old  stamps. 

Livni. — ^M.  Moens  states  that  the  round 
scalloped  stamp,  the  nearest  approach  to  a 
bobbin  label  which  philateliata  poesees,  had 
its  value  increased  to  5  kop.  afaortly  before 
it«  suppression,  althongb  no  facial  evidence 
of  the  increase  waa  given. 

Unittd  States  or  Colombia. — A  new  de- 
acription  of  vignette  or  "  Cubierta"  has  been 
sent  ns  by  a  lady-correapondent  at  Halifax, 
N.  S.,  to  whom  our  thanks  are  dne.  It 
measures  only  3f  incfaea  by  2}  indies, 
and  is  entirely  type-aet^  having,  in  Cact,  the 
appearance  of  a  simple  ticket.  It  is  straek 
in  black  on  green,  and  a  plain  donUe-line 
border  witii  fancy  ornament*  at  the  comets 
encloses  tlio  following  insonptions  in  ordi- 
nary typographic  characters. 

ESTADOa   tNIDOS   DE  COLOMBIA. 


SBRVICIO   DE   COBEEOS 


CEBTIFICADO  AMOTADOS. 
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At  the  bottom,  oatoide  the  border,  ia  the 
legend,  supsbmo  ntCRSTO,  Mato  20  de  187S. 
The  epeoimen  before  ns  has  the  dates  filled 
in,  ami  bean  the  poetmaster's  signature.  It 
ia  handstamped  franco,  and  beam  snodiy 
other  illegible  .niarks.  ^e  insciiptions 
denote  that  this  label  was  applied  to  a 
registered  and  "noted"  letter,  that  the valae 
ifl'  a  half-peso,  and  that  it  oweH  it«  existence 
to  a  decree  of  very  recent  date,  and  of  ap- 
parently high  anthurity. 

Onr  oorrespondent  can  give  ns  no  iufor> 
mation  reepectiug  it,  further  than  that  she 
recsired  it  from  Panama  with  a  lot  of  other 
stamps,  and  that  in  the  same  parcel  was  a 
similar  label  bat  with  a  largo  fancy  border, 
andinBoribedcBRTmcuxiOFiCiAL.  WeahoiUd 
bs  glad  to  raceive  further  intelligence  re- 
specting these  hitherto  anknown  emissiona, 

BBRM.UDA.>~Annexed  is  an   engraving  of 
the  new  threepenny  stamp  described  in  our 
last  number.    It  ^vas  a  fair 
idea  (^  a  stamp  which  ia  not  jB 
likely  to  make  a  noise  in  the  }l| 
world,  bat  will  certainly  go  !| 
to  swell  thennmberof  grace- 
ful mediocrities. 

Gkxxan  Kmpibk.  —  The 
current  number  of  the  Bel- 
gian journal  contains  a  de- 
scription of  three  secondary  varieties  of  the 
new  type  of  the  1  gr.  envelope  ;  the  first  has 
a  thick  fignre  of  value  3J  mill,  high ;  and  be- 
tween the  K  of  aRnscHBti  and  the  figure  on 
the  right-hand  side  are  two  little  dote ;  va- 
riety No.  2  shows  thjee  little  dots  between 
tbe  N  and  the  figure,  and  the  o  in  OBOacHEH 
IB  not  BO  round ;  variety  No.  3  has  a  ikin 
fignre,. 4  mill,  h^b  ;  and  the  word  OROscHtu 
is  composed  of  thinner  and  taller  letters. 

Spaik. — From  this  distracted  country  we 
have  no  further  news  of  the  reported  emis- 
sions, but  it  appears  that  Don  M.  P.  de 
Figneroa's  post  card  has  set  the  jonmals 
talking  about  the  neglect  of  the  government 
to  provide  cards  for  the  use  of  the  public, 
and  oar  learned  contribntor  has  received 
well-merited  praiee  for  taking  the  initiative 
in  reminding  the  post-office  of  ita  duty. 
Perhaps,  however,  the  most  striking  proof  of 
the  interest  which  his  action  has  evoked  is 
the  issue  of  another  private  post  card  by 


some  person  or  penons  unkuown.  It  is 
identtcal  in  almost  all  respects  with  that  in- 
troduced by  oar  correspondent,  who,  it  may 
be  as  well  to  mention,  writes  in  Spain  under 
the  nom  do  flume  of  Dr.  Thebossem,  and 
dates  his  letters  from  Wuxsburg.  The  new 
card,  however,  eontains  the  following  ad- 
ditional   line    of    ineoription : — EnniOH    oc 

1,000,000  COi-lES  FOB  THOSE  WHO  ARE  Jr07 
FRIENDS  OF  THB  GBBHAH   DOCTOR.      Th«  point 

of  the  allusion  lies  in  the  fact  that  "  the  Ger- 
man doctor"  mentions  in  the  inscription  on 
hi*  6ards  that  they  have  been  struck  off  for 
the  use  of  his  own  friends. 

Great  BRtTAiN. — Our  Brighton  contempo- 
rary was  pleased  to  nianifeat  considerable 
scepticism  as  to  the  accnracy  of  the  state- 
ment made  in  o 
offieial  authority, 
pence  light-brow 
a  stamp  of  the 
greyish  green,  of 
the  96  c  Hong  K 
however,  made  i 
time  has  fairly  ei 
tioD,  as  our  nnbi 
perceived, 

France.— Wo  have  jnst  received  a  bufE- 
colonred  10  centime  post  card,  somewhat 
larger  than  the  preceding  emiBsions,  with  the 
same  ornamental  border  as  the  first  edition, 
and  the  inscription  fbii.:  10  centues  in  the 
centre.  The  figures  10  are  in  thick  type  at 
least  the  eighth-of-an-inch  high.  The  adhe- 
sive stamp  ia  the  new  10  c.  On  the  baek, 
muning  along  the  top,  are  four  advertise- 
ments in  aa  many  compartments,  and  one  of 
the  advertisements  appropriately  consists  of 
the  dosciription  of  a  Guide  to  Phonetic  Steno- 
graphy, for  the  use  of  post-oard  writers  who 
wish  to  keep  their  communications  secret. 
This  card,  we  presume,  to  be  the  one  of 
whii^  we  quoted  a  deeoription  from  Le  Petit 
Journal  some  time  since.  We  observe  that 
the  system  of  advertising  on  the  back  of. 
post-cards  has  been  patented  by  the  "  in- 
ventor," and  that  the  card  before  us  is  one 
of  the  lOOlst  series. 

B0UHA}<[A. — On  the  1st  nil  the  Dannbion 
Principalities  were  to  follow  the  lead  of  their 
big  European  brothers  in  employing  post 
cards.     According  to  Lb  Timhre-l'otte  they 
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were  to  be  of  the  ralne  of  5  bani  and  10  bani. 
From  the  same  source  we  obtain  the  in- 
telligence that  the  10  bani  of  the  provisional 
issne  of  1872  has  been  met  with  on  laid 
paper  in  bright  and  pale  ultramarine. 

HELiaoLAND. — ^We  have  received  official 
intelligence  from  the  island  that  two  new 
adhesive  stamps,  value,  respectively,  J  sch. 
aod  I  sch.  are  expected  to  make  their  appear- 
ance very  shortly,  and  that  they  will  be  ac- 
companied by  new  post  cards.  We  are 
promised  full  details  sA>  an  early  date. 

Norway. — ^The  current  series  has  received 
a  fresh  addition  in  the  shape  of  a  one  skilling, 
printed  in  yellowish  green.  The  new  value 
corresponds  in  other  respects  with  the  pre- 
viously issued  denominations. 

New  Granada. — The  new  one  cent  adhe- 
sive exists  in  two  shades  of  rose,  pale  and 
bright,  and  the  unpaid  letter  stamp  2^  c.  is 
no  longer  violet,  but  jpenaie, 

Servia. — The  one  para  yellow  was,  it  is 
said,  withdrawn  on  the  1st  June,  and  re- 
placed by  a  2  para  black.  This  news 
requires  confirmation. 

ERRORS  OF  WATERMARK  ON  THE 

STAMPS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

AND  VICTORIA. 

BY  ETONIA. 

AMOiiGST  the  stamps  of  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  are  to  be  found  numerous  errors 
of  watermark,  the  result  of  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  printer,  or  of  accident.  To  a 
collector  desirous  of  acquiring  patience,  and 
a  habit  of  examining  objects  attentively, 
and  of  combining  the  acquisition  with  a 
good  deal  of  pleasure,  an  attractive  field  is 
here  opened;  for  in  every  budget  of  the 
late  issues  of  these  two  colonies,  a  good 
hand  at  detecting  watermarks  (which,  by 
the  way,  is  no  esrsy  task  to  one  unaccustomed 
to  it),  will  be  pretty  sure  to  discover  some 
error. 

I  am  induced  to  write  this  paper,  as  no 
monographs  of  the  stamps  of  Australia  have 
as  yet  been  published,  to  my  knowledge ;  if, 
however,  some  able  member  of  the  stamp- 
collecting  fraternity  will  take  the  matter  in 
hand,  I  feel  sure  that  a  great  boon  will  be 
conferred  on  philatelic  circles.    Inverted  and 


reversed  watermarks,  caused  by  the  caoreleaa- 
ness  of  the  printer,  are  of  not  unfreqment 
occurrence;  and  are  received  with  delight 
by  collectors  of  the  "  French "  school,  who 
are  thus  enabled  to  add  many  varieties  to 
their  albums ;  but  with  intense  di^^nst  by 
the  true-blue  "  English "  school,  who  no 
doubt  wish  that  an  Irish  hedge-schoolmaster 
had  been  at  hand  to  correct  the  wandering 
propen.sities  of  the  manipulator's  mind.  I 
win  now  give  a  list  of  all  the  errors  of  water- 
mark that  I  have  been  able  to  see  or  hear  of, 
commencing  with  New  South  Wales. 

1850. — View    of   Sydney.    The    twopence  blue    existt 
watennarked  with  letters  forming  part  of  the  vord 
8TAMPS.    A  specimen,  lowing  the  lettei*  r.  s^  in 
double-lined  Koman  capitals,  is  noticed  in  rol.  riii. 
of  this  magazine,  page  13. 
Unperf,  : 
1851. — Diademed  head,  large  square. 
Sixpence^  brown ;  wmk.  8. 
One  shilling,  brick-red,  wmk.  8. 
Per/,  : 

Sixpence^  lilac:  wmk.  5. 

„        purple,  lilac ;  ¥rmk.  12. 
1862.— Diademed  head,  rect. 
Twopence  blue,  wmk.  5. 

„         washy  blue,  no  wmk. 
„        blue ;  single  horizontal  line  across  ataxop, 
thus :    '* 

1853. — Registration  stamps,  unperf. 

SixpeuoQ  blue  attd  orange,  watnrmaiked  witb  patt  d 
the  word  south.    (See  vol*  ir.|  page  83.) 

IXYBBTED  VATEBMAHK8. 

1854. — Diademed  head,  large  square. 
Uftper/k : 

Sixpence  cinnamon,  wmk.  inr,  6. 
Eigutpenoe  orange,       „     •„    8. 
One  8iul]ing  dirty  red  „      »    12. 
Per/.  : 

Ftve{>etioe  sage  gretm,  wmk.  inv.,  5. 
StxpenoeJiloc,  „       „    4. 

„        pale  lilac,  purple ;  wmk.  inx*  6. 
^  „        pale  lilac,  violet ;       „        ^    12. 
Eightpenoe  orange,  maure  (?)  ;  inr.  9, 
One  shilling  brick-red,  fawn,  deep  rose;  wmk.  inr.  12. 

I  have  heard  of  a  five-Bhilling  stamp 
with  inverted  watermark,  hut  am  rather 
uncertain  about  it. 

1856. — Diademed  head,  rect. 

Threepence  green,  yellowish  green,    dark  green; 

wmk.  inv,  3. 
1862.— Diademed  head. 

Twopence  washy  blue,  blue ;  wmk.  inv.  2. 

Twopence  blue,  wmk.  faiv.  5. 
1864. — One  penny  red,  wmk.  inv.  1. 

*  [Our  correspondent  has  omitted  the  two  errors  in  the 
tuopenee  with  name  overarched.  This  stamp  is  found 
with  watermarks  5  and  1.  The  threepence  yellow-grert, 
of  the  type  of  1866,  appeared  in  1872  with  a  watermark  of 
a  double-lined  6.— £d.] 
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Begistratioii  Stamps. 

Sizpeboe  red  mtid  blue  ;  vmk.  inv.  6. 

REVERSED  WATSKMAUKtI. 

ISH.    Lar^  square,  pert,  eightpence  gamboge,  rev.  8. 

On«i  shilUog  fawu,  rose;  rev.  li. 

Fire  shillings  lilac,  rer.  6/- 
lrt2. — Twopence  blue,  re?.  2. 
Kegistration  Stamps. 

Sixpence  red  and  blue,  rev.  6.     . 

The  current  stamps  of  New  South  WalQS 
are  at  present  watermarked  with  a  crown 
and  the  letters  N.  s.  w.  Specimens  of  news- 
paper bands  are  known  watermarked  with 
the  letters  A.  P.  (Australian  Postage  or  Paper), 
having  a  kangaroo  beneath,  also  with  a 
kangaroo  and  emu  facing  each  other.  These 
are  probably  essays  of  watermark. 

We  now  come  to  Victoria,  a  colony 
fertile  in  errors,  of  which  the  oX  voAXoi — 
or,  as  a  certain  friend  of  mine  would  say, 
the  oUy-pblly — are  to  be  found  in  the  water- 
marks. 

1861.— Emblems. 

Twopence  slate,  mauve ;  wmk.  tbrbipbncb. 

1862.— Figure  of  value  at  sides. 
Fourpence  rose ;  no  watermark. 

„        pale  and  deep  rose ;  wmk.  five  shillings. 

This  watermark  is  probably  not  an  error, 

hut  was  found  on  the  end  stamp  of  the  row, 

which  consisted  of  fifteen,  thus  giving  the 

value  of  the  wh<^e.row. 

1863.— Laureated  head  in  circle. 

One  penny  gre<m ;  watermark  threepbncb.* 

„       „         „  „        4 ;  single-lined  figure. 

„       „         „  „        4;  double    „        „ 

One  penny  men,  deep  green ;  single-lined  figure  C. 
One  penny  dark  green  ;  8. 

One  penny  green ;  watermarked  with  part  of  the  word 
**  Postage,"  and  two  perpendicular  lines,  thus:— 


»» 
»» 


Twopence  lilac,  double-lined  1. 

lilac,  pale  lilac ;  single-lined  4, 
lilac,  slate ;  double-lined  4. 
deep  lilac,  single- lined  6. 
slate,  mauve ;  single- lined  8. 
lilac,  no  watermark. 
Fourpence  rose ;  wmk.,  perpendicular  lines,  thus: 

Probably  the  end  stamp  of  a  row. 
Eightpence  orange ;   double-lined  letters  ©11^,  &c., 
forming  part  of  the  word  Victoria. 
1866.—  Numeral  of  value  at  sides. 

Sixpence  blue ;  wmk.  threepence. 

fovkpence. 
double-lined  1. 
double-lined  4. 


fi 


»» 


•  [This  h  an  error  we  have  not  met  with.  Inhere  is  an 
error  tixpenee  which  our  correspondent  has  nut  chron- 
icled.-Ei>.] 


INYfiBTED  WATERMARKS. 

1861.— Emblems. 

Twopence  slate,  inv.  twopiwcb, 
1863.— One  penny  green,  inv.  1. 
1866. — Numerals  at  side. 

Tenponce  reddish-brown,  inv.  10. 
1871.— oame  stamp,  surcharged  NUfEPEiccE,  inv.  10. 

HBVBRSED  WATSEMARKA. 

There  is  only  one  reversed  watermark, 
that  of  the  tenpence  reddish-brown,  which 
is  found  with  a  reversed  10. 
•  The  threepence  purple-lilac  of  1866,  and 
the  tenpence  slate  of  1865,  are  watermarked 
intentionally  with  a  single-lined  figure  8.* 


THE  STAMPS  OF  PORTUGAL. 

BT  THE  REV.  R.   B.  BAREB. 

I  HAVE  often  wondered  that  so  very  little  has 
been  written  concerning  these  stamps,  for 
there  is  a  fair  amount  of  interest  attached  to 
them.  Ten  years  ago  we  used  to  regard 
them  in  a  somewhat  patriarchal  light,  inas- 
much as  they  even  then  bore  the  eflfigies  of 
three  soirereigns,  which  was  a  very  uncom- 
mon thing  in  those  earlv  days.  Now,  how- 
ever, Portugal  is  left  far  behind,  philateli- 
cally  speaking,  by  France,  Spain,  and  other 
more  restless  countries,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, the  history  of  her  stomps  remains 
yet  to  be  written.  My  object  in  writing  this 
article  is  to  give  as  complete  a  list  as  I  pos- 
sibly can  of  the  stamps  of  the  various  issues, 
and  to  describe  the  reprints  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  prevent  any  unwary  amateur  from 
mistaking  the  latter  for  genuine  originals. 
My  thanks  and  acknowledgments  are  due 
to  our  publishers,  and  to  M.  Moens,  for  very 
kindly  placing  at  my  disposal,  for  purposes 
of  examination  and  description,  a  large  num- 
ber of  these  stamps,  especially  of  the  issue  of 
1863,  of  which  my  own  collection,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  can  boast  but  very  few  specimens. 

Issue  op  1853. 
(Col.  imp.  on  white.     Imperf.) 

Paper. — Bather  soft,  white,  wove,  unglazed 
paper,  of  medium  thickness. 

Gum. — The  originals  of  this  issue  are  all 
backed  with  hrown  gum.  I  wish  my  read- 
ers to  notice  this  fact,  as  the  reprints  have 
whiie  gum. 

•  [The  threepence  of  1866  is  also  found  with  watermark 
of  double-lined  1.— JiD  ] 


no 
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Design. — Embossed  profile  of  Donna  Maria 
to  left  in  solid  pearled  circle.  Framework 
of  engine-turned  lines.  On  the  neck  of  the 
bust  are  the  initials  F.  B.  F.,  which  stand  for 
the  name  of  the  engraver,  Francisco  de  Bor- 
ges  Freire. 

List. 

6  reU,   chocolate,  y.  pale  to  moderately  dark. 

6    „     red  bistre. 

5    „     yellowiah  brown. 

25  Teis  chalky  blue,  v.  from  ivry  pale  to  medium. 

25    „  chalky  greenUh  blue,  v.  from  pale  to  medium. 

25    „  royal  "blue,  v.  from  medium  to  very  dark. 

25    „  dark  dull  blue,  almost  indigo. 

50  reis,   yeUow*green,  t.  medium  to  dark. 

100  reifl,   lUac,  t.  pale  to  medium. 


100 


>» 


reddish 


paie 
lilac, 


medium. 


The  postmark  usually  found  on  the 
stamps  of  this  issue  consists  of  a  number 
(20)  of  thin  horizontal  lines,  forming  a  circle, 
with  numeral  in  centre.  The  highest  nume- 
ral I  have  seen  is  150.-  These  stamps  are 
occasionally  found  postmarked  in  blue  ink, 
but  more  generally  in  black.  The  postmark 
is  almost  always  very  heavy,  and  the  oil  from 
the  ink  sadly  spoils  the  stamps,  so  that  ob- 
literated specimens  do  not  Icfok  handsome  in 
the  album.  This  is  a  pity,  for  unused  origi- 
nals are  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain,  and  I 
know  several  collectors  who  have  designedly 
placed  the  set  of  reprints  which  I  am  about 
to  describe  in  the  post  of  honour  for  this 


reason. 


Reprints  of  the  1853  Issue. 

These  stamps  were  reprinted  in  1864,  and 
were  soon  after  very  common  in  England. 
They  are  now  much  more  rare,  and  those 
who  sell  them  for  what  they  are,  ask  as 
much  for  them  as  for  obliterated  originals,  or 
very  nearly  as  much.  The  Stamp-Collector^ s 
Mttfjfazine  for  1869,  speaking  of  these  re- 
prints, says,  "  The  highet*  values  have  been 
reprinted  with  such  a  careful  regard  to 
colour  that  they  cannot  be  distinguished 
from  the  originals,  but  collectors  may  be  as- 
sured that  they  will  not  be  offered  the  latter." 
This  statement  I  can  thoroughly  endorse,  ^- 
ways  excepting  the  fact  that  the  originals 
are  backed  with  hrown  gum,  whilst  the  re- 
prints are  backed  with  white,  or  yello^dsh 
white.     This  brown  gum  is  the  chief  mark 


by  which  we  are  able  to  diBtinguish  the  old 
from  the  new.  The  colours  of  the  reprints 
are  brighter  than  those  of  the  originals,  boi 
in  the  5  reis  and  25  reis  they  have  a  streaky 
look ;  this  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  5 
reis.     The  dies  aJso  ^pear  somewhat  worzL 

5  reiSf  i/eUowiih  hrmcn. 

In  this  stamp  the  coil  of  plaits  at  the  hack 
of  the  head  is  all  broken  up,  and  the  npper 
part  looks  more  like  a  tiny  spray  of  ground- 
ivy  than  anything  else. 

25  reh,  chalky  Hue,  somewliat  dark. 

In  tMs  the  engine-tttming  in  the  right- 
hand  comers  is  very  much  blotched. 

50  rcw,  hrlgM  yellow-ffreen. 

In  this  the  engraver's  initials  on  the  neck 
of  the  bust  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the 
stamps  which  I  have  examined.  The  re- 
printe  of  this  value  are  ftner  than  the  origi- 
nals. 

100  reisy  lilac. 

Very  carefully  printed,  but  rainier  pafer 
than  the  normal  colour  of  the  originals. 

(To  bi  continmdj, 

■  ■  mm-  .,      ■■        A  1    I  ■  ■■■■■■■»■  i      ■  ■!  ■ 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT- 

A  Convention  for  the  reduction  of  the  po^^«  W- 
twe«n  Belgium  dnd  tho  UnitDd  States  Las  been  aigoed. 

CORHBSPONDKXCB    EXTRAOJUHKABT. — A.  COVple   WCre 

recently  married  in  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  after  ftiurteen 
years'  oonrtsbip,  during  whieh  they  had  «aoh  written  sod 
received  two  letters  per  week,  or  a  total  of  two  tbomand 
nine  hundred  and  twelve ! 

Proposed  Abolition  op  Fkwcch  Post  Cawm  — 
An  agitation  is  being  set  on  foot  to  aboHsli  postal  caidi ; 
the  loss  will  be  a  gain  to  the  Paris  post-ofllce  in  point  of 
revenue.  The  innovation  is  asserted  to  be  unsnitaUe  to 
the  Parisian  character,  as  the  evil  doer^  are  so  witty  and 
wicked  that  they  adopt  this  plan  for  ditulating  danden, 
which  there  is  no  law  to  punish  or  ta  mvtem.  It 
never  strikes  the  objectors  that  on  unsealed  letter  caa 
just  as  well  be  read  oy  the  maid  and  house-porter  »  * 
card,  and  has  the  addition  of  berng  more  attractive  and 
tempting. — Court  Journal. 

Bbbs  by  Post.— 'the  new  practice  of  sending  bees  by 
post  is  causing  trouble.  AAVashington  corre^ipondeDt  ex> 
plains  thus :  The  cage  is  a  block  of  wuod,  in  whidi  arc 
three  large  holes,  covered  witji  a  fine  wire  netlinjf. 
Seven  bees,  including  a  queen-bee,  are  placed  in  etch 
compartment,  and  al*e  introduced  through  a  hole  in  the 
side  of  the  block,  which  is  plugged  up  by  a  piece  of  sponps 
soaked  in  hooey.  The  postmasters  and  clerks  allege  that 
the  honey  soaks  through  the  paper  placed  over  the  hoks, 
and  daubs  other  mail  matter;  and  handcs,  as  one  po«t- 
master  complidnedy  the  clerl^  in  his  office  did  not  get 
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throu^  ezamijiuig  and  otudying  the  oootrivance  until 
llie  bcea  stung  every  one  of  them  ;  and  in  showing  them  ^ 
how  it  was  tnade«  and  how  to  handle  it  without  mjun^,  * 
they  atuDg  hin  to».— Aifir  York  Times. 

Tub  Uniybusal  Postal  Oonfsrbncb.— The  Vota 
Gazette  of  Berlin  stattis  that  the  points  to  he  discussed  at 
the  Uuiversal  Postal  Conference,  which  was  proposed  two 
years.  agOs  and  is  now  about  to  beheld  in  Vienna  or  Berlin, 
are:  1.  An  agreement  between  all  European  States,  the 
United  Statea  of  Ameriea,  £gf  pt,  Algiers,  Russia  in  Asia, 
Turkey  in  Asia,  and  British  North  America,  for  a  postal 
union,  and  the  formation  of  a  uniform  postal  territory. 
2.  The  introduetion  of  a  uniform  rate  of  pastage  and 
charge  for  registered  letters  within  the  limits  of  the 
territory.  3.  A  uniform  chaise  on  newspapers,  printed 
matter,  and  samples. — Datty  AViri. 

PosT-oincE  Tea.— In  a  recent  number  we  briefly 
referred  to  a  tea  which  is  advertised  under  this  title,  and 
of  which  the  announcementa  an*  adorned  with  a  trtrveetie 
of  the  penny  postage  stamp.  The  attention  of  the  House 
of  Commons  was  drawn,  about  the  end  of  Mo^,  to  this 
imitation  of  the  official  design,  and  the  following  is  the 
newspaper  report  of  the  Postmaster-general's  obaerra- 
lions  :— 

•*  In  reply  to  Mr.  IIetoate, 

Mr.  MuNSBLL  said  his  attention  had  been  called  to 
an  advertisement  of  the  *'  Poat-ofllce  Tea,"  whidi  pur- 
ported to  be  *  supplied  by  postmasters  only  in  Great 
j}ritain  and  Ireland.*  Complaints  had  been  received 
from  various  grocers;  but,  with  one  exception,  they 
were  made  in  consequence  of  a  medallion  stamp  affixed 
to  the  advertisement,  which  was  supposed  to  give  some 
official  cfaanieter  to  the  transaction.  One  memorial  in- 
quired whether  the  Postmaster-general  had  gone  iato 
tne  tea  trade.  (Laughter.)  The  post-office  could  prevent 
the  affixing  of  the  medallion  stamp  on  the  advertisement, 
but,  as  he  was  advised,  there  was  no  power  to  prevent  the 
postmasters  from  selling  the  tea," 

An  ANOMALT.r^0ne  da^r  last  month,  a  French  com- 
mercial house  received  a  written  order  for  goods  from  one 
of  its  correspondents  at  Nottingham.  This  order  was 
inscribed  on  the  back  of  an  ordinary  English  post  card. 
Below  the  impressed  hal^»enny  stamp  the  writer  of  the 
•»  commonioatkm "  had  stuck  a  penny  adhesive.  The 
two  values  combined  represent  just  h^lfihe  letter  postage 
to  France.  The  card  reached  its  destination,  and  no  extra 
postage  was  claimed  on  delivery.  The  two  ttamna,  the 
iroprMsed  and  the  adhesive  one,  were  both  cancellea,  and, 
so  far,  everything  would  favour  the  supposition  that 
the  card  haJ  accidentally  escaped  detection;  but  here 
comes  in  the  most  curious  phase  of  the  affair.  The  card 
bears  on  its  face  a  handstamped  inscription  in  red  ink,  in 
a  plain  transverse  oblong  frame,  kot  teansmissiblb 
ABROAD.  How  then,  if  not  transmissible,  did  it  come  to 
be  transmitted  ?  The  handstamped  notice  could  not  affect 
the  receivers.  The  only  conjecture  on  which  we  can  fall 
back  is,  that,  after  having  been  stopped  and  stamped  with 
the  above  legend,  the  cfu-d  by  some  accident,  got  mixed 
again  with  the  letters  for  France,  and  so  passed.  It  has 
been  handed  to  us,  and  we  keep  it  as  a  cunosity ;  and  also 
as  the  well-defined  shadow  cast  by  a  **  coming  event "  in 
the  history  of  international  postal  relations. 

Thb  PaospEcra  of  Newfoundlaio).— From  time  to 
time  reports  reach  this  country  that  Newfoundland  is 
about  to  join  the  Confederation ;  and  as  the  absorption  of 
that  colony  would  result  in  the  suppression  of  its  postal 
emissions,  the  event  is  one  whicn  would  interest  our 
readers  considerably,  from  a.  philatelic  point  of  view; 
we,  therefore,  make  no  excuse  for  giving  the  following 


extract  from  the  letter  of  a  gentleman  who  dates  from 
St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  bearing  on  the  possibilities 
of  the  accomplishment  of  the  union,  and  the  present 
prospects  of  the  oolonj  > — 

**  At  present  there  is  very  little  prospect  of  Newfound- 
land becoming  part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  The 
people  can  see  no  orofit  in  handing  over  fifty  thousand 
pounds  a  year  for  the  honour  of  being  part  and  parcel  of 
the  Coufederacnr,  with  but  a  very  small  voice  in  the 
management  of  its  affairs.  We  are  to  have  a  general 
election  in  November,  which,  it  is  likely,  will  cause  a 
change  of  government,  but  there  is  little  or  no  chance  of 
its  being  a  confederate  one  under  the  terms  offered  by 
Canada.  We  are  progressing  as  fast  as  any  of  the  maritime 
provinces,  and  wnen  our  country  becomes  better  known, 
it  will  go  ahead  fast.  At  prest* nt  we  are  the  great  link 
connecting  the  Old  and  New  Worlds  by  telegraph^  and 
sooner  or  later  St.  John's  will  be  the  landing-place 
of  the  wealthier  class  of  emigrants  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  We  have  plenty  of  uncultivated  lands  ss 
rich  as  any  in  North  America,  coal,  oopper,  lead,  nickel, 
iron,  and  marble  in  abundance,  splendid  timber,  and  our 
seal  and  cod  fisheries.  The  two  latter  have  been  our 
only  profitable  investments  for  capital  until  the  past  seven 
or  'eight  years,  since  Which  copper  has  been  worked 
extensively  at  Tilt  Cove,  and  with  great  success;  lead 
at  La  Manche,  and  two  companies  are  about  opening  coal 
mines  in  Bay  St.  Geoige ;  an  extensive  deposit  of  lead 
has  also  been  discoxered  at  Port-au-Port.  Men  of  capital 
and  energy  are  what  we  want  now ;  and  as  the  Dominion 
mines  are  worked  either  by  BriUsh  or  United  States 
capital,  we  cannot  expect  our  joining  the  Dominion  would 
bring  many  capitalists  thenoe  to  develope  our  mineral 
wealth." 

■     ■■  ■^■■■W  l>l»  — ■      ■■■»■  »  ■■_■■■■■   —   >     ■■»^^»   ■  ■■■■■11  I  ^*i.  »*■■-     - 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  HOURIBLE  «*  TAIL." 
To  the  Editor  qf**1nB  Stamp-Collector's  Maoazixb." 

Dbab  Sir, — Pray  let  me  ask  you  to  explain  in  your 
next  number  (or  if  the  matter  be  bevond  you,  please  in- 
sert this  letter)  the  mysterious  reference  in  the  June 
Philateliet^  p.  16 :  **  Our  Bath  contemporary  has  Mr. 
Overy  Taylor's  continuation^  in  which,"  &c.,  &c.  Has 
Mr.  0.  T.  grown  a  tail  ?  Have  you  bought  it  ?  Is  it 
exhibited  to  incipient  Darwinists  for  a  consideration  ?  1 4 
it  a  *^  permament "  tail  ?  How  does  it  like  the  large 
German  eagle,  &o.,  &o,  ? 

Pardon  this  intrusion  on  the  part  of  an  anxious 

OURANG-OUTANG. 


THE  MEETINGS  OF  THE  LONDON  PHILATELIC 

SOCIETY. 

lb  the  Editor  of  "  Ths  STAXP-CoLLBcrroB*s  Maoazih B." 

Dear  Sir,— Your  May  number  of  The  Siamp-'Oollet- 
tor* a  Magazine  is  this  dav  to  hand.  With  regard  to  the 
notice,  **The  London  Philatelic  Society,"  I  observe  that 
the  meeting  of  tbe  12th  ult.  was  thinly  attended.  If,  as  I 
gather  from  a  former  announcement,  the  meeting  is  o^n  to 
all  cplloctora,  would  it  not  ensure  a  larver  company  if  the 
hour  of  attendance  were  stated  in  each  notice  of  future 
meetings?  I  live  in  the  coumtry,  and  trains  have  to  be 
provided  for.  I  could  have  shown  eonuthing  good  in 
Mexico  to«  morrow,  but  the  absence  of  the  above  informa- 
tion prevents  my  attencbince. 

Youn  teulyy 

W.  A.  T. 
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THE  STAMPED  ENVELOPES  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

To  (It^  Editor  tf/"  Thb  Stamp-Collectoh's  Maoazinb." 

Drar  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  aay,  through 
the  columns  of  your  excellent  jounial,  in  answer  to 
sereral  inquiries  from  British  tnd  Continental  collectors, 
that  the  papers,  **l*hc  Stamped  Envelopes,  Wrappers,  &c., 
of  the  United  States,"  are  all  from  my  pen.  In  the 
January  number  of  The  American  Journal  of  Fhilatety^ 
it  is  so  expressed. 

Secondly,  that  I  hare  anticipated  the  requirements  cf 
those  who  collect  only  cut  copies,  and  it  is  my  intention 
to  give  a  detailed  list  of  what  should  be  collected  in  order 
to  secure  eompleteneMt  in  that  feature. 
I  am. 

Very  sincerelr, 

New  York.  WILLARD  K.  FREEMAN. 


tt 


THE  HAMBURG  POST  CARD. 

To  the  Editor  of^^  The  SxAMP-CoLLEcroa's  MAOAZXifs. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  paper  on  the  Hamburg  stamps,  in 
thb  month's  number,  you  speak  of  a  post  card,  men- 
ti^medin  Th$  Philatetui  for  February,  1871.  The  said 
post  card  belongs  to  me,  and  the  description  given  is  cor- 
rect. A  friend  of  mine,  who  is  a  native  of  Hamburg, 
obtained  flrom  his  relations  there  a  number  of  the  Ham- 
burg envelopes  for  me,  and  amongst  these  envelopes  I 
found  the  post  card.  I  shall  be  happy  to  forward  it  for 
your  inspection,  if  you  would  like  to  see  it.  1  considered 
it  at  the  time  to  be  a  new  issue  for  the  North  German 
Confederation,  localised  for  Hamburg;  but  I  have  never 
seen  another  copy  since. 

Yours  faithful  Iv,  / 

ROBERT  B.  EAREE. 

Th0  Curatage^  JFalter  Belehamp, 
Sudkury. 

[We  should  be  glad  to  take  advantage  of  our  correspond- 
ent's polite  offer  to  send  us  the  card  for  examination. — 
Kd.] 

NOTES  ON  THE  MAY  NUMBER. 
To  Ike  Editor  of**  Tun  Stamp-Collector's  MAOAZonL" 

Sir, — ^The  La  Guaira  Stamps. — ^There  are  one  or 
two  points  in  the  comparison  of  the  genuine  and  forged 
La  Guaira  stamps  {real  series),  which  I  find  it  difficult  to 
follow.  I  have  genuine  used  specimens  of  the  |  real  blue 
and  I  real  pink,  which  differ  in  several  respects  from  the 
Rev.  R.  B.  Earfee's  description.  1.  The  upper  and  lower 
limbs  of  c,  B,  and  E  in  cab£LLO  are  equal.  2.  The  D  of 
MEDIO,  though  something  like  an  o  when  looked  at  by  it- 
self, differs  considerably  from  the  o  in  the  same  word. 
3.  The  6  in  the  left-hand  comer  is  placed  exactly  in  the 
centre  of  a  Maltese  cross,  and  has  no  dot  anywhere  about  it. 

Papers  tou,  Bboinnbils.— Germany.— I  have  several 
specimens  of  the  2  groscben  blue,  1866,  showing  the  di- 
agonal shading  in  the  upper  part  of  the  figure ;  the  lower 
port  does  not  appear  to  have  been  shaded. 

Yours  ti'uly, 

Timperley^  Cheshire.  G.  H.  H. 

P.S. — I  have  a  2  skilling  (head)  Norwegian,  which 
has  printed  on  the  back  hhkca  in  blue  ink,  and  K  §^  in 
black.  I  shall  be  glad  if  vou  can  inform  me  what  these 
marks  mean.  The  postmark  1>cars  date  1862. — f  Wo  cannot 
think  the  marks  referred  to  have  any  postal  significance. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  D.  P.,  Oswego,  N.  Y.— We  are  muih  obliged  for 
your  thoughtfulness  in  sending  us  the  newspaper  iUostra-' 
tion  of  the  U.  8.  postal  card. 

O.  C,  Tours— We  regret  we  cannot  satisfy  your  re- 
quest. We  could  not  guarantoe  the  oorrectnew  of  a  list  of 
tne  Virginia  locals  issued  in  1862. 

R.  P.  M.,  MalU.— The  *•  ocean  penny  portage  "  stamp 
never  had  any  operative  existence,  nor  is  it  even  m  ad- 
hesive. It  formed  part  of  the  dengn  of  ma.  cvTdope 
issued  by  the  advocate*  of  an  oceaa  poatage  sebcoie  yeara 
ago,  in  support  of  their  views,  and-waa  never  inteiided  or 
used  to  prepay  poetage,  being  simply  a  fanev  dsetcfa. 

R.  M.  C,  La  Chauz-de-foDda.-^!.  Th«  8traita  Settle- 
ments stamps  prepay  the  postage  at  8ii|gapore  of  local 
letters  and  of  letters  for  this  and,  possibly,  other  countries. 
— 2.  The  best  catalogue  at  present  is  tKat  recently  i9»iied 
by  M.  Moons,  Brussels  —3.  The  number  of  sUmpa  in  a 
collection  forms  no  guide  to  its  real  worth,  which  depends 
on  the  genuineness,  rarity,  and  condition  of  tiie  apecimena. 

A  Ladt  Collector,  Halifkx,  N.S.— 1.  It  is  difficult 
to  recommend  you  a  work  on  forged  atampa,  inasmuch  as 
those  which  have  been  published,  if  not  out  of  print,  as  is 
very  probable,  are  more  or  less  out  of  date,    llie  descriiK 
tions  thev  contain  have  been  rendered  valueless  by  tne 
issue  of  fresh  forgeries,  and  the  only  reallv  useful  analy- 
ses are  found  in  the  Spud  Papers,  which  have  been  in 
course  of  publication  by  The  PkiUteliei  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years.    Even  they,  however,  have  not  been 
gathered  into  a  book,  and  we  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  authors  to  reprint  them.     To  our 
mind  the  best  guide  to  the  detection  of  forgeries  is  the 
price  Ust  of  a  respectable  dealer,  and  for  this  reaaon :  a 
stamp-importer  wno  docs  a  large  business  must  go  to  the 
fountain-nead  to  get  his  supplies,  therefore  he  (Attains 
them  at  the  cheapest  rate,  andf  the  competition  which  ex- 
ists in  the  trade  obliges  him  to  sell  them  at  prices  whidL 
leave  him  but  a  reasonable  margin  of  profit.    It  follows 
that,  taking  his  advantages  on  one  side,  and  his  necessities 
on  the  other,  the  prices  which  he  quotes  are  the  lowest 
at  which  genuine  stamps  can  be  sold ;    and  if  stamps 
which  are  offered  by  a  dealer  of  known  integrity  at  a  ahu- 
ling  are  advertised  by  some  mushroom  trader  at  two- 
pence, it  is  a  fair  inference  that  the  twopenny  copies  sre 
counterfeits.  Thisargument  applies,  primofmeie,  tounused 
stamps ;  but  it  is  no  less  applicable  to  used  stamps ;  for 
the  large  dealers,  who  have  won  their  position  by  their 
honesty  and  enterprise  combined,  hare  correspondents  in 
every  country,  who  supply  them  with  used  stamps  in 
quantities  and  on  terms  wnich  the  ephemeral  advertiser 
has  no  power  of  obtaining.     In  effecting  the  sale  the 
action  oi  competition  comes  into  play  to  the  same  extent 
as  with  unused  stamns.  and  specimens  which  are  offered 
at  nominal  prices  anu  by  unknown  persons  are  tolerably 
certain  to  be  false.    The  sale  of  false  stamps  would  nevw 
have  aco  aired  its  present  proportions  but  for  the  existence 
of  a  weakness  on  the  part  of  collectors  for  great  bargains. 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  get  possession,  in  a  fair  way,  of  a 
genuine  half-crown  stamp  lor  thi^eepence ;  but  the  oppor- 
tunity very  rarely  occuw,  the  stamp  on  which  any  such 
concessions  are  made  being  almost  mvariabljr  folae.    Our 
advice  to  collectors  is,  therefore,  above  all  things  to  fight 
shy  of  great  bargains,  and  make  up  their  minds  to  piy  a 
reasonable  prioe  for  their  stamps,  if  they  wish  to  secure 
genuine  specimens. — 2.   The  nrst  series  for  the  FirnHi 
empire  was  issued  un perforated  in  1853-4 ;  see  the  article 
on  France,  p.  165  of  our  last  volume.— 3.  To  this  question 
the  best  answer  we  can  make  is  given  in  our  cuirrtit 
article  on  new  issues. 
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PAPERS  BX)R  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXIX. 

BY  OVEUY  TAYLOR. 
EUltOPE. 

Srcctc. 

When   first   the  Greek  stamps  made  their 
appearance,  their  classical  elegance  of  type 

created  quite  a  furore 
among  the  then  numerous 
but  unscientific  crowd  of 
stamp-collectors.  An  ac- 
quaintance with  the  one 
unvarying  type  extending 
over  some  twelve  years  has, 
however,  somewhat  dimmed 
our  first  enthusiasm,  and  the  defective  print- 
ing of  the  more  recent  editions  has  destroyed 
the  delicacy  of  outline  which  gave  such  a 
charm  to  the  early  specimens.  The  design 
is  now — if  the  expression  may  be  coined — 
in  ruins,  and  its  suppression  at  no  distant 
date  seems  almost  inevitable. 

The  birthplace  of  art  contains  no  engraver 
worthy  of  the  name.  When  the  Greeks — 
then  living  under  the  dominion  of  the  b3nefi- 
cenfc  Otho — determined  on  issuing  postage 
stamps,  they  wisely  resolved  to  order  them 
in  Paris,  and  for  that  purpose  addressed 
themselves  to  M.  Barre,  the  engraver,  and 
M.  Hulot,  the  printer  of  the  French  emissions. 
The  type  chosen — whether  prescribed  hy  the 
Grecian  government  or  selected  by  M.  liarre 
— ^was  a  happy  one.  No  fitter  postal  emblem 
for  the  Homeric  land  could  be  found  than 
the  head  of  Hermes,  or,  to  adopt  the  Roman 
title,  Mercury — god  of  messengers  and  com- 
merce— and  none  could  more  worthily  have 
portrayed  it  than  M.  Barre.  On  the  Ghreek 
stamps  he  is  drawn  with  the  true  Grecian 
profile,  his  head  adorned  with  the  winged 
cap,  called  petasuM,  given  him  by  Jupiter, 
and  the  accessory  portions  of  the  design  are  of 
that  subdued  and  almost  severe  character 
which  befits  the  snbject.  That  they  were 
copied  from  the  French  stamps  detracts 
nothing  from  their  merit ;  no  more  appropri- 
ate framework  could  have  been  chosen  than 
that  originally  designed  to  enclose  the  profile 
of  the  goddess  of  liberty. 

The  first  edition  of    the   Greek  stamps 

VOL.  Xf.        N'o.  126. 


made  2t«  appearance  on  the  1st  October, 
1861.  It  was  printed  in  Paris,  as  has  al- 
ready been  indicated,  by  M.  Hulot,  and  was 
composed  of  the  following  values : — 

1  lepton  chocolate-brown. 

2  lepta  cinnamon. 
5     „                  green. 

10  ,,  orange. 

20  .,  blue. 

40  „  reddish  violet. 

80  „  carmine. 

All  the  values  are  printed  on  papar  more  or 
less  toned,  and  in  the  10  and  40  lepta  the 
paper  is  of  a  decided  bluish  tint.  The  10 
lepta  has  a  large  figure  10  at  the  back,  and 
is  thus  distingui.shed  from  the  other  values. 
No  confusion,  however,  is  possible  with  the 
10  lepta  of  subsequent  series,  as  the  figure  in 
this  first  issue  is  much  larger  than  that  on 
the  later  stamps.  Reference  is  made  in  The 
Philaielicol  Journal  to  the  existence  of  speci- 
mens of  the  first — or  Paris-printed — 10  lep» 
ta  without  the  figure  at  the  back.  I  have 
not  met  with  any,  nor  can  I  find  any  refe- 
rence to  them  in  the  catalogues  I  have  been 
able  to  consult,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
chronicling  the  variety  on  Mr.  Pemberton's 
authority.  In  like  manner  I  may  mention 
en  passant,  on  the  authority  of  Di*.  Magnus, 
that  some  specimens  of  the  first  10  lepta  were 
unoflBcially  perforated — probably  merely  as 
a  trial  or  for  amusement. 

The  striking  clearness  of  execution  of  the 
Paris-printed  stamps  in  itself  suffices  to  no 
small  extent  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
subsequent  editions  printed  o£E  at  Athens, 
but  in  respect  of  all  the  values,  exoept  the  1 
lepton  and  2  lepta,  a  more  decisive  test  may 
be  applied,  seeing  that  the  Athens-printed 
editions  all  bear  on  the  back  an  impressed 
numeral  of  value,  which  is  generally  in  the 
same  colour  as  the  stamp. 

Two  Athenian  editions  are  distinguished 
by  most  writers,  and  are  thus  catalogued.* 

FIRST  ATHENS-PRINTED   EDITION. 

On  wove  paper. 

1  lepton  dark  brown.        j    Without  numeral 

2  lepta    bistre.  ) 


at  back. 


-»*- 


*  The  list  is  tftkeD>  priocipally  from  The  Phiiatelist, 
Tol.  i.,  page  71. 
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5  lepta   emerald  green. 


10 

20 
40 

80 
80 


»i 


i> 


>» 


I) 


» 


With  small 

numeral  nt 
.  back,  of  the 
^  game  colour 

aa  the  stamp 

itself. 


orange  (on  faint  bluish.^ 

tinted  paper.) 
ultramarine, 
light  reddish  violet  (on 

blue- tinted  paper.) 

^«:^or^T.  loVa   J    With  tetrfet  numeral 
crmison-lake.  |  ^  ^^ 

»«:.v«o^ri  lai-/*  i  With  numeral  ot  back 
crmison-lake.  |        ^^  ^^  ^j^^ 


J 


SECOND  ATHENS-PRINTED  EDITION. 

Struck  from  the  plates,  much  deteriorated, 
on  coarser  paper,  and  less  delicate  in  shade. 

1  lepton  light  brown 
1     ,,        reddish  brown 


I 


2 


» 


it 


Wiihout  fignres 
at  the  back. 


10 

20 
40 

40 
80 


»» 


»? 


>> 


>i 


i» 


With  small 
numeral    on 
>■  back  indica- 
tive   of  the 
value. 


2  lepta    yellow-bistre, 

with  pink  tinge, 
cinnamon, 
green,  with  more  yel- ' 

low  in  it  than  2nd 

edition, 
dark  orange  on  slightlj 

bluish  paper, 
ultramarine, 
reddish  pink  (Z/e  de  vin) 

on  blae  paper, 
solferino  on  blue  paper, 
light  pink. 

There  is  considerable  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing between  the/r#/  Athenian  1  lepton 
and  2  lepta  and  their  Parisian  prototypes. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  safe  to  say  that  the  Athenian 
stamps  are  of  a  deeper  shade,  but  even  this 
is  hardly  a  sure  test.  No  similar  difficulty 
occurs  in  respect  of  the  third  edition;  the 
coarseness  of  the  two  lowest  values,  and 
especially  of  the  1  lepton,  is  but  too  evident. 
Some  of  the  latter  are  mere  blotches,  showing 
scarcely  a  trace  of  the  framework  and  in- 
scriptions. 

Although  the  coarse  impressions  are  all 
catalogued  as  forming  a  third  edition,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  there  have,  in  fact,  been 
several  tirages,  each  a  little  coarser  than  its 
predecessor.  These  gradations  in  inferiority 
might  be  remarked  by  an  attentive  observer, 
but  it  would  serve  no  good  purpose  to  crowd 
an  overwhelming  number  of  specimens  by 
way  of  proof  into  an  album.  The  successive 
workings   have  been  acccmipanied  with  suc- 


cessive variations  of  shade.  Thus  we  find 
the  green  6  lepta  in  at  least  four  shades ;  the 
10  lepta  in  five ;  and  the  40  lepta,  the  most 
changeable  of  all,  in  seven. 

The  design  has  remained  unaltered  in  all 
its  main  points,  but  there  is  some  I'oom  for 
the  supposition  which  has  been  advanced, 
that  the  shading  across  Uie  clieek  and 
neck  has  been  retouched  and  deepened.  It 
is  easy  to  perceive  that  the  lines  are  vrnoh 
thicker  and  longer  than  on  the  Paroian 
edition,  and  they  could  not  havB  teen  brought 
out  by  use,  rather  would  they  have  been  en- 
tirely effaced  by  wear  and  tear.  Even  the 
first  Atiienians  show  some  difference  from 
the  Parisian  series,  and  in  tiie  later  im- 
pressions the  "face  is  fully  -whiskered. 

The  figures  at  the  back  are  not  always 
of  precisdy  t^  same  shade  as  the  design 
itself.  This  may  be  specially  remarked  in 
Inspect  of  the  40  lepta,  and  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  the  sheets  are  nniiibered  at  the 
back  in  advance,  and  that  a  surplus  is  some- 
times left  over.  It  may  here  also  be  appro- 
priate to  mention  that  there  are  two  varieties 
of  the  figure  at  the  back  of  the  5  lepta— a 
larger  and  a  smaller. 

The  collection  of  the  three  editions,  even 
by  beginners,  is  to  be  recommended,  although, 
perhaps,  as  an  exception  to  the  usual  rule. 
The  Parisian  issue,  or  either  of  the  Athe- 
nian issues  alone,  would  very  inadequately 
represent  the  Grecian  emissions  ;  the  differ 
ences  in  the  execution  arc  so  gr^i-t  that^ 
although  they  simply  evidence  the  difference 
between  Parisian  and  Athenian  printii^, 
and  are  for  the  most  part  accidental,  they 
cannot  in  justice  be  passed  over. 

ESSAYS. 

The  Greeks  possess  neither  stamped  enve- 
lopes, wrappers,  official  stamps,  nor  postcards, 
but,  like  most  other  European  countries 
Greece  has  had  a  couple  of  sets  of  spurious 
essays  fathered  on  it.  These  essays  are  proof 
of  the  creative  power  of  a  demand.  When 
Otho  abdicated,  and  the  King  of  Denmark*8 
son  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  Greece,  it  was 
fondly  hoped  by  collectors  that  the  accession 
of  the  latter  would  be  signalised  by  the  issue 
of  a  new  series  of  stamps.  Hardly  had  the 
hope  been  expressed  in  the  philatelic  journals 
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of  the  day,  thaD  forthwith,  moBhroom-like, 
up  Bpmng  two  fanciful  types,  eaid  to  have 
been  sabtnittcd  to  the  Grecian  postal  ad- 
minietmtion. 

The  engraving  of  the  more  striking  of 

the    two    is    inserted    here  as    a    totuenir 

of  the  credulity  of  col- 

I  lectors  ten  years  ago. 
Of  its  artisUc  merit  my 
readers  can  judge  for 
themselveB.  These  os- 
says  for  a  time  were 
in  great  reqaeet,  and 
fetched  comparativdy 
high  prices,  for  the  essay  mania  wBs  then 
at  ita  aenith.  Not  very  long  aft«r  their 
appearance,  however,  their  tme  character 
was  demonstrated,  and  they  sunk  into  well- 
merited  oblivion.  Considwing  the  unsatis- 
factory state  of  the  design  of  the  existing 
stamps,  it  wunid  be  matter  for  rejoicing 
were  we  to  leam  that  designs  for  a  new 
series  had  really  been  snhmitted. 


NOTES  FOR  COLLECTORS. 


{CaaliHUed  fi-em  pagt  8.) 

Before  closing  onr  notes  on  the  stamps  and 
envelopes  of  Austria  proper,  we  shoald  notice 
that  the  envelopes  of  1861  were  again  re- 
printed towards  the  close  of  last  year ;  but 
they  differ  in  size  from  those  of  the  reprint 
of  1866,  and  also  in  the  letters  of  the  words 
BRIEF  couvEETs.  A  newspaper  band  was 
also  issued  in  18?2,  for  a  description  of  which 
wo  refer  onr  readers  to  vol.  x.,  p.  1  ?1,.  of  this 
magazine, 

^usfrtan-3UaIp  ttnb  Joteigit 
branch  (DfEtrtB. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Anstrian  empire 
created  a  series  of  stamps  for  home  nae,  a 
series  was  also  created  for  those  parts  of  the 
empire  where  the  accounts  were  kept  in  lire 
and  eenUnimi,  as  also  for  the  use  of  the 
foreign  branches.  When  the  change  was  made 
in  the  monetary  system,  in  1858  (see  vol  s,, 
p.  173),  the  value  of  the  lira  was  made  eqnal 


to  that  of  the  jUirin,  and  was  divided  into 
100  iohli;  the  totdii  and  the  kreuxer  being 
therefore  equivalent  in  value. 

FIRST  SERIES. 

Issued  on  the  Isfc  of  Jnne,  1850.  The 
type  appears  to  be  identical  in  all  respects 
with  that  of  the  stamps  of  the  first  series 
fo::  Austria  proper,  save  in  the 
enauciatiou  of  the  value.  Al- 
most the  same  varieties  in 
colour  and  paper  are  found  in 
one  as  in  the  other.  The 
consumption  of  the  corres- 
ponding values  seems,  how- 
ever, to  have  been  different, 
for  tlie  ampler  values  are  comparatively 
scarcn' ;  and  thus  the  varieties  of  shade  in 
the  5  centesimi  are  not  so  numerous. 
Glauificaiion. 

I. — Handmade  paper,  varying  in  thicknesB. 

5  cenli,    orange  -  yellovr  ((hudca),  cbromij  -  yellow 

(thiidea). 
Iff     „        intenw  black,  black. 
15     „        vertnilioD  (ahadea). 
)6     „        renuilioa  on  ribbed  paper,  Or  paper  ihow- 

ing  ttTfturit.* 
30      „        r«l-bn>*n  {ihadesl,  wsnn  brown  (shadeii). 
30      „        warm  broun  on  ribbed  iinprr. 
4-5      „         rrusaiaa  blue  (shudefl],  lij$h(  dull  blue. 
2a     „        PruuUn  bluu  (intetiondialo  abaJe],   on 

ribbed  paper. 

n. — Wove  thick  paper. 

6  ceaU,    Naplo;cllaw,  to  li^hl  chrome-yellav. 
10     „       black. 

-   IS     „       ■T'lrlet  {ihidea),  to  light  briek. 
80     ,,        light  brown. 
45     „       light  Prusaion  blue. 

SETOND   SERIES. 

Issued  1st  of  November,  1658.  Printed 
on  white  wove  paper,  and  perforated  15. 
Identical  in  type  with  the  corresponding 
values  in  the  second  series  for  Austria  proper. 
ClaMification. 


•  Since  th«  elaulBealion  of  Ihe  fir«t  seriei  for  .Austria 
prapa  (lol.  i.,  p.  126),  Mr.  Pembprton  bag  shown  ui  a 
ipecimen  o/  the  3  kr,  H-arlet  on  laid  napr-r  with  wide 
tiirgiurti.  He  also  iiienlions  a  3  kr.  of  thiB  rfnvt,  printed 
by  error  in  irouu,  but  vc  hmf  av\  lurMlvci  met  wiih  it. 
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THIRD   SERIES. 

No  general  series  of  adhesive  stamps  was 
issaed  on  the  1st  of  January,  1861,  when 
a  series  of  envelopes  was  issued,  corres- 
ponding in  design  and  in  their  values  with 
the  series  issued  at  that  date  for  Austria 
proper.  These  envelopes,  like  those  of  the 
kreuzer  series,  were  probably  manufetctured  of 
two  sizes — the  large  and  the  ordinary ;  but 
only  three  values  in  the  large  size  are  known 
to  exist,  viz.,  the  5  soldi,  10  soldi,  and  15  soldi. 
The  entire  series  is  printed  on  white  wove, 
soft,  unsurf aced  paper.  These  envelopes,  like 
those  of  the  kreuzer  series,  were  reprinted  in 
1866  in  the  ordinary  size ;  but  the  reprints 
are  distinguishable  from  the  originals  by 
the  same  marks  as  the  reprints  of  the  kreuzer 
series,  viz.,  the  difFei-ence  in  the  form  of  the 
side  flaps,  and  the  watermark  of  one  or 
more  of   the   letters   composing  the  words 

BRIEF  COUVBRTS. 

A  second  reprint  was  made  last  year,  but 
this  may  be  readily  distinguished  from  the 
first  reprint  by  the  size  of  the  envelopes, 
which  are  about  §  of  an  inch  longer,  and  J 
of  an  inch  wider,  than  the  envelopes  of  the 
latter. 

The  series  of  envelopes  seems  to  have  been 
in  use  concurrently  with  the  stamps  of  the 
second  series ;  and  though  we  find  that  the  5 
soldi  and  10  soldi,  of  the  type  of  the  envelopes, 
were  issued  early  in  1861,  yet,  on  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  supply  of  3  soldi  black  of 
the  second  series,  in  August,  1862,  its  place 
was  supplied  by  the  green  of  the  same  type, 
which,  it  would  appear,  had  been  previously 
prepared  for  issue,  as  it  is  perforated  15,  like 
its  congeners,  while  the  stamps  of  1861 
and  subsequent  years,  up  to  1864-5,  were 
pei'f  orated  14. 

Classification. 

I. — Stamps  of  same  type  as  envelopes  of 

1861  ;  perf.  14. 

1861.-^5  soldi,  brick-red  and  light  red. 
10    „      red-brown  (light). 

II. — Stamps  of  the  type  of  1858 ;  perf.  15. 

1862.— 3  soldi,  sea-green,  varying  in  shades.* 

♦  The  stamps  of  ISoO,  1859,  and  1861  have  all  been 
reprinted ;  those  of  18o9  at  least  twice,  as  also  those  of 
1861,  which  appeared  with  the  addition  of  the  unissued 
values  of  2, 8,  and  15  soldi  of  that  series.  All  the  reprints 
of  the  stamps  of  1859  and  1861  differ,  however,  from  the 
originals  in  the  pcrfrrations. 


III. — Envelopes. 

3  soldi,  green,  light  g^reen. 

5    „       vermilion,  brick-red,  and  light  red. 
l'^    „       red-brown 
15    „       Prussian  blue. 
20    „       orange  (shades). 
25     „     wanu  brown. 
30     „      violet  (shades). 
35     „      pale  grey-brown  (shades). 

FOURTH   SGBIRS. 

Issued  Ist  July,  1863,  contemporaneously 
with  the  4th  series  for  Austria  proper,  as 
the  kreuzer  series.  As  in  this  latter  series, 
there  are  two  distinct  issues,  one  perforated 
14,  and  the  other  9|. 

Of  the  envelopes,  there  appear  only  to  be 
two  issues,  corresponding  with  the  1st  and 
3rd  of  the  kreuzer  series.     Sup.,  page  4. 

Clnssification, 

I. — Stamps  of  series  of  18®. 

1.  Earlier  issue,  perforated  14. 

2  soldi,  Naples  yellow  (shades); 

3  „     sea-green  (shades). 
5     „     rose  (shades). 

10      „     Prussian  blue  (shades) » 
15     „      light  reddish  brown. 

2.  Later  iasut),  perforated  9|. 

2  soldi,  Naples  yellow  to  orange-yellow. 

3  „      sea-green,  yellow-green. 
5     „     rose  (shades). 

10     „     Prussian  blue  (shades). 

15     ,,     reddish  brown  and  light  ditto. 

II. — Envelopes. 

1.  Envelopes  on  ordinary  plain  white  wove  paper, 

surfaced,  with  flaps  similar  to  thoee  of  tlw 
series  of  1861. 
3  soldi,  yellow-green  (shades). 
5     „     ro<ae  and  deep  ditto. 
10     „     Prussian  blue  and  light  ditto. 
15     „     reddish  brown  and  light  umber-brown. 
25     „     violet  (shades). 

2.  Envelopes  on  ordinary  white  wove  paper,  with 

flHps  similar  in  shape  to  those  of  the  reprints 
of  the  series  for  1861,  and  with  letters  in 
watermark  as  in  the  Mine  reprints. 
3  soltli,  light  green. 

5  „      rose  (shades). 
10     „      Prussian  blue. 

15     „      light  umber-brown. 
The  25  soldi  is  said  to  exist,  but  we  hare  not  met 
with  it. 

PIFTH   amtlES. 

Issued  sijnultaneoiisly  with  the  kreiuer 

series.     Sup.,  p.  5. 

Classificaiioii, 

I. — Stamps,  perforated  9|. 

2  soldi,  oriffut  yellow  to  orange -yellow. 

3  „  dull  green  (shades). 

6  „  dull  rose,  madder-carmine. 
10  „  Prussian  blue  to  light  ditto. 
15  „  umber -brown  (fihadcs). 

25     „      dull  violet  (shades),  nolet,  puce. 
50     „     salmon  (shades). 
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II.— EnTelopes. 

1.  Siin  A  (tup.,  p.  6). 

3  Midi,  gr«n  (>l.Hd«), 

10     „     PruMinn  blue  (xh^dca). 

\6     „     violet  (ahBde*}. 

2.  Sue  B. 

(■)    PaptTumeutorsizei. 

3  »ldi,  sr«n. 

15  „     light  uiiiber-branu. 

(i.)  pKper  wiih  ietlera  of  WBtcrmirk  rarthirnpni-t. 
25>aldi,  violet. 

In  or  abont  tlie  month  of  May,  1871,  a 
aeries  of  stamps  was  issned  for  the  kingdom 

I  of  Hnngarj.  Thpse  Ktaiups 
have  been  describcil  so  re- 
cently that  it  will  soffice  to 
give  a  simple  catah)gue  of 
them.  It  should  be  re- 
mark lid  that  this  series, 
together  with  a  set  of  en- 
velopes, first  appeared  li- 
thographed, but  the  aeries  of  adhesives  was 
quickly  followed  by  an  engraved  series. 
Both  are  perforated  9^,  and  are  printed 
on  plain,  wnite,  nnwatermarked  paper. 
Clataifieatiim. 

1871.     I.— Stamps  lithographed. 

Z  kreuzcr,  ochn-yFllow  (^adea). 

3        „        grWD  (nhiidiv). 

5       „       row,  iiiiiddvr-camiine. 
10        „         I'miKinii  blue  (itisdea). 
15        „        lighl  umber- brown. 
e5        „        lilac  uiil  dark  dilLo. 
VaBIBTT. — 6  kieiuer,  rose,  unperCorBtcd. 

1871.  II. — Jonmat  stamp,  lithographed. 

Type  1,  the  month  of   the 
bom  being  to  the  right. 

No  value  (1  kr.),  (carlel-Terniilion 
(■hidri). 

1871.     Ill— Envelopes. 

5  kratuer,  given  (ahi<d(«). 

6  „        maddcr-ciumine,   dull 

ID       „        Fnisaiaii  blue  (tti*d<!a>. 
Ifi       „        umber-brawn  (shiulee). 

1872.  IV. — Stamps  engraved. 

2  kreoier,  dnrk  ocbrc  (ahedcs),  oraage.jellow. 

3  „       chToma-grei^n  (Hhades). 
6       „       niudder-cnmiiDi'. 

10        „        btue(>hadei<). 

16  „        dark  brown. 

i5        „        dull  violvt  (ahtdea). 


V. — Journal  stamp,  lithographed.  Typs 
!,  the  mouth  of  the  horn  being  turned  to  the 
eft. 

No  value  (1  kr.),  •rflrlet-Tcrmilion,  dark  brick -red. 
V.\»IKTY.— The  uiue  on  bluUh  wliite  paper. 
No  Talue  (I  kr.)  brick-red. 


VI.— In  November,  IH(J8,  twostampgof  the 
above  type  were  issued,  values  1  kr.  and  2  kr., 
in  TftriouB  shades  of  blue  and  brown ;  but 
these  are  not  postage  stamps,  being  affixed 
to  foreign  newspapers,  in  the  same  manner 
and  for  the  same  purpose  as  those  mentioned 
as  belonging  to  Austria  proper,  vol.  i.,  p.  1 72. 

Newspaper  wrapper,  see  vol.  x.,  p.  187. 

The  postal  cards  issued  by  Austria  arc  of 
such  recent  date  that  they  scarcely  need  any 
description.  For  the  sake  of  reforcnco, 
however,  we  propose  to  give  a  list  of  the 
different  varieties  in  our  next  paper. 

NEWLY-ISSUED   OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Barbadus. — ^Following  the  faithiou  -for  there 
is  a  fashion  in  connection  with  the  issue  of 
new  values,  especially   among  our  widely- 
scattered  colonics,  who 
all    draw      their     in- 
spiration     from      the 
mother-coontry — Bar- 
bados has  allowed  it- 
self  the    pleasure    of 
two     new     stamps — 
a      five-shilling     and 
a     threepenny.       We 
have    to    thank     our 
old  correspondent,  Mr. 

Daniells,  for  commanication  of  early  copies  of 
both.  The  threepenny  is  the  old  type,  pure 
and  simple,  printed  in  red-violet,  perforated 
and  star  watermarked.  The  design  of  the  live 
shilling  is  here  represented,  and  may  perhaps 
give  the  reader  to  imagine  that  the  stamp 
it«elf  is  an  effective  one.     It  might  be,  were  it 
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printed  ia  some  rich  colour,  but  impressed  as 
it  is  in  a  pale,  reddish  pink,  it  has  a  poor, 
washed-ont  look.  The  employment  of  the  old 
type,  which  is  almost  entirely  reproduced, 
is  the  great  featare  of  the  new  stamp,  the 
iDCorporation  of  the  design  of  an  ordinary 
rectangle  being  a.  novel  idea.  The  inscrip- 
tions are  in  bold,  legible  characters,  bnt  the 
corner  ornamenta  strike  us  as  being  very 
clumsy.  The  watermark  consists  of  a  star 
in  each  of  the  foar  corners,  Onr  corres- 
pondent statoa  that  the  revised  fourp2nny, 
with  valnes  added,  haa  not  yot  been  received, 
and  that  new  plates  are  being  prepared  for 
the  halfpenny  and  penny  Btamps,  which 
also  are  to  have  the  valne  speciflei 
.  RouMANiA. — Post  cards  at  present  rule  the 
roait,  and  form  a  large  proportion  of  the 
new  issaes.  The  latest 
arrivals  are  the  Roumanian, 
of  which  tlie  emission  was 
reported  in  our  last  num- 
ber. The  type,  here  repro- 
duced, will  certfliinly  make 
no  large  claims  on  onr  ad- 
miration. It  is  prosaic  in  the 
extreme,  reminding  one  of 
nothing  more  lovely  than  Ihe  formal  Wur- 
tembttt^  envelope.  Very  ei'idently  the 
Bonmanian  anthorities  have  not  obtained  this 
typefromParis.  However,  itmnsthc  said  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  have  cot  gone  to  Paris 
for  information  as  to  the  price  at  which  post 
cards  should  be  sold.  They  have  not  adopted 
the  elevated  and  unproductive  French  tariff, 
but,  following  the  example  of  more  en. 
lightened  administrations,  have  issued  the 
cards  at  5  bani  (a  halfpenny)  each.  Fnrther- 
more,  they  have  copied  the  Dutch  innovation 
of  reply-paid  cards,  and  have  initiated  a 
further  advance,  in  extending  to  the  cards 
the  facility  of  registration,  hitherto,  we 
believe,  confined  to  lettflrs.  Among  the 
explanations  at  foot  of  the  card,  we  find  one 
which  strikes  us  as  rather  amusing :  "  There 
is  nothing  to  be  paid  to  the  postman."  Is 
it  usual,  we  are  led  to  ask,  to  pay  the  post- 
man a  fee  on  receipt  of  a  letter  ?  or  were  the 
aut'iorities  apprehensive  that  the  public, 
withont  the  above  explanation,  would  hardly 
believe  it  possible  that  the  total  charge  was 
rcpi-csented  by  the  impressed  stamp?     Re- 


turning to  our  mnttons,  we  have  to  add 
that  the  stamp  is  printed  in  bine,  and  the 
inscriptions  in  black.  In  the  npper  left 
angle  are  the  arms  of  Roumania,  with  sup- 
portcTs  and  motto.  Nihil  tine  Pen,  on  a 
crowned  mantle.  The  date  of  the  Act 
aatborising  the  issue  of  post  cards — Slst 
March,  1873 — is  quoted  above  the  space  re- 
served for  the  address.  The  card  iteelf  varies 
somewhat  in  size,  and  some  trifling  varieties 
in  the  inscriptions  arc  distingnishable. 

Spain'.— For    a  wonder,    the   official  an- 
nonn  cement    of    a    new    series    has    been 
promptly  followed    by    the 
apparition    of    the    stamps 
themselves.     It  would  ha?e 

that  I 
type 

has  f( 
of  King  Amadens.     1 

recourse  to  the  Cnban  type  of  1871,  and 
have  fitted  it  for  service  at  home,  as  will 
be  seen  by  our  engraving,  by  simply  snb- 
Btituting  C0MUKiCACio»EB  for  "  intnuiiar, 
1871,"  and  bspana,  on  either  side,  for 
"Correos."  Nothing  conld  have  been  Bim- 
pler.       The    values    and    colours    hitherto 


received  a 


this  instalment  will,  ' 


a  follows  :- 
I.  de  peseta     orange. 

bright  green. 

black. 

chocol  at«-bro  wn. 

dull  maave. 

3  doubt,  more  to  come,  bot 


i  prcsunie,  : 


most  pressing  requirements  of 

""]  the  service,  and  satisfy  the 
I  Inlrantigeniet,  to  whom  any- 
'"  thing  that  savours  of  royalty 
is  unclean.  The  J  cent  de 
peseta  remains  in  service,  bat 
the  royal  crown  has  made 
way  for  a  mural  one, — as  per  our  illns- 
tration— and  tlio   stamp  is   printed  bright 
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A  German  paper  qaoted  by  The  Slump 
Btatea  that  the  Carliet^  have  iesaed  one-real 
stamps,  bearing  the  portrait  of  their  chief, 
and  that  all  letters  not  franked  bj  these 
stamps,  which  fall  into  the  bands  of  the  \n- 
eargenta,  are  destroyed. 

A  correspondent  calls  onr  attention  to  our 
omission  to  chronicle  in  due  coarse  the  20  c 
native,  bead  of  A  madena,  issaed  at  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  present  year.  We  nmst  plead  guilty. 
BRAziL-^Some  two  years  ago  we  described, 
OD  the  authority  of  an  American   paper,  a 
new  300  reis  adhesive,  printed  in  green  and 
„  violet ;  and  a  few  months 
c  afterwards    an  esteemed 
K  correspondent  at  Rio,  who 
?  had  been  shown  a  speci- 
i>  men    at    the    post-office 
■>  there,  informed   na   that 
'j  the     stamp    was     really 
i  printed  with  green  centre 
If  and  orange-yellow  frame. 
}  Our  American  contempo- 
rary, in  a  recent  number, 
states  that  a  fresh  supply  of  this  value,  in 
orange    and     green,    has    jnst    been    sent 
down  from  New  York  by  the  manufacturers 
—the    Continental    Bank    Note    Company 
■ — and  wishes  to    know   what   has   become 
of    the    first    batch,    sent    out    in     1871. 
On  this  point  we  are  in  a  position  to  give  our 
readers,  and  the  A.  J.  P.  at  the  same  time, 
some  information.        The  original  supply  is 
still  lying  in  the  Rio  post-office,  awaiting  the 
entire  exhanstion  of  the  old  amall  figure  300 
reis,  of  which  it  appears  but  a  small  stock 
now  remains.      The  issue  of  the  new  typo 
will  soon  take  place,  and  it  is  probably  in 
order  to  have  a  sufficient  quantity  in  hand  to 
deliver  out  to   all  the  post-officps,  that  a 
further  supply  has  been  ordered  from  New 
York.      With  great  difficulty  our  friend  at 
Rio  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  specimen 
of  the  forthcoming  300  reis  from  the  post- 
master there,  which  he  has  sent  to  us,  and 
which  is,  we  believe,  the  only  specimen  at 
present  in  this  country.     We  annex  an  en- 
graving of  it,  which  will  render  any  dotailod 
description   unnecessary.      The  general   ar- 
rangement plainly  indicates  that  the  design 
is  of  New  York  origin,  whilst  the  differences 
between  thb  stamp  and  its  predcccsisors  no 


less  clearly  show  that  it  is  not  from  the  same 
atelier  as  them.  In  tact,  whilst  the  other 
stamps  were  fabricated  by  tho  Amei'icati,  the 
new -comer  is  the  production  of  the  Ounf/xetifoi 
Bank  Note  Company.  The  impression  in  two 
colours  also  distinguishes  this  value  from  ita 
eotifiefee.  The  portrait— a  very  effective  one 
— is  in  green,  and  the  surrounding  frame  a 
rich  orange-yellow. 

Unitbd    States. — Tho  post  card  already 
described  at  length  in  these  pages  has  made 
its  appearance.    The 
annexed    engraving  | 
will     acquaint     the ! 
reader  with  tho  de- 
sign of  the    rather 
elegant       impressed 
stamp  and  the  frame. 
The     impression     is 
in   brown.      On    the 
Ist   nit.    the    official 
stamps  were  to  make 
their  appears  n  cc,  an  d 
it  appears   that,    in 
addition  to  a  complete 
department  will  have  ii 
while  the  Department 

A.  J.  P.)  will  rejoice  in  the  possession  of 
four  additional  adhesives  and  corresponding 
envelopes,  of  the  value  of  two,  five,  ten.  and 
twenty  dollars,  respectively.  These  will  be 
adorned  with  a  portrait  of  W.  H,  Seward ; 
and  thus  it  will  be  seen  that  collectors  of 
official  stamps  will  have  to  provide  space  in 
their  albums  for  no  less  than  206  new  stamps 
at  a  single  stnike. 

Ru.'^siAS     Locals. — Plratin    (Poltava.)  — 
Our  Belgian  contemporary  gives  an  engrav- 
ing, which  we  repeat, 
of  a  stamp  for  the  a- 
bove  district,  said  to 
belong  to  a  rural  post 
founded  in  186S,  and 
abandoned  for  want 
of  support  at  the  end 
of  a  year.     The  date 
both  of  the  institution 
andofthesnppression 
of  this  balf-foi^otteu  post  is  anterior  to  that 
of  the  government  decree.     The  resuscitation 
of  its  stamps  at  tlio  present  day,  though  not 
without  several  parallelK,  is  a  surprsing  cir- 
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cnmstance,  as  is  also  the  snppTessicm  of  ihe 
service.  M.Uoens  ^ves  full  details  respect- 
ing tlie  stamp,  aod  evea  sttttes  the  namber 
of  stamps  oa  a  sheet  We  do  not  kaow 
what  may  bs  the  Bonrce  of  his  information, 
bat  we  cannot  help  expressing  a  hope  that 
he  has  nut  been  imposed  on.  Such  a  design 
as  the  above — though  it  may  well  have  been 
chosen  for  a  post  established  in  an  oub-af- 
thc-way  locality— is  easily  coacocted,  and 
we  have  v^ry  few  means  of  coatrolliug  its 
authenticity. 

NolingL  (Viatka). — A  Nuliiutk  stamp  was 
described  as  follows  in  the  list  published  by 
ua  in  July,  1871  : — Nnmeral  and  valoe  in 
centre  of  circle,  inscription  in  outer  oval 
frams,  figure  of  value  in  each  angle.  Cul. 
imp.,  obi.,  2  kop,,  green.  This  stamp  has  at 
length  tamed  up,  accompanied  by  three 
others,  two  of  whioh  are  presumably  of  earlier 
dat«,  and  the  third  is  in  use  now. 


g|llOT.iiap|  a 


2  B- 


3eiicroB|.2 


Adopting  the  order  in  which  thoy  are 
chronicled  by  M.  Moens,  and  which  is  avow- 
edly  based  on  the  facial  evidence  afforded  by 
the  stamps  themselves,  we  como  first  to  a 
square,  type-printed  2  kop.,  in  black,  on 
straw-coloured  paper.  This,  there  is  every 
reason  to  snppoee  from  it  primitive  appear- 
ance, was  really  the  first  issued.  Then  comes 
ft  slightly  more  complex  design,  in  which 
the  valne  is  enclosed  in  a  kind  of  double 
parenthesis.  This  also  is  in  black,  on 
ycllowbh  wove  paper.  The  third  stamp  is 
the  one  already  known,  though  not  quite 
correctly  described.  In  this  emission,  the 
vftlne  is  in  a  double  transverse  oval ;  the 
impression  is  black,  and  the  paper  green. 

Lastly,  we  come  to  the  type  in  present 
nse,  which,  in  some  respects,  resembles  the 
second  issue,  and  is  printed  in  black  on 
glazed,  bright  red  paper.  If  we  seek  an 
explanation  for  these  successive  emissions,  all 


of  an  equally  primitive  character,  it  will 
probably  prove  that  only  one  supply  of  each 
type  was  print«d  off;  and  when  that  was 


exliausted,  a  fresh  type  was  composed  by  tba 
printer  from  the  charact«rB  nearest  at  hand, 
and,  certainty,  with  an  eye  to  ntility  only. 

Ek->ten>u>»lav.— It  is  stated  by  Le  Timbre- 
Piielf,  on  the  anbhority  of  a  correspondent, 
that  the  letter  e  in  the  centre  of  the  stamp 
fur  this  district  does  not  stand  for  the  name 
of  the  city,  but  is  the  initial  of  the  Empres* 
Catherine's  name — Kamepunn.  From  this, 
we  understand  that  the  letter  K  stands  for 
the  Russian  K. 

Weifsiegiittiik. — A  new  series  has  already 
made  its  appearance  for  this  district,  and  b; 
tho  kindness  of  a  correspondent  we  are  ea- 
abled    to    annex  an  on- 
graving    of    the    design 
adopted.       The     stamps 
have    rather    a    peculiar 
look,  resulting  from  the 
manner    in    which   they 
are  printed.     The  entire 
design,    iTiscriptions   and 
all,    is     in     block     ink. 
The  ground  is  ooloured, 
and  is  printed  over  the  intcripUona  which 
surround    the    shield,    whilst    the    external 
labels    are    loft    white.      The    black    lined 
and    dotted    portions    of     the    shield    are 
left  untouched,    whilst    tLo  emblems   they 
bear   are  coloured.     The  colour,  as  stated 
above,  is  printed  over  the  black,  and  luu 
been  very  successfully  struck,  as  it  rarely 
overlaps  the  white  parte.     In  the  new  issue 
tho    cmstoceon    is    clearly    apparent ;    the 
emblem  in   the  upper   part  of  the  shield, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  bo  tlic  same  u 
that  on  the  previous  type;    and,  seeing  that 
the  arms  of  the  province  or  government  are 
not  likely  to  liave  been  changed,  the  sab- 
stitutioQ  of  another  device  requires  cxplan*- 
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tion.  What  that  other  device  really  is  we 
cannot  quite  understand.  The  date  below 
the  shield — 1870 — is  also  another  noticeable 
featare  in  these  stamps*  As  they  have  only 
just  been  put  in  circulation,  it  cannot  be 
intended  to  indicate  the  date  of  emission, 
and  we  can  only  conjecture  that  it  is  inserted 
in  commemoration  of  the  now  well-kno^Ti 
decree  of  1870,  whereby  the  local  posts  were 
authorised.  They  are  not,  however,  the 
first  to  bear  a  reference  to  the  legislation 
which  established  the  existing  system  of 
provincial  government ;  in  the  Elizavetgrad 
a  book  figures  below  the  arms,  bearing  the 
inscription  rural  administration  act.  Of 
the  new  Weissiegonsk  type  three  values  only 
are  as  yet  known,  viz.,  the  |  kop.,  above 
represented,  coloured  black  and  yellow; 
the  1  kop.,  black  and  green ;  and  the  5  kop., 
black  and  crimson.  Our  specimens  are 
clipped  close  round  and  gummed. 

Great  Britain. — A  new  threepenny  stamp 
— differing  from  its  predecessor,  however,  in 
secondary  details  only — quietly  made  its 
appearance  on  the  15th  ult.  The  principal 
change  is  in  the  corner  squares;  which, 
instead  of  being  solid,  with  white  letters, 
contain  each  a  white  octagon,  in  the  centro 
of  which  is  a  coloured  letter ;  the  little  side 
disks  in  like  manner  are  now  white,  with 
coloured  numerals  (11).  These  modifications 
have  either  necessitated,  or  been  made  the 
occasion  for,  the  re-engraving  of  the  entire 
framework,  with  the  following  results :  the 
foliate  ornament  no  longer  touches  the 
external  frame;  the  corner  squares  now 
touch  the  inscribed  frame ;  the  white  line 
running  round  the  latter  has  been  made 
broader,  at  the  expense  of  the  solid  part  of 
the  frame,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  inscrip- 
tions are  in  narrower  and  wider  letters. 
Altogether,  we  are  inclined  to  think  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  stamp  has  been  improved  by 
the  lightening  of  the  details.  The  colour 
remains  the  same,  though  that  also  seems  a 
shade  lighter.  It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  our 
readers  that  the  intention  of  the  postal 
authorities  is  to  introduce  white  corner  disks 
and  coloured  numerals  in  all  the  values  of 
this  series,  and  it  is  in  part  execution  of  this 
plan  that  we  receive  this  new  threepence. 

Montenegro. — The  rumour  which  origi- 


nated with  Le  Timbre-Postc,  that  this  coun- 
try is  about  to  employ  postage  stamps, 
finds  confirmation  in  the  Gazetie  ties  Timbres, 
which  contains  an  illustration  of  the 
adopted  type,  and  information  as  to  the 
circumstances  connected  with  its  creation ^ 
The  design  consists  of  a  three-quarter  face 
portrait  of  the  prince  of  Montenegro,  re- 
presenting a  young  man  of  a  frank,  pre- 
possessing aspect.  Laurel  branches,  united 
by  a  knot  below,  encircle  the  portrait.  The 
external  fi*ame  is  a  rectangular  one,  with 
fieur-de-lis  ornaments  at  the  corners,  and  in- 
scriptions, in  white  letters,  which  Dr.  Magnus 
translates  thus :  On  the  left,  bjieeqa  ;  above, 
POCHTE ;  and  on  the  right,  tsr.  gore,  signifying 
postage  stamp  op  tser'naoore.  In  the  lower 
margin  is  the  denomination  novtch  (equalling 
about  a  kopec),  preceded  by  the  numeral  of 
value.  This  design  is  the  work  of  the  im- 
perial printing-office  at  Vienna,  whither  the 
prince  went  recently  to  visit  the  international 
exhibition.  Seven  values  have  been  printed 
off,  in  colour  on  white,  as  follows  ; — 
2  novtch  yellow. 

8       „  green. 

5       „  vermilion. 

7       „  violet. 

10       „  blue. 

16       ,,  bistro. 

25       „  brown. 

These  are,  however,  only  proofs,  and  there  is 
an  eighth — a  10  novtch,  blue  on  orange- 
yellow,  intended  probably  for  journals.  All 
the  values  arc  to  be  gummed  and  perforated, 
like  the  Austrian  stamps.  The  date  of  issue 
is  not  yet  fixed.  The  characters  of  the  in- 
scriptions resemble  the  Russian  very  closely, 
and  Dr.  Magnus  explains  it  by  the  fact  that 
the  Russian  alphabet  is  borrowed  from  that 
of  the  ecclesiastical  Sclavonic.  The  learned 
doctor  concludes  his  notice  of  the  stamps  by 
expressing  his  confidence  in  the  accuracy 
and  good  faith  of  the  Viennese  corres- 
pondent from  whom  his  information  was 
received. 

Chili. — Our  correspondent,  Mr.  Meyer,  of 
Valparaiso,  has  obligingly  forwarded  us  a 
frank  stamp  which  has  a  curious  history  of  its 
own.  It  is  composed  of  two  parts  :  first  of 
all,  there  is  the  word  cancelado  between 
branches  in  a  transverse  oval,  and  over  thi§ 
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has  been  atrack  the  word  pbanca  in  tt  narrow 
oblong  frame  with  convex  ends.  Mr.  Meyer's 
explanation  of  their  employment  had  better 
be  given  in  his  own  wonls  :— 

Bncloan!  ii  i  frank  vhich  Is  itarnprd  on  Irttprs  Miming 
from  ttU!  CiTu»!ei  niinei.  Canealn  i*  titiute  in  >  pien 
of  territory  claimed  by  Cliili  ind  by  Bolivia.  The 
diiicovpry  of  ailvvr  iniDw  Ivd  to  a  Ireuty  butween  the 
two  countriea  (compUl«l  in  December  lut).  in  which  it 
wai  agrved  that  both  ihould  ibaru  the  rsvenue  dcrinbia 
from  the  uid  minea,  inltpelre,  &c.  According  to  thia 
urnl,    the  profit*    of  the  poat-afSco   are   to  be 


I  uied  at  first)  could  no  langei  be  emplo 

iitamp  in  question  came  into  use.     Tlie  "franca" 

alsmp  is  the  same  ■■  those  UBed  here  for  letters  that  go 
free,  and  the  "  cnnevbdo  "  ia,  for  aug^t  I  know,  tne 
lignBtun  of  the  Bolivian  poM-oSlce.  At  flrat  the;  were 
■tamped  in  green,  and  now  in  black. 

In  the  "  CorreBpondeDce  "  columns  wiU  be 
found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Meyer,  containing  a 
list  of  the  Chili&n  envelopes  that  are  at 
present  in  use. 

St.  LociA.-^The  annexed  cut  is  that  of  a 
typo  common  to  three  snspicioas  or,  at  least, 
donbtfal  stamps,  which 
are  stated,  and  probably 
with  tmth,  to  have  been 
printed  in  Paris.  M.Moena, 
though  he  has  received 
them  thpongh  a  gentleman 
of  nnqneBtioned  integrity, 
is  not  disposed  to  admit  them,  except  upon  full 
proof  of  character;  and  he  remarks  that,  by 
a  curious  coincidence,  the  saints  have  been 
specially  sought  after  by  the  concooters 
of  stamps.  Thus  we  find  spniioUB  emissions 
for  Sunt  Domingo,  San  Marijao,  Saint 
Kitt'e,  Saint  Thomas,  Ac.  The  three  stamps 
are,  respectively,  numbered  1  (qy.,  penny), 
ultramarine;  3,  magenta;  6,  violet.* 

Antioua. — The  penny  is  now  printed  in 
an  eSective  deep  red,  with  cc.  and  crown 
watermark.  The  gi*^  ^  much  thinner  than 
on  preceding  issues;  probably  a  different 
composition  has   b^en   adopted,  to  prevent 


*  At  the  laat  moment  before  going  to  presa.  we  reoeive 
the  OaaUt  dei  Timbra,  which  contains  infonnatian  that 
"  Meisn.  Suboulay,  Minviello,  &  Co.  hare  obtained  the 
ooncesaion  of  a  lino  of  iteaiiiboata  between  Castries,  Port 
Louii,  and  around  the  eniire  coaat  of  6t.  Lucia.  In 
virtue  of  an  aulhoriaation  of  the  ^ovomment,  Ihey  will 
work  the  postal  aerrioe  from  the  interior  of  the  island," 
and  to  that  affect  have  had  the  above  seriee  of  sUmpi 
lithographed  in  Paris.  We  leave  with  Dr.  Magnus  the 
responaibilitv  for  theaj  dcUili;  he  nia;  or  may  not  hav« 


that  deterioration  and  change  of  colour  to 
which  the  Antigaa  penny  are  bo  peculiarly 

Aroehtinb  Befublic. — The  American  Jour- 
nal of  PbUatehf  states  that  the  set  of  Ai^^- 
tine  stamps  is  to  be  completed  by  the  addition 
of  the  three  following  values — 30  c,  60  c, 
sad  90  0. 

SMKVtjt.— The  2  paras,  of  which  the  issue 
was  reported  in  our  last,  is  now  in  cinmlation, 
and  is  of  a  new  type,  of  which  we  expect  to 
be  able  to  give  an  engraving  in  oar  next. 

Xatal.— The  shilling  has  just  come  over 
in  a  new  colonr— «  kind  of  reddish  violet, 
with  tJte  surcharge,  postaoe,  in  Roman  capitsls 
crossing  the  stamp  from  bottom  to  top. 

Japan. — From  Le  Tmhn-Foiie  we  leant 
that  a  4  sen  rose  has  been  issned,  of  which 
the  design  resembles   that  of  the   ctirrent 

Cetlon. — The  4  cent  envelope,  oripnally 
of  a  dull,  greyish  blue,  is  now  printed  bright 
blue. 

Finland. — Anew  post  card  for  this  country 
is  annaunoed. 
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The   stamps  bearing  the  effigy  of   Donna 
Maria  hardly  had  time  to  get  common  ;  for 
barely   two   years    elapsed 
C  I    before  they  were  replaced 

U  1    by  the  stamps  of  the  new 

j  [    monarch.    When  I  say  they 

^  r    had  not  time  to  get  common, 

it  i    I  must  except  the  25  reig. 

k  s    which    cannot    be   ranked 

with  stamps  of  evenaverage 
rarity.  I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  our  corres- 
pondents would  cnli^leB  me  as  to  th« 
reason  why  this  25  reis  was  so  much  more 
used  than  the  other  three  varieties.  Judging 
only  from  tho  appeanmoe  of  the  reprints, 
any  one'  would  say,  most  unhesitatingly. 
that  the  5  reis  ought  to  be  much  more 
common  than  the  25  reis,  or,  in  fact,  than  any 
of  the  other  values ;  for  the  die  of  the  said  5 
reis  appeara  to  have  had  at  least  as  mstiy 
impressions  printed  from  it  as  all  the  othcK 
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put  together.  Id  ike  face  of  this,  the  5  rcis, 
used,  sella  for  Uiree  or  foar  shillings, -whilst 
the  25  reis  can  be  bought  for  as  many  pence. 
These  facta  lead  me  to  offer  the  following 
BBggestiona : — 

1,  A  very  large  nnmbsr  of  5  reis  stamps 
nmst  have  been  printed,  atid  detlroyed;  at, 

2.  A  very  large  naniber  of  reprints  most 
have  been  taken  from  the  5  reis  die  in  1864. 
Either  of  these  thingii  weald  accoant  for  the 
decadence  of  the  5  reis  die ;  bnt  I  am  in- 
clined to  the  SQggestioa  Xo.  1,  because  the 
reprinted  5  reis  aelU  for  half  a«  much  again 
as  either  of  tho  other  three,  which  would  not 
be  the  case  if  the  5  reis  had  been  the  most 
extensively  reprinted  of  the  whole  set.  The 
reader  most  judge  for  himself  as  to  which  of 
my  suggestions  is  t^  more  probable.  As  I 
have  said,  theee  stampa  had  a  carrency  of 
sbont  two  years,  when  they  were  replaced 
by  the 

Issue  or  1855. 
Col.  imp.  on  white,  imperf. 

Paper. — White  wove  paper,  nnglased,  a 
trifle  atoater  than  that  of  the  first  isaoe. 

Gum, — Yellowish  white, 

De  SI  as.  ^Embossed  profile  of  Don  Pedro 
to  right,  in  solid  pearled  circle  or  oval.     On 
the  neck  of  the  bust  ar"  *'"" 
initials  of  the  engraver 
Francisco  de  Borges  f 
On  the  stamps  of  Donna .  . 

these    initials  are  embi 
bnt  on  the  stampa  of  thii  i 

they  are  in  snukea  le 
The  King  is  represent-..  _. 
baring  atrauiht  hair.  Of  the  5  rcis  Dr. 
Magnus  mentions  five  types,  "  diatingnished 
from  each  other  (says  Tlie  Slamp-CoUedor'a 
Magazine  for  April,  18?0)  by  varions 
differences  in  the  details  of  the  design,  and, 
among  others,  by  the  nomber  of  pearls 
forming  the  circle ;  these,  when  the  con- 
dition of  the  specimen  ia  gcod  enough  to 
permit  of  their  being  connted,  are  among 
the  best  evidence  of  the  variety.  For  onr 
readers'  guidance,  the  following  are  the 
numbers  for  the  five  varieties,  respectively : 
75,  81,  89,  and  two,  each  76." 

In  the  atate  in  which  the  obliterated 
Poi*tague3e  generally  como  to  hand,  it  ia  ex- 


cessively difficult  to  distinguish  the  v 
types.  To  count  the  pearls  on  the  5  reis 
of  this  issue,  the  best  plan,  io  my  opinion, 
is  to  turn  the  stamps  over,  and  examine 
them  from  behind.  With  considerable  diffi- 
culty I  have  succeeded  in  making  out  the 
following  from  the  five  types  mentioned  by 
M.  Moena. 

Tijpt  1. — Lettering  very  lai^  and  coarse; 
first  K  of  coBBEio  has  a  short  tail ;  i  higher 
than  the  other  lettera  \  aecond  s  and  e  both 
touch  circle  round  pearls ;  a  of  reis  at  some 
distance  from  ornamental  spandrels ;  all  the 
loops  of  spandrela  small ;  89  pearls  round 
the  head. 

Type  2. — Lettering  large,  but  not  coarae ; 
foot  of  second  k  in  cobheio  utmoH  touches 
circle  ;  i  lower  than  the  other  letters ; 
B  of  REIS  almost  touches  spandrel ;  loops  of 
spandrels,  very  small ;  76  pearls. 

Type  3, — Lettering  large,  but  very  thin; 
all  letters  of  cORREiO  at  some  distance  from 
circle;  k  higher  than  the  other  letters;  8 
of  HEis  not  near  spandrels ;  loops  of  span- 
drels moderately  lai^  ;  76  pearls. 

T'jpa  i. — Lettering  very  small,  and  not 
near  circle ;  B  and  i  a  little  higher  than  the 
other  letters ;  loops  of  spandrels  very  large  ; 
75  pearls. 

Type  5.  —  Medium-sized  lettering,  not 
touching  circle  ;  i  higher  than  the  other 
letters,  and  rather  crooked ;  loope  of  span- 
drels very  largo ;  76  pearls. 

The  number  of  pearls  does  not  correspond 
in  every  case  with  the  numbers  given  in  the 
extract  quoted  above  from  The  Slamp- 
Cutlectnr'ii  Magazine;  but  the  fault  ia  very 
possibly  on  my  side ;  for  though  I  have 
counted  the  pearls  on  each  stamp  carefully 
several  times  it  is,  nevertheless,  very  easy 
to  make  a  miatake. 

List. 

S  rtii,  chncoUte,  T,  medium  to  dark, 

5  „  n^d-bistre,  invdium. 

6  „  yellowiab  brovn,  t.  medium  to  dark, 
26  reis,  obalkjr  blue,  medium. 

25    „       dull  blue,  t.  medium  to  dvk. 

25    „       ni;al  blue,  t.  mi.'dium  ta  lery  duk. 

£0  nit,     yvltaviib  greco. 
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Isai-E  OF  1856. 
In  1866  the  atamps  described  above  were 
eapprefised,  and  a  new  set  issued,  similar  to 
^^_^^_      the    last,    except    that    the 
^  king's   hnir  was   represented 
O  as  carli/,  instead  of  straight  as 
fl  before.      From  the  fact  that 
H  this  new  Lssue  was  atmoBtex'. 
n  actly  identical  with  the  laat — 
pi  the  only  difference  being  in 
the  portrait  of  the  king^it 
is  very  probable  that  the  alteration  was  made 
by  His  Majesty's  own  desire,  as  I  do  not  fancy 
the  government  would  have  gone  to  the  ex- 
pense of  a  new  issue,  with  such  a  veri/  small 
alteration,  unless  the  king  had  expressed  a 
wish  to  that  effect.     This,  however,  is  ouly 
my  own  theory.      I  have  found  two  types  of 
the  5  reis  of  this  issue,  each  with  82  pearls 
round  the  bust.     The  first  has  the  pearls 
very  large,  very  close    together,   and   oval ; 
whilst  in  the  second  they  are  small,  tolerably 
far    apart,    and    quite   round.         M.    Moens 
mentions  two  types  of  the  25  reia  blue."     I 
have  also  found  two  types  of   the  25  reis 
rosc,in  which  tbcfigure  5  differs  considerably. 
List. 

5  nil,     chocolate,  t.  medium  to  very  dark. 

6  „       pulo  bi*tra. 

A    „         j-ellowith  brown,  rather  dark. 
6    „       Tury  dark  blackish  brown. 
(Tiro  typ«,  H.  D.  E.) 
IS  roil,     chalky  hhie. 

2S    „        bright  royal  blue,  t.  mediuui  to  dark. 
(Twa  typca,  J.  B.  Morne.) 

>,  T.  pale  to  medium.     \     j^     ,  . 
bnirht  nxe-carmine,  I        io?i 

V.  nitdiumtodark.  )        "*"■ 

(Two  typea,  R.  B.  E.) 
WhethET  tb«e  tvo  atanipi  were  erer  printed, 

Probably  (he  SO  rvis  and  lOO  rdi 
ire  not  eshauMid. 

REfiii.sTS  OF  TUB  185G  Issue. 
As  far  as  I  can  learn,  ouly  one  of  the 
stamps  of  Don  Pedro  haa  been  reprinted,  and 
that  v»  the  5  reis,  1856.  The  paper  is  a  little 
thicker,  the  gnra  whiter,  the  colour  a  warm 
yellowish  brown,  not  at  all  streaky.  I  fancy 
the  die  has  been  touched  up  a  bit,  and  the 


2S  reie. 


r     Whether 

50  reis.  I  or  not,  I  ea 

100    „     \   not  iuiit-d. 

L  of  the  Enst 


lines  deepened.  It  is  of  my  second  type, 
with  the  8'i  small  round  pearls ;  and  the 
lettering  is  thin  and  very  highly  embossed. 
Frequently  the  pressnre  of  the  die  has  cut 
the  stamp  clear  from  the  sheet  for  three 
parts  of  the  way  round.  Some  amateurs 
deny  that  this  stamp  is  a  reprint,  but  I  have 
the  authority  of  M.  Moens — and,  I  believe, 
Dr.  Magnus— for  saying  that  it  is.  I  have 
also  never  seen  it  obliterated,  and  it  looks 
far  too  new  and  fresh  for  a  stamp  some  six- 
teen or  seventeen  years  old.  I  should  be 
glad  of  the  opinions  of  any  brother  philatelists 
concerning  this  stamp,  especially  as  it  is  the 
only  type  of  the  5  reis  of  this  issue  which  is 
offered  to  collectors  in  any  quantity — a  fact 
which  is  in  itself  suspicious. 

Next  month,  before  going  into  the  later 
issues,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  a  fnller 
account  of  the  various  typee  of  the  Don 
Pedro  stamps.  Up  to  the  present  date  I 
have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  all  the  dif- 
ferent types. 

(To  h  MRfi'nurrf). 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE   STUDY  OF 
THK  RUSSIAN  LOCAL  STAMPS, 

fOnliniudfivmpafi  100.> 
We  have  endeavoured  in  the  foregoing  para- 
graphs to  give  an  outline  of  the  history  of 
the  establiahment  of  the  Russian  local  poets 
(as  far  as  it  is  known),  and  to  trace  their 
powers  and  functions.  That  the  service  is 
yet  in  its  earliest  infancy  is  evident,  but  it  u 
also  evident  that  it  is  capable  of  great  ex- 
pansion, and  is  likely  (o  prove  an  important 
auxiliary  in  the  development  of  civilisation 
and  commerce  in  Russia. 

The  surprising  extent  to  which  the  system 
of  local  posfa  has  been  adopted  in  the  few 
years  which  have  elapsed  since  it  was  first 
thought  of,  shows  a  quick  appreciation  of  its 
benefits  on  the  part  of  the  rural  admini^ 
trations.  Of  the  185  districts  of  which  Euro- 
pean Russia  iscomposed,  over  fifty — scattered 
through  twenty-three  of  the  thirly-two  de- 

Eartments — have  already  issued  stamps, 
ome  of  these  districts  are  situated  in  remoW 
regions,  Kotelnich,  for  instance,  but  the  ma- 
jority aro  found  in  or  near  the  centre  of  the 
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empire,  and  it  is  a  significant  fact  that  many" 
of  them  are  in  proximity  to  the  great  arterial 
railways.     Thus,  on  or  near  the  line  from  St. 
Petersburg  to  Moscow,  we  find  the  towns  of 
Tver  and  Valdai,  Novgorod,  Borovitchi,  Ac. ; 
on  the  line  beyond  Moscow,  stretching  in 
a   south-easterly    direction,    are    Kalomna, 
Riasan,  Sapojok,  Tambojf,  Bogorodsk,  &c» ; 
more  to  the  south  we  meet  with  Livni,  Ma- 
loarchangelsk,  Voronej,  and  Boguchar ;  and, 
finally,  in  regions  lying  near  the  sea  of  Azoff, 
we  come  upon  Elisavetgrad,  Peerjatin,  Ekater* 
inoslav,  and  Cherson.    Probably  it  is  in  these 
districts,  in  which  railway  communication 
has  given  a  great  impulse  to  trade,  that  the 
necessity  of  supplementing  the  imperial  postal 
service  by  a  local  post,  and  thus  linking  the 
outlying  portions  with  the  chief  towns,  has 
made    itself    felt.      In    the    really    remote 
provinces,   where  the   current  of   trade   is 
sluggish,  very  little  would  seem  to  have  been 
done  toMrards  improving  the  communications. 
Turning  now  to  the  stamps  themselves,  we 
find  it  very  difficult — we  may  say  impossible 
— ^to  trace  the  history  of  the  various  types 
and  series  with  anything  approaching  to  accu- 
racy.  This  arises  from  the  fact  l^at  they  have 
been  accidentally  discovered  one  after  ano- 
ther, and  that  for  the  great  majority  no  pre- 
cise date  of  emission  can  be  fixed.     The  first 
stamp  brought  under  the  notice  of  collectors 
was  the  original   5   kop.  Bo^oirodsk,  blue. 
This  was  unearthed  by  the  St.  Petersburg 
correspondent  of  this  journal,  and  described 
in  T^te  Stamp-GnUector  s  Magamie  for  1869, 
page    75.      The  specimen  which  was  then 
commented  on  was  obliterated,  and  one  of 
the  very  few  used  Russian  locals  which  have 
made  their  way  over  here,     It  was  figured 
in  the  number  for  July,  1869,  in  company 
with  the  Borowitz  stamp  which  M.  Moens 
was  the  first  to  meet  with.     Nothing  was 
then  known  respecting  the  service  for  which 
they   were  issued,   but  .the    correspondent 
above  referred  to,  wrote  that  he  had  seen 
several  other  types  used  for  other  places. 
A  month  later  the  Schluesselburg  and  Riasan 
stamps   cropped  up.     The   Soumy  emission 
was  shown  at  the  rhilatelic  Society's  meet- 
ing  in  October,  and   the   Cherepovetz  was 
described  by  M.  Moens  in  December,  1869. 
In  the  number  of  this  magazine  for  March, 


1870,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hayns,  in  an  int2re8ting 
letter,  discussed  the  variations  in  the  in- 
scriptions on  the  then  known  locals.  No 
further  notice  appears  respecting  them, 
until  November  of  that  year,  when  the  Belo- 
zersk  made  its  appearance.  In  March,  1871, 
the  Louga  stamp  was  introduced  to  notice, 
and  was  followed  in  May,  by  the  Berdiansk 
and  Tver  impressions.  Finally,  in  TAd 
Stamp  Collector's  Magazine  for  July,  1871, 
appeared  what  purported  to  be  a  complete 
and  authentic  list  of  Russian  locals.  Though 
not,  in  reality,  complete,  it  was  in  the  highest 
.  degree,  authentic.  It  included  not  only  the 
stamps  above  mentioned,  but  a  number  of 
others  previously  unknown — in  all,  fifty-one. 
The  different  types  were  described  from 
specimens  which  adorned  the  album  of  a 
painstaking  official  at  St.  Petersburg,  who 
had  been  at  great  trouble  to  obtain  them. 
They  are  now  all  of  them  known  to  collectors, 
having  come  over  one  after  the  other  during 
the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Kst,  which,  be  it  said  to  the 
honour  of  the  compiler,  has  formed  the  start- 
ing-point for  all  subsequent  research. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  trace'  any  further  the 
introduction  of  the  local  stamps  to  the 
philatelic  world,  and  a  critical  analysis  of 
the  various  issues  does  not  enter  into  the 
scheme  of  a  merely  preparatory  article  like 
the  present;  suffice  it  to  say  that  hardly  a 
month  has  passed,  since  the  appearance  of 
the  list,  but  what  the  chronicle  of  new  issues 
has  contained  the  description  of  one  or  more 
fresh  arrivals.  The  number  of  specimens 
has  risen  to  something  like  140,  and  collectors 
will  have  seriously  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  setting  apart  a  special  album  for  the 
Russian  local  emissions,  treating  each  district 
as  if  it  were  a  separate  country*  The  pro- 
priety of  such  a  course  is  rendered  evident 
by  the  not  unf  requent  changes  in  type  which 
take  place ;  thus,  three  designs  in  succession 
have  been  issued  for  Cherson  ;  three  for 
Bogorodsk  (whose  stamps  and  envelopes 
have  risen  to  the  number  of  twenty-three)  ; 
two  for  Belozersk ;  two  for  Tamboff ;  two 
for  Louga ;  two  for  Rjeff ;  two  for  Weissie- 
gonsk,  Ac.  Reverting  to  the  question  of 
date  of  issue,  if  we  accept  as  correct  the 
statements  made  in  Le  Timbre  Paste  and  M. 
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Moens'  new  catalogue — and  we  mnst  suppose 
they  are  made  on  good  authority — one  at  least 
of  the  BiOBsian  locals,  the  Schlnesselburg,  took 
its  rise  so  far  back  as  in  1865,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  withdrawn  from  circulation  in 
1868,  so  that  it  ran  througii  its  term  of 
currency  long  before  the  law  sanctioning  the 
establishment  of  local  posts  was  passed. 
That  under  such  circumstances  speoimens  of 
the  Schluesselburg  stamp  should  be  so  com- 
mon as  they  are,  is  a  fact  which  seems  to 
require  some  explanation.  Other  locals, 
though  not  equally  ancient,  have  been  in  ex- 
istence for  several  years.  Thus,  exclusive  of 
those  mentioned  in  these  pages  in  1869  and 
1870,  which  must  even  then  have  been  in 
use  for  some  considerable  time,  we  find  that 
the  Demiansk,  aocording  to  M.  Moens,  was 
issued  in  1868,  the  Saratoff  in  1869,  the 
Koseleta  in  1867,  and  for  the  first  Kotelnitz 
the  exact  date  of  issue — the  22nd  June,  1869 
— is  quoted  by  the  Belgian  philatelist. 

With  regard  to  the  designs  of  the  stamps, 
they  may  fairly  be  divided  into  three  classes. 
1.  Simple  inscriptions,  consisting  of  the  name 
of  the  issuing  administrations  and  the  value, 
in  a  framework  more  or  less  ornamental.  2. 
The  heraldic  emblems  of  the  district,  or  of 
the  district  and  province  combined,  on  the 
game  shield.  3.  Postal  emblems.  The  first, 
which  is  certainly  the  least  interesting  class, 
finds  its  representatives  in  the  Tichvin,  Tver, 
KirilolE,  Boguchar,  first  Livni,  and  first 
Belosersk  emissions.  The  third  is  composed 
of  the  Cherson  stamps,  with  letter-carrier  on 
horseback,  galloping,  and  the  Melitopol,  with 
letter-carrier  on  horseback,  ambling. 

To  the  second  class  it  is  necessary  to  give 
more  particular  attention ;  for,  apart  from 
the  purely  philatelic  interest  which  all 
stamps,  pretty  or  ugly,  present,  as  stamps, 
to  the  collector,  the  emissions  on  which  are 
figured  the  local  heraldic  bearings  of  the 
district  possess  an  interest  of  their  own,  from 
the  fact  that  they  illustrate  the  specialities 
of  the  region  to  which  they  belong.  Unfor- 
tunately, even  with  respect  to  the  meaning 
of  the  designs,  our  information  is  still  very 
incomplete.  It  is  not  possible  to  give  a 
comprehensive  explanatory  list,  but  it  will 
not  be  out  of  place  to  insert  hero  a  reaumS 
of  the  explanations  which  have  been  given 


respecting  the  devices  on  several  of  the  local 
stamps. 

Beiizersk,  3  kopecs,  fish  and  cross  saltire. 
The  fish  indicates  the  situation  of  the  town 
near  the  Beloe  Osero  (White  Lake),  fish 
being  the  principal  trade  article  there. 

Berdianskf  a  seaport  on  the  Azsoff,  hence 
the  anchor. 

Bofiorodik. — The  upper  part  of  the  oval 
contains  the  Moscow  arms — St.  Oeorge  and 
the  dragon — the  lower,  a  weaving-loom  or 
spinning-wheel,  an  emblem  of  the  cotton 
works  and  silk  manufactories  of  the  town. 
Some  discussion  arose  recently  atf  to  whether 
the  houseman  is  really  int-ended  for  St. 
Oeoi^  or  for  a  Russian  emperor;  but  it 
was  finally  admitted  to  be  intended  for  the 
saint. 

BorovieM  is  situated  on  the  river  Msta, 
which  forms  a  connecting  link  in  the  canal 
system  which  tutites  the  Baltic  with  the 
Caspian  sea.  The  design  in  the  right  half 
of  the  stamp — a  kind  of  staircase — ^is  a  lock 
or  sluice,  an  illustration  of  the  catKraets  of 
the  Msta,  near  Borovichi. 

Kohmna. — ^The  name  points  to  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  colunm  or  pillar  which  is, 
no  doubt,  th^  arms  of  the  district. 

Sehluesselbwrg, — The  name,  literally  trans- 
lated, signifies  KeytHfrough,  the  adoption  of 
a  key  as  its  armorial  device  thus  receives  its 
explanation. 

Tamboff, — Bee-hive:  bee-keeping  being 
very  much  spread,  the  bee-hive  is  the  armori^ 
design,  not  only  of  the  town  but  also  of  the 
province  of  Tamboff.  This  is  why  it  ap- 
pears also  on  the  stamps  of  Shatzk.'  The 
hive  also  indicates,  in  a  general  way,  the 
fertility  of  the  land. 

Soumy. — The  name  Soumy  is  the  plural 
number  of  the  word  Souma,  meaning  hag; 
this  is  the  reason  for  the  strange  coat  of  arms 
of  that  town,  which  might  be  taken  to  be 
simply  a  representation  of  a  mail-bag. 

Valdai, — The  peak  has  reference  to  the 
Valdai  mountains,  which  form  a  chain  of 
about  200  miles  in  length  and  50  in  breadth. 
They  are  situated  in  the  south-eastern  part 
of  the  government  of  Novgorod,  and  among 
them  the  Volga,  Duna,  Dnieper,  and  other 
rivers  have  their  source.  Their  greatest 
elevation  is  only  800  feet,  and  they  hare 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINK 


127 


attracted  attention  simply  because  they  are 
almost  the  only  hills  in  European  Russia. 

This  is  but  a  sample  of  the  instructive 
lessons  which  may  be  derived  from  the 
quaint  and  uncouth  Russian  locals,  which  by 
the  very  law  which  sanctioned  them  are 
condemned — fortunately  for  collectors — to 
bear  devices  which  shall  not  be  capable  of 
confusion  with  the  stamps  of  the  imperial 
office.  The  first  Melitopol  stamp  was  sup- 
pressed because  its  device  was  considered  to 
trans^pi'ess  .the  limits ;  the  Dmitrieff,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  maintained  in  use  although 
its  design  consists  of  the  imperial  arms — an 
exception  for  which  there  must  be  some  good 
reason. 

The  St.  Petersburg  stamps  are  included 
by  M.  Moens  among  the  Russian  locals,  but, 
as  it  a{^>ears  to  the  writer,  cm  insufficient 
grounds.  It  is  certain  that  their  employ- 
ment has  nothing  in  common,  with  that  of  the 
locals  proper,  and  they  were  issued  before 
the  present  system  of  rural  government  came 
into  being;  they  bear,  moreover,  the  im- 
perial arms,  and  can  only  be  considered  as 
stamps  issued  for  a  special  purpose  by  the 
imperial  post. 

Mr.  Pleske,  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  a  letter 
published  in  The  Siainp'CoIlector*s  Magazine 
last  year,  insists  on  the  inclusion  of  the 
Livonian  stamps  among  the  Russian  locals, 
because  they  really  perform  the  same  service. 
Butthe  Livonianstamps  were  issued  in  1863-4), 
and,  according  to  statements  which  appeared 
at  the  time,  the  German  inhabitants  of  the 
Wendenschen  Kreis  had  possessed  a  local 
postal  service,  founded  by  Moravian  immi- 
grants, for  maJiy  years ;  and  when  Russia 
took  possession  of  Livonia,  the  inhabitants 
were  confirmed  in  the  exercise  of  their  pe- 
culiar privileges, — among  others  the  local 
postal  institution,  which  has  ever  since 
been  respected.  Hence,  the  writer  has 
deemed  it  unadvisable  to  include  the  Livo- 
nian stamps,  which  have  an  independent 
history  of  their  own,  with  the  Russian  locals* 

Of  the  varieties  springing  from  di^^rences 
in  paper,  perforation,  colour,  Ac,  this  is 
hardly  the  place  to  speak.  That  many  such 
varieties  may  be  distinguished  is  probable. 
As  to  the  design,  the  form  of  impression 
generally   adopted  —  the  lithographic — fa- 


vours the  multiplication  of  varieties  arising 
from  trifling  differences  in  detail.  M.  Moens 
has  already,  with  his  usual  keenness  of  ob- 
servation, detected  several  of  these  differ- 
ences, but  the  writer  is  inclined  to  doubt 
whether  they  will  ever  attract  much  interest. 
In  roughly-printed  or  lithographed  stamps 
variations  become  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception,  and  specimens  which  differ  from 
the  normal  type  only  by  the  presence  of  an 
additional  comma,  or  the  malformation  of  a 
letter,  have  but  littie  philatelic  importance. 

In  like  manner,  variations  in  the  shade  of 
colour  can  hardly  be  treated  with  much 
respect,  though  of  course  distinct  colours  of 
the  same  value  must  be  collected.  The  ex- 
istence of  certain  values  in  two  different 
colours  is  not  due  to  any  printer's  freak,  or 
to  an  accidental  running  short  of  the  oolpur 
first  issued.  In  such  cases  each  colour  has 
its  particular  use ;  one  serves  for  the  stampa 
on  letters  from  the  town  to  the  district,  and 
the  other  for  letters  from  the  district  to  the 
town. 

Very  few  of  the  Russian  locals  are  perfo- 
rated ;  the  Cherson  and  the  lately-issued 
Podolsk  are,  we  believe,  the  only  issues  which 
"  show  their  teeth."  It  is  probable,  however, 
seeing  that  the  Podolsk,  Bronnitzi,  Kolom- 
na, and  Bogorodsk  stamps  are  all  printed  at 
Moscow  by  the  same  person,  that  the  next 
supplies  for  the  three  latter  districts  will 
also  be  perforated.  Meanwhile  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  the  first  Livni  was  issued 
with  scalloped  edges,  which  gave  it  quite  the 
appearance  of  a  bobbin  label.  The  unusual 
shape  of  many  of  these  locals  is  indeed  one 
of  the  first  things  to  strike  an  observer. 
We  have  small  upright  lozenges,  e.g.y  Pskoff 
and  the  new  Borovitchi;  large  transverse 
lozenges,  as  witness  the  Egorieffsk;  larg^ 
rectangles,  such  as  the  Ekaterinoslav  and 
Kiriloff ;  and  smaU  rectangles  in  the  Demi- 
ansk  and  Tamboff.  In  short,  taken  altoge- 
ther, these  stamps  combine  in  their  designs, 
as  in  their  history,  the  greatest  possible  in- 
terest to  philatelists.  They  offer  a  vast  field 
for  study,  and  the  writer  trusts  that  among 
his  readers  not  a  few  will  be  found  to  pursue 
the  investigation  indicated,  rather  thaii  com- 
menced in  the  present  rudimentary  introduc- 
tion. 
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POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

An  Ixtkhxational  Conourss,  at  which  all  Iho  Euro- 
p«?uii  Powers  and  the  United  States  will  be  represented,  is 
to  meet  iit  Benie»  on  the  Ut  of  September,  for  the  purpose 
of  coutludiug  a  common  postal  treaty. 

The  llouu.  among  its  other  conservative  tendencies, 
seems  to  avoid  at  least  one  form  of  modem  innoYatioii. 
The  editor's  office  is  situated  in  Fleet  Street,  and  the 
printing-office  is  in  St  John  Sti-eet.  Some  papers  would 
connect  the  two  by  a  telegraphic  wire  or  pneumatic  tube, 
but  our  young  contemporary  reverts  to  the  old  posting 
system.  Each  evening  a  messenger  on  horseback,  booted 
and  spurred,  stands  in  a  neighbouring  lane,  and  at  his 
side  are  hl^  saddle-bags.  Every  now  and  then  some  one 
emerges  from  the  office  with  a 'parcel  of  '^copy ;  "  it  is 
hurriedly  given  to  the  me8d»?ngcr,  crammed  into  the  bag, 
and  off  he  goes  at  the  top  of  his  speed,  like  Tarn  o'  Shanter. 

OcFAN  Post  Caud.'*.  —  The  Postmaster-General  at 
"Washington,  according  to  Th$  New  York  Herald,  has  at 
present  under  consideration  a  scheme  for  a  postal  card 
cmvention  between  England  and  the  United  Stiites,  by 
which  the  cards  would  be  delivered  in  either  country 
for  three  cents.  The  only  obstacle  in  the  way  now  is  the 
demand  of  the  steamship  companies,  who  receive  two 
cents,  and  urge  that  they -are  underpaid.  The  postage 
would  be  divided  as  follows :  one  cent  to  Great  Britain, 
one  cent  to  the  United  States,  and  one  cent  to  the  raail 
packet  company.  The  new  Philadelphia  steamship  line 
lias  signified  its  readiness  to  carry  the  mails  at  the  lowest 
rate.  The  postmaster-general  has  authority  to  make 
the  convention  without  reference  to  Congress,  so  that  the 
old  idea  of  ocean  penny  postage  may  lie  apjiroximately 
realised  in  a  few  mouths,  and  this  will  be  a  long  step 
towards  the  lowering  of  the  rates  for  letters.— /*«//  Mall 
Gazette. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

"Mr.  overt  TAYLOR'S  CONTINUATION." 
To  thehditorof^'Tuv,  Stamp-Collectou's  Magazine." 
Dear  Sir,— With  regard  to  the  letter  which  appeared 
in  your  last,  on  the  above  subject,  permit  me  to  say  that 
the  Editor  of  The  FhilatelUt  may  well  be  excused  for  the 
expression,  seeing  that,  in  noticing  my  *'  Paper  for  Begin- 
ners," he  was  really  referring  to  a  ruditnctUary  article. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tours  truly, 

OVERT  TATLOR. 


CURRENT  CHILIAN  ENVELOPES. 
To  the  Editor  of  *'The  Stamp- Collkcttor's  Magazine." 
Dear  Sir,— Since  last  I  wrote  you,  another  variety  in 
the  envelope  line  has  appeared— the  10  c,  pale  blue  on 
white.  Perhaps  the  following  list  of  dates  on  which  the 
various  envelopes  appeared  may  be  of  use  to  you; 

.  6  c.  white,  note  size  (6i  x  2^^  in.) 

5  c.  blue,  do.  do. 

b  c.  buff,  do.  do. 

10  c.  blue,   \ 

10  c.  buff,     \  large  size  (6^-  x  3  j\) ,  middle  of  Jan.,  1873. 

15  c.  white,  ) 

5  c.  white,  \ 

.  6  c.  blue,    \       do.       (^  x  Z^~),  end  of  Jan.,  1873. 

6  c.  buff,    ) 

10  c.  white,         do.       (61  X  Z-^-^),  end  of  April,  1873. 


Nov.  22,  1872. 


From  this  von  will  see  that  all  that  is  rec^uirpd  to  com- 

Elete  the  sets  of  the  values  in  circulation,  is  the  15  c.  oa 
uff  and  on  Wue,  us  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  the  10  c , 
15  c,  and  20  c.  will  be  issued  of  two  size*. 
Dear  Sir, 

Toan  traly, 
Valparaiso,  L.  W.  METER. 

THE  LA  GUAIUA  STAMPS. 
To  the  EdH(tr  o/»*Thb  STA2*p-CoLLECTOtt*s  Maoaxike." 
Dear  Sir,— 1  luncy  year  correspondent,  **G.  H.  HV 
must  have  made  a  mistake  in  his  letter  of  last  montli. 
I  said  distincilv  that  the  forgeries  of  the  reak*  aeries  w«tc 
all  of  the  first  type  (circ.  \veri.  13,  small  fignrea  in  comers); 
and  the  stamps  he  deseitbes  are  of  the  second  type,  and 
ure,  therefoi^,  in    no    danger   of  bein?    mistaken   for 
forgeries.    In  the  medio  real  ro4S  (first  type),  the  upper 
limbs  of  c,  H,  and  e,  in  cabei.lo,  are  considerably  ^rm, 
thicker,  and  more  nronrfnent  than  the  lower  ones,  m  ill 
the  copies  which  I  nave  ever  seen  ;  and  in  the  rfo«  realm, 
though  not  quite  so  marked,  they  are  sufficiently  apparwit. 
In  the  SL-cond  tvpe,  with  which  the  forgeries  have  nothing 
to  do,  these  peculiarities  do  not  appear.     I  faney,  there- 
fore, his  stamps  must  be  of  the  second  type.      He  ipMln 
of  the  6  being  in  the  centre  of  a  "  Maltese  cross."     Jfow, 
tlie  6  Iff  in  the  centre  of  a  cross  (not  a  Maltese  crosa,  but  a 
cross  pattee,  which  differs  considerably  from  a  Malteae 
cross),  but  the  said  cross  is  so  very  rude  that  it  is  mwk 
better  described  as  a  square^  tcith  a  round  or  oval  dot  la 
each  corner.    In  all  tiie  copies  of  the  first  tyijes  which  I 
possess,  or  hare  seen,  the  6  touches  the  dot  in  the  left- 
hand  bottom  comer ;  or,  if  your  correspondent  will  have  it 
so,  it  touches  that  part  of  the  croas  pattee  where  the 
bottom  ami  joins  the  left-hand  one.    For  the  guidance  <rf 
non-heraldic  readers,  I  may  mention  that  the  cross  iwrtop 
i»  formed  of  four  triangles  placed  point  to  point ;  whcfw 
the  Maltese  cross  resembles  four  arrow-heads,  similarly 
placed,  or  four  fishes*  tails,  joined  at  the  parU  where  they 
nave  bewi  aepjwrated  from  the  bodv. 

With  reganl  to  the  article  by  "  iitonia,"  I  would  beg  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  inverted  water- 
marks mentioned  have  been  already  described  either  by 
myself  or  "G.AV.  B."in  Th4  Stamp- OolUdor'sMa^asiM, 
vol.  ix.,  pp.  103,  119,  and  134. 

Tours  faithfully, 

ROBERT  B.  BARER 
The  Curatage.  JFalter  Bele/tamp^ 
Sudbury. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

G.  C,  London.— We  shonld  think  Moens*  new catalogoe 
would  be  about  the  best. 

Uu-*STOU,  Norwich.— Tour  stamp  is  simply  a  cot  ^>e- 
cimen  of  the  impressed  1  groschen  Oemian  envelope. 

B.  S. ;  A.  H.  L. ;  G.  H.  H. ;  F.  H.  S ;  J.  S.  DA^cnos  - 
To  these  correspondents  our  best  thanks  are  due,  for  the 
information  contained  in  their  letters. 

A.  G.— Tour  letter  of  3rd  inst,  though  it  contains  no 
absolutelv  new  information,  is  very  creditable,  as  ahovinr 
that  habit  of  careful  observation,  without  which  no  r»l 
advance  can  be  made  in  the  study  of  stamps. 

L.  W.  Meyer,  Valparaiso.— From  our  June  number 
vou  will  have  perceivwi  that  we  posseas  positive  official 
Information  as  to  the  names  of  the  personages  represenlfd 
on  the  new  Argentine  stamps.  Accept  our  best  thsnki 
for  the  intelligence  your  letter  contains,  of  which  we  hare 
made  use  in  the  present  number. 
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OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

La  Oazotte  ties  Timbres. — The  Jano  number^ 
which  completo8  the  first  volume,  reached 
as  towards  the  end  of  Jalj*  Its  contents  are 
of  an  anasnally  varied  and  interesting  char- 
acter— a  fact  which  increases  our  regret, .  on 
reading  the  announcement  on  the  last  page, 
that  the  Gaaeile  is  to  be  temporarily  discon- 
tinued, with  a  view  to  subsequent  reissue  in 
another  and  cheaper  form.  Taken  as  a 
whole,  the  twelve  numbers  which  have 
appeared  have  hardly^  come  up  to  our  expec- 
tations, there  being  in  many  parts  a  repellent 
dryness  in  the  style ;  but  the  last  of  the 
twelve  is  much  superior  in  its  attractiveness 
to  the  rest.  It  opens  with  an  account  of  the 
Alaska  parchment  money,  mistaken  by  a 
traveller  for  postage  stamps,  and  to  which 
we  elsewhere  allude.  The  next  article, 
entitled  "  The  American  Private,  (or  Pro- 
prietary) Stamps,'*  is  a  reply  to  the  argu- 
ments which  have  been  advanced  in  the 
pages  of  this  and  other  journals,  against  the 
collection  of  the  Yankee  physic  stamps.  It 
is  a  well-written  defence,  but,  borrowing  an 
expression  it  contains,  it  seems  to  us  ^'its 
reasoning  is  more  specious  than  true."  The 
learned  doctor  urges  that  the  stamps  which 
are  fabricated  in  the  government  ateliers 
for  the  account  of  private  persons — who,  in 
addition  to  the  printing  expenses,  pay  a 
**  royalty "  of  one  cent  per  25  cents  to  the 
government — are  really  fiscal  labals.  We 
cannot  see  that  they  are  such,  except  in  the 
very  narrowest  sense  of  the  word.  They 
are,  above  and  before  all  other  things,  mere 
pictorial  advertisements,  designed  for  the 
purpose,  literally  and  figuratively,  of  giving  a 
certain  cacJiet  to  the  wares  to  which  they  are 
affixed.  The  proof  lies  in  the  fact  that  the 
government  has  issued  a  series  of  Internal 
Revenue  stamps  of  its  O'wti,  for  the  purpose 
of  denoting  the  payment  of  the  duty  on  patent 
medicines ;  and  if  the  proprietors  of  such 
medicines  prefer  to  have  special  stamps  of 
their  own  engraved,  it  is  simply  with  a  view 
to  the  embellishment  of  their  bottles  and 
boxes.  In  a  matter  of  this  kind  collectors 
of  fiscal  stamps  will  look  to  the  leading 
intention  of  the  issuing  person  or  company, 
and  will  hardly  bo  misled  by  shallow  argu- 
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ments  based  on  the  fact  that  the  impression 
of  the  stamps  involves  a  payment  to  the 
state.  As  Dr.  Magnus  himself  says,  with 
reference  to  the  observation  of  one  of  our 
contributors,  that,  on  the  principles  enun- 
ciated by  the  Gazette,  railway  tickets  ought 
also  to  be  collected,  as  being,  in  fact,  a  kind 
of  stamp,  **good  sense,  without  difficulty, 
makes  a  distinction  between  them."  Verv 
true,  and  good  sense  must  not  be  altogether 
disregarded  in  the  pursuit  of  logical  sequence 
to  an  end,  which — seeing  that  it  would 
involve  the  purchase,  in  this  instance,  of  no 
end  of  pills  and  mixtures — may  well  be 
termed  a  bitter  one.  The  learned  doctor,  in 
the  course  of  his  discussion  of  this  very 
question  of  the  difference  between  railway 
tickets  and  stamps,  says,  **  The  stamp  whick 
indicates  the  payment  of  a  tax  is  a  kind  of 
paper  moneij,  which  circulates,  and  which  is 
purchased,  like  the  precious  metals.  Adhe- 
rence, and  the  cancellation  which  follows, 
whatever  may  be  its  nature,  destroys  this 
attribute,  withdraws  the  stamp  from  circu- 
lation, and  transforms  it  into  a  receipt  or 
discharge."  But,  judged  by  this  rule,  how 
does  it  fare  with  his  favourite  proprietary 
stamps?  Do  they  ever  circulate?  Would 
they  bo  accepted  as  money,  if  even  they 
were  allowed  to  circnlato  ?  Decidedly  not ; 
their  owner  can  do  nothing  with  them  but 
stick  them  on  his  packages  ;  and  until  ho 
does  so  stick  them,  would  be  very  sorry  to 
part  with  any  of  them ;  for  were  he  to  do  so, 
they  might  find  their  way  into  the  hands  of 
some  rival  quack.  Once  on  the  pill-boxes, 
they  become  technically  transformed  into  so 
many  receipts,  and  in  reality  begin  to  perform 
the  service  for  which  they  were  created. 
Hence  they  are*  never  stamps,  in  the  proper 
acceptation  of  the  word,  and  the  faith  in  the 
future  professed  by  our  contemporary  must 
be  great,  if  it  includes  the  belief  that  his 
opinions  will  ever  make  much  progress  on 
this  side  of  the  channel.  That  he  feels  their 
weakness  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  ha 
finds  himself  obliged  to  reinforce  them  by 
pleading  the  uselessness  of  collecting  rainbow 
proofs  of  postage  stamps — a  practice  which 
we  are  far  from  defending, — and  also  by 
referring,  in  proof  of  the  omnivorous  tastes 
of    English    collectors,    t/)    our    publisher.^' 
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advertisements  of  packets  of  flowers,  animals, 
monograms,-  &c.,  which  it  has  not  entered 
into  anyone's  mind  to  assert  should  form 
part  of  a  philatelic  collection.  The  utility 
of  collections  of  flowers,  pictures,  or  other 
objects,  which  it  may  please  our  publishers 
to  advertise,  has  reaUy  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  question ;  and  Dr.  Magnus 
must  have  a  peculiar  notion  of  editorial 
responsibility,  if  he  thinks  that  it  is  engaged 
in  respect  of  the  advertisements  which  fill 
the  fly-sheet.  Dr.  Magnus  asks  us  to  admit 
that  he  is  consequent  with  his  premises,  and 
declares  that  he  is  satisfied  with  being  logical. 
We  cannot  make  the  admission  he  requires. 
Though  it  concerns  us  but  very  slightly,  we 
cannot  acknowledge  that  the  physic  labels 
are,  in  the  fair  acceptation  of  the  word, 
fiscals.  In  collecting  them.  Dr.  Magnus  is 
true  at  most  to  the  letter,  but  certainly  not 
to  the  spirit  of  his  own  arguments ;  and  phi- 
lately itself — we  say  it  with  all  respect  to  our 
learned  confrere — suffers  in  the  esteem  of 
many  by  the  spectacle  of  the  excess  to 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  dreadful 
logical  exigencies  by  which  it  is  surrounded, 
the  study  of  **  stamps  "  conducts. 

Thus  much,  then,  for  the  medicine  tickets, 
which  form  the  subject;  of  Dr.  Magnus's 
spirited,  but,  to  our  mind,  inconclusive  article. 
To  it  succeeds  a  further  instalment  of  his 
Petite  or  "  Minor  Gazette, ''  in  which  the  in- 
structions for  mounting  the  Austrian  emis- 
sions are  completed.  Then  follows  the 
usual  Chronique,  to  which  we  were  indebted 
for  sundry  items  of  information  published 
ia  our  last ;  and  the  number  winds  up  with 
a  reference  to  a  rare  Hawaiian  2  c.  stamp, 
and  a  short  but  interesting  article  on  the 
Persian  stamps,  which,  considering  the 
importance  of  its  contents,  we  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  reprint.  In  taking  leave  of 
our  confrere,  it  is  with  the  hope  that,  ere 
long  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
him  again  under  another  garb,  and  bearing  a 
title  which  will  not  oblige  him  to  make 
excursions  into  the  realm  of  fiscal  and 
physic  stamps. 

The  t>tanip. — Having  sped  the  parting,  we 
are  now  free  to  welcome  the  coming  guest, 
If  the  term  can  bo  applied  to  a  journal  which 
has  ah'oady  made  good  its  footing  among  us 


by  the  issue  of  three  fortnightly  numbers. 
It  is  a  compact  and  well-written  eight-page 
publication,  raider  larger  than  The  Stamp- 
GtU^ctm-^s  Magazine,  containing  a  great  deaal 
of  information.  In  proof  of  the  puWi^ers' 
desire  to  keep  their  readers  well  informed, 
we  may  mention  that  the  new  English  3d. 
having  made  its  appearance  too  late  for 
notice  in  the  body  of  the  second  number,  & 
fly-sheet  was  added,  containing  a  fall  de- 
scription of  it.  If  we  must  find  something 
to  complain  of,  we  may  as  well  run  a  tilt 
against  the  rather  ostentatious  display  of 
linguistic  knowledge,  as  shown  in  the  fre- 
quent intercalation  of  French  expressions^ 
and  the  occasional  dash  of  German  and 
Italian  phrases.  In  a  single  column  we  find 
**  che  86  ne  vivoiw  nel  dolco  far  nienie^^* 
"par  excellevce,**  ^^llwnneur  de  VAmerique 
eat  aauvdc,**  and  ^^  soiist  titid  jetzt."  We 
must  also  object  to  the  lack  of  care  in 
correcting  the  proofs,  which  has  led  to  a 
far  too  frequent  recurrence  of  typographical 
stumbling-blocks.  This,  however,  is  a  fault 
which  we  trust  that  time  and  practice  will 
rectify.  Meanwhile,  we  must  do  justice  to 
the  good  intentions  which  evidently  animate 
the  publishers,  and  we  cannot  doubt  but 
that  their  journal  will  meet  with  considerable 
support. 

The  contents  of  the  paper  are  divided  into 
four  parts,  viz.,  '* Editorial,**  "New  Issues," 
"  Summary  of  News,'*  and  "  Reviews,"    The 
"  New  Issues  "  contains  the  latest  intelligence, 
together  with  illustrations  of  the  greatest 
novelties.     The   "  Summary   of    News  *'    is 
made  up   of    a    number   of  more   or    less 
interesting  items,  and   the   article   entitled 
"Reviews**    is    somewhat    similar    to    the 
present  one.   We  learn  from  the  "  Summary,*' 
that  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  has 
sent    a   frame   of    stamps   to    the    Vienna 
Exhibition,  and  that  G^ermany  and  Holland 
have  followed  suit.      We   glean   from  the 
"  Reviews  **   that    Messrs.    Grant,    late    of 
Birmingham,   and  now   of    Dawlish,    have 
published  a  Price  Catalogue,  which  has  had 
the  advantage  of  being  edited  by  Mr.  Pem- 
berton;  but  where  is  Mr.  Pemberton's  own 
analytical   catalogue  all    this    time  ?     The 
measurements  of  all  the  stamps  in  the  journal 
under  review  are  given  in  millimetres,  and 
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ire  observe  that  the  publishers  purpose 
issuing  a  scale  of  French  and  English 
measures,  up  to  8  inches,  lithographed  on 
strong  paper — a  useful  auxiliary  which  we 
ourselves  had  the  intention  of  issuing,  and 
which  our  contemporary's  readers  cannot 
dispense  with. 

The  American  Journal  of  Philaiehj, — We 
have  before  us  the  numbers  for  the  1st  and 
15th  July,  respectively.  The  latter  contains 
six  pages,  or  rather— -deducting  the  head- 
piece— ^live-and-a-half  pages  of  Istter-press. 
Of  these,  one-and-a-quarter  are  filled  with 
original  matter;  the  remainder  is  occupied 
by  a  reprint  of  "Warden's"  article  on  the 
Reunion  stamps,  first  published  in  these 
columns,  to  which  not  a  word  of  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  source  is  appended.  Such 
conduct  disgraces  a  journal ;  for  the  reprint  is 
nothing  less  than  a  dishonest  appropriation 
of  an  essay  with  the  composition  of  which  the 
A.  J,  P.  had  nothing  to  do.  We  would  fain 
hope  the  omission  of  all  reference  to  this  ma^ 
gazine  was  accidental,  but  our  contemporary 
has  but  too  frequently  shown  a  disposition  to 
make  the  least  possible  acknowledgment  for 
taking  what  "isn't  his'n."  Turning  from 
this  disagreeable  subject.,  we  observe  that  the 
A,  J.  P.  has  lately  received  two  specimens  of 
the  one  cent  Nicaragua;  and  we  note  the 
romour  that  an  entire  series  of  Brazilian 
stamps,  like  the  new  300  reis,  is  in  course  of 
preparation.  The  impression  for  July  1st  is 
almost  exclusively  occupied  with  a  list  of  the 
new  official  stamps  for  the  United  States,  of 
which  we  make  use  in  another  place. 

La  Posta  Mondiale, — This  is  the  title  of  a 
journal  of  which  the  first  number  was  issued 
in  July  last,  at  Florence,  by  P.  R.  de  Torres. 
As  far  as  we  can  judge,  it  appears  to  be  a 
well- written  publication  ;  and  its  only  defect, 
in  our  eyes,  is  that  it  treats  of  fiscal  stamps, 
and  accords  to  them  a  too  prominent  place. 
The  contents  of  the  opening  number  are 
made  up  of  an  "Introduction,"  a  "Pro- 
gramme," a  "  Chronicle  of  the  Month,"  and 
a  "  Review  of  Philatelic  Journals."  Under 
the  heading  "  Jerusalem  "  the  editor  treats  of 
the  stamp  of  which  an  illustration  was  given 
in  our  July  number,  and  supports  our  view 
that  it  is  not  an  evidence  of  prepayment,  but 
simply  a  kind  of  control  mark  struck  on  all 


letters  passing  through  the  Jerusalem  branch 
of  the  French  post-office.  The  new  Spanish, 
the  Servian  2  para,  and  other  novelties  are 
duly  described,  together  with  a  number  of 
Italian  revenue  and  municipal  stamps,  of 
which  the  less  said  the  better.  A  sheet  of 
lithographed  designs  of  the  principal  labels 
mentioned  accompanies  the  letter-press.  We 
have  only  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that  we  hail 
the  appearance  of  an  Italian  journal,  and 
cordially  wish  it  long  life  and  prosperity. 

TAfl  PhilatelisL'—T)ie  last  two  numbers 
afford  comparatively  little  ground  for  com- 
ment. The  bill  of  fare  for  each  is,  however, 
quite  up  to  the  usual  standard.  The  second 
part  of  Dr.  Magnus's  essay  on  "  The  various 
Modes  of  printing  Postage  Stamps,"  is  the 
piece  de  resistance  of  the  former,  and  a  re- 
printed article  on  "post  cards  "  in  the  latter 
is  well  worthy  of  attention.  The  "Spud 
Papers"  appear  in  both  numbers — the 
stamps  treated  of  being  those  of  the 
Danubian  Steam  Navigation  Co.,  Shanghai, 
and  the  Dutch  Indies;  the  descriptions  are 
from  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Earee's  practised  pen. 
In  the  Danubian  company  imitations  the 
inscriptions  touch  the  outside  of  the  oval ; 
the  inner  fluke  of  the  left-hand  anchor  is 
invisible,  and  the  cables  are  not  plain ;  the 
17  soldi  has  two  dots  after  and  one  in  front 
of  the  numeral ;  the  two  10  soldi  have  the 
figure  1  printed  lower  than  the  0.  With 
regard  to  the  Shanghai,  the  genuine,  being 
printed  from  blocks,  show  a  slightly  sunken 
impression,  so  that  the  lettenng  appears 
more  or  less  raised  on  the  back  of  the 
stamps.  This  is  not  so  in  the  forgeries, 
which  are  lithographed  and  perfectly  smooth. 
In  the  genuine,  the  longest  spike  of  the 
dragon's  tail  touches  the  outer  line  of  the 
design  (not  border)  in  every  case,  whilst  in 
the  forgeries  it  does  not  touch  the  outer  line 
of  the  design  in  any  part.  The  counterfeit 
Dutch  Indies  are  good  imitations,  but  may 
be  detected  from  the  fact  that  the  circle 
round  head  of  king  contains  only  86  pearls, 
whilst  the  genuine  show  87;  furthermore, 
the  lettering  is  not  at  all  clear,  and  is  thinner 
than  in  the  genuine,  and  the  barbed  flukes  of 
the  anchors,  which  on  the  latter  are  very 
clearly  drawn,  are  mere  shapeless  dots  in  the 
forgeries. 
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Le  Timhre-Fosie, — Like  the  preceding  pub- 
lication,  this  old  f avonrite  offers  but  little  to 
the  gleaner  outside  of  the  usnal  '^Chronique/' 
which,  as  usual,  abounds  in  novelties.  In 
the  August  number,  however,  we  must  not 
omit  to  mention  the  appearance  of  a  long 
and  carefully  written  paper,  by  Dr.  Magnus, 
on  the  1873  reprints  of  the  first  Prussian 
envelopes  and  adhesives.  We  must  re- 
linquish the  intention  we  had  for  a  moment 
formed  of  giving  a  resume  of  its  conclusions 
as  far  as  regards  the  envelopes,  for  it  would 
be  impossible  satisfactorily  to  sum  up  within 
our  limits  the  distinctive  points  of  the 
originals  and  the  reprints.  With  regard  to 
the  adhesives  the  case  is  not  the  same.  The 
stamps  received  by  Dr.  Magnus  are  the  4  pf ., 
^  sgr.,  1  sgr.,  2  Bgr.^  and  3  sgr. ;  and  it  appears 
that  it  is  exceecHngly  difficult  to  distinguish 
them  from  the  originals,  seeing  that  they  are 
on  paper  watermarked  with  the  laurel  crown, 
that  the  plates  are  not  worn,  and  therefore 
the  impressions  are  equal  to  the  original 
ones,  and  that  although  the  paper  seems 
somewhat  thicker,  no  fair  comparison  can  be 
made  between  these  crisp  new  specimens  and 
the  oft-manipulated  copies  of  the  known 
originals.  The  colour  of  the  paper  offers,  in 
respect  of  the  three  higher  values,  about  the 
only  test,  and  even  that  is  an  uncertain  one. 
The  old  1  sgr.  have  a  more  or  less  marked 
shade  of  rose-oi'ange ;  the  new  are  rose- 
mauve  :  the  old  2  sgr.  are  dark  blue ;  the 
new  sky  or  greenish  blue :  the  old  3  sgr.  are 
dark  orange-yellow;  the  new  are  much 
paler,  with  a  tendency  towards  a  greenish 
shade.  As  to  the  two  lower  values,  printed 
in  colour,  the  reprinted  orange  |  sgr.  is  of  a 
more  yellowish  shade,  whilst  the  4  pf .  green 
has  less  of  yellow  in  it.  However,  that  the 
stamps  are  reprints  is-certain,  for  only  a  little 
time  back  the  Prussian  post-office  did  not 
possess  a  single  old  stamp,  and  now  the 
values  of  the  first  series  are  very  easily  obtain- 
able. 


MR.  MONSELLS    ANNUAL   REPORT. 

The  Postmaster- general's  nineteenth  report 
has  just  made  its  appearance;  and  as  the 
doings  of  what  may  be  fairly  termed  the 
parent  post-office  can  never  be  without  in- 


terest to  philatelists,  a  short  discussion  of 
the  contents  of  this  report  can  hardly  be 
considered  as  a  misappropriation  of  our 
space. 

The  march  of  the  English  administration 
is  a  steady  one,  untroubled  by  violent 
episodes.  Year  after  year  the  number  of 
offices  goes  on  increasing,  additional  ac- 
commodation is  given  to  important  towns, 
and  ameliorations  in  the  service  are  intro- 
duced. The  report  before  us  opens  with  the 
usual  enumeration  of  new  buildings  con- 
structed during  the  year,  and  of  towns  to 
which  extra  mails  are  now  despatched.  The 
postmaster-general  next  refers  to  an  error  in 
the  returns  for  1871,  by  which  the  number 
of  letters  in  that  year  was  made  to  bs 
915,000,000,  instead  of  870,000,000.  The 
figures  for  1872  are  not  given,  but  a  system 
of  check  counting  has  been  adopted,  which 
Mr.  Monsfell  hopes  will  enable  him  to  give 
the  number  of  letters  with  confidence  in  his 
next  report. 

A  little  further  on  we  find  the  following 
reference  to  the  post  card  with  embossed 
stamp. 

In  coinpUanoe  with  the  urgent  solicitations  of  the  com- 
mittee of  wholesale  and  retail  stationers  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  permission<  was  given,  under  certain  restric*> 
tions,  for  private  cards  impressed  with  a  halfpenny  stamp 
at  the  office  of  inland  revenue,  and  serving  as  Ittter*,  to 
pass  through  the  post  like  post  cards  issued  bj  govern- 
ment.   But  of  t /its  eoncestion  Utile  ust  has  been  mmit. 

The  report  contains  the  usual  reference  to 
the  number  of  wrongly  addressed  letters 
which  find  their  way  to  the  retumed-letter 
office.  These  amounted  to  over  three  nnlHons 
and  a  half.  Eleven-twelfths  of  the  total 
number  were  either  reissued  with  corrected 
addresses,  or  returned  to  senders — a  verv 
satisfactory  result.  Upwards  of  15,000  letters 
were  posted  last  year  without  any  address, 
and  nearly  600,000  newspapers,  addressed  to 
foreign  parts,  were  stopped  in  the  post-office 
and  destroyed  because  they  were  insuffi- 
ciently stamped,  many  people  believing  the 
halfpenny  newspaper  -s^mp  to  be  postally 
omnipotent. 

Under  the  heading  "  Foreign  and  Colonial 
Posts  **  we  find  the  following  interesting  ob- 
servations : — 

It  has  long  been  the  wish  of  the  British  post-office  to 
see  a  low  and,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  wtiffmt  rate 
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rttabliahed  LhniughDut  the  whole  ot  Europe ;  lod  I  iball 
lauch  rejoice  wbt^n  Xhis  objifct  ia  HtlaLned.  Tbe  rale  as 
betwemi  Ihe  UoiU-d  Kingdom  and  KVeml  European  coun- 
trin  bM  almdy  W«n  r«durcd  to  thrHpenc,  iul  Ikt 
SifT^imni  rtit  iciiiek  Iht  Brilitk  ofitt  tcouid  pri/tr  u 


We  trust  that  ia  time  the  idea  of  n  aniform 
rate,  which  originated,  we  believe,  with 
Prince  Bismarck,  will  take  eSect ;  and  it  is 
Homething  to  see  the  influence  of  the  British 
office  thrown  into  the  scale  in  ite  favonr. 
Certainly  the  rate  proposed  by  Mr.  Monsell 
conld  hardly  be  lower. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  oar  postal  re. 
■venae  has  more  than  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  the  introdaction  of  post  oiirdH,  and 
the  reduotions  in  the  tariff.  The  net  revenue 
la«t  year  was  £1,524,000;  viz.,  £l,.'-j05,00U 
from  postage,  and  £19,000  from  money- 
orders,  being  an  increase  on  Ihe  net  reeenue 
from  postage  in  1871  of  £260,500  !  Thns  the 
elasticity  of  the  service  and  ite  recuperative 
power  are  fnlly  proved.  The  extension  of 
the  benefits  of  postal  intercourae  which  take 
place  every  year  is  strikingly  yhown  in  tlie 
fact  that  the  expenditnre  in  1872  nearly 
equalled  the  gross  revenue  in  1863. 

The  postmaster- general  winds  up  his  re- 
port with  a  bit  of  chit-chat,  which  he  calls 
"  Miacellaneoua,"  and  of  which  the  following 
are  the  leading  items  ; — 

Intimatitm  having  been  receited  on  the  aflrmoon  af 
the  Srd  Deceinbct  lul,  from  the  gat  compan]'  aupplyiuE 
the  chief  olflce,  that  a  iupply  could  not  be  guiranUed 
for  more  than  a  fuw  hour«,  lu  coneitiuence  o(  thv  BCokera 
haviiig  etruek  nork,  steps  were  iniinediateiy  taken  for 
lighting  th«  aorting  officei  in  this  building,  aa  ilao  in 
(he  branch  offlcta  in  tho  Eulem  Central  Diatricl,  with 
candles  (entailing  an  order  for  a  ton  weight);  arrange- 
ments being  tikeTiae  made  10  providu  Tanthorna  and 
torches  for  the  mail-cart  drivers,  and  oil  lampa  for  light- 
iag  the  post-nScH  rani. 

Such  proviBion  had  (a  l>e  continued  during  the  ncit 

., J — J  ■..  .1 ^ning  the  sorting     "     

'  being  lighted  up 

uring  the  four  L. __ 

Birikc  waa  upwarda  of  '£58,  but  on  the  other  hand  then' 
was  ■  Mving  in  the  consumptinn  of  about  160,000  feet  of 
giu,  learing  a  balance  of  loai  of  about  £27. 

Ai  might  he  eipecled,  the  poat-olBce  receiTes  many 
lettere  or  iil{luii'y  on  matliira  with  which  it  can  hSTe  no 
paaaible  concern  ;  and  a  etirious  cnllection  might  be  made 
of  the  letters  thus  arriving  in  the  course  of  any  year- 
Due  of  the  strangest  that  have  lately  reached  the  depart- 
ment waa  from  a  French  gentleman,  who  having,  as  he 
said,  no  relationa  or  friends  in  London,  wrote  to  aaccrtain 
whether  the  English  law  permitted  a  foreigner  to  aiarTy  a 
young  lady,  who  was  of  age,  against  hrr  father's  wilt ! 

Aa  an  illuatration  of  the  varinty  of  interests  which  the 
pOBt-offlce  ia  called  upon  lo  consider,  it  may  be  menLion- 
ed,  that  when  Ibe  question  of  affording  a  daily  po«t  tu  a 


ainall  phice  in  Ireland,  which  up  to  that  time  had  had 
only  a  tri-weekly  poat,  waa  under  cooaideralion,  b  gentle- 
man called  upon  the  poilniaiter  (o  utge  that  thinn 
might  be  left  as  they  were ;  stating,  aa  the  reaaon  of  hu 
■ppliMtioQ,  that  he  had  heard  that  in  order  to  give  the 
addilional  ncfomtnodation  it  would  be  neeesmry  lo  alter 
tho  hours  of  running  the  mail-car;  an  allrntion  which 
would  not,  he  aaid.  suit  hiinaelf  and  some  other  gentle- 
men who  were  in  Ihe  habit  of  using  the  mail-car  when 
going  to  lltih  on  a  lake  near  Ihe  mul-car  route ', 
^      ■      ■         •  nJuly,  i 

"■—,■■.■   ,»»t-n«cp 

Scotland  _,  .. 

that  Greenwich  time  alone  ia  now  kept  at  ail  the  poat- 
office*  in  tireat  Britain. 

After  the  report  comes  the  usual  dry 
brigade  of  tables,  which  we  must  say  are  by 
no  means  inviting.  We  were  struck,  how- 
ever, by  a  tact  evidenced  by  the  last  appendix 
in  the  scries,  namely,  that  the  net  revenue  of 
thepost.officeinl8a8amoBntedto£l,659,510, 
snbject  to  certain  dednctions,  which  conld 
not  thin  have  been  very  important,  for  the 
cost  of  the  packet  service,  and  of  stationery. 
We  certainly  had  no  idea  that  the  returns  at 
that  date  were  as  important  as  they  are  now. 


THE  STAMPS  OF  POETUGAL. 

fContimitd  from  pagt  I24.J 
When  Don  Luis  ascended  the  throne, 
event  was  naturally  marked  by  a  new  isi 
of  stamps.     We  come  therefore  to  the 
IssuK  OK  1862. 
(Jul.  imp.  on  white,  imperf. 
Pai-BK,— as  before. 
OuH.— Yellowish  whil*.'. 


Desiun. — Embossed  profile  of  Don  Luis  to 
le/l,  in  pearled  circle,  or  oval.  Engraver's 
name  (F.  B.  F.)  in  sunken  letters,  as  before, 
eicept  on  the    10  and  50  reis,  where  it  is 


LitiT. 

6  reis,  reddish  chocolate,  v.  pale  to  dark,  i  „.         , 

5    „    chocolate,  v.  i>ale  to  vVry  dark.  t  ^  Pf"";'*- 

5    „   vcrj'  dark  rich  ehocolale- brown.  )  '"  ''"^''■> 
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)  82  penrln, 


10  rail,  orange-yellow,  t.  pile  to  niediuiD, 

10    „    goldeD  anm^,  T.  medium  Id  dark. 

2S    „   Terj  pale  roie,  alictut  piok^ 

25    „    roae,  v.  pnle  to  dark. 

2d    „    roie-iairmine,  v.  pcle  to  lerj  dnrk. 

60    „   yellQw-green,  v.  paU  lo  mwliuni. 

SD    „   BTeen,  mEdium. 

60    „    bluiih  Pruuun  green,  dark. 
100    „   lilus,  V.  very  pale  to  mrdium. 
100    „   Teddiih  Ulao,  t.  medium  to  dufc. 
100    „    libd,   with  ihade  ot   violet,  v. 
madium  Is  dnrk. 

Of  the  5  reia  of  this  wauc  there  are  two 

varieties — one  having  the  figure  5  very  near 

the  border,  and  at  some  diatance  from  reis  ; 

and   the  other  having  the  6  near  to  Ri::is, 

and  fnrther  from  border.     Whether  these  are 

two  separate  types  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

Both  varieties  have  the  90  pearls. 

IssL-E  OP  186G. 

Col.  on  white,  imperf. 

Aft«r  a  oircnlation  of  abont  four  years, 

these  stamps  were  snppressed  in  favonr  of  a 

new  set  bearing  the  name 

I  of  tlie  country.  The  new 
stamps  were  engraved  by 
Mr.  C.  Weiner,  who  baa 
favoured  His  Majesty  with 
a  portrait  very  different 
from  that  designed  by 
Freire.  The  chief  peculi- 
arity consists  in  the  hair 
being  brnshed  to  a  great  height  above  the 
forehead,  which  has  the  effect  of  dwarfing 


Gi,ii.~Whito. 

Desiok. — Embossed  profile  of  Don  Luis  to 
left,  in  pearled  oval  ;  legend,  portuqal 
CORREio.  Beneath  the  portrait  of  the  king 
are  the  initials  of  the  engraver  (c.  w.)  in 
large  embossed  letters.  All  the  values  are 
from  one  matrix,  having  05  pearls  in  oval ; 
value  in  label  with  curved  and  rounded  ends. 
List, 

5  reis,    creyiih  blaek, 

6  „       di-ep  black. 
10    „       yellow. 

Zn     „      liUtTe,  V.  pale  lo  very  dark. 

25    „      row,  T.  pile  to  dark. 

60    „      dull  )  rlWiih  gmo,  ».  medium  lo  dark. 


100    „      darkUUe. 

120     „       dall  bla»,  v.  pale  lo  daik. 

133    „       bright  blue,  v.  nialium  to  very  dark. 

lasuB  OF  1867. 
The  next  year  the  improvement  of  perfor- 
ation was   introduced,   and    the   shades   of 
colour  a  little  varied  ;   a  new  value  was  also 

Col.  on  white,  pcrf.  13. 
List. 

6  nil,    greyUh  blac 


u  blark. 


Ift 


yelloK 


rellow>bisli 
biBtre,  with 


with  shade  or  olire,  dark, 
dull  roae,  r.  very  dbIs  to  dark. 
bright  mac,  t.  medium  lo  dark. 
bright  roae-cnrmine,  v.  medium  lo  rw 
Tery  pale  bluinh  green, 
dull  green, 

yellow-green,  t.  pale  lo  reiif  dark. 
Termilion- orange,  r.  xerj'  pale  to  moi 
orange- vermilion,  t.  medium  tudaik 


li?a^,  " 


palel 


da.k. 


120'   „       dullchnlky  blue.  I.  rmpaletudork. 
120    „      ultramarine,  r  medium  to  dark. 
liO    „       royal  blue,  medium  to  very  dark. 
210    „       reddish  lilaii,  v.  mrdjuni  to  dark. 
210    „       dull  mauve,  V.  pale  to  medium. 
24U    „       bright  mauve,  v.  pale  to  very  dark. 
ISSUK  OF  1871. 
Col.  on  white,  pcrf.  13. 
"  The  cry  is.  Still  they  oomc !  "     In  1871, 
tho  authorities,  for  reasons   best  known  to 
themselves,  issued  another 
set,  of  a  different  type.     In 
the  new  stninps,  the  labcLt 
containing      value       have 
straight  square  ends  ;  there 
are  61  pearls  in  the  oval ; 
and    the   engraver's   name 
has  disappeared.     But  the 
chief  difference  is,  as  before, 
in  the  portrait  of  the  king.     The  engraver 
has  given  him  a  Victor  Emanuel  moustHchp, 
and  a  small  imperial  (in  the  old  type,  the 
motistaehe  curls  downwards,  and  is  scarcely 
visible,  and  there  is  no  imperial)  ;    whil'' 
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the  hair  is  hrushed  plainly  hack  from  the 
forehead,  showing  a  nice  intellectnal-looking 
face,  to  which  our  illustration  hardly  does 
justice. 

List. 

/>  reis,    rreyifih  black. 
6    „      deep  black. 

10    „      chalky  yellow,  v.  pale  to  dark. 
10    „      orange-yellow,  v.  pale  to  dark. 

20    „      yellowish  bistre,  v.  pale  to  dark. 

20    „      bistre,  with  shade  of  olire,  v.  medium  to  dark. 

25    „      dull  rose,  v.  pale  to  me<Hum. 

bright  rose  carmine,  v.  medium  to  very  dark. 


2o 


61    „      bright  yellowish  green,  v.  medium  to  dark. 
60    „      dull  green,  r.  pale  to  dark. 

80    „ 


very  bright'ornnge-red. 
80    „      dull  orange-red,  v.  pale  to  very  dark. 

100    „      pale  dull  lilac. 
100    „      reddish  lilac. 

120    „      dull  blue,  v.  pale  to  dark. 

120    „      bright  blue,  v.  medium  to  very  dark. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  the  240  reis  of  this 
type.  A  set  of  these  stamps  exists  uuperfo- 
rated,  but  they  were  issuea  for  a  collector,  I 
believe,  so  I  shall  not  catalogue  them. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  wish  to  give  a  hint  to 
my  readers  concerning  the  stamps  of  these 
last  two  types.  The  perforation  is  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  outer  edge  of  the 
design,  so  that  a  dishonest  dealer  might  easily 
cut  off  the  perforations,  and  sell  the  stamps 
as  unperforated  ones.  Therefore,  let  those 
who  are  on  the  look  out  for  any  of  the 
unperforated  ones  also  look  out  that  the 
stajnps  sold  to  them  have  a  good  broad 
margin.     Verb,  sap, 

STAMP  COLLECTING  IN  CHILI. 

BY  PULANO. 

Stamp  collecting  has  been  known  here  for 
more  than  twelve  years,  and,  as  is  generally 
the  case,  it  had  its  birth  in  a  school.  It  was 
in  1860,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  I  first  heard 
that  the  boys  at  a  large  English  school 
established  here  (Valparaiso)  had  discovered 
something  new  that  was  collectable — in 
addition  to  coins,  pens,  and  wine  and  beer- 
bottle  labels — ^viz.,  postage  stamps.  From 
that  date  up  to  the  present,  collecting  has 
been  on  the  increase,  so  that  to-day  there  is 
not  a  single  school  of  which  a  respectable 
portion  does  not  collect  stamps. 

I  am  sorry,  however,  to  add  that,  with  a 


very  few  exceptions,  collectors  are  all  boys. 
I  know  of  some  who,  on  leaving  school,  have 
shelved  their  collections  and  never  again 
looked  at  them,  collecting  being  considered 
here  as  only  fit  for  juveniles.  It  is  a  sight, 
of  a  morning,  to  see  boys  on  their  way  to  the 
public  schools,  in  groups,  comparing  and 
discussing  their  stamps,  which  are  pasted  in 
small  note  or  copy-books,  sheets  of  paper 
sewn  together,  or  else  carried  loose  in  their 
pockets. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  such  being 
the  advocates  of  philately,  that  scientific  col- 
lecting is  quite  unknown.  Paper,  perfora- 
tion, and  watermarks  are  nowhere ;  envelopes 
are  cut,  and,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  post 
cards  have  to  undergo  the  same  operation. 
Imagine  my  horror,  when,  one  day,  having 
presented  a  young  friend  of  mine  with  one 
of  the  handsome  Cingalese  cards,  he  de- 
liberately tore  out  the  stamp  before  I  could 
prevent  it,  and  threw  the  remainder  away ! 
Envelopes  are  not  even  cut  square,  every 
particle  of  blank  paper  being  clipped  away. 

The  only  case  (which  is  not  too  common) 
in  which  the  stamps  are  found  in  their 
proper  order  is  in  collections  which  are  kept 
in  prepared  albums ;  even  then,  when  we  come 
to  new  issues,  for  which  no  spaces  are 
marked,  we  are  quite  in  the  dark,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  catalogues  or  any  other 
guides,  the  rule  being  then  that  the  first 
comer  gets  the  first  place  in  the  cor- 
responding page. 

Fiscal  and  medicine  stamps  are,  of  course, 
collected,  and,  as  quack  medicines  are  much 
used,  the  United  States  page  is  usually  a 
very  brilliant  one,  not  taking  into  account 
the  dirtiness  of  the  specimens  themselves,  the 
consequence  of  the  fingering  which  they 
must  undergo  in  counting,  comparison,  <fcc. 

I  once  saw  in  a  collection  a  cuatro  reales 
of  Cpsta  Rica,  black,  which  L  had  also  seen 
in  another  place,  viz.,  in  a  German  news- 
paper, serving  as  illustration  to  a  stamp 
advertisement,  the  fortunate  possessor  of  the 
specimen  being  fully  aware  of  the  fact ! 
This  will  show  what  collecting  was  then^ 
but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  is  a  little  better 


now. 


Though  there  have  been,  and  still  are, 
dealers  in  stamps  (after  a  fashion),  and  of 
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whom  1  Bheilt  speajc  farther  on,  it  is  no  very 
easj  matter  for  the  raajurity  of  collectors  to 
procnro  thmo.  The  asual  mode  in  to  get 
them  from  commercial  friends  ;  and  for  the 
losH  privileged,  from  some  ofEce  movt,  or  else 
by  going  to  the  post-oSico  on  mail  days  to 
peep  over  people's  ahoolders  while  they  road 
their  letters,  in  order  to  get  a  sight  of  the 
Htamps,  and  then  to  pester  them  with  their 
If.tijnine  el  favor  da  darme  log  seUilot,  neiwr. 

The  following  freaks  I  am  afraid  will 
hardly  be  credited.  During  the  war  with 
Spain,  in  18i>5-t5,  it  was  the  custom  among 
patriotic  ehlenot  to  place  the  stamps  of  that 
country  with  the  queen's  head  npside  down  ! 
Those  who  collected  only  used  stamps,  when 
they  came  across  an  unused  one,  would 
instantly  make  a  pen-stroke  on  it,  as  if  the 
mark  which  made  it  useless  were  a  proof 
that  it  was  a  "  used  "  stamp.  All  the  fore- 
going I  am  able  to  state  from  personal 
experience,  having  seen  a  great  many  col- 
lections in  my  time. 

The  first  time  I  saw  foreign  stamps  offered 
fur  sale  here  was  about  tivc  years  a.^ci,  when 
ojie  day  a  new  signboard  with  the  following 
words  caught  my  eye  :  "  Si-Uos  para  Colec- 
cioncs,''  and  "  Stamps  for  Collections,"  on 
cither  side  of  .an  eagle  holding  a  bundle  of 
cigarettes  in  its  beak  (for  the  dealer  in 
stamps  was  also  a  "  ci^aneru.")  I  eptercd 
the  place,  and  asked  to  see  the  stamps.  From 
under  the  counter  a  little  cardboard  box  was 
produced,  which  contained  the  whole  stock- 
in-trade,  consisting  entirely  of  used  stamps, 
with  the  prices  marked  on  the  back,  which, 
I  remember,  were  higher  or  lower,  according 
to  the  look  of  the  stamps.  At  present  there 
arc  tw  o  "  dealers,"  the  stock  of  one  of  whom 
may  be  seen  in  his  window,  in  a  little  heap  ; 
the  other  hangs  out  a  little  sheet  of  paper 
heiuled  Sellos  piua  CuUccianes,  on  which  are 
stuck  hnlf-a-duzen  dirty  used  stamps  of  the 
commonest  kind.  The  way  the  stamps  are 
procured  is,  by  sending  some  one  to  the 
poat-ofticc  to  pick  up  or  beg  for  whatever 
he  can.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  there  was 
once  a  shop  at  which  really  good  stamps 
could  be  procured,  both  used  and  unused, 
and  therefore  evidently  impurtid  m  letters, 
instead  of  im  them.  I  liave  bought  many  a 
fine  Htanip  there,  and  at  reasonable  prices  too. 


NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITKD 
STAMPS. 
SfAiH. — The  country  which  furnishes  almost 
the  only  interesting  intelligence  which  Ap- 
pears  in  the  daily  papers  is  also  the  one  to 
which  we  mnat  look  for  the  greatest  novelty 
in  the  stamp  way.  Thepretender,  whose  "on 
to  Madrid "  march  seems  destined  to  be 
interminable,  has  forestalled  his 
the  Spanish  throne  by  the  issu 
stamps-  bearing  his  effigy, 
months  since  the  report  of  an  i 
taincd  currency,  but  the  actual  type  differe 
considerably  front  the  apocry|dial  designs 
previously  described.  We  annex  an  en- 
graving of  it,  and  may  add 
II  that  no  reasonable  doubt  can 
I  be  entertained  as  to  the  fact 
n  of  its  being  in  circulation  in 
l|  the  mountain  districts,  which 
y  are  dominated  by  the  Icgiti- 
I  mist  bands.  The  portiatt  of 
j]  Don  Carlos — the  lirstwehave 
seen — is  a  pleasing  one.  The 
general  disposition  combines  boldness  with 
simplicity.  As  for  the  execution,  that,  it 
appears,  leaves  much  to  bo  desired,  the 
stamps  being  only  rough  lithographs,  struck 
off  at  Bayonne,  or,  as  B.imo  assert,  at 
Bordeaux.  Our  Belgian  cinfrere  ezpressH 
some  surprise  that  the  value  should  be  ex- 
pressed in  realea  ;  but  the  new  currency  is  of 
such  recent  date,  and  the  old  is  so  frequently 
used  in  calculating,  that  Don  Carlos  may  be 
excused  for  not  giving  in  his  adhesion  to  the 
decimal  system.  Besides,  if  he  sac-ceeded, 
would  he  not  regulate  everything  according 
to  the  old  rLijime  ? 

The  stamp  above  represented  is  printed  in 
pale  blue  on  white  wove  paper,  and  is  on- 
perforated  1  a  companion,  value  2  ris.,  bcao' 
ing  the  full-face  portrait  of  Dun  Carlos,  and 
struck  in  green,  is  likely  to  make  it«  appear- 
ance. 

To  the  Amadcas  series  we  have  to  add  a 
M  c.  de  peseta,  blue. 

Nothing  is  yet  said  abont  official  caids,  and 
meanwhile  the  unofficial  issues  of  Don  JI.  P. 
de  Figucroa  and  his  imitators  remain  cnrrvut 
When  describing  thcsecards,  the  Tim}ire-Po*t' 
took  occasion  to  comment  un  the  funereal 
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appearance  of  the  sombre  frame,  with  its 
crosses  at  the  angles,  to  which  Don  Figneroa 
wittily  replies,  that  the  frame  and  the  crosses 
have  a  meaning,  which  he  reads  thns  ; — 
+  Here  lie  the  Spanish  Finances. 
+  Here  lies  Military  Discipline. 
+  Here  lies  Public  Order. 
+  Here  lie  the  Rights  of  Property. 
*'The  black  frame,"  he  adds,  "reminds  us 
Spaniards  of  the  mourning  we  wear  in  our 
hearts,  for  we  are  watching  the  funeral  of 
poor  Spain." 

Our  learned  friend,  not  satisfied,  however, 
with  introducing  these  significant  post  cards 
into  circulation,  has  also  gone  the  length  of 
transplanting  our  English  official  cards  into 
Spain.  We  have  before  us  a  halfpenny 
post  card,  which  in  the  first  place  passed 
through  the  English  post.  Across  the  back 
Don  Figneroa  has  written  a  communication, 
and  across  the  front  has  added  his  correspon- 
dent's address.  This  card,  with  an  adhesive 
5  c.  Spanish  attached  to  the  upper  left  corner, 
passed  through  tlie  Spanish  post,  and  was 
delivered  in  due  course.  Another  English 
card,  not  previously  used  in  this  country, 
was  served  in  a  similar  manner ;  it  reached 
destination  with  the  Spanish  adhesive  at- 
tached to  it,  obliterated,  and  the  English 
impressed  stamp  untouched.  This  employ- 
ment in  one  country  of  another  country's 
emissions  is  probably  unique  in  its  way. 

Pbussia. — It  would  appear  that  a  private 
company   has  been  carrying  letters,   cards, 

and  printed  matter  in 
Berlin  since  the  1st  June, 
and  has  issued  a  stamp 
and  a  post  card,  both  of  the 
value  2  pf.  We  had  no 
great  confidence  in  this 
announcement  when  it  first 
reached  us,  for  it  seemed  to 
us  that  if,  as  we  suppose, 
the  postal  laws  are  the  same  in  Germany  as 
in  most  countries,  no  interference  with  its 
monopoly  would  be  permitted.  However, 
the  stamp  of  the  company  seems  to  be  so 
generally  believed  in  that  we  must  presume 
it  to  be  a  really  authentic  emission.  The 
inscription  simply  says  despatch  of  printed 
MATTE  K,  and  it  is  possible  that  in  respect  of 
printed  matter  the  infringement  of  the  postal 
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monopoly  may  have  been  sanctioned;  but 
the  Gazette  des  Timbres  b&jb  that,  inalgre  the 
inscription,  correspondence,  of  no  matter 
what  kind,  in  the  town  and  environs,  may  be 
sent  by  this  local  post,  and  the  statement  is 
to  some  extent  borne  out  by  the  appearance 
of  the  post  card.  The  Gazette  gives  as  an 
OH  dit  that  the  decree  of  concession  is  dated 
the  1st  May,  1873,  and  that  the  post  began 
its  service  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month. 
The  director  is  said  to  be  a  Mr.  J.  J.  Schreiber, 
formerly  in  business  as  an  agent  in  Paris. 

The  post  card  is  a  large  buff  rectangle, 
with  an  impression  in  black  from  the  die  of 
the  adhesive  2  pf .  at  the  top,  in  the  right 
corner,  and  trade  advertisements  running 
down  (not  across)  the  face.  The  adhesive 
stamp,  we  have  omitted  to  state,  is  struck  in 
black  on  thin  carmine  paper,  and  perforated. 

RussrAX  Locals. — Toropetz  (Pskoff.) — The 
annexed  engraving  is  that  of  the  envelope 
described    two    vcars 


since. 


The  building 
depicted,  which  has 
something  of  a  light- 
house about  it,  must 
surely  have  a  history 
worth  the  ascertain- 
ing. The  impression 
is  in  black  on  plain 
white  wove  paper. 
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Orgnieff  (Bessarabia). — From  Brussels  we 
learn  that  two  stamps  have  appeared  for 
this  district,  which  forms  part  of  the  terri- 
tory (not  government)  of  Bessarabia. 

TuBKEY. — We  announced  a  long  time  since 
that  the  Constantinople  local  post  had  been 
re-established ;  but  instead  of  being  farmed 
out,  it  has  been  managed  by  the  government 
department,  which  for  three  years  has  been 
content  to  use  the  stamps  of  the  general 
series  for  the  local  service.  A  new  emission, 
specially  intended  for  the  capital,  is  reported 
by  M.  Moens  to  be  on  the  point  of  making 
its  appearance ;  but  without  waiting  for  it, 
the  authorities  have  surcharged  four  of  the 
existing  values  with  the  word  cheie,  signi- 
fying " local,"  or  "local  service."  Of  these, 
the  first  two  are  the  10  paras  violet  and  1 
piastre  yellow ;  the  other  two,  20  paras 
brown  and  1  piastre  brown,  belong  to  the 
unpaid-letter  set. 
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United  States —The  official  stamps  came 
intoh.se  on  the  let  Jnly.and  are  as  fotlowa  : — 
AijricitUar'il  Bi'partina.l.—l,  2,  3,  6,  10,  12, 

15,  and  30  cento,  yellow. 
Exeeiilive. — 1,  2,  3,  6,  and  10  cento,  carmine. 
Liierwr.—l,  2,  3,  6,  10,  12,  16,  24,  30,  and 

90  cents,  vermilion. 
/.«(.«.— 1,  2,  3,  6,  10,  12,  15,  24,  30,  and 

90  cento,  violet. 
TreaguTy.—l,  2,  3,  6,  7,  10,  12,  15,  24,  30, 

and  90  cento,  deep  brown. 
Poet    Office.  —  Nameral    of   value,    official 

above,  and  stamp  below,  in  oval  white 

centre ;  post  office  dkpt.  above  the  oval, 

u.  s.  and  value  betow. 

1,  2,  3,  6,  10,  15,  24  30,  and  90  cents, 

bla<^k. 
Stale.— I,  2,  3,  6,  7,  10,  12,  15,  24,  30,  and 

90  cento,  green.     Profile  of  Seward  in 

OVftI,  DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  aboVC,  U.  8,  OF 
A.  in  lower  angles. 
2,  5,  10,  and  20  dollars,  head  bla*jk,  frame 

War.—l,  2,  3,  6,  7,  10,  12,  15,  24,  30,  and 
90  cents,  carmine, 

ENVELOPES. 

TTur.— 1,  2,  8,  6,  10,  12,  15,  24,  30,  and  90 
cento,  red  on  white,  lemon,  and  salmon 
paper. 

Fosl  yjfice.— In  solid  oval  disk,  OFFICIAL— 3— 

STAMP;   POST  OFFICE  DEPT. 

above,  and  valao  in 
worda  below  in  oval 
V  frame ;  and  u.  s.  in  small 
H  disks  let  into  the  frame. 
11  2,  3,  and  6  conto,  black 
U  on  lemon. 

f    We  have  received  a  speci- 
men of  the  3  cents,  here 
figured.       Besides      the 
stamp  the  envelope  bcurs  sundry  inscriptions, 
including  a  form  of  address. 

It  will  bo  understood  that,  except  when  a 
special  description  is  given,  the  central  me- 
dallions are  the  same  aa  those  on  the 
corresponding  stamps  of  the  general  series, 
and  that  the  name  of  the  department  is  in 
every  instance  inscribed  above  the  medallion. 
The  position  of  the  letters  v.  s.  varies ;  in 
the  Executive  and  War  seto  they  are  found 
in  the  upper  corners ;   in  the  other  dcpai't. 


ments,  except  that  of  Justice,  in  the  lower 
comers  ;  from  the  Justice  series  they  are  ah- 
sent.  The  seta  are  not  all  complete:  the 
Executive  only  numbers  five,  and  the  Agri- 
cultural seven  values ;  and  the  7  e.  is  fonod 
in  only  three  of  the  seto.  The  difficulty  re- 
specting the  colours  which  we  foresaw  would 
occur,  has  arisen.  The  10  c.  of  the  Execu- 
tive, the  24  c.  of  the  Justice,  and  the  1  cent 
of  the  War  are  apparently  in  the  sam: 
colour  as  their  congeners  in  the  series  for 
general  use,  and  two  departments,  according 
to  The  Ameriean  Journal  of  Plnlattl-j,  from 
which  we  take  the  above  list,  have  only  one 
colour — red — between  them.  Our  American 
contemporary  docs  not  believe  that  the 
system  of  a  special  series  for  each  department 
can  last,  and  we  ourselves  must  admit  we 
cannot  sec  anything  to  recommend  it. 
Probably  it  will  not  remu'n  long  in  vogue. 

Finland. — The  new  card,  in  its  principal 
features,  resembles  ite  predecessor,  but  the 
inscriptions  have  all  been  changed.  In  onr 
correspondence  columns  will  be  found  a 
letter  explaining  the  purport  of  the  new 
inscriptions. 

Belgium. — In  our  June  number  we  gave 
an  engraving  of  the  design  for  the  new 
Belgian  envelope  stamp.  We  have  now 
specimens  before  us,  and  we  are  sorry  to 
find  that  they  scarcely  bear  out  the  eneomimn 
we  then  passed  upon  the  grand  features  of 
the  design.  As  we  then  stated,  the  border 
nas  no  claim  to  originality,  either  in  con- 
ception or  design ;  and  the  effect  of  white 
relief  of  the  king's  head  ou  the  green  groand 
is  marred  by  the  prominence  given  to  the 
engraver's  initials,  which  appear  in  letters 
in  white  relief.  We  also  said  that  "the 
effect  must  necessarily  depend  on  the  eie- 
cution."  This  latter  leaves  much  to  be 
desired,  but  we  think  a  great  portion  of  the 
want  of  effect  is  due  to  the  poorness  of  the 
paper  employed.  It  is  thin,  plain,  white 
wove,  not  quite  so  good  as  that  employed 
for  the  first  series  of  the  Austrian  envelopes. 

Alaska. — Some  time  since  we  quoted -a 
ramour,  to  which  currency  was  first  given 
by  our  Parisian  contemporary,  to  the  efftvt 
that  stamps  were  being  used  in  this  terri- 
tory ;  this  statement  was  inaccurate,  hot,  »s 
the  Qazelle  now  shows,  had  a  foundation  in 
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fact.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  coin  in  that 
out-of-the-way  region,  paymentH  were  made, 
under  the  RDBsinn  rale,  by  means  of  small 
inscribed  equares  of  pa.rchment,  of  a  con- 
ventional value,  ranging  from  5  kopecs  to 
50  ronblee.  These  bits  of  parchment  had  a 
hole  pierced  throngh  the  npper  comer,  so 
that  theymight  he  sl.mng  on  a  string.  These 
were  the  labels  which  a  pasning  traveller 
mistook  for  postc^e  stamps.  They  were  all 
called  in  and  destroyed  npon  the  transfer  of 
the  territory  to  the  United  States. 

ScUAUHBOURQ-LlPPE. — ITiis  nnpretending 
label  is  an  official  stamp,  hailing  from  the 
above-named  small  German  state.  The  in- 
scription takes  the  form 
[  a  notice:  "This  letter 
does  not  pay  postage, 
,  parsnant  to  notice  No.  8 
;  of  the  government  of  the 
neipality  of  Schanm- 
]  bonrg-Lippe."  Itisstmck 
in  black,  on  green,  and 
other  states  are  said  to  employ  similar 
stamps.  Schanmbourg-Lippe  was  one  of 
the  states  formerly  served  by  the  Thnm  and 
Taxie  post,  and  now  included  in  the  Imperial 
dominions.  The  mere  emission  of  the  above 
stamp  does  not  entitle  it  to  be  reckoned 
among  the  list  of  postage  stamp  issning 
countries,  this  official  label  being,  in  fact, 
nothing  more  than  a  label  employed  by  the 
execntive  of  a  state  which  has  no  postal 
service  of  its  own. 

FcBKAKDO  Po. — It  is  a  long  time  since  an 
apocryphal  stamp  forthis  Spanish  colony  was 
chronicled.  No  satisfactory  proof  of  its  ex- 
istence has  ever  been  given,  and  most  col- 
lectors have  long  since  classed  it  with  the 
series  of  myths  or  fabrications.  A  genaine 
provisional  has,  however,  now  made  its  ap- 
pearance, being  no  other  than  the  10  c.  Cntra., 
type  1871,  surcharged  pernando  po  in  a 
half  circle,  in  black  capitals,  and  with  a 
large  crown  below  snrchaiged  in  bine ;  the 
latter,  say  Messrs.  Grant  &  Co.,  from  whose 
circnlar  we  qnote  the  intelligence,  may  be 
obliteration,  bnt  the  black  lettering  can  only 
point  to  one  conclusion. 

Philippine  Isr.AMDS.^We  copy  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  cnrrentTimftre-Posie.  "Two 
new  stamps  have  juat  been  forwarded  to  ns. 


They  bear  the  efBgy  of  Amadens,  of  the 
type  already  known,  and  are  printed  on 
white  paper." 

'2fi  cent  de  peseta,     manva 
1  peseta,  2b  cent,      bistre. 
These  stamps  have  been  issued  dnring  tho 
present  year,  as  well  as  the  12  c.  do  p.  blue, 
and  62  c.  de  p.  carmine-rose.     Those  issued 
in  1872  were  as  follows  :— 
12  c.  de  p.,    rose. 
16       „  ultramarino,  dull  blue. 

(52       „  mauve. 

I  p.,  25  c,  bine  on  flesh. 
Servia. — The   2  para  stamp — printed  in 
black  on  white  wove  paper  and  nnperforated 
—proves  to  differ  from  the 
preceding  type  principally    I 
m  the   portrait,  which   is    I 
certainly  a  grotesque  one,    I 
as    our    readers  will    per-    I 
ceivc.    The  date  of  emission    I 
was  the  lst/13th  of  June.    I 
.Tapan.  —  We  annex   an    | 
engraving  of  the  new  4  sen 
which,  while    differing 


essentially  of  the  b 


s  design  as  the  other 

low  valnes  of  the  cur- 

S     rent  series.      We  may 

>§     here    mention    that    a 

S     postal    convention    be- 

i     tween    Japan   and   the 

^     United  States  has  been 

5     signed,  which,  if  it  does 

e     not  necessitate  the  issue 

of  new  values,  will  at 

any  rate  render  more  common  those  now  in 

nse. 

German  Ehpibr. — The  permission  granted 
to  the  public  to  deliver  their  own  envelopes 
to  the  post-oiHce  to  be  stamped  with  tho 
impressed  stamp,  has  been  extended  to 
newspaper  bands  and  post  cards !  Hero  we 
light  on  another  fmitnil  source  oF  valnolees 
varieties.  Already  the  newspaper  bands 
are  fonnd  on  green,  rose,  lilac,  white,  straw, 
and  azure ;  and  the  cards  on  blue,  green, 
grey,  white,  flesh,  straw,  and  rose.  At  the 
risk  of  being  ohai^d  with  unnecessary 
reiteration,  we  beg  to  express  the  hope  that 
these  unofficial  varieties  will  flnd  no  favour 
with  English  collectors.  There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  their  multiplication  to  an  almost 
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indofinito  extent,   and  they  offer  really  no 
inteTcst  from  a  pkfliktelic  point  of  view. 

MosTENEdRO.— Of    the   forthooming   type 

for  this  dependent  principality  we  were  able 

to  ^ive   fall   particEilars  in 

Ionr  last  We  have,  there- 
fore, only  to  snpplement 
onr  deBCription  on  the  pre- 
sent occftBion  by  the  rtpre- 
sentation  of  the  type.  The 
aotoal  emission  of  the 
aeries  has  not  yet  taken 
place, 

Helidoland. — The  promised  post  card  has 
made  its  appearance,  and  proves  to  be  an 
unstamped  one  of  larf^  dimensions,  bearing 
the  royal  amis  in  the  centre,  with  uelico- 
i.ANH  on  the  left  and  post-Ofeice  on  the  right. 
Below  the  arms  are  the  words  post  card  and 
I'OST  KABTE,  and  on  the  right  npper  comer  a 
dotted  square,  to  receive  the  stamp.  There 
are  two  other  cards  on  which  the  inscriptions 
arc  all  in  German.  The  impression  is  black 
on  baff. 

New  Zealand.— The  sheet  of  the  new 
halfpenny  stamps  consists  nf  240  impressions, 
and  is  watermarked  with  a  line  which  forma 
a  kind  of  frame,  and  by  another  line  which 
cnts  it  down  the  centre.  Furthermore,  the 
letters  H.  7..  are  repeated  eleven  times  across, 
and  ten  times  np  the  sheet,  so  that  there  are 
stamps  with  and  stamps  withont  watermark. 

CHiLi.^In  onr  February  number  we  de- 
scribed the  supporters  of  the  Chilian  arms  as 
being  a  condor  and  a  horse ;  we  were  rigiit 
as  to  the  former,  bnt  Mr.  L.  W.  Meyer, 
of  Valparaiso,  informs  us  that  the  animal 
which  we  took  to  be  a  horse,  is  really  the 
"  haemal " — a  kind  of  deer. 

Pahhthpook. — We  leave  to  The  Stamp  the 
responsibility  for  the  following  r — "  Pahlun- 
poor  (British  Bnrmah ':"). — Wo  are  informed 
that  a  set  of  local  stamps  of  seven  values 
(probably  the  same  as  those  for  Deccan)  are, 
or  shortly  will  he,  issued." 


T.  B.  UouTON  &  Co.,  ConnUntinopU.— This  company, 
it  apHara,  bns  rniled.  Tlit  Stamp  conlaiiia  a  copv  of  the 
notificnlion  to  credilom  published  ic  The  Letant  Herald, 
nurau«nl  to  the  ptovigioni  of  the  Bankniptcj  Act  of  18G9. 
The  withdranal  of  thv  compaaf's  etampt  now  Soda  a 
ruusnnuble  ejplnnation,  and  SI.  Minus  can  llardly  take 
credit  to  himirlf  for  having  brouglit  about  their  eup- 
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Jlustrm. 

{CealiHaid  from  pagi  IIT.) 
POSTAL  CABDS. 

To  Austria  belongs  the  honour  of  introdnoing 
postal  cards,  an  invention  for  the  exteneion 
of  cheap  postal  commnnicatioD,  which  his 
now  been  adopted,  not  only  thronghoat  the 
greater  part  of  Europe,  bnt  also  in  Asia  and 
in  North  and  Sonth  America.  The  "  Biognlar 
vagary  "  of  the  Aostrian  postal  anthori^cs, 
as  we  remember  it  was  termed  by  one  of  the 
contemporaries  of  this  magazine,  has  long 
lost  its  individoaUty,  and  may  now  be  loeW 
upon  as  a  regular  postal  institution. 

In  one  respect,  the  collection  of  postal 
cards  has  a  decided  advantage  over  tb^ 
collection  of  postal  envelopes.  The  institnlion 
is  of  a  later  date ;  philately,  then  anbom. 
has  now  become  a  science  ;  what  constitntfs 
a  variety,  and  is  worthy  of  collection.  h» 
now  become  pretty  well  known,  and  it  will 
therefore  bo  the  collector's  own  fault  if  he 
loses  the  opportunity  of  making  somethinE 
nearly  perfect,  at  a  very  small  cost.  We 
say  nearly  perfect,  for  there  is  every  symptom 
that  the  varieties  will  be  very  considerable; 
and  the  collector  should  use  due  diligence 
to  seize  npton  them  as  they  appear,  or  Ibej 
will  slide  imperceptibly  into  the  clus  of 
onatteinablea. 

We  are  not  certain  as  to  the  exact  date 
of  the  first  issue  of  postal  cards  in  AostriB- 
Dr.  Magnus  gives  it  as  the  1st  of  October. 
1869 — a  date  which  is  diffioult  to  reconcile 
with  the  fact  that  their  appearance  w 
chronicled  in  the  philatelic  journals  of  the 
previous  month  of  August. 

The  Austrian  postal  cards  are  all  type- 
printed  in  black,  and  for  the  most  part  upoa 
a  thin  card  of  a  pale  bnff  iM)lonr.  The 
stamp  is  lithographed  in  tmlonr  at  the  r^bl 
upper  comer.  The  size  of  the  card  is  3| 
inches,  by  abont  4J  inches.  The  geuenl 
design  of  the  border  is  the  same  in  all  the 
issues,  bnt  there  are  small  differences  in  the 
type,  as  also  in  the  size  of  the  cards,  some  a' 
them  having  only  98  denticles  in  tie  eiteriw 
border,  while  others  have  100. 
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First  Issue. 

1869. — This  card  bears  on  ite  face  the 
inscription  correspondenz-kartb  in  an  arch 
over  the  Austrian  arms,  and  the  words  an 
and  IN,  with  dotted  lines  for  the  name  and 
address  of  the  party  to  whom  it  is  sent ;  and 
in  the  right  upper  corner  a  stamp  of  the 
value  of  2  kr.,  of  the  type  then  and  now  in 
use.  On  the  back,  near  the  top  is  the 
inscription  raum  fur  schkTptliche  mitthei- 
LUNOEN  (room  for  written  communication), 
and  below,  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  the 
post-office  undertakes  no  responsibility  for 
the  contents  of  the  communications. 

2  kr.,  chrome-yellow,  light  and  dark  ditto. 

Second  Issue. 

The  date  of  issue  of  this  type  is  involved 
in  some  obscurity,  but  it  appears  probable 
that  it  took  place  about  the  month  of  June, 
1871.  This  is  only  one  among  many  instances, 
of  the  difficulty  of  assigning  any  fixed  date 
to  the  appearance  of  an  issue  which  replaces 
another  on  the  gradual  exhaustion  of  the 
former.* 

The  type  and  general  features  of  the 
second  issue  are  similar  to  those  of  the  first ; 
but  on  the  face  of  the  card,  the  word  adresse 
is  substituted  for  an.  The  inscriptions  on 
the  back  are  also  wanting,  and  are  replaced 
in  the  left  upper  comer  by  the  following : — 


.am. 


.187... 


A  portion  of  this  issue  is  found  on  cards 
of  a  darker  bufF  colour. 


2  kr.,  chrome-yellow  (shades),  orange- yellow, 
•yellow,  on  darker  buft -col 


»» 


chrome- 


oured  card. 


Later  in  the  same  year,  these  cards  ap- 
peared with  the  addition  of  the  translation 
of  the  inscription  into  one  of  the  other 
languages  in  use  in  the  empire.  The  type 
is  similar  to  that  last  described,  save  the 
addition  of  the  second  language.  The  Aus- 
ta*ian  arms  on  the  face  are  also  of  smaller 
dimensions.  The  inscription  on  the  back  is 
to  the  left. 

KoRESPONDENCNi  LiSTEK,  for  Bohcmia. 
Cakta  i>a  coKRisroNDpNZA,  in  Italian,  for  the  Illyrian 
provinces. 


*  All  the  principal  stamp  magazines  for  last  month 
stated  that  the  3d.  £ngliMh  made  its  appearance  on  the 
15th  of  July.  We  ourselves  purchased  it  on  the  9th,  at  a 
country  poat-ofBce  nearly  100  miles  from  London. 


Karta  kouebpondbnctjna,  for  Gallicia. 

KaPTA  KoP (KARTA  KORE8POXl>ENT8IENAI.\), 

in  Huthenian. 
LiSTNiCA,  for  Sclavonia. 

Third  Issue. 

In  the  year  1872  another  issue  for  Austria 
proper  was  made,  as  also  another  in  the  two 
languages.  This  issue  differs  from  the  pre- 
vious one  in  this  respect  only — that  the  in- 
scriptions on  the  back,  instead  of  being  towards 
the  left  upper  corner,  are  towards  the  right 
upper  comer.  We  believe  that  this  variety  is 
found  throughout  the  whole  of  the  five  double- 
language  cards.  We  have  seen  it  in  all,  except 
the  Ruthenian,  and  it  doubtless  exists  in  that. 
The  colour  of  the  card  in  this  issue  also 
varies,  and  specimens  are  found  in  darker 
bufF. 

Fourth  Issue. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1872,  the 
postal  cards  commenced  to  appear  without 
any  inscription  on  the  back,  and  this  issue 
is  in  actual  use  at  the  present  time.  The 
cards  for  Austria  proper  have  been  issued  in 
*  this  form,  as  also  €hose  for  Bohemia  and 
Gallicia ;  and  most  probably  the  others  will 
follow. 

^ustrmn  Joreign  (Dffitcjs. 

Early  in  the  present  year  a  postal  card 
was  issued  for  the  use  of  the  Austrian  branch 
offices  in  the  Levant  and  in  other  parts  of 
Turkey.  The  card  is  like  the  ordinary 
Austrian,  and  bears  on  its  face  the  words 
CARTA  DA  CORRISPONDENZA  in  an  arch  over 
the  small  type  of  the  Austrian  arms,  as  em- 

?loyed  for  the  postal  cards  in  two  languages, 
'he  stamp  is  4  soldi*  in  rose,  of  the  same  type 
as  that  of  the  series  of  1867,  except  that  the 
value  is  expressed  in  full — soldi — instead  of 
being  abbreviated.  There  is  no  inscription 
on  the  back  of  the  card  which  is  of  a  pale 
bufF  colour. 

*  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Max  Joseph  for  pointing  out 
to  U8  an  error  into  which  we  fell  in  our  laat  paper.  We 
there  stated  that  when  the  change  was  made  in  the 
monetary  system  in  Austria,  the  value  of  the  lira  was 
made  equal  to  that  of  the  Jlorin,  and  was  divided  into 
100  soldi.  We  ought  to  have  said  that  the  currency  was 
rendered  uniform,  the  Jlorin^  or  JiorinOy  being  adopted  as 
the  unit,  the  former  wing  divided  into  100  kreuztr,  and 
the  latter  into  100  soldi. 
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Towards  the  close  of  18t>0  a  card  was 
isnacd  similar  to  tlmt  first  i.sHucd  for  Auxtria, 
uicept  that  the  arms  of  Anstria  were  replaced 
bj  those  of  KuDgarf  in  a  shield  aarmounted 
by  tho  crown  of  St.  Stephen.  Another 
was  ftlito  iFisaed  of  the  iamc  type,  but  with 
the  iDBcriptions  in  Hnnp^arian,  instead  of 
German ;  tbe  words  coRRNapoHueNz  Kartk  od 
the  face  being  replaced  by  levelbzksi  I.ai'  ; 
the  inscriptioos  on  the  back  being  also  in 
Kangarian.  The  cards  are  in  various  shades 
of  light  buff. 

■i  kr.,  cliromB-yellow,  light  and  dork. 

■i  kr.,  chromiJ-jdlow  (cuni  o(  darker  buff.) 


Early  in  1H71,  a  short  time  previous  to 
the  issue  of  the  1871  series  of  stamps  and 
envelopes,  a  further  issue  of  postal  cards 
took  place  for  Hungary.  The  bor.;er  differs 
from  that  of  the  card  previously  described, 
and  as  a  pretty  accurate  representation  of  it 
was  given  at  page  88  of  the  ninth  volume 
of  this  magazine,  we  will  refer  our  readers 
to  what  was  there  stated.  The  eugraving 
is  not  quite  accurate  in  size,  the  card 
measuring  4jL  inches  by  3  inches  be- 
tween the  exterior  borders.  A  later  issue, 
in  1872,  measures  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch 
less  both  in  length  and  width,  and  the  words 
CziM  and  iPRESSE  are  farther  apart. 

Type  1871.     2  kr.,  dark  ochr^-yellow. 

Type  1872.    2  kr.,  ocbre-yellow,  dark  and  light. 

LOCAL   STAMM, 

XIatTubiiln  Steam  ^abigation 
Sompanj}. 

These  stamps,    described   by   Kr.  Overy 
Taylor  in  vol.  ix.,  page  7,  are  lithographed 
on  white   uuwater- 
marked  paper.    Spe- 
cimens of   the  first 
issue  exist  which  are 
not  perforated,  but 
whether  this  was  the 
case  with  those  first 
issued,  or  whether  it 
was   an    accidental 
circumstance,  la  not  very  clear.      One  thing 
is  clear,  that  the  perforation  12  existed  for 


a  few  months  prioi*  to  the  larger  p^rfwation 
of  91. 

I.— 1st  April,  18l}6.     Imperf  jrate. 

17  «ldl,  ararlet. 

11.— Perforated  12. 

17  aoldi,  scarlat, 

III.— Perforated  9L 

Augusl,  IBfiS,— 10  widi,  lilBc-mauvo  (shade*). 

1887.-17     „       atarlet  (■Jlado). 
August,  ISae.— 10    „       bright  green  (dwdea). 
July,      1871.-10    ,.      KMrict. 
Thia  hitter  la  Mid  to  be  aa  error  at  iirinting.      8e«  (ol. 
ii.,  pHgu  152. 


THE  PERSIAN  STAMPS. 
(Iteprinted  from  Lm  Gaalli  da  Timkrti.) 
Onk  of  our  leading  Parisian  amateurs,  to 
whose  courtesy  we  owe  the  earliest  detatk 
respecting  these  stamps,  has  kindly  cnm- 
mnnicat(!d  to  us  a  letter  and  packet  he  has 
received  from  Teheran.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  the  letter, 

Tbhehan.  Shii  April.  IS7S- 
t  thould  add  Toryonr  guidance  that  there  ia  no  post  ia 

EbsI,  per«uadi>d  the  Shah 


Persia.     Two  years  ago  ni 
»  manv  are  to  bo  found  ii 


thatit  tvaaofi 
be  endowed  « 
jeet,   like  all 


{'not,  like  all  noveltie»,  proving  very  aeductiTe  la  Im 
taiiian  JUajeaty,  the  atamrn.  of  which  1  aend  jou  ijuri- 
ut'us,  were  at  onoe  pn.'pnred  in  Europe.    Things  rrmainni. 


_..  _.  ill,  and  there  ei  . 

Fenia  no  mode  uf  rcceiring,  iHordng.  oirrying,  or  dii- 
tributinc  eorretpondence,  eicept  >  Itujaian  pn»l-office 
attached  to  the  imperial  coDauUle  si  Tauria.  All  Icdi-n 
for  or  from  the  Europcun  eoloDUta  an  carriod  by  On 
couriera  of  the  legalious. 

With  this  letter  wore  forwarded  five 
stamps,  of  which  two  are  on  thin  paper, 
gummed  and  ui [perforated.  They  were  evi- 
dently printed  abroad  [o;/.,  at  home],  and 
are  similar  to  the  8.  already  described.  Both 
are  blue,  and  boar  tho  Indo-Arabic  figure  4. 
The  other  three  specimens  are  carefullj 
printed  in  colours  identical  with  those  of  the 
essays  in  our  collection.  They  are  stmck  in 
colour  on  white  papers,  perforated  12|,  and 
gummed.  The  values,  expressed  in  Indo- 
Arabic  numerals,  are  as  follows ; — 
1,  violet. 


which  with  the  4,  blue,  completes  the  four 
known  denominatioos. 

On    reading    the    above    letter  a  qneiy 
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presents  itself.  Are  these  impressions  posi* 
age  stamps  ?  Are  they  not  rather  proofs  ? 
Hero  we  must  take  leave  to  introduce  a 
parenthetical  remark.  The  Persian  corres- 
pondent is  mistake^  in  stating  that  the 
fabrication  of  these  stamps  in  Europe  took 
place  two  years  since.  It  was  in  1865  that 
they  were  engraved  at  the  Paris  mint,  as 
witness  an  article  in  Le  Tlmhrojjhlla  of  the 
15th  of  September  of  that  year. 

This  much  settled,  the  letter  testifies  to 
the  entire  absence  of  postal  relations  with  the 
exterior,  and  to  an  equal  lack  of  arrange- 
ment for  the  service  in  the  interior.  Of  what 
use,  then,  would  postage  stamps  be,  seeing 
there  is  not  even  a  local  service  ?  But  if  the 
accuracy  of  the  other  details  given  be  ad- 
m^itted,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it, 
all  these  stamps  must  be  considered  essays. 
For  the  three  perforated  stamps,  the  analogy 
of  colour,  paper,  and  -piquage  (12|)  with  those 
already  existing  in  philatelic  albums,  yields 
more  than  a  presumption.  They  are,  most 
probably,  essays  which  have  made  the 
journey  from  Paris  to  Teheran  and  back. 
As  to  the  others, — is  the  case  the  same? 
These  unperforated  stamps  on  thin  paper — 
may  they  not  be  proofs  struck  off  in  Persia  ? 
We  lean  to  that  belief;  for  had  they  been 
stamps,  and  not  proofs,  nothing  would  have 
been  easier  to  a  person  in  the  position  of  the 
writer  of  the  letter  than  to  purchase  speci- 
mens at  the  post,  and  send  them  to  his 
correspondent.  If  they  are  not  perforated, 
it  is  simply  because  no  perforating  niachine 
is  to  be  found  in  Teheran.  They  have  been 
divided  by  the  scissors. 

We  think,  then,  that  all  these  proofs  are 
simply  essays — interesting  ones,  especially 
the  native  impressions — because  they  prove 
that  the  project  had  been  followed  by  a 
commencement  of  execution,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  first  Paraguayan  type. 

However  it  may  be,  and  much  as  we  may 
regret  the  loss  of  our  illusions,  we  cannot 
consider  the  question  as  definitively  settled^ 
The  Shah*s  journey  through  Europe  gives 
rise  to  a  well-founded  hope,  that  amongst 
many  other  improvements  adopted  in  Persia 
we  may  see  that  of  the  establishment  of  a 
postal  service,  accompanied  by  the  use  of 
postage  stamps. 


REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Alfred  Smith  S^  0^>».'«  Duscriptive  Price  Ccita^ 
Infjiie  of  the  Pnnbifje  Stamps  of  All  Not  inns. 
Nineteenth  Edition.  London :  E.  Marl- 
borough Sd  Co.    Bath :  Alfred  Smith  &  Co. 

It  is  some  time  since  we  last  had  a  pe3p  at 
our  publishers*  catalogue.  We  find  the  new 
edition  substantially  the  same  as  its  prede- 
cessors— its  covers  brilliantly  yet  tastefully 
ornamented,  and  its  contents  printed  with  a 
neatness  and  accuracy  which  would  gratify 
the  most  critical  eye.  Grood  printing  is  far 
more  common  than  it  was  a  few  years  back  ; 
yet  we  are  confident  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  a  publication  which  in  its  typo- 
graphical arrangements  surpasses  the  modest 
catalogue  under  review.  If  we  thus  insist 
on  the  excellence  of  the  get-up,  it  is  simply 
because  a  catalogue  is  nothing  if  not  well 
printed.  Plunging  into  the  subject-matter 
itself  we  find  that  the  lists  are  fully  brought 
up  to  date.  The  new  Argentine  1  and  4  c. 
are  quoted  and  priced,  as  are  also  the  8d. 
Bermuda,  the  Chilian  envelopes,  the  6d. 
grey-black  English,  the  Iceland  series,  <fec., 
Ac.  In  fact,  the  catalogue,  upon  its  present 
plan,  could  hardly  be  more  complete.  Its 
compilers  do  not  pretend  to  include  the 
secondary  varieties,  their  work  is  but  a  mere 
outline  compared  with  the  analytical  studies 
of  writers  such  as  Mr.  Pemberton  ;  but 
Messrs.  Alfred  Smith  &  Co.'s  catalogue  is 
well  adapted  for  the  purpose  it  has  to  fulfil. 
Price  lists  are  not  so  much  required  for  ad- 
vanced philatelists  as  for  the  gre^t  bulk  of 
collectors,  and  to  them  no  better  work  than 
the  present  could  be  offered.  The  stock  which 
comprises,  if  our  addition  of  the  figures  be 
correct,  some  2900  different  stamps,  accord- 
ing to  the  catalogue,  may  be  assumed  to 
include  also  those  minor  varieties  which 
scientific  collectors  make  the  object  of  their 
search.  We  fear  that  the  price  list  cannot 
be  a  directly  profitable  speculation  for  our 
publishers ;  we  can,  however,  hardly  doubt 
but  that  indirectly  the  pains  bestowed  on  its 
preparation  bring  their  reward,  and  we  trust 
it  will  be  our  privilege  to  review  many  future 
editions  of  this  really  useful  little  work. 
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POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

lUii.W^iT  ST41IPJ.— It  it  not  long  siiict  an  ingenioua 

plan  for  eolleeliiiK  »  uniform  railwuy  rale  by  iin»n«  of 

sUmps  wu  mDOted.     In  Ilaly  a 

1^     railway  Blamp  i»  nlrruclj-  in  u«, 

and   its    poaiwsslon   HTUrvs    the 

applicstion  of  a  "  uniform  "  nte. 

i        1  n  other  words,  the  offlcvra  ot  (he 

E     ducuon  of  78  per  cent,  on  Ihc  or- 

I       dinnry  furei,  in  order  lo  obtain 

t       it  niuat  prewnt   to   tUe   railway 

aathoritios  a  little  book  in  proof  of 

their  iilmiitv,   «hirh  book  eon- 

"       taini  th«  officer's  portrait,   and 

below  it  the  adheaivc  stamp  here 

represented,  which  ahfuld  be  obliterated  by  the  benrer'i 

■ignature.    On  ihn  death  or  rolirenicnt  of  an  otGcer  bia 

booh  ie  returned  to  the  niinialer  of  war.  > 

Post  Cakd-i.— From  the  JCituta  de  Crtrrtat  we  learn 
that  p«et  cards  have  flouriehed,  are  BonriahinK,  and  are 
likely  to  eontiniie  to  Bouri^  In  Ihoir  natal  oountry— 
.\u9tria.  In  the  first  year  followinj^  their  ciuiiMan 
(iBt  Oetober,'  1869,  to  SOlh  September,  1870)  the  number 
iiMied  wu  a  little  under  nine  millions  \  in  the  next  year 
it  advanced  to  eleien  niilliona ;  in  the  third  year,  endins 
30th  September,  1872,  fifteen  millions  were  distributed, 
and  lines  then  (he  monthly  total  of  the  dales  has 
approached  a  million -and- a- half,  which,  for  ths  wliole 
year  will  give  eighteen  millions,  or  double  tlio  number 
aold  in  the  first  year.  In  France,  the  adoption  of  poat 
cards  has  given  rise  to  abuses  such  as  followed  tbeir 
appearance  in  this  country.  Two  trials  for  slander  have 
taken  place,  in  which  the  defendants  have  been  raat  in 
heavy  damages.     A  n-port  went  the  round  of  (he  French 

SresB  lest  month  that  the  post  cards  were  to  be  with- 
drawn, as  they  were  found  not  to  suit  the  habits  of  the 

!h  penple,  at  " 
way.  ITii*  sUtemi-nt  has,  howevi 
otfielal  authority,  by  the  Rjtppel^  wnicn  states  unit  uie 
poH  canls  are  fully  answering  the  expectations  formed  of 
them,  and  that  the  number  of  closed  loiters  aliowa  no 
diminution.  The  prewnt  postmaster,  hi.  Hanipnnt,  reliies, 
through  a  political  intrigue,  and  i9  nucTcedi'd  by  M. 
I.ibon,  a  member  of  Iho  permanent  staS',  ander  whoau 
rnlc  we  may  looli  for  important  changes. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
VARIETIES  OF  WATEIIMAKK. 

7"ll(A«£'lftVoro/"THEST.\«P-COLLECTOU'BM*0*ItNE," 

DbaB  Sir.  — I  wrilo  to  make  a  few  addenda  to 
"Elooia's"  list  of  errors  of  watermark,  given  in  your 
July  number.     Tliey  are:  — 

Kfiw  South  Wales.— 1862  reel.,  diademed  head. 
2d.  blue,  wBtermark  tbin   I 
Id.  nd,  „  „     2 

Id.    „  „  „      2  inverted. 

Victoria. -1866  recL,  dutdemed  head. 

6d.  blue,  wrak,  '■  Siipence  "  inverted. 
For  njy  part  (and  this  is  a  mailer  lo  be  decided  by  cnrh 
collector  for  bimself).  I  do  nut  admit  rnvrtAJ  watermarks, 
because  if  we  do  so  wc  arc  bound  by  coneiitency  to  add  lo 
the  two  varieties —normal  and  inverted — yet  (tro  eihcT 
varieties,  makiuga  total  of  four  distinct  seta,  vii. ;  normal, 
iiormnl  reversed,  inveiicd,  and  inverted  rsTeiwd. 

'lliis,  as  I  have  already  olwerved,  is  a  matter  of  taste, 
but  surely  the  same  tolerance  is  not  lo  be  extended  lo 
the  watermarks  at  the  bordora  of  sheela,  on  which  the 
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RUSSIAN   LOCAT,  STAMPS  AND  FINLAND 
1-OST  CARD. 

rD»At£;f>Voro/"TnB3TAMP-COLXECTOR'HMAO*»IKC." 

DbaU  Sitt,— InolicDin  thedeK-riplion  of  (he  Buhuid 
local  for  Kkalcrinoslnv  a  slight  inisiake  with  n^cmrd  to 
the  writing  of  the  name.  'Ihe  Ituuiiin  name  for  Catha- 
rine is  Ekaterina  (not  Kalarina,  which  does  not  eiiM), 
or,  to  write  Ihe  name  with  Russian  characU'rs-Ekaine- 
puria.  Ton  will,  therefore,  see  ll.at  the  K  ou  the  sUmps 
Blaods  for  Bkaterina.  and  not  tor  the  Buaaian  a,  which  u 
the  same  aa  the  English  K. 

In  hia  very  inletoting  and  valuable  essay,  entitled. 
"  An  Introduction  lo  Ihc  Study  of  the  Husaian  Loe»l 
Stampa."  Mr.  Taylor  eajt  that  he  deerapd  it  ad>H»ble 
not  to  include  the  livonian  sUiopa  with  the  ItuMian 
locals.  I  am  aorrv  lo  disagree  wilh  that  genlleman's 
■  '  •  .  put  the  Wenden  sUmps  under 
byshouldnotldow)?  Although 
1  goaia  yean  before  the  Kussian 
history  of  their  o«ii,  they,  for  that 
reason,  do  not  ceate  to  bi  Jtaiiian  Ijical  Stamp*,  li  not 
Livonia  as  much  a  part  of  the  Russian  empire  as  Tver, 
Hiaaan,  Saraloff,  &c.  ?  Livonia  itself  does  not  occupy  aa 
exclusive  position  towards  Russia,  likePoUnd  or  Finland : 
why,  therefore,  should  her  stamps  be  chmnieled  and 
placed  under  a  separata  heading  ?  If  there  were  a  sepa- 
rate stamp  for  (A*  (Ar«  BaUic  ptorinca  (UvoDia, 
Kstonia,  and  Carlnnd),  which  together  enjoy,  m  many 
reapecta,  n  diflcrent  administration  lo  Ihal  of  Rnaua,  I 
could  understand  aaeparato  heading,  hut  not  in  Ihe  piwenl 
case.  1  put  the  Wenden  stamps  at  tlie  head  of  lh« 
RuVian  locaU,  and  look  upon  them  as  Ihe  pierurwrsaf 
the  latlei;  for  who  knows  wliether  Ihe  Livonian  slampa 
did  not  givo  tlie  first  impulse  to  the  now  long  and  im- 
bruken  line  of  Rutsiiin  locals  f  Looking  at  it  in  thu 
light  I  certainly  think  one  cannot  separat*  very  well  the 
one  from  the  other. 

ilic  new  Finland  postcard  ahowi,  as  you  will  he  aware, 
very  little  difference  fVom  the  old  one.  The  value— 8 
ponni— is  the  aame,  so  ia  the  colour,  oalf  aevetat  shades 
paler.  There  is,  further,  a  slight  alteration  in  Ihe  lower 
inscription.  On  the  old  canla  it  read  (in  each  of  tho 
three  languages  employed)  as  follows :   ■—  ■""  — — 


the  nefl 


itisallered  to 


l>n 


The  laller  nc 


Finnish,  which, 
itood  there,  must  have 
lant  bark  again.    This 
may  be  the  reason  ol  the  present  imue. 

Ijust  obset-ve  that  the  Veissiegonsk  stamps  are  the  Bi* 
til  bear  the  name  of  Ilil-ir  government  or  county,  whieh 
I  think  is  a  viiy  noticeable  feature.  The  lower  label 
bean  an  inscription  which  means  county  or  govemmeni 
of  Tver,  thus  indicating  that  Veisncgonsk  b  aitusted  m 
it.  I  think  the  Veissiegonsk  alamp  is,  on  the  whole,  a 
malted  improvement  on  the  bulk  of  the  present  locals. 
It  ia  well  printed,  and  the  inscription  particularly  vety 
explicit. 


Ire 


Tour 


.  JOHN  StEWEitr. 
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PAPERS  FOR  BEGINNERS. —No.  XXX. 

BY  OVBUY  TAYLOU. 
EUROPE. 

The  Hanoverian  stamps,  although  not  nume- 
rous,  yet  offer  a  considerable   number   of 

yarieties,  and  though  there 
are  no  really  obscure  points 
in  their  history,  they  still 
require  careful  attention 
on  the  part  of  beginners. 

The  first  stamp  to  ap- 
pear was  the  one  guten- 
groschen  blue  ;  but  for  de- 
scriptive purposes  we  had  better  consider  it 
as  forming  part  of  a  series  composed  and  is- 
saed  as  follows  : — 

1850.        1  guten-groschen 
1850-51.  1 


I 
tV 

1 
T15 


thaler 


♦> 


>» 


blue. 

green. 

rose. 

blue. 

yellow. 


The  dates,  though  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
official  documents  in  justification  have  been 
published,  are  generally  accepted  as  correct, 
and  hence  it  would  result  that  the  circula- 
tion of  the  stamps  commenced  shortly  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  reign  of  King  Ernest 
Augustus. 

The  series  includes  two  types,  one  special 
to  the  guten-groschen,  the  other  common  to 
the  remaining  values.  The  two  types  closely 
resemble  each  other,  the  only  difference  lying 
in  the  shading  of  the  shield  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  value  inscribed  on  it  is  indi- 
cated. The  shield  on  tlie  1  g.gr.  shows  an 
arabesque  ground,  and  on  it  is  the  figure  1 
with  the  denomination  running  up  the 
centre.  On  the  other  values  the  shield  is  a 
solid  one,  bearing  the  fractional  denomination 
in  full,  in  two  lines,  crossing  from  left  to 
right. 

The  two  guten-groschen  stamps  differ 
among  themselves  in  an  important  par- 
ticular. Whilst  the  green  shows  the  same 
watermark  as  the  other  values,  a  well- 
designed  oaken  crown,  the  blue  appears,  and 
until  1870  was  thought  to  be,  '*  watermark- 
less."      In  that  year,  however,  M.  Moens 
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discovered  that  it  bore  a  watermfu*k  con* 
sisting  of  a  single-line  rectangle,  of  nearly 
the  same  size  as  the  stamp,  and  so  difficult  of 
detection  that  it  had  even  escaped  the  notice 
of  so  keen  an  observer  as  Dr.  Magnus.  Thus 
it  is  pretty  evident  that  the  one  g.gr.  blue 
was  the  forerunner  of  the  series,  and  is 
entitled  to  be  classed  apart  as  an  entirely 
separate  issue.  At  one  time  it  was  suspected 
of  being  a  chemical  changeling,  but  all 
doubts  as  to  its  genuineness  have  long  since 
been  dissipated,  and  it  now  properly  heads 
the  list  of  Hanoverian  stamps,  though, 
strangely  enough,  it  happens  that  in  the 
archives  of  the  Hanoverian  post-office  no 
trace  of  a  supply  having  been  ordered  can 
be  found.  When  the  other  values  were 
being  prepared,  and  it  was  decided  to  print 
the  yV  ^^*  ^^  blue,  it  became  necessary  to 
select  another  colour  for  the  1  g^gr^  and  the 
fresh  supply — on  green — was  struck  off  on 
the  oak-crown  watermarked  paper. 

As  all  the  members  of  the  series  are 
printed  in  black  on  coloured  paper,  the 
varieties  must  be  sought  in  the  difference  of 
tint;  but  as  there  is  much  less  deviation 
from  the  normal  shade  in  paper  than  in 
coloured  printing-ink — where  the  precise  hue 
depends  on  the  proportions  in  which  certain 
ing^redients  are  found — the  varieties  of  this 
issue  are  not  very  striking.  The  ^  th.  alone 
exists  in  two  distinct  shades — salmon  and 
carmine-rose — ^both  of  which  are  collectable. 
The  varieties  of  the  other  values  are  un- 
important. 

The  design  of  these  stamps,  which  is  very 
finely  engraved,  is  interesting  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  in  part  formed  of  the  English  arms. 
My  youngest  reader  is  no  doubt  acquainted 
with  the  connection  which  exists  between 
Hanover  and  Great  Britain,  and  will  there- 
fore not  be  surprised  to  meet  with  the  old 
familiar  lion  and  unicorn  on  the  Hanoverian 
issues,  supporting  the  shield  and  the  royal 
crown  of  England.  The  armorial  bearings 
differ,  however,  in  that  the  arms  of  Hanover, 
on  an  "escutcheon  of  pretence,"  are  sur- 
charged on  the  centre  of  the  shield,  and  the 
motto,  instead  of  Dieu  el  tnon  droits  is  a  Latin 
one,  susciPERB  et  finire,  which  can  be  easily 
deciphered  on  the  stamps  without  the  aid 
of  a  magnifier.     For  a  full  description  of 
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t'le  HuLoverian  kearings  I  must  refer  my 
refkdera  to  an  intrreetrng'  article  bj  Featonia, 
publisbed  at  p.  67  of  the  third  Tolnme  of  The 
Stamjt-OoUeetur't  Magazine. 

The  mode  of  expressing  the  value  adopted 
on  the  first  eeriee  is  an  annsoal  one,  the 
fractional  denomination  oocnpytng  the  centre, 
and  the  equivalent  in  lith-r-gmielien  being 
inscribed  on  the  banderole  on  the  right  side. 
This  plan  has  one  advantage,  at  any  rate  to 
us  philatelists, — it  teaches  ns  that  1  sgr.  is  the 
thirtieth  of  a  thaler,  and  remembering  that 
a  thaler  ia,  roundly  speaking,  worth  three 
shillings,  we  find  that  the  silber-gruschen 
equals  one  penny  and  a  tifth;  the  early 
Hanoreriau  issues,  it  may  here  be  noticed, 
are  the  only  Qennin  stamps  on  whiuh  the 
iliaUr  is  used  to  express  the  denomi nation. * 
As  to  the  g^Uen-groichen,  an  obsolete  car- 
rency,  24  of  them  went  to  the  thaler,  their 
valne  boing,  therefore,  jnat  three-halfpence. 
It  seemg  strange  that  two  stamps  so  nearly 
aJike  in  value  as  the  1  sgr.  and  1  g:gr.  should 
have  been  maintained  in  circulation  at  the 
Eime  time,  but  such  was  the  case  for  several 
yea™. 

On  the  15th  April,  1853,  the  series  re- 
ceived an  accession  in  the  shape  of  a  3  pf. 
brownish  rose,  of  simple  de- 
s^ :  ralue  in  pfeunige;  name, 
k    snrmonnted  by  a  crown,  in  a 
I    vertically-lined  oval,  with  the 
I    fractional  value — sin  driitsl 

'      SILBER-OBOSCHEN — on  a  BCToIl, 

which  serves  as  a  border  to 
the  upper  half  of  the  oval,  the 
whole  in  a  plain  single-line  rectangle.  Let 
me,  in  passing,  call  my  readers'  attention  to 
ths  inscription  of  the  fractional  value — ono- 
third  of  a  silber-gruschen, — for  later  on  we 
sha'l  meet  with  the  same  type,  printed  in 
green,  and  bearing  the  value  differently  ex- 
prussed.     Thb  early  3  pfennige  ia  one  of 

*  Tbe  Gcrmui  thilor  dat«  back  no  furtbn  Ihaa  the 
flrtei^th  cuilury.  It  hti4  its  origin  Ihua  :  the  Counla  of 
tk'jlisk  caimii  the  silvw  oiCraotrd  frum  their  miaet  it 
JoHchiin'*  thai  {Jwtchim'a  toller)  into  ounce  piece*, 
wliioh  reoi-ived  the  nainv  of  Jtjckim'a  IhtUrt.  These 
eoinjgaiacid  luch  ■  tvoutation  that  they  beuame  ■  kind  of 
pHltera,uidu;heriiofUieuinekiiid.  thuughroodi 
.........  — 1.  .!..._ '-    Iropijin^-lhefinl 


ik  thv  nuiue. 


U  puit  of  it 
pf  thtt  woi 

Sia.np-atiUMari  J/i^oiuw^  T(d!*v.,°p°''i!t3.  ' 


the  rarest  of  the  Hanoverians.  It  is  distin- 
gniflhed  from  a  later  3  pf .  rote  by  its  poises- 
sion  of  the  oaken-crown  watermark. 

The  inaugnral  series  of  stamps  on  coloaitd 
paper,    with    its    attendant    3   pfeunige  in 

I  colour  on  white  was  EOp- 
pressed  on  the  Ist  Janouy, 
1856,  bnt  the  types  weic 
maintained.  The  second  le- 
ries  differs  from  the  first  in 
that  it  is  printed  on  white 
paper,  covered  with  an  open 
network,  running  in  a  hori- 
zonful  direction,  and  composed  of  alt«nist« 
lozenges  and  hexagons.  The  impression  is 
in  black,  and  only  the  network  is  coloured 
The  values  are  repeated  without  alteration— 
1    guten-groscben  green. 

^  thaler  rose. 

■^f  thaler  blue. 

T^u  thaler  orange-yellow. 

In  the  3  pf.,  which  accsmpauies  this  issae, 
the  design  is  struck  in  rose,  and  the  network 
varies  in  colour  from  black  to  olive.  The 
j'j  th.  exists  with  very  fine  network.  Oblite- 
rated Bpeciniens  are  far  from  unconnDon, 
and  wiated  copies  of  the  other  values  msr 
also  be  met  with  showing  this  finer  gronnd, 
but  it  is  tolerably  certain  that  they  are  mefe 
unauthorised  reprints,  or  rather  concoctions. 
The  1  g.gr.  green  and  ,V  ^^-  «»e  enst 
with  the  network  running  vertically,  and  we 
veritable  printer's  errore. 

The  first  two  Hanoverian  issues  m 
characterised  by  the  possession  of  a  pjcnlisr, 
thick,  rose-colonred  gum  on  the  back,  wA 
advanced  collectors  paint  with  legitimate 
pride  to  the  fact  that  the  colour  of  the  gan 
suffices  to  distinguish  an  original  from  a  re- 
print, in  proof  of  the  necessity  for  caiefnlly 
stndying  the  backs  as  well  as  the  &ont«  ra 
stamps.  In  effect,  the  official  reprints  of  the 
1856  series  all  bear  a  whitish  gum.  The 
first  series  appears  not  to  have  been  reprinted, 
but  a  number  of  worthless  proofs,  intended 
solely  for  sale  to  collectors,  were  struck  off 
in  1864.  Thus  we  find  impressions  on 
brown,  blue,  and  rosa  paper,  of  the  frac- 
tional %'alnes  ,'5  th.,  -^  th.,  and  yV  th,,  and 
othtT  similar  changes  were  rung  on  the  'i  pf. 
and  on  some  of  the  1856  stamps.    Beginners 
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cannot  f^ivo  too  wide  a  berth,  to  each  pr.iGt- 
lesR  I  amber. 

In  1859  the  series  with  the  profile  of  the 
blind  King  Gicorp)  V.* — finely  engraved, 
and  of  &  design  uniting  many 
of  the  moot  mcritoriona  qnali- 
lities— made  itn  appearance, 
together  with  ita  satellite, 
the  ti  pf,  rose.  This  latter  is 
distingnished  from  the  firat- 
isaned  statu p  of  the  same 
colonr  and  value  hj  the  ab- 
sence of  watermark.  The  valaes  with  pro- 
file are  as  'ollowa  :  — 

2  „  blue. 

3  „  yellow. 

Ial«r  on,  in  1861,  in  conformity  with  the 
nnderstanding  come  to  between  the  Gsrman 
states,  the  colour  of  the  '<i  gr.  was  changed  to 
brown,  and  at  the  same  time  an  additional 
value  was  issaed, — the  10  groschen,  green. 
The  denominatioas  of  value,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, are  mncb  simplified  in,  this  series  -, 
there  are  no  perplexing  fractions,  nor  con- 
flicting "  Rttten"  and  "silber"  groschen,  bnt 
all  are  reduced  to  the  one  nniform  currency 
of  groschcns.  For  a  short  time,  however,  in 
the  year  1859 — whether  before  or  after  the 
emission  of  the  profile  series  M.  Berger- 
iievrault  (my  authority  for  the  statement) 
does  not  say — the  1  g.gr.  green,  of  1851,  was 
reissued  for  t«mporaiy  circulation,  probably 
a  supply  of  the  old  stock  being  opportunely 
at  hand  to  meet  some  accidenttLl  failing 
of  the  corront  value. 

The  colour  varieties  of  this  scries  are 
the  result  of  successive  editions.  When  the 
changes  above  alluded  to  were  made  in  1861, 
a  fresh  supply  of  the  1  gr.  and  '2  gr. 
was  printed  off.  Hence  we  have  to  oataluguo 
these  values  as  follows : — 

1  gr.     deep  rose  (1859),  light  rnw  (18(11). 

2  „       dull  blue   (    „    ),  deep  ultramarine 

(1861). 
On  the  Ist  April,  18G0,  a  new  value  waa 

•ThB  kin^  Iml  hli  lieht  from  an  w.iJrat  whc-n  quilo 
s  f  outb,  M  ii  eommoiily  rppuiteiJ,  frnin  bia  ■■ringing  b 
lone  piirwrauDdiindrouDd,  which  ucciiloaiBlljritruckbiin 
euih  a  blow  nn  the  cyu  nt  in  tliv  end  to  di'prive  hiiti  ot 
tight.— rht  Slamp-CtUeelor'i  Jlajaziuf,  Tul.  iii..  p.  68. 


1  rathsr 


issued,  tha  ^  groschen,  in  black  c 
thick,  yellowish- white  paper. 
This  is  an  extremely  simple 
stamp.  A  thick  single-line 
rectangle  encloses  the  word 
HANNOVKK,  in  b!i)ok  type,  a 
crown,  a  well-drawn  piiet- 
hom,  and  the  val  ue.  T  ho 
Ist  January,  1864,  witnessed 
the  appearance  of  a  fourtJi  3  p' 
this  time  printed  in  green  c 
same  type  as  its  predecessors,  bnt  diSeriog 
from  them  all  in  having  the  fractional  value 
expressed  thus  :  DHEl  EKHNTEI.  bilbbr-oros- 
CHES— throe-tenths  of  a  silbor-groscheu. 
Probably  tha  former  denomination — one- 
third  sgr,~-had  been  objected  to  as  inac- 
curate, there  being  ten,  and  not  nine,  pf  ennige 
to  the  groschen. 

The  history  of  the  Hanoverian  adhesives 
winds  up  with  tho  perforation,  op,  more  ex- 
actly speaking,  the  piercing,  of  all  the  values, 
except  the  10  gr.  The  3  pf.,  1  gr.,  and  3  gr. 
underwent  the  operation  in  June,  18()4,  and 
the  ^  gr.  and  2  gr.  in  1865  or  1866.  Owing 
to  tho  comparatively  short  time  during 
which  tho  perforated  supply  of  the  two  lattei' 
values  was  in  use,  obliterated  copie»  of  the 
same  are  not  frequently  met  with ;  but  tlu; 
other  threp  members  of  the  series  arc 
tolerably  common.  The  perforated  1  gr.  i.i 
met  with  in  rose  and  bright  rose,  and  th;- 
3  sgr.,  instead  of  brown,  waa  issued  perf.  in 

ENVELOPES. 

The  first  series  of  stamped  envelopes  was 
issued  on  the  15th  April,  1857.     The  dcsig.i 
couHEsts  of  the  profile  of 
King  George  V.  to  left, 


ral, 


.val 


engine  turned  border,  in-  i 
scribed,  above  the  por-  I 
trait,  HANNOVER,  and  be-   I 

low  EIN   GUTER  (1)  OROS-     1 
CHBN  ; '  tho  portrait  and 
tho  figuro^ — which,  on  & 
small   oval    disk,   inter- 
sects the  value — are  ju  white  relief;  the  lei- 
tering  is  sunken;  the  usual  microscopic  ii:- 
scription,  bin  outek  (or  ein,  zwei,  or  dk  ■ 

■  £iD  ailbLT  (1)  groubcn,  &c,,  as  Iha  ca«,'  may  Ik. 
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SILBEB)  OBOaCHBS  POST  COUVERT,  printed  in 
green  ink,  croaaes  the'  left  npper  corner  in 
which  the  etamp  ie  atrack  ;  the  values  and 
colours  are  the  same  aa  those  of  the  adhenive 


2  „  „  bine. 

3  „  „  yellow. 
Rntire  original  envelopes  of  this  series  are 
8cai-ce,  but  all  the  values  have  been  re- 
printed on  bluish  tinted  paper.  A  Bpecimen 
of  the  1  g.gr.  was  discovered  by  M.  Moena, 
struck  in  rose,  with  the  diagonal  inscription 
reading  thus:  ein  pbobe  pobi'  couvebt 
(postage  envelope  proof),  instead  of  the  usual 
inscription.  This  proof  envelope  was  pro- 
bably an  experiment. 

The  second  series — issued  on  the  1st 
October,  1858,  a  few  months  in  advance  of 
the  corresponding  adhe- 
sivea — differs  from  the 
first  in  the  value,  and 
1  the  possession  of  two 
I  circular  disks  in  the  bor- 
der, one'  on  either  side  of 
the  profile,  instead  of  the 
single  oval  disk  at  foot ; 
said  disks  in  the  second 
series  being  in  white  relief,  with  the  numeral 
of  value  sunk  in  the  centre.  Of  thia  series 
three  editions  appeared,  all  with  green 
diagonal  inscriptions. 

(1).— 1st  October,  1858 ;    stamp  in  left 
upper  comer. 

1  groschen  dark  rose. 

2  „  sky  blue. 

8       „  chrome-yellow. 

(2).— 20th  November,   1861 ;    stamp   in 
right  upper  comer. 

1  groschen  rose. 

2  „  blue. 

3  „  stone. 


(3).— May,  186 
corner. 

1  groschen 


atamp   in   left  upper 


lb  will  be  seen  that  the  first  and  third 


editions  are  substantially  the  same,  the  only 
difference  being  in  the  shade  ;  hence  the  dif- 
ficulty in  distinguishing  with  certain^  be- 
tween them  is  excessive,  whilst  the  necessity 
for  collecting  both  is  questionable.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  third  edition,  however,  was 
neither  dne  to  whim  nor  accident.  It  was  in 
compliance  with  a  suggestion  of  the  Prussian 
poat-office  that  the  second  edition,  with 
stamp  to  right,  was  issued ;  but  the  Huio- 
verians  had  become  so  accustomed  to  the  en- 
velopes with  stamp  to  left,  that  they  loudly 
objected  to  the  innovation,  protesting  that 
the  stamp  in  its  new  position  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  address.  Such  is  the  force  of 
habit.  We,  on  our  side,  should  probably  be 
equally  dissatisfied  were  our  post-office  to 
tsjce  to  issuing  enveltmes  with  the  stamps  to 
left.  However,  the  Hanoverians  got  their 
way.  The  stamp-to-right  envelopes  were 
withdrawn,  and  the  third  series,  above  cata- 
l<^rned,  was  issued. 

Originals  of  the  first  two  editions  are  get- 
ting comparatively  scarce ;  the  members  of 
the  third  are,  however,  easily  to  be  had,  and 
reprints  of  the  first  two  are  hkewise  plentiful. 

Totm  of  Hanover. 
Envelopes  of  no  less  than  four  different 
types  in  all  were  issued  for  the  local  service 
of  the  town  of  Hanover.  The  two  first  were 
not  discovered  until  long  after  their  snppree- 
sion,  and  original  impressions  are  of  consi- 
derable rarity.  The  earitest  of  these  local 
envelopes  takes  prec^ence  of  all  the  adhc- 
sives  &3ued  for  the  general  service  of  the 
realm  in  right  of  age,  it  having  been  issned 
on  the  15th  May,  1849;  whilst  the  firvl 
adhesive  stamp,  the  1  g.gr.  blue,  did  not  see 
the  light  nntil  December  of  the  following 
year.  This  is  far  from  being  the  only  instance 
of  a  stamp  or  envelope  for  local  postage  being 
issued  prior  to  the  regular  introduction  of 
stamps.  In  this  case  the  local  envelope,  or 
cover,  requires  all  the  importance  derivable 
from  priority  of  date  to  render  it  interesting, 
for  it  is  simply  a  sheet  of  white  paper  foldcfl 
thrice  lengthwise,  and  then  thrice  crosswise, 
so  as  to  form  an  oblong  to  receive  the  address, 
and  on  this  oblong,  above  the  space  intended 
for  the  address,  is  struck  in  gothic  characters 
tho  inscription  bbetellqblii-fbei  (post  free). 
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On  that  part  which  fonuB  the  back  when  the 
cover  ifi  folded  into  envelope  shape,  is  an  in- 
scription in  German,  printed  in  black,  to  the 
effect  that  "  by  the  nse  of  these  covers,  pro- 
vided on  the  face  with  the  stamp  Betlellgeld' 
frei,  letters  are  forwarded  free  of  postage  to 
the  persona  to  whom  they  are  addressed 
within  the  capital  town  of  Hanover,  the 
snbnrb  of  Hanover  (exclusive  of  the  forests 
honsea  in  the  Eilenreid),  in  the  snbnrb  of 
Olocksee,  and  in  the  parish  of  Linden ;  these 
covers  will  bo  sold  by  the  Royal  Hanover 
Post-office  at  3  g.gr.  the  dozen," 

The  second  local  cover  shows  a  rather 
more  ambitions  design,  the  front  bearing  a 
wood-engraved  vignett«,  consisting  of  a 
poet-horn,  half  hidden  in  a  foliate  ornament, 
at  each  corner.  The  corner  ornaments  are 
connected  together  by  faint  lines  which 
form  a  rectangle,  each  line  being  broken  in 
the  centre  by  the  word  bestell  geld- frei  in 
gothic  characters.  A  small  hands  truck 
stamp,  like  a  postmark,  in  the  lower  left 
comer,  contains  the  same  word  sarroanding 
a  post-hom,  and  itself  enclosed  in  a  single- 
line  circle.  The  reverse  side  of  the  cover 
also  bears  an  ornamental  device  on  the  por- 
tion marked  for  the  flap,  and  on  the  lower 
part  is  an  inscription  similar  to  that  on  the 
tirst  cover,  with  the  exception  that  the  price 
is  raised  to  four  g.gr.  per  dozen.  The  cover  is 
of  bright  yellow  paper,  the  vignette  and  in- 
scriptions are  in  black,  and  the  handstrack 
stamp  in  blue. 

These  covers  were  issued  in  sheets,  upon 
which  two  varieties  are  found  aide  by  side  ;• 
in  one  of  the  designs  the  ornamental  comers 
are  all  dissimilar  ;  iu  the  other  that  of  the 
left  lower  comer  ia  similar  to  that  of  the 
npper  right  corner.  The  former  variety  was 
reprinted  in  1870. 

On  the  1st  November,  1858,  the  orna- 
mented covers  were  replaced  by  a  baff- 
colonred  envelope  bearing  a  circular  em  bossed 
stamp  in  green,  struck  on  the  left  npper 
comer.  The  stamp  contains  a  trefoil  leaf 
in  the  centre,  with  post-horn  below,  and 
inscription  bbsiglloeld-fiiei  ia  half-circle 
above,  within  a  single-line  circle ;  the  whole 
in  relief  on  a  plain  ground.      At  the  back, 


'  Bee  lit  Philalilitl,  val.  t 


on  the  npper  flap,  is  the  inscription,  in 
green,  bold  at  the  banover  pobt-officb  IN 

PACKETS        OF      TEH      FOR      5 

L  OROSCHEN.  On  the  lower 
u  flap  is  another  inscription 
11  in  green,  similar  to  that  on 
n  the  covers,  but  more  con- 

'    cise: — POBTAaB  FREE  FOR  THE 

CAPITAL     TOWN     OF    HANOVER, 

THE    SUBL'RB  OF  HANOVER,  &iC.,   &.C. — a  notice 

which,  by  the  way,  clearly  contradicts  a 
statement  quoted  in  the  second  volume  of 
The  Stamp-G'lleclor'i  Magazinr,  to  the  effect 
that  these  envelopes  were  in  use  througbont 
the  realm  of  Hanover.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  trace  any  explanation  of  the  appcaranco 
of  the  trefoil  on  this  loc&l  envelope  ;  does  it 
form  part  of  the  amis  of  the  town  ?  The 
question  is  one  that  deserves  a  reply ;  and 
at  the  same  time  the  heraldic  significance  of 
the  horse  which  figures  on  the  sacceeding 
type  merits  investigation. 

The  trefoil  envelope  is  rather  rare,  but 
reprints  are  plentiful ;  and  some  years  ago 
a  number  of  them  made  their  appearance  cat 
square  and  gummed  at  the  Iwick,  although 
the  originals  were  certainly  never  issued  as 
adhesives. 

On  the  20th  November,  1861  (date  of  issue 
of  the  second  edition  of  the  second  series  of 
envelopes  with  profile),  the  trefoil  stamp 
struck  in  left  upper  comer  gave  place  to 
another  circular  stamp,  this  time  with 
galloping  horse  in  relief  in  centre,  stmck, 
according  to  the  newly- 
adopted  rule,  in  the  right 
npper  comer.  In  this  de- 
sign the  pgst-horn  does  not  i 
figure,  but  the  inacriptio 
BtETELLGELD-FREi,  is  mai 
tained,  and  the  letter-press 
on  the  flaps  is  the  same  e 
type. 

In  May,  1863,  a  second  edition  appeared, 
with  the  stamp  struck  to  left,  which  was  re- 

Sinted  in  1870.  It  has  been  asserted  by 
.  Moens,  on  the  faith  of  official  documents, 
that  a  supply  of  this  type,  impressed  in  hjl 
upper  corner,  was  iesutKl  on  the  1st  October, 
18(>1,  and  was  consequently  in  use  for  the 
six  weeks  which  elapsed  between  tbat  date 
and  the  known  emission  with  stnmp  to  riglit. 


1  the  preceding 
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Neither  Dr.  Magnus  nor  "  A  Parisian  Col- 
lector" have,  however,  been  able  to  trace 
this  stamp,  and  its  emission  seems  donbtful, 
inasmuch  as  at  the  asserted  date  of  issue  the 
decision  had  presumably  been  arrived  at  to 
cease  impressing  the  stamp  in  the  left  cor- 
ner. 

The  Hanoverian  stamps  all  bocame  obso- 
lete on  the  Ist  October,  1866,  when  they 
were  superseded  by  the  Prussian  stamps. 
Ju3t  before  the  war  broke  out  in  that  year, 
a  new  type  for  the  envelope  stamps  was 
prepared,  which  would  probably  have  been 
employed  likewise  for  the  adhesives.      From 

the  annexed  engraving  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  type  resem- 
bles in  its  arrangement  that 
of  the  last  Saxons.  Of  its 
official  character  there  is  no 
doubt,  and  only  the  result  of 
the  war  prevented  the  emis- 
sion from  becoming  un  fait 
a^ccompU,  The  proofs  which  have  found 
their  w-ay  into  philatelic  albums  are  printed 
in  rose,  black,  blue,  and  bistre,  and  the  por- 
trait of  the  king  is  said  to  be  a  remarkably 
faithful  one. 


Giprrigenda, 

North  German  Confedebation. — I  have  to 
thank  a  correspondent  for  calling  attention 
to  my  omission  to  notice  the  two  newspaper 
wrappers  of  the  Confederation.  J  groschen 
green,  and  1  kr.  green,  respectively,  of  the 
same  design  as  the  corresponding  ddhesives. 

Hamburg. — I  have  also  to  express  my  obli- 
gation to  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Earee  for  kindly 
forwarding  for  inspection  his  specimen  of 
the  Hamburg  post  card,  originally  described 
bf  The  Philittelisf,  the  existence  of  which 
I  had  ventured  to  query ;  and  to  Mr.  J.  B.  T., 
of  Manchester,  for  the  information  he  sent 
concaming  it.  The  card  is  the  North  Ger- 
man one,  inscribed  nord  Deutsche  s  post- 
GEBIET  ;  and  an  adhesive  ^  schg.  stamp — the 
one  issued  by  the  Confederation,  without  any 
value  in  the  centre,  for  use  in  Hamburg — is 
in  the  uppsr  right  corner. 

I.ETTEHs  FROM  TiiR  Amoentinr  Krpitilic  are  no 
longer  forwarded  by  the  foreign  consuls  or  packet  npents, 
but  are  dLspatehed  by  the  government  postal  administra- 
tion. 


OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

La  Qazetfa  des  Timbres, — Last  month  we 
announced  the  decease  of  this  fournal ;  we 
have  now  the  pleasure  of  announcing  its  re- 
suscitation, without  any  substantial  change 
in  garb.  The  illustrated  wrapper  is  of  a 
slate  colour,  instead  of  white ;  this  is  the  sole 
external  alteration ;  but  we  regfret  to  find 
that  Dr.  Magnus's  name  as  editor  disappears 
from  the  title,  and  the  number  before  us, 
consisting  of  eight  pages  of  printed  matter, 
contains  nothing  from  his  pen.  The  entire 
work  connected  with  the  Ouzeite  now  falls,  at 
least  temporarily,  on  M.  P.  Mahe,  and  we 
must  say  he  has  acquitted  himself  of  it  very 
successfully.  The  bulk  of  the  number  is 
occupied  with  the  "  Chronicle  of  Novelties," 
which  contains  notices  of  stamps  issued 
during  the  last  two  or  three  months.  It  is 
preceded  by  an  introductory  paper,  in  which 
the  services  rendered  by  Gazette  the  First  are 
narrated,  and  promises  are  made,  which  if 
kept  cannot  fail  to  render  the  new  comer  as 
interesting  as  its  predecessor ;  and  the  num- 
ber closes  with  sundry  short  paragraphs. 
GKancing  over  the  "  Chronicle  "  we  are  glad 
to  find  M.  Mah6  recommends  the  rejecUon 
of  the  multicoloured  German  cards  and  news- 
paper  wrappers,  impressed  to  order  by  <he 
Berlin  post-office.  We  also  find  the  fol- 
lowing statement  respecting  th©  doubtful 
Ecuador  types  ; — 

One  of  our  correspondents,  in  constant  communicatioo 
with  this  country  (£cuador),  faands  us,  in  the  following 
terms,  theinfonnation  we  had  reque>>ted  him  to  obtain  re- 
specting the  new  types,  which  so  (quickly  disappeared  : — 

*•  The  government  of  Ecuador  had  made  a  contract  with 
the  printer  for  a  certain  number  of  aCampe,  of  which  tb« 
stocK  is  not  yet  exhausted,  for  only  lately  a  frc«h  supply 
was  struck  off,  which,  although  the  printing  was  de- 
fective, the  government  was  obliged  to  accept.  It  is 
another  printer  who  has  undcitaken  the  new  aeries.*' 

We  can  understand  now  how  it  was  that  the  new  types, 
which  were  put  in  circulation  the  Ist  January,  have  all  at 
once  disappeared,  and  been  replaced  by  tha  old  ones,  of 
which  a  largie  number  still  have  to  be  used  up. 

From  this  we  must  presume  that,  as  the 
supply  of  the  old  stamps  ran  short  towards 
the  close  of  last  year,  the.  government  was 
bound  to  have  temporary  recourse  to  the 
new  designs,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  printer 
had  delivered  his  last  batch  of  the  old  type 
the  employment  of  the  new  was  stopped.  II 
is  rather  a  pity  M.  Mahe's  correspondent  was 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


151 


not  more  explicit,  for  the  most  plaasible  con- 
jectures are  but  poor  substitutes  for  solid 
facts. 

Under  the  heading  Smfzerland  M.  Mah6 
publishes  the  statement  of  a  Berlin  corres- 
pondent, to  the  effect  that  his  letters  from 
Bdle,  Fribourg,  and  Gbneva  are  prepaid 
with  the  German  1  groschen,  bearing  the 
ordinary  Swiss  cancellation.  He  explains 
this  anomaly  by  the  fact  that  a  convention 
between  Germany  and  Switzerland  has  just 
come  into  operation,  under  which  letters  be- 
tween the  two  countries  are  carried  at  the 
rate  of  1  groschen,  or.  12|  centimes  ;  and  as 
Switzerland  has  not  had  time  to  issue  a 
stamp  of  the  latter  value,  she  provisionally 
uses  the  German  1  groschen.  This,  if  the 
correct  explanation,  is  certainly  a  strange 
one.  The  general  rule  is  to  create  a  pro- 
visional stamp,  pending  the  &brication  of  a 
supply  of  the  new  value,  and  such  a  thing  as 
the  stamps  of  one  country  being  officially 
employed  by  another  has  never  before  been 
heard  of. 

Le  Timhre'Poste  for  September  is  princi- 
pally remarkable  for  the  commencement  of  a 
useful  article  on  the  "  Stamps  of  Parma,"  in 
-which  the  decree  of  the  7th  March,  1852, 
which  regulated  the  emission  of  the  £rst 
series,  is  published  at  length.  From  that  de- 
cree it  results  that  the  two  stamps  printed  in 
black  on  colour  (10  c.  black,  40  c.  blue),  which 
it  has  hitherto  been  supposed  were  issued  nf(er 
the  5  c,  J5  c,  and  25  c,  colour  on  white,  were, 
in  fact,  issued  at  the  same  time,  and  that  the 
five  values  consequently  form  one  and  the 
same  series.  Following  this  article  comes 
M.  Moens'  announcement  of  his  intention  to 
issue,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a  journal 
similar  in  its  get-up  to  Le  Timhre-Fuate^ 
treating  solely  of  fiscal  stamps,  and  to  be  en- 
titled Le  Tl nibre' Fiscal ;  the  editorship  is  to 
be  confided  to  Dr.  Magnus.  This  is  a  much 
better  plan  than  mixing  up  postage  and 
fiscal  issues  together,  and  we  are  very  glad 
we  shall  not  meet  any  references  to  the 
latter  in  the  pages  of  our  old  friend. 

The  Philatelist  presents  a  fall  list  of  new 
issues,  followed  by  the  continuation  of  a  very 
useful  article  on  post  cards,  to  the  repro- 
duction of  which  we  observe  M.  Mahe,  in  his 
Gazette ^  strongly  objects.     This  is  followed 


by  the  second  part  of  Mr.  Tiffany's  article  on 
the  Saint  Louis  stamps,  reprinted  from  the 
au thorns  original  manuscript,  and  to  this 
succeeds  the  usual  article  on  the  ''  Philatelib 
Press,"  in  which  Dr.  Magnus's  monograph 
on  the  reprinted  Prussian  envelopes  and 
stamps  is  carefully  analysed. 

The  Stamp  continues  to  fulfil  the  promise 
of  early  intelligence  held  out  by  its  opening 
numbers.  The  ijsue  for  the  1st  September, 
is  full  of  news,  some  items  of  which  we  have 
tranferred  to  our  own  colunms,  but,  though 
it  is  a  good  sign  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
journal,  we  are  sorry  to  see  the  advertise- 
ments encroaching  so  much  on  the  letter- 
press as  to  leave  no  room  for  any  other  article 
besides  that  on  " New  Issues."  The  **  General 
News,"  the  "Reviews,"  Ac,  in  the  first 
numbers,  were  interesting  reading,  and  it 
would  be  well  if  space  could  be  found  in  each 
impression  for  these  articles.  The  number 
for  the  15th  September  is  not  yet  to  hand 
(29  th).  Surely  our  contemporary  is  not 
falling  into  the  foreign  defect  of  uilpuno- 
tuality. 

The  Stamp'Gollector'a  Chronicle, — The  June 
number  of  this  quarterly  publication  has 
only  just  reached  us  !  Now,  a  quarterly 
publication  published  only  once  every  %\x, 
months  is  an  hibemicism  which  we  should 
think  its  conductors  could  manage  to  avoid. 
The  oontents  of  this  second  number  are  very 
readable,  and  the  typographical  arrange- 
ments leave  really  nothing  to  be  desired. 
The  opening  article  treats  of  Confederate 
locals,  and  the  writer  expresses  himself  very 
dubious  as  to  the  value  of  the  Fredericks- 
burg staxnps,  which  were  discovered  by  Dr. 
Petrie,  and  respecting  which  Miss  Thom, 
daughter  of  the  postmaster  by  whom  they 
are  supposed  to  have  been  issued,  wrote  so 
precisely.  "To  Young  Collectors"  is  the 
title  of  a  pithy  chapter  of  advice  addressed 
by  Mr.  L.  W.  Durbin  to  beginners.  The  fol- 
lowing recommendations  are  well  worth  tran- 
scribing : — 

Do  not  send  your  orders  to  those  who  advertise  rtirs 
stamps  at  a  few  vents  per  set.  When  you  receive  a  letter 
or  circular  from  anyone  offering  the  set  of  Pacific  Sleum 
Navigation  Co.  stamps  for  15  cents,  a  set  of  New  Granada 
for  ten  cents,  &c.,  put  a  black  math  opposite  the  name 
of  that  party ;  for  he  is  offering  you  forgeries,  and 
vou  ought  not  to  buy  them,  for  you  thus  encourage 
di^oneaty. 
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"  Some  Po8t-ofOc«  Rnlea  "  are  very  ainas- 
ing,  and  contuns  some  good  Hmte  to 
meddlers  and  busy- bod  tee.  The  article 
headed  "Our  Black  LUb"  tells  its  own  tale; 
the  firm  of  Sidney  Simpson  A  Co.  therein 
obtains  additional  but  anenvlable  notoriety. 
The  list  of  new  emiitsions  has  a  comical 
heading,  which  must  be  the  resalt  of  a 
typographical  blunder  — "Now  and  prttcribed 
Issnee,  NoTelties,"  &c.  However,  the  infor- 
mation it  contains  is  none  the  leas  oHefnl. 
Among  other  odd  items,  we  find  a  referenca 
to  a  provisional  thrae-halfpenny  New  Bruns- 
wick, of  which  we  fancy  we  hi.ve  heard 
before.  It  is  simply  one  half  of  the  lozenge 
shaped  threepence,  divided  so  as  to  form  a 
triangle,  and  bearing  the  nnmends  "  1|," 
eurcharged  in  brick-red.  The  threepenny 
stamp  was  sold  to  the  public  entire,  with  the 
above  figures  struck  on  each  half,  the 
purchasers  being  left  to  effect  the  separation 
of  the  two  as  required.  The  remainder  of 
the  number  is  occupied  with  the  article  en- 
titled   "  Our  Review "   and   sundry    minor 

The  American  Jounial  of  PhilaUly.— The 
principal  article  in  the  double  number  for 
the  1st  and  15th  August,  is  an  iastelment  of 
"A  Collector's  Notes  on  the  Stamps  of  New 
Granada," — a  really  valuable  addition  to 
philatelic  lore,  to  which  we  have  already 
alluded,  and  which  we  trust  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  ■■eviewing  when  complete. 
"  Stamps  on  blued  Paper  "  is  a  reprint 
(acknowledged)  from  the  Plulatelitt.  From 
the  chronicle  on  newly-issued  stamps  W6 
have  gleaned  some  interesting  int«lhgence, 
which  is  dnly  noted  in  its  proper  place. 

La  Poil'i  MujididU.^Tho  second  mxmberoi 
this  journal  is  before  ns.  Its  contents  are 
composed  in  part  of  a  description  of  newly- 
issued  stamps,  and  in  part  of  a  reference  to 
the  Italian  municipal  issues.  Wo  cannot 
find  any  Rpecislly  noteworthy  or  quotable 
piece  ot  informatian  in  the  number. 


NEWLY-ISSUED  OR  INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Hblioolahd. — The  two  promised  novelttes, 
the  I  sch.  and  1^  sch.,  have  made  their  ap- 
pearance. The  design  is  in  all  its  leading 
points  the  same  as  that  of  the  prerioaaly 
issued  stamps;  in  both,  however,  the  orna- 
mente  in  the  spandrels  are  suppressed.  Id 
the  lower  value  the  Qneen's  prtrfile  is  on  a 
green  oval  disk,  and  the  frame  is  in  carmine; 
whilst  in.  the  higber  the  order  is  reversed, 
the  profile  being  on  a  carmine  disk,  and  the 
frame  of  a  deli^te  green ;  in  both  instanon 
the  inscriptions  are  in  white  letters.  The 
carmine  disk  of  the  1^,  it  should  be  observed, 
is  roughly  struck,  the  colour  encroaching  on 
the  embossed  profile,  and  giving  it  a  ragged 
outline. 

Pahlunpoor. — In  quoting  last  month  from 
The  Stamp  the  report  of  an  emission  for  this 
state,  we  were  careful  to  leave  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  intelligence  with  oar  con- 
temporary, and  oor  o^rcnm- 
spection  in  the  matter  has 
been  fully  justified  by  the 
event.  The  stamps  tbeai- 
selves,  in  a  mM^ellonsly 
short  time  after  the  patting 
forth  of  the  first  feeler,  have 
made  their  appearance,  and 
we  mnst  say  that  their  looks 
do  not  incline  us  to  |fnt  much  confidence  in 
them.  We  append  an  engraving  of  the  type, 
which  does  it  nwre  than  instice.  The  origi- 
nals are  printed,  with  calcnlated  roughness, 
in  pale  Indian  ink  on  cream-laid  not«,  and  it 
is  stated  that  the  set  is  oompoaed  of  seven 
values.  Of  course. there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  rajah  of  any  outlandish  Indian  state 
issuing  stampe,  and  having  them  printed 
ou  English  note  paper ;  but  unless,  and  nnlal, 
properly  atUHeatiealtd  proo&  arc  for^ioaming, 
we  shall  refuse  to  believe  that  the  Pah- 
lunpoor  st«mps  are  other  than  esaavs  on 
credulity,  and  we  strongly  advise  all  our 
readers  in  the  meanwhile  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  them, 

Demiabk  aho  Danish  Possesijeoxs. — A  new 
monetary  system  has  just  beon  adopted  in 
Scandinavia,  as  the  Tesult  of  a  conference 
held  by   the  savauta   of  the  north.      The 
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future  currency  will  be  in  marl's  and  ore, 
and  it  is  intended  to  issue  fresh  series  of 
stamps  for  Denmark  and  her  dependencies, 
with  the  Taluee  expressed  in  the  new  denom- 
inations. 

Russian  Locals. — For  first  intelligence  of 
the  following  new  issues  we  are  exclusively 
indebted  to  our  Belgian  contemporary. 

Orguetff  (Territory  of  Bessarabia.) — The 

annexed  design  hails  from  a  district  which 

-     _   .--«««^,«-    now     loins    the    stamp- 

yfSS^^^^SSm>    ^^ning  ranks,  and,  as  will 

>IS^^^S^'Q|a    be  noticed,  is  of  an  un- 

mJlH^^wLSM    usually  ornate  character. 

The  tree  and  scythe  are 
presumably  the  armorial 
bearings  of  the  district, 
and  may  be  intended  to 
typify  its  fertility.  The 
signification  of  the  buirs 
head,  which  figures  in  the  lower  margin,  must^ 
perhaps,  be  sought  in  the  g^graphical  posi- 
tion of  the  district.  It  is  situated  between 
Moldo-Wal]achia,the  Pruth^the  Dnieper,  and 
the  Black  Sea.  It  has  only  formed  part  of 
Russia  since  1812,  when  it  was  ceded  by  the 
treaty  of  Bucharest,  and  we  shall  probably 
not  be  far  out  in  conjecturing  that  the  bull's 
head,  which  it  will  be  remembered  formed 
paart  of  the  arms  of  Moldo-Wallachia,  is  in 
one  way  or  iuM>ther  a  souvenir  of  the  former 
connection  of  the  district  with  the  Danubian 
Principalities.  The  oval  inscription  signifies 
BUBAL  POST  OF  OBOUEIFF,  and  the  value  in 
words  appears  in  the  scrolls  beneath.  There 
are  two  stamps,  printed  in  black  on  glazed 
paper,  covered  with  a  coloured  pattern,  and 
perforated  13. 

8  kop.       black  and  flesh. 
6     „  black  and  green. 

WercJmie  -  Dnieproffsk    (Ekaterinoslav. ) — 
The  type  described    four  months  ago,  and 

said  to  liave  been  issued 
so  long  since  as  1866, 
has  just  been  with- 
drawn in  favour  of  the 
annexed  lithographed 
design,  of  which  the 
multiplication  is  per- 
haps easier  and  less  costly.  The  new  stamp 
is  not  a  whit  prettier  than  its  predecessor, 
but  it  has,  at  any  rate,  the  advantage  of  being 


stmck  in  blue,  instead  of  in  black,  and  with 
this  faint  praise  we  taktf  our  leave  of  it. 

Atharsk  (SaratofF.) — In  our  original  list 
of  locals  this  district  figures  under  the  name 
of  Atkar,  and  we  have  since 
seen  it  stated  that  the  name 
should  bo  written  Atkarsk; 
which  is  the  correct  or- 
thography remains  to  be 
proved.  The  stamp  de* 
scribed  in  our  list  (arms 
surmounted  by  crown  in 
rectangle,  no  value  in- 
dicated) has  not  yet  come  to  light,  but 
another  design  has  been  discovered,  which  is 
here  illostrated.  The  curious  trio  of  fishes 
in  the  upper  half  of  the  shield  reminds  one  of 
the  Beloeersk  stamp,  whilst  the  three  birds 
are  evidently  near  relations  of  those  which 
figure  on  the  Fatejh  and  Livni  emissions. 
The  new  comer  makes  its  appearance  in  plain 
black  on  white. 

Novgorod  (Novgorod.) — We  learn  from 
The  Stump  that  stamps  frcm  a  new  die  are 
in  circulation. 

Maloarchangelsk  (Orel.) — The  same  paper 
states  that  a  label  for  this  locality  has 
made  its  appearance.  Is  it  the  one  described 
in  our  list,  or  a  new  type  ? 

Kotelniisch  (Viatka.) — The  stamps  for  this 
district  are  stated  to  have  been  withdrawn 
on  the  81st  December  last. 

Tehem  (Tula.)— The  8  kop.,  recently 
described  and  illustrated,  now  comes  over 
handstmck  in  black  on  horizontally  laid 
white  paper. 

Mariopol  (Ekaterinoslav. ) — The  design 
figured  in  our  July  number  has  already  been 
superseded  by  a  similar  type.  The  arms 
are  on  a  vertically-lined  ground,  the  Boman 
figure  5  is  enclosed  in  a  double  frame 
inscribed  on  all  four  sides,  the  ground  is 
covered  with  a  fine  pattern,  and  the  comer 
figures  are  in  white  on  colour.  The  im- 
pression is  in  black  on  white  wove  paper. 

Oharkoff  (Oharkoff.) — The  latest  arrivals 
of  the  6  kopecs  are  found  to  be  printed 
carmine. 

Faiejh  (Koursk.) — A  variety  of  the  en- 
velope has  been  received  by  M.  Moens  with 
the  stamp  printed  in  brick-red,  instead  of 
vermilion. 
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Sehalfk  (Tamb.iff.) — The  stamp  deacribod 
I  18/1  lias  Jiist  deigned  to  make  its 
appearance.  Were  we  iffno- 
1  rant  of  itA  nanic,  the  aiTna 
alone  won  111  enflice  to  in- 
dicate from  what  govern- 
ment it  comes,  for  they  closely 
reBcmblo  those  of  the  Tam- 
i  district,  except  in  that 
the  crowed  sheaveB  of  corn, 
which  figTire  on  ihe  Schatak 
stamp  and  strengthen  the 
BjmboliHm  of  the  dorice,  are 
wanting  on  the  Taniboff.  The  inscription 
signifies  schatsk  district  fiuRAr,  cookt  stamp, 
PBiCB  3  KOP.  In  like  manner,  the  words 
BUBAL  couKT  appciir  on  the  Tamboff  emis- 
sions, and  it  may  be  remarked,  enp'utant,t'iihb 
in  some  other  governments  the  word  court, 
instead  of  post,  is  employed.  The  Schatsk 
s'omp  19  stmi  k  in  black  on  white. 

Sebvia. — This  country  has  not  been  long 

in  following  the  lead  of  Roumania  in  the 

issne  of  post  cards.     It  has 

I  started  with  a  10  paraa 
green,  bearing  a  stamp  of 
the  annexed  type,  which  is 
an  evident  copy  of  the 
iJclgian  10  oentdme  ad- 
hesive. There  is  also  a 
reply-paid  card,  the  two 
halves  of  which  are  mere  reprodnctions  of 
the  ordinary  card.  In  the  centre,  near  the 
npper  edge  of  these  cards,  are  the  Servian 
arms.  The  whole  is  enclosed  in  a  bwder 
similar  to  that  on  the  English  poet  oards, 
whence  it  wonld  seem  that  the  .  Servian 
aathorities  have  been  intent  on  bringing  oat 
a  post  card  of  the  composite  order. 

Victoria. — From  this  colony  we  have  re- 
ceived a  specimen  of  a  provisional  halfpenny 
stamp  recently  issued,  .and 
formed  from,  tho  enrrcnt 
penny  green,  with  the  sur- 
charge Hgored  in  annexed  di- 
agram ;  the  fractions  are  on 
either  aide  of  the  profile,  and 
the  word  UALr  crosses  the 
neck,  so  that  in  conjnnction 
with  the  marginal  inscription  it  reads  thas  : 
HALF  ONE  pBKNT.  The  idea  is  on  original 
one,  and  certainly  leads  to  an  economy  of 


letter-press.  Had,  however,  the  word  "half- 
penny," in  its  entirety,  been  printed  acrots 
the  stamp,  we  cannot  think  the  expense 
would  have  been  much  greater.  The  anr- 
charga  is  struck  in  carmine.  The  stamps  on 
which  it  appears  bear  the  v.  and  crown 
watermark. 

United  States. — We  have  had  the  op- 
portunity of  examining  a  number  of  the  new 
departmental  stamps,  and 
have  bean  somewhat  dis- 
appointed in  the  designs. 
They  are  handsome  and 
effective  enough  ;  indeed, 
th^  could  hardly  fail  of 
being  so,  seeing  that  the 
admirable  medallions  of 
the  ordinary  scries  figure 
on  them,  and  tJie  oolonn 
are  precisely  those  used  in  that  scries;  bnt 
beyond  the  mere  inscription  there  is  no- 
thing which  specially  identifies  the  stamps 
with  the  departments  to  which  they  belong. 
It  wonld  have  been  easy  to  embellish  each 
series  with  appropriate  symbols  :  thne,  on 
the  wai'  stamps,  the  medaHions  might  have 
had  a  trophy  of  arms  for  a  background; 
whilst  those  for  the  agricultural  department 
might  have  borne  a  representation  of  some  of 
the  leading  implements ;  the  navy  stamps 
instead  of  the  bell-pnll,  which  figures  also  on 
other  seta,  might  at  least  have  been  provided 


with  an  anchor,  and  so  on.  However,  we 
must  -he  content  with  the  stamps  aa  they  are, 
though  it  must  be  admitted  that,  taken 
altogether,  they  are  rather  fatiguing  from 
tho  monotonoos  repetition  of  the  Biuao  tvpes 
in  a  dozen  different  sets ;  and  fur  the  sake  of 
tho  relief  they  afford  we  are  prepared  to  vole 
the  post-office  set  the  handsomest.  We 
append  engravings  of  three  of  the  designs 
(Post-office,  Treasury,  and  Interior),  that  onr 
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readers  may  be  able  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  style. 

The  A,  J".  P.  states  that  the  printing  of 
the  adhesive  stamps  for  the  United  States 
has  been  transferred  from  the  National  to 
the  Coniiiieniid  Bank  Note  Company — the 
company  by  which  the  new  300  reis  Brazil 
was  prepared.  The  difference,  adds  our 
contemporary,  is  easily  noticed  without  the 
aid  of  the  imprint,  the  colours  being  paler 
than  heretofore,  and  of  a  slightly  washy 
appearance. 

Canada. — Arrangements  have  boen  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  and  the 
Dominion  for  the  carriage  of  post  cards  be- 
tween the  two  countries  at  the  rate  of  two 
cents  each.  Special  international  cards  will 
have  to  be  prepared  by  both  the  contracting 
parties,  and,  according  to  The  Stamp-ColUc' 
tor^s  Chronicle,  the  ef^gy  on  the  Canadian  2  c. 
card  is  likely  to  be  that  of  the  late  Sir  Groorge 
E.  Cartier.  The  same  paper  states  that  a 
registered  letter  stamp  for  Canada  is  being 
discussed  among  the  postal  officials,  and  it 
further  adds  that 

Prince  Edward  Island  joined  the  Dominion 
on  the  1st  of  July  last;  its  stamps  conse- 
quently "fallout." 

Spain. — One  of  our  most  valued  corres- 
pondents calls  us  strictly  to  account  for 
too  readily  placing  faith  in  the  Don  Carlos 
stamp,  of  which  we  gave  an  engraving  last 
month.  The  specimen  whence  our  illustra- 
tion was  taken  was  communicated  to  M. 
Moens  by  M.  A.  d'Arlot  de  Saint  Saud,  who 
had  received  it  from  a  Carlist  officer,  and  our 
Belgian  covfrero  appeared  to  have  full  con- 
fidence in  it.  But  now  we  find  in  the 
resuscitated  Gazdle  des  Timhres  the  following 
perplexing  paragraph :- 

"One  of  our  subscribers,  an  mhabitant 
of  a  French  town  in  which  some  Carlist  officers 
are  detained,  has  received  from  one  of  them 
a  stamp  with  effigy  of  Don  Carlos,  and  after 
showing  him  the  type  which  we  repro- 
duce [the  design  represented  in  our  last], 
he  declared  that  the  one  was  as  different 
from  the  other  as  night  from  day."  Fur- 
thermore the  correspondent  above  referred 
toj  a  gentleman  whose  knowledge  of  Spain 
permits  him  to  speak  with  a  certain  author* 
ity,  argues  that  the  value  is  too  high  ;  there 


would  have  been  more  in  favour  of  the  stamp 
had  its  denomination  been  4  cuartos  or  10 
centeslmos ;  he  also  does  not  beHeve  that  Don 
Carlos  has  acquired  sufficient  footing  in  the 
country  to  establish  a  postal  service.  In 
presence  of  these  conflicting  reports  and 
opinions,  as  difficult  to  reconcile  as  are  the 
Cfarlist  and  Republican  telegrams  from  Spain, 
we  must  suspend  judgment  until  we  are  in 
possession  of  more  positive  data. 

Oar  correspondent  does  not  believe  that 
the  40  c  blue  (Amadeus),  is  anything  more 
than  a  proof,  and  he  is  almost  equally 
doubtful  as  to  the  25  c.  lilac. 

Philippines. — The  same  friend  questions 
the  value  of  the  recently  chronicled  62  c. 
rose,  and  12  c.  blue  for  these  islands.  Ho 
believes  that  no  used  copies  have  been  seen. 

Argentine  Republic. — The  current  num- 
ber of  The  American  Journal  of  Philately  con- 
tains engravings  of  the  three  new  values 
which  a  short  time  since  were  reported  to  bo 
**  in  the  press."  The  30  (Ireinta)  centavos, 
printed  in  orange,  bears  the  three-quarter 
face  to  right  of  Gren.  Carlos  de  Alvear ;  the 
60  (sesenta)  centavos  black,  the  three-quarter 
face  to  right  of  Don  Qrervasio  Antonio  c^e 
Posadas;  and  90  (Twvetita)  centavos  blue,  a 
full-face  portrait  of  General  Don  Comelio 
Saavedra.  These  portraits — which,  as  far  as 
we  can  judge  from  the  engravings,  appear  to 
be  very  efEeotive — are  all  set  in  ovals,  with 
name  above  and  value  below,  and  numerals 
of  value  in  upper  corners.  The  govemmMit, 
it  is  stated  by  the  same  journal,  is  preparing 
a  book  giving  the  postal  laws  of  the  country, 
which  will  be  illustrated  with  wood  engra- 
vings of  the  stamps. 

Antioquia. — ^A  new  5  c.  stamp  is  stated  by 
Le  Timbre'Poste,  on  the  authority  of  M. 
Roussin,  to  have  been  issued.  The  type  is 
similar  to  that  of  1869,  but  having  been  re- 
drawn it  differs  from  the  old  in  that — 

The  figures  are  shaded,  instead  of  soUd. 

The  design  is  lacking  above  and  below  the 
upper  and  lower  figures. 

The  stars  are  smaller. 

The  eagle  holds  a  scroll  in  its  beak. 
These    are     the    principal    variations,    but 
there  are  a  number  of  minor  ones.      The 
colour  remains  the  same,  5  centavos  green. 
The  10  c.  is  now  reddish-lilac. 
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Italy. — This  time  there  appears  to  be  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  post  cards  are  about  to 
be  issued  for  Italy.  According  to  Le  Timbre- 
Posfe  a  contract  has  been  passed  with  a  Turin 
fimi  for  the  supply  of  the  cards  necessary 
for  the  emission,  which  is  fixed  for  New 
Year's  Day  next.  The  cards  are  to  be  of  two 
colours,  yellow  and  rose ;  the  yellow  will  be 
the  ordinary  card,  the  rose  will  be  the  double 
ones,  with  one  half  for  the  prepaid  reply. 

Dominica. — According  to  The  Stamp  a 
rumour  is  current  in  Dominica  that  stamps 
are  to  be  issued  there. 

Great  Britain. — The  shilling  green  ad- 
hesive has  been  issued  with  the  comer  letters 
on  white  ground. 

CcRACOA. — It  is  only  since  the  Ist  Juno 
that  these  stamps  have  been  in  use. 

POSTAL  RATES  IN  CHILI. 

BY  FULANO. 

The  Chilian  government  has  just  laid  before 
congress  a  bill  which,  if  passed,  will  ensure 
very  important  changes  in  the  present  postal 
tariff.  This  bill,  as  will  be  seen  further  on, 
while  it  benefits  the  majority  on  one  side, 
adds  to  the  burden  of  the  minority  (foreign- 
ers) on  the  other. 

To  the  tariff  of  1851  additions  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time,  without,  it  seems, 
the  slightest  regard  being  paid  to  what  went 
before ;  so  that,  as  it  stands  at  present  it  is  a 
very  curious  arrangement.  The  following 
are  examples,  the  lines  of  steamers  mention- 
ed being  the  "Pacific  Steam  Navigaticm  Co.*' 
and  the  "  C*-  Sud  Americana  de  Vapores." 

P.  8.  N.  C.  —J  oz.  to  any  pUcc  In  Chili,  north  of  Yaifa- 

raiao,  16  o. 
C.  S.  A.  do  V.-i  oz.  ditto,  10  c. 

P.  S.  N.  C.  — i  oa.  to  any  place  in  Chili,  south  of  Valpa- 
raiso, 20  e. 

C.  8.  A.  de  V.-J  oz.  ditto  16  o. 

i  oz.  to  Bolivia  and  Peru,  a«  far  as  Callao,  10  e. 
{  oz.  North  of  Callao,  aa  far  as  Panama,  20  o. 

Thus  it  will  foe  seen  that  the  postage  to 
Peru  is  5  c.  let$  (the  letter  being  subject  to 
no  further  charge)  than  to  a  place  in  Chili. 

Aa  a  remedy  for  these  khUobob  difereneias 
the  following  is  proposed. 

Art.  l.^On  lettera,  manuicripts,  fto.,  sent  by  steamer, 
whether  Chilian  or  Foreign*  to  any  place  in  the  Itepublie. 
9  grammes  (about  \  oz.)      10  c,  &c. 


Art.  6.— On  letters  by  steamer  to  any  place  in  Sonth  and 
Central  America,  Mexico,  United  Stat^  and  West  Indiea. 
9  grammes  (about  \  oz.)        16  c,  dec 

So  far  so  good,  the  proposed  rates  are 
lower  than  those  now  paid.  But  now  we 
have  the  reverse. 

Art.  8.— On  letters  to  Europe,  Russinn  and  British 
America,  Greenland  (!),  Africa,  Asia,  and  Auatralia. 
9  grammes  26  c,  &c. 

Up  to  the  present,  letters  for  Europe,  Ac, 
posted  at  the  local  offices,  have  been  exempted 
from  the  payment  of  postage;  and  at  the 
British  and  French  Post  Office  Agencies  the 
prepayment  is  optional.  Under  the  new  ar- 
rangement letters  would,  in  every  case,  have 
to  be  prepaid. 

There  would  be  no  great  reason  to  complain 
of  the  rate,  if  we  had  not  to  pay  the  corres- 
ponding English  postage  as  well;  as  the 
Chilian  as  well  as  the  British  government 
pay  the  P.  S.  N.  Co.,  both  have  the  same 
right  to  charge  what  they  think  fit.  The 
postage  of  a  ^  oz.  letter,  vid  Panama,  would, 
therefore,  be :  Chilian,  50  c.  and  English 
45  c.=95  c,  which  is  too  much.  I  suppose 
that,  should  the  bill  in  question  become  law, 
the  British  Post  Office  Agency  would  cease 
to  exist,  unless  paid  letters  should  have 
first  to  be  taken  there  and  then  to  the  post- 
office. 

Art  9. — Letters  from  abroad  (Europe,  &c.)  siball  pay 
postage  according  to  the  rate  mentionea  in  Art.  8. 

This  charge  on  inward  letters  is  an  old 
grievance,  and  one  which  foreigners  take 
some  time  to  digest.  At  present  it  is  15  c. 
per  \  oz. 

Under  the  new  arrangement  the  recipient 
of  a  I  oz.  letter  would,  therefore,  have  to  pay 
50  c,  and  his  answer  would  cost  95  c.  (inclu- 
ding English  postage),  in  all  about  5,6, 
against  1/6  paid  by  the  sender  in  England. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that,  under  this 
arrangement,  the  gainers,  generally,  would 
be  the  natives.  One  would  be  inclined  to 
think  the  government  lost  by  the  post-office, 
that  they  could  not  afford  to  lower  the  post- 
age  in  one  case  without  raising  it  in  another. 
And  yet  it  is  not  so.  •  Last  year's  net  inctmie 
was  $40,000.  A  mode  of  increasing  this 
would  be  by  charging  postage  on  newspapcnj. 
which  are  carried  gratis  now. 
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THE  STAMPS  OP  PORTUGAL. 

BY  THE  REV.   K.  B.  BAILEB. 

Supplementary  Article. 
Thkough  the  kindness  of  Senor  A.  Gomeaf,  of 
Lisbon,  I  am  enabled  to  offer  to  mj  readers 
a  few  more  facts  concerning  the  Portugaese 
stamps,  which  may,  I  think,  be  of  general 
interest.  I  commented  in  my  first  article 
npon  the  great  number  of  25  reis  stamps  of 
Donna  Maria  to  be  met  with,  compared  with 
the  scarcity  of  the  other  values;  and  this 
arises  from  the  fact  that  the  postage  of  an 
ordinary  letter,  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom 
from  any  other  part,  was  then  (and  is  now) 
25  reis.  The  6  reis  stamp  was  used  for 
newspapers,  Ac, — 5  reis  for  every  sheet  of 
printed  matter.  In  the  twenty  years  which 
have  elapsed  since  1858  literature  has  made 
great  progress ;  and  I  need  scarcely  remind 
my  readers  that  in  the  time  of  Dcmn^a  .Maria 
comparcUively  few  newspapers  passed  through 
the  post.  This,  then,  will  accoimt  for  the 
rarity  of  the  5  reis.  None  of  the  Portu- 
guese stamps  have  ever  been  officially  de- 
clared obsolete ;  so  that  to  this  present  day 
any  stamps,  whether  of  Donna  Maria,  Don 
Pedro,  or  Don  Luiz,  would  serve  to  frank 
a  letter  through  the  post.  This  is  rather 
strange,  considering  how  very  well  the 
Donna  Maria  stamps  have  been  reprinted, 
because  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  old 
issues  (though  still  current,  if  any  private  in- 
dividual happen  to  possess  a  stock  of  them) 
are  no  longer  officially  sold.  With  regard 
to  the  printing  of  the  stamps,  there  are  three 
machines  at  the  goverimxent  printing  estab- 
lishment— two  for  i^e  25  reis,  and  one  for 
the  stamps  of  all  the  other  values.  One  of 
the  25  reis  machines  is  always  at  work,  and 
if  anything  happens  to  either  of  them,  the 
other  is  immediately  put  into  action,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  stoppage.  The  number  of 
offices  in  1853  which  were  empowered  to 
obliterate  stamps  was  219;  each  of  these 
offices  had,  as  I  have  before  described,  an 
obliteration  stamp  bearing  the  number  of 
the  office.  The  first  of  these  (No.  1)  was, 
and  is,  Lisbon,  and  the  last  (No.  219),  Villa 
Real  de  Santo  Antonio.  The  stamps  of  the 
current  series  were  engraved  by  Campos,  a 
Portuguese  engraver.      This  artist  has  fol- 


lowed pretty  closely  the  design  of  the  former 
type  engraved  by  C.  Wiener,  of  Belgium,  and 
has  succeeded  better ;  for  I  am  told  that  the 
carrent  stomps  bear  a  yerjr  faithful  repre- 
sentation  of  his  present  majesty,  Don  Luiz ; 
whereas  the  effigy  designed  by  Wiener  doas 
not  bear  the  remotest  resemblance  to  him. 
This  may  possibly  be  the  reason  why  the 
new  stamps  were  issued.  The  current 
stamps  are  all  printed  ia  sheets  of  28 ;  but 
from  1853  until  the  first  issue  of  Don  Luiz 
they  were  all  in  sheets  of  24  only.  The  240 
reis  of  the  present  type  has  at  last  put  in 
an  appearance,  and  has  now  been  in  use  for 
about  six  weeks. 

I  owe  an  apology  to  my  readers  for  the 
very  disconnected  and  fragmentary  style  of 
this  article,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
all  these  facts  reached  me  o/Ver  the  articles 
bearing  upon  the  subject  had  appeared  in 
print,  and  were>  consequently,  too  late  for 
insertion  in  their  proper  place.  It  is 
generally  the  fate  of  those  who  aspire  to 
philatelic  honours,  that  they  have  to  write 
their  articles  ^r^^,  and  Vien  receive  the  best 
part  of  their  information ;  and  1  think  they 
may  esteem  themselves  fortunate  if  the  in- 
formation comes  in  friendly  private  letters 
(as  in  my  case),  instead  of  in  hostile  public 
criticisms. 

NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

BT  AMATBUa. 

New  Granada. — ^Recently  there  has  come 
under  the  writer's  notice  a  fine  postmarked 
copy  of  the  5  oentavos  lilac,  issue  1859,  large 
figures,  on  laid  paper.  The  example  in 
question  is  on  paper  laid  with  the  lines  hori- 
zontally placed,  and  was  affixed  to  the 
original  letter  by  the  side  of  a  ten  centavos 
yellow-brown,  of  the  same  issue,  on  wove 
paper ;  the  lar^  postmark  BogotUy  in  an  oval 
frame,  obliterated  both  stamps  at  one  im- 
pression. The  genuine  nature  of  the  edition 
on  laid  paper  has  been  doubted  by  some,  de- 
nied by  others,  no  other  stamp  of  the  country 
being  printed  on  laid  paper ;  but  the  writer 
has  never  seen  reason  to  question  the  authen- 
ticity of  this  5  centavos.  This  is  ike  second 
instance  of  a  postmarked  copy  coming  to  his 
notice  from  an  indubitable  source,  and  is 
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chronicled  in  the  hope  of  helping  to  set  at 
rest  a  moot  point. 

Spain. — Tho  stamps  official! j  issued  for  the 
nse  of  the  chamber  of  deputies  amount  to  a 
large  number,  some  of  them  being  scarce. 

In  1872  two  stamps — one  blue,  the  other 
black — of  similar  design  were  issued ;  shield 
and  arms  surmounted  by  a  crown,  and  sup- 
ported by  laurels,  with  labels  above  and 
below;  the  lower  in  both  inscribed  el 
DiKECTOH  oral;  the  upper,  correob  y  tble- 
GRAFOS,  stamp  printed  in  blue ;  and  costmuni- 
CACIONES,  stamp  printed  in  black;  while  in 
the  centre,  on  a  scutcheon  of  pretence,  is  the 
cross  of  Savoy.  On  lately  scrutinising  a 
copy  before  mounting,  it  was  found  to  bo 
on  thick,  tjQt'edgedy  wove,  vjriting  paper. 
The  only  parallel  case  is  in  Guadalajara, 
1867  ;  4  reales,  on  a  bluish  paper;  qaadr'dle. 
Probably  the  specimens  now  sold  were 
struck  for  the  sake  of  complaisance ;  the  im- 
pressions which  cleared  the  post  being  hand- 
struck  on  the  letter  or  packet  after  it  was 
received  by  the  post  official  at  chamber 
or  senate  house. 

M.  Moens,  in  his  catalogue,  4th  edition, 
p.  41,  No.  15,  records — "  1851.  2  reales 
bletij  erreur  dHmpression."  The  normal 
colour  of  this  stamp  is  orange.  This  op- 
position of  colours  precludes  the  idea  of 
chemical  or  other  change,  and  as  the  only 
blue  stamp  in  the  series  is  the  6  reales,  the 
most  likely  idea  is  that  a  die  of  the  2  reales 
got  set  up  by  accident  in  a  sheet  of  the 
6  reales.  This  particular  error  has  not  come 
under  the  writer's  personal  notice,  but  in  the 
collection  of  M.  Herpin,  of  Paris,  was  a  copy 
of  the  6  cuartos,  1857,  printed  in  a  lovely 
azure  blue,  as  a  trial  of  colour ;  and  possibly 
M.  Moens'  original  may  have  so  originated. 
The  paper  tells  its  story,  being  a  fine  plate 
paper,  and  very  distinct  from  that  used  for 
the  series  of  stamps  as  issued. 

REVIEWS  OF  POSTAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Histoire  de  la  Poste  aux  Letlres,  depuis 
ses  originea  les  plus  anciennes  jusqu*  a  noe 
jours.  Par  Arthur  de  Eothschild.  Paris. 
8vo.     1873. 

TflE  author  of  the  work  before  us  is  not  un- 
known in  the  world  of  philatelists.      Pos- 


sessed' of  one  of  the  finest  collections  of 
stamps  and  envelopes  extant,  and  recognised 
as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  energetic  col- 
lectors in  Paris,  Baron  Arthur  de  Rothschild 
has  'from  time  to  time  contributed  papers  on 
subjects  of  philatelic  interest  to  the  jour- 
nals— chiefly,  we  believe,  to  Le  Timbre^Poste — 
and  in  1871  published  a  brochure  on  the  in- 
troduction of  the  postage  stamp  in  England, 
followed,  in  1872,  by  a  pamphlet  on  "  Penny 
Postage,'*  in  which  he  first  described  the 
various  proposals  submitted  to  the  Treasurr 
in  184^,  fcnd  especially  that  of  Samuel 
Forrester,  an  officer  in  the  Excise. 

The  present  occasion  is  the  subject  of  a 
work  of  larger  dimensions,  and  much  more 
extended  aim,  though  the  author  modestly 
disclaims  any  intention  of  being  more  than  a 
faithful  chronicler  of  facts. 

We  will  briefly  recount  the  contents  of  his 
book.  Af  fcer  denning  the  word  Post,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  disclose  the  result  of  his  researches 
into  ancient  literature,  so  far  as  they  bear  on 
the  subject;  and  thus  he  treats  of  the  Post 
among  the  Eastern  nations  of  old,  follows  it 
first  through  Greece,  and  then  the  republican 
days  of  Rome,  and  concludes  what  may  be 
termed  the  ancient  period  by  ite  history 
under  the  Caesars  and  the  later  Empire. 

Succeeding  chapters  deal  vri th  the  Middle 
Ages,  the  creation  of  maitres  de  posfe  in 
France,  the  ordonnances  of  the  kings  prior  to 
Henri  IV.,  and  through  a  multitude  of 
events  trace  the  history  of  the  office  down  to 
its  constitution  under  Louvois,  in  the  times 
of  Louis  XIV.  Passing  rapidly  by  the  Re- 
gency, Lotiis  Seize,  the  Revolution,  the  Em- 
pire, and  the  Restoration,  our  author  brings 
down  the  story  of  the  French  post-office  tall 
the  eve  of  the  great  postal  reforms  in 
England,  and  the  invention  of  the  postage 
stamp.  He  then,  leaving  France,  divei^ges, 
and  devotes  a  chapter  to  postal  affairs  among 
other  nations,  and  surveys  their  establish- 
ments, dwelling  particularly — with  much 
curious  and  novel  information — on  that  of 
Tour  and  Taxis,  so  recently  suppreffled. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  older  period, 
the  reform  initiated  in  England  by  Sir 
Rowland  Hill  is  next  treated  of,  and  a  well- 
merited  tribute  is  paid  to  his  enlighten«i 
and  far-seeing  views,  that  about  the  reign 
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of  Charles  II.  Francois  Velayer  had  con- 
C3ived  the  idea  of  a  postal  billet  or  ticket, 
marked  franco,  to  denote  post  paid,  is  held 
not  to  disentitle  Sir  Rowland  Hill  to  the  fall 
credit  of  being  the  originator  of  the  present 
system. 

After  considering  onr  postal  reform,  its 
results  and  probable  future,  the  author  turhs 
to  that  originated  in  France,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  postage  stamps  there.  He  then 
^ves  an  entire  chapter  to  the  organization  of 
the  post-office  among  our  neighbours,  with 
many  details  of  the  service ;  a  chapter  on  the 
methods  of  manufacture  of  postage  stamps 
follows ;  while  one  on  post  cards  finishes  the 
-work. 

Having  thus  given  a  brief  but  incomplete 
summary  of  th^  contents  of  the  book«  there 
remains  to  us  to  speak  of  the  execution  by 
the  author  of  his  self-imposed  task. 

In  the  preparation  of  his  materials, 
the  Baron  has  shown  unwearied  diligence, 
combined  with  g^eat  research.  From  Holy 
Writ  itself,  and  tha  pages  of  the  father  of 
history  (Herodotus),  to  the  most  recent 
articles  in  the  philatelic  press,  the  whole 
range  of  literature^  classic  and  modern, 
appears  to  have  been  laid  under  contribu- 
tion, and  the  result  has  been  the  collection 
of  a  series  of  authorities  which  we  venture  to 
affirm  will  lighten  the  task  of  all  future  his- 
torians, and  render  this  work  the  repertory 
of  all  authorities  for  time  to  come. 

The  only  objection  we  feel  disposed  to 
take  is,  that  the  author  gives  much  greater 
credit  to  his  readers  for  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  the  authorities  referred  to  than 
the  reading  of  most — even  well  educated — 
men  could  boast ;  but  in  these  days  of  book 
making  we  are  loth  to  find  a  fault  in  that 
Tvbich  80  honourably  distinguishes  this 
work. 

The  limits  of  our  space,  as  well  as  the 
design  of  our  magazine,  prevent  us  from 
entering  into  anything  like  a  critical  analysis, 
and  we  the  more  readily  refrain  as  the  author 
adheres  to  his  pledge,  and  contents  himself 
with  recording  facts  rather  than  advancing 
theories.  What  is  thought  in  Paris  of  the 
work  may  be  judged  from  the  highly  laud- 
atory and  lengthened  criifque  which  has 
recently  appeared  in  the  Journal  des  Debuts, 


Suffice  it,  therefore,  for  us  to  say  that  since 
stamp-collecting  has  been  a  recognised  pur- 
suit no  such  serious  contribution  to  its  lite- 
rature has  appeared,  and  those  who  at  times 
share  the  reproach  of  the  pursuit  may  feel 
that  a  work  like  the  pi*esent  redeems  its 
votaries  from  all  just  cause  of  exception. 
From  all  true  collectors  thanks  are  duo  to 
Baron  Rothschild ;  while  the  concluding 
lines  of  the  book,  in  which  an  international 
foreign  postage,  at  cheap  rates,  is  advocated, 
are  marked  with  the  spirit  of  enlightenment 
which,  has  rendered  his  family  name  so 
honoured  in  Europe,  and  show  that  the 
attentive  study  of  the  science  tends  to  enlarge 
the  views  and  encourage  the  development 
of  those  broader  principles  which  have  ren- 
dered the  British  postal  service  at  once  the 
admiration  and  model  of  the  civilized  world. 

We  ought  to  add  that  the  book  is  printed 
in  clear  type,  on  excellent  paper,  and  is  a 
pattern  of  a  substantial,  plain,  well  got  up 
work.  Its  price  (3  francs)  can  hardly  de- 
fray the  cost  of  production.  We  hear  the 
first  edition  is  already  exhausted,  and  that  a 
second  may  shortly  be  expected  to  appear. 

OBITUARY. 

The  death  of  a  gentleman  who  in  his  day 
did  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  phi- 
lately— Monsieur  Justin  H.  Lalliee— is  an- 
nounced  in  the  current  number  of  the 
Gazette  des  Timbres.  We  are  sure  the  news 
will  be  received  by  all  our  readers  with  sin- 
cere regret.  M.  Lallier's  principal  work  was 
the  album  which  bears  his  name.  In  later 
years  its  value  to  collectors  of  postage 
stamps  has  been  impaired  by  the  inclusion 
within  its  pages  of  space  for  a  number  of 
fiscal  stamps ;  but  the  early  editions  were 
ail  unqualified  boon  to  collectors,  for  they 
first  rendered  possible  a  scientific  arrange- 
ment of  the  various  emissions.  M.  Lallier, 
at  his  decease,  was  in  his  fiftieth  year. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

Thr  lyraoDrcnoN  of  the  Post  iirro  Japan  dates 
back  but  a  very  f^w  yean  indeed,  yet  2,500,000  letters 
were  already  curried  by  the  native  post  last  year. 

Tub  rosTAL-CAHD  Manufacture  at  Spuinofibld, 
&Ia8Sm  are  now  shipping  700,000  and  800,000  cards  daily, 
and  will  soon  increase  the  number  to  1,000}000.    The  cs- 
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timate  of  the  Poatmatter^Genenil  was  that  100,000,000 
pofttal-cards  would  be  purchased  this  year.  Up  to  this 
time — less  than  three  months  since  they  were  issued 
— over  50,000,000  have  been  ordered,  and  the  probabilities 
are  that  the  consumption  this  year  will  bo  double  the 
estimate. 

Ocean  Post  Cakd9.— The  negotiations  which  were 
being  carried  on  between  our  government  and  that  of  the 
United  States  for  tlie  issue  of  thrcehalfpenny  post  cards, 
to  which  we  alluded  in  a  recent  number,  have^  according 
to  Tfie  Timts  Philadelphia  correspondent,  suddenly  failed. 
The  British  postal  authorities  decline  the  proposition, 
which  originated  on  the  American  side,  on  the  ground 
that  they  do  not  wish  to  reduce  the  postage  below  the 
present  rate  of  threepence  per  half  ounce.  We  accept 
this  intelligence  with  much  reserve. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  UOME-MADE  PEUMAXENT  ALBUM. 
To  the  Editor  o/***  The  Stamp-Collector's  Maqazinb." 

Dear  Sir, — In  continuation  of  the  letter  you  kindly 
inserted  in  your  June  number,  I  proceed  further  to  descriM 
my  album. 

1  may  as  well  state,  to  commence  with,  that  I  am  a 
follower  of  the  so-called  English  school  of  Philately ;  not 
a  bigoted  one,  but  nmply  b^ute  I  cannot  afford  to  make 
anything  like  a  ]>erfect  collection  on  what  I  acknowledge 
to  be  the  more  scientific  principles,  and  have  at  the  same 
time  a  laudable  ambition  to  make  one  which  shall  be 

rjrfect,  as  far  as  possible,  of  its  kind :  the  arrangements 
am  about  to  describe  are  only  suitable  to  collections  of  a 
similar  nature  to  my  own ;  the  pages  I  described  in  my 
last  letter,  may  of  course  be  used  lor  a  collection  of  any 
description. 

My  arrangement  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  adopted 
by  llallier  and  other  makers  of  albums,  in  which  a  ruled 
space,  more  or  less  appropriate  in  size  and  shape,  is 
allotted  to  each  stamp ;  out  my  groat  object  has  been  to 
improve  the  appearance  of  my  pages,  oy  making  the 
spaces  considerably  larger  than  the  stamps  which  are  to 
occupy  them,  and  I  thinic  I  need  hardly  assure  you  that  the 
improvement  is  immense ;  I  give  to  each  stamp  of  ordi- 
nary size,  such  as  the  English  and  French,  a  space  of  1 1  -9th 
inch  wide,  and  1  3- 10th  inch  deep ;  this  allows  of  three 
rows  of  eight  spaces  each,  as  tue  utmost  that  can  be 
placed  on  each  page,  leaving  ]  inch  at  the  top  and  bottom, 
inside  the  margin  line,  and  half  the  width  of  one  of  the 
spaces  at  the  sides  iind  between  the  rows.  For  larger 
stamps,  I  of  course  make  laiger  spaces,  and  only  two  rows 
on  each  page. 

I  have  attempted  nothing  in  the  way  of  elaborate 
ornamentation,  as  I  do  not  consider  that  anything  more 
ornamental  than  the  stamps  is  required.  I  simply  rule  the 
lines  in  Indian  ink,  and  print  the  name  of  the  country  in 
block  letters  at  the  upper  left-  hand  comer,  and  the  date 
of  each  issue  immediately  above  the  spaces  for  it. 

I  secure  each  stamp  in  its  place  with  a  small  hinge  of 
thin  paper ;  postcards  and  whole  envelopes  I  secure  in  a 
similar  manner,  attaching  the  hinges  to  the  latter  at  the 
edge  furthest  firom  the  stamp,  and  placing  them  on  the 
page  in  such  a  manner  that  they  may  Up  over  one 
another,  and  only  show  the  stamp,  and  so  much  of  the 
envelope  as  is  necessary,  the  hinges  allowing  of  their 
being  turned  up  for  the  inspection  of  the  flap  ornaments, 
&o. 

With  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  issues  of  par- 
ticular countries,  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  any  verr 
original  suggestions  to  offer,  except  that  I  have  placed 


those  of  Germany  and  of  Austria  and  Austrian  Italy  in 
two  rows  on  each  page,  placing  in  the  former  ease  the 
silbcr  groechen  above  the  corresponding  kreuzer  series, 
and  in  the  latter,  the  kreuzer  issues  above  the  eon«s- 
ponding  oentesimi  and  soldi,  calling  them  simply  Gernuwr 
and  Austria,  believing  the  division  into  North  and  South 
Gennany  to  be  somewhat  arbitrary,  and  that  the  soldi 
issues  were  not  employed  exclusively  in  Austrian  Italv. 

With  many  apologies  for  troubling  you  again  with  so 
long  a  letter, 

I  remain,  yours  trulv, 

^oncich.  '  '  CHETH. 


THE  CBILUN  ENVELOPES. 
To  the  Editor  o/"  The  St.vmp-Coluectou*»  Maoazixe." 

Dear  Sir, — The  20  c.  envelope  has  at  length  put  in  sn 
appearance,  and,  as  you  will  see  by  the  specimen  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  enclose,  is  of  a  rather  unwieldy  size, 
whicn  is  the  only  one  in  which  it  is  to  be  issued.*  Of  the 
10  c.  and  15  c.  there  will  be  no  varieties  of  size;  of  the6t. 
the  two  already  in  use ;  while  of  the  2  c.  there  will  be 
three,  two  corresponding  to  those  of  the  6  c,  and  the 
third  the  smallest  of  the  series.  The  laat-mentioaed  en- 
velope has  not  yet  been  issued,  but  its  appearance  cannot 
be  delaved  very  much  longer. 

All  the  15  c.  and  20  e.  which  I  have  seen  are  on  white 
paper,  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  delicacy  of  the 
colours  will  not  permit  of  their  being  stamped  on  tinted 
paper.  When  it  was  announced  that  all  the  raloes  were 
to  oe  printed  on  three  Idnds  of  paper,  it  had  been  decided 
to  entrust  the  making  to  the  American  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany, and  to  have  them  stamped  in  ihi  colours  of  the 
corresponding  adhesives,  which  are  the  reverse  of  delicate. 

I  foi:^  to  state  above  that  the  20  c.  was  iaaued  at  the 
beginning  of  this  month. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  trolj* 

Valpm-miso,  L.  W.  METER. 

*  [The  20  0.  Chilian  envelope  reeeivod  ineasuiea  71 
inches  by  4  inches. — Ed.] 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  S.  PKAnRAN,Victoria.— We  are  much  obliged  for  the 
specimen  of  the  halfpenny  Victorian  stamp,  the  only  one 
we  have  vet  seen.    It  is  described  in  the  present  uuraWf. 

W.  S.  G.,  Manchester.— Many  thank*  for  communica- 
tion of  the  stamp  and  post  card  issued  by  the  private 
Berlin  office,  and  described  from  your  spceimeDs  in  our 
last. 

E.  P.,  St.  Petersburg. — We  are  glad  to  find  the  article 
published  in  these  pages  on  the  Russian  locals  meets  }*our 
approval,  and  shall  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  receiv- 
ing'the  statistics  you  so  kindly  promise. 

Perplexity.— The  three  transverse  bars  by  which 
numbers  of  Spanish  stamps  are  obliterated,  are  not  a  post- 
mark propeny  so  called,  seeing  that  the  stamps  on 
which  they  figure  wen  never  used  on  letios.  They 
are  the  remnants  of  unused  stock,  and  to  prevent  their 
being  fraudulently  employed,  they  are  caDceUed  in  sheets 
by  means  of  these  bars. 

Mk.  Frank  A.  Gbat,  Philadelphia.— Our  publishes 
have  no  copies  of  the  18th  edition  of  their  Price  Catalogue 
on  hand. — Some  of  the  numbers  of  The  Stamp-OoiUetor* 
Magazine  are  out  of  print,  but  most  of  them  can  be  ob- 
tained at  6d.  each,  post  free.  The  prepared  coven  will 
hold  twelve  numbers  including  advertisement  sheets. 
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SPANISH  PHILATELTCO-LEQAL 
CHRONOLOGY. 

BT  DON  M.   P.   PE  FIOUEKOA. 

(Continued  from  p«i€  101.^ 

1854. 

\$t  Scpiemher.—^Theki  the  stamps  for  the 
internal  correspondence  of  the  towns  shall  be 
sold  at  two  cuarios ;  those  for  letters,  cir- 
culating throughout  the  kingdom,  at  four 
cuarios;  and  for  double-weight  letters,  at 
eight ;  *  those  for  the  Antilles,  at  one  real ; 
and  thos3  for  the  Philippines,  at  two  reales. 
That  the  currency  of  the  new  stamps  for 
Spain  shall  commence  on  the  Ist  November 
(1854)  ;  of  those  for  the  Antilles,  on  the  1st 
January ;  and  of  those  for  the  Philippines, 
on  the  Ist  April  (1855). 

(The  statement  made  at  p.  41  of  M.  Moons's 
^prork,  Les  TiinbreS'Posie  Illustrh^  to  the  efiPect 
that  the  2  c.  of  the  issue  of  November,  1854, 
was  intended  solely  for  service  in  Madrid,  is 
erroneous,  for  the  decree  clearly  states  that 
it  was  to  be  employed  in  all  the  towns  in 
Spain  for  the  district  correspondence) • 

15//a  December, — That  the  postage  stamps 
to  be  issued  in  the  ensuing  year  (1855),  shall 
bear  the  bust  of  the  Queen,  and  in  order  that 
every  care  and  precaution  may  bo  taken  in 
engraving  the  dies,  to  prevent  forgery,  the 
issue  shall  not  take  place  until  the  1st 
April. 

18/A  December. — Concerning  the  convey- 
ance and  prepayment,  by  means  of  stamps,  of 
the  correspondence  between  the  Spanish 
Colonies  and  the  metropolis. 

1855. 

Slh  March. — That  on  and  after  the  Ist 
April  the  stamps  with  the  bust  of  the  Queen 
will  be  used,  and  that  the  governors  of  pro- 
vinces are  charged  to  see  that  proper  sup- 
plies are  distributed  to  the  offices. 

26/ A  June. — Price  of  the  colonial  stamps, 
and  mode  of  prepaying  the  letters  between 
those  parts  and  Spain. 

28//t  September. — That  the  prepayment  of 
periodicals  by  means  of  postage  stamps  wiU 
be  permitted  by  the  central  administration. 

•Although  ordered  by  the  decree,  the  eight  cuarto 
stamps  were  never  issued  [M.  P.  de  F.] 

VOL.  XI.       Ko.  131. 


2%th  December. — That  whereas  some  of 
the  postage  stamps  are  printed  on  bluish  and 
others  on  white  paper,  the  stamps  of  both 
classes  may  be  accepted  as  genuine,  provided 
they  answer  the  necessary  conditions  in  all 
other  respects. 

1856. 

15/^  Fdbrnartf. — That  after  the  1st  July, 
the  prepayment  by  means  of  stamps  of  all 
the  public  correspondence  of  the  peninsula 
and  the  adjacent  isles  will  ho  obligatory. 
That  the  postage  of  printed  matter  shall  ba 
prepaid  by  means  of  postage  stamps,  and 
that  of  periodicals  by  an  impre^ed  stamp  ;  ^ 
the  journals  which  do  not  b3ar  it  will  be 
stopped. 

llih  March, — A  list  is  forwarded  to  the 
civil  governors  of  the  authorities  and  func- 
tionaries entitled  to  use  the  official  stamps, 
with  a  request  that  care  be  taken  to  supply 
them  with  the  said  stamps. 

13//i  March. — That  the  prepayment  of  pe- 
riodicals by  means  of  an  impressed  stamp, 
shall  be  extended  to  those  addressed  to  the 
colonies. 

4:th  April. — Treats  of  forged  stamps  and 
their  employment  notably  on  letters  from 
Seville,  indicates  the  differences  which  exist 
between  them  and  the  genuine  stamps,  one 
of  which  is  that  the  imitations  change  colour 
when  held  before  a  fire. 

11^^  April. — That  stamps  printed  on  con- 
tinuous paper,  and  without  any  transparent 
marks,  may  be  accepted  as  genuine,  provided 
they  fulfil  the  other  conditions  of  authen- 
ticity, and  that  advice  must-  be  given  to  the 
governor  of  the  province  whenever  a  letter  is 
met  with  bearing  a  false  or  washed  (qij., 
chemically-changed)  stamp. 

2l8t  June. — That  postage  stamps  may  be 
received  in  payment  of  the  stamp  duty  on 
periodicals. 

26th  June. — That  when  an  unpaid  letter 
is  observed  bearing  the  words  "have  no 
stamps,''  the  postal  administration  shall 
give  notice  of  the  fact  io  the  director  of  the 
finance  department. 

*  That  is  to  say  a  stamp  struck  on  the  journal  itself. 
For  full  details  of  the  different  types  of  impressed  journal 
stamps  in  use  in  Spain,  the  reader  is  refern^  to  an  article 
by  the  present  wnter,  published  in  the  Madrid  journal, 
hi  Averigitador^  of  the  15th  Aug.,  1871  [M.  P.de  F.] 
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11th  and  22iid  August — That  the  public 
corraspondenca  of  authorities  who  are  entitled 
to  use  the  official  stamps,  with  others  who 
have  not  that  privilege,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  latter,  subject  to  the  obligation  of  re- 
presenting the  postage  by  means  of  ordinary 
stamps,  which  shall  be  attached  to  the  letter, 
obliterated  in  ths  receiver's  presence,  and 
kept  by  the  department  to  serve  as 
vouch  3r3. 

6th  S'p'emhsr, — That  when  a  letter  is 
obierved  to  be  prepaid  with  false  or  doubtful 
stamps,  such  as  have  been  noticed  on  letters 
from  Ecej^  and  Malaga,  it  shall  be  forwarded 
under  cover'to  the  postmaster  of  the  town 
whence  it  was  received,  in  order  that  he  may 
institute  inquiries  with  a  view  to  trace  the 
fraud. 

27th  Octther, — That  no  consideration  shall 
b3  shown  towards  employee  who  neglect  to 
take  the  measures  prescribed  by  the  decree 
of  the  16th  March,  1854,  for  the  detection  of 
f  jrged  and  used  stamps. 

28//t  Novemhir. — That  pending  the  issue 
of  official  stamps  in  the  colonies,  letters  to  the 
authorities  of  the  Peninsula  shall  be  delivered 
free,  provided  they  are  addressed  "  On  Pub- 
lic Service,"  and  bear  the  stamp  of  the  for- 
warding official. 

1857. 

2nd  January. — Refers  to  the  newly  dis- 
covered, fraudulent  practice  of  varnishing 
stamps,  in  order  to  render  more  easy  the 
effacemont  of  the  obliterating  marks,  and 
makes  applicable  to  this  practice  the  provi- 
sions of  the  decree  of  the  16th  March,  1854. 

17 fh  March. —^Thfit  the  stamps  which  pay 
the  postage  paid  on  letters  returned  from 
abroad,  must  be  stuck  on  the  envelope  («/c), 
and  obliterated  with  a  pen-and-ink  cross, 
instead  of  with  the  usual  handstamp. 

16//i  and  24/A  June. — That  the  correspond- 
ence of  S3nators  and  deputies  shall  circulate 
free  when  it  bsars  an  impression  from  the 
special  stamp  inscribed,  Senado  or  Gongreso 
de  1)8  Bipulados,  and  that  letters  addressed 
to  the  said  senators  must  be  prepaid  by  the 
senders. 

12lh  Jul  If. — That  many  official  letters  are 
forwarded  which  do  not  bear  the  official 
stamps  according  to  the  regulation,  therefore, 
postal  employes  are  warned  to  be  strict  in 


enforcing  the  law,  and  not  to  allow  the  un- 
stamped letters  to  circulate. 

ISth  Aagnnt. — Gives  a  description  of  the 
differences  between  the  genuine  stamps  and 
certain  counterfeits  discovered  in  Almeria, 
in  order  that  the  vigilance  of  the  postal 
officials  in  detecting  the  frauds  may  be 
redoubled. 

14<A  Sepfemher. — That  the  surplus  stamps 
in  branch  offices  shall  be  obliterated  by 
means  of  a  pon-and-ink  cross. 


CORRIGENDA. 
Page  101.'  Decree  of  8th  Oct.,  1853. 
For  "  the  stamps  of  that  value  will  conse- 
quently be  issued,"  rea*l  "  the  3  cnartos 
stamps  will  consequently  be  sold  at  one 
euarto." 


THE  CITY  DELIVERY   POSTS  OP 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 

BY  0.  H.   COSTER. 

^Continued  from  pa^e  70.y 
THE   CALIFOBNIAN   PENNY   POST   CO. 

A.  (vide  vol.  x.  page  149). — A  third  variety 
has  just  app3ared.  It  is  of  the  value  of  7  c, 
on  an  extra  large  letter-size  envelope.  The 
word  FOR  is  replaced  by  care  of  (in  script). 
No.  and  STREET  are  in  ordinary  script,  instead 
of  backhand,  and  the  sentence  comm3ncing 
"  The  party,"  &c.,  is  omitted  altogether. 

E. — This  was  briefly  noticed  on  page  67, 
but  the  accompanying  illastration  renders 
further  comment  unnecessary.  On  the  re- 
verse is  printed  the    penny    post    compa\t, 

OFFICE,  135,  CALIFORNIA  ST.,  SAN  FTtANCTSOf>. 
LETTERS  ENCLOSED  IN  THE  ENVELOPES  OF  THE 
PENNY-POST  COMPANY  AND  DEPOSITED  IN  AST 
POST-OFFICE,  ARE  DELIVERED  IMMEDLATELT  OS 
THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  MAII^  I.V  SAN 
FRANCISCO,  SACRAMENTO,  STOCKTON,  BENEOIA, 
MARYSVILLE,  COLOMA,  NEVADA,  GRASS  VALLET, 
MOKELUMNE   HILL. 

F.  (also  illustrated)  is  printed  on  an  ordi- 
nary buff  envelope,  prepaid  by  a  3  c.  stamp 
of  the  1851  rssue,  and  dated  February  21. 

N.  B. — The  electrotypes  differ  in  many  pj»r- 
ticulars  from  the  original  envelopes,  but  are 
sufficiently  close  to  give  a  pretty  falrapprox- 
mate  idaa. 
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TO  THE  PENNY  POST  CO. 


^^^*^^^^^*^^^*0^0't0^^*0^^m0^0* 


M 


or„.. 


^0. 


Street, 


The  p«rt7  whose  nomo  is  on  this  BoTolope  is  hereby  authorised  to  open  the  same  and  appropriate  its  eontents. 


PostA^  mast  be  paid  in  advoncey  otherwise  year  Letter  will  not  be  forwarded* 


Copy-Bight  Secured. 

I^E'ITKRS  •»eloe«d  in  tl&ese  Envelopes,  Papers, 
and  other  mail  matter,  Small  Psroels,  Dagnerteotypcs, 
&c,  directed  to  the  Agent  of  the  Penny-Post  Co.  and  de- 
posited in  Airr  Post  Office,  -will  be  deliveved  Imme- 
dUiteljr  on  the  distribution  of  the  Moils,  in  B^ir  Fbak- 
ciscx),  SACBAVXirro,  Mabtsvuxx  and  Btooktov,  nnd 
la  tkee«  cities  only  for  tbe  present. 


eALIFORNIA 

renny  Voatage, 


PAID 


The  writer  requests  the  Post  Uaster  to  deliver  this  to 

Agent  of  the  Penny-Post  Co. 


Box  6,006. 


SAN  FBANCISCO, 

CAL. 


ThoP  P.  Co.  will  please  deliver  to 

S.  Mr.  COUSJXSf  Front  Street. 
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ON  THE  VARIOUS  MODES 
OF  PRINTING  POSTAGE   STAMPS. 

A   PRIZE  ESSAY. 

By  Dr.  Magnus,  Editor  of  La  Oautte  du  Timbres, 

This  subject  is  one  of  the  most  important 
which  could  possibly  engage  the  attention  of 
stamp  amateurs.  From  its  careful  study  is 
derived  the  means  of  gaining,  in  many  in- 
stances, a  more  perfect  acquaintance  with 
stamps  and  the  power  of  distinguishing 
counterfeits, — those  plagues  to  young  col- 
lectors. That  it  is  the  only  means,  we  do  not 
pretend  to  say ;  on  the  contrary,  we  willingly 
recognise  that  the  study  of  watermarks  and 
perforations  will  render  no  less  important 
services,  as  also  the  comparative  analysis 
of  the  details  of  the  design.  But  very  often 
the  mode  of  impression  alone  will  suffice  to 
determine  the  rejection  of  a  false  stamp. 
This  point  of  view  seems  to  us  to  have  been 
singularly  neglected  by  English  amateurs. 
We  frequently  admire  the  scrupulous  care 
which  they  take  to  describe  every  particular- 
ity of  the  design  which  forms  a  test  of  gen- 
uineness ;  but  they  appear  hardly  to  think  of 
the  efficacy  of  that  simple  statement, — the 
true  stamp  is  typographed,  the  false  is  litho- 
graphed. We  may  mention,  for  example, 
the  essays  published  in  last  year's  Philattlisf, 
referring  to  the  issues  of  Orange  Free  State, 
Salvador,  Sydney  N.S.W.,  Costa  Rica,  Pacific 
Steam  Navigation  Co.,  Straits  Settlements, 
Bolivia,  and  (more  recently)  Cuba  and  Nica- 
ragua. 

The  excellence  of  this  mode  of  distinguish- 
ing the  true  stamp  from  its  counterfeit,  is 
explained  by  the  very  raison  (Velre  of  the 
false  stamps.  When  a  stamp  is  issued  for  a 
postal  service,  so  large  is  the  number  printed 
off,  that  the  engraving  expenses  spread  over 
the  whole,  are  reduced  to  next  to  nothing. 
The  forger,  on  the  other  hand,  can  only 
count  on  a  restricted  number  of  amateurs. 
Hence  he  finds  himself  obliged  to  employ  a 
less  costly  method  than  that  of  engraving  in 
iaille-donce  or  epargne*  Above  all,  he  cannot 
obtain  the  assistance  of  distinguished  artists, 
such  as  those  employed  by  the  governments, 
whose  self-respect  would  forbid  their  lower- 

•  The  explanation  of  these  terms  is  given  further  on  by 
the  author. — Ed. 


ing  themselves  by  contact  with  unworthy 
counterfeits.  It  is,  therefore,  generally  speak- 
ing, on  lithography  that  he  falls  back ;  and 
acquaintance  with  this  fact  may  lead  to  the 
rapid  discovery  of  the  fraud. 

It  is  at  this  point  of  view  that  we  place 
ourselves  in  making  the  following  examinn- 
tion ;  and  without  dwelling  on  any  other 
considerations,  we  will  enter  at  once  on  the 
subject.  In  putting  the  question  which 
forms  the  object  of  this  article,  the  editor  of 
The  PhilatelUt  certainly  had  not  the  intention 
of  requiring  a  minute  description  of  the  pro- 
cesspss  employed  in  printing.  We  believe 
we  are  thoroughly  satisfying  his  desire  in 
explaining,  as  clearly  as  possible  in  their 
principal  features  (1),  the  different  kinds  of 
engraving ;  (2)  lithography ;  (3)  the  impres- 
sions which  it  is  possible  to  obtain  from  the 
plates;  and,  lastly,  the  means  of  distinguish- 
ing between  the  products  of  these  methods. 
That  is  the  course  we  shall  pursue. 

The  plate  whence  the  impression  is  taken 
may  present  itself  under  three  different 
aspects.  The  design  of  the  stamp  may  appear 
either  sunken,  or  in  relief,  or  on  an  entirely 
level  surface.  To  these  three  conditions  of 
the  plate  correspond  three  modes  of  printing ; 
but  it  is  indispensable  that  we  should  first 
explain  the  preparation  of  the  plate,  in  order 
to  make  the  system  of  printing  comprehen- 
sible. 

In  the  first  mentioned  process,  as  we  have 
said,  the  design  of  the  stamp  appears  sunken- 
After  having  reproduced  the  details  of  the 
design  on  a  metallic  plate,  covered  with  a  coat 
of  varnish,  the  lines  are  all  cut  into  ihe 
metal  by  means  of  a  burin.  Only  the  blank 
portions  remain  untocched.  Or  else  the 
lines  are  cut  in  the  varnish  down  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  metal,  the  varnish  in  the  lines  is 
removed,  and  an  acid  poured  over  the  plate, 
which  fills  the  cuttings,  and  so  bites  into  the 
plate  itself,  as  to  produce  thereon  the  corres- 
ponding hollows.  When  the  acid  is  con- 
sidered to  have  acted  sufficiently  on  the 
metal,  it  is  washed  off,  the  plate  is  cleaned 
with  some  spirit,  and  then  the  finer  lines  are 
touched  up  with  the  burin .  This  mode  of  en- 
graving is  caVed  taiUn-douce  (copper-plate) 
engraving.  When  it  is  desired  to  Ukke  an 
I  impression  from  the  plate,  the  ink  is  made 
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to  penetrate  into  the  sunken  parts  by  means 
of  a  pad;  and  the  plate  is  then  carefully 
"wiped,  so  that  no  trace  of  the  ink  may  remain 
on  the  untouched  portions.  The  sheet  of 
paper  applied  to  the  surface,  and  submitted 
to  a  strong  pressure,  takes  up  the  ink  in  the 
furrows ;  and  when  it  is  withdrawn,  the  de- 
sign appears  on  it.  But,  and  this  a  very 
important  circumstance  to  be  immediately 
noted,  the  cuttings  in  the  plate  seem  to  pro- 
duce corresponding  projections  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  paper.  This  is  easily  explained ; 
those  parts  of  the  sheet  covered  by  the  design 
have,  by  the  pressure,  been  to  some  extent 
driven  into  the  indents  on  the  plate  to  take 
up  the  ink. 

Taille-douce  engraving  is  practised  on  cop- 
per and  on  steel.  Printing  from  plates  is 
also  called  taille-donce  printing.  The  old 
*'  native  '*  stamps  of  Mauritius,  engraved  by 
Mr.  Barnard;  the  1853-4  Luzon,  the  Sydney 
views,  the  laureated  New  South  Wales 
(rough  stamps,  on  which  it  is  most  easy 
to  recognise  the  standing  out  of  the  ink), 
alEord  philatelists  the  opportunity  of  tho- 
roughly acquainting  themselves  with  this 
system  of  impression  and  its  characteristics. 
Among  other  better-engraved  stamps,  we 
may  mention  the  English  penny  and  two- 
penny, the  first  two  emissions  of  Belgium 
and  Saxony,  the  Neapolitan,  and  Sicilian 
stamps ;  and,  in  general,  the  United  States 
stamps,  and  those  of  other  American  States, 
which  emanate  from  the  aieliers  of  the  Amer- 
ican and  the  National  Bank-No te  companies, 
respectively. 

In  the  second  process,  the  design  appears 
in  relief.  In  this  instance,  the  burin  re- 
moves all  which  is  not  design,  that  is  to  say, 
the  blanks.  This  is  called  e^argne  engraving, 
or  cutting  in  relief ;  thus  named  because  the 
parts  which  bear  the  design  are  epargncs 
(preserved),  and  because  they  form  the 
relief.  The  roller,  impregnated  with  print- 
er's ink,  leaves  the  ink  on  those  portions  of 
the  surface  which  are  in  relief.  The  sheet 
of  paper,  applied  to  the  plate  and  submitted 
to  the  necessary  pressure,  is  covered  with 
the  details  of  the  design  ;  but  whilst  in  the 
preceding  process  the  design  causes  those 
parts  of  the  paper  on  which  it  is  received  to 
project,  in  the  present  instance,  the  contrary 


efEect  is  produced  :  the  printed  portions  pro- 
duce an  indent  on  the  front  or  the  surface  of 
the  sheet,  and  a  corresponding  relief  at  the 
back.  More  than  this,  when  the  pressure  at 
the  back  of  the  sheet  is  at  all  strong,  the  in- 
termediate blank  parts  of  the  design  (which 
are  cut  into  the  plate)  cause  a  slight  bulg- 
ing of  the  surface  of  the  paper,  which  might 
be  taken  for  a  faint  embossment.  This 
may  be  perceived  on  the  Swiss  stamps 
(Helvetia  fall-faced),  and  the  stamps  of  Ba- 
varia with  numeral  in  centre.  When,  instead 
of  a  design,  the  stamp  is  composed  of  an 
assemblage  of  printing  types,  the  result  is 
the  same.  Hence  the  name,  typographic  im- 
pression. We  may  cite  as  examples,  the 
current  stamps  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
greater  portion  of  the  British  Colonies  on 
glazed  paper,  emanating  from  Messrs.  De 
La  line's  manufactory;  the  Hawaiian  stamps 
with  numeral  in  centre,  those  of  France, 
Spain,  Modena,  Parma,  the  Roman  States, 
Tuscany,  Greece,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and 
many  other  countries ;  for  it  is  by  means  of 
the  typographic  process  that  the  majority  of 
the  stamps  now  in  circulation  are  obtained. 
In  the  third  method,  the  surface  whence 
the  impression  is  taken  is  quite  level.  We 
refer  to  the  lithographic  process.  Everybody 
knows  that  Aloys  Senefelder  was  its  inven- 
tor. A  particular  calcareous  stone,  which  is 
almost  peculiar  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Solenhofen,  being  obtained,  and  the  side 
which  is  to  be  used  for  printing  being  suffi- 
ciently levelled  and  pounced,  the  design  is 
drawn  with  a  pen  dipped  in  a  greasy  ink,  or 
with  a  greasy  pencil,  and  the  operation  is 
terminated  by  the  application  to  the  entire 
surface  of  a  liquid  composed  of  a  solution  of 
gum,  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  or  azotic 
acid.  The  object  of  the  acidulation  is  to 
clean  the  stone,  and  fix  the  writing,  or  design, 
by  rendering  the  ink  or  other  substance  in- 
soluble in  water.  By  this  means,  these  two 
substances,  combining  with  that  of  the  stone, 
render  the  latter  insensible  to  the  action  of 
the  oily  matter  contained  in  the  printing-ink. 
The  roller,  full  of  ink,  runs  over  the  surface 
of  the  stone,  and  adheres  only  on  the  lines 
of  the  design  or  writing,  the  water,  applied 
to  the  surface  by  means  of  a  sponge,  pre- 
venting the  ink  from  penetrating   at  any 
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other  point.  It  only  remains  to  place  the 
sheet  of  paper  and  pass  the  stone  under  the 
rack,  or  the  compressing  cylinder.  The  re- 
sult of  this  system  of  printing  will  be  a 
design  which  causes  no  bulging  of  the  sur- 
face either  in  front  or  at  the  back,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  gives  the  paper  a  glossy  look. 

Thus  we  have  summarily  indicated  the 
three  modes  of  printing. 

1.  Taille  douce. 

2.  Typographic,  or  e^argne, 

3.  Lithographic. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  the  reader 
that  the  operation  may  be  effected  either  by 
means  of  a  hand-press  or  a  steam-press,  the 
results  not  being  affected  by  the  machine 
employed.  Nothing  seems  easier,  at  first 
sight,  than  to  distinguish  the  products  of  the 
different  modes.  Let  us  see  what  are  the 
difficulties  which  may  render  the  distinction 
exceedingly  embarrassing. 

Engraving  in  taiHe-douce  is  generally  done 
on  copper  or  steel,  but  a  lithographic  stone 
may  be  employed ;  in  which  case,  a  coating 
of  lamp-black  mixed  with  gum- water  is  ap- 
plied; and  the  design  is  cut  through  the 
coating  down  to  the  stone,  by  means  of  a 
steel  point  or  a  diamond.  A  pad  charged 
with  a  greasy  ink,  and  passed  across  the 
stone,  does  not  affect  the  gummed  parts ;  but 
the  ink  penetrates  in  the  exposed  portions, 
and  forms  on  its  contact  with  the  stone  an 
insoluble  soap.  The  rest  of  the  impression 
is  the  same,  but  the  first  proofs  will  possess 
the  relief  which  characterises  taille-douce  im- 
pressions,— a  relief  which  will  gradually 
disappear  with  the  wearing  of  the  stone.  As 
an  instance  of  this  kind  of  printing  we  may 
mention  the  2d.  Victoria  (Queen  on  throne)  ; 
of  which  the  first  copies,  coloured  brown, 
have  quite  the  appearance  of  tailie-douce  im- 
pressions ;  whilst  the  later  specimens,  black- 
ish or  a  violet  tinge,  show  no  trace  of 
the  characteristic  relief,  but  present  a  blur- 
red ground,  the  design  having  been  partly 
effaced  by  long  use  of  the  plate. 

Typographic  printing  is  executed  either 
by  the  aid  of  a  composition  of  printing  types, 
or  by  the  aid  of  a  plate  engraved  in  relief. 
In  many  cases  wood-engraving  suffices  for 
the  service  required.  Woods  of  the  closest 
and  finest  grain  are  chosen,  such  as  box  or 


pear.  They  are  cut  crosswise,  that  is  to  say, 
in  the  contrary  direction  to  that  of  the  fibres, 
so  as  to  prevent  their  catching  under  tho 
action  of  the  tool.  Copper  and,  above  ^l, 
steel  are  worked  in  the  same  manner  as  m 
taille-dtmce  engraving,  only  the  work  is  in- 
terverted,  and  the  entire  sheet  of  dies  is 
made  up  by  clichSs  obtained  from  the  original 
matrix.  As  examples  of  Spargne^  or  relief 
engraving  on  steel,  and  of  the  typographic 
printing  of  the  designs  thus  produced,  we 
may  refer  to  the  stamps  of  the  French  Re- 
public and  Empire,  engraved  by  M.  B^re. 
The  type  was  multiplied  by  M.  Hulot,  by 
means  of  the  electrotyping  process,  and  the 
copper  dies  thus  obtamed  have  been  endued 
with  the  firmness  and  resisting-power  of 
bronze,  by  methods  known  only  to  him. 
Electrotyping  is  not  the  only  way  of  obtain- 
ing diches.  Formerly  they  were  got  by 
striking ;  and  it  is  by  a  revival  of  this  old 
method,  that  the  head  of  Mercury,  engraved 
by  M.  Barre  for  the  Greek  stajnps,  was  multi- 
plied. 

Latterly,  photographs  of  designs  have  bsen 
obtained  on  metal  plates,  and  fixed  thereon 
by  means  of  acids.  This  process,  however, 
has  not,  as  far  as  we  know,  been  applied  to 
the  fabrication  of  stamps ;  but  iu  some  collec- 
tions of  engravings  may  be  seen  proofs  of 
dies,  which,  were  they  but  properly  worked 
and  touched  up,  might  give  excellent  results. 
We  mention  this  merely  in  view  of  what 
may  happen  at  some  future  time. 

Instead  of  multiplying  the  original  dies 
engraved  in  laiLle-douce  or  in  reUfJ\  recourse 
is  frequently  had  to   lithography  to  effect 
the  multiplication.     And  here  we  may  appro- 
priately mention  that,  as  only  a  limited  num- 
ber of  proofs   oan    be    obtained  from   the 
original    matrix-stone,   it    is  by   means  of 
transfers  that  the  design  is  multiplied.     Im- 
pressions from  the  matrix-stone  are  taken  on 
autographic  (prepared)  paper,  which  is  then 
placed  &ce  downwards  on  a  new  stone,  and 
wetted  on  the  opposite  side.       When  passed 
under  the  press,    the  design  abandons  the 
paper,  and  is  transferred  to  the  stone ;  and 
this  operation  can  be  repeated  as  often  as 
may  be  desired.       The  same  process  may  be 
employed  for  the  multiplication   of  proofo 
from   a  die  engraved  in  taiHe-dauce,  or  in 
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relief,  on  the-  sole  condition  that  lithographic 
ink  be  used  to  obtain  the  copy  which  is  to  be 
transferred  to  the  stone.  It  will  be  perceiv- 
ed that  the  copies  thus  obtained,  partake  at 
once  of  the  characteristics  of  lithographic 
impressions,  and  of  typographic  or  taiVe-doiuie 
engravings.  As  examples  of  these  different 
kinds  of  transfer,  we  may  point  to  the 
Bergedorf  stamps  (originally  lithographed), 
the  Oldenburg  stamps  of  1851,  1858,  and 
1860  (originally  engraved  in  taille-douce), 
and  the  Liberian  stamps  (engraved  in  the 
first  instance  on  wood).  All  these  stamps 
have  been  multiplied  by  lithographic  trans- 
fers. The  stamps  of  Liberia  present  even 
this  special  characteristic,  that  there  are  at 
least  three  several  transfers ;  for  though  the 
stamps  of  one  and  the  same  value  are  all 
identical,  the  external  line-frame  shows  a 
different  arrangement,  according  to  the  pe- 
riod at  which  the  transfer  was  effected. 

Thus,  then,  we  have  summarily  indicated 
the  three  kinds  of  impression.  Let  us  briefly 
run  over  the  means  of  recognition. 

Taille-douce. — The  lines  of  the  design  stand- 
ing out  in  relief  on  the  front  of  the  sheet,  in 
consequence  of  the  visible  thickness  of  the 
ink  ;  traces  of  strong  pressure  at  the  back. 

Tijpographic. — Design  in  relief  at  the  back 
of  the  sheet;  slight  relief  in  front  of  the 
blank  parts  ;  no  apparent  thickness  of  ink. 

Liflioyraphic. — No  relief  of  the  ink  in  front ; 
no  relief  at  the  back.  More  or  less  remark- 
able glossiness  of  the  paper. 

These  are  the  distinctive  characteristics ; 
but  the\r  are  sonu'timcs  difficult  to  recoguise. 

Thus,  for  instance,  how  shall  we  discover 
the  peculiarities  of  typographic  impression 
in  stamps  which  have  been  pressed  under  a 
cylinder  ?  For  a  reply  we  can  but  repeat  the 
excellent  recommendation  which  we  found 
in  a  recent  article  by  Mr.  Pemberton, — 
*'  Learn  to  examine  stamps ;  learn  their  pe- 
culiarities, their  styles  of  engraving.  .  . 
Study  your  specimens,  and  you  will  find  an 
imperceptible  sense  come  to  you." 


Poor  Letter  H.— Sir  Kowland  Uill  made  a  good 
remark  upon  bearing  the  power  of  the  letter  11  discussed, 
whether  it  were  a  letter  or  not.  If  it  were  not,  he  said, 
it  would  be  a  very  serious  affair  for  him,  for  it  would 
make  Mm  ill  all  the  days  of  his  life. 


THIRTY-THBEE    YEARS    OP    FIRST 

ISSUES. 

BT  TUB  BEY.   UOBFUT  BUISCO  FAUEE. 

It  is  curious  to  look  back  into  the  past,  and 
note  the  slowness  of  most  of  the  great  Euro- 
pean Powers  to  take  up  our  invention  of 
postage  stamps.  We  might  certainly  have 
thought  that  after  the  plan  had  been  once 
started  it  would  bo  hailed  with  pleasure  by 
the  officials  of  all  countries,  and  adopted  at 
once;  whereas,  the  list  shows  us  that  for 
three  years  we  were  alone  in  our  use  of  post- 
age stamps,  and  that  the  idea  took  actually 
ten  years  to  travel  to  such  places  as  Austria, 
Spain,  and  Prussia !  And  who  were  our  first 
imitators  ?  Not  the  great  powers  of  Europe, 
not  the  busy  centres  of  the  world's  industry, 
but  an  out-of-the-way  Swiss  canton,  and  a 
far-away  South  American  kingdom !  We 
should  have  prophesied  something  far  differ- 
ent from  this,  especially  when  we  remember 
how  apt  men  usually  are  to  take  advantage 
of  the  useful  inventions  of  others.  But  if 
some  of  these  countries  were  late  in  availing 
themselves  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill's  plan,  they 
have  most  amply  made  up  (at  least,  in  the 
eyes  of  philatelists)  for  their  dilaix)rines8, 
by  the  constant  succession  of  new  stamps 
which  they  have  issued  ever  since  they  com- 
menced using  them.  Take  the  three  coun- 
tries of  Austria,  Spain,  and  Prussia,  men- 
tioned above  —  Spain  especially  —  though 
they  allowed  ten  years  to  elapse  before  they 
took  any  advantage  of  the  invention,  yet  the 
pages  in  our  albums  dedicated  to  the  said 
countries  make  a  goodly  show.  Indeed, 
Spain  has  hardly  let  a  single  year  go  by 
since  the  date  of  its  first  postage  stamps, 
without  bringing  out  a  new  issue ;  and  phil- 
atelists have  learnt  to  look  for  a  new  issue 
of  Spanish  every  year  as  naturally  as  they 
look  for  the  commencement  of  another  volume 
of  The  Sfawp'CoUectftrs  Magazine,  The 
reader  will  remark  that  out  of  the  whole 
thirty-three  years,  only  two  (1841-2)  were 
unmarked  by  new  issues.  For  the  last  three 
years  there  have  been  very  few  countries 
to  be  added  to  the  list, — but  this  is  easily 
explained  by  the  feet  that  there  are  really 
not  many  civilized  countries  now  which  do 
not  enjoy  the  benefit  of  postage  stamps. 


163 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


However,  we  need  notgrnmble  at  this,  for 
I  fancy  that  if,  from  thiedatB,  no  more  new 
stamps  were  to  be  issued  for  any  conntry, 
the  stamps  already  existing  wonid  give  us 
employment  for  yeara  to  come.  The  table 
given  below  I  have  compiled  cbiefly  from 
M.  Moens'  catalc^ue,  in  which  the  dittea  are, 
for  the  most  part,  tmstworthy.  If,  however, 
there  are  any  errors,  I  am  open  to  correction. 

Table  of  Fiaai  Issl'es. 

IBIO— OrMit  Britain. 

lSi2.—  .\'olkiag. 

1S13.-Brai<t.  Ziirich. 

lBil.--Oeneva. 

1815.— Bule,  St.  Louii,  New  Yorii,  Finland,  St.  Peten- 

burg. 

181«.-rrovid«nt«,  K,  I, 

lfil7.~PhilippiDe  IilaDila,  Unitrd  State*. 

184S.— RuHJB. 

1819.— BavHrin,  Belgiara,  Fmncc,  V«ud,  Winterthur. 

lB-}9.-Au<>lriu,  Aufltrinn  Ititiv,  Baden.  Drilixh  Gaiann, 
Hanover,  Italy,  MBuritiiu.  New  South  Wnira, 
Pruoia,  Saioiiy,  iSchleswig-IlDlitein,  Spain, 
Switzerland,  Tu»nnT,  Victoria. 

18S1.— Canada,  Denmark,  Keufi-hltel,  Oldenburg,  Trini- 
dad, WurteiiibuFK. 

18S2.—BarlMdM,Urun<wicfc.  Chili,  nalland.LnienibaurK 
"    -niH,  Papal  Stilt       "' 
..  Thi ■■  "■- 

1853.— Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

IBM.- India,  Norway,  Wet 

1S35.— Bremen,  Cuba,  New  Zealand,  South  .Viislrolio, 
Sweden. 

1863.— Corrientei,  Finland,  UecUenbnrs-Si^hireriD,  tloa- 

18)7.— Cevlon,  Liibei'fc,  Sloiico,  Nntnl,  New  Brunnwick, 

Pacific   Ocean    Steam    Navigalioa    Co.,   Peru, 

Kuuia,  6l.  llelena. 
1858.— .Vreenline,  Buenos  Ayreo,  Moldavia,  Kaplea,  Nova 

Beolia. 
I8S9. — Baham as,  TTamburg,  Ionian  Tflnndi,  New  Granada, 

Komagna,  St.  Lucia.  Si'^ly,  Venezuela. 
I860.— French  Coloniea,  Gienada,  Helsinsfow,  Januiica, 

Liberia,  Malta.  New  Caledonia,  Poland,  Ptince 

Edward  laland,  St.  intomaa. 
1861.- Bersedoif,  British  Colunbiaind  Vancouver  Island, 

Conreilcrate  States,  Ureece,  Nevia,  Queensland, 

St.  Vincent,  Sierra  Lsone. 
1862.- Antigua,  Costa  Uica,  Uayti,  Hong  Kong,  Livonia, 

Nicaragua. 
1853 —Bolivar,  Turkey,  Turfs  lalandn. 
IBIH.— Dutch  Indies,  La  Guaira,  Levant,  Utcklenbnrg- 

Strelitx. 
1865. — Bermuda.  Bergen,  British  Honduras,  Drontheim, 

Kcuador. 
1866.— Cashin ere,  Danubian  Steam  Narigation  Cnrnpany, 

Deccan,  Kgvpl,  Honduras,  Servia,  Shanghai, 


.  Luiembourg, 
bunion,  Sand- 


,  Uelig. 


Sun  Salvador, 


h  Gei'mun  CoufuderaUou,  Orange 
1869.— Gambia,  Sarawak,  Tran9v.ial. 


1370.— Alaacp,  Angola,    Cuodinaniarca.    Paraguy,  St. 

Clirislnpher,  S.  Thome  o  Prinripe. 
ISTL-Oennan  Empire,  Guatemala,   Uungaij,  Japan. 
1872.— Fiji  Islands,  Portugueae  Indies. 
1873.— Iceland,  Curasao,  Uulch  Guisna. 
(1874.— loaorfn  .'  JUacaa  7  Monteiirgre  ?  Pirmial) 

NEWLY-ISSUED    OR    INEDITED 

STAMPS. 

BoiiiTAR.— A  series  of  four  stamps  for  this 

sovereign  state  fans  just  come  over.     The  iit- 

sign  is  a  lithographed  one,  of  no  remarkable 

beanty.        The     arms    of 

the  Colombian  Federation, 

drawn    on    a    di initiative 

scale,  and  snrmoonted  by 

nine  dote,   intended   to  do 

dnty   for   stars,    appear  in 

the  centre  of  an  nnoolonred 

circular  disk,  nmnd  which 

aoREBANO  DE  BOUVAK.  Abovo  the  cinle,  in 
the  upper  margin,  are  the  woi^  vOKREtrii 
DEL  EdTADO,  and  in  the  lower  mar^n  the 
value  in  words.  The  numeral  of  value, 
accompanied  by  some  very  primitive-looking 
oroaments,  fill  up  the  spandrels.  The  entire 
deeiga  is  in  colour  on  wbito.  The  valnes 
arc  as  follows : — 

h  ceutavoB     blue. 

HI        „  mauve. 

20        „  green. 

80       „  vermilion. 

We  have  no  information  as  to  the  date  of 
emission,  nor,  in  fact,  any  other  ptuticnlAn 
respectiug  the  series,  of  which  we  have, 
however,  received  specimens  from  a  veiy 
tmstworthy  source. 

Spain. — The  dilatory  postal  antboritiM  of 
this  distracted  conntry  liave  at  length  mndt.- 
np  their  minds  to  issue  post  cards — in  l^74y 
or  ^at«^^.  They  have  given  hostages  of  their 
sincerity  to  pnblic  eipectation  by  atloptin^ 
a  design,  and,  if  we  are  not  mistaken, 
printing  off  a  supply  of  cards  in  rcAdiness. 
Thanks  to  Mr.  Yaasi's  courtesy,  we  liave 
before  us  one  of  the  intended  caitLs  and 
find  it  will  compare  favourably  in  appear- 
ance with  the  emi.'tsions  of  its  nearest  neigh- 
bour. It  is  of  rather  large  size,  and  the 
legend  and  stamp  are  enclosed  in  a  tooth- 
patterned  border.  In  the  centre  of  the 
card,  near  the  top,  is  the  impressed  stamp. 
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which  is  none  other  than  our  old  friend  the 
current  Bslgian  arms  type,  modified  to  suit 
the  circumstances.  In  place  of  the  crov^n 
and  lion  on  the  Belgian  stamp,  we  have  on 
its  Spanish  imitation  a  small  oval  disk,  con- 
taining the  bust  of  the  goddess  of  Liberty, 
crowned  with  the  Phrygian  bonnet,  and  a 
scroll  with  the  word  correos  on  it  replaces 
the  Belgian  motto.  The  figure  of  value  (5) 
appears  on  a  solid  oval  disk,  as  in  the 
Belgian,  and  a  portion  of  the  word  centimos 
below  it.  A  lion,  better  drawn  than  that  on 
the  Belgian  stamps,  and  looking  to  the  right, 
hides  the  lower  part  of  the  oval  disk,  and 
keeps  guard  over  a  kind  of  ball  placed  by 
his  side.  Below  him  is  the  word  kspana  in 
coloured  letters.  Maltese  crosses  fill  the 
upper  angles  of  the  stamp ;  in  the  lower 
are  square  disks  containing  rosette  orna- 
ments. Altogether,  the  type  must  be  pro- 
nounced a  successful  one.  The  Spanish 
artist  has  in  some  respects  improved  on  his 
model.  The  only  thing  we  are  surprised  at 
is  the  prominence  given  to  the  lion.  In  the 
posture  in  which  it  is  represented  it  no 
longer  forms  the  armorial  bearing  of  Arra- 
gon;  and  in  any  case  the  propriety  of 
representing  the  bearings  of  one  province,  to 
the  exclusion  of  those  of  the  others,  may  be 
questioned.  As  a  Spanish  national  emblem, 
we  believe  we  are  correct  in  stating  the  lion 
does  not  exist.  The  modest  bust  of  Liberty 
marks  the  form  of  government  under  which 
it  is  expected  the  cards  will  be  issued ;  and 
the  words  republica  espanola,  in  large 
letters,  form  an  arch  across  the  centre  of 
the  card — an  arch  which,  however,  is  broken 
by  the  stamp,  there  being  thus  a  word  on 
either  side.  Below  the  impressed  stamp  is 
the  inscription  taroeta  postal.  Then  comes 
the  place  for  the  address,  and  below  that 
the  customary  notice,  to  the  effect  that  the 
communication  must  be  written  on  the  back. 
The  stamp  and  the  external  frame  are  in 
blue,  the  legend  is  black,  and  the  card  itself 
a  dull  white. 

With  regard  to  the  Don  Carlos  stamp,  of 
which  we  recently  gave  an  illustration, 
M.  Moens,  who  was  the  first  to  receive  it, 
affirms  its  genuineness  in  the  most  positive 
manner,  and  ascribes  to  malevolent  motives 
the  adverse  judgment  of   the   Gazette   des 


Timbres  referred  to  in  our  last.  It  results, 
however,  from  M.  Moens's  own  statement 
that  the  employment  of  the  stamp  is  not 
obligatory,  because  the  Carlists  not  being  in 
entire  possession  of  the  four  northern  pro- 
vinces, it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  make 
any  durable  arrangement.  It  was  expected 
when  our  contemporary  wrote  this  expla- 
nation that  ere  long  a  service  of  couriers 
would  be  established,  but  since  then  the 
prospects  of  the  Carlists  have  taken  rather 
an  unfavourable  turn.  Moreover,  in  all  the 
letters  from  special  correspondents  which 
we  have  perused  we  see  no  mention  made 
of  anything  approaching  a  postal  service, 
and  we  recollect  that  one  correspondent 
thought  himself  very  fortunate  in  being 
allowed  to  send  his  letter  in  Don  Carlos's 
bag.  It  is  true  a  Renter's  telegram  from 
Bayonne,  dated  30th  Sept.,  states  that  a  one 
real  stamp  has  been  issued,  but  we  should 
hesitate  to  accept  any  unsupported  state- 
ment of  that  kind,  seeing  that,  as  a  rule, 
the  information  respecting  stamp  issues 
communicated  in  such  haphazard  way  to 
newspapers  is  rarely  to  be  trusted.  Perhaps 
this  telegram,  together  with  M.  Moens's 
information,  may  be  taken  to  indicate  an 
intention  to  issue  a  one  real  stamp,  of  which 
a  supply  has  already  been  printed  in  readi- 
ness. If  any  specimens  have  already  been 
used  by  members  of  the  Pretender's  army, 
it  can  only  have  been  in  an  irregular  sort  of 
way.  Had  a  postal  service,  however  primi- 
tive it«  nature,  been  formally  established, 
such  an  important  political  act  would  have 
received  the  utmost  publicity ;  and  if  there 
be  no  such  service  in  existence,  we  do  not 
see  any  room  for  the  employment,  in  the 
legitimate  sense,  of  postage  stamps.  Hence 
we  are  inclined  to  look  on  the  design  which 
has  made  its  appearance  as  at  present 
nothing  more  than  that  of  a  projected 
stamp.  One  word  in  conclusion.  M.  Moens 
says  the  supply  has  been  printed  either  at 
Bayonne,  or  in  London,  It  would  not  add 
to  our  confidence  in  the  "aspirant's" 
genuineness  were  we  to  find  that  London 
was  the  place  of  its  nativity. 

Before  leaving  the  Spanish  stamps  we 
must  mention  that  the  colour  of  the  10 
pesetas  is  not  green,  but  violet-brown. 
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Bussux    Locals. — Maruipol    (Ekaterinoe- 

11av).^The  design  here  re- 
presented WBS  described  in 
our  last,  and  we  need  only 
repeat  that  it  is  printed  in 
black  on  white. 
Blrjetsk  (Tver).— The 
Biejetsk  stamps  have  been 
doing  postal  service  by 
st«ftlth  for  some  time  past,  and  will  not  now 
blash  to  liiid  it  fame.  It  is  desirable  to  know, 
and  to  have  all  the  local  stamps  iesiied  ;  were 
it  not  so  we  might  almost  regret  the  unearth- 
ing ot  aach  aa  insignificant  _ 
.  type  as  the  one  here  represented. 
Ugly  type-act  stamps  are  always 
fruitful  in  varieties  caused  by 
the  dropping  of  a  letter,  the 
omission  of  a  comma,  the  mb- 
placing  of  a  section  of  the  de- 
sign, and  other  similar  causes ;  and  the 
Biejetsk  stamps  are  no  exception  to  this  mle. 
We,  however,  hardly  feel  justified  in  taking 
up  our  apacj  with  a  description  of  them  ; 
anffice  it  to  say,  that  the  type  is  printed  in 
black  on  green  paper. 

MaloarohaHgalak  (Orel). — The  word  areh- 
wngel,  which  occurs  in  the  name  of  this  dis- 
trict, might  lead  us  to  eipcct  that  its  armo- 
rial bearings  would 
include  the  represen- 
tation of  some  celes- 
tial being,  and  a 
casual  glince  at  the 
type  here  represented 
would  tend  to  con- 
firm the  aapposition ; 
but,  on  a  closer  in- 
spection, the  winged 
creatures  which  occupy  the  shield  turn  out 
to  bo  badly  designed  heraldic  eagles.  The 
npper  compartment  of  the  shield  presumaHy 
contains  tlio  arms  of  the  government,  and 
the  lower  those  of  the  district,  and  between 
the  two  the  differences  are  comparatively 
slight.  The  impression  of  this  tolerably 
commonplace  design  is  effected  by  hand, 
and  in  conaequently  veryrough.  Thecolour 
is  black  on  white.  This  type  was  described 
a  couple  of  years  since  in  the  catalogue  to 
which,  for  brevity's  sake,  we  generally  refer 
as  the  "July  list." 


MoXTEKEUBO. — It  appears  that  on  the  pro- 
jected series  the  value  will  h-j  expressed  i:i 
toldi,  and  not  in  novlch,  as  at  first  stated. 
The  colours  are  as  follows : — 
2  soldi  yellow. 


violet.  (?) 

blue. 

bistre. 

violet- brown, 
u  of  the  7  soldi,   the 
e  those  of  tbe  current 


15 
25 


With  the  esccptio 
colours  and  values  ar 
Austrian  set. 

ViCTOBii. — The  provisional  halfpenny  ad- 
hesive, described  in  onr  last,  haa  been 
followed  by  a  newspaper  wrapper,  bearing 
an  inscription  from  the  die  of  the  cnrrent 
penny  green,  with  the  value  reduced  to  a 
halfpenny,  by  means  of  the  snrchai^  de- 
scribed by  ns.  The  wrapper  provisiond 
stamp  is  in  every  respect  identical  with  the 
provisional  adhesive. 

Japan.  —  The     2   sen     ^^  

red,   issued    at    the   be-    f^--'"''— — -— 

ginning     of     the     year,    |j^  f 

has  already  been  super-    ^^  " 

seded  by  a  2  sen  yellow, 

of   which  we   have  just    ^  h  | 

received  specimens.    The 

new   comer  presents  the 

old     design,     which    we 

here  reproduce. 

Ecuador.— Specimens  of  the  three  "sun- 
pects," — \  rl.,  1  rl.,  and  1  peso, — of  which 
engravings  were  given  in  onr  January 
number,  have  just  been  received  by  a  very 
respectable  firm ;  and  this  fact,  coupled  with 
the  information  obtained  concemiDg  them 
by  M.  Mahe,  encourages  us  t«  place  faith 
in  them.  The  yellow  1  real,  on  papier 
quadrille,  haa  just  been  received  by  M.  Moena 
obliterated  15  Nov.,  1865.  As  this  value 
was  issued  in  1865,' the  variety  referred  to 
belongs  to  the  first  edition  thereof,  instead 
of  to  the  last,  as  hitherto  supposed. 

Hblioolanb. — We  have  to  thank  a  well- 
known  dealer  for  communication  of  a  }  sch. 
with  in  versed  colours,— rose  disk,  white 
spandrels,  and  green  border.  This  may 
either  be  a  second  issue,  as  our  corre- 
spondent supposes,  or,  as  we  arc  inclioed 
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ourselves  to  belioTe,  either  a  trial  stamp  or 
a  pi  inter's  error. 

Norway. — The  new  series  has  received  an 
addition,  in  the  shape  of  an  unexpected 
value,  a  7  sk.  chocolate,  of  the  same  design 
as  the  other  recently  issued  stamps. 

Turks  Islands. — From  a  letter  we  pub- 
lish in  our  correspondence  columns  it  would 
appear  that  there  is  a  probability  of  the 
stamps  for  these  islands  being  withdrawn. 

Queensland.  —  A  correspondent  informs 
ns  that  the  shilling  stamp  is  now  printed  in 
claret. 

Dutch  Indies. — The  Philatelist  says  that  a 
•5  cent  post  card  for  Java  will  shortly  be 
issued. 

RouMANiA. — In   Le  Tlmhre-posto  for  Sep- 
tember it  is  stated  that  the  post  cards  are 
very  popular  in  Ron  mania,  and  that  three 
editions  of  the  known  typo  have  been  issued, 
^nz: — 
1st  edition,  3000  single,  2000  double  cards. 
2nd     „     30,000     „     15,000 
3rd     „     50,000     „     20,000 

The  first  edition  is  on  white,  the  second  on 
brown,  the  third  on  bufF-coloured  card,  and 
on  the  third  the  arms  are  smaller. 

Portugal. — The  same  journal  publishes 
information  of  the  appearance  of  the  240 
reis  of  the  new  type,  and  we  are  also  in- 
debted to  it  for  the  following  paragraphs. 

Peru. — The  2  centavos  is  now  line- pierced 
on  colour. 

Tasmania. — The  3d.  has  come  over  printed 
a  dark  violet-brown. 

Jamaica. — The  issue  of  the  Id.  and  1/- 
with  c.c.  and  crown  watermark,  completes 
the  series  with  that  watermark. 

Saint  Lucia. — The  sixpence  is  now  printed 
in  pale  mauve. 

Switzerland. — Newspaper  bands  bearing 
a  5  c.  stamp  of  the  new  typo  struck  in  rose, 
have  recently  appeared. 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Philatelist  for  October  is  a  readable 
number,  although  it  does  not  contain  any 
very  important  news.  We  are  glad  to  see 
that  in  respect  of  the  Pahlunpoor  humbugs 
the  editor  has  taken  up  the  same  position 
as  that  which  we  ourselves  adopted.     Mr. 


Durbin*8  article,  '*  A  few  Words  of  Advice  to 
young  Collectors,*'  on  which  we  commented 
last  month,  is  reprinted,  as  is  also  an  inter- 
esting paper,  originally  published  in  The 
Netv  York  Jotnital  of  Commerce,  relating 
**  How  the  United  States  Postal  Envelopes  are 
manufactured."  From  this  we  learn  that 
the  line  envelopes  (yy.,  envelopes  with  lines 
for  the  address)  must  under  the  contract  be 
gummed  by  hand,  and  this  is  how  it  is  done : 

After  they  leave  the  cutting-rooras,  thev  are  sent  to  the 
guiiiuiing-rooms.  Here  they  are  laid  out  on  rows  of 
boards  or  tables,  fixed  above  each  other,  so  as  to  slide  iu 
grooves  that  are  cut  in  upri;;ht  boards  placed  at  each  end 
of  the  systems  of  tables.  Behind  these  tables  are  adjust- 
able step-ladders,  for  the  operator  to  stand  upon  and 
reach  any  desired  height.  Atier  the  patterns  ai*e  arranged 
upon  the  tables,  each  pattern  projecting  half-an-inoh 
beyond  the  other,  a  girl  goes  over  ihem  lightly  with  a 
paste  bruMh.  'i'his  is  the  branch  of  work  in  which  it  is 
iiiottt  difficult  to  secure  competent  hands.  The  least  slip 
dedtio}s  a  number  of  patterns  and  creates  trouble,  as 
every  imperfection  is  noted,  and  involves  an  alteration 
iu  the  accounts.  Some  of  the  girls  who  do  this  v^ork, 
however,  guui  50.000  per  day ;  and  it  is  found  that  the 
fastest  guuiuiei-s  usually  do  the  be^t  work.  I'he  next 
part  of  the  woik  is  stamping,  which  is  done  on  twenty 
machines,  made  especially  for  the  purpose. 

The  other  envelopes  which  do  not  require 
to  be  hand-gummed  are  fabricated  by  means 
of  automatic  presses,  in  which  the  sheet  of 
paper,  already  cut  by  a  pattern-knife  to  the 
desired  shape,  is  thrown  on  parallel  bars,  on 
which,  by  other  machinery,  it  is  worked 
through  all  the  operations  of  gumming, 
folding,  and  stamping.  "Thus,"  says  the 
article,  "by  automatic  movement  an  enve- 
lope pattern  put  into  the  feeder  goes  sudden- 
ly through  the  several  stages  of  manufacture, 
.  and  drops  out  on  the  lower  side  a  perfect 
stamped  envelope."  This  puts  us  in  mind 
of  the  mythical  machine  at  Cincinnati,  into 
which  a  pig  enters  alive  at  one  end,  and  a 
few  minutes  after  comes  out  as  sausage  meat 
at  the  other. 

In  the  Spud  Paper  Mr.  Earee  discusses 
sundry  Hanoverian  forgeries.  Those  of  the 
first  issues  are  distinguishable  by  the  fact 
that  they  are  lithographed  and  unwater- 
marked,  and  that  the  thin  inner  line  of 
frame  is  often  so  blotched  as  to  touch  the 
outer  one,  besides  which  the  lion  and  unicorn 
show  several  points  of  difference.  The  3  pf. 
rose  and  the  same  value  green  can  be  detected 
by  there  being  only  30  lines  in  the  oval,  whilst 
on  the  genuine  stamps  there  are  32.     In  the 
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genniae  specimens  of  the  head  series,  outside 
the  circle  between  it  and  the  border,  there 
are  two  vertical  lines  of  groundwork  on  the 
left-hand  side,  and  one  on  the  light;  in  the 
forgeriee  there  is  only  one  of  vertical  ground- 
work lineB  to  be  seen  on  either  side.  For 
the  \  groachen  bla4.'k  the  following  is  the 
recipe :  Genuine,  10  small  pearls  and  1 
large  one  outside  the  crown  to  right,  and  9 
small  and  1  large  to  left.  Inside  the  wide 
month  of  po.^t-hom  are  17  lines  of  shading. 
Fiirged,  11  small  pearls  and  1  large  one  out- 
side tfac  top  of  crown  on  each  side.  Inside 
the  mouth  of  the  poat-hom  there  are  onlj  13 
lines  of  shading. 

Le  Timbre.Foste.^The  leading  article  in 
the  cnrreut  number  is  entitled  "  The  toi- 
disant  Pahlunpoor  Stamps,"  and  in  it  their 
claims  to  acceptance  are  most  mercilessly 
demolished  by  Dr.  Mapaus  on  the  facial 
evidence  they  themselves  afford,  whence  it 
is  apparent  that  the  concoctors  of  these  fic- 
titious stamps  were  mitsled  by  the  results 
of  Mr.  Pemberton's  study  of  the  round 
Cashmere  typo.  Dr.  Magnus,  possessing 
probably  no  information  as  (o  these  Pahlun- 
poor impositions,  deserves  great  credit  for 
having  extracted  from  them,  by  his  own 
unaided  investigations,  the  proofs  of  their 
worthleHsncss. 

Tlia  American  Journal  of  Plnlnlelf/.—The 
nunibers  for  the  1st  and  l.'jth  September  are 
before  us,  and  contain  some  good  reading, 
and  notahly  an  article  on  post  cards.  The 
writer  affects  to  believe  that  the  silence  of 
the  English  journ^s  on  the  subject  of  post 
cards,  from  the  time  when  the  first  Austrian 
came  out  until  the  appearance  of  the  English 
cards,  was  the  result  of  pique  at  the  inven- 
tion of  so  useful  a  system  by  foreiguei-8  ;  bat 
seeing  that  there  were  no  cards  issued  during 
the  time  when  we  were  silent,  we  hardly  see 
that  the  writer  makes  his  point  as  far  as 
we  are  concerned.  In  fact,  from  a  quotation 
which  he  makes  from  'I'lie  Nlnwp- Collector's 
Matjaxine  of  18U9,  it  is  evident — and  we 
lay  claim  to  the  honour  with  pride — that 
we  were  among  the  first  to  perceive  the  real 
and  immense  utiUty  of  an  innovation  which 
was  charact«rised  by  one  of  our  confreres 
about  the  same  time,  as  "  a  vagto'v ' ' ! 
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ReilittheUnnd, 

White  ia  the  •and. 


AsD  red,  white,  and  green,  are  the  colours  of 
the  stamps  ot  the  little  "  rahhlt-warren  "  off 
the  German  coast,  which,  though  an  English 
possession,  contains  pro- 
bably not  a  single  English 
inhabitant,  except  the  go- 
vernor. Its  stamps  bear 
the  profile  of  the  Queen, 
bat  are  fabricated  at 
Berlin,  and  their  denomi- 
nations are  expressed  in 
the  Hamburg  currency. 
Heligoland,  or  Holy  Land,  is  a  sandy  patch 
about  a  mile  long,  and  never  more  than 
half  that  distance  broad.  There  are  abont 
890  houses  on  the  high  ground,  and  78 
fishemien's  hnts  in  the  lower  parL  There 
are  20IX)  people  on  the  ifiland,  and  "no  end" 
of  rabbits.  The  Heligolanders,  besides  postal 
communication  and  other  proofs  of  a  high 
civitiKatiou,  can  boast  of  a  "national"  debt 
of  £5000,  and  until  a  few  years  back,  of  a 
number  of  highly  popular  gambling  "  hells," 
which  were  summarily  suppressed  by  the 
governor. 

The  exportation  of  fish  brings  in  abont 
£10,000  a  year,  and  yields  a  livelihood  to 
the  fishermen,  whilst  the  people  in  the  high- 
town  derive  their  means  of  subsistence  from 
the  visitors,  of  whom  there  are  a  great  many 
from  Hamburg  and  it«  environs. 

The  island  became  a  British  possession  in 
18U7.  A  short  time  ago  it  was  reported 
that  Prince  Bismarck  had  hia  eye  on  it,  and 
that  the  government  intended  to  cede  it  to 
Gormanyfora  consideration,  the  negotiations, 
however,  if  any  were  really  opened,  dropped 
throogh,  and  at  present  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  but  that  the  stamps  which  form  the 
subject  of  the  present  paper  will  long  remain 
current. 

The  series  as  originally  issued  consisted  of 
four  values, — \  sch.,  1  sch.,  2  ach.,  and  6 


THE  STAMP-COLLECTOR'S  MAGAZINE. 


Bchilltng.  The  desifrn  is  the  same  for  all,  but 
in  the  printing  the  changes  were  ingeniously 
rang  on  the  traditionary  colours, — red,  white, 
and  green, — as  follows  :— 

GoUiured  L'Ateeliig  on  White  Ground. 
\    schilling,   central  oval,  green ;  spandrels, 

rose ;  border  and  lettering,  green. 

1  schilling,    central    oval,    rose ;    spandrels, 

green;  border  and  lettering,  rose. 
White  Lettering  on  Coloured  Ground. 

2  schilling,    centre     and    spandrels,    greeti  j 

ground  of  frame  and  corner  figures,  rose. 
6  schilling,  centre  and  spandrels,  rose;  ground 
of  frame  and  corner  figures,  grean. 

The  issue  took  place  on  the  15th  April, 
1867.  All  four  values  were  ronletted.  The 
type  is  printed  in  two  opersttions,  one  for 
etich  colour,  thera  bsing  separate  dies  for  the 
border  and  the  centre ;  and  the  first  supply 
was  ronletted.  The  green  employed  was  » 
rich  chrome-green,  and  the  rose  might,  per- 
haps with  more  accuracy,  be  termed  carmine. 
The  profile  of  the  Queen  is  in  relief,  and 
some  attempt  seems  to  have  been  made  to 
impart  an  appearance  of  maturity  to  its 
lineaments. 

In  1869  the  ^  sch.  made  its  appearance 
perforated,  and  printed  in  a  delicate  light- 
green  of  an  emerald  tint.  In  1871  the  1  sch. 
wa«  likewise  issued  perforated. 

The  emission  of  two  new  valnea — }  sch. 
and  Is  sch.^bas  baen  so  recently  adverted 
to  in  these  pages  as  to  render  unnecessary 
any  bat  the  briefest  reference.  Nor  does  the 
issue  of  the  large  anstampcd  post  card  re- 
quire more  than  a  passing  mention. 

The  Dutch  stamps,  though  far  more  na- 
merijus  than  those  of  Heligoland,  present  an 
equally  clean  record,  and  consequently  offer 
no  difficulty  whatever  to  the   = 
stadent:      The  first  series  was  1 
issned    on   the   1st    January,   V 
1852.      It  consisted  of  three  II 
values— 5  c.  blue,  10  c.  lake-  | 
red,    15  c.  orange, — which  are   H 
all  very  common.     The  design  1 
is  simple,  but  well  engraved.     The  stamps  arc 
below  the  average  in   size,    and  are   water- 
marked with  a  post-horn.       The  only  gene- 


rally accepted  variety  is  the  5  c.  dark  bine, 
which  contrasts  very  decidedly  with  the  or- 
dinary light  bine  stamp.  Mention,  however, 
has  Ireen  made  of  a  jet-black  5  c.,  of  which  a 
postmarked  copy  has  been  seen.  This  cannot 
have  been  other  than  a  specimen  of  the  well- 
known  proof  in  that  colonr.  M.  Moens 
catalogues  dark  and  light  shades  of  the  two 
other  values,  but  these  distmctions  are  rather 
fine. 

The  first  series  held  on  the  even  tenor 
of  if«  way,  withont  any  change  whatever, 
for  rather  more  than  twelve 
years,  when  the  adoption  of 
the  system  of  perforation 
was  made  the  occasion  for 
the  issue  of  a  fresh  type. 
The  second  series  consisted 
of  the  same  three  values  as 
its  predecessor.  The  10 
cents  appeared  on  the  12th  of  May.  1864; 
the  other  two  denominations  some  months 
afterwards.  The  type  is  even  more  simple 
than  that  of  the  first.  No  attempt  whatever 
is  made  at  ornament,  beyond  the  sketching 
of  an  almost  imperceptible  pattern  on  the 
oval  frame.  The  colours  difEer  only  in  shade 
from  those  of  the  corresponding  values  in 
the  first  issue,  and  collectors  who  have  a 
partiality  for  colour  varieties  may  distinguish 
(as  Moens  does)  a  5  c.  bine  and  dark  blue, 
a  10  c.  red  and  bright  red,  and  15  o.  orange- 
yellow  and  orange. 

A  third  series  was  issued  in  1867,  con- 
sisting of  six  values,  namely,  the  original 
three,  and  three  higher 
denominations, — 20  c,  25 
e.,  and  50  c.  The  de- 
sign is  a  more  embel- 
lished one  than  that  of 
the  former  types.  The 
King's  profile,  which  is 
very  well  engraved,  is 
turned  to  the  left ;  a 
rather  heavy  -border  runs  up  the  sides ; 
and  the  name  of  the  country — nbdkb- 
LANi) — figures  above  the  portrait.  The 
colours  are  well  chosen,  and  help  to  render 
the  aeries  an  effective  one,  viewed  as  a 
whole.  Blue  is  again  allotted  to  the 
5  c,  but  this  time  it  is  bright  ultramarine ; 
the  10  c.  appears  in  red  and  carmine-rose ; 
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whilst  the  15  C  takes  a  reddinh  brown  hnc, 
approaching  to  "  bamt  Bienna."  Of  the  new 
vftlnea  the  20  o.  ie  a  rich  dark  green,  the 
25  c.  riolet,  and  the  50  c.  gold. 

In     18l>8     the     advent     of     newspaper 

stamps   waa  inaagnrated  by  the  issue   of 

the  1  c.  black  and  2  c. 

.......^    yellow,    of    the    annexed 

I  type.  The  latter  ia  still 
•  in  DSC,  bnt  the  1  c. 
i  changed  its  coat  is  the 
I  following  year,  and  ap- 
I  peared  in  a  light,  deli- 
',  cate  green.  In  1869  the 
S  1\  e.  rose  was  isoned,  and 
'  in  1870  the  \  c.  lilac- 
brown,  and  2\  c.  mmve  made  their  debui. 

Three  different  siaas  of  perforation 
were  indifferently  used  for  the  1867  series, 
bnt  only  one  for  the  newspaper  stamps. 
All  the  valnes  of  the  1867  type,  and  also  all 
the  newspaper  stamps,  exist  nnperf orated, 
and  specimens  are  sufficiently  namerons  to 
admit  of  their  being  qnoted  at  comparatively 
low  fignrea  in  the  leading  oontinental  cata- 
logne ;  but  no  price  is  entered  for  obliterated 
copiee,  and  it  is  permissible  to  conjectnre 
that  the  nnperforated  issne  was  never  even 
intendedforsale  to tbe public;  they,  therefore, 
cannot  rank  as  "  oversights,"  and  are  entitled 
to  a  very  low  rank  as  varieties  maunfactared 
only  for  the  bene6t  of  collectors.  Tbe  10  c. 
carmine-rose  on  bluish  paper  is,  however, 
a  ^cnnine  variety,  and  as  it  was  issued  in 
18(1,  its  currencv  was  of  short  duration; 
it  IB,  consequently,  rather  rarer  than  the 
ordinary  stamps. 


In  1872  the  current  series  was  brongbt 
out.     It  eicited  much  admiration  from  ita 
delicacy  of  execution,    and    is    gnfficiently 
to    render  descripti 


well   I 
fliioae. 


t  is  merely  necessary  to  observe 


that  it  compriies  a  stamp  of  which  the 
facial  value  slightly  exceeds  four  ebillings, 
and  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  here  to 
remark  that  tbe  Dutch  cent  is,  roundly 
speaking,  worth  two  French  centimes. 

UNPAID   LETTER  STAHPS. 

Two  nnpaid-letter  Btamps 
of  the  annexed  type  made 
their  appearance  in  1870  ; 

5  cent,     brown  on  orange. 
10     „        violet  on  bloe. 
These  stamps  are  perforated, 
but  uuperforated  copies  are 
known  to  exist. 

POST  CARDS. 

The  Dutch,  though  they  bare  no  stanqwid 
envelopes,  po.ssesa  those  more  generally 
useful  innovations — post  cards.  Ia  1871  a 
stampleas  card  was  issued,  bnt  was  soon 
followed  by  a  card  bearing  an  impressed 
2|  c.  stamp,  consisting  of  the  oeotral  device 
of  the  newspapver  type — arms  in  a  iHrcle, 
name  above,  and  value  below — in  the  upper 
right  comer.  Both  cards  are  of  a  pale  buff 
colour,  and  the  stamp,  the  ornamental  frame, 
and  the  four-lined  legend  in  the  lower 
margin,  are  in  lilac.  In  1872,  a  second  card 
was  issned  differing  from  its  predecessor  in 
the  absence  of  the  marginal  legend  and 
in  the  colour  of  the  impression,  which  is  a 
reddish  lilac.     Of  this  latt«r  type  a  "  reply- 

Eaid "  card  waa  issued,  consisting  of  two 
laves  folded  like  a  sheet  of  paper,  with  the 
inscriptions  for  the  "reply"  half  printed  on 
third  page.  A  kind  of  "  post  card  "  has 
been  issued  bv  a  private  society  of  commis- 
sionaires at  Rotterdam,  bot  it  has  really 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  any  postal 
service. 

ESS  ATS  AND   PBOOfS. 

The  name  of  the  Dat«h  essaye  and  proo^ 
is  legion.  There  are  700  varieties  of  one  of 
the  essay  types,  and  proofs  in  all  the  coloura 
of  the  rainbow  of  the  adopted  designs. 
Their  value  to  a  beginner  ia  nil,  nor  can  they 
be  of  much  interest  to  a  collector,  seeing 
that  they  merely  prove  the  specnktive 
tendencies  of  tbe  engraven  or  printers. 
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THE    FRANKFORT    NEWSPAPER 

STAMPS. 

Hather  more  than  eight  years  ago,  the 
Frankfort  stamps  made  some  little  stir  in 
the  philatelic  world.     In  the  third  volume 

of  The  S'amp-CvU 
lectures  Magazine  the 
attention  of  collec- 
tors was  called  by 
Mr.  Overy  Taylor  to 
Dr.  Gray's  descrip- 
tion of  a  "  dentated 
adhesive "  stamp, 
the  design  of  which 
consisted  of  a  spread 
eagle,    with     freie 

8TADT  FRANKFURT 

above,  and  ziitdngs-stempel  bDlow,  in  an 
oval.  This  reference  gave  rise  to  inqniry, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  type  described  by 
the  learned  doctor,  and  at  first  considered  to 
be  apocryphal,  did  really  exist,  but  instead  of 
taking  the  form  of  a  dentated  adhesive, 
it  existed  as  an  impressed  stamp,  that  is  to 
say,  as  a  stamp  struck  by  hand  on  the  news- 
paper sheet  itself.  It  was  furthermore 
stated,  that  it  represented  not  merely  the 
postage,  but  also  a  newspaper  duty,  and  the 
propriety  of  collecting  it  was  questioned. 
There  the  matter  remained,  and  the  Frank- 
fort hybrid,  after  a  fitful  appearance  in  the 
catalogues  and  magazines,  disappeared  from 
philatelic  ken.  From  a  communication,  how- 
ever, which  has  been  made  to  us  by  a  corres- 
pondent, in  whose  integrity  we  place  every 
confidence,  it  would  seem  that  but  for  the 
Anstro-Prussian  war  of  1866,  which  proved 
the  signal  for  the  extinction  of  so  many  series 
of  stamps,  we  should  have  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  above  design  as  what  it  was 
originally  described, — a  "dentated"  adhesive 
stamp. 

Our  contributor  sends  for  our  perusal  a 
letter  he  has  received  from  an  intimate 
friend  at  Frankfort,  who  is  the  son-in-law  of 
one  of  the  co-proprietors  of  the  Frank  fort 
Journal.  The  writer  explains  that,  owing  to 
this  relationship,  he  had  access  to  the  offices 
of  the  paper,  and  in  one  of  the  editor's 
drawers  he  found  a  strip  of  twenty-five 
specimens     of    the     Frankfort    newspaper 


stamp,  gummed  and  perforated,  and  of  the 
value  of  one  kreuzer.  These  stamps  were 
intended  to  replace  those  printed  on  the 
sheets  themselves.  They  would  have  been 
issued  on  the  1st  January,  1867,  but  for 
the  Prussian  occupation  of  the  city,  and 
would  have  been  for  sale  auf  dem  liechenei 
Ami, 

The  twenty-five  specimens  found  by  the 
writer  are  probably  all  that  now  exist.  They 
show  the  design,  struck  in  black  in  rather  a 
rough  way,  on  rather  thin,  wove,  yellowish 
white  paper.  The  perforations  are  small, 
complete,  and  very  neatly  done,  and  form  a 
rectangular  frame  to  the  oval  design.  The 
impressions  appear  to  be  hand  stamped,  and 
are  evidently  from  a  well-worn  die.  They 
are  kept  pretty  well  in  a  straight  line,  but  not 
at  an  even  distance  from  the  other ;  some  of 
them  touch  at  the  sides,  and  the  perforations 
run  into  the  black  line  formed  by  the  over- 
lapping of  the  borders. 

These  stamps  must  always  remain  very 
scarce,  and  although  even  had  they  been 
issued  they  would  not  have  been  entitled  to 
the  consideration  accorded  to  **  thorough- 
bred "  postals,  they  still  possess  considerable 
interest  as  indications  of  a  projected  advance 
in  the  issue  of  stamps  on  the  part  of  the 
Frankfort  authorities. 

POSTAL  CHIT-CHAT. 

The  Japan E8B  Postal  and  Telegraph  Sbryicb. — 
From  Tokio  (Japan)  the  following  interesting  details 
were  forwarded  to  the  Gatetta  de  Venezia  on  the  Ist  of 
Ma]^ :  **  The  postal  s>  stem  has,  amongothers,  been  or- 
ganized in  a  satisfHCtorj  manner*  The  letters  from 
Europe  arrive  here  by  the  English  post  from  Yokohama, 
are  handed  over  to  the  Japanese  administration,  and 
after  their  addresses  have  been  translated  into  Japanese, 
thev  are  distributed,  and  that  generally  with  great  punc- 
tuality. The  telegraph  service  is  not  so  well  organised. 
As  far  as  Yokohama,  iNagasaki,  Tokio,  and  other  accessible 
localities,  the  telegrams  generally  arrive  with  security 
when  the  lines  are  once  properly  established,  but  in  the 
interior  it  is  not  the  same  thing,  the  telegraphic  wires 
being  often  maliciously  cut,  notwithstanding  the  heavy 
punishments  which  have  been  decreed  for  this  kind  of 
offence.  Speaking  of  the  telegraphic  service,  I  must  tell 
you  in  what  an  ingenious  manner  the  enonnous  difficulty 
of  telegraphing  in  the  interior  of  the  country  in  Japanese 
and  in  Chinese  have  been  overcome.  Those  languages 
do  not  lend  themslves  to  the  operation,  being  composed, 
as  is  known,  of  a  great  number  of  signs  and  connecting 
marks.  In  consequence,  out  of  the  mass,  4000  words 
have  been  chosen,  with  which  almost  every  idea  can  be 
expressed.  These  words  have  been  numbered  1  to  4000, 
and  by  telegraphing  the  figures,  correspondence  by  wire 
becomes  easy. — Journal  Offieiel, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  TURKS  AND    CAICOS   ISLANDS  ACT,   1873. 
To  the  Editor  of^^  The  Stamp-Collector*8  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — By  the  above  act,  after  reciting  that  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  should  cease 
to  have  a  separate  government,  and  that  they  should  be 
annexed  to,  and  form  part  of  the  Colony  of  Jamaica,  it 
is  enacted  that,  **  it  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty  by 
Order  in  Council,  on  addresses  from  the  Legislative  Bodies 
of  Jamaica  and  of  the  Turks  and  Cnioos  Islands  to  declare 
that  the  said  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  shall,  from  a  date 
to  be  therein  mentioned,  be  annexed  to,  and  fonn  part  of 
the  colony  of  Jamaica,  on  such  t«nns  and  conditions  as 
Her  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to  appoint."  The  Act  received 
the  royal  assent  on  the  4th  April  last,  so  that  the  transfer 
may,  ere  this,  have  been  completed  by  Order  in  Council. 
It  seems  not  unlikely  that  one  result  of  the  annexation 
mav  be  the  suppreSKion  of  the  three  Turks  Islands  stamps, 
and  the  substitution  of  those  used  in  Jamaica. 

Yours  truly, 

Manchester.  0.  H.  H. 


QUERIES  ABOUT  STAMPS. 

To  the  Editor  o/"**  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dear  Sir, — With  )'our  permission,  I  should  like  to 
ask  those  collectors  who  arc  well  up  in  philately  a 
question  or  two,  respecting  which  I  am  in  douot. 

1.  Have  the  stamps  of  the  countries  named  below  ever 
been  seen  postmarked  ?  As  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
used  speeimens  are  unknown. 

Angola  (either  of  the  values). 

Bolivar  (ditto). 

Bolivia,  500  centavos  black. 

Baden,  ''Land-post." 

Bergedorf,  h  schilling  lilac,  and  3  soh.  Uaok  on  rose. 

Canada,  Via.  black. 

Cuba,  1862,  \  rl.  black. 

Deccan  (either  of  the  values.) 

"Fiji  Times  Express." 

Great  Britain,  "  V.R."  Id.  black. 

Hamburg  (unperf.),  7  schilling  mauve. 

India  (head  in  oval),  2  annas  green. 

Ionian  Islands  (either  of  the  values). 

Mexico  (eagle),  3  centavos  brown. 

New  Brunswick  (Comiell),  6  c.  brown. 

Moldavia  (first  issue,  circular). 

Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co. 

Reunion. 

St,  Thomas  and  Principe  (either  of  the  values). 

Service  (arms),  either  of  the  values. 

Shanghai  (first  issue). 

Spain  (1857),  12  cuartos  orange. 

Montevideo,  "diligencia"  (either  of  the  three). 

2.  Why  cannot  any  value  but  the  penny  envelope  be 
obtained  at  the  English  post-ofilces  }  I  believe  there,  are 
also  in  existence  2d.,  3d.,  4d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  embossed 
envelopes,  but  of  what  earthly  use  can  they  be  to  the 
general  public,  if  they  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  usual 
way,  like  other  stamps.  It  would  seem  that  by  requiring 
pereous  to  send  to  Somerset  House,  and  there  to  undergo 
all  the  irritating  routine  inseparable  from  a  government 
office,  the  authorities  have  no  desire  that  these  higher 
values  should  be  generally  used.  Adhesives  of  corres- 
ponding value  are  purchised  in  immense  quantities; 
and  doubtless  there  would  be  a  proportionate  demand  for 
the  envelopes  if  they  were  more  accessible.  In  that  case, 
even  stamp  ccdlectors  would  be  no  mean  customers. 


3.  Are  the  1851-60  United  States  stamps  good  for  postal 
purposes  at  the  present  time  ?  To  my  knowledge  Ihev 
nave  been  oflfered,  unused,  in  complete  sets,  at  raocn 
below  their  facial  value ;  and  from  tliis  fact  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  they  were  withdrawn  from  circulation 
at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  North  and  South. 

Apologizing  for  taking  up  s?  much  space, 
1  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

London,  JV.TT.  C.  J.  KILLICK. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

K.  Williamson,  Cardiff.— We  are  glad  at  all  times  t» 
receive  suitable  information  for  our  columns,  but  we 
cannot  undertake  to  insert  everything  thitt  comes  t» 
hand. 

C.  J.  Smith,  Norfolk.— The  firm  you  a*k  about  h 
still  in  existence,  but  have  removed  t^eir  business  fnHn 
Birmingham  to  Dawliab,  South  Devon,  to  which  pUc» 
address  your  letter. 

L.  C.  K  ,  York.-^ln  December  next,  yon  may  procmre 
of  our  publishers  the  1873  volume  of'  this  raagaxine, 
complete,  in  stiff  paper  covers,  post  free  for  4/-.  Ntme 
of  the  other  volumes  have  beeii  published  in  this  cheap 
form,  but  most  of  them  can  be  bad  in  cloth  gilt  for  && 

J.  Rawlinos.  Rugby.— 7%*  Stamp  was  a  fortnightly 
pubUcation,  published  at  5d.  The  first  number  came  out 
on  July  1st.  The  latest  we  have  had  sent  as  is  Xo.  ^ 
for  1st  September,  and  we  believe  this  is  the  last  that 
was  published.    There  are  now  four  numbers  due. 

An  old  Collector  asks,  "Where  are  all  the  early 
writers  on  Philatelv.'"  And  he  mentions  several  by 
name,  including  Mount  Brown ;  Frederic  Booty ;  Dr. 
J.  E.  Gray ;  Edward  Oppen ;  Thornton  Lewes ;  Henry 
Whymper;  Berger-Levrault ;  Bellars  &  Davie;  Lyman 
Bagg ;  W.  Vipond,  &c.    Echo  answers,  **  Where  }  " 

C.  Morgan,  Abergavenny. —  The  Stamp- Ootleetor's 
Magazine  was  commenced  in  February,  1863.  and  is 
now,  therefore,  in  its  eleventh  year.  Messrs.  E.  Marl- 
borough &  Co.,  4,  Ave  Maria  Lane,  E.C.,  are  the  London 
publishers,  of  whom  your  bookseller  may  easilv  procure 
copies  through  his  London  agent,  or  you  may  subxribe 
direct  through  the  Bath  firm. 

1*.  R.  ScnoLBFiELD,  Bradford,  Torks. — Your  stamps, 
without  exception,  are  utterly  worthies.^  being  badlr- 
execuied  forgeries.  You  have  only  yourself  to  blame  K*r 
being  so  easily  cheated.  Oood  and  genuine  stamps  can 
only  be  obtained  from  respectable  dealers,  who  havg  a 
reputation  to  maintain ;  and  you  cannot  expect  to  bay  a 
dozen  rarities  for  as  many  pence.  We  have  again  and 
again,  in  these  pages,  cautioned  our  readers  against  the 
attractive  announcements  of  certain  Glasgow  and  Hull 
dealers. 

H.  T.  H.,  Newham. — 1.  The  covers  aold  by  our  pub- 
lishers are  the  same  as  those  used  for  the  advertised  bound 
volumes.— 2.  There  is  no  48  sk.  post  card  for  Denmark, 
and  if  yon  will  refer  to  vol  ix.,  p.  90,  you  will  see  that 
the  values  quoted  are  2  and  4  sk.  The  engraving  of  the 
48  sk.,  on  p.  89,  was  inserted  in  the  framework  of  the  pMt 
card  raerelv  to  show  the  tvpe. — 3.  We  very  much  doubt 
now  whether  an  English  edition  of  Berger-Levrault^s 
catalogue  will  ever  be  published,  and  we  fear  that  the  6th 
edition  of  I>r.  Gray's  catalogue  will  not  make  its  appearance 
for  some  time  to  come. — 4.  Your  envelope  witn  50  sur- 
charged Indian  *'  Service  '*  stiunps  attached  to  it  po«pexseB 
no  special  value,  the  nu  nbcr  of  stamps  does  not  in  itself 
render  tho  envelope  inteiesting. 
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IMPORTANT. 

During  the  last  few  years,  nearly  every 
commodity  and  Inxury  of  life  has  been 
"  going  up,"  and  oar  readers  have  become 
so  familiarised  with  strikes,  advances  in 
wages,  and  increase  in  the  price  of  ooal 
and  a  thousand  other  necessaries,  that  they 
will  hai'dly  feel  surprised  to  find  that  the 
price  of  The  Sfamp-Callector^s  Mafjnzine 
18,  in  its  turn,  to  be  raised.  In  point 
of  fact,  our  publishers  have  not  to  complain 
of  failing  circulation,  but  of  an  aug- 
mentation in  the  cost  of  the  magazine,  and 
they  find  themselves  in  the  presence  of 
two  alternatives:  either  the  dimensions 
of  the  journal  and  the  number  of  illustra- 
tions must  bo  reduced,  or  the  price  in- 
creased. They  have  chosen  the  latter,  for 
a  reduction  in  size  might  be  looked  on  as 
the  sign  of  a  decadence  which  is  not  felt. 
In  their  opinion,  which  we  feel  confident 
the  decision  of  our  readers  will  ratify,  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  pages,  the 
employment  of  an  inferior  paper,  and  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  engravings,  would 
bo  greater  evils  than  a  comparatively  slight 
increase  in  price ;  for  there  is  in  reality  no 
lack  of  interesting  and  instructive  matter 
wherewith  to  fill  the  magazine;  and  our 
publishers'  impression,  which  we  share,  is, 
that  the  engravings,  though  they  add  largely 
to  the  expense,  form  too  important  an  aid 
to  the  study  of  a  subject  which  imperatively 
requires  pictorial  illustration,  to  admit  of 
their  employment  being  restricted  to  special 
occasions  only. 

Our  publishers,  in  whose  name  we  are 
authorised  to  speak,  are  far  from  being 
anxious  to  obtain  a  direct  profit  from  the 
issue  of  the  magazine.  Without  pretending 
to  affirm  that  they  carry  it  on  purely  from 
disinterested  motives,  we  can,  at  any  rate, 
say,  that  as  philatelists  of  long  standing 
themselves,  they  are  principally  desirous 
of  placing  within  the  reach  of  stamp  col- 
lectors throughout  the  world  a  trustworthy 
journal,  devoted  to  the  study  and  advocacy 
of  stamps,  and  will  at  all  times  bo  quite 
satisfied  if  they  can  do  this  without  actual 
loss.  For  some  time  past,  however,  from 
the  causes   referred    to    above,   they   have 
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found  themselves  considerably  out  of  pocket ; 
hence  the  resolution  to  which  they  have 
come,  to  increase  the  price  of  the  magazine 
to  Sixpence  per  month,  or  Six  Shillings  per 
annum,  the  advance  to  take  effect  from  the 
first  of  January  next.  This,  although  a 
high  figure  compared  with  the  prices  of 
popular  journals,  can  hardly  be  considered 
excessive  for  a  magazine  which,  treating 
exclusively  of  one  subject  only^  enjoys  of 
necessity  but  a  comparatively  limited  cir- 
culation. 

We  therefore  appeal  to  our  readers  to 
favour  us  with  the  continuance  of  the 
support  we  have  so  long  enjoyed  at  their 
hands.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  increased 
cost  will  lead  to  any  falling  off  in  their 
number.  We  beg  them  to  be  good  enough 
to  renew  their  subscriptions  at  their  earliest 
convenience ;  and  we,  on  our  side,  take  leave 
to  renew  the  promise  we  have  repeatedly 
made,  and  never  broken,  to  do  our  utmost 
to  sustain  and  augment  the  reputation 
which  in  the  course  of  eleven  years  The 
Stamp-Collector* 8  Magazine  has  acquired  as 
the  leading  philatelic  organ  of  the  Greater 
Britain. 


MB.    PEMBERTON'S    FORTHCOMING 

CATALOGUE. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  that 
Mr.  Pemberton*s  promised  catalogue,  long 
looked  for,  is  coming  at  last.  The  first  part 
is  announced  for  New  Year's  Day.  The 
work  will  be  completed  in  eight  monthly 
parts,  and  we  trust  that  they  will  be  issued 
punctually,  in  accordance  with  the  list  given 
by  Mr.  Pember ton's  publishers.  One  great 
feature  of  this  compilation,  which  we  have 
no  doubt  will  prove  of  the  utmost  value  to 
philatelists,  will  be  its  illustrations  by  pho- 
tographic fac-similes  of  every*  known  type. 
We  have  before  us  a  specimen  plate  of 
these  photographic  illustrations,  which  are 
of  rare  excellence,  and  reproduce  most  faith- 
fully the  minutest  details  of  the  designs. 
The  stamps  represented  are  the  Cuban 
essay,  the  suspected  Ecuador  types,  the 
new  2  dollar  United  States  departmental 
postage  stamp,  four  values  of  the  old,  and 
five  of  the  present,  United  States  general 
issue,   and    the    Spanish   post  card.      The 
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capabilities  of  the  process  are  most  triam- 
phanily  shown  in  the  reproduction  of  the 
lf5  and  24  c.  U.  S.,  with  the  miniature  copies 
of  celebrated  pictures  in  the  centre :  the 
originals  themselves  are  scarcely  clearer. 
The  least  successful  is  the  Spanish  post 
card :  the  pale  blue  of  the  border  and  stamp 
not  having  taken  well.  But  ihere  is  a  very 
simple  means  of  overcoming  this  difficulty 
— at  any  rate,  in  the  case  of  stamps  which 
lire  not  of  great  value — and  that  is,  to 
change  the  colour,,  by  the  use  of  chemicals, 
from  blue  to  black,  or  to  some  other  dark 
colour  which  photographs  well.  This  would 
not  interfere  with  the  faithful  reproduction 
of  the  design,  but  as  the  stamp  would  be 
spoilt  by  the  dyeing,  the  process  could  not 
be  resorted  to  in  the  case  of  rarities. 

Thirty-one  plates,  of  the  size  of  the 
specimen,  will  illustrate  the  work.  There 
will  be  three  in  the  first  part,  and  four  in  each 
of  the  others.  The  price  of  the  first  part 
will  be  1/1 ;  of  the  subsequent  issues,  1/7 
each.  The  contents  will  embrace  every- 
thing issued  to  the  end  of  1873 — in  other 
words,  will  consist  of  complete  lists  of 
adhesives,  entire  envelopes,  post  cards,  bands, 
and  locals;  but  only  government  adhesives 
and  envelopes  will  be  figured,  as  the  illus- 
tration of  locals,  owing  to  their  great 
number  and  variety,  is  almost  impossible. 
That  the  descriptions  will  be  correct,  and  in 
every  respect  trustworthy,  we  cannot  doubt; 
the  author's  name  is  synonymous  with 
philatelic  accuracy,  and  our  readers  cannot 
do  better  than  subscribe  one  and  all  to  his 
catalogue.  We  the  more  readily  lend  a 
hand  to  secure  a  wide  publicity  to  this 
work,  from  the  knowledge  that  it  has  been 
underfcakan  rather  with  a  view  to  the  benefit 
of  philatelists,  than  in  the  hope  of  making 
a  profit  out  of  it ;  indeed,  so  costly  is  the 
process  of  photographing  the  stamps,  that 
the  book,  even  with  the  large  sale  there  is 
every  reason  to  expect  for  it,  can  hardly 
prove  a  financial  success.  That  it  will 
greatly  enhance  its  author's  reputation  is, 
however,  unquestionable,  for  in  its  pages 
will  bo  condensed  the  results  of  many  years 
of  study  and  arduous  investigation,  by 
which  collectors  throughout  the  world  wiU 
not  be  slow  to  profit. 


We  purpose  reviewing  the  parts  as  they 
successively  appear.  Meanwhile,  we  have 
pleasure  in  publishing  this  notice,  and  thus 
roughly  delineating  the  shadow  of  a  coming 
event. 

THE  PORTRAITS  ON  THE  CURRENT 
ARGENTINE  STAMPS 

TIN   (1)  CBNTAVO,  violet. 

Gbkeral  BaI/CARCE.  —  Deputy-Director  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata  in  1816  ; 
Governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  in  1832. 

CUATRO  (4)  CENTAVos,  brown. 
Dr.  Mariano  Morkko. — Secretary  to  the 
Provisional  Junta  of  Emancipation  in  1810. 

ciNCO  (5)  CENTAVOS,  veiTniliou. 
Bernardino  Rivadavia.  —  Distinguished 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  of  the 
Interior  for  the  Province  of  Buenos  Ayres; 
named  on  the  7th  February,  1826,  first 
President  of  the  Argentine  Republic ; 
abolished  slavery ;  was  exiled  in  1836,  and 
died  at  Cadiz  in  1845.* 

DiEZ  (10)  CENTAVOS,  green. 
General  Manuel  Belgrano. — Member  of 
the  Provisional  Junta  of  Emancipation 
(composed  of  nine  members)  in  1810.  Gained 
the  decisive  battle  of  SaJta  on  the  20th 
February,  1813. 

QUINCE  (15)  CENTAVOS,  deep  blue. 

General  Jose  de  San  Martino. — One  of 
the  officers  who  contribated  the  most  to- 
wards the  liberation  of  i^e  provinces  of  La 
Plata,  and  the  creation  of  the  Ai^ntine 
Republic.  Died  at  Boulogne-snr-mer  in 
1850, 

TRBiNTA  (30)  CENTAVOS,  Orange. 

General  Carlos  de  Alvear. — Supreme 
Director  of  the  Republic  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  La  Plata  in  1815. 

sesbnta  (60)  OBNTAVOS,  black. 

Gervacio  Antonio  vt  Posadas, — Named 
in  1814  First  Supreme  Director  of  the 
Republic  of  the  United  Provinces  of  La 
Plata. 

NOVENTA  (90)  CBNTAV08,  Wue. 

General  Cornblio  Saavedra. — President 
of  the  Provisional  Junta  of  Emancipation 
in  1810. 


♦  See  Biographical  notice,  «S.  C,  i/.,  vol.  iii.,  p.  8-5. 
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PAPERS  FOB  BEGINNERS.— No.  XXXII. 
EGOOPE. 

Oni.t  a  feeling  of  respect  for  Lord  Strafford's 
brief  but  esprcsaive  motto,  "  Thurougb," 
iudncea  me  to  refer  to  the  issaes  of  this 
Be  mi- independent  country  after  the  careful 
analysis  to  whidi  they  have  bo  rueently 
been  subjected  by  "  A  Parisian  Collector " 
in  his  liitereBtinjf  notes.  I  have  only  to 
refer  to  those  notes  to  obtain  the  materials 
noceesary  for  the  description  of  the  Kan- 
^riau  stamps  of  which  only  a  sing-le  series, 
properly  so  called,  has  hitherto  been  issued; 
bnt  OS  the  historical  importance  of  postage 
Btamps  can  never  bo  undervalued,  I  need 
no  eicasc  for  drawing-  attention  to  the  re- 
markable change  in  the  Austrian  political 
systetn  which  led  to  their  emLsaion.  It  will 
be  in  the  memory  of  most  of  my  readers 
that  in  1848  a  terrible  insurrection,  which 
was  only  put  down  after  a  bloody  struggle, 
took  place  in  Hungary.  Tho  Emperor 
of  Rassia  sent  an  army  to  assist  his 
Austrian  ally,  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  overborne,  and  the  Austrian  General 
Hay  nan  made  his  name  hateful  by  bis 
Beverity  to  the  conquered  Hungarians.  The 
aspirations  of  the  Magyar  people,  however, 
though  crashed,  eonld  not  be  estingaished, 
and  their  smoaldering  discontent  waa  a 
source  of  constant  nneasiness  to  the  Yienna 
cabinet.  After  the  war  of  1866,  when 
Austria  fonnd  herself  excluded  from  the 
direction  of  Germany,  and  the  empire  ap- 
peared to  be  drifting  into  a  state  of  dis- 
integration,a  different  policy  whs  inaugurated 
nnder  the  guidance  of  Count  Benat.  Con- 
ferences were  held  with  the  Hungarian 
leadere,  and  ultimately  their  demands  for 
the  reci^nition  of  Hungary  as  a  separate 
state,  coupled  with  the  reviv^  of  its  dis- 
tinctive institutions,  and  a  separate  ad- 
ministration, were  granted.  Hungary  ceaaed 
to  be  an  Austrian  province,  and  became  a 
kingdom.  An  Hungarian  cabinet  was 
formed,  and,  as  a  pledge  and  confirmation  of 
the  agreement,  the  Emperor  of  Austria  was 
crowned  King  of  Hungary  at  Pesth,  in  June, 
18G7.     Amo3g    tho    many  changes   which 


followed  this  resnrrectiou  of  a  people, 
came  the  establishment  of  a  postal  service, 
which  bore  fruit  in  the  shape  of  a  series  of 
adhesive  stamps  in  1S71  ;  but  as  early  as 
the  1st  November,  1869,  a  post  card  for 
Hungary  was  issued,  and  a  year  before  that 


two  journal-tax  stamps — used  for  the  same 
purpose  as  the  sqnare  Austrian  stamps, 
which  have  always  been  admitted  into  col- 
lections— made  their  appearance. 

Taking,  however,  the  adhcsivea  first,  tho 
principal  thing  to  note  is  the  existence  of 
two   series  of    the   same    type — one  litho- 

I    graphed,    the     other     en- 
graved.    The    former,   by 
reason  of  its  brief  currency, 
is    becoming    rare.      The 
difference  in   the  appear- 
ance of  the  two  is  sufficient 
to  ensure  their  being  dis- 
tinguished even  by  a  tyro. 
Whilst   the    engraved   type  is    remarkably 
well   done,  and  clearly  printed    in   bright 
colours,  the  lithographed  ia   blurred,  dull, 
and  comparatively  indistinct.     To  prevent 
needless   repetition  in  respect    of    a   well- 
known  series,   I  take  leave    _ 
to  refer  my  readers  to  p,  117   | 
of  the    present   volume  for    | 
a  list  of    the    colours  and    I 
denominations  of  eaeh.     Of   I 
the  two  journal  stamps,  the   I 
one  with  mouth-piece  of  horn   H 
to  right  was  the  first  issued,    ' 
and  that  with  moutb-piece  of  horn  to  left  is 
now  in  use. 

Of  the  post  cards,  tho  first  one,  issued  in 
1860,  might  be  taken  for  aii  Austrian ;  tho 
inscription  is  tho  same  as  on  tho  first 
Austrian  card — corhesposdesz  kabtr — and 
an  impression  from  the  die  of  the  yellow 
2  kr.  Austrian  adhesive  figures  in  the  upper 
right  corner,  but  the  arms  are  the  Hun- 
garian, and  if  any  of  my  readers   do   not 
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know  them,  they  have  only  to  put  an 
Hangarian  adhesive  by  the  side  ot  the  cards, 
and  they  w-ill  at  once  see  if  the  shield  is  the 
same  as  thab  on  the  adhesive,  or  not.  The 
incofigmity  of  an  Hungarian  card  tvith 
Oermao  inBCription  being  soon  perceived, 
the  first  card  waa  Bnperseded  by  one 
inscribed  leyelezesi  lap,  which,  however, 
diiTered  ia  no  other  respect  from  its  pre- 
decessor. Finally,  in  1870,  a  third  card 
camo  ont  with  the  imprint  of  the  2  kr. 
Hnngariaa  in  the  right  upper  comer,  and 
the  Hungarian  inscription  above  given.  Of 
this  card  two  secondary  varieties  are  known, 
and  they  complete  the  list   of   Hnngarian 

£celaiib. 

To  the  recent  emission 
for  this  country  it  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  pro  forma. 
It  will  suffice  to  give  a  list 
of  the  values  and  colours, 
and  to  reproduce  the  type. 

a  akilling,        blue. 
3         „  grey. 

8         „  brown. 

16         „  yellow. 

OFPIOUL   STAMPS. 

(Same  design,  but  different  inscription). 
i  skilling,         green. 
8         „  manve, 

Sonian  SEsIanbs. 

n  stamps  belongs  to  the 
p-collecting.  It  is  now 
on  the  cessation  of  the 
«,  they  were  withdrawn 
m  service,  together  with 
English  officials.  All 
ee  values  have  now  ob- 
ried  a  certain  moderate 
ireo  of  rarity,  bnt  the 
will  be  found  in  all  old 
lections.  The  colours  are 
JoUows  :— 

Orange  (1  obolus). 

Blue  (2  oboli    ). 

Cai-minc-rea       (4       „     ). 


The  blue  has  a  reversed  figure  2  for 
watermark,  supposed  to  have  some  reference 
to  the  valne,  and  the  red  a  fignre  I,  for 
which  no  explanation  can  ba  found  ;  whilst 
the  orange  is  destitnt«  of  watermark.  This 
series  of  stamps  will  certainly  give  rise  to  no 
difference  of  opinion  or  exercise  of  judg- 
ment iu  circulation.  M,  Bei^r-Levranlt,  it 
is  true,  reported  the  existence  of  blue  stamps 
which  appeared  to  be  without  watermark, 
but  his  conjecture  has  never  been  confirmed, 
and  not  even  M.  Moens  has  succeeded  in 
discovering  a  noteworthy  variation  of  shade; 
hence  this  series  does  not  boast  of  a  single 
"variety"  of  perforation,  colour,  or  piiper, 
and  philsteliste  of  all  classes  can  accept  it 
without  difficulty  in  its  entirety.  The 
stamps  have  never  been  reprinted ;  not 
improbably  the  dies  were  destroyed  in  1664, 
when  the  oooaaion  for  their  employment 
ceased;  and  I  have  never  even  seen  it  stated 
by  whom  thay  were  engraved.  The  type  is 
very  simple  bnt  very  carefully  executed,  and 
the  fine  border-pattern  reminds  one  of  the 
English  penny.  Of  forgeries  there  are 
plenty,  bnt  all  I  have  seen  are  coarse 
lithographs,  which  could  not  "  hold  a 
candle  "  to  the  genuine  imprcasions. 

italB. 

The  last  emission  for*  Piedmont — or  as  it 
is  generally,  but,  to  my  mind,  erroneously, 

termed,  Sardinia — remained  in  u'le  for  some 
time  after  the  assumption  by  Vict  ir  Emanuel 
of  the  title  of  King  of  Italy ;  but  in  the 
present  paper  it  will  I  think  ha  preferable 
to  treat  only  of   the  stamps   on  which  the 
change  of  title  and  estension  of  territory 
are  indicated  by  the  inscription.     The  first 
stamp  answering  to   this   description    is  a 
poor  lithographic  design,  represented  below 
—the   1.5  c,  blue.      This  is 
in.scribed  fhanco  bollo  post-    ^ 
ALE  iTAiiiAKO.     It  WB.S  issued    p 
on  the  I2th  October,  1863,    | 
and,  to  judge  from  appear-    E 
aiicos,  must  have  been  in  use   E 
a  long  while,  although  offici-    ^ 
ally  superseded  in  December 
of  the  same  year  by  the  series  which  bears 
the    suggestive    inscription    POSTS    Itamask. 
That  series  is  still  in  use,  and  calls  for  only 
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»  brief  notice.      During  the  ten   years  in 
^hich  it  has  been  cnirent  some  slight  acci- 
dental alteratioDB  in  flhade  have  taken  place, 
but  they  are  hardly  worth 

I  attention.  The  designs 
theniBelrea  appear  to  have 
snSered  very  little,  if  any, 
deterioration  from  the  con- 
tinned  wear  and  tear  to 
whicb  the  dies  have  been 
subjected;  thonghone value, 
it  is  true— the  15  c— was 
damaged  at  the  time  it  was  surcharged, 
and  the  retoachirg  of  the  die  gave  rise  to 
two  varieties  which  are  not  without  interest. 
All  the  designs  are  in  De  La  Bae's  best 
style,  and  the  series  as  a  whole  must  be 
pronounced  an  effective  one.  Aa  originally 
issued  it  stood  as  follows;— - 


5  centeeimi, 
10 


greyish  greon. 
buft. 


2  lire. 


rosy  rod. 


JOURNAL  STAUP. 

1  centesimo,  sea-green. 

In  1864  the  state  of  the  postal  finances 
called  for  an  increase  in  the  rate  for  inter- 
nal correspondence,  fi'om  15  ccnlesimi  to 
20  centestrai  for  single- weight  letters;  and 
to  provide  a  stamp  answering  to  the  ad- 
vanced rate,  the  15  c.  was  surcharged  with 
a  semicircular  bar,  obliterating  the  original 
inscription  of  value,  and  with  numeral  and 
letter  in  the  corners.  The  opportunity  was 
also  taken  advantage  of  to  print  this  valne 
in  a  darker  shade — a  kind  of  slate-bluo. 
It  was  whilst  the  surcharging  was  in  pro- 
gress in  London  that  an  accident  happened 
to  the  die,  and  the  flaw  thereby  occasioned 
was  concealed,  pursuant  to  instructions  from 
the  Italian  post-office,  by  the  addition  of 
fonr  white  dots  in  the  oval  frame— two  on 
either  side  the  portrait.  These  dots  will 
be  found,  respectively,  above  and  below  the 
little  ornament  in  the  frame  which  separates 
the  inscription  in  the  upper  from  that  in 
the  lower  half.  From  the  original  announce- 
ment of  this  addition  in  Tlte  6'iamj)-  Collector's 


Ma^azivc  for  1865  (p.  54),  it  would  appear 
that  the  accident  took  place  prior  to  the 
surcharging,  and  that  copies  of  the  15  C. 
nnsurcliarged  exist  with  the  fonr  dots ;  bnt 
this  is  certainly  not  the  case,  for  I  have 
myself  a  su  retailed  specimen  without  the 
dots,  and  in  all  the  catalognes  the  four-dot 
variety  is  figured  as  a  20  c.  Later  on,  a 
second  accident  happened,  and  eight  more 
dots  were  added,  making  twelve  in  all. 
The  eight  are  scattered  abont  in  the  frame- 
work, "two  in  the  left-hand  upper  part 
of  the  stamp,  between  po  and  after  e,  and 
on  the  right  between  al  and  below  the 
letter  N ;  in  the  left-hand  lower  part  between 
the  letters  vi,  and  also  the  ci,  and  on  the 
right  between  the  en  and  under  the  first  i 
in  CENTBSiMi."  In  1867  this  provisional 
stamp  finally  gave  way  to  the  current  20  c. 
of  which  the  type  is  special  to  that  value. 
This  stamp  exists  in  two 
well-defined  and  admis- 
sible shades- — very  light ' 
and  very  dark  blue.  It  is 
a  clearly  designed  stamp, 
but  can  hardly  be  com- 
pared with  the  others 
for  richness  of  ornament. 
The  10  c.  has  been  isaned 
in  a  very  dark  reddish  yellow,  and  the  60  c. 
in  brighU lilac. 

The  1  c.  journal  stamp — a  gracefully 
ezecnted  stamp — was  joined  in  18(>5  by  the 
2  c,  of  which  two  tolerably  clear  shades 
exist — brown  and  dark  brown. 


UNPAID   LBTTEB   STAMPS. 

The  unpaid  letter  stamps  are  not  ne- 
cessarily used  only  for  letters  which,  presu- 
mably through  the  sender's  neglect,  have 
not  been  prepaid.  Prior  to  the  Roman 
occupation,  at  any  rate,  they  were  apposed 
at  the  frontier  post-office  on  l:)itci-a  from 
the  Papal  States,  as  for  lack  of  a  convention 
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between  the  two  conatriei,  the  Papal  stamps 
only  prepaid  as  for  as  the  frontier.  No 
doabt  at  present  the  "  aegna-tasse  "  stamps 
are  Ttsed  in  some  aoalogons  manner,  other- 
wise it  is  difficult  to  see  what  employment 
could  be  found  for  the  high  Taluee,  nsed 
specimens  of  which  are,  however,  very  com- 
mon. The  first  "  segna-tasse  "  stamp,  issued 
in  1863,  was  a  very  mean-looking  affair, 
yet  it  remained  current 
six  years,  and  two  varieties 
of  it  are  collected — lemon 
and  orange.  In  1869  it 
was  superseded  by  a  care- 
fully engraved  but  not  over 
legible  type  (reprodnced 
below),  and  in  1870  the  current  series  came 
gradually  into  use,  with 
the  exception  of  the  10  5 
c,  which  was  not  issued  ' 
until  the  succeeding 
year,  in  order  to  give 
time  for  the  exhaustion 
of  the  1869  stock. 
The    1  c,    2  c,   5  c,    " 

10  c,  30  c,  40  c,  60  c, 
and  60  c.  have  the 
numeral  of  valno 
struck  in  carmine,  and 
the  frame  buif.  The 
1  lira  and  2  lire  have 
^  the  figure  in  brown 
and  the  frame  in  blue, 
one  frame  sufficing  for  the  whole  of  the 
values  in  eeiUatmi,  and  one  for  the  two 
values  in  lire,  as  ia  plain  by  noticing  that 
the  1  centesimo  reads  1  Centesini,  and  the 
1  lira  reads  1  LIRE. 


COUBIGKNDA. 
HoLiASD. — Thanks  to  a  communication 
from  Mr.  G.  van  RioHum,  I  am  able  to 
correct  an  crroneoHS  statement  with  regard 
to  the  iasuo  of  the  first  post  cards.  The 
stamped  and  unstamped  cards  both  came 
into  use  on  the  same  day — the  Ist  Jannary, 
1871.  The  uiiBtamped  card,  valne  one  half 
cent,  is  still  in  circulation  and  is  nsed  for 
communications  to  foreign  countries ;  an 
adhesive  stamp  of  the  necessary  value  being 
apposed  to  cover  the  postage.  I  was  not 
previously  aware  of   the  existence   of  any 


convention  sanctioning  the  exchange  of  poet 
cards  between  Holland  and  other  countries, 
and  'should  like  to  know  what  are  the 
countries  wiUi  which  this  Bnangement  is 


EXTRACTS  FROM  MY  PRIVATE 
NOTE  BOOK. 

As  may  be  surmised  from  the  title,  the 
object  of  these  papers  is  to  present,  in  a 
clear  and  concise  form,  sundry  items  of 
interest  collected  from  time  to  time,  and 
likely  to  prove  useful  to  the  phUatolic  com- 
munity, and  especially  to  those  who  devote 
particular  attention  to  the  stamps  of  the 
United  States,  including  those  of  tbe  "  Con- 
federacy." 

We  will  commence  by  considering  some  of 
the  postal  labels  issued  by  postmasters  in 
the  Southern  States  during  tbe  late  "  un- 
pleasaotness."  First  on  the  list  comes  tbe 
one  for 

BiNOOOLD,  Georgia. — This  ia  a  recent  re- 
suscitation made  by  Mr.  William  P.  Brown, 
the  well-known  dealer,  and  although  by  no 
means  "  a  thing  of  leauty,"  it  is  likely  to 
prove  "  a  joy  for  ever  "  to  the  fortnnato  pos- 
sessor of  the  only  known  speoimcn.  It  is  a 
very  imperfectly  handatruck  impression  on 
an  ordinary  buff  envelope.  The  design  con- 
sists of  three  concentric  circles,  of  which  the 
innermost  anrronndK  what  looks  like  a  letter 
0  surmounted  by  some  sort  of  very  rough 
ornamentation  (possibly  a  cannon  and  flags 
may  be  intended).  The  second  circle  bears 
the  inscription,  rinooold,  Georgia,  and  the 
third,  what  I  take  to  be  c.  R.  postage  (al- 
though only  c.  s.  P.  is  visible)  above,  and 
FIVE  CENTS  below. 

Mabion,  ViRGiKiA.— I  have  a  letter  from 
J.  H.  Francin,  formerly  postmaster  of 
Marion,  to  W.  P.  Brown,  Esq..  dated  aboat 
two  years  ago,  in  which  he  states  that  the 
stamps  issued  by  him  were  of  the  values  of 
5  c,  10  c,  15  c,  and  20  c.  Under  the*e 
circumstanccfi,  are  not  the  "  recently  dis- 
covered, though  undoubt<>dly  genuine,"  2  c. 
and  3  c.  rather  suspicious -looking  customers, 
especially  as  the  die.  is  still  in  existooce,  so 
that  theee  additional  v^uee  could  easily  bo 
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*'  prepared  to  order  ?  "  What  a  wonderfully 
careful  man  the  postmaster  at  Marion  must 
liaTe  been  to  preserve  all  these  uncancelled 
apecimens,  so  that  they  look  as  fresh  to-day 
as  they  did  twelve  years  ago  1  Almost  as 
curious  as  the  way  in  which  somebody's 
gruidmother  or  grandfather  (I  am  not  good 
at  relationships,  but  the  prii^^iple  is  all  the 
same)  put  away  those  stamps  of  Fredericks- 
burg,— and  in  some  sort  of  on  "official 
envelope"  too,  so  that  of  course  their  au- 
thenticitv  is  at  once  placed  bey<Hid  a  shadow 
of  a  doubt. 

Knoxvillb,  Trnnebseb. — ^I  have  recently 
met  with  two  very  good  imitations  of  the 
circular  stamp  for  this  city,  and  append  a 
list  of  the  most  salient  points  of  difference. 


OEMVINB. 

Ofthethretor* 
DamenU  on  tho 
left-band  side  of 
the  circle,  the 
loiior  half  of  the 
top  one  U  very 
imperfectly  form- 
ed; in  fact,  the 
bottom  stroke  is 
almost  altogether 
wanting. 

In  each  orna- 
ment the  lines 
separating  the 
fsiir  dots  areTi- 
aibly  curved. 

Take  the  upper 
half    of    the    x 

of        KXOXVILLK. 

There  is  no  curve 
at  the  end  of  the 
hair  line  on  the 
inside  of  the  left- 
hand  stroke. 

The  o  of  P06- 
TAOB  is  not  very 
perfectly  formed. 


COUNTEBFEIT  A. 

All  the  orna- 
ments on  the  left- 
hand  side  appear 
perfect,  but  the 
middle  one  on  the 
right  -  hand  is 
broken  at  the 
bottom. 


The  lines  are 
nearly,  if  not 
quite  straight. 


There  is  a  curve 
at  the  end  of  the 
hair  line,  which 
nearly  touches  the 
curve  from  the 
right-hand  side. 


COUNTBRrar  B. 

All  the  oma- 
m^its  are  per- 
fectly formed,  but 
thoseon  the  right- 
hand  side  are  con  • 
siderably  lower 
than  those  on  the 
lefl. 


0   of    PO8TA0B 

is  ver}'  broken 
and  irregular,  and 
is  also  consider- 
ably out  of  line 
MritQ  the  other 
letters. 


No  period  be- 
tween   **  c   a"; 

O  of  P08TA0B  is 
not  closed  at  top, 
but  it  U  otherwise 
perfectly  formed. 
It  is  somewhat 
out  of  line  with 
the  other  letters, 
and  is  very  far 
separated  from 
the  8.  There  is 
a  small  dot  under 
the  c. 

Athens,  Georgia. — At  Messrs.  J.  W.  Scott 
&  Co.'s  last  auction  sale  I  bought  a  copy  of 


The  lines  are 
very  straight,  es- 
ptecially  on  the 
right-hand  side. 


The  curve  quite 
touches  the  curve 
from  the  right- 
hand  side. 


this  stamp)  which  turns  out,  on  examination, 
to  be  very  different  from  an  undoubtedly 
genuine  specimen^  to  which  I  have  access. 
It  may  be  that  both  ace  genuine  yarietiep, 
but  ia  it  not  a  rather  peculiar  circumstance 
that  while  the  auction  variety  is  compara-i 
tirely  common,  the  other  is  of  the  greatest 
rarity? 

I  will  proceed  to  point  out  a  few  of  the 
leading  differences. 


UNDOUBTBliLY  OENVIXB. 

PAID. — All  the  letters  are  about 
the  same  size. 

Stars. — One  on  the  right  and  one 
on  the  left  are  about  on  a  line  with 
the  top  of  the  word  paid. 


Continue  the  line  under  paid 
across  the  stamp  on  both  sides,  and 
you  will  find  six  stan  below  and 
six  above. 

A  star  is  directly  under  the  middle 

of  MOf  "P.M." 


Those  odd  •  looking  ornaments, 
something  liko  a  flattened -out  8,  are 
about  twice  as  long  on  one  side  as 
on  tho  other. 

A  line  drawn  perpendicularly  from 
the  w  of  crawpokd,  would  slnke  the 

E  of  ATHENS. 


The  stamp  is  surrounded  by  two 
well-defined^  perfectly-formed  white 
lines,  never  touching  each  other,  Iwit 
always  separated  by  a  line  in  the 
colour  of  the  stamp. 


AUcnoK. 

The  o  is  out  of 
an  proportioD. 

The  one  on  the 
left  is  nearly  on  a 
line  with  the  top 
of  the  word  paid, 
but  the  one  on  the 
right  is  a  good 
deal  too  lew. 

There  are  five 
below  and  seven 
above. 


Star  is  directly 
under  the  first 
stroke  of  M,  and 
the  engraver^stool 
seems  to  have  slip- 
||ed,  so  that  the 
firgt  stroke  is  con- 
tinued bevood  its 
proper  distance, 
and  touidies  the 
star. 

About  the  same 
size  on  ea^  side. 


A  line  from  the 

O     of     CHAWFORD 

would  strike  the  b 

of  ATHENS. 

The  stamp  is 
surrounded  by  two 
fine  lines,  very 
irregular  and  fre- 
(^uently  merging 
into  each  other. 


The  genuine  comes  printed  in  red,  also  in 
dull  mauve ;  the  auction  variety  in  a  pecu- 
liarly plastery  mauve. 

Pleasant  Shadb,  Virginia. — The  genuine 
is  in  every  respect  identical  with  type  II.  of 
the  Petersburg  stamp  (which  has  been  the 
subject  of  so   much  discussion),  with   the 
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exception  that  pleasant  shade  is  substituted 
lor  Petersburg,  and  R  E  Daris  P  M.  for 
W.  B.  Bass,  R  M.,  and  the  fleur-de-lis  on 
each  side  of  Virginia  is  dropped. 

The  punctuation,  or  lack  of  punctuation, 
of  "  R.  B.  Davis,  P.  M."  is  as  given  above, 
and  alike  in  both  genuine  and  counterfeit. 

The  lettering  of  the  word  POST-OFncB  is 
very  different  in  the  genuine  from  that  of 
the  imitation,  though  the  only  describable 
point  of  variance  is  in  the  8,  which  is  very 
peculiar  in  the  latter,  it  being  finished  off  by 
a  stroke  which  ha«  very  much  the  appear- 
ance of  a  comma. 


IX  THE  GENUINE. 

A  line  drawn  acroM  the  stamp  from 
the  break  between  the  firdtand  second 
flear-de-lis,  would  intersect  pleasant 

SHADE. 


In  the  word  tibginia  the  tail  of 
the  o  does  not  extend  perceptibly  on 
either  side  further  than  the  bowl  of 
that  letter. 


The  ornaments  below  Virginia 
meet  the  Bide  frames  on  cither  side, 
direotly  opposite  the  dot  at  the  end  of 
the  central  line  of  the  third  fleur-de- 
lis. 


The  first  row  of  ornaments  below 
roMT-OFFiCE  meets  the  side  frames 
just  above  the  break  between  the  fifth 
and  sixth  fleur-de-lis. 


The  ornaments  on  the  left-hand  of 
the  figure  5  meet  the  side  frames  just 
abore  the  break  between  the  seventh 
and  eighth  fleur<de-lis. 


N.B.—  Owing  to  there  being  several 
varieties  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
oroamenta  on  the  right-hand  side  in 
the  genuine,  no  ittt  oan  be  given. 

The  ornaments  above  R.  E.  Davis, 
P.M.,  meet  the  side  frames  above  the 
break  between  the  seventh  and  eight 
fleur-de<»lis. 


IN  THE  COTTNTEB- 
FEIT. 

A  line  from  th? 
central  stroke  of 
the  first  flenr^de- 
lis  would  intersect 

PLEASANT  SHADE. 


The  tail  of  the 
o  extends  con- 
siderably on  either 
side,  and  indeed 
the  entire  word 
VIRGINIA  is  larger 
type  than  in  the 
genuine. 

They  meet  the 
side  frames  almost 
opposite  the  break 
between  the  se- 
cond and  third 
fleur-de-lis^ 


Thev  meet  the 
side  frames  op- 
posite the  central 
stroke  of  the  fifth 
fleur-de-lis. 


They  meet  the 
side  frames  direct- 
ly opposite  the 
central  stroke  of 
the  seventh  fleui*- 
de-lis. 


The  ornaments 
meet  the  side 
frames  opposite 
the  eighth  fleur- 
de-lis. 


INTERNATIONAL  POST  CARDS. 

Although  the  issue  of  cards  specially  de- 
sigaed  for  international  transmission  has 
not  yet  become  an  accomplished  fact,  it  is 
evident  that  it  will  not  be  long  delayed. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  a  short  timo 
since  it  was  mmonred  that  postal  cards  for 
correspondence  between  this  coantry  and 
the  United  States  were  to  be  emitted ;  then 
again  it  was  stated  that  2  cent  cards  were 
being  prepared  for  use  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States.  These  reports  have  been 
contmdicted,  but  they  were  certainly  only 
the  shadows  of  coming  events,  as  the  fol- 
lowing official  notice,  with  regard  to  com- 
munications between  the  States  and  New- 
foundland, will  testify. 

Post  Officr  Dppartment, 
Officr  of  Furbiox  MAII.S 

Washington,  D.  C,  Sgpt.  26.  1873. 

An  arrangement  has  iust  heen  concluded  b«4 veen  the 
United  States  and  Newioundland,  providing  that  on  and 
after  the  first  of  October,  1873,  United  Stat4*«  postal  card* 
mailed  at  any  post-office  in  the  Unit^  States^  and 
addressed  to  Newfoundland,  and  MeirfoundUnd  postal 
cards  mailed  at  any  post  office  in  Newf  )undiaiid.  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  Unitra  States,  whem  prepaid  an  adtiHiomal 
pottage  of  one  cent  btf  nj^xing  thereto  an  ordiwtrf/  one 
cent  postage  etetmp  of  the  country  of  origin^  in  addition 
to  the  stamp  printt^d  or  impres.ied  on  the  card,  shall  }» 
reciprocally  forwarded  and  delirered  in  the  country  of 
destination  free  of  charge. 

Postal  cards,  of  either  country,  when  not  ao  prepaid, 
will  not  be  forwarded  in  the  mails  between  tne  two 
countries. 

The  regulations  and  instructions  governing  the  nw 
and  treatment  of  postal  cards  in  the  doiiiKStic  mails  of 
the  Unir^id  States  and  of  Newfoundland,  respectivflv, 
are  equally  applicable  to  the  postal  cai*ds  mailed  in 
either  country,  and  addreraed  to  the  other  country. 

Postmasters  are  instructed  to  carry  this  arrangament 
into  operation  on  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  1875. 

By  order  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Joseph  H.  Blacxfajc, 

Superin  tentftnt. 

Who  can  donbt  bat  that,  to  save  the 
trouble  of  adding  an  adhesive  to  the  im- 
pressed stamp,  special  cai*ds  will  soon  be 
prepared,  nor  that  ere  long  the  system  will 
be  considerably  spread  ?  Already,  as  appears 
from  a  statement  in  our  correspondence 
oolnmns,  the  exchange  of  post  cards,  with  ao 
extra  low  valne  adhesive  affixed,  is  permitted 
between  Switzerland,  Austria  and  CTermany. 
Decidedly  among  approaching  postal  inno- 
vations, intemaiiunal  post  cards  hold  the 
first  place. 
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NEWLY-ISSUED  OR   INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
ToLiMA. — The  annexed  type,  discorered  nt 
the  beginning    of    the  present    year,    was 
jfeiierftlly  admitted  to  ba 
I  of    doubtfnl    valae,    and 

was    condemned    by   out 
I  Belgian     amfrirx.        We, 

I  however,    have    just  re- 

ceived from  a  truatworthy 
source,  a  apecvmen  <rf  a 
15  centavoB  black,  of  the 
same  type.     It  ia  on  an 
enrelope.    Hide     by   side 
with  the  current  6  c.  daric  green  Antioqaia, 
and  both  stampfl  are  oblit«rated  by  the  same 
postmarks.    This  conjunction  of  two  stamps 
of  different  states  is  in  itself  remarkaSle, 
and  deserves  explanation.     Theobliterati)as 


consist  (1)  of  a  large  doable  eirele  with  wi 
exterior  diameter  of  about  Ij  in.,  with  par- 
tially ill^lble  circular  inscription ;  (2)  of 
the  word  franco  in  largo  Itoman  capit^ds,  in 
a  straight  line.  Tlieir  f^naineness  appears 
to  us  to  be  unquestionable ;  and  this  much 
granted,  the  genuineness  of  the  ToUma  stamp 
follows.  The  20  c.  stamp  of  this  type,  here 
represented,  and  wliich  we  have  not  seen, 
was  described  by  the  editor  of  The  I'hilalelitl 
as  rouletted,  but  the  15  c.  black  shows  no 
sign  of  the  roulette.  Aforeover,  in  our 
engraving,  which  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  one 
given  in  TAe  Philaltliet,  ten  stars  are  shown 
above  the  condor ;  in  the  15  c.  stamp  there 
are  only  seven,  and  the  arms  are  consider- 
ably smaller,  and  not  pointed  at  the  base. 
Apart  from  these  distinctions  our  engraving 
accni-ately  represents  the  type,  which  is 
probably  in  wndity  common  to  both. 


BoirvAB — Prom  the  information  which 
accompanied  the  specimen  of  the  new  80  c. 
described  last  month,  we  erroneously  in- 
ferred that  the  design  of  that  value,  rt'pro- 
duecd  above  pour  mitinoire,  was  common  to 
the  entire  series.  We  are  now,  liowever, 
happy  to  be  able  to  give  illustrations  of  the 
three  other  dennminationH,  each  of  which 
forms  a  different  type.  Of  the  four  stamps, 
the  5  c.  is  perhaps  tlio  most  remarkable,  for 
its  lateral  inscriptions  give  the  desipn  the 
appearance  of  being  printed  in  a  oontinnons 
strip.  No  doubt  the  series  is  a  newly-issued 
one,  which  replaces  the  insigniiicant  set 
previously  known. 

Brazil. — We  learn  from  our  Rio  cor- 
respondent, that  there  is  a  likelihood  of  a 
new  series  of  postage  stamps  being  issued, 
as  the  present  postmaster  does  not  view  the 
existing  series  with  favour,  considering  the 
stamps — and  especially  the  20  reis  aod  200 
reis — to  bo  t«o  largo  and  unhandy. 


Danish  West  Indies. — The  annexed  type 
is  destined,  according  to  Li  Timbre-Potle,  in 

six  months  time,  to  super- 
sede the  very  homely 
fftc-similes  of  the  original 
Danish  design,  which  have 
so  long  been  in  use  in  St. 
Thomas.  The  new  stamps 
are  modelled  on  the  current 
Danish;  paper,  perforation, 
and  watermarks  are  the 
same  iu  both.  The  inscripti 
Dii^KE  is  intelligible,  bat  wi 
clear  as  to  the 
word  OER.     The  vali 


DANSK-VESTIN- 

,re  not  at  all 
ig  of  the  concluding 
and  colours  of  the 


forthcoming  series  are : 

1  cent,  frame,  green;  centre,  violet. 

3  „  „      blue ;         „      carmine-rose. 

4  „  „      brown ;     „      blue. 
li    „  „      lilac ;        „      green. 

These  stamps  will  prove  pleasing  additiana 
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J  -•  ♦  M  J 


♦        ■  t  < 


■  i»";rrfr- 


to  a  pa^e  which  has  hitherto  been  conspieu- 
0U8  for  its  dulness. 

SpADf. — The  annexed  out  represents  the 
design    of    the    impressed    stamp    on    the 

Spanish  RepnHio  post  card. 
With  reference  to  our  remarks 
respecting    the     prominence 
given  to  Qie  lion  in  this  type, 
a  valued  correspondent  writes 
to  say,  that  the  lion  has  always 
formed  part  of  the  Spanish 
arms.     This  we  did  not  con- 
test, but  we  are  surprised  at  his  being  repre- 
sented to  the  exclusion  of  the  other  bearings. 
To  the  same  correspondent  we  are  indebted 
for  a  sight  of    the  new  reply-paid   card, 
which,  l&e  the  single  one,  is  intended  to 
come  into  use  on  the  1st  of  January.     The 
new  card  is  the  same  size  as  its   single 
brother.    On  the  latter  the  inscription  reads 
TA.BOETA  POSTAL,  on  the  doublc  it  is  written 
TABJETA   POSTAL.     The  orthographical  error 
was  pointed  out  by  Senor  M.  P.  de  Figueroa, 
and,  thanks   to  him,  it  has  not   been   re- 
peated.      The   general   disposition  of   the 
reply-paid  type  is  the  same  as  that  on  the 
ordinary  card,  but  the  stamps  are  not  the 
same.      The  half  intended  to  be  used  by  the 
sender  bears  a  new  design,  consisting  of  the 
bust  of  Liberty  surmounted  by  the  tradi- 
tional cap.     Along  the  upper  margin  of  the 
card  runs  the  inscription  co^testacion    pa- 
gad  a.     TARJETA  DE  IDA.     The  first  two  words 
sigpiif y  reply-paid ;  the  latter  are  difficult  to 
translate,  but  may  be  rendered  as  "outward 
card,"  or  "card  to  be  sent."     On  the  second 
half  the  words  contestacion  pagada  are  re- 
peated,  and  are    followed  by  tabjeta    db 
vmsuTA,  or  "return  card."     The  stamp  on 
the  reply  half  resembles  that  on  the  ordinary 
cards  in  having  a  figure  5  in  the  centre,  but 
the  lion  and  bust  of  Liberty  are  omitted. 
In  both  halves   the  stamp  and  frame  are 
printed  green  and  the  lettering  black. 

Our  contributor  also  sends  us  some  od- 
dities which  have  passed  the  Spanish  post. 
They  are  none  other  than  the  full  size 
engravings  of  Califomian  local  envelopes 
cut  out  from  pages  150  and  151  of  the  fest 
volume  of  The  Stamp-Oollecior^i  Magazine, 
pasted  on  cardboard,  franked  by  stamps  of 
the  Amadeua  and  current  series,  addressed 


on  the  fronts  and,  after  the  ^shion  of  ordi- 
nary post  cfuxis,  bearing  conmiunications  on 
the  reverse. 

'EjCvadqr, — Rehabilitation  seems  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  g^iuineness  of  the 
three  stamps  referred  to  in  our  last,  and 
originally  described  in  our  January  number, 
is  now  admitted  on  all  sides.  We  do  not, 
however,  regret  having  originally  entertained 
grave  suspicions  as  to  their  character.  Li 
the  present  day  the  extremest  caution  is 
TkeoeBBBxy  in  accepting  unaccredited  in- 
dividuals from  farM)fE  countries,  as  a  rec^it 
example  has  proved. 

SiHMtA  liB^ns. — A  correspondent  of  M. 
Moens^s  informs  him  he  has  seen  a  2d. 
bright  vi<^et-red,  of  the  same  type  as  the 
four  recently  issued  stamps. 

NiGARAGUA. — Just  two  years  ago,  the  issne 
of  the  one  centavo  brown  was  announced  as 
an  accomplished  fact,  and  a  few  specintens, 
we  believe,  reached  this  country,  but  since 
then  but  little  has  been  heard  of  it.      Our 
publishers,  however,  have  at  length  received 
a  supply,  and  there  can  now'be  no  doubt  that 
this  value  is  in  circulation.     On  examining 
the  new  comer,  we  find  that  some  portions  of 
the  landscape  have  been  cut  away,  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  space  enclosed  by  the 
external  frame  being  considerably  snoialler. 
This  results  from  the  shape  of  the  frame. 
There  are  four  large  disks  at  the  comers,  and 
in  order  to  get  the  straight  borders  between 
them  on  a  level  with  the  centres  of  these  disks, 
it  has  been  necessary  to  encroach  on  the 
design.     Together  with  the  1  c.  brown,  our 
publishers  have  received  supplies  of  the  2  c. 
blue,  and  5  c.  black.     These  stamps  are  now 
printed  on  a  pure  white  paper,  and  the  sun 
and  clouds  have  been  erased  from  the  5  c, 
leaving  the  entire  space  above  the  mountain- 
line  blank.      The  2  c,  it  should  also  be  ob- 
served, is  printed  in  a  much  lighter  blue,  of 
a  shade  quite  different  from  that  of  the  pre- 
vious issue. 

Heligolai!7D. — It  is  now  stated  that  the 
I  sch.  with  carmine  disk,  white  spandrels, 
and  green  border,  supersedes  the  same 
va^e  with  carmine  border  and  green  disk ; 
if  so,  the  latter,  by  reason  ol  its  brief 
currency,  will  probably  become  in  time  vexy 
scarce,  provided  no  reprints  be  made. 
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Russian  Locus. — Toula  (Tool»). 
annesed  engraviiigii  the  upper  one  represents 


the 


of 


SEMCKAffnO^TA 
nJIATA  5?  KOH 


BtAmp  emboased 
white  relief  on  tbe 
flaps  of  the  enve- 
lopes Uaned  by  the 
Toula  poat  ;  the 
lower,  a  blue  atftmp, 
hAudstruck  oa  the 
reverse  of  the  en- 
velopes. The  latter 
are  of  different  aizea 
aod  tinta.  The  in- 
scription on  the  cir- 
cular impressbnaig- 
uifiea  Se-il  of  Hie 
hid  kJTovIi;  that  on 
ral  post,  payment    of 


administralion  oftlm  di 

the  oblong   stamp — 2i  .... 

5  kopehe.     These  stamps  are  introduced  b; 

M.  Moens,  as  is  also  the  following  ;— 

WnlUehawk  (Charkoff).-r-^There  was  some 
doubt  as  to  the  district  from,  which  this  type 
emanates.     It 
was  stated  at 
first  to   have 
.  come      from 
Wolynto 
(Tchemigoft  I, 
but  later  in- 
telligence, 
which  M.  Moens  has  oblijtingly  communi- 
cated to  ns,  is  to  the  effect  that  the  stamp 
belongs  to  the  Woltschansk  district.     The 
specimen  from  which    our    engraving  waq 
taken  has  been  for  upwards  of  a  year  in  the 
possession  of  a  correspondent  of  M.  Moens, 
residing  at  Rome,  and  bears  an  indistinct 
obliteration.     The  impression   is  iu   black, 
with  white  lettering  and  frame,  on  a  red 
ground ;  the  animal,  whatever  it  may  be,  is 
on  a  yellow  ground. 

KolelniUch. — M.  Moens,  in  the  current 
number  of  Le  Timbre- Potle,  givea  the  correct 
history  of  the  Kotelnitech  emissions,  ac- 
companied by  some  interesting  details, 
which  we  purpose  reproducing  tn  eteleaio  in 
our  next.  SnOice  it  te  say  at  present,  that 
the  suppression  of  these  little  known  stamps 
was  due  to  the  decision  of  the  district 
authorities,  to  deliver  the  rural  correapond- 
ence  free  of  charge  I 


Repuulic. — By  the  kindness  of 
"  A  London  Collecter,"  who  has  communi- 
cated the  specimens  to  us,  we  are  enabled  to 
present  engravings  of  the  i 
three  new  stamps  of  this  \ 
Republic.  They  .  are 
distinguished  by  the  high  i 
degree  of  finish  and  general  ( 
artistic  excellence  which  ; 
characterises  the  produi 
tions  of  the  New  Yor^  ^^^H^^^^H^ 
companies,  and  the  effigies  i^^^^^^^^Si 
they  contein  form  a  further  contribution  to 
the  portrait  gallery  of  the  heroes  of  South 
American  independence.  In  another  part  of 
the  present' number  we  give  a  list  of  the 
names  of  these  worthies;  we,  therefore, 
need  only  repeat  the  mention  already  made 
of  the  colours,  which  are  as  fblbws : — 


30  (treinia)     centavos,         orange. 
60  (tetenla)  „  black.  - 

90  {jMveula)        „  blue. 

The  omissbn  took  place  on  the  10th 
October  last, 

OsRiuNY. — Reply-paid  cards  —  |  gr,  V 
\  gr.,  and  2  kr.  x  2  kr.,  have  f^jpeared. 
They  differ  from  the  ordinary  cards  ia 
having  a  narrower  frame. 

FiMLASD.-r-We  learn  from  L»  Timhre-Poite 
that  in  older  to  utilise  the  stock  of.  post 
cards  o£  the  second  type,  the  notice  they 
bear  has  been  completed  by  tbe  surcharge 
in  black  of  the  inscriptiona,  in  three  lan- 
guages,  across    the  left-lumd   side  of    the 

Switzerland. — The  same  authority  states 
that  the  30  c.  envelope,  stamp  to  left,  is 
issued  without  the  watermark,  the  metallic 
design  from  which  it  is  obtained  being  worn 
down  to  an  unserviceable  slate.  A  corre* 
spondent,  whose  letter  we  publish,  denies 
the  statement  c^noted  by  n^  from  the  Qmette, 
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to  the  effect  that  1  gr.  German  stamps  are 
used  to  prepay  letters  from  Switzerlaiid  to 
GJermany.  We  are  indebted  also  to  this 
correspondent  for  the  communication  of  a 
hitherto  unnoticed  Swiss  official  post  card. 
It  is  very  pl^  and  bears  no  impressed 
stamp.  On  the  right  is  a  d6tted  inscribed 
circle,  to  receive  the  stamp  of  the  issuing 
department,  and  on  the  left  a  similar  circle 
to  receive  the  postmark.  Between  these  is 
the  inscription : — 

NR.  4337. 

CARTB-C0RRE8P0NDANCB. 
OFFICIKL. 

Below  which,  in  three  languages — French 
German,  and  Italian — comes  the  notice  that 
correspondence  not  entitled  to  free  trans- 
mission will  not  be  forwarded.  Then  come 
the  lines  for  the  address,  which  complete  the 
design,  if  so  it  may  be  called.  The  card  is 
of  a  French-grey  tint,  and  rather  thin. 

Shanghai. — The  diagonal  surcharge  1  cand. 
has  been  struck  in  bluish  black  on  the  2  c, 
4  a,  and  8  c.  stamps.  The  surcharge  no- 
ticed some  months  since  was  in  pale  blue 
on  the  4  cents. 

Phiuppines. — The  "  Habilitado  "  varieties 
for  this  colony  now  form  a  numerous  series. 
The  surcharge  is  applied  to  the  obsolete 
iypes,  which  are  being  reissued,  because,  as 
M.  Moens  explains,  the  home  government  at 
present  has  so  many  grave  affairs  on  hand, 
that  it  can  spare  no  time  to  forward  supplies 
of  the  new  stamps  to  the  colony.  Hence  the 
10  c.  rose  of  1859  (4  varieties)  has  re- 
appeared, and  also  the  2  rls.  blue  of  the  1863 
type, — all  duly  surcharged. 

ViCTORU. — Mr.  D.  H.  Hill,  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Melbourne,  has  obligingly  forwarded 
ns,  by  the  last  mail,  a  specimen  of  a  new 
twopenny  stamp  for  this  colony.  The 
design  consists  of  the  usual  profile  of  Queen 
to  left  in  a  broad  oval,  containing  white 
inscribed  labels  above  and  below,  and  re- 
ticulated pattern  at  sides ;  a  Greek-pat- 
terned ornament  occupies  each  angle; — 
presenting  altogether  rather  an  efective 
appearance,  though  roughly  executed.  The 
wiUiCrmark  is  a  V  and  crown,  and  the  stamp 
is  printed  a  bright  mauve,  and  perforated. 
We  intend  to  give  an  engraving  of  this  new 
arrival  in  the  January  number. 


Ukited  States. — In  the  specimen  plate  of 
illustrations  of  Mr.  Pemberton's  catalogue 
is  an  engraving  of  the  two-dollar  stamp  for 
the  Department  of  State, — a  very  handifiome 
design.  It  is  an  upright  rectangle,  mea- 
suring nearly  2  in.  by  1  in.,  and  has  a  large 
sized  bust  of  Seward  in  an  oval  in  the 
centre,  a  bundle  of  fasces  on  either  side, 
u.  s.  A.  in  the  lower  spandrels,  departhknt 
or  8TATB  in  two  arched  lines  above  the 
portrait,  and  the  value  in  words  in  flie 
lower  margin.  The  bust  and  Hie  ovid 
ground  are  in  black,  the  rest  of  the  stamp 
is  green.  There  are  three  other  values  of 
the  same  design  and  colours,  viz.,  |i5,  $10^ 
and  $20. 

Cabul. — From  advance  sheets  of  Messrs. 
Grant's  circular,  kindly  communicated  to  us, 
we  clip  the  following  information : 

We  have  been  favoured  with  the  loan  of  fire  stanpo, 
stated  to  have  been  issued  by  the  Ameer  of  Cabul  early 
this  veai .  They  are  circular ;  but  the  round  appearanee 
is  taaen  off  by  sundrv  ornaments  outside  the  circle.  The 
centre  of  each  contains  a  tiger's  head,  and  the  value  in 
Indian  characters.  They  ai«  all  alike,  but  separately 
enjcraved,  and  the  circular  disc  around  Uie  heaa  i*  em- 
bellished by  a  flowing  tracery,  over  which  characters  are 
engraved.  This  is  similar  to  the  ground-work  of  the  roro 
Koorshedjah,  and  to  that  which  fills  the  centre  of  the  oif6 
anna  oblong  Deocan,  and  is  essentially  oriental.  The 
value  is  in  the  centre ;  in  the  three  lowest  values,  above 
the  tiger's  head ;  in  the  two  highest,  below  iL  There  are — 

1  anna,  black  on  thick  white  laid. 
2 


»» 


n 


I  runee™**^**"^  >  **"  ^^  P'P*''*  tinsurfaced,  no  watemark. 

The  1  anna  and  2  anna  both  show  dotted  circles ;  the  4 
anna  shows  only  the  outer  one  dotted ;  whilst  the  8  anna 
and  1  rupee  have  only  plain  cirolea. 

Natal. — From  the  same  source  we  learn 
that  the  sixpence  has  appeared  with  K)stagb 
surcharged  on  each  side,  to  match  the  Id. 
and  3d.  The  use  of  the  lilac  shilling  (which 
is  a  fiscal),  with  postage  surcharged  on  it, 
is  mostly  provisional ;  and  the  new  batch  of 
green  Is.  will  probably  bear  postage  on  each 
side,  and  complete  the  set. 

Geiqualand  West. — There  appears  to 
be  some  chance  of  the  issue  of  a  series  of 
stamps  for  this  district,  better  known  as  the 
Diamond  Fields.  We  refer  our  readers,  for 
information  as  to  the  present  postal  ar- 
rangements there,  to  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Pemberton's  correspondent,  published  in 
the  above-named  circular. 
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South  African  Rbpublic— 'The  same 
publication  states  that  the  shilling  stamps, 
cut  in  half,  are  doing  duty  as  sixpenny 
stamps,  and  with  regard  to  the  solitary 
emission  for 

Fernando  Po,  it  declares  that  "  the 
stamp  is  most  undoubtedly  genuine,"  adding, 
"  We  know  of  many  cases  where  they  have 
been  taken  from  letters,  afid  can  produce 
evidence  of  the  fact."  This  statement  is 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Tsasi,  to  whom  in  this  matter 
we  owe  the  amende  honorable.  The  stamp,  it 
appears,  was  only  in  use  for  a  few  months  in 
the  course  of  1868,  which  would  account  for 
its  extreme  rarity. 

Saint  Helena. — At  last,  says  Messrs. 
Grant  &  Co.'s  circular,  the  sixpence  bears 
the  G.C.  and  crown  watermark,  and  is  so 
issued  in  slate  blue. 

Mexico. — The  stamps  of  the  current  issue 
are  now  coming  over  in  deeper  and  richer 
colours. 

RouMANiA. — The  stamps  of  this  country 
are  printed  in  brighter  shades. 

Japan. — The  1  sen.  now  comes  over  in 
pale  blue  and  in  indigo. 

South  Australia. — The  nineponce  is 
printed  dull  mauve. 

OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 

The  Philatelist. — In  the  article  on  recent 
and  undescribed  emissions  we  find  a  refer- 
ence to  the  curious  Jerusalem  postmark 
described  some  months  since.  A  correspond- 
ent has  forwarded  to  the  editor  a  portion  of 
an  envelope  bearing  this  mark.  This  time 
the  impression  is  on  thin  blue  laid  paper, 
and  is  unmistakably  handstamped;  had  it 
been  on  thick,  white  paper,  such  as  described 
by  M.  Moens,  and  cut  out^  it  might  easily 
have  been  mistaken  for  a  postage  stamp.  In 
the  usual  place  for  adhesives,  on  the  same 
envelope,  were  an  80  c.  of  the  French  Empire, 
and  a  40  c.  perf .  of  the  Republic.  The  post- 
mark in  question  is  independent  of  these, 
and  its  lack  of  value  as  a  mark  of  prepay- 
ment is  now  established.  In  the  same 
article  two  more  of  the  mysterious  designs 
which  our  contemporary  arbitrarily  de- 
8ignat38  "  Colonial  Essays  '*  are  described. 
The  only  noteworthy  item  in  "The  Philatelic 


Press ''  is  one  to  tbe  effect,  that  Dr.  Magnus 
has  not,  as  we  had  been  given  to  under- 
stand, withdrawn  from  the  editorship  of  the 
Gazette^  but  is,  on  the  contrary,  **  as  actively 
engaged  thereon  as  ever."  "  The  Spud 
Papers"  are  occupied  this  month  with 
descriptions  of  forgeries  of  the  90  cents 
United  States,  the  first  3  pfennige  and  the 
10  neugroschen  Saxon,  and  the  Guatemala 
set.  With  respect  to  the  former,  the  Rev. 
R.  B.  Eareo  pithily  observes,  "As  regards 
general  appearance,  if  the  unlearned  ama- 
teur meet  with  a  copy  coarsely  perforated, 
on  very  white  paper,  with  a  very  dark 
background,  and  a  staring  white  cravat, 
he  need  not  stop  to  enquire  any  further, 
but  gently  murmuring  his  watchword  of 
'  Spiro,'  he  can  pass  on  with  untouched 
pockets."  The  two  Saxon  stamps  should 
certainly  be  purchased  only  from  well- 
known  dealers.  The  forgeries  are  very  fine, 
that  of  the  10  n.gr.  being  especially  re- 
markable for  its  accuracy.  The  (ruatemala 
imitations  are  respectable,  but  whereas  the 
genuine  stamp  shows  the  sun,  with  eyes, 
nose,  and  mouth,  and  surrounded  by  36 
bright  rays,  in  the  forgeries  the  sun  has 
only  three  dots,  representing  eyes  and 
mouth,  and  there  are  41  bright  rays  round 
it.  "  A  few  Words  on  the  Stamps  of  New 
Granada"  is  the  title  of  an  article,  by 
"Warden,"  treating  of  the  period  of  cur- 
rency of  the  5  c.  (1859)  on  laid  paper, 
referred  to  by  "Amateur"  in  our  October 
number.  The  remaining  contents  of  the 
number  do  not  call  for  special  notice. 

Le  Timhre-Fonte  for  November  opens  with 
a  strong  list  of  novelties,  followed  by  a  short 
article  on  the  Kotelnitsch  stamps  inferred  to 
elsewhere,  and  a  further  instalment  of  Dr. 
Magnus's  valuable  monograph  on  stamped 
envelopes.  The  number  winds  up  with  the 
following  nouvelle  a  sensation :  "  Several 
times  a  rumour  has  reached  us  of  the 
existence  of  a  green  3  kr.  stamp  of  the  office 
of  Thum  and  Taxis.  Our  efforts  to  discover 
it  having  always  proved  fruitless,  and  no 
information  of  any  kind  being  forthcoming, 
we  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  report,  pre- 
ferring to  wait  until  the  opportunity  might 
arise  of  testing  its  truth.  The  existence  of 
the  stamp  is  now  confirmed  by  the  produc- 
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tion  of  a  specimen,  whicli  has  been  lianded 
to  n  a  by  Mr.  Hans  Jordan,  accompanied  by 
tbe  following  details: — *I  remark  tbat  in 
yonr  catalogue  you  do  not  mention  a  3 
krenzer  stamp  of  Thnm  and  Taxis^  printed 
by  error  in  green  (instead  of  blue),  on  wbitc 
paper,  and  tbat  it  bas  never  been  referred 
to  in  your  journal.  Tbe  stamp,  however, 
mav  be  found  in  several  German  albums 
and  in  Paris.  I  herewith  enclose  you  one 
of  a  few  specimens  which  T  obtained  some 
yeara  since  from  a  postal  official.  The 
stamp  distributor  having  sold  the  greater 
part  of  the  sheet  of  green  3  kr.  in  the 
eveuing,  did  not  perceive  the  difference  in 
colour,  until  the  following  day,  when 
making  up  his  books.  The  remainder  was 
at  once  oisposed  of  among  collectors.  I 
have  seen  in  a  Swiss  collector's  album  this 
same  3  kr.  green  ohllterafed.  The  envelope, 
with  the  stamp  on  it  just  as  it  passed  the 
post,  has  been  preserved  entire  by  bim.'  " 

The  American  Journal  of  Phihifehj. — Tlie 
October  number  opens  with  a  vindication  of 
the  suspected  Ecaador  stamps.  "  The  two 
lower  values,"  it  says,  "  have  come  to  us 
from  several  sources  that  render  all  doubts 
untenable.**  The  number  thus  ommenced, 
closes  with  the  exposure  of  an  attempt  to 
swindle  the  publishers.  They  had  received 
a  letter  signed  "Mary  B.  Chase,**  reading 
as  follows  ;  "  Sirs,  I  send  you  herewith  a 
number  of  duplicate  stamps  for  exchange. 
Please  allow  me  all  you  can  for  them.  1 
wish  the  following.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Send  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  oblige.*'  The  answer — which 
Messrs.  Scott  have  published,  believing  that 
had  they  posted  it,  it  would  not  have  found 
their  lady  correspondent — is  cleverly  put 
together,  and  will  convince  Mr.  S.  A.  Taylor 
and  his  co-workers,  that  it  is  not  so  easy  to 
"  sell "  philatelists  with  bogus  varieties,  as 
formerly.  We  give  it  in  full  for  our  readers* 
amusement. 

Dear  Mi3jt  ?  Our  first  surprise  on  receiving  your  letter 
was  the  extraordinary  coufiuence  you  reposi^  in  dealers 
whose  address  even  you  were  unacquainted  with.  ( It  looks 
80  eharmingly  innocent,  you  know.)  But  ^  course  this 
was  nodiing  to  the  surprise  and  pl<»9ure  with  wbieh  we 
looked  over  the  stamps  you  so  kindly  sent  us  to  exchange 
for  you.  You  are  so  liberal,  you  did  not  care  much  what 
you  got  for  those  beautiful  St.  Domingos ;  so  chamiingb' 
innocent,  that  you  did  not  notice  you  were  sending  us 
unchronicled  varieties  and  values ;  so  beautifully  patient 


that  you  did  not  care  what  trouble  you  went  to  to  make 
tbe  stamps  look  nice  and  the  bogu<(  genuine;  but  do« 
please  do,  tell  us  what  freak  of  vouthful  playfulness  caused 
you  to  run  a  penstroke  across  tnat  set  Swii«  ?  why  did  jou 
change  tbe  colour  of  the  proof  of  the  2  cent  Canada  from 
green  to  bluef  We  can  understand  your  cleaning  the 
cancellation  off  the  Nevis,  Austrian,  and  Peru ;  but  why- 
discolour  the  1  centavos  Lima  stamp— don't  the  colour 
stand  acid  ? 

Why  did  you  stick  the  genuine  medio  ml  St.  Domingo 
black  on  nmk  abovo  the  counterfeit  of  the  seme  value, 
blue  on  blue,  and  cancel  I  hem  both  together?  and  if 
you  thought  they  would  look  better  if  one  was  torn,  why 
(lid  you  tear  the  genuine  ?  and  that  bogus  dos  reals  blue 
on  yellow  stuck  on  a  pie<:e  of  a  genuine  letter !  Please 
tell  us  how  they  managed  to  bend  the  cancelling  stamp  so 
as  to  stamp  round  the  corner.  If  yuu  had  left  the  paper 
off  the  backs  of  the  bogus  St.  Domingo,  they  would  have 
looked  much  moie  natural,  considering  the  coranany  they 
were  with,  and  it  was  oply  waste  to  put  sucn  a  good 
stamp  with  the  lot  as  the  10  o.  red  Confederate.  ^ 

Kext  batch  of  St.  Domingos  you  print,  use  thin  paper, 
such  as  is  always  u.<ed  on  the  Island ;  but  first  take  a  few 
lessens  of  S.  k.  T.,  and  then  be  sure  and  do  not  seod 
counterftf its  to  anyone  ov^r  ten  years  old. 

Will  i-cturn  the  stamps  after  they  have  been  on  ex- 
hibition a  short  time. 

J.  W.  SCOTT  t  CO. 

In  the  article  headed  "Clippings,**  wo 
observe  the  reprint  of  a  notice  issued  by  the 
Havana  postmaster,  warning  the  Cuban 
public  that  forged  50  c.  de  peseta  stamps 
are  in  circulation,  and  giWng  four  points  of 
difFerenoe,  by  which  they  may  be  detected. 
They  are  of  a  lighter  colour,  the  engraving 
is  coarser,  and  the  eyes  of  the  portrait  are 
badly  drawn,  the  left  being  smaller  than  the 
right,  and  there  being  no  tr  ice  of  eyelids  ; 
lastly,  the  border  surrounding  the  bust  is 
shaded  merely  by  a  line.  A  collection  of 
Spanish  and  Cuban  forgeries  which  have 
passed  the  post  would  be  an  interesting 
one» 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE  ATXBGKD  USE  OF  GERMAN  STAMPS  IS 
SWITZKRLA.VD.-KECIPKOCAL  EXCHANGE  OF 
POST  CARDS  BETWEEN  SWITZERLAND,  GER- 
MANY, AND  AUSTRU. 

To  the  Idi tor  of  *^  The  Stamp-Collector's  Mauaxinb." 

Deak  Sir,— Be  good  enough  to  affirm  that  the  iDt«<lli- 
geiiee  publishied  by  vou  in  your  October  number  (p.  151), 
on  the  authority  of  M.  P.*  Mabe,  to  the  effect,  that,  in 
conftequenoe  of  a  convention  between  Germany  and 
Switzerland,  the  postage  of  letters  from  Switzerland  to 
Gemmny  had  been  reduoed  to  12|  centimes,  and  might 
be  prepaid  by  means  of  German  one-groschen  stamp«i,  is 
totally  unfounded.  The  poatage  of  a  letter  from  Switzer- 
land to  Germany  costs  25  oentiraes,  and  can  only  be 
prepaid  in  Swiss  stamps.  Letters  otherwise  stamped 
can  onlv  have  passed  tne  post  untaxed,  through  their 
having  been  overlooked  by  tae  officials. 
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On  the  other  hand,  SwiUeiiMid,  Austria,  and  Germany 
have  given  an  international  character  to  their  respf-ctive 
post  card«,  hy  perniittinv:  their  reciprocal  transinission 
Jroin  one  country  to  another,  providMl  a  supplementary 
adhesive  stamp,  of  the  value  (as  the  case  may  be)  of 
5  centimes,  |  grosohen.  or  2  kreuiers,  be  attached. 

DcarSirA, 

Yours  obediently, 

A.B. 


ROUMANUN  POST  CARDS. 
To  the  Editor  o/'^  Thb  Stamp*Collbctoh*«  MjlOaiine." 

Bear  Sir, — In  the  Noveijiber  number  of  your  ma^> 
zine,  under  "Newly-issued  or  Incdited  Stumps,"  I  notice 
R  few  mistakeit  concerning  the  number  of  Roumanian 
post  cards  issued,  which  allow  me  to  correct  by  appending 
the  following  extract  fh>m  an  official  letter  I  received 
from  Bucharest  on  Uth  October  :- 

**The  white  cards  (which  were  only  issued  as  an 
elegant  eomfttencement)  have  long  since'  been  used  up. 
The  decree  authorised  their  issue  (S'JOO  single  and  2000 
double)  for  13th  June,  and  they  just  lasted  until  the  end 
of  that  month,  when  the^'  were  fbllowed  by  those  now 
in  U8«,  of  which  20,000  single  and  10,000  double  were 
prepared.  This  stock,  too,  will  be  exhausted  in  a  few 
days,  and  replaced  by  a  third  issue,  same  type  as  first  and 
present,  only  printi'd  on  finer  card,  of  a  nither  yellower 
iiue.    90,000  ol  these  lire  already  piinted." 

According  to  this,  the  second  issue  cons  sted  of  30,000, 
instead  of  46.000.  as  stated  by  M.  Moens  (from  whom 
you  ouote) ;  the  third  nt  90,000,  and  not  70,000 ;  and  if 
the  three  issues  are  identical  in  type,  how  is  it  that  M. 
lloens  chronicles  a  third  ishue,  "  same  as  last,  only  arms 
smaller"  ?  It  may  also  be  concluded  fh>m  the  above  that 
the  dates  of  is^ueVere;  13th  June^  Ist  July,  and  about 
15th  October  (though  I  have  not  yet  teett  the  third) ;  and 
furthermore,  that  the  third  lot  were  not  issuea  when 
M.  Moens  chronicled  them  in  September. 

Another,  but  an  unofficial,  correspondent  informs  me, 
in  a  letter  dated  Ist  November,  that  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1874,  ^*  Foreign  Tost  Cards," — i.*.,  cards  for 
exfra-provineial  correspondence, — will  be  iMued.  Let  ua 
hope  they  will  be  better  looking  than  the  present 
••  inland"'  cards— at  leist,  be  printed  on  white. 
I  remain,  vours  tiuly, 

A  IjONDON  COLLECTOR. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  haveseen  the  third  issue. 
The  arms  difier  in  the  following  points,  Ist  quarter,  azure, 
not  argent ;  ornaments  between  the  supporters  meet,  in- 
insiead  of  starting  from  centre ;  the  motto  is  in  one  bend 
only ;  the  mantle fquarer  at  bottom  ;  more  folds  at  side, 
an  J  the  engraving  of  the  whole  altogether  finer. 


OBLITERATED  COPIES  OF  RARE  STAMPS. 
To  the  Editor  o/**  The  Stamp-Collector's  Magazine." 

Dkah  Sir, — llie  answ(>ra  to  Mr.  Killick's  queries  must 
be  of  interest  to  a  great  many,  and  I  think  I  can  givn  a 
little  information  that,  if  not  new,  may  be  oomparativt*ly 
unknown,  but  that  which  is  useful  will  always  bear 
rept* tition.  As  to  the  list  of  stamps  which  he  never  knew 
to  have  been  seen  used,  two  of  the  individuals  do  not  fall 
under  the  category  of  postage  stamps,  viz. : 

Great  Britain.  V.  R. 
Spain,  1857,  12  euartoa, 

as  both  were  essays,  and  never  issued  to  the  public. 


Opinions  are  divided  as  to  the  claim  of  the  5  c.  Connell 
to  the  name  of  postage  stamp,  as  some  maintain  that  it 
was  never  used,  whilst  othen  as  firmly  belie\*e  that  it  had 
a  circulation  of  one  or  two  days ;  aud'as  a  more  matter  of 
opinion  1  incline  to  the  latter  view,  and  have  seen  what 
appeared  to  me  a  specimen  authentieallv  obliterated.  It 
niuat  be  boriHi  Ir  mind  that  the  Connell,  as  prepared  for 
issue,  and  as  stated  to  Jyare  been  issued  ibr  the  one  or  two 
days,  was  perforated  by  the  same  machine  which  operated 
on  the  legal  issue.  Consequently  a  Connell  to  be  duly 
qualified  as  a  postal  (and  not  an  essay)  must  show  a  like 
perforation  as  the  rest  of  the  series ;  those  without  per- 
foration are  essays,  and  many,  if  not  all,  are  reprints. 

Another  stamp  on  the  list  which  hardly  seems  to  me 
to  have  a  legal  right  to  the  name  is^e  Hamburg  7  sch., 
iroperf.,  mauve^  for  this  seems  to  have  been  a  proof, 
though  nothing  was  to  prevent  its  use  on  a  letter  So  far 
as  I  can  see. 

Bunions  I  never  remember  to  have  seen  obliterated  \* 
neither  the  early  Bergedorfs,  nor  the  Bolivia  oOO  c,  though 
this  can  in  fto  uuy  militate  agttinet  them  ae  poetage 
etampo. 

Certain  eountries  never  (to  my  kaowledge)  used  any 
**  postmark  "  proper,  but  confined  themselves  exclusively 
to  .a  pen-and-ink  obliteration.  Both  Bolivar  and  Ftji 
7VfMtf«  are  only  known  with  pen-and-iok  caacellationa, 
and  the  same  holds  good  with  r'olima  and  Cundinamarea, 
although  Mr.  Killick  does  not  ask  about  these  two  last. 
The  whole  of  the  remaining  stamps  are  known  with 
gt^nuine  obliterations;  and  maiiy,  H  not  all,  are  extremely 
scarce,  tiiough  the  rarest  of  all  is  of  counte  the  twelvepenoe 
Canada.  Essays  and  reprints  of  this  s  amp  are  plentiful 
enough ;  the  real  old  specimens  issued  to  t&e  public  were 
upon  paper  similsr  to  tluit  used  for  the  rest  of  tho  pence 
series,  out  there  cannot  be  above  a  dozen  known  specuuens 
in  existence,  if  so  many.  The  green  2  annas  India,  head 
in  oval,  is  another  invaluuble  stamp  when  found  post- 
marked, but  the  spedmeos  of  the  Paiific  Steam  Naviga^ 
tion  Company's  stamps,  of  the  genuine  issue  of  1856,  on 
blued  paper,  similar  to  pur  old  penny  (red)  English,  are 
equally  rare. 

In  oonclusion,  I  think  the  study  of  obliterated  speci- 
mens is  siimewhat  neglected.  As  the  writer  of  **  Notes 
for  Collectors"  justly  observes,  of  roanv  stamps  we  can 
learn  nothing  beyond  what  they  teach  us  themselves, 
and  the  possession  of  curious  or  duted  pastmarkM  will  often 
lead  to  the  discovery  of  some  fact  unsuspected  in  the 
history  of  the  stamp.^ 

Yours  faithfully, 

Dawlish.  EDWAUO  L.  PEMBERTON. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  LOCALS. 
To  the  Editor  of  ^^Tufi  Stajip-Collector's  Maqazikk." 

Sir,— These  much  slighted  and  little  understood  stamps 
seem,  by  degrees,  to  be  attracting  public  (avour,  and  the 
more  they  are  studied  and  discuMed,  the  more  interesting 
do  they  appear  to  be.  Of  course  there  are  in  cireulation 
impostors  and  mongrels,  hitherto  received  by  too  confiding 
collectora,  which  should  be  weeded  out  from  among  the 
deserving  candidates  for  a  place  in  our  albums;  and, 
moreover,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  most  of  us  have  to  be 
satisfied  with  reprints  or  close  imitations  of  the,  in  soma 
instances,  almost  unattainable  originals.  Still,  with  this 
drawback,  •  and  inferiority  in   intrinsic   value — which, 

•  [We  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  15  o.  with  a  peR>and-ink 
oblitcration.~ED  ] 
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however,  if  at  all,  can  best  be  tderated  in  a  loeal-^there 

is    much    left  to  interest  and  repar    the    persevering 

collector,   and,   it  may  be  truly  added,    much  also  to* 

puzxie  any  ordinary  set  of  brains.    One  of  the  ••  reasons 

whv,"  which  I,  for  one,  have  hitherto  been  unable  to 

fathom  to  my  own  satisfaction,  is  the  appurently  mean* 

ingless  inscription  on  some  of  the  heat  accreditetl'locals— 

PENNY  POST— and  yet  no  such  coin  as  a  penny  is  current 

in    Uncle    Sam's  territorv.    For   instance.    "Honour's 

Penny  Post,"  •*  Blood's  Penny  Post,"  and  several  others 

equally  authentic.    1  can  onlv  surmise  that  it  is  a  sort  of 

idiom  adopted  from  the  old  country ;  yet  our  go-ahead 

transatlantic  cousins  arc  not,  as  a  rule,  given  to  copy  our 

old-faj}hioned  notion^  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  rather 

rven  to  astonish  us  by  novelty  and  startling  progret^. 
do  not  recollect  that  where  the  words  penny  post  is 
inscribed,  the  price  of  postage  is  ever  indicated  (Califor- 
nian  locals  excepted),  but  some  one  in  this  magazine 
informs  us  that  when  no  amount  is  named,  the  postage  is 
to  be  understood  to  be  on$  cent.  So  here  we  have  another 
anomaly,  via.,  a  penny  post  carrying  letters  for  a  half- 
penny each.  Truly,  John  Bull  was  more  consistent;  for 
in  the  olden  times  when,  on  account  of  the  great  size  of 
London,  the  local  post  was  charged  twopence,  it  was 
called  the  Twopenny  Post;  while  in  the  provincial 
districts  the  same  service  was  charged  a  pennv,  and 
properly  called  the  Penny  Post.  Perhaps  some  of  your 
numerous  readers  can  elucidate  the  matter,  or  explain 
away  this  apparent  inconsistency. 

Again,  the  reinarks  hitherto  published  on  the  trio  of 
Blood's,  which  for  distinction's  sake  I  term  the  acrobats^ 
are  anything  but  satisfactory,  to  my  mind,  as  regards 
the  lithographer's  inscription  compared  with  the  name 
supposed  to  appear  on  the  house  in  the  left-hand  comer. 
Mr.  Atlee  in  his  excellent  notes  on  the  United  States 
Locals,  declares  the  inscription  at  foot  of  No.,  HI.  (vol  ix., 
p.  162),  to  be  LiTH.  OP  WAONBR  and  mc  qijioan,  100, 
CHESTNUT  STREET,  and  at  right-hand  comer,  j.  smith. 
Now,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  this  No.  HI.  type  is 
the  only  one  of  the  three  among  Jhe  best  class  of  reprints 
or  imitations  (a  set  of  which  has  been  in  my  collection 
for  at  least  eight  years)  that  has  not  this  or  a  similar 
inscription.  My  Ko.  HI.  has  t.  binclairs  lith. 
unmistakably  dear,  and  no  name  whatever  to  the  right. 
My  Nos.  I.  and  II.  types  have  lith  at  (not  of  I  think), 
WAONEEs  (here  about  six  letters  indistinct),  100,  chest- 
nut ST.  (not  ttreet)  ;  and  at  right-hand  comer  schmttt, 
OR  SCHMIDT ;  and  I  must  say  it  is  much  more  likely  that 
a  man  with  the  German  name  of  Wagner  should  have  a 
workman  named  Schmidt,  instead  of  plain  J.  Smith. 

To  increase  my  perplexity,  the  writer  on  the  article, 
"PoeUge  Stamps  at  Auction"  (vol.  x.,  p.  49),  asserts 
that  the  name  Sinclair' (not  Sinclairs)  is  plainly  visible 
on  the  house  above  ithooraph.  Now  it  is  remarkable 
that  on  Nos.  I.  and  II.,  which  alone  have  the  word 
iTHOGRAPn,  and  possibly,  though  too  indistinct  to  iden- 
•  tify,  SINCLAIR  also,  should  be  signed  waonf.r,  while 
No.  HI.,  whiuh  is  signed  t.  sinclairs,  is  totally  innocent 
of  any  inscription  on  the' house. 


Of  course,  writing  a^  I  do  from  reprints,  or  it  may  be 
worse,  I  labour undfragreatdisadvantageinsubetantiatinip 
my  assertions,  and  therefore  they  must  be  considered  a^ 
mere  suggestions  rather  than  positive  facts.  However,  I 
court  inquiry,  and  ask  for  inforur.ition. 

aifton.  FENTOXIA. 


Confederate 
the  October 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

SuRscRinRR,  Birmingham.— The  10  c. 
States,  of  which  a  specimen  was  given  in 
number,  was  issued  in  1863. 

A.  H.— We  are  much  obliged  for  your  list  of  the 
portraits  on  the  Argentine  stamps,  as  auo  for  commoni- 
cation  of  Swiss  official  postcard. 

£.  H.,  £ton  College.— The  81  and  108  paras  Moldavia 
are  priceless;  an  original  210  c.  Montevideo  is  worth 
probubl^  SO/- ;  the  other  stamps  named  b}'  you  vary  in 
value  from  a  shilling  to  sixpence.  Are  you  sure  your 
Moldavia  and  Montevideo  are  genuine } 

Mr.  M.  Isaacs  Newport,  Mon.,  says,  in  reference  to 
Mr.  Killick's  queries  last  month,  that  he  has  postmarked 
copies  of  the  7  sch.  lianibui^  imperf.,  the  2  anna  green 
Indian,  and  the  circular   Aloldavian.      Is    Mr.    £aacs 
quite  sure  that  his  circular    Moldavian  are  genuine? 
Very  few  genuine  conies  of  this  issue  are  known  to  exist, 
I.NCoONiTo,— 1.  The  6  c.  adhesive  Uruguay,  with  the 
letter  e  omitted  from  the  word  ewnlesimof,  is  one  of  several 
known  varieties.— 2.  On  again  examining  the  specimen 
of   the  latelv*  issued  9d.  Victoria,  whence  we  described 
the  type,  we  find  it  is  watermarked  10 ;  we  cannot  explain 
our  quoting  the  watermark  as  9  otherwise  than  as  a  sup  of 
the  pen. 

H.  J.  H.,  Newham. — We  have  no  hesitation  in  pro- 
nouncing your  2  rls.  blue  P.  8.  N.  Co.,  postmarked  with 
concentnc  circles,  to  be  a  forgery.— 1.  rrobably  the  4d. 
and  6s.  English  will  appear  sooner  or  later  with  coloured 
comer  letters  on  white  ground.— 2.  The  assumption  by 
Napoleon  HI.  of  the  victor's  laurel  crown  followed  oa 
his  successes  against  the  Austrians  in  IS60, 

A  London  Collector.  —  We  gladly  accept  your 
offer  to  communicate  to  us  any  inmrmation  respecting 
newly-iitsued  stamps,  and  tender  you  our  best  thanks  for 
sending  us  the  new  Argentine  values  *for  inspection. — 
You  speak  of  Hungarian  cards  which  have  been  counter- 
manded ;  is  not  this  a  clerical  error }  Do  you  refer  lo 
the  foreign  Roumanian  post  cords  mentioned  in  the 
letter  from  you,  which  we  publish? 

Clwekhouse  sends  us  an  impressed  halfpenny  stamp, 
cut  from  a  supplement  of  the  ItluMtrattd  lymdon  N9tc9^ 
issued  in  1851.  It  has  the  crown  and  heraldic  flowers 
in  a  mantle,  with  onb  above  and  halfpenny  below. 
On  the  left-hand  side  is  the  name  of  the  journal,  and  on 
the  right  the  word  supplement.  The  impression  is  in 
red,  and  is  interesting  as  in  some  sort  the  forerunner  of 
tho  halfpenny  stamp,  although  we  fancy  that  in  reality 
the  supplement  of  the  paper  could  not  have  been  sent 
alone  tnrou^h  the  post. 
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